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A. D, 1492.' 

Ix is r^cJt o»r intention to tranfcribe all the relations, which have heen> 
fo often publifhed in every part ,of Europe on the fubjedl of the difco- 
very of America, nor to enter minutely into the motives which induced’ 
the Genoefe navigator, Chriftopher Colon (commonly calFed Colunf 3 us), 
to attempt fo great an enterprife. ^The opinion of moft authors is, that 
he founded his fcheme upon his knowlege of the Uru dure of the globe, 
in which he certainly furpalTed the navigators of his age. But others, 
with. greater probability, tell us, that he was affifted by the difcoveries 
adually made by preceding navigators, and particularly by thofe of Mar- 
tin Behera ofNurenberg. It isaflerted, that the whale-fifhers of Bifcay 
had difcovered* the cod banks near Newfoundland about a century be- 
fore the age of Columbus, of which he was informed. Canes, canoes,.. 
and dead bodies, refembling none of the people of Europe, were found 
floating in the fea, and were fometimes driven on ghe (hores of the 
Azores ! or Weftern iflands) by ftrong weflerly winds.. It is faid, that 
^^lotunibus met with a failor, whoinforfned himfthat having been driv- 
en by a ftorm about 450 leagues to the weftward of Ca^e St. Vincent, 
he had found a piece of timber floating on the water, curibufly wrought, 
but apparently without the ufe. of any tool made of iron ; and that a 
Portugucfe vefTel had adually been driven on the coafl. of fome part of 
A’rterica in the year 1484, the pilot of which afterwards lodged and died 
in t^e hoiife of Columbus, who then lived-in the Azores ; and that from; 
that man’s converfation, and his charts and journals, Columbus found.- 
fufficiem aflu ranee of the exiftence of a weflern land. At any rate, he. 
Von. IL * - A 



■was certain, that by perfevering in a weftem courfe he flioiild arrive 
at the eaftern cpaft of Afia, if he did not fall in v/iih any intervening 
land 

His greateft difRculry was, to find the means to make the attempt, 
he himfelf being a-poor and obfcure perfon. He firfl: propofed to nn- 
dertake the difcovery in the fervice of his native city of Genoa ; but the 
fenate treated it with ridicule. He next addrefied himfelf to John 11 , 
king of Portugal, who, it is faid, kept him unfairly in fufpenfe, till a 
Ihip, he had fecretly fent to attempt the difcovery, returned unfuccefs- 
ful, and then rejected his propofal. He next applied to the court of 
Spain, where he folicited for eight years, during which rime he fent his 
brother Bartholomew on the fame errand to the court of England. Af- 
ter many ignorant objedtions to his propofal by the Spaniflr courtiers, he 
at length obtained three fliips, with ninety men. In Auguft 1492, he 
failed from Palos in Andalufia, and inyhirty-three days landed in one* 
of the Lucay or Bahama Ifles, which he named St. Salvador (at prefent 
known by the name of Cat-Ifland), having failed 950 leagues diredlly 
"■weftward from the Canaries. He failed thence to the weftward, and at 
laft difcovered the great ifland of Cuba ; but he no where found the 
riches he hoped for, there being neither gold, manufadures, nor pro- 
dud found among the fiinple and innocent natives ; who had 190 poul- 
try, oxen, fheep, goats, fwine, horfes, afies, camels, elephants, cats, nor 
do'^ excepting a dumb unbarklug creature, refembling our dogs. Nei- 
ther had they any lemons, oranges, pomegranates, quinces, figs, olives, 
melons, vines, nor fugar-canes ; neither apples, pears, plumbs, cherries, 
currants, goofeberries, rice, nor any other corn but maize, on which, 
and on cafiada and other wild roots, and on fifli, they ufually fed, and 
occafionally on worms and other vermin bred in rotten trees ; neither 
knew they the comforts of fire-light, either by oil, wax, or tallow-can- 
dles; nor had they any iron inftruments. Yet (fuch are the almofi; mar- 
vellous effeds of commerce and navigation, joined to a tropical climate) 
thofe very ifles are, in our days, plentifully ftocked ^vith all fuch conve- 
niencies, (the vine only excepted, which does not ufually thrive fo near 
tlie equator); wh'-ch are long fince naturalized to their climate. It is 
true, that on the middle continent of America (which was not difcover- 
ed till the former part of the next century), the Spaniards found t!ie*n.\- 
tives of Mexico and Peru much more civilized than in any other prtrt of 
America, whether iflands or continent ; they had better lioufes and tem- 
ples; they made a fort of cotton cloth <5 they had wooden fwords and 
{pears, hardened by fire, "'and pointed with flint ; and although they 
had no iron, yet in Peru they^^i copper tools, inftruments, and vefTels. 

^ To filial die to the Eail Indies tes- lan-* ’■Mfition of the eaftern parts of Afla in the maps of 
doubt i‘dly the object of Columbus and he was en- who has extended them eaftward to a j^ro~ 

^rouraged to' exped the accomplifliment of it by the d'igious diftance beyond their true utuatloru M". 



Herrera, the great Spanifhhiftomii of America, exprefsly afErrns, ‘ That 

neither on the continent, nor ifles of the Weil-Indies, (the name the 
‘ Spaniards, ufually give to all America), were there either filk, wine, 

‘ fugar, olives, wheat, barley, or. pnlfe; all which, and many other 
‘ tilings, have been tranfpjanted thither from Spain.’ Their own 
original produdlions were only tobacco, indigo, cochineal, cotton, gin- 
ger, cocoa, pimento, fundry ufeful drugs and woods for dying, fur- 
niture, phyfic, and jfliip and houfe-building. Our Britifli colonifts have 
fince found plenty of iron ftone, as alfo copper and lead mines, ■ And it 
is from thofe two countries of Spain and Portugal, that Europe has been 
fupplied with that immenfe quantity of treafure, which has lb much en- 
riched and improved it. From Peru and Mexico, as alfo from fome 
Wefl-India ifles, Europe has been fupplied with great quantities of ex- 
cellent materials for dying, (and above all, with that incomparable one 
• ol cochineal, hitherto peculiar *dnly to Mexico), drugs, gums, colours 
and minerals for painters, preferved fruits of their own growth, ginger, 
Jamaica pepper (called pimento), tobacco, furs, fkins, and many excel- 
lent timbers ; all which were originally in thofe countries, but which 
have, by the cultivation of the Europeans, been fince improved in qual-^ 
ity, and much increafed in quantity: So that, upon the whole, it may 
be faid,*thajt, even abllrading from the gold and fiver of America, 
t^ere lias really been a greater acceffion of rich and ufeful materials for 
commerce introduced into it by the !l£uropeans (their great improve- 
ments of American produdlions joiiitly confidere^) than all Arn^rica. 
afforded, before it was known to Europe ; all which, through the be- 
nignity of the climate, and the fertility of the virgin foil of America, 
have long f nee repaid, and do fill continue to fupply Europe with im- 
menfe ufury. This, it is true, was alfo mofly the cafe with refpedt to 
many of the colonies fettled in ancient times by the Arabians, Egyp- 
tians, Phoenicians, Greeks, and Romans, though perhaps not in fo emi- 
nent a degree as in the modern cafe of the plantation of America. 

Columbus, in his way homeward, called at the great and fine ifland 
of Efpanola (or Hifpaniola), where he bartered bits of glafs, fmall hawks 
bells, and fuch other trifles, with the natives, for plates of virgin gold, 
which they wore as ornaments, beaten into fhape with'a fidae, and made 
without meking or refining the ore, of which they were totally ignor- 
ant. Here he loft his heft fhip ; and, leaving forty-nine of his men in 
wooden fort, he returned to Spain, full of glory, having been no longer 
tlian fix months and an half iq making fhefe difeoveries, from his let- 
ting out to his return. 

•jfhat America could not have been n»ch longer hid from the Europ- 
eam feems at leaft probable, by reaf^Echat the ufe of the magnetic 
needle in navigation was general,, if not liniverfal ; more efpecially after 
the Portuguefe went fo fax fonthward in their difeoveries on the weft.. 
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coafts of Africa, which, lying fo near to Brafil, any ftrong eafterly wind 
would have brought them on that coaft, as was anally the cafe in the 
year 1 500. There is alfo one part of our old continent which lies yet 
nearer to America than the moft wefterly part of Africa does to Brafil, 
viz. the north part of Norway-Lapland, oppofite to New-Greenland, 
which is now known to be a part of the American continent : But the 
ifland of Iceland, known and peopled from Norway many centuries prior 
to the difcovery in queftion, is yet nearer to another part of America. 

Thus have we endeavoured, as briefly as confifted with perfpicuity, 
to exhibit the original grounds and adlual accomplifliment of the difco^ 
very of America by Columbus. 

1493. — Loaded with honours, titles, and applaufe, that now great man 
fet out in the following year on his fecond voyage to Hifpaniola, which 
continued to be the principal colony of Spain in America, until Cortes 
conquered the kingdom of Mexico in tl^e year 1 5 1 9. Thither Columbus • 
now carried fifteen hundred men in feventeen fhips, with provifions and 
ammunition in abundance, and alfo feeds of various kinds, horfes, cows, 
_^hogs. See. implements of hufbandry, and tools for working filver and 
gold mines j commodities for barter, and many other neceflary things- 
And as his forty-nine men, with their fort, were deftroyed, be now built 
feveral new forts, and founded the prefent capital city of .that ifland, 
which he named St. Domingo ; but the numbers he brought with him 
now excited a jealoufy in the minds of the Indian caciques or princes, 
whieh engaged him in a bloody war with the numerous natives, a third 
part of whom were, it feems, deflrgyed by the Spaniards in three or 
four years. By a tax of gold-duft, to be gathered by the natives out of 
their rivers and brooks, he araalled a good deal of treafure, which he 
fent home to his Catholic Majefty ; and he returned home in 1496, to 
anfwer the accufations raifed^againfl: him by the Spanifli fettiers at Hif- 
paniola ; which ifland, however, had not hitherto made Spain gainers 
upon the whole, by reafon of the very expenfive embarkations to it, and 
the maintenance of garrifons, &c. Pope Alexander VI, upon applica- 
tion from King Ferdinand the Catholic, granted him the fovereignty ot 
•this new world ; and to prevent difput^ between Spain and Portugal, 
he particularly cohfirmed<to the Spanifli crown all the countries which 
•they already had, or which they afterward fliould difeover, weftwardof 
a line drawn froili pole to pole, at the diftance of one hundred leagues 
weft of the Az'Ores and Cape Verd ifles ; but the king of Portugal, ob- 
jeding to that divifion, it wa§ this famp year agreed between the two 
crowns, that the line of diyifion .{hould (according to Herx'cra, &c.) be 
removed- 270 leagues farther and that gll that fliould be difeowr- 

ed eaft of it fhoufd belong to' 1 p«ugal, and alll weft of it to Spain ; thofc 
two nations thus modeftly claiming an exclufive right to both the In- 
4 ies, and thereby eflfedualiy barring the reft of Ghriftendom from ail 
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future hopes of making any new difeoveries, eaft, weft, fouth, or norths 
in the whole habitable world I 

In the iecond voyage Columbus vifited the confiderable ifle of St. 
John de Porto Rico, where there was plenty of timber, but no Europ-. 
-ean grain; their bread being chiefly cadada root. ^ There were faid 
to have been wild grapes, but they never made wine of them ; they had 
alfo pimento and cotton. The Spaniards are faid to have deftroyed moft 
of the natives, very few now being left in that fine ifle, of late much 
neglecfted by Spain, although its fituation be extremely happy, between 
Hifpaniola on the weft, the Virgin and Caribbee ifles on the eaft, and 
Terra Firma fouthward ; and its produiftions, natural and naturalized, 
faid to be equal to any of the other ifles, were they equally cultivated. 

From this year 1 493, when they firft began to bring home any 'confi- 
derable quantity of treafure from America to Spain, to the year 1724, 
hlftariz, an eminent modern Spaifflh author, aflerts, that the gold and 
filver brought home amounted to five thoufand millions of dollars or 
pieces of eight, being above twenty-one and an half millions yearly on 
a medium, equal to upwards of five millions Sterling yearly : Yet as all 
-this treafure neceflarily goes out every year to other European nations 
for their manufadtures and produift, ‘'''^hh which Spain and its Indies are 
fupplied m immenfe quantities, fome have been of opinion, that it bad 
been happier for Spain if fhe had never planted in America, without 
Ihe had at the fame time cultivated maijufadures of all kinds, where- 
by Ihe might have not only kept much^of her American ttreafure wish* 
in herfelf for the fupport of her n^nufadures, but alfo thofe manu- 
fadlures would, by a neceflary increafe of people, have contributed to 
make up the lofs of the native Spaniards tranlplanted in great numbers 
to America. 

Authors compute, that foon after the planting of Mexico and Peru, 
-the quantity of money in Europe was doubled, in. refpedt to what it 
was before ; wherefore the rates or prices of all things were alfo doubled : 
which proportionably deGreafed the profits of Spain by her Ameri- 
can colonies. Baron Montefquieu is of opinion, that in about little 
more than 200 years, the fpecie or money of Europe has been doubled 
five times ; and that it is now, to what it was before the Indian treafure 
canie amongft us, as 32 is to i . Y’et this computation will probably feem 
much exaggerated to many, who know that a very great part of the 
filver annually brought from America has been every year tranfported 
to Eafl-India, from whence no part of it 'ever returns to Europe ; nei- 
ther do the advanced prices of provifions, &c. at this time, bear any 
near* proportion to that author’s fuppofition. Before this grand difcov- 
ery,|he courts of princes in Europe had no' the luftre of modern times, 
though more crowded with attendants, who however w’^ere fuftained at 
a much fmaller charge than could be done in our days. But when 
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Spain poured into Europe thofe Ainerican treafures, Europe- foon put 
on a new face ; for Spain, having little product, and iefs inanufliClurc 
of her own, could by no means keep thofe treafures to herfelf, but was 
.obliged to difperfe them among the more induflrious nations of Eu-- 
rope, to pay foi\their own- wants at home, and more efpecialiy for al- 
mofl: the whole of their cargoes for America ; infomuch that it foon 
appeared that the far greater part of the treafures of America centered 
in the manufaduring and trading countries of Europe. 

The archduke Philip, fovereign of the Netherlands, having made 
peace with France, feemed lefs regardful to keep due nieafures with 
Henry VII king of - England, with refped to the encouragement given 
by the duchefs dowager to the pretender called Perkin Warbeck. This 
provoked Henry to break off all commerce with the Netherlands, and 
to banifh the Flemings out of England j whereupon the archduke ba- 
nilhed the Engliflr out of Flanders, "'^hich carried all the Englilh trade 
diredly to Calais ; but this could not hold long, the trade being of 
equal conveniency to both parties. • 

This fufpenlion of a dired commerce with the Netherlands gave the 
German Steelyard merchants a very great advantage, Ijy their import- 
ing from their own Planfe towns great quantities of Flemifli merchan- 
dize into England, to the conllderable detriment of the ■ cornpan;^ of 
Engliih merchants-adventurers, who were wont to import fuch diredly 
from the Netherlands ; whereupon the London journeymen, appren- 
ti<?$s, and mnb, attacked and rifled their warehoufes in the Steelyard ; 
hut thofe rioters were foon fupprefjed, and duly puniflied. 

The manner of making prefents to ambafkidors in thofe times was 
different from the modern more elegant one, though probably more ex- 
penlive. We find the ambafladors of Denmark, at their audience of 
leave of king Henry VII, wre ordered the following prefents, viz. To 
the chancellor of -Denmark L. ico; to the dodor L.40; to the chan- 
cellor’s brother L.20 ; to the herald L.io — [Fwdera, V. vii,/;. 516.] 
The fame year the alliance between England and Spain w'us i-eneCvedj 
and the marriage-contrad, made three years before, between Arthur 
prince of Wales and the infenta Catherine (with her portion of 200,000 
crowns), was now alfo confirmed. [Fcedera^ V. xii, p. 517.] 

An ad of the Scottilh parliament, this fame year, direds that fSiips 
and bufies for the fifhery be built in all fea-ports, fo as none of them be 
under 20 ton?i burden ; and that they be provided with nets, &c. And 
that the magiftrates of thofe towns qompel all idle perfons to ferve in 
them. " ' 

1494. — ^The Hanfeatic hiftorian Werdenhagen {V.ii, part 4.^ p.no.l 
acquaints us, that the powerftl dukes of Briinfwick andLunenburg, having 
■«irith a great force invefted the city of Brnnfwick, the Hanfeatic league 
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fo .effedually fuppojSed that famous member of their confederacy, that 
they effected an amicable compofition between both parties. 

In this fame year (according to Sir James Anmls of Ireland, 

p. 29.) the Irifh flatutes were firft written in Englifh ; whereas the laws 
of former parliaments were in the old French tongue, and digeded into 
rolls, ' 

The Scottifh parliament now made a law, obliging all workmen and 
tradefmen to fubmit to the regulations of the civil magiftrates, with re- 
gard to the prices of things fold by them, more efpecially of eatables 
and drinkables. Another Scottifh law of this year obliged all freehold- 
ers to put their eldeft fons to fchools to learn Latin, and afterwards for 
three years to fludy philofophy and law. 

Toward the clofe of this century, the excellent fcience of algebraical 
arithmetic began to be known in Europe ; a fcience which has proved 
extremely ufeful in many parts the mathematics, and in all calcula- 
tions for intere ft, annuities for lives and terms, reverfions, difcounts, 
&c. The earlieft printed authcyr on it was Lucas de Burgo, an Italian 
friar, whofe work was printed at Venice this year. It is Laid an Arab- 
ian, named Geber, was the inventor of this noble art, about the year 
950; though fome think that the Perfians, Indians, and Chinefe, had it 
much easliei;; W-hile others again afcribe its invention to the Greeks, as 
far* back’ as Plato’s time. 

King Henry VII, for the accommodation of fuch of his fubjedls as 
fliould trade to Italy with . their (hips and merchandize, appointed B^e- 
dicl and Laurence Bomuci, jointly and feparately, to be confuls and 
prefidents of the Engliflr merchant^ at Pifa, and the places adjacent in 
Italy, upon the fame terms or allowance with former confuls, viz. one- 
fourth part of a ducat upon every lOo ducats, [fcedera, xii, p. 553.] 
1495.— Upon the death of Don Juan, the heir of the crown of Caf- 
tiie, the people of all ranks clothed themfelves in white ferge ; which, 
(fays Herrera) was the laft time that white mourning was ufed in Spain. 

Emanuel king of Portugal, about this time ordered all the Jews and 
Moors to leave bis kingdomby a prefixed time, or elfe to be perpetual (laves. 
The Moors immediately withdrew into Africa ; but from the Jews he 
took all their children under fifteen years old, and baptized? them ; and 
rhe»old ones were fo perpetually bar raffed, pcrfecuted, and defignedly 
ol>ftruded in their journey out of that country, that, to avoid the per- 
pefaal fta very intended, they outwardly confented to be., baptized, but 
inwardly retained their old religion, and therewith doubtlefs an irrecon- 
ciieuble hatred to their perfecutdrs. '[Puffendorf’s IhtroduBion to the HiJ- 
t or}' yjf Europe.'] 

,Ti^is year was aufpicious to the Britifh empire by a treaty being con- 
cluded for a marriage between James IV king of Scotland, and the lady 
Margaret, daughter of H§nry VII king of England, vdiich laid the 
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foundation of an happy union of the two kingdoms ; yet the dowery 
and portion \¥ere not adjufted till the year 1 500, nor the confummation 
till 1504. \F(£dera, V. x\\, p. 

1496.— After many mutual complaints and differences, and a long fuf- 
penlion of commerce between England and the Netherlands, during 
which, (fays Lord St. Albans), the merchants-adventurers, being a 
flrong company at that time, and well underfet with rich men, held out 
bravely, taking off the commodities of the kingdom, though they lay 
dead upon their hands for want of vent, anew and folemn treaty of 
peace, commerce, and alliance, was concluded between king Henry 
VII and the archduke Philip, fovereign of the Netherlands, which, 
for its excellency and importance, was dignified by the Netherlanders 
with the name of intercurfus magnus, both becaufe it is more complete 
than preceding ones, and alfo to dignify it from the treaty that follow- 
ed in the 21ft year of the king (i 5 c:? 5 ), which they called intercurfus 
jzziz/ar; in fubftance as follows. 

I) Mutual liberty allowed on both fides to trade to each others do- 
minions, without alking for licence or pafiport. — To carry all manner 
of merchandize, whedier wool, leather, vitluals, arms, horfes, jewels, 
or any other wares, either by land or water, from Calais, England, and 
Ireland, to the countries of Brabant, Flanders, Flainault, Holland, Zea- 
land, and Mechlin, and from thefe provinces to Calais, Engla"^nd, and 
Ireland ; and that both parties„may freely refort to and unload at all 
ihft^cufioraary port^ and reload,*^ and thence freely depart, 

II) Merchants, mariners, &c. may, on both fides, carry weapons of 
defence in their fliips, and bring them on fhore to their lodgings, where 
they {hall leave their fwords, daggers, &c. till they go onboard again. 

III) The fiihers on both fides may freely filh on the feas, without 
any fafe conduifl afked ; and when driven into each others ports, by 
tempeft or other ne^:efllty, they fhall be fafe there, and have free liber- 
ty to dtpart at picafure, paying the cufiomary dues. 

IV) I'irates, and flrips of th.e enemies of either party, fliail not be 
permitted to rob, or otherwife injure the fubjefts of either party in 
their refpeGlive havens and countries ; nor to land nor fell there the 
g )ods or flrips taken from either party. 

V) And to the end tltat captures of fliips, perfons, and goods, 
hereafter ceafe between both parties, it is agreed, that fecurity, to 
double the va?lue of fhip and goods, be given by fliipmafters letting 
out on a voyage, that they fitall not commit any piracy or robbery on 
the fubjefts of the ocher party. 

VI) The fliips of either party, driven into the ports of the ocher 
party, by florin, enemies, &c. iliall remain there fafely, and majk' de- 
part again freely ; but they fliall not open nor unload their mercKand- 
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ize, without a ^dfible neceflity, arid without the prefence and confent 
©f the cuftom-houfe officers. 

VII) The merchants, mariners, &c. of both parties fhall not import 
into the other party’s country the goods of an enemy to that party. 

VIII) If it fhall happen, that a fhip of either of the contrading parties 
be wrecked on the |hores of the other party, though'there fhall not be 
found therein alive either man, woman, cat, dog, or cock*,. yet the 
goods in the faid fhip fhall be preferved, and laid up for a year and a 
day, by the proper officers of the place ; within which time the proper 
owners may come and make out their claim, and. receive the goods, 
paying the requifite expenfes for recovering and keeping, the fame. 

IX) The merchants of both parties fhall have proper houfes for them- 
felves and their merchandize, in the feveral towns and cities of the 
other party, with the fame privileges and immunities as have beem 
cuflomary before the lafl fifty ySars; and fhaH, in all refpeds,. be aS' 
kindly treated as any other foreign nation refiding there.. 

X) The officers in either country, appointed, for fearching for' con- 

traband goods, fhall perform it civilly, without fpoiling them, or break- ^ 
ing the chefls, barrels, packs, or facks, under pain of one month’s 
imprifbnment. And when the fearchers fhall have opened, them, they 
fhall affift in the fhutting and mending of them,. &c. Nor fhall they 
compel the owners to fell or difpofe of the fame againfl their own in- 
clinations. . 

XI) If the Englifh refiding in the l^ether lands fhall fufpedl a debtor , 
there to intend an elopement, the^debtor may be compelled to give 
fecurity there for paying the debt y and the Netherlanders in England 
ffiall enjoy the fame benefit.. 

XII) Upon any damage or violence done to the fubjedts of either of 
the contraffing parties, the damaged party fhall not immediately take 
out letters of marque or reprifals, nor arreft either* the perfon or goods . 
of the accufed party ; but fhall firfi warn and fummon him before his 
refpedtive prince, who alone ought to give redrefs to the injured party. 

XIII) All letters of marque and reprifals fhall be called in, and fhall 
remain fufpended on both fides, unlefs it fhall be otherwife determined 
by a future congrefs of both parties. 

, XIV) And as it is forbidden to the Englifli and others to enter the 
caftle of Sluys in Flanders ; it is now flipulated, that in cafe, through 
ignorance, or any other caufe not appearing to be fJaudulent, any- 
merchants, or other fubjeds of. the king* of England, fhall happen to 
enter the gate of the faid caflle, they fhall not, merely for that caufe,. 
be Injured in their perfons nor goods. 

•• f . "i 

^ This is an enlargement of the former wreck-law in favour of the fufferers. 

VoL. 11. B 
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XV) The Englifli fhall freely bring bullion of gold and of filver 
through the Netherlands from other countries, in order to carry the 
fame into England, provided they bring certificates from the proper 
officers of thofb other countries, of the quantity of bullion fo bought 
or otherwife lawfully acquired. 

XVI) None bul; the public and anciently known and received weights 
ihall be ufed in either country. 

XVII) For confei'vators of this peace and intercourfe of commerce, 
there were appointed' by king Henry VII, on the part of England, 
fundry lords therein named, and likewife the mayors and aldermen of 
London, York, Brifiol, Winchefter, Canterbury, Rochefter, South- 
ampton, Sandwich (Zandwic), Dover, Lynn, Dartmouth, Plymouth, 
■Hull, Winchelfca, Bofion, Yarmouth, and Berwick; who alfo bound 
themfelves to the archduke 'Philip, under the obligation of all their 
goods, prefent and future, to endeavohr to the utmoft of their power^ 
that their fovereign king Henry VII ihould faithfully keep it inviolable 
in all its parts r And on the part of the archduke there were likewife 
bound feveral lords of his countries, and alfo the burgomafters of Gaunt, 
Bruges, Ypres, Dunkirk, Newport, Antwerp, Bergen-op-zoom, Doort, 
Delft, Leyden, Amfterdam, Middelburg, Zirikzee, Terveer, Mechlin, 
and Briel, to fee the faid peace and intercourfe of commerce faithfully 
kept. 

Signed at London, 24th Feb. 1495-6 ; ratified April 14.76. 

Whereupour (fays Lord St.AJfcans, in hi/Iory of king Henry VI I), 
the EngHfh merchants returned to |heir manfion at Antwerp, where 
they were received with proeeffion and joy. 

The reader, who knows the hiflories of thofe times, will, we appre- 
hend, plainly perceive the reafons for the Netherlanders fliling this 
treaty the intercurfus magnus ; as it is, indeed, a very diftindt and ample 
one for the prevention of all depredations and wrongs on either fide, as 
well as for a free and undiflurbed fifliery and commerce. 

We need not here remark, that the ancient way of cautionary con- 
fervators, both of nobility and cities, for the keeping of fuch treaties, 
is long fince laid afide between princes and ftates, as not anfwering any 
valuable end": Yet, in treating with the Hanfe towns, and other popular 
governments, fuch confervators might have poffibly added fome fdrc-e 
to their treaties. For this very treaty is declared to be made not only 
between the fdVereigns of both countries, but alfo between the vaflals, 
cities, and fubjeds ; and that: thofe alone -w ho fhould do any injury fhould 
be punifhed, and none others ; the peace, neverthelefs, remaining in 
full force. And this treaty was not only figned by the plenipotentiaries 
of both princes, but was likewife figned and fealed by the burgomafbeTrs 
of the cities of the Netherlands above mentioned ; all which is thereby 
declared to be for the greater fecurity of amity and commerce. 


^ , , , 
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We now come to the firft attempt by England for the difcovery of 
unknown countries. King Henry VII, perceiving his error in negled- 
ing the propofal of Columbus, thought to retrieve it by his grant on 
the 5th of March 1495-6, to John Cabot (or Gabota), a citizen of Ve- 
nice, then fettled at Briftol, and to his fons, Lewjs, Sebaftian, and 
Sanches, authorifing them to navigate all the parts, countries, and bays 
of the eaftern, weftern, and northern feas, under the Englilh flag, with 
fiveihips, and as many men as they ihall judge proper, at their own 
foie cofls and charges, to difcover the countries of gentiles or infidels, 
in whatever part of the world they may be fituated, which have hither- 
to been unknown to all chriftians *; with power to them, or any of 
them, to fet up our banners in any town, caftle, ifland, or continent 
of the countries fo to be difcovered by them : And fuch of the faid 
towns, caftles, or iflands, fo found out and fubdued by them, to occupy 
ahd poflefs, as our vaflals, governors, lieutenants, and deputies, the 
dominion, title, and jurifditSfion thereof, and of the terra jirma or con- 
tinent fo found out remaining* to us ; provided (fays this wary king) 
that out of all the profits, emoluments, advantages, gains and produce - 
arifing from this navigation or expedition, the faid Cabot and fons fhall 
be obliged to pay us, for each voyage they fliall fo make, on their re- 
turji to ,<3ur*port of Briftol (to which port they are hereby abfolutely 
bound to fteer), after all needful cofts and charges are deduded, one 
fifth part of the whole capital gain, either in merchandize or in mo- 
ney.— The faid Cabots to be free from all cuftoms on th"^ goods t'Sey * 
fhall fo import — The lands they iha^l fo difcover and fubdue fliall not 
be frequented nor vifited by any others of our fubjeds, without the li- 
cence of Cabot and his fons, under forfeiture, &c. [Foedera, V. xii, />.. 

595-] 

Here was a fuflficient charter to the Cabots for taking pofleflion of 
all the continent of North America, had they had refolution and means 
fufficient for planting what they the following year, difcovered j or ra- 
ther, had this king had fpirit and generofity enough to fupport fuch a 
plantation at his own expenfe, whereby the Englifti would not only 
have been the firft difcoverers, but would have had the,ftart,of all other 
nations, in being the firft planters of the American .continent. They 
fes cfut (lays lord St. Albans) with one Briftol ihip,. and three from 
London, loaded with grofs and flight wares, and went as far as the 
north fide of Terra di Labrador, in dyi degrees of latitude. 

Captain Fox, in his book called the North-Weft Fox, printed in the 
year 1 635, fays he took the way towards Iceland from beyond the Cape 
of Labrador, until he found himfelf in , .5.8, degrees and better; thence 
he failed fouthward along the ftiores of America, as far as the ifle of 


* King Henry evidently pays no regard to the Papers divifion of the ■ undifcovcd parts of the 
world between Spain and Portugal 

■B 2.. 
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Cuba; and fo returned back to England; where, king Henry VII be- 
ing engaged in a vrar with Scotland, there was no inclination to any 
farther difcoveries of the new world ; fo that Sebaftian, the moll active 
and ingenious of the Cabots, entered into the fervice of Spain, and was 
inftrumental in farther American difcoveries. Hakluyt (in the dedi- 
cation of the 2d volume of his voyages to Sir Robert Cecil, fecretary 
of ftate to Queen Elizabeth, 1599), afferts, with juftice, that not only 
the principal Spaniflr writers, as Peter Martyr ab Angleria, Francis Lo- 
pes de Goniora, and the moft learned Venetian, John Baptifta Ramii- 
iio, as alfo the French geographer Popliniere, &c. all acknowlege, with 
one confent, that of the great trad of land, from 67 degrees northward 
to the latitude of Florida, was firft difcovered by England, as above. 
The prefident De Thou, or Thuanus, (1. xliv.) fpeaking of the firft dif- 
covery of Florida, about the beginning of the next century, which the 
Spaniards abfolutely claim to themfelves., has this expreffion, viz: ‘ But 
‘ what is more certain, and which very many affirm, long before this 
‘ time, Sebaftian Cabot, a Venetian nifvigator, not unlkilled in aftro- 
- ‘ nomy, under the authority of Henry VII, king of England, and in 
emulation of Columbus (whole fame at that time was fpread abroad), 
‘ did, in the year 1496, firft of any arrive in this province.’ Herrera 
likewife, in his general hiftory of America, fays of Cabot’s ex*pedition, 
‘ That he advanced as far as *68 degrees of north latitude, and finding 
‘ the cold very intenfe, even ifi July, he durft not proceed any farther; 
" ‘ but that he g^ave a: better account of all thofe parts than any other had 
‘ done.’ How weak then are the ppetenfions of France to the prior dif- 
covery of North America, alleging that John Verazzani, a Florentine, 
employed by their king Francis I, was the firft difcoverer of thofe 
■coafts, feeing that king did not come to the crown till above nineteen 
years after Cabot’s difcovery of the whole coaft of North America, be- 
tween 68 degrees north and the fouth end of Florida ? So that, from 
beyond Hudforfs bay, (into which bay alfo Cabot then failed, and gave 
Englifti names to fundry places therein), fouthward to Florida, the 
whole extent of North America, on the eaftern coaft, does, by all the 
right that prior difcovery can give, belong to the crown of Great Bri- 
tain ; excepting, however, what our monarchs have, by fubfequent trea- 
ties with other European powers, given up or ceded. Thefe authentic 
authors are a cloud of evidences, greater than which cannot perhaps be 
matched in hitlory ; and even Columbus himfelf faw not the continent 
of America till the year 1497 : Yet, as fiindry new interefts, claims, and 
encroachments have been made fihce the times in which they flourifhed, 
the nations to .which they belonged would not probably be forry^hat 
their teftimonies were buried in eternal oblivion. The main end the 
above attempt of Cabot’s from England was laid, by the writers of and 
near thofe times, to have been to difcover'a north-weft paftage to the 
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Indies or fpice-iflands, or GMna, then called Cathaya, whither fome tra- 
vellers had gone over land in the nth, 12th, and 13th centuries. Ca- 
bot having failed as far north as dy-j degrees, the land which he firffc 
faw was the country between the mouth of the river of Canada and 
Hudfon’s Strait, and which he therefore named Pripaa Villa [i. firft 
•feen] which name it foon loft, and next got the name of Corterealis 
from a Portuguefe, who, from Lifbon, fell in with that coatt in the year 
1500, calling alfo the north part of it Eftotiland. After the French had 
fettled in Canada, they called the whole country New France. Laftly, 
from the Englifti difcoveries on the north parts of that country, deep 
into the bay of Hudfon, it was called New Britain ; though the Portu- 
guefe, in feme of their maps, call it Terra di Labrador, its only pro- 
dudt hitherto being peltry, furs, and feathers *. 

The firft ftatute made in England, giving any particular directions 
concerning impotent beggars lii. Jjen. VII, c. 2.] directs, that every beg- 
gar not able to work, fitall refort to the hundred where he laft dwelt, is 
beft known, or was born ; and'fhall there remain, upon pain of being 
fet in the ftocks three days and three nights, with only bread and wa- 
ter, and then fliall be put out of town. A poor relief this for thofb im- 
potent people! Yet as there were monafteries and nunneries every 
where, which had good incomes and warm kitchens, the poor had then 
a much better chance than if they were now to be referred only to fuch 
precarious relief. * 

Foreigners refiding in England, having frequently be'Sn made deni- 
zens by letters-patent from the king, whereby they had the fubftantial 
benefit of paying no higher cuftoms, &c. than natural born fubjeCts, 
they greatly abufed that privilege, by colouring the merchandize of o- 
ther foreigners or merchants-ftrangers, by entering their merchandize 
at the cuftom-houfes as their own proper goods. 

To obviate this fraud, a law was made \i \ . Hen.'VII, c. 14.] that all 
merchants-ftrangers, made denizens by letters-patent or otherwife, 
fhould hereafter pay fuch cuftoms and fubfidies for their goods and 

^ As Mr. Anderfon builds fo miicb upon tbe ‘ A. D. 1497, John Cabot, a Venetian, and 

priority of the difcovcry of the continent of Arae- ^ Sebatlian his fon, wfth an^Engiifh fleet, fet 

rica by Cabot in the fervlce of England, it is a ^ fail from Bn'ftow, difcovered that ifland, which 

pi|y tliat authors do not agree in the date of it* ‘before that time no man had attempted, on 

But, without repeating the difcordant authorities ‘ the 214 of June.* 
of thofe who date it in 1496, 1498, and 1499, % 

we may depend on the contemporary tellimony of This ;^ate (1497) has accomingly been adopt- 
alderman Fabian, who fays, that he failed in -•the -Cd by the judicious authox's, Raynal, Foriler, 
beginning of May, in the mayoralty of John Henry, Robertfon, &c. 

Tate fi. e. t497}> but returned in the fubfequent Without paying any attention to priority of 
mayoralty of William Furchafe, with xhxtt Jalva- difeovery^ the Englifh could found their right, at 
Newfoundland. Fox alfo quotes the fol- leafl: to a very great part of their territories in A- 
lowing infeription, engraved near Newfoundland^ merica, on the much more honourable title of, a 
in a map publiftied by Sebaftian, the fon of John purchafe from the aboriginal proprietors. M. 
Cabot. 
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mercharkdize, inward and outward, as they fhould have paid if fuch de- 
nization had never been granted them. 

This year (or the beginning of the year 1497) Columbus arrived at 
the port of Venezuela ; but not being then certain that it was a part of 
the continent of South America, and Americus Vefpucius going foon 
after on that coaft, he (fays Herrera) artfully gained the glory of the 
difcovery of the continent ; although, when Columbus came again on 
that coafl, he made it appear that it was the fame he had difcovered be- 
fore. 

An ad of parliament [i i. Hen. HII, c. 4.] gives diredions for making 
weights and meafures, as a public ftandard all over England, to be taken 
from thofe in the exchequer, and to be lodged in the principal cities 
and towns ; from which ftandards other weights and meafures were to 
be made, fealed, and marked, for private ufe. Thofe cities and towns 
were the fliire-towns, and mod frequented places in each county, and 
therefore needlefs to be here particularized, as being the fame as at this 
time. 

^ 1 497. — The Portuguefe, fince the difcovery of Africa as far fouth as the 

Cape of Good Hope, feem to have contented themfelves with what they 
had already done, till the year 1497, when king Emanuel determined to 
pufh his inquiries farther. He therefore fent out Vafco de^Garpa wij;h 
three {hips and a tender, who, in five months time, got to the north- 
eaftward of that famous promontory, and at Mozambique (where they 

r fpoke Arabic^^he goi a Mooriflh pilot for Quiloa and Mombaza on the 
fame coaft, where he found large ^ips from Arabia and India ; and 
here he found the Moors poflefled of fea-charts, quadrants, and even of 
the compafs ; and at Melinda he got a Guzerat pilot for Calecut in In- 
-dia, which he found to be a large and populous place, v;here there were 
above 1500 fail of ihips, ill Built, and worfe fupplied with proper tack- 
ling, &c. for long voyages; neither had they as yet there got the ufe of 
the compafs ; but they carried on a great trade in fpices and other In- 
dian merchandize ; and here he found fome Moorilli merchants and 
one Italian. Thence he returned back to Melinda, and fo home, in 
about twenty-fix months, to Lifbon. So here was a furprifing new the- 
atre for commerce opened for Portugal to adl on, which we ftiall fee 
they for a long time improved to good purpofe, till riches brought 'bq 
pride, prodigality, and effeminacy amongft the people, whereby a door 
was opened foxf other nations to ftrip them of their large poiTefiions and 
trade in India. 

We have an aft: of parliament [12. Hen. Hilt c. 6.) intitled ‘ Every 
‘ Englifhrhan {hall have free jecourfe to certain foreign marts, witlVout 
‘ exaftion to be taken by any Englilh fraternity which very mtich 
helps to clear up the difputes which took up fo many pages of pamphlets, 
and even of entire books, from this time •downward for near 200 
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years, between the feparate merchants-adventurers * or traders, from 
many parts of England, on one fide, and a feledl: company of mer- 
chants, which had exifted for 200 years, . and about thefe times began 
to give themfelves the pompous title of the Company of Merchants- Ad- 
venturers of England, though they were not dignified by royal charter 
with this title till the year 1 505. The preamble to this ftatute, of which we 
here give the fubftance, fets forth (by way of petition to the Houfe of 
Commons, from the merchants-adventurers refiding in divers parts of 
England out of the city of London), That whereas they trade beyond 
fea with their goods and merchandize, as well into Spain, Portugal, Bre- 
tagne, Ireland, Normandy, France, Seville, Venice, Dantzic, Eaftland, 
Frifeland, and many other parts f; there to buy and fell, and make 
their exchanges, according to the laws and cuftoms of thofe parts ; every 
one trading as feems moft to his advantage, without exaction, fine, impo- 
fition, or contribution, to be had or taken of them, or any of them, to, 
for, or by any Englifti perfon or perfons : And in like fort they, before 
this time, have had, ufed, and of right ought to have and ufe the like 
commerce into the coafts of Flanders, Holland, Zealand, Brabant, and 
other adjacent parts, under the obedience of the archduke of Burgun- 
dy ; in which places are ufually kept the univerlal marts or fairs, four 
tiroes in the year ; to which marts all Englifiimen, and divers other na- 
tions, in time paft, have ufed to refort, there to fell their own commo- 
dities, and freely to buy fuch merchandize as they had^occafion for j 
till now of late, that the fellowfliip of the mercers, and other merchants 
and adventurers, dwelling, and bekig free within the city of London, 
by confederacy amongft themfelves, for their own fingular profit, con- 
trary to every Englifhman’s liberty, to the liberty of the faid mart 
there, and contrary to all law, reafon, charity,* right, and confcience, have 
made an ordinance among themfelves, to the prejudice of all other Eng- 
lilhmen, that no Englifliman, reforting to the faid mart, fhall either 
buy or fell any merchandize there, unlefs he fhall have firft compound- 
ed and made fine with the faid fellowfliip of merchants of London, at 
their pleafure, upon pain of forfeiture to the faid fellowfliip of fuch their 
faid merchandize : Which fine, impofition, anxi exadiion, afthe begin- 
ning when firfl; taken, was demanded by colour of the fraternity of 
StiP Thomas Becket ; at which time it was only an old noble Sterling : 
And fo, by colour of fuch feigned holinefs, it hath been f^ffered to be 
taken of a few years paft. It was afterwards increafed to 1 00 fhillings 
Flemifh ; but now the faid fellowfliip of London take of every Eng- 
liftiman or young merchant, being there, at his firft coming, L. 40 Ster- 
ling ^r a fine, to fuffer him to buy and fell’his own goods. By reafon 

^ A merchant-adventurer was one who adventured his merchandize to foreign countries. 

f The old nds of parliament are often very inaccurate in their recital of foreign countries.. 



i6 A. D. 1497- 

whereof, all merchants, not of the faid fellowfhip, do withdraw them-" 
felves from the faid marts, whereby the woollen cloth- of this realm, 
which is one of the greateft commodities of the fame, as well as fun- 
dry other Englifli commodities, are not fold nor got off as in times pafl, 
but are, for want^of fale thereof, in divers parts where fuch cloths are 
made, conveyed to London, and there fold at an undervalued price, 
even below what they cofl the mahers. Moreover, the merchandize of 
thofe foreign parts, imported by the faid fellowfhip, is fold to your com- 
plainants and other fubjeds, at fo high a price, that the buyers cannot 
live thereupon;, by reafon whereof, all the cities and towns of the 
realm are fallen- into great poverty, ruin, and decay, and the king’s cut 
toms and fubfidies, and the navy of the land, greatly decreafed. It was 
therefore now enaded, That all Englifhmen from henceforth fhall 
and may freely refort to the coafts of Flanders, Holland, Zealand, Bra- 
bant, and other parts adjoining, under the obedience of the archduke ; 
and at their marts or fairs there, fell their merchandize, and buy and 
make exchange freely, without exadicm, fine, impofition, or contribu- 
tion, taken or received of any of them by tbe faid fraternity or fellow- 
fhip, excepting only the fum of lo merks (L.6 : 13:4) Sterling, on pain 
of forfeiting L.20 Sterling for every time they take more, and fhall al- 
fo forfeit to the party fo impofed on, ten times fo much as contrary to 
this ad is taken of him. 

By this memorable law we -afe informed of the extent of the foreign 
commerce ofThe Englifh merchants at this time ; and we are acquaint- 
ed with the gradual fteps of the fo«^ety of London merchants-adventur- 
ers, for increafing their freedom-fines from 6 f%d to L. 40 Sterling. 
Thefe freedom-fines are now, by ad of Parliament, fixed at L. 6 : 13:4. 
Neverthelefs, as this fine jvas hereby permitted to be demanded and 
taken by the London fociety of merchants-adventurers, who foon after 
allumed the appellation of the merchants-adventurers of England, it 
was thereby in effed eflablifhed by law, although the fine was thereby 
thus limited, which, in fome meafure, claflies with the preamble of this 
flatute. 

A fupplemeptal treaty of commerce was concluded between king 
Henry VII and the archduke Philip, fovereign of the Netherlands, 
whereby it was ftipulated, 

I) That the new duty of one florin on every Englifh woollen cloth, 
and alfo whatever other ne^ impofition had been laid thereon, fhould 
now be abfolutely annulled ; and En^ifh cloth be freely imported and 
fold in all the archduke’s countries, Flanders only excepted free of 
that duty of one florin, apd of all the other new impofitions. /'■ 

II) And in cafe at any time the archduke or his fucceiToife' xhall 

^ This exception was in favoiu* of the vail woollen naanufadures of Flanders* 
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again lay on the duty of one florin on Englifli cloth, or any other new 
impofition, then it &all be free for the king of England either to keep 
or to break this and all former treaties or intercourfes of commerce with 
the Netherlands. 

Ill) As to the duty of one mark per fack of wool, which the Nether- 
landers are obliged to pay at the ftaple of Calais, that point fliall be due- 
ly confidered at the enfuing diet or congrefs, to be held at Bruges, be- 
tween the two contrading parties. [Foedera, V. xii, p. 654.] 

1498. — In the year 1498, Louis XII king of France, ratified and con- 
firmed the treaty made by his father Charles VIII with Henry VII king 

•bf England, wherein it had been ftipulated, that fhipmafiers, or owners of 
fhips, fhould give fecurity to double the value of fhip and cargo, not to 
commit piracy, nor to molefl; the fubjeds of the other party ; and fun- 
dry other ftipulations were now rnade for preventing pirates from fell- 
ing their fpoils in the ports of either party, &c. All which flipulations 
between England and other nations plainly fliow, that in thofe times 
there mull have been much rebbing and violence on the feas, even 
whilft peace exified between nations in general. [Foedera -V. xii,p. 690.] 

This year the city of Riga, as a free and independent flate, entered , 
into a treaty with Henry VII, whereby, I) The mutual intercourfe of 
commerce was renewed. 

II) The Englifh, trading to Riga and its territory, were to pay no cuf- 

lom, duty, or toll whatever. ^ * 

III) But Riga traders, with their fhips and merchandize-brought from 
Riga, coming to England, were to pay the fame duties, &c. as the mer- 
chants of the Teutonic Hanfe towns do ; and for merchandize from 
other parts the fame duties as other merchants-flrangers pay. 

IV) Laftly , Riga hereby remits all former claims of money due to 
her from England, or for which England was any way engaged to the 
mafler-general and knights of the crofs of Pruflia ; particularly the fum 
of 10,637 gold nobles, 2d? Sterling each] the written obligation for 
which is hereby promifed to be delivered up into the hands of the maf- 
ter of the fociety of Englifh merchants refiding at Antwerp or Bruges*. 
[Fcedera, xii,p. 701 .] 

1499. — feems to have been about the middle,or perhapsnearer to the 
beginning of this century, that the Scots began to have a confiderable 
fifiiery for exportation to foreign markets, which their Parliaments con- 
tinued for fome time to encourage by well-judged laws, although their 
corporation-towns were ftill defirous to confine it to themfelves. The 
forty-ninth' adl of the fourth parliament of king James IV, now takes 
notiae of the vaft riches ftill lofl to Scotland for want of a fufficient 
nutaJker of convenient fhips and buffes to be employed in the fifhery. 

* Though this treaty may feem fcarcely worth notice in the prefent hate of affairs, it may convey 
fome information to hatefmen or merchants. 
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Wherefor, on account of the great advantage which thereby might be 
had, and to caufe idle men and vagabonds to labour for their livings, 
for the common profit and univerfai welfare of the realm, the Parlia- 
ment appointed, that fiihing fliips and bufles, of tw^enty tons burden or 
upwards, flrould be made in all [fea-port] towns of the realm, in pro- 
portion to their ability. 

Such regulations brought their fiihery, and confequently their naval 
ilrength, as well as feveral other improvements, to a confiderable height ; 
but their fubfequent ill-judged laws of reftraint and prohibition threw 
all things retrograde. For, by the 98th adl of the feventh Parliament 
of king James V, 1 540, they enaded, that none Ihould fend any white 
fifh beyond fea ; but that ftrangers be permitted to come, and buy them 
of merchants and freemen of burghs with ready gold and filver or mer- 
chandize. And the doth adl of the 4th Parliament of king James VI, 
enjoins all filhers of herring, or other white filh, to bring their fiih to free 
ports, there to be fold, fird in common to all fubjeds, and afterward the 
remainder to freemen; that the king’s own fubjeds may be firft ferved; 
and that if abundance remain, they may be faked and exported by free 
burgelles, under forfeiture of fliip and goods. How much wifer would 
thofe law-makers have been, had they permitted the fifh to be imme- 
diately exported by any perfons whatever, as it feems had formerly been 
pradifed, and without any particular regard either to free ports or free- 
men ? Thus the Scots now entirely loft to the Netherlanders their former 
exportation oF-fiSir v/hich imprudence was firft begun by the reftrain- 
ing by-laws of what they call their royal burghs about 70 years before, 
which they now at length got confirmed by Parliament. 

King Henry VII now concluded a new commercial treaty or inter- 
courfe with the archduke Philip, fovereign of the Netherlands ; in 
fubftance as follows, viz. 

I . That, for twelve years to come, a duty of only half a merk (inftead 
*of one merk as hitherto) fhall be paid by the Netherlanders, on every 

lack of wool fold to them at the ftaple at Calais ; unlefs it fhall at any 
time happen that there may be a great mortality amongft the Iheep in 
England (of wdiich certificates, properly vouched upon oath from Eng- 
land, fliall be produced), in which cafe the whole duty of a merk ftiall 
be taken. « 

II. On the other fide, the archduke remits, in favour of the Englilh 

merchants, the one florin per Englilh woollen cloth imported into the 
Netherlands. ' , 

III. The Englilh fhall not, as formerly, be obliged to bring all their 
woollen cloth to the ftaple of Antwerp or Bruges, and no where yelfe, 
there to be fealed before removed; but they fhall now be at full li^¥y;ty 
ro carry their cloth, and to fell it in every pa^t of the archduke’s do- 
minions, Flanders alone excepted. 



IV, The cMef of the Englifli merchants at the fairs of Antwerp and 
Bruges, ealled the court-mafter, fhall not, as formerly, fix a fet price on 
the merchandize they are to buy at thofe fairs. 

The other articles relate to the packing of wool in England, wherein 
we find the mayor and conftables of the fkaple at Weftminifter for the 
fouth parts of England, and the like officers at the ftaple at Bofton for 
the north parts of England, were to be judges and certifiers of the 
package of wool to be brought to the ftaple at Calais. Other articles 
related to the recovery of debts in both countries, and to the effecfts of 
perfons dying inteftate, &e. All which (the half merk per fack of 
wool excepted) were to remain in force during the joint lives of both 
contrafting parties, and one year after the death of the firft. \_Foedera, 
V. xii, /». 711,] 

, Americus Vefpucius, a Florentine, in the fervice of Spain, now failed 
from Port St. Maries in Andalufia, and made feme difcovery on the 
eoaft in South America ; and as this was by Spain deemed the firft dif- 
covery of the continent, that -vyhole country had its name from him, 
who did very little towards any material difeoveries,^ and undoubtedly 
was not the firft difeoverer of that continent, as we have abundantly 
fhown under the year 1496. 

lyoo.-w-Epanuel king of Portugal, encouraged by the fuccefs of the firft 
vo*yage to Eaft-India, fent out Cabral with 13 fhips and 1200 men, to 
make a fettlement there ; but a violent ftorm drove him on the coaft 
of Brafil, of which he immediately advertifed his king, by a vefTel 
fent home on purpofe ; and there he left two Portuguefe to explore that 
country *. Every one knows that ^his noble province has ever fince 
proved an almoft inexhauftible fund of riches to Portugal, and that all 
parts of Europe, which have any commerce with that kingdom, do, in 
fome meafure, reap the benefits of this fortuitous difcovery. In ano- 
ther ftorm near the Cape of Good Hope, they lofi; feveral fhips, and 
with only fix remaining, they arrived at the town of Sofala on the 
fouth-eaft coaft of Africa, which they took pofTeffion of, and fortified. 
They afterwards poftefled themfelves of the ifland of Mozambique on 
that coaft, where they built and fortified, and where they alfo refitted, 
and went thence to <^iloa and Melinda, farther north-eallvard on that 
co^. Travellers obferve, that there is fuch plenty of gold along part 
of the coaft of Africa, that it is juftly fuppofed to have been the Ophir 
of Solomon ; Befidcs, this coaft affords filk, ambergrea|e, ivory, and 
ftaves ; and Mozambique has ever fince proved a feafonabie port for the 
Portuguefe fhips to refrefh and refit in their voyages to and from India. 

Thence Cabral failed to Calecut, and having contrafled friendfhip with 

■ . ■ ■■ ^ ; „ 

rims, as has already been obferved, Arnenc?t after the Portu_ii;uefe began to navigate the fouth 
could not poffibly have long remained iinjknoyra part of the Atlantic ocean. 
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the kings of Cochin and Gananor, he at length returned home, loaded 
with the licheft Indian merchandize, to Lifbon, now crowded with 
commerce. Portugal was now, indeed, in its meridian glory ; fo that 
it Was faid the golden age was revived in the reign of Emanuel ; which 
profperous flate continued to the year 1578, when the fatal death of their 
romantic king doh Sebaftian turned their fortune very much to the re 
verfe, and it has never yet recovered that moffc profperous fituation it 
was in before that period. 

The fuccefs of Spain, in difcovering America, occafioned about this 
time fundry attempts from different countries for farther difcoveries. 
One Cortereal difcovered a coaft in upwards of 50 degrees of north lat- 
itude, fouth of the entrance into that fince called Hudfon’s Bay, which 
country the Englifh afterward named New Britain, and the French 
would fain have included in New France ; but in the firft maps it*is 
called Corterealis. Other voyages of Sifcovery were, at different times*, 
made from France, Spain, Portugal, and Denmark on that bleak coaft, 
from whence the various names of Eftitoland *, Terra di Labrador, 
Efkimaux, &c. are given to it, or to fome part of it, by the maps of 
different nations ; but finding no kind of wealth, but what could be got 
nearer home, viz. by the fifliery (nor a paflage that way to India), 
they all feemed to have no farther inclination for fo irdio^itable a 
coaft. 

In the treaty for the marriage of Arthur prince of Wales with the 
king of SpainJfr dsuighter, there is a renewal of the intercourfe of com- 
merce between England and Spain, wherein there is nothing particular, 
but a claufe in thofe days niuch ufed in treaties of commerce (not 
much to the credit of that age), viz. That the fhipmafters of both na- 
tions fhould thenceforward give feeiuity, on their fetting fail for foreign 
parts, in double the value of fhip and cargo, not to commit deprava- 
tions, nor any kind of violence nor injuftice, againft any of the fubjecls 
of the other contrafting party. It was hereby alfo in general ftipuluted, 
That fpecial care fliould Idc taken of the merchandize of fliips wrecked 
on the fhores of either party, to be faved and kept for the right owners. 
[Fosdera, V. xii, p. 741 .] 

1501 Emanuel king ofPortugal, fluffed with the fuccefs of the dif- 

coveries of India and or the fouth continent of America, now fent^out 
three ffips to India. In their way they difcovered the ifle of Afcepfioh, 
lying eight degrees fouth of the line', and' other ifles on the fouth coaft 
of Africa. On their return 'from Indira- they difcovered the uninhabit- 
ed ifle of St. Helena (in fouth latitude 16®, and about mid-way be- 
tween Africa and America)', which- has fince been long an 

f 

^ * Eftotiiand is mentioned in the middle of the related* and illuftrated in Fo^er^s 
fourteenth, cenmry by-Zeno, whofe voyage was 'm Nmi*- MI 

publifhcd m Ramuho’s Cdik^ions, and. is alfo ^ 
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fully in the pofleffion. of the Englilh Eaft-India Company, as a refrelh- 
ing place for their Ihips returning homeward. The Portuguefe ftored 
it with hogs, goats, and poultry; and for many years after this, they 
were wont to flop at it in their homeward-bound Eafl-india voyages, to 
fupply themfelves tvith thofe provifions and frefti water ; but it is very 
difficult to find in their outward-bound voyages, becaufe of the trade 
winds. The next year Vafco de Gama was fent to India with ten fliips, 
and was the firft who crofled over diredly from Mozambique to India 
and Soderias, with fifteen {hips. The following year they built a. fort at 
Cochin, fubdued the king of Mombaza and others on the eaft.coaft of 
Africa, and fent {hips to cruife at the entrance of the Red Sea againfl 
the Moors, who were their greateft enemies in India. In brief, they 
pufhed on fo numerous and great conquefts in commerce to India, that 
a viceroy, was foon eflabliihed there ; and afterward, under the conduct 
of their great general Albuquerqhe, they became mafters of the ifle of 
Ormus in the Perfian gulf; of Goa, and many other ports on the 
coafls of Malabar and Cormandsl, and alfo the coafts of the ifle of Cey- 
lon, where the beft, and almoft the only true, cinnamon is produced -y. 
they alib maftered the peninfula of Malacca ; and, to complete ail, the- 
famous Moluccos, or fpice-iflands, were fubdued: Infomuch that the 
princes of India began to court their favour. Thus was Portugal, from 
a very moderate condition, in a very few years greatly exalted and en- 
riched, by the foie enjoyment of the corajnerce to India, which that na- 
tion then probably flattered themfeives^they were ii^yeiiio be rivalled 
in. ■ 

1502. — Whilfl fuch great acquiiit?Ons were making by Portugal in the 
eaft, Columbus and Baftidas -were making many ufeful dilcoveries in the 
Weft Indies for the future benefit of Spain. 

We fhouid here alfo note, under this- year' r 502, that Cabral; the Por- 
tuguefe admiral, in his return from India, fettled factories at Melinda; 
Quiloa, Mombaza, and Quirimba, on the Zanguebar coaft. On the 
coaft of Ajan alfo, the Portuguefe reduced moft of the princes to be 
their tributaries ; infomuch that they foon became mafters of the whole 
fouth-eaft coaft of Africa, as far as the entrance into the Red Sea.- Be- 
fore the Portuguefe came thither, the Arabians carried on a' great com- 
me»:e on this coaft, upon which they had madS many fettlements ; but 
hbw long they had been there does not appear. , They alfo had. traded 
thence to-Perfia and India ; but the Portuguefe ruined th^t commerce, 
and got it all into their own hands. ■* 

About this time alfo, Emanuel' king of Portugal turned his arms a- 
gainft the Moors of Barbary ; on which coaft he took and garrifoned 
f nq flly ports, fuch- as Magazan, Agadir (called alfo Santa Cruz by the 
Europeans), Azamor, &c. ; moft of which places, and thofe they had 
before on that coaft, they h^ve long finee loft or abandoned. Neither 


22 


A. D. 1502. 

did Portugal ever reap mucli advantage from thofe port-towns, in point 
of commerce, any farther than they helped to curb the Moorifli pirates; 
whom, however, neither they nor Spain have ever been able eflfedtually 
to liipprefs. * 

In this year was finally concluded the moft aufpicious marriage of 
Margaret, eldefi' daughter of king Henry Vll of England, to king 
James IV of Scotland. The lands ajSigned by James for her dowery of 
L.2000 per annum, in earldoms, lordfliips, manors, forefts,with the pa- 
laces and caftles of Linlithgow and Stirling, are at this time probably 
more than ten times their value at that time.^ 

A treaty of friendftiip and intercourfe of commerce was concluded 
between king Henry VII of England, and Maximilian king of the Ro- 
mans, &c. where it is in general terms fiipulated, ‘ That the merchants 
on both fides may freely refort and trade to each others dominions.’ 

In another treaty, in this fame yeai 1 502, between thofe two princes, 
there is a grant of L. 1 0,000 Sterling from king Henry VII to Maximi- 
lian, for enabling him to make war, againft the Turks on the fide of 
Hungary, where at this time they were puihing on their conquefts ; on 
which account the popes laboured to excite all Chriftian princes to con- 
tribute. And it mufl be owned, that, confidering the charader of king 
Henry VII, this was a large contribution for thofe tinges.. IFiiedera, 
V. xiii, p. 6, 9.] 

King Henry Vn, by a charter, licenfed Hugh Elliot and Thomas 
Afhhurft, rneml^ajjts of Briftof, John Gunfalus and Francis Fernandus, 
natives of Portugal, to fail with fuch Ihips and mariners as they fhall 
judge proper, under Englifti colour^, into all the parts and countries of 
the eaftern, weftern, fouthern, and northern feas, in order to difcover 
any iflands, coafts, and countries of heathen and infidel parts of the 
world; and to eredt king Henry’s banners and enfigns at whatever 
'town, caftle, iflanck or continent, they Ihall fo difcover, and to hold the 
fame (fays the king) for- our ufe, as our lieutenants there : Provided 
they do not concern themfelves with, nor offer to moleft fuch heathen 
and infidel countries as are already difcovered, and reduced to the obe- 
dience of the king of Portugal, or of any other prince our friend or 
confederate. 

Whenever any difco-very fhall be made, it is our wijl that meiK and 
women from England be freely permitted to fettle therein, and to Fm- 
prove the faipie under the prote<&on of thefe grantees, whom we here- 
by empower to make laws, '&c. there. 

The feven remaining claufes relate to the fettling, failing, and trad- 
ing to fuch fuppofed, and to be difcovered country ; the cufloms^to be 
paid, and the reftridions df the trade thither to hi^ own fubjed^w&c. 
,And he thus concludes : 
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And whereas we have, by other letters-patents of the 1 6th year of 
our reign [i. e. two years before, but not to be found in the Foedera], 
granted to Richard Ward, John Thomas, and John Fernandus, toge- 
ther with the four grantees herein named, a licence to go arid difcover 
new countries and iflands; yet we will not have the faicj three firf nam- 
ed perfons to attempt or meddle with any fuch new difcoveries, without 
a licence from the four grantees of this prefent charter*. [Foedera^ 
V. xiii,/). 37 J 

At this time there were difference's between John king of Denmark 
and the Hanfe Towns ; the latter, like true merchants, ftriving to have 
commerce wherever they could obtain it ; the former being driven out 
of Sweden by Steen-Sture the regent, infifted that the Hanfe-Towns 
fliould forbear trading to Sweden; in which (fays the Hanfeatic hiflo- 
rian Werdenhagen, Vol. I. par. m. cap. 17.) king John was feconded by 
the ambaflador of his uncle James ItV king of Scotland (who alfo, accord- 
ing to Meurfius’s Hiftoria Danica, fent John an aid of two flout fhips 
of war), at a general affembly of the deputies of the Hanfeatic league 
at Lubec : Yet the general aflembly at length convinced the Danifh 
king of the unreafonablenefs of that demand, as it would be very un- 
reafonable that they, who had great concerns in Sweden, fliould be ob- 
flru^ed in»their commerce by the quarrels between Denmark and Swe- 
den. 

King Henry VII of England now cat^d the chapel of the Virgin 
Mary, and a tavern adjoining, at the eafl end of the-abfeey -church of 
Wellmirifler, to be taken down ; on the fite whereof he ereded the 
prefent moft beautiful' and magnificent chapel which goes by his name, 
at the expence of L. 14,000, which at this time would probably at leaft 
coll five times that fum. .* 

1 503. — In Scotland, the 70th ad of the fixtK parliament of king James 
IV confirmed that of 1406, and direded that none fhall beg, bur lame, 
fick, and impotent people, under a penalty on the magifti'ates.fuffering 
any others to beg. . 

By another Scottifh law of that fame year, all lords and lairds (land- 
ed gentlemen) were enjoined to have parks with deer, alfo flanks (fifh-- 
ponds)-, conningares (rabbit-warrens), dove-cots, orchards, and hedges, 
and »o plant at leafl one acre of woodlands, where already there are no - 
great woods or forefls. The wars with England had oecafioned their 
Woods to be defti'oyed, fo that they were in great want of,^timber and 
firewood ; they had alfo much. n.egleded ihclofures and parks. Some 

^ Here, again, Henry pays no regard to tlie who in thofe'^days feldom had abilities and pa- 
pope^s j^funiptuous divilion of the world between tience to aQ«omplifh fuch enterprifes. This expe- 
Spaiif^id Portugal. And he equally negleds dition, therefore,, fucceeded - no better than 
giving any pecuniary affiilance to the adventurers, , boPs.- * ^ 
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of thefe points were pretty well profecuted j but others of them, and 
the moll important too, very much negleded, though enforced by many 
fubfequent laws. 

The fame year we firfl: find mention, in a Scottilh ad of parliament 
(c. 8i), of the office of confervator of that nation’s mercantile privi- 
leges in the Netherlands, though the office was apparently of an earlier 
date than this time; when it was now enadled, that for the well of 
merchants, and becaufe of the great exorbitant expenfes made by them 
upon pleas in parts beyond the feas, the confervator of this realm fhall 
have jurifdidion to do juftice between the faid merchants (being the 
king’s fubjeds) in the parts beyond the feas. But tire confe/ vator (hall have 
fix, or at leaf four, Scottiih merchants to fit, and determine all mat ters 
jointly with him ; and that no Scottifh merchant beyond fea fhall fue ano- 
ther Scottifli merchant there before any other judge than the confervator. 
By another act of the fame year (c.%2), tlie confervator is direded to 
come home yearly to Scotland, or elfe to fend his refponfible procura- 
tor to anfwer for his condudl in his office beyond fea. This office of 
confervator nearly refembles that of the Englifh confuls in foreign 
ports ; and although in neither of the above-quoted adls the place of 
his refidence be mentioned, yet it is well known that he always did, and 
ftill does refide in the Netherlands, where the principal^foseign com- 
merce of Scotland had always centered. And in a Scottifli of par- 
liament, anno iS55> which confirms certain former laws, prohibiting 
petty merchajits.,^rom going Beyond fea to France, Flanders, &c. with 
iefs than half a lafl of merchandize, he is called the confervator of the 
nation in Flanders, and is thereby* direded to fend home the names of 
all meixhants going thither in every ftiip, contrary to the tenor of this 
adl. *_ 

Under this year we may tranfiently remark, that the acceffion of 
Spain to the houlp of Auflria, by a marriage at this time, paved the 
way for great alterations in the commercial as well as in the political 
fyflem of Europe ; which conjundlion had like to have been an over 
match for all the reft of Chriftendom, had not England and France 
been vigilant on the oppofite fide. 

According to Morifot [Orbis Maritimus, L. ii, c. 13, 410.], there ar- 

rived two Zealand fhips at Gampveer, loaded with fugars, the produce 
of the Canary iflands. As yet no fugar-canes were produced in AnTie- 
rica ; they were tranfplanted foon after this time from the Canaries. 
We have already feen, thatthe firft fugar-canes, weft of the Mediterra- 
nean fea, were planted at the ifle of Madeira, which had them from Si- 
.dly, from whence, or elfe froin the coafls of Africa, they might be 
■brought to the Canaries. The boiling and baking of fugarsX|(Tays 
'pr. Heylin in his Cofmography, whofe firft edition was printed anno' 
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1624.), ‘ as it is now ufed, is not above 200 years old * ; and the refin-^ 
ing of it more new than that firft found out by a Venetian in the days 
of our forefathers, who got 100,000 crowns' by the invention. Before 
which art of boiling and refining it, our anceftors made ufe of it rough 
as it came from the canes. But they moft commonly ufed honey in- 
flead of it.’ . 

1504. — It was not till the year 1504, that any French Ihip arrived on 
the coafts of ISrorth America, even according to their own accounts ; - 
which was eight years later than the Englifh difcovery thereof by Ca- 
bot, &c. ; but it was not till two years later that one Denis difcovered' 
the entrance into the river of Canada or St. Laurence. So that the 
priority of difcovery is undoubtedly on the fide of England for all' 
North America; and confequently England, beyond all the other na- 
tions of Europe, had the befi: claini to the whole, until fhe gave up part 
of it by her fucceeding treaties with other European nations. 

The renowned city of Antwerp was at this time arrived very near to 
the fummit of its wealth and glory, which it had acquired by the two ■ 
following confiderations, viz. 

I.) By the grants of free fairs for commerce, made formerly by the • 
fovereigns of, the Netherlands (two of which fairs lafted each time fix 
weeks), wihither merchants reforted from all parts of Chrifiendom with ■ 
their merchandize, cuftom free. At thefe fairs vaft concerns were ma- - 
naged, not only in merchandize, but in hiills of exchange, with all parts 
of Europe. ^ — 

II) But what more immediately and fuddeniy brought about the 
wealth, grandeur, and renown of* Antwerp, was when Portugal now- 
brought home, in immenfe quantities, the fpices, drugs, and other rich • 
productions of India, firfl; to Lilbon, and thence to Antwerp, as to an 
entre-port or half-way port, between the north and fouth parts of Eu- 
rope. This drew the German and other merchants to fettle at Ant- - 
werp, which brought great riches to it ; and the merchants of Bruges 
alfo removed thither, after the archduke Maximilian had, about the year 
1499, reduced their city, 

Louis Guicciardin (in his judicious defcription of the Netherlands),, 
was of opinion, that the fpices alone, brought from Lilbon to Antwerp, 
onc^year with another, amounted to above a million of crowns yearly. . 
Id thofe days tbe people of Europe were much fonder of the ufe of 
fpices in their cookery, &c. than they have been in later times.v 

An Englifh ad of parliament {19.^ //£*«. TTZi c. 21.), for the advance- 
ment of the fmaller filk manufadures in England, prohibited the im-: 

* I^^ppears hj the accounls of the .chamha'lain land at tl?e; price oi if (above an ounce of- 
of piibiilhcd from tlit originals' in the ex- llandard filver), by the pound. So I)r. Heylin is ■- 

chequer by John Davldfon, Efq. that, fo early as furely .miflaken at leaft in the date of the inven-.-- 
the year i ‘^29, lociTes of fugar fold in Scut- tion of fugar-baking. 

Vol.il ' 
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portation of any iHanner of filk wrought either by itfelf, or with any 
other fluff, in ribbands, laces, girdles, corfes, and corfes of tiffues or 
points, upon pain of forfeiture of the fame. Alfo (on the other hand), 
it was made lawful for all perfons, as well foreigners as Englifli, to im- 
port all other kinds of filks, as well wrought as ravy and unwrought, the 
above excepted. The reader here may plainly fee, that at this time 
there was no broad manufadure of filk made in England, as my lord 
Bacon alfo notes, in his hiftory of Iting Henry Vil under this ftatute. 

Another ftatute paffed (r. 23), for confirming to the merchants of the 
Hanfe in Almain, having the houfe in the city of London, commonly 
caled Guilhalla Teutonicorum (i. e. the German merchants of the fteel- 
yard), all their ancient liberties, privileges, free ufages, and cuftoms, 
granted either by the kings of England, or by authority of parliament ; 
and annulling all ads, ftatutes and ordinances, made in derogation of 
their faid liberties, &c. The Englifli merchants, increafing in their fo'- 
reign commerce, had probably occafioned the Hanfeatics to procure this 
confirmation of their ancient privileges; for which, poffibly, they might 
gratify the avarice of the monarch. 

In another ftatute made in this fame year (c. 17), for regulating the 
company of fliearmen of the city of Norwich, it is {inter alia) remark- 
ed, that in Norwich, time out of mind, there had been ufed^a certain 
craft called fhearmen, for {hearing as well worfteds, ftamins, and fhf- 
tians, as alfo all other woollen ^loth, &c. This ftatute ihows us a ge- 
neral lift of their-woollen manufadures, which were even then fo con- 
fiderable (efpecially the thinner forts), that we find more ftatutes hither- 
to for regulating the manufadures ih Norwich, and its neighbourhood 
of Norfolk and Suffolk, than of any other part of England. 

The by-laws made by corporations or fellowihips of crafts, guilds, 
and fraternities, were, at this time, found to be many ways againft the 
king’s prerogative, -the common law of England, and the liberty of the 
fubjed, being (fays lord Bacon) fraternities in evil : Wherefore an ad 
of parliament (19 Hen. VII, c. 7), reftrains the mafters or wardens of 
fuch fellowfhips from making any new by-laws or ordinances concern- 
ing the prices of wares and other things, for their own fingular profit, 
until firft examined and approved of by the lord chancellor, lord 
treafurer, or king’s juftices, on pain of forfeiting for every ftich 
offence. 

An Englifh ad of parliament pafied this lame year {c. 5), for pre- 
venting gold and filver coinsTrom beiiig carried into Ireland, and Irifli 
money from being brought into England*, and for calling, all clipped 
and diminilhed money into^the mint. Neither (fays lord Bacon in his 
hiftory of king Henry VII)Vas it a fmall Inatter that the mint (/.%M;he 

* They -had then a miat m I|'elaiid. 


king) gamed by. thus recoining the groats and hal%roats (being, it 
feems, as large as o nr modern (hillings and lixpences, which furely they 
could not be, if they were not of bafer allay than the old Sterling fine- 
nefs). His lor dIhip here likewife recounts many other ways which that 
king bad of getting vafl: fums into his eoflfers, even in time of profound 
peace ; fuch as extorting 5000 merks from the city oY London for con- 
firming their privileges ; his fubfidies, benevolences, and cafualties ; the 
marriage portion from Spain, &c. but thefe are foreign to our fubjedl. 

1505 —We have remarked, under the year 1 497 , that the ftatute which 
reduced the exorbitant freedom-fines of the company of merchants-ad- 
venturers did, at the fame time, by a ftrong implication, legally efta- 
blifh that company, though they were not then precifely fo called ; yet 
in fact they were, and had long before been, what this king made them 
by his new charter. But now king Henry VII, in the 20th year of his 
•ceign, confirmed by charter ‘ to'^the merchants trading in woollen cloth 
‘ of all kinds to the Netherlands their former privileges.’ And in this 
new charter of confirmation they were firft properly filled the fellow- 
fliip of merchants-adventurers of England. They had alfo hereby au- 
thority given them to hold courts and marts at Calais ; provided, how- 
ever, that they exacted no more (as by the adl of parliament of 1497) 
than teiv marks of any merchant whatever for his freedom in their fel- 
lowfhip' for trading to Flanders, Brabant, Holland, Zealand, and the 
countries adjacent, under the archdul^’s government ; hereby enjoin- 
ing all merchants-adventurers to come into the freed£>i‘a- of this fellow- 
fhip. Wheeler, fecretary of this fellowfhip, in his vindication of it, 
under the title of a Treatife of Commerce (4to, 1601), acknowleges, 
that at this time we are now upon, as well as in the reign of king Henry 
IV, (as alfo in his own time) the like complaints were made by the clo- 
thiers, wool-growers, dyers, &c. againft this fellowfliip, viz. that they 
obftruHed the free courfe of commerce by reftraints. Yet, adds he, af- 
ter due examination of the complaint, the iflue procured great favour 
to the company, and occafioned the enlarging of their former charters, 
with an expref reftraint of all ftragglers and intermeddlers (/. e. feparate 
traders). And whereas the Eafterlings (the German merchants of the 
fieelyard) at this time had entered into the fame trade, king Henry VJl 
nq^ only firictly prohibited them from ‘the fairxe, but likewife obliged 
fhe aldermen of the fieelyard in London to enter into a recognizance of 
2000 merks, that the fieelyard merchants fhould not car^y-any Engliih 
cloth to the place of refidence of the merchants-adventurers in the Low 
Countries. Neverthelefs, the complaints againfi the merchants-adven- 
turers’ monopoly grew afterward louder as the manufadatrers increafed,. 
aiiaVhe general trade of the nation becamb more enlarged. 

In this 20th year of king Henry VII a few filver (hillings or twelv-e- 
pences were coined, being,abaut. the fortieth part of a pound weight of. 
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=illver, fair and broad pieces. Thefe were the firii: real {hillings in Eng- 
land, the {hillings of former ages being merely ideal, as the pound is 
now. They are now only to be found in the cabinets of the curious. 

The Portuguefe now firft landed on the ifland of Ceylon, where they 
were {Irenuoully oppoled by the Moors, who had long before been fet- 
tled there, and had fupplied all Europe with cinnamon by the way of 
Alexandria : Yet, in the end, the Portuguefe got the better ; and having 
fortified the principal ports of that ifland, they, in their turn, totally en- 
grofled the cinnamon trade till the year 1639, when they were fupplant- 
ed by the Hollanders. This fpice was well known to the ancients, ever 
fince the commerce from Egypt to India was pra<fl;ifed; whereas the 
fpices from the Moluccos, and more efpecially the places producing 
them, were not generally knowm fo early. 

1506. — King Philip of Spain and his queen, on their voyage from 
Flanders to Spain, being, by ftrefs of^ weather, driven into Falmouth, 
were invited by Henry VII to Windfor and London, where they were 
entertained with much feafting and fplendour. King Henry on this oc- 
cafion concluded a new commercial treaty with king Philip for his do- 
minions in the Netherlands, which treaty the Flemings termed inter- 
curfus maius, for that there be forae things in it (fays lord Bacon) more 
to the advantage of the Englilh than of them j efpecially /ornthat, the 
free fiftiing of the Dutch upon the coafts and Teas of England,' granted 
in the treaty of the year 1496, termed by the Flemings iniercurfus 
magnus, was non^y this treaty confirmed. 

This new treaty follows, in fubftance, viz. That whereas the Englilh, 
refiding in and trading to the Netherlands, had made grievous com- 
plaints of new and unprecedented tolls and duties laid on their mer- 
chandize there, contrary to treaties fubfifting ; and that there were pro- 
hibitions of felling Englifh "cloth in many places there ; alfo that there 
were feizures made jof {hips and merchandize, and the imprifonment of 
their perfons, &c. 

For redrefs therefor of all grievances on both fides, it was now {li- 
pulated, 

I) That former treaties be confirmed, particularly thofe of 1495 and 
1499 (that 6 f 1496 being artfully omitted), except fo fair as altered by 
this treaty, and all new tolls and exadhons utterly abolifhed. 

II) The Englilh merchants may freely refort to Bruges in Flanders, as 

alfo to all the^ other provinces of the Netherlands, with their fhips, cloth, 
and other merchandize, freely to buy^and fell. But, in the province 
of Flanders (and there only), they ihall not fell their cloth by retail, or 
in a fmaller quantity than an entire piece ; neither fhall they be ,per- 
mitted either to drefs or to flye their cloth in the faid province oft^n- 
.ders,- . ■ ■ 

And III) For prevention of all impofitiops for the future, a table of 
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ail the duties, fubfidies, tolls, and other payments, which may be le- 
gally demanded in either country, Ihall be affixed on the doors of the 
cuflomhoufes of London, Bruges, Antwerp, Berg (Mons), and Middle- 
burg. {Foederay V.xm,p. 132.] 

King Henry VII moft unjullly (and probably for his own private pro- 
fit) granted a licence to Augufiini Chigi, a merchant of Sienna in Tuf- 
cany, to import from Flanders or elfewhere, 1300 qumtals of alum, and 
prohibited all others to import any, until he fhould have fold off all his 
faid quantity ; provided, however, that neither he nor his fadors fhould 
fell the alum au a higher price than £i : 6 : 8 per hundred weight. 
\Foedera, V. yim^p. 159.] 

In this year the ever-famous Chriftopher Columbus died. About this 
time fugar-canes, brought from Brafil and the Canaries, were planted 
in the ifland of Hifpaniola, where^ (fays Herrera) many fugar-mills were 
gradually ereded. — Leave alfo was' granted to all native Spaniards to fend 
merchandize to the Weft Indies ; — and even foreigners were permitted 
to trade in partnerfhip with native Spaniards, in Spanifh bottoms only.— 
The contratacion-houfe lately ereded at Seville, for the management of 
ail the American commerce, was now enlarged and its conftitution fet- 
tled. The Spaniards alfo, at this time, improved their pearl fifhery at 
the ifle o$that name, and other parts of the Wefl-Indies. Before the 
Brafil fugar was brought into Europe, that commodity was very dear, 
being only ufed in feafts and phyfical ne^eflities; honey being, till then, 
the general ingredient for fweetening meats and drlnh^ 

r 507 — King Henry Vll remitted to fix Venetian merchants, and to 
all other fubjeds of that republic,’ all forfeitures, tranfgreflions, and 
offences committed by them before the firft day of March in this year 
1507, againfi: any ads of parliament or orders of council, &c. alfo all 
manner of ufuries, corrupt bargains, buyihg,- felling, and bartering 
of wool, tin, lead, cloth, &c. alfo all illegal entries at the cuftom- 
houfes ; all payments of gold againfi; law, 8cc. all deceptions in the ma- 
nufadure of woollen cloth, and in firetching the fame; all exporta- 
tions and importations of the before-named and other commodities 
againfi law ; all changes, exchanges, and rechanges (cambia, excambia, 
et recambia), between the faid Venetians and others;— as hlfo mifpri- 
fioiie, confederacies, riots, &g. — all condemnations, pains of death, and 
ali other pecuniary and corporal pains which they may have incurred, 

gtc And granted them his fecure peace : as alfo all goods and*chattels 

they might have formerly forfeited, and which were in tlie eufiody of 
his officers, &c. to be reftored to them, without their rendering any ac- 
count, provided that the faid Venetians be not forgiven any debt to the 
kin^)* for which there were written fecurities. 

The king alfo granted licence to the Venetians to buy and fell, at 
London and elfewhere, in England, Irelaiid, and Calais, woollen cloth, 
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lead, tin, leather, Stc, with the Englilh, Genoefe, Venetians, Floren- 
tines, Luccans, Spaniards, Portuguefe, Flemings, Hollanders, Brabant- 
ers, Burgundians, German Hanfeatics, ^Lombards, and Eafterlings, and 
all other foreigners, as well as natives, for ten years to come. 

Moreover, the king granted the like privileges, pardons, &c. to all^ 
other Grangers in England dealing with the Venetians there. And if 
all this Ihoiild not be judged fuffieient by the Venetians, they fliould 
have other more ample letters-patent for that effedi, provided that the 
Venetians, &c- under colour of this grant, do not, within the faid tern:, 
import into England any goods from the dominions of the archduke 
of Auftria. This provifo was in favour of the merchants-adventurers 
privileges*. IFoedera, Fi xiii, 161.] 

By the whole tenor of this patent, vve fee how many different nations 
then traded to or refided in England, the French and Scots e.xcepted. 

The difputes about the new tolls ^exadled in the Netherlands, from 
the Englifh trading thither, ran fo high, that the commerce^ between 
the two nations was, in a manner, quite interrupted, to the very great 
damage of both ; to remedy which,, Maximilian, king of the Romans, 
jointly with Charles his grandfon (afterward emperor, by the flile of 
Charles V), granted a proxdfional charter, whereby all the new tolls 
were aboliflied ; and made a declaration, that the Englifli, Ihpuld enjoy 
all the privileges of commerce in the Netherlands, and the Netherland- 
ers in England, Ireland, and Calais, as fhpulated in the intercourfc of 
1495. IFcedejio^J^. xiil, p. 

The Portuguefe, under Albuquerque, fortified the famous ifle of Or- 
nius in the Perfian gulf, commodioufly fituated for tlie trade between 
Turkey, Arabia, and Perfia, on the one hand ; and India and China, 
on the other ; there being two caravans yearly between Aleppo and Or- 
mus, for exchanging the ‘carpets, camlets, drugs, dried fruits, |x;arls, 
horfes, &c. of the.three firft named countries j for the fpices, cotton 
cloths, precious ftones, &c. of India and China ; which commerce cen- 
tered with the Portuguefe at Ormus till the year 1622, as will hereafter 
be feen. 

1508 — Although the numerous wars in Europe during this century 
are not properly within our cognizance, yet, for the glory of the illul- 
trious commercial republic of Venice, we cannot avoid briefly to cpm- 
memorate its great deliverance from the famous league of Cambray, be- 
ing a confederacy of the greatefl: part of Europe, viz. the emperor 
Maximilian 1 , Louis XII of France, Ferdinand king of Spain, aud pope 
Julius II, by whofe infligation this league was fecretly projeded for the 
deftrudtion of the republic, Thofe powers, in conjunction, eafilypirip- 

_ * Great and illegal grants having been made to which the people made loud complaints, it was 
ihofe Venetian merchants for the king’s private thought aecefiaiy to grant them this charter of in- 
< emolument, to the injury of the native, traders, of demtiification to fereen them from profecutioiis. 
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ped the Venetians of all that they poflelled on the continent of Italy ; 
yet, with all their power, they were not able to conquer the noble ca- 
pital city of Venice. And, in fine, the pope being brought (or bought) 
over, and the reft of the confederacy disjointed, the republic foon re- 
covered much of her former territories : To the pope, however, they 
were fain to leave Ravenna ; to Spain, the five towns which the republic 
had till now poftefled in Calabria ; and to the emperor, Triefte and 
Friuli. , ' 

Aubart, a Frenchman, firft failed up the great river of St. Laurence 
to the country of Canada, from whence he brought home to France 
fome of the Indian natives. 

Although the marriage agreed on between Mary, the daughter of 
king Henry VII of England, and -Charles, grandfon of the emperor 
Maximilian, did not take place; yet it is fomewhat curious to fee the 
farmality of thofe times for fecuHng the lady’s dowery, and her mar- 
riage portion of 250,000 gold crowns ; For many lords were folemnly 
bound for the fame, as were alfo the following cities and towns on Maxi- 
milian’s part, viz. Bruflels, Antwerp, Bruges, Ypres, Courtray, Nieu- 
port, Dort, Leyden, Amfterdam, Middleburg, Zirickzee, and Mechlin; 
and on the part of Henry, the cities and towns of London, Coventry, 
Norwich, phefter, Worcefter,' Exeter, York, Briftol, Southampton, Bos- 
ton’, Hul?, and Newcaftle upon Tyne^. [Foedera^ V. xiii, p. 173.] 

From the Foedera [F". xiii, p. 216] w-e learn what king Henry VII 
made by his office of change, exchange, aitid rechange (ca mbii, excambii, 
et recambii) of money, paid by all perfons going, or lending money, to 
foreign parts, and fi-om thence back to England. Henry now grants 
this office to Peter Corfy, a Florentine, for one year, who, by the king’s 
authority, was to take 3^ for the exchange and rechange of every gold 
ducat. For this office Corfy was yearly to pay the king L. 250 Sterling. 
The record calls this office ‘ the cuftody’ [<?/ appruamentum, poliibly writ- 
ten by miftake inftead of aperiamentum, or opening] ‘ of the increafe of 
the change, exchange, and rechange.’ 

Sir Robert Cotton \_R£mams,p. 197.] fpeaking of the antiquity and ufe 
of this cambium regis, or office of exchange, in a curious and judicious, 
treatife, intitled, ‘ The manner and means how the kings sf England 
ha\’^ from time to time fupported and repaired their eftates,’ written in 
thfe year 1609, fays, ‘ It is as ancient as before the time of king Henry 
III, "and continued in ufe till the middle of king Henry VIII’s reign, 
the profits of it being now (in 1609) engrolfed among a fe\V goldfmiths, 
and would yield above L. 10,000 yearly to the crown, would he erect it 

* thereby alfo learn, tvbich were then thofe days, the faith of trading communities was 

rik'cnRG the moil important cities and towns in the held at kail equal to that of fovereigns* 3L 

^dosniuiaus of the coutracling princes 5 and that in 
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again, and then fhould the king himfelf keep his mint in continual 
work.’ Of this we have no very diftindl conception in modern times. 

Herrera, the Spaniih-American hifloriographer, relates, that in or 
about this year, the gold brought from the ifland of Hifpaniola in one 
year, amounted to 460,000 pieces of eight ; by which, together with 
the cotton, fugar', ginger, &c. and the ihipping employed between Spain 
and America, the Weft-Indies now began to promife fome recompeufe 
to Spain for the great charge of the firft fettlement, and the iols of fo 
many lives. They had, it feems, by this time found that the miferable 
Indian natives, whom the Spaniards had compelled to work in their 
mines and fields, were not fo robuft and proper for thofe purpofes as 
negroes brought from Africa ; wherefore they, about the fame time, be- 
gan to import negroes for that end into Hifpaniola from the Portuguefc 
fettlements on the Guinea coafts, and alfo afterward for their fugar 
works, as already obferved. ^ 

The Portuguefe in India, ftill under their great commander Albu- 
querque, took the town and port of Goa on the coaft of Malabar ; and 
although its prince Hidalcan foon recovered it, yet Albuquerque retook 
it in the year 1 5 1 o. The commodioufnefs of its Jfituation, and good- 
nefs of the country, induced Albuquerque to fortify it ftrongiy, and 
to make it the capital of the Portuguefe dominions in ^india, its 
walls being faid to have been twelve miles in compafs, and many of its 
ftrudtures magnificent ; but it is long lince much decayed, both with 
refpeft to weakh and number'bf inhabitants, which, fome fay, are re- 
duced to 20,ooc^of all nations and religions. Albuquerque, in order 
to breed up foldiers, very wifely got the Indian maids made chriftians, 
and married them to Portuguefe, that they might not always ftand in 
need of frefli fupplies of men from Portugal. 

It is not our province minutely to particularize all the Portugueft* 
conquefts in India,^ vrhereby they gained imraenfe riches and great glory 
to that crowm and nation. It is fufficient for our purpofe in general to 
obferve, that they went on from year to year in difcovering more coun- 
tries, even as far eaftward as China and Japan ; and fouthward to th<j 
great archipelago of ifiands in the Indian ocean. They fubdued the 
kingdoms ©f Decan, Cambaya, and Guzaratte, with the forts of Diu, 
Suratte, and Cambaya, •and many other places and ifiands for 200 miles 
along the Malabar coaft, and on that of Gormandel, and in the lang- 
dom of Bengal, Macaflar, and Malacca, and alfo the ifles of Timor and 
Solor, with the famous MoUicco and fpice ifiands, befide the great ille 
of Ceylon already mentioned. Their Conquefts and fettlements (already 
noted) on the north-eaft fliores of Africa, beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, were alfo veiy profitable to them, where they traded witlynegro 
nations for much gold, brought from the far inland countries tcT the 
Portuguefe fettlements on the coaft. In Arabia Felix they once got pof- 
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feffion of Mafcate ; alfo of fvindry illes in tlie Perfian gulf, and tli-e 
important town and port of Balfora at tlie upper end of that gulf. 
They, in brief, were become very formidable to all the princes of In- 
dia, many of whom they made tributary ; and as their fleets were very 
powerful and numerous, fo was their dominion on the Indian feas ex- 
tremely arbitrary, infomuch that no fhip whatever Could fail thereon 
without their permiffion ; and if any did prefume fo to do, they feized 
on fhips and goods, and imprifoned their failors: Likewife, they almofi 
every where committed great cruelties and mafiacres on the conquered 
people at land, and thought to expiate all their crimes and enormities' 
by building a great number, of churches and monafleries wherever they 
were mafters. This great profperity they held throughout all the fix- 
teenth century, and were conflantly increafing in power, fame, and 
riches ; yet whoever well confiders the prefent ftate of the fmall king- 
dom of Portugal, will be almoft ^pt to marvel how they got to fuch a 
pitch of grandeur and power both by fea and land, and to hold it for 
near a century and an half, in fpite of the emulation of their European, 
neighbours ; on which point, though we do not here undertake to en- 
large, we may, however, curforiJy obferve, 1 . That Portugal was then 
much more populous than at this day, and that their prefent feeble fiate 
(for wan^ of raanufadlures) is owing to- the draining of their people to 
colonize 'Africa, India, and Brafil. 2. That the Portugnefe conquefts 
were made partly over effeminate Afiatics, in warring with whom they 
had great advantages, and no Europeaai'rivals, and partl y over the mi--^ 
ferable favages of Brafil and Africa, utterly unacquainted with fire ar^-- 
tillery, iron, warlike weapons, and the European art of war. But when 
the Hollanders once got to India, we fhall fee how pitifully thofe mighty 
Portuguefe conquerors defended their numerous conquefts there and in 
Africa.- ’ 

1 509. — ^RufTia was now aggrandized and flrengtheped by the conqueft 
of the city and territory of Plefkow (hitherto an independent lordfhip)’, 
by the great duke, or czar, Bafilius IV, who alfo conquered from the 
Poles the ftrong frontier town of Smolenfko. As Ruffia had long be- 
fore this time fallen under the fubjedhon of the Crim-Tartars, and had . 
been divided into many petty principalities, whofe princes Avere tribut- 
aries to the Tartars, this czar, Bafilius IV, by reducing and tmiting 
rrlmy of ‘ hofe principalities, and by his other fuccefsful wars againfl the - 
Tartars, has occafioned chronologers to commence the. fueceilion of the 
czars of Ruffia or Mufeovy from him. 

This year is alfo remarkable ‘for the d^th of Henry VII king of 
England. How differently foever his condudl or charadler may be ani- 
ma^sierted on by various authors, it is enovtgb for our prefent purpofe 
to confider its- c mfequences in a politico-commercial view. We may, 
therefore, juflly remark, that feveral laws made in his reign, and by- 
VoL.II. * E 
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his influence, were very conducive to the advancement cf agriculture 
and commerce, as particularly, 

I) By an a£t for the encouragement of hufbandry, in tlie year 1489. 

ri) By gradually reducing the exorbitant power of the nobility, who 
had lately raifed fuch florms in the nation, particularly againfl himfelf. 
Leave was granted to all freeholders, who went with the king in his 
wars, to alienate their lands at pleafure, without fines for alienation, 
which was a good means to make landed eftates change proprietors the 
more eafily and frequently, as the commerce and wealth of the nation 
gradually increafed. He wifely confidered the old maxim. Dominium 
fequitur terram, and that king John’s barons were often too hard for 
him, becaufe moft of the lands were poflefled by them or by their vaf- 
fals ; and that, as he himfelf had been raifed by the nobles, he might 
poflibly be call; down by them. This adt was renewed or confirmed by 
one of the third year of king Henry V"!!!, c. 4. 

III) By an asS of his 19th year, c. 14, diredting a penalty for all giv- 
ers or takers of any livery, or for any j^erfons retaining or being re- 
tained with another, during that king’s life, the nobility were deprived 
of their great retinues. This law was, indeed, but a more extenfive 
confirmation of the laws againfl retainers (more properly to be called 
retained) of great men, made in the reigns of king Richard Jfl, Henry 
IV, and Edward IV ; for, by the great numbers of men " (as well 
knights and efquires as yeomen or common men) who wore the liveries 
and hats of themobility. and were at their devotion in thofe idle and 
lefs opulent times, became formidable to the crown, and formed the 
beft of the Engiifh cavalry in the wars between the houfes of York and 
Lancafler, fo jealous a prince as Henry VII would, therefor, naturally 
lay hold of fuch means to break the ftrength of the nobles ; and this 
law anfwered the end very 'well, fince we hear very little of retainers 
and liveries from this time. In this only fenfe, therefor, may he be 
faid to have altered the balance of the nation (as fome authors phrafc 
it), viz- in depreffing the nobility, and enabling the commons freely 
to purchafe their lands. But it is an almoft univerfal miftake of our 
hiflorians, to afcribe to him a kind of total revival ot our woollen raa- 
nufadure, as if, according to them, it had been gradually funk and ne- 
gleded ever fince king Edward Ill’s time ; the contrary whereof is..iyv 
parent, froiu fo many ads of parliament, and fo many treaties with 
foreign princes in the intermediate reigns, in lavour of that manufac- 
ture, which not only prospered at home, but was conftantly exported 
beyond fea in all thofe' reigns before his time. 

IV) Forefeeing the bad confequences of the noble and great province 
of Bretagne being annexecYto France (in a great meafure owing •talus 
avarice and pufillanimity), he had love enouv:h left for his country 
(and for his own credit in fucceeding times), to induce him now and 



tben, in his parliamentary fpeeches, earneftly to recommend matters of 
commerce to his people. This good prince (fays Hall’s Chronicle), by 
his high policy, marveloufly enriched his realm and himfelf, and left 
bis fnbjeds in high wealth and profperity, as is apparent by the great 
abundance of gold and lilver yearly brought into the realm, in plate, 
money, and bullion, by merchants pafllng and repading, to whom the 
Hng,. ‘ of his own goods, lent money largely, without any gain or pro- 
‘ fit, to the intent that merchandize, being of all crafts the chief art, 

* and to all men both mofl profitable and necefiary, might be the 
‘ more plentifuller ufed, haunted, and employed in his realms and do- 

* minions*.’ 

Lord Herbert, and all other hifiorians, agree, that this king left a 
treafure of L. 1,800,000 Sterling f in fpecie, in fecret places of his pa ^ 
lace at Richmond, he himfelf alqpe keeping the keys. ‘ This,’ fays- 
that noble Lord, ‘ was doubtlefs a greater fum thart any king of this 
‘ realm before had in his coffers, and fuch as might be thought effedt- 
‘ ively quadruple to fo much in* this age,’ [?. e. in the time of king 
Charles II.] Which computation of his lordfhip’s is extremely mode- 
rate, when we have feen and confidered the rate of living at that time, 
when the ufual price of wheat {anno 1504] was but 5 f %d {i. e. 8/ 6i of 
our monejF), per quarter, and ale not quite 3^ per gallon. 

Laftly, it is faid by fundry authors, that there were very few brick 
buildings, and fewer of ftone in England,^till this king’s reign, except- 
ing the palaces of the prime nobility, cathedral, and- pa-rifh churches, 
and the greater monafteries ; the reft were either the mud-walls of the 
cottagers, lefler farmers,, and village’rs, the timber and lath buildings 
in cities and towns, or houfes built with ftrong oaken pofts, interlaced 
with bricks and mortar, of fuch fubftantial duration as (fire excepted): 
generally lafted feveral hundred years, and of which fome have remain- 
ed to our own days. , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

In. this firft year of king Henry VIII, we have a ftill plainer account 
of the now improved royal office of exchange between England and 
foreign parts, in the king’s grant of that office to fir Thomas Boleyn 
(the father of the unfortunate queen Anne Boleyn), in the^ terms fol- 
lowing, viz. ‘ We grant to him the cuftody of our exchange at Calais, 

‘ aiid alfo the cuftody of our exchange in England towards foreign 
‘ parts, he to take and receive of every perfon going to Rome or other 

* foreign parts, (either for devotion or for bufinefs, or who fends his 

^ This edogium is merely a tranflation from parfimony, and the national opulence, we may 

Poly dare Virgil. almoft venture to pronounce incredible. After the 

f Others have eftimated'his treafure fo high as importations of Spain and Portugal had made the 
L* 5,5loc?,ooQ, a fum, confidering th-e value of precious metals comparatively plenty in Europe, 
money in thofe days, which, notwithftanding e- fir William Petty eflimated the whole money of^ 
allowance, wt may be difpofed to make for the England only at fix millions* Jf* 
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agents or attorneys thither, or who may fend moneys for payments to be 
‘ made), all fuch fums of money as they are minded to fend, and to de- 
‘ liver to them fufl&cient letters (bills) of ex’change to the faid parts, as 
‘ is cuftomary, making fuch agrements for the faid bills as confcience 
* and the various^ circumftances of diftance, and other hazards, require, 
‘ and to receive fuch fums out of the faid exchangings as are due to us, 
‘ he paying anualiy to us : 6 : 8, and no more,’ iFcedera, V. xiii, 
^.258.3 

We find frequent orders made by the crown againfl; making ex 
changes any where but at the faid royal office ; yet the frequent repetition 
of thefe orders fufficiently fhows that they had been frequently evaded. 

Admiral James Columbus (fon of the great Chriftopher) now fettled 
and planted the ifland of Jamaica. The next year the) fixed at Nombre 
de Dios in Darien, the firfl; place wh^^re they got permanent footing on 
the continent. In 1511, they fettled on the great ifland of Cuba, aritl 
in 1512 they landed on Florida, In 1513, they eroded the ifthmus of 
Darien, near where Panama was afterward built, and now firfl; difeov- 
f ered the great South fea. In 151 5, John Dias de Solis landed at Brafil, 
and loaded his two fliips with Brafil wood for Spain. In 1516, the 
Spaniards fettled at Panama, and with incredible labour carried thither, 
over land, from the bay of Darien, the timber, iron-work*, ai?|l rigging 
of two brigantines, which produced the fubfequent difeovery of Peru, 
&c. In 1517 and 1518, th&, Spaniards difeovered, on the coafts of 
" Yucatan and Mexico, many ftru^ures built with lime and ftone ; and 
it is faid that Montezuma king of Mexico, had ordered his officers to 
treat the Spaniards kindly, who already began to trade with them for 
gold, &c. All thefe matters, for the fpace of about ten years, we have 
curforily thrown together, as being v^ery little material to be enlarged 
on; for as, in their many attempts to make new fettlements, they met 
with various lofies from the native Indians (whom they often treated 
cruelly), as alfo from ftorms, and the change of climates, fo, upon, the 
whole, it may be truely faid, that, until the year 1519, when they maf- 
tered the empire or kingdom of Mexico, and thereby gained an im- 
menfe fund^of treafure to old Spain, all their expeditions and fettle- 
ments were rather proniifing, than immediately profitable to Spain. 

It is well worthy of remark, how much England has improved Jn 
gardening, fruits, roots, and pot-herbs, within the two laft centuries. 
In the former part of king Henry VIH’s reign^ it feems there were no 
fort of what we ufually call fallads to be found in England, nor any car- 
rots, cabbages, turnips, or other fuch edible roots, but thofe roots were 
brought from Holland and ^Flanders. This' we find in fundry authors, 
how much foever fome modems may be furprizred thereat. And fac- 
.Cording to the author of a laboured feheme (printed at London anm 
1723, in 8vo,) for relief of the poor, and for paying old debts without 
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new taxes], even queen Katharine herfelf could not, at this time, have 
a iallad for dinner, until the king fent over to the Netherlands for a 
gardener, to cultivate thofe herbs and roots here, where we are now. 
better fupplied therewith than perhaps any other part of Europe. 

1510.- — In this year we find, by Mevirfius’s Hiftorica Danica [Z. ii, 
part 3,} that the Baltic fea was much frequented by fiiips from France, 
England, and Scotland; for king John of Denmark’s dominions being, 
at this time, invaded by a fquadron of Chips from Lubeck, which burnt 
feveral towns on his coafts, he, in his urgent neceffity for getting ready 
the beft fleet he could, prefled all the fliips of thofe three nations into 
his fervice. But the Swedes joining the Luheckers, and king John 
thereby finding himfelf ftill inferior at fea to the Hanfeatics, purchafed 
Chips of England, France, and Scotland, his allies, at a great expenfe ; 
fo that, in the year following, hif, fleet, now fuperior to that of the Lu- 
beckers and Swedes, ranged over the Baltic, took all the Hanfeatic 
fliips they could meet with, burnt the fuburbs of Travemund (the port 
of Lubeck), and would have deflroyed all the {hips there, had not the 
Lubeckers, in good time, drawn them farther up into the town. 
Next, the Danifh fleet boldly invaded the haven of Wifraar, burnt its 
fuburbs, and carried off fourteen of their fhips. After this they de- 
ftrpyed )|^ar4iemund, and burnt many villages belonging to Roflock 
and Straelfund, &c. So great was the lofs of the Hanfe towns in the 
fpace of one year, by this great diligence of the Danifla king. The 
Hollanders alfo are (by other accounts) faid to have, fent {hips to the 
afliftance of the king of Dennjark againfl; the Lubeckers, who had 
taken eight of their fliips; and, in this war, the province of Hol- 
land loft fifty fliips, according to Penfionary De Witt’s Intereft of 
Holland. 

So great a plenty or cheapnefs of provifions was there in this year, 
1510, in the province of Zealand, * That the eighth part of a meafure 
* of wheat, a fat^oofe, a pound of butter, and a pot of Poidou wine, 

‘ were altogether fold for fix ftivers.’ \Meterani Hift. Belg. L. i, p. 8, 
ed. 1597.] inftance of plenty of provifions, or of fcarcity of money, 
fcarcely to be paralleled in hiftory in fo late an age. 

A new treaty of peace and friendihip was concluded befween Henry 
VJII and Louis XII of France. All that relates to commerce therein is, 
-'‘l) That all impofts or tolls laid on merchants or others, in either 
country, within the laft 47 years, Ihould be utterly abolifhed. 

II) That all merchants, even Venetiaiis, Florentines, and Genoefe, 
might freely navigate the feas, armed or unarmed, either with their 
own fliips, carracks, and gallies, or with thofe of other nations ; and 
that the Venetians might freely and fafely refort to England, and de- 
part thence at pleafure, during the term of this treaty, which was for 
the lives of both kings, and one year after him who ihall firft deceafe ; 



Alfo the Florentines and Genoefe might hereby freely refort either to 
France or England ; provided the Venetians did no injury to the fnb- 
jedts of either king, in their going or returning. 

Ill) That no letters of marque or reprifal Ihould be iffued from either 
country, but folely againft the principals themfelves and their eflfedts, 
and this not till jOilice had been mamfettly denied. IFoedera, 
p. 270.] 

About this time flouriflied the famous and eminent philofopher and 
aftronomer, Nicholas Copernicus, of Thorn, in Polifh Pruilia, who tra- 
velled to Rome and other pans of Europe, to converfe with the moft 
famous men of the age, on the true knowlege of the appearances, po- 
fitions, and motions of the planets, fixed ftars, &c. fo ufeful to navigat- 
ors and cofmographers ; and introduced fuch a new and excellent 
fyflem of aftronomy, as, with fundry ^reat improvements fince made, 
remains univerially approved of by all nations to this day. He wa-s 
born in the year 1 473. 

1 51 1 . — Whilft the Lubeck fleet (lays Meurfii Hiftoria Danica) was fly- 
ing from the fuperiority of the Danifli one, a Dutch fleet, homeward 
bound from Livonia, confifling of 250 merchant-fhips, and four fliips 
of war, appeared in fight of the Lubeckers ; who, it feems, thought 
this a fair opportunity to be revenged of the Hollanders for »^jnvading 
the commerce of the Eafl: fea, which the Vandalic towns ftill fmagihed 
they ought entirely to engrofs to themfelves, as they had, indeed, done 
for feveral centiy*ies paft ; for tlie old controverfies between them and 
the Hollanders, concerning the rights of commerce in thofe feas, ftili 
fubfifted. So vaft a prize then allured thofe monopolizers of commerce 
to fall on the Dutch fleet, many of which they took, and others they 
burnt ; the reft fled to Bornholm, where the vidlorious Danifh fleet 
then lay; and the HollandeSrs imploring their afliftance to revenge the 
injury juft done by the Lubeckers, the Danes readily complied, and 
purfued the Lubeckers, who, to avoid falling into their hands, were 
forced to let go fome of the (hips they had taken from the Hollanders, 
and were glad to efcape into their own port of Travemund, with a few 
of the Dutch prizes ; the reft, which the Danes had recovered from the 
Lubeckers, they reftored to the Hollanders, who neverthelefs loft a 
good part of this large flfcet. This fhows how early the Hollanders bad 
a confiderable commerce in the Baltic fea, and-, at the fame time, how 
infolent it was in thofe Vandalic Hanfe towns, who were alfo under 
the prote<ftion of the German* empire, tp attack the fubjecfts of the em- 
peror Maximilian in fo outrageous a manner ; no wonder, therefore, 
their downfall was now approaching ; for the Danes, at this time, rode 
triumphant in the Baltic, and feized the Vandalic fliips every wherel^, 

'*'A valuable Scottifh ftip, commanded byjobn retimi from Slays in Flanders, by two Portuguefe 
Baitan, had been, taken in the year 1476, on her armed lhip% in fight of a Portuguefe fleet, which 



King Henry VTIIhaving it much at heart to revive the claims of 
his predeceflbrs on the kingdom of France, it will, we apprehend, 
be DO very bad entertainment to an Englifh reader, to learn how early 
fome clear-fighted perfons at court faw the ill tendency of the perni- 
cious fchemes of England making conquefts on the continent, in fub- 
ftaiice (from lord Herbert) as follows, viz. If, when all Guienne, 
Anjou, Touraine, and (for a long while) Normandy was ours, and 
when the duke of Bretagne was our friend, and the houfe of Burgundy 
an allured ally and confederate, we yet could not advance our defigns 
in France, what hope is there now to attain them? Let it be even 
granted, that as many battles as we fought againft the French were al- 
moft fo many vidories, what was this kingdom the better for them ? 
Had we ever a more glorious time than that of king Edward III, and 
was yet the country then ever mo??e poor or weary of the wars ? — You 
will (in our records and hiftories) find, that the kingdom was then 
much exhaufted of its treafure (he might have added alfo of its men), 
and lhall we trull now to better days ? What though, with our 12,000 
or 1 5,000 men, we have often defeated their armies of 50.000 or 60,000, 
flands it with reafon of war to exped the like fuccefs Hill ? efpecially 
fince the ufe of arms is changed, and for the bow (proper for men of 
our^fi;ren^h)«the caleever (or hand-gun) begins to be generally receiv- 
ed ; which, befides that it is a more coftly weapon, requireth a long 
pradice, and may be managed by the weaker fort. Let us, therefore, 
in God’s name, leave off our attempts againll the terfa firma, as the 
natural fituation of iflands feems not to fuit with conquefts of that kind. 
— Or, when we would enlarge ourfelves, let it be that way we can, and 
to which, it feems, the eternal providence has deftined us, which is 
by fea. — The Indies are difcovered, and vaft treafure brought from 
thence every day ; let us therefore bend our endeavours thitherwards ; 
and if the Spaniards or Portuguefe fuffer us not to* join with them, 
there will be yet region enough for all to enjoy. 

liad juft failed from the fame port. After a re- miral of England) was thereupon fent out with 
pr^.fentation of the injury to the king of Portugal, two armed fliips againft the Scottifh cruifers. In 
James III had granted letters of reprifal to the the Downs he fell in with Andrew^Barton return- 
fonii of tire injured commander*: but no adtive ing to Scotland in his fhip the ZzWz, attended by 
fteps were taken to proiecuie the affair till the a fmall velTel called' the (June 1511)* 

reign James V, when the letters of reprifal An obftinate engagement enfued, wherein Bartan 
Wisw^ renewed, and many rich prizes were taken was mortally wounded ; and both his veffels were 
from the Portuguefe, whofe Chips were at thus time carried into the Thames. The Dion was taken 
by far the moft valuable of any upon the Weftern into the fei;vice of the king of England, who till 
ocean. The vindication of their own, and the now had only one fliip of war belonging to him- 
tic>n*5 wrongs, thus committed to the Bartans as : felf (or to the public), called the Great Harrf : 
a private patrimonial inheritance,, was perhaps and thus by the acceffion of the Scottlfh Aiozz 
found too profitable to be willingly relmquifhed ; the royal luwiy of England v/as doiibred. 
and there^is reafon to apprehend, that the retalia- regum, Scot, V. hpp* et feqq, — Lejly\pp, 336, 
tion was purfued after fulficient fatisfadlion was ^^o,— Herbert'^ s Hlfl, of Hen, VIII, J?. 15.] The 
obtained, and at lail degenerated into piracy. The capture of tbefe veffels interrupted the amity and 
Bartans are even accufed of plundering^Englifh commercial intercourfe, which had fubfilled be- 
veffels, on pretence of fearching for Portuguefe twt.en the Britifh kingdoms fince the marriage of 
property j and Edv/ard Howard (afterwards ad- James IV with the daughter of Henry VIL M* 



The great and fine ifland of Cuba, in the Weft Indies, was not en- 
tirely fubdued by the Spaniards till this year, when it is faid, they had, 
by various cruelties and tortures, totally deftroyed the numerous na- 
tives ; and as it never could be repeopled in any reafonable degree by 
Spain (being 66q miles in length), it ftill remains, in a great meafure, 
a defert to this day, unlefs it be in and near the few towns they have in 
it, which likewife are but poorly inhabited, excepting the famous town 
and port of Havannah, which may poflibly contain near 5000 Spa- 
niards (exclufive of negroes), being about half the white inhabitants of 
this great ifland ; infomuch that it would probably be totally deferted 
by Spain, were it not for its important fituation ; more efpeciaily for its 
moil important haven of the Havannah, near the weft end of it, com- 
manding the entrance into the gulf of Florida, through which their 
treafure fleets muft neceflarily fail hofue to Spain. And as the Havan- 
nah has always been, and muft ever be, the general rendezvous of their 
fleets homeward bound, both from new Spain and from Vera Cruz, 
Carthagena, and Porto Bello, it is juftiy called the key of the Spaniih 
Weft-Indies. This noble ifland produces tobacco much efteemed, fu- 
gar (though in no great quantity, for want of hands), ginger, long 
pepper, and many ufeful drugs, copper mines, excellent fruits and 
vines, timber of various kinds, vaft multitudes of black cattfo, brought 
originally from Spain, — but there not being people fufficieht to 'eat 
them, the Spaniards employ their negroes to kill them (as they alfo do 
in Paraguay, Ssc.) purely for their hides, which they fend over to Spain 
in great quantities. 

We find, by the moft laborious and judicious Hakluyt, in his fecond 
volume, that there was feme commerce from England, and in Englifh 
fliips, up the Mediterranean fea, as far as Scio, in the Levant, even, as 
early as this year, chiefly from London, Briftol, and Southampton. 

King Henry VHI of England and king Ferdinand the catholic, of 
Spain entered into a league againft France, &c. wherein they ftipulated 
to maintain a maritime force fufficient for protecting the commerce of 
both nations, viz. each king 3000 men, armed and equipped for naval 
war ; and king Ferdinand was to fend his quota of 40 fiiips, fome of 
which were to be of 300 tons burden, and the reft fmaller, down to 
100 tons, to rendezvous at Southampton, where Henry’s forces wej:e to 
embark, though his quota be not therein fpecified. [Fcedera, V. iSii, 

1512. — The next year we have a very particular indenture (in Eng- 
Hfli) between king Henry VIII and his admiral fir Edward Howard, 
which affords us great light into the manner of fetting out fleets for war 
in thofe times, viz. • 

' I) Befide the 3000 men (as in the preceding year above related) arm- 
ed for. fett^ar, there were to be 700 foldiers, mariners and gunners in 
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king Henry’s fliip, named the Regent. The above 3000 men confifted 
of the 18 captains of the Englifh fhips, 1750 foldiers, and 1232 mari- 
ners and gunners. 

II) The admiral to have, for the maintenance of himfelf in diet, and 
for wages and reward, 10/ daily pay during the voyage; and each 
captain 1/6 per day. 

HI) The foldiers, mariners, and gunners to have, per month of 28 
days, ^ wages, and 5/ more for viduals. 

IV) The admiral undertakes to manage this armament for thefe al- 
lowances, he receiving three months expenfe always beforehand. Item, 
for the coat of every captain and foldier 4/, and of every mariner and 
gunner 1/8. 

V) For the dead (hares of the faid 18 Englifh fhips, the admiral was 

to have as follows, viz. * 

’ For the Regent, being of looo tons burden, 4 pilots, 8cc. 50 dead 
fhares, 

■ — ■ the Mary Rofe 560 34^ 

— the Peter Pomegranate 400 28 

— John Hopton’s drip 400"! 

— the Nicholas Reede 400 >- (Dead fliares needlefs to be named). 

. — th§fMary George 300 j 

The reft of the fhips were, one of 200 tons, three of 160 tons, one 
of 180 tons, two of 140 tons, three of i-io tons, one of 100 tons, and 
one of 70 tons. Moreover, for re-vi<ftualling and watBring the fhips, 
the admiral was allowed two crayers, one of 65 tons, and the other ©f 
55 ; in the former 1 2 mariners and a boy, in the latter 10 and a boy, 
befide their commanders ; each of the mafters and mariners to have 
iq/'per month (as before) for wages and vidluals. 

VI) All the foldiers and failors to have per day for condudl-mo- 
ney, allowing a day’s journey to be twelve miles only. 

And forafmuch as our fovereign lord, at his cofts and charges, 
vidualleth the faid army and navy, the faid admiral fliall therefore re- 
ferve for the king the one half of all gains and winnings of the war, 
which he and the fleet, or any of them, fhall fortune to oljtain in the 
voyage, either on land or water ; and alfo all p^ifoners being chieftains, 
ai'.^ one fhip-royal of 200 tons or upwards, with the ordinance and ap- 
parel of every prize to be taken by them. {Fadera, V. xiii,y). 326.] 

This Englifh fleet was, by agreement, to guard the feas fi'om the 
channel to the ftreights-mouth* of Gibraltar ; and king Ferdinand’s 
fleet was to do the like in the Mediterranean. It w'as about this time 
that flips firft began to be reckoned by guns and tonnage jointly ; gun- 
ners Being now for the firft time mentioned in the Fesdera. 

In this fame year, king James IV of Scotland equipped a fleer; 
which he intended to fend into France, under colour of prefenting it 
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to queen Anne, wife of Louis XII. But this fleet, in which was the 
largefl: ihip that had yet been feen on the fea was lo-ft or difibled by 
a ftorm, and the admiral’s ill condudl.’ King James’s real intent was^ 
to aid the French king againft his brother-in-law, king Henry VIII of 
England. ^ _ ■ 

’'Soever will attentiv-ely confider the gradual increafe of the trade, 
manufactures, and people of England, mull at the fame time acknow- 
lege, that from fome of the old ads of parliament it appears that the 
true condition and increafe thereof were flir from being fairly or juflly 
flated, and often egregioufly mifreprefented either in the preamble, or 
in the main bodies of fuch flatutes ; fometimes probably to ferve the 
temporary and finifter purpofes of men in power, and perhaps fome- 
times only from mere inadvertency and ignorance of the true ftate of 
the time compared with elder rimes ; ^proceeding alfo from a humour, 
at all times more or lefs prevailing, of unreafonably depreciating tke 
prefent, and exalting former, times. Of this we have furely a pregnant 
inftance in a flatute [3 Hen. Fill, c. 8-], intitled, ‘ Of the alfizing of the 
price of vicluals when a vidualler is chief officer,’ (i. e. in a corpora- 
tion), which proceeds thus : 

Whereas, by a ftatute [12 Edw. II, c. 6.] in the year 1319, intitled, 

' No oflBcer of a city or borough flrall fell wine or viduals 4^ring his 
office,’ it was enaded, that no officer, who, by virtue of his office, was 
bound to keep the affizes of wines and vidual, fliould, during his office, 
fell wines or viduals, either by wholefale or retail ; ‘ Now, fmce the 
making of which flatute, many, and the moft part, of all the cities, 
burghs, and towns-corporate within this realm of England, be fallen in 
ruin and decay, and not inhabited with merchants and men of fuch 
fubflance as they were at the time of the making of the forefaid fta- 
tute j for at this day the dwellers and inhabitants of the ftime cities and 
burghs be moflly. bakers, brewers, vintners, fiflimongers, and other 
viduallers ; and few or no other perfons of fubftance be within many 
of the faid cities and burghs at this day able to bear office within tlie 
fame, and to content, anfwer, and pay unto the king’s grace his fee- 
farm, wfierewith they (i. e. the cities and burghs) be charged f . It is 
now enaddd, for the eafe, comfort, and relief of the forefitid poor cities, 
burghs, and towns- cofporate, that whenfoever, and as often as any 

Tills vail fliip eleferves more particular notice, winch, die can lee! 300 fmall" artillery, calleil ilv- 
becaufe fht* ivas not indeed the that ever and,'" ciilverlns, doub!e«:doga,, . Sct\ Her cornple- 

had bt'cn fecn, but lurj.,^er than any vtM (that wc meat, bciides oflkerii,. cbnhiicd of 300 feanir,*, 
know of) 1 hat ever waa built finee the days of 1 So gunners, and' 1000 foldicrs. ■ /h//, 

Ptolemy Puil'jpatt.)r king of Egypt. Her length /. 167. er/. 1778'.— //tar/. 46B74 — 

was 240 feet, and her breadth 36 feet wkhhi and r/g. Scot, F* pp- 39, .137, a-up— 6b//. ikt- 
56 without ; her ildei;, which were agaiuft Bg* B. vi*/. 70 a.] ML 

fhot, being lo feet in thlckiiefs. As yet ihipa car- f Plow abfurd. are theft words, as if tlie bulk 
•rkd guns only on the upper dick, and this prodi- of a t:ity flioald confill of fuch tracks, the rell lit- 
gious flip carried only 35 great guns, 16 on each , iiig reprefented’as perfonsvunable to fuppoit ihuie 
fide, 2 in the ftern and 1 ia the bow; befides trades I .’t 
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viilualler is chofen to bear any office which fliould have the affixing 
and correction for the ielling of victuals, that then two difcreet and ho- 
ned; perfons of the fame city or burgh, not being vi£luallers, fliall be 
chofen by the commonalty of the fame city or burgh ; which two per- 
fons (jointly), with the faid officer, fhali be fvorn to l^t the affixes or 
prices of viduals during the faid victualler’s office ; and then it fhali be 
lawful for the faid vidualler in office to fell'wines and victuals by whole- 
fale and retail.’ 

‘ Provided that this adt fhali not extend to difcharge any mini- 

fter (aforefaid) of the cities of London, York, and Coventry, for any 
wine or vidtual to be fold by retail within the faid cities.’ 

Now, will any one ferioufly believe, that 200 years farther backward, 
and prior to the reign of king Edward III (who firll gave the great and 
moll: advantageous turn to the Eniglilh commerce and manufadures), 
tlfe cities and towns of England were richer, or indeed near fo rich , as 
at this time, when the exports of the native produd and manufadures 
of England were greatly increafed, an infallible mark of increaftng 
riches, and that the moil part of the cities and towns of England were 
fallen into ruin and decay fince the 12th year of king Edward II Cer- 
tainly quite otherwife. It is rather to be fuppofed that fome other la- 
tent reafojp produced this law ; but whether it was intended for the eafe 
of the other more wealthy inhabitants of the faid cities and burghs, to 
bring back the magiflracy to the viduallers, and perhaps alfo for fome 
other political purpofe, or for what other realbn, we fhaH not abfolute- 
ly determine, any more than why York and Coventry, and not Briftol, 
Norwich, &c. (though fuperior to them) are (with London) the only 
places excepted oat of this ad. 

And we have fufficient demonflration of the truth of what we have 
advanced by another ftatute [c. 7.] ‘ for rellraining the exportation of 
‘ woollen cloths before they be fully manufadured ’wherein we find, 
that the cloths called velles, rayes, failing cloths, &c. which in the time 
of king Edward IV fold for 40/1 were now fold for four merks (and 
two years after were fold at five merks), and that the prices of wool and 
wcrkmanfliip were confiderably advanced in about fifty years, purely 
occafioned by the increafe of commerce and people. 

this fame year, king Henry VIII built the greatefl fhip ever known 
in England before, at Yv^oolwich, which is faid to be oldefi: royal dock 
of any place in Englan d. This is the fliip called the Regent, of 1000 
ions, already mentioned to be this year fitting out againft France. 

An expired flaiute [3 Hm. VIll, c. i.] merits remark. Its title is, 

' Every perfon that fliall carry over the fea ^my money, plate, jewels, 
&c. fl'All forfeit the double value.’ Plate and jewels are in our age 
deemed as much a commodity as any other merchandize, and fo are * 
foreign coin and bullion. And in fadt, the only folid reafon for prohi- 
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biting the exportation of our own coin is, when (like our crown-pieces 
at prefent) it happens to be too weighty ; for it w^ould h>e impradticable 
to be continually altering our coins, in order to keep pace with the cur- 
rent prices of gold and fdver on the continent. Moreover, notwithftand- 
ing this prohibition, we know that our crown-pieces are melted down, 
and carried beyond fea, fo that few or next to none are to be feen cur- 
rent ; which fhows that it is the intrinfic value alone of our coins which 
is at all times regarded, and not their nominal value. 

From this year we may properly date the commencement of what 
may be called an Englifh royal navy, i. e. a number of ftout fhips for 
war, adually belonging to, and permanently kept on foot by the crown 
for national defence ; king Henry VIII being the firfl Englifh king 
who effectually purfued this plan, and for that end firft eftablifhed a 
navy-office, with commiflioners. See. nearly as at prefent. He certainly 
employed great fums of money on his marine affairs, as well for the 
conftrudtion of fliips of war, as of docks, yards, wharfs, ftorehoufes, See. 
Before his time there was no fixed and permanent royal na\y, but, on 
ordinary occafions, the Cinque-Ports fupplied the crown with a deter- 
mined number of fuch fhips as they had in thofe times ; and on great 
emergencies, we have alfo feen that all the maritime towns of the king- 
dom were bound, on due notice, to fend their quotas of fhips. and ina- 
riners for a determined time, commanded either by the king or his ad- 
miral ; fuch as was the fleet of .king Edward III at the fiege of Calais 
in the year 134*-, and other capital expeditions. 

Bifhop Gibfon, in his additions to Carabden’s Britannia, obferves, 
that king Henry VIII, in the fourth year of his reign, for the advance- 
ment of navigation and commerce, eftabliflied a corporation for exa- 
mining, licenfing, and regulating pilots, and for ordering and directing 
beacons, lighthoufes, buoys, &c. which is filled ‘ The corporation of the 
trinity-houfe of Deptford Strond’, and has proved of great benefit for 
accompliihing the valuable ends of its foundation. Another focieng for 
the like good purpoies, lie afterwards eflablilhed at Hull, by the name 
of the trinity-houfe at Hull ; and alfo another at Neweaftle upon Tyne, 
in the year 1537 ? which three eflablifhments (fays Hakluyt) were in 
imitation of that which the emperor Charles V had eredted at Seville in 
Spain, who, obferving the many fhipwrecks in the voyages to and frpm 
the Weft Indies, occafioned by the ignorance of feamen, eftablifhed, ht 
the contradlation-houfe, ledures on navigation, and a pilot-major for 
the examination of other pilbts and mariners j he alfo direded books to 
be publifhed on that fubjed for the ufe of his mariners. The king, by 
his charter, confirmed to ^tbe Deptford trinity-houfe fooiety all the 
ancient rights, privileges, See. of the fhipmen and mariners of England, 
and their feveral poflellions at Deptford ; whereby it is plain they had 
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been a fociety long before, tbougb no where recorded how long. This 
corporation (whofe powers, &c. have been lince confirmed and aug- 
mented by fucceeding kings) have alfo the power of appointing pilots 
for the king’s ihips, and for examining and fixing their wages, and cer- 
tifying their qualifications, and thofe of the mafters of Ihips of war ; 
alfo for clearing and deepening the Thames by ballafl-hoys, with which 
ballafl: they fupply the (hipping. They have alfo the examination of 
the forty mathematical boys of Chrill’s Hofpital ; they have likewife 
power to hear and determine complaints of officers and failors in the 
merchant fervice ; fo that this corporation is eminently ufefui to the 
nation. 

That finery, or gaiety of apparel, was much increafed with the in- - 
creafe of commerce in England, appears plain, from an ad of parlia- 
ment of this year [c. 6,] reciting part of an ad of' the 1 2th of Ed- 
ward IV (not printed), whereby the cufiom-houfe officers are prohibit- 
ed to take any thing whatever for damping imported cloth of gold and 
cloth of filver, vaudekin, velvet,, damalk, fatin, farcenet, tariton, cam- 
let, and other cloths of filk, and of filk and gold and filver. It is in 
this new ad faid, ‘ That many times the merchants import, in one fhip 
only, three or four thoufand pieces of thofe merchandize, which (fays 
this ad) ^amounts to L. 30 or L. 40 to thofe officers, thus againfi: law 
ftill extorting 2d for fealing each piece.’ 

John de Solis, failing from Spain, along the coafl of Brafil, fouth- 
ward, fir ft difcovered the great river which they named-Rio de la Plata, 
in 35 degrees fouth of the equator, in the country of Paraguay. 

1 5 1 3. — King Henry VIII, bent on war againft France (fays lord Her- 
bert, p. 30. in his life of that prince), thought fit, in the firft place, to 
clear the fea from the French' navy. He therefore fent out his fleet to- 
ward Breft, confifting of 42 fail, befides lefler barks, without fpecifying 
(as the preceding year, unlefs indeed they were the identical fleet of 
that year) their tonnage, or their guns, or rates ; neither indeed, with 
refpecl to the laft, can we conceive that it (viz. the rate of the fhip) 
had been as yet, nor even long after this time, brought into ufe any 
where in Europe : And his lordfhip probably would have given po- 
fterity the tonnage, and number of guns on the French fide alfo, had 
they been left upon record ; but either fo iifcurious, or elfe fo negli 
g§nt, were the hiftorians of thofe times, that they have too often ne- 
gleded fuch matters, which in our times would be reckoned unpardon- 
able, whilft they often, with the greateft exadnefs, entertain us with a 
tedious detail of a public entry, or other trifling fhow or cavalcade. 
Burchet, however, in his naval hiftory, acquaints us, that the largeft of 
king 'Henry’s ihips, named the Regent, grappled (before Breft) with, 
the largeft of the French fliips, named the Cordelier, which being ac-- 
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cidentally fet on fire, both fliips were confumed, with all their crews • ; 
the fight of which fo terrified the reft of the French* fleet, which had 
juft come out of Breft, to the number of 39 fliips, that they ail retired 
again into that port, and fo put an end to this marine campaign ; though 
others give a very different account of this matter, and reprefent the 
French to have 'Ijeen fuperior to the Englifli fleet, which (after lofing 
their admiral Howard) was forced to retire home. 

Under the year 1511, we have obferved (from Hakluyt), that the 
Englifh began to have fome commerce in the Let^ant fea. We now 
find king Henry VIII appointing one Juftiniano to be mafter, gover 
nor, protedor, or conful, of all the merchants and other Englifli fub- 
jeds, in the port and ifland of Scio, or Chios, in the Archipelago, ftill 
pofleffcd by the Genoefe, with powers to govern them, and receive the 
profits of his office. This ifland is celebrated for the drug called ma- 
ftic. [Fcedera, V. xiii, p. * 

The fame year king Henry VIII farther confirmed the privileges of 
the company of merchants-adventurers of England, with relped to their 
exportation of Englifli woollen cloths, &c. 

On the l ery next page of the Fcedera, w-e find king Henry VIII en- 
tering into a league with the emperor Maximilian, king Ferdinand of 
Spain, and pope Leo X, againft king Louis XII of France, under the fcarce- 
ly-fpecious ihcnv of defending the pope and the church, and agreeing 
to allow 100,000 gold crowns for fupporting this fliam holy war. And 
in the fame yea^^ {p. 381 ), he ftipulates to pay 200,000 crowms to Maxi- 
milian, for keeping up 4000 horfe and 6000 foot in the Netherlands 
for the lame purpofe ; as alfo for enabling Henry’s garrifon of Tour- 
nay to defend that place from the French. 

A magazine and ftorehoufe for the royal navy was now firft ereded 
at Deptford, near London, which has fince become a large town, more 
populous than many corporation-towns, occafioned by the noble royal 
docks, ftorehoufes, dock-yards, wharfs, &c. fince erecled there. 

King Henry VIII, confidering how much the river Thames "was ex- 
poibcl to infults from foreign enemies, now ereeded a platform of can- 
non at Gravefend, and another oppofite to it on the Eflex fhore, where 
Tilbury fort w’as afterwards built. 

The king, to repair tire lofs of his fine fhip, named the Regent, capf- 
ed another to be built (fays Hall’s chronicle), fuch an one as had never 
before been feen in England, and named it the Henry Grace de Dieu ! 

1514 — ^Guicciardin, in his” defcriptioii of the Netherlands, acquaints 
us, that the city of Antwerp being, by its vaft commerce, greatly en- 
larged with new buildings, was now furrounded alfo witli a new and 
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more extenfive wall, being the fecond wall that had been built round 
that city. * 

Notwithftanding the preparations made in the preceding year for a 
confederate and pretended religious war againfl king Louis XII of 
France, a treaty of peace was concluded between king^Henry VIII and 
him, for both their lives, comprehending alfo an intercourfe of com- 
merce; whereby it was llipulated, 

‘I) That all duties or burdens on commerce, in both countries, im- 
pofed within the laft 52 years, fhall be abfolutely repealed. 

MI) And that all foreign merchants, and particularly the Venetians 
and Florentines, fhould be at full liberty to fail to either kingdom, arm- 
ed or unarmed, with their (hips and merchandize. 

Mil) No letters of marque or reprifal to be ilTued by either of the 
contrading parties againft any bu$ the principal delinquents, and their 
effedts and abettors, and not even againft thofe until juftice has been 
denied, after being formally demanded. 

IV) In another article of this treaty, the two kings engaged mutually 
to affift each other with land and fea forces ; the alliftance by fea, on 
either fide, being ftipulated to be 5000 armed men, with £hips fit for 
war, cannon, gunpowder, ftones (for they had not as yet fallen into the 
ufe of iron ballets), darts, provifions, arms, and other neceflaries for 
war, fuit^ole to the number of men above fpecified, at the expenfe of 
the party demanding fuch alliftance. But here is no fpecification of 
the precife number, or of the burden of the ftiips. 

‘ V) Louis obliged himfelf to confirm to the Englifh, trading at Bour- 
deaux, all the privileges and immunities granted either by liimfelf or 
his predecefibrs kings of France.’ [Fcedera, V. xiii, />. 41 2.] 

The portion of Mary, fecond daughter of the late king Henry VII,. 
to be married to king Louis XII of France, was fixed at 400,000 gold 
crowns ; of which fum it was agreed that one half fhould go towards, 
the lady’s equipage, gold and filver plate, jewels, clothes, &c. and the 
other half was to be deducted out of a million of crowns^ which Louis,, 
by another treaty with Henry, of this fame year, ftipulates to pay him 
for deferting the confederacy ; although the plaufible pretence for this 
ftipulation was exprefled to be for fundry old claims of the crown of 
England on that of France. \_Foedera, V. Fii\, 428, 433.] 

m this year alfo, we fee the form of a manumiflion granted by king 
Henry V'lII to two perfons, viz. ‘ Whereas, originally God created alf 
men free; but afterward the laws^and cuftoilns of nations fubjecfted fome ■ 
under the yoke of fervitude. We think it pious and meritorious with 
God, to make certain perfons abfolutely free from fervitude, who are 
at prefent under vilienage to us. AVherefore we do now accordingly 
manumit and free from the yoke of fervitude, Henry Knight a tailor,* 
and John Erie a hufbandman, our natives (i. e. our flaves), as being 
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born in our manor of Stoke-Clymmyflande, in our county of Corn- 
wall, together with all their iffue born, or hereafter- to be born, and 
all their goods, chattels, and lands already acquired, or hereafer to be 
acquired by them ; fo as the faid two perfons, with their iliue, fnall 
henceforth be deemed by us and our heirs free, and of free condition.’ 
[Fcedera, V. xiii, p, 470.] 

1515. — Meurflus \_Hi/Iona DaotVa, L. iiL] obferves, that the Danes had 
for a long time complained of the arbitrary proceedings of the tianie 
towns in commercial matters ; and particularly that when they carried 
their merchandize to thofe towns for lale, they were not permitted to 
afk what price they thought fit for the fame; but the magi fire 'to cf 
thofe Hanfe towns afllimed a power of arbitrarily fetting a pi ice d-ere- 
on ; and thofe magiflrates, being generally merchants themieives, oolc 
great advantage thereof, whereby the« Danes were frequently obli/i'-d to 
fell at a lofing price, they not being permitted to re-export v’leir icr- 
chandize from thofe towns, after they had once expofed them to iale ; 
but at bed, if not compelled to fell them at the price firft fixed or of- 
fered, they had no other remedy but to lodge them in the citizens 
warehoufes till tlie prices lliould change in their fiivour. The great 
quantity, moreover, of corn, butter, fifli, &c. thereby carried out of 
Denmark, rendering provifions much dearer, and did reliing to the poor, 
king Chridiern II therefor direcled, that for the future all thofe mer- 
chandize fliould be expofed to fale only at Copenhagen, whither alfo he 
brought the riehed merchants from other parts of his dominions. Thus 
this prince (though in other refpecls a cruel tyrant) brought Copenha- 
gen to be the emporium or ftaple for all Danifh merchandize, to the 
great detriment of Lubeck, Wifmar, Rodoc, Straelfund, Stetin, &c. 
This w-as one great blow to the commerce of the Hanfe towns, whofe 
arbitrary proceedings put other princes and dates upon the like mea- 
fures ; and as men grow wii'er by experience, it alfo put them upon 
manufactures and other brunches of commerce at home, which gradual- 
ly brought on the farther decay of thofe Hanfe towns. 

In England new meafures were projedled for the farther prevention 
of frauds in the manufacdure of woollen cloths ; and by two datiites 
{cc. 8, 9] tlie weight of thofe cloths is directed to be afeertained, and 
orders made to prevent dreiching in their meafure, as alfo fiirinki^ ; 
and other regulations touciiing the wool, yarn, &c. And Blackwell- 
iiali is fil'd named therein, though doubtlefs of a much longer dand- 
ing, us a repofitory for woollen cloths., 

A new trtv.ty of peace and commerce was concluded between Hen- 
ry VIII and Francis I, in nearly the fame terms as the former one in 
the year 1514, with Louis XII, now dead, viz. for both their liveS ; and 
-one year after (the common manner of treating in thofe times), with 
an additional claiife, prohibiting the privateers of either nation to fet 
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fail, withomt giving fecurity not to injure any of the fubjedS of the 
other contra(Sting‘"party, and to prevent them from feHing their booty in 
the ports of either party, or receiving fupplies of provifions. {Fxdera, 
476. J 

Henry VIII having complained to the fenate of Genoa againlt the 
new duty laid on the merchandize of his fubjedts in their ifland of Scio, 
they, in the year 1517, informed him, that the heavy annual tribute 
tvhich they were obliged to pay to the grand fignior for the illand, 
obliged them to impofe the duty which his fubjedts complained of : 
Wherefore they humbly hoped his Majefty would not any more liilen 
to the complaints of his fubjedls there, fince they were no higher taxed 
than the other inhabitants; adding, that by that grievous tribute to the 
Turks, they contraded a debt of 120,000 ducats, which they could no 
otherwife difcharge but by thofe mew dutiesi IFcedera, V. xiii, pp. 493, 
5«9-] 

A new treaty of peace and intercourfe of commerce was concluded 
between Henry VIII and Ferdinand the Catholic, for himfelf as king 
of Arragon, and alfo as adminiftrator of the perfon and dominions of 
his daughter Joanna, queen of Caftile, 8tc. which is much the fame 
with former treaties with Spain ; with this addition, that in cafe the 
fhips of either party ftiould be wrecked on the coafts of the other party, 
the magiftrates Ihould fee ure and fequeft rate the goods, &c. of fuch 
wreck for the proprietors, if within twenty months they fhould make - 
out their claim, and perifliable merchapdize fhould be fold for the be- 
nefit of the owners : But if no claim were made within twenty months, 
then the laws of the country, where fuch wreck fhould happen, . fhould ' 
take place. \Foedera, V.'sx^, p.- ^20^ 

1516.- — In this year king Ferdinand the Catholic died at’ Madrid, - 
which place (fays Guicciardin,, in his Hiftory of the wars in Italy) was 
then but an obfeure village. Spain, before the imion of its feveral- 
kingdoms, had as many different capitals as kingdoms ; but Madrid be- 
ing the ufual refidence of Ferdinand’s fuecefibrs (though ftill an open 
town without walls) is become a very large city. - 

Hakluyt [Voyages, V. iii, p. 498.] mentions a voyage made^ in this year ■ 
by fir Thomas Port vice-admiral of Englandj and Sebaflian Cabot, , 
fr^pi England to the coafts of Brafil, .and other parts of South Ameri- 
ca, by order of king Henry VIII ; yet he gives us no particulars of it. 

In many different periods we find the Hanfeatic hiftorians aimoft' 
conftantly complaining (and particularly the Lubeckers) of the vio- ■ 
fences committed by the Danes : For inftance, in the year 1507, the- 
king of Denmark, juft after having concluded a peace with the Hanfe 
towns, feized on nine Lubeck merchant fhips, , richly laden, from Ri- 
ga. On the other hand, the Danifh hiftorians paint the Hanfe towns, 
and efpecially Lubeck, in very odious colours, , and as being ever the 
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implacable enemies of Denmark : But as at tbis difliance of time we ja-e 
not well able to judge of the grounds of many of their quarrels, fince 
both fides fet off their refpefifive caufes plaufibly, we fhall not deter- 
mine thereupon, any farther than hiftorically to note, that the feizure 
produced an eight years war between them, till this year 1516 5 during 
which fpace the city of Hamburgh alone carried on a trade with Nor- 
way and Denmark, without any regard to Lubeck and the other Van- 
dalic cities at war with that crown ; whereby, and by their trade with 
England and the Netherlands, Hamburgh marvelloufly incrcafed in 
wealth. \Werienhagen, refp. Hanf. V. i, part 3, c. 17.] 

The commercial intercourfe between England, and Charles, fovereign 
of the Netherlands, was renewed for five years to come ; when it was 
farther ftipulated, 

I) That the Englifli, carrying their^merchandize to Antwerp, which 
is in the' province of Brabant, fhall not there be obliged to pay the 
tolls of Zealand; neither when they carry their merchandize to Ber- 
gen-op-zoom *, or to Middleburg, fhall they be obliged to pay the tolls. 

. of Brabant, but folely thofe of Zealand. 

II) That the merchants of either country fhaO not make by-laws and 
ftatutes amongfl themfelves, for agreeing not to buy the goods of cer- 
tain towns or perfons of the other country ; neither fhall ekh^r fide fet 
a fixed price on the merchandize of the other fide, at their fairs and 
markets, but all perfons fhall be free on both fides, to buy and fell as 
they befi can. “ 

Laflly, Within one year from the date hereof, a formal congrefs fhall 
be held, for terminating all complaints of the fubjeds of both princes, 
either general or particular, relating to tolls, cuftoms, the ftaple, &c. 
IFcedera, F. idn,pp. 533, 539.} 

Thus were the traders of England and the Netherlands perpetually 
complaining and treating about grievances ; ‘and yet both parties ftill 
found it their intereft to go on trading with each other. 

This year put an end to the femous monarchy of the Mamelucs in 
Egypt, after it had lafled upwards of 300 years. It feems that Campfon 
Gaurus, thejr fifteenth monarch or fultan, had, about or foon after the 
year 1501, unhappily joined with Ifinael, fophy of Perfia, againfl Selim 
I, the Turkifh emperor, who proved too hard for them both, and fou^d 
means to dethrone and kill Tonombeiusi, the fon of Campfon Gaurus. 
The Mamelucs, however, made refiftance to the power of Selim for 
fome years after ; yet he at length reduced, firft, the port-towns of Sy- 
ria, as Tripoli, Sidon, &c- and next the city of Damafcus. Laflly, 
he reduced the entire country of Egypt, after taking the vaft city of 
Caitb, in the year 1516. This was a great blow to the balance of power 
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in the Eafl:, by throwing two fuch noble countries as Syria and Egypt 
into the fcale of the Turkiih empire, already too ponderous ; whereby 
the fultans were enabled to give the law in the Levant feas, and to dif- 
trefs the commerce and territories of Venice and Genoa in thofe parts, 
as they foon efFedually did. . It alfo gave them the dominion of both 
fides of the Red lea, and on the coaft of Africa without that fea, and- 
Ibuth-eafl; on the Arabian fliore. It likewife gave the Turks the means 
of going by fea to Eaft-India, to the great annoyance of the Portuguefe 
in thofe parts, as may be feen in the hiftories of their Indian conquefts. ■ 

The city of Antwerp conftantly increafing in wealth and commerce, 
and the city of Bruges as conftantly declining, fuch foreign merchants 
as had not before left the latter, removed in this year to Antwerp. The 
Englifli had removed thither in the preceding year: So there now only 
remained a few Spaniards at Bruges ; yet the ftaple for Englilh wool - 
was not as yet removed thence. 

1517.— Four Portuguefe (hips, attended by four Malayan fliips, failed ■ 
from Malacca for China, with an ambaflador to the Chin efe emperor, . 
who travelled from Canton to Pekin, all the way over land. 

The firft account we have of the grand cod-fiihery on the banks of 
Newfoundland was in this year, when an Englifli fliip of 250 tons ar^ 
rived at the.ifland of Puerto Rico, pretending (he came with another to 
difcover*^a paflage to Cathay, and had been at Newfoundland, where 
there were fifty Spanifti, French, and Portuguefe fliips on the fifhery. 
Thence fhe failed for Hifpaniola^ but being fired at from the caftle, 
returned to Puerto-Rico, and departing thence, was never heard of ’ 
more. \B'aUuyfs Voyages,, V. my. p. 499. Hererra . dates it two years 
later,] 

So great an event, and fo fraught with interefting confequences, as 
was the reformation of a great part of Chriftendom from popery, can-- 
not altogether be paiTed over in filence for fundry obvious reafons^ yet, 
as ecclefiaftical hiftory is not our province, it will fuffiee that we briefly 
obferve, under this year 1517;, that Pope Leo X, being, or feeming to 
be, alarmed; at the conqueft of Syria and Egypt from the Mamelucs, . 
by Selim the grand fignior, publifhed a croiiade againft the Turks ; 
and, for that feeming end, difperfed. his indulgences all o^er Ghriften- 
dom, which were fo fhamefuily dilpofed of in Germany, that the bene- 
fit of, thofe indulgences were even to extend to the dead, whofe fouls, . 
upon payment by their heirs j &c. of a fum of money, were imme- ■ 
diately to be redeemed out of purgatory j.^nd Guicciardini, in his wars 
of Italy, relates^ that thofe powers for releafing fouls out of purgatory 
were openly played for in taverns : which^ fcandalous proceedings ex- - 
cited'Martin Luther, a monk, and profelTGr of divinity at Wirtenberg. 
in Saxony, to attack the papal power, wherein being fupported by Fre- 
derick eledor of Saxony, &c. a- reforpiation of religion was gradually. 

G 2.; 


52 A. jD. 1517. 

tjrouglit about in federal kingdoms and flates of Europe. That great 
event has proved very beneficial to thofe countries wherein proteftant- 
ifm has been firmly eftablifhed ; fince, by fuppreffing the idle drones in 
the convents, and putting a flop to the great fums annually remitted to 
-Rome, and carried to other parts for pilgrimages, 8cc. their people are 
more increafed and more profitably employed for the general benefit, 
and their money, before fo unworthily dilfipated, is now employed in 
trade and commerce. Much more might be faid-on this fubjed, to 
fhow the many benefits which have accrued to thofe feveral countries 
which embraced the reformation of religion ; but as thefe general re- 
marks maybe fufficient for our prefent purpofe, we fhall leave our 
readers to fupply the refl:, as their -feveral inclinations fhall dir-ed them. 

1518.- — On May-day 1518, there was a fhameful riot (fays Hall in his 
life of king Henry VITI, p. 62.) committed by the London appren- 
tices, fervants, watermen, and priefls, againft foreigners, by pulling 
•down, and rifling their houfes, &c. The complaints againfl: them were, 
‘ That there were fuch numbers of them employed as artificers, that 
the Englifli could get no work ; That the Englifh merchants had little 
to do, by reafon the merchants-ftrangers bring in all filks, cloths of 
gold, wine, oil, iron, &c. that no man almoft: buyeth of an Englifh- 
man : They alfo export fo much wool, tin, and lead, that, Englifli ad- 
venturers can have no living : That foreigners compafs the city round 
about, in Southwark, Weftminfter, Temple-bar, Holborn, St. Mar- 
tin’s (le Grande}, St. John’s flreet, Aldgate, Tower-hill, and St, Ca- 
therines', and they foreftal the market, fo that no good thing for 
them cometh to the market, which are the caufes that Englifhmen 
want and ftarve, whilfl: foreigners live in abundance and pleafure : 
That the Dutchmen bring over iron, timber, and leather ready ma- 
nufadured, and nails, locks, bafkets, cupboards, flools, tables, chefls, 
girdles, laddies, and painted cloths Dr. Bell’s Spital fermon on 
Eafter-Tuefday, had greatly increafed the people’s jealoufy of foreign- 
ers. I faw, faid John Lincoln (the chief inftigator of the people), on 
a Sunday this Lent, 600 foreigners fiiooting at the poppinjay with crofs- 
bows. This riot was over by dawn of day, called Evil May-day. Se- 
veral of thofe rioters were hanged, and the king pardoned the reft. 
The pretended crimes of thofe foreigners were probably their working 
cheaper, and being more induftrious than our own people, whofe ex- 
clufive privileges within the city kept the foreigners in thofe out-parts 
above named out of thefree'domj thereby getting much of the trade, 
&c- from the freemen f. 

' A treaty was now conclucjed between king Henry VIII and Francis I, 

Tbcfe accufaiions throw fomc on the riot i$ given bjr Stow, who dates it in 1517, in his 
.commercial cbnditiW'df London at this time* Amahs ^ p* 848, ed* 1600 ^ Survej 
f A veij cipcurolantiai account: of greats p* t&xB* M* 
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the French king, for the marriage of Mary, Henry’s daughter, with the 
dauphin of France; wherein Henry ftipulates to pay 330,000 crowns, 
35 fols Tournois each, as the lady’s portion ; but it did not take 
place. F: xiii, />. 632.3 

And in ^. 642 we have a treaty, whereby Henry ftipulates do deliver 
to Francis the city and territory of Tournay, with Mortagne and St. 
Amande ; for which Francis llipulates to pay him 600,000 crowns, of 
35 fols Tournois each, at fundry diftant payments. 

By a commercial, or rather maritime treaty, between king Henry 
VIII and kiiig Francis I, the title of which is ‘TraStatus Bepredationis, 
it appears there were in thofe times many violences, robberies, and pi- 
racies committed on the feas of Europe. For the prevention whereof 
it was now ftipulated, 

‘ I) That at London, the adnsiral, vice-admiral, and mailer of the 
rolls, for England, and at Rouen, the like ofEcers for France, ihould 
reciprocally be the judges of fuch enormities. 

‘ II) Thefe curity which mailers and owners of ihips gave (by former 
treaties), on their fetting fail, not to injure the fubjedls of the other 
contrading party on the feas or in the port, was by this treaty made 
general, viz. That they ihould not injure any nation whatever. 

ni) .^ips, on their return home, were to undergo a ilrid examina- 
tion, and to give a juil account how they came by any ihips, mer- 
chandize, or prifoners, which they might bring home as booty.’ \Foe- 
(sfera, xiii, /». 649.] 

Since all the powers of Europe keep up a ilan ding maritime force 
even in times of peace, fuch piratical violences amongit nations in ami- 
ty have ceafed, becaufe they would be fo eaiily detedled, and fo fpeedily 
puniihed. 

And here it may be proper to remark, that- in almoil all the general 
treaties, between England and France, for about 100 years backward 
from this time, England (along with fuch other powers as are compre- 
hended by her in thofe treaties) generally has comprehended, and now 
exprefsly comprehends, the community and fociety of the Teutonic 
Hanfe. 

We may alfo note, that king Henry VIII wa^s the firfl; king of Eng- ' 
la|^ that had any correfpondence with the Swift cantons, whom he 
therefore generally comprehends in his treaties, under the title of the 
H.t\v&ticl^ox^s ip Domini Helvetii, Jive Suetenfes^) 

In this year, according to Thuanus [L. li.], ^ fourteen of the Hanfe 
towns were cut off from their general confederacy,’ (for irregularities, 
doubtlefs, in their condud;) Who adds, that there ftill remained, un- 
to his' own time, 66 cities in that confederacy, viz. 6 Vandalic cities, 8 \ 
of Pomerania, 6 of Pruliia, 3 of Livonia, 1 3 Saxon cities, 10 of Weft- 
phalia, 7 of Cleves or Marck, 3 of Overyffel, 7 of Guelderland, and 3 


Frifeland. By this account, there muft have been in ail 8o Hanfe 
towns in that confederacy; yet their hiftoriographer Werdenhagen, 
inakes but 64 cities who ever paid annual contributions for the expence 
of that confederacy. 

The Scottifli parliament paffed an adl, with proper penalties, againft 
thofe who neglegledto plant woods, hedges, and fences; though this, like 
former laws for the fame purpofe, has never been well executed, even 
to the prefent times: But they are in our days fetting effedually, though 
but gradually, about what their own ftatutes long lince enjoined them 
to do. 

1 5 i9.-^The Spaniards went on with their difcoveries on the continent 
of America, and particularly on the coaft of what is called Terra Fir- 
ma, Darien, 8cc. although (as elfewhere obferved), what with ftorms 
and fliipwrecks, and the refinance pf the native Indians, it may be 
thought doubtful whether, upon the whole, they were hitherto really 
gainers until after the year 1519 ; when the emperor Charies V, king 
of Spain, received news of rhe difcovery and commencement of the 
Gonquefi: of the famous Indian empire of Mexico by Flemando Cortes; 
who failing, in the year 1518, from the ifle of Cuba, with about 400 
foot foldiers, 7 frnall cannon, and 15 (fome fay 50 horfemen) laid the 
foundation of a very great dominion for Spain in Ameriqa^-by the im- 
menfe treafures which to this day are annually brottght froiii America 
into Spain, more efpecially after they had from Mexico invaded Peru, 
Paraguay, and Chili, fouthward, and New Mexico northward. Ihe 
mention of this particular (fays Mr. Rapln de Thoyras judicioufly, in 
his hiftory of England) is the more neceflary, as it was the gold and 
filver wherewith the new world furnilhed Spain, that contributed moil 
to render Charles V fo powerful, as he will hereafter appear ; befide, 
money growing more plenty by the trade carried on by other countries 
with Spain, tlie reader muft not be furprifed hereafter to find more nu- 
merous armies, greater magnificence in princes courts, and the doweries 
of princeffes much larger than before. 

Ferdinand Magellan, who had ferved under Albuquerque, the great. 
Portuguefe commander in Eaft-India, having (through fome difeontent) 
entered into the fervice of Sj»m, now lignified to the emperor Charles 
V, King of Spain, that by the imaginary line of divifion or partition, 
which king John of Portugal had agreed on with King Ferdinand'and 
Queen Ifabella, all the Banda and Molucco ifles muft fall to the ftiare 
of Spain ; of which rich illes he propofed to him to make a complete 
difcovery, by a bold, and till then unheard-of, navigation weftward. 
The emperor joyfully embraced his propofal, giving him five fliips and 
300 men for its execution ; yet, through ftorms, fcarcity of provifions, 

. &c. he did not get through that famous Ihrait (to which his name was 
thereupon given) till November 1520; thence filing by the Ladrones 


ilEeff/ arriveif at tlie ifles wiiich he called the Philippmes, where he* 
loft his life in a fkirmifh ; but the fliips failed on for Tidore, one of the 
Molucco iftes, where they arrived in the 27th month after their firft 
fetting out from Spain, and where (contrary to what the Portuguefe 
had given out, to deter others from coming thither) they found the fea 
’102 yards in depth, though the Portuguefe had (as Ibme write) fpread 
reports of its being fo fhallow, that there was no navigating it, befide 
continual dsirknefs, rocks, 8cc. Here the Spaniards firft tafted the Ipices 
at their fountain-head, and traded with the king and people of Tidore 
for them, in exchange for their own cargo of cloth, glafles, 8cc. to a vaft 
profit ; thence they returned home, with only one of their fhips, by the 
Cape of Good Hope (one fhip being taken by the Portuguefe, and the 
other left leaky) and arrived at Seville in September 1552 j being the 
firft who had ever failed quite rouifti the globe. 

There having probably been fome difference, before this time, be- 
tween England and Genoa, on account of commerce, or perhaps partly 
for the partiality of the Genoefe to France, under the proteftion and 
vaflalage of who fe kings they had for fome time paft put themfelves, 
the French king, amongft his 6ther titles, now ftiling himfelf lord of 
Genoa, matters were in this year accommodated ; and we accordingly 
meet with.^ing Henry VIIFs pafiport or fafe-condud; to Luke Spinola, 
filled mailer of the fociety of merchants of Genoa refiding in Eng- 
land, and to all other Genoefe merchants and their fadors, &c. toge- 
ther with their carracks, galleys, and Ihips, to refort to any part of Eng- 
land and its- territories, there freely to fell their merchandize, and to 
buy wool, woollen cloth, tin, lead, &c. ; provided they do not export 
any merchandize of the ftaple of Calais to any port but to Calais, un- 
lefs it be through the Straits of Morocco ; any letters of marque, or re- 
prifals, againft the community, dominion, and city of Genoa, their vaf- 
fals or fubjeds, &c. to the contrary notwithftanding. * Laftly, this fafb 
condud was to continue for five years, even although it fhould happen 
in the interim that war fhould break out between England and France. 
\Foedera, V. xiii, p.' 700.] 

According to Sandoval’s hiftory of the civil wars of Spain, in the 
beginning of the reign of the emperor Charles Y, when almoft all the 
citi^ of Spain, in this year 1519 (et feq.), made infurredions, on. ac- 
count of the exorbitant exadions of that emperor’s Flemifh favourites, 
and their carrying much money out of Spain into Flanders, &c. we find 
mention made of fundry clothworkers amongft thofe rebels, whole army 
had drawn up articles or conditions to be agreed to by the emperor : 
Some of them are as follows, viz. " 

I) That the cloth imported from other countries fhall be of the fame 
fize and goodnefs as the cloths' wrought in thefe kingdoms (of Spain.) 

II) That the merchants and clothiers of the' kingdoms (of Spain), 
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may take, (feize) to work and fpend therein, one half of all the wools 
bought, either by natives or by ftrangers, to be fent out of the king- 
doms, paying the fame price as they had done for them. And that the 
oiEcers of juftice may take the faid wools either from the fliepherds or 
from the buyers, and deliver them to be manufadured, as above. 

Hence it is plain, that there was once a confiderable manufadure in 
Spain though it was afterwards negleded, chiefly owing to the influx 
of gold and filver from America, very foon after this time, whereby 
the nation grew lazy with their riches, and carelefs of the labour requir- 
ed in manufadures *, and to the temptation of getting fuddenly rich, 
which allui'ed fuch numbers of people to emigrate to America, that 
there were not induftrious hands enough left in Spain to carry on fuch 
manufadures. 

Spain has lince made feveral unfiiccefsful efforts for the revival of 
that manufadure and fuch meafures are in our days purfuing by Bis 
prefent Catholic Majefty, as are very likely to reftore it in fome confi- 
derable degree, though the country ftill labours under the great misfor- 
tune of a want of induftrious hands : fo extremely difficult it is for a 
nation to recover a negleded and loft manufadure. 

J520. — The commercial treaty, named by the Netherlanders intercur- 
fus magnits, concluded in 1495-6, was now renewed betweenr,^ing Hen- 
ry and the emperor Charles V, fovereign of the Netherlands, for five 
years certain. [Foedera, V. 

King Henry iflued a commiffion for a congrefs at Bruges in Flanders, 
to treat with commiflioners from the Hanfe towns, concerning the 
abufes, unjuft ufes, extenfions, enlargements, interpretations, and reftric- 
tions, made by the Hanfeatic merchants, concerning the feveral privi- 
leges at any time granted to the Hanfeatic league by the king or his 
predeceflbrs, and to remove all the faid abufes ; alfo to demand and re- 
ceive whatever fums of money, and how large foever they may be, due 
to him on that account. And finally, to renew and conclude an inter- 
courfe of commerce between England and the faid Hanfe-league j but 
the iflue of this congrefs does not appear. [Fcedera, V. xiii, p. 722.] 

The Cienoefe obfeiv’ing the various ways of eflaying to get to Eaft- 
India, befides the common way by* the Cape of Gpod Hope ; as that 
now by Magellan's ftraits, the fuppofed north-weft paflage, that fuppof- 
ed from New-Spain, and the hoped-for north-eaft paflage, every nation 
feeking to excel in induftry in this age of difeoveries ; they, becaufe 
not fo much accuftomed to voyages in. the ocean, fent Paul Conterano 
to the czar of Mufeovy, with a propofal for carrying the merchandize 
of Eaft-India overland into Ruflia j but the difficulties of this under- 

^ ^ The treaty between Charles Y kirj|r of Spain, under the year 1526, alFords a better evidence of 

and Francis I king of France, which will be found the exiftenceof woollen manufadlures In Spain. Jf. 


facing were czar reje£led their propofal. [Monfon's 

Naval tra£is, p. 480.] 

According to Nicholfon, hi/lorical library, p. 6 , ed. 1696.] 

‘ finee the beginning of King Henry VIII’s reign, our elded: general 
‘ geographer or antiquary is faid to have been Thoma§ Sulmo, a Guern- 
‘ fey man, who died at London, anno 1545 ; the y^ar following, a 
‘ much greater man of the profefiion. Sir Thomas Elliot, one of King 
‘ Henry’s ambalTadors, and of Sir Thomas Moore’s frieiids, died alfo, 

‘ Contemporary with thofe two, was George Lilly (fon of, William the 
‘ famous grammarian), who lived fome time at Rome with Cardinal 
‘ Poole, and publifhed the fil'd esadt map that ever was till then drawn 
‘ of i bis ifland.’ 

1521, — T he great fuccefs of the Turks at this time judly alarmed the 
princes of Plurcpe t for in the yeaf 1521 ,■ the fukanSoIyman the Magnifi- 
c’ent not only took the fortrefs of Belgrade from Louis king of Hungary, 
but likewife foon after, the city of Buda, the capital of that kingdom. . 
In the y-ear following he afiaulted the famous ifle of Rhodes, fo long 
pofit'fled by the knights of St. John of Jerufalem ; and although the 
city of Rhodes had but 6000 Chriftians in garrifon, they held out fix 
months againd the whole- power of the Turks, who loft 64,000 men be- - 
foi;e they^^'cre able to take it. Solyman alfo, out of the Black Sea and 
other parts, having got together near 600 galleys, &c. attempted the ifle ■ 
of Corfu, and. ravaged the - neighbouring coafts and ifles, proving too . 
hard for the united fleets of the emperor, Venice, and the pope. This; 
proved a great detriment to the naval commerce of England in the Le- 
vant feas, where, till now, thofe zealous knights of St. John had been 
the common protedlors of all Chriftian fhips, and a great obdrucli on to 
the Tuft- ifh depredations. When thofe knights got away from Rhodes, , 
with 50 of their galleys, they carried much riches with them, and many 
people ; yet, (that wemay not any more recur to this article) in about . 
eight years following, during which they moved about between Candia, . 
Naples, Sicily, Villafranca, &c. their numbers and riches were much di- ■ 
'miniflied ; until the year 1530, v/hen the Emperor Charles V beftowed . 
on them the ifles -of Malta ■ and Goza in- the Sicilian fea Here they 
again foon became the terror of the Mahometans, as they dill continue 
to^je. Captain Morgan acquaints us, that the naval force of Malta, m . 
his time, confided of feven ftout fhips of v/ar, none carrying fevrer than • 
50 gtms, befide galleys and privateers of kll fizes, with v/hich they are 
petpetuallyharallmg the coafts of Barbary, and bringing home prizes 
to Malta. of Algiers, N i, j>. 315. ei/. 1728'.] 

In thofe times, when commerce was but in. its childhood, there was ■ 
too much of a monopolizing fpirit throughout all Europe. Tire city of ■ 
Hamburgh pretended (and partly dill pretends) to an exclufive domi- 
nion on the river Elbe. This had been connived at in the early days- - 
VoL. lL. ' a - 
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of commei'ce, when the):^ even, claimed ,a right to exclude all the other 
towns lying between it and the fea from a free navigation on that great 
river, by virtue of grants from fundry emperors ; which, they alfo al- 
leged, enabled them to oblige the fubje<3:s of Danifh Holftein to import 
their merchandizg no w^here elfe but to Hamburgh, for which, it was 
faid, thev were to take what price the Hamburghers pieafed to allow 
them. King Chriftiern II of Denmark, in the year 1521, oppofed their 
exorbitant claims, in refentment of which oppofition, Hamburgh, in 
the year 1523, actually declared war againft Denmark ; yet King Chrif- 
tian III, being of a mild difpofition, permitted Hamburgh to keep up 
thofe claims during his whole reign, which ended in the year 1558, af- 
ter which we fhall trace thofe difputes farther. 

There being at this time a great decay of hufbandry in England, by 
reafon of the many inclofures, which, *within the preceding fifty years, 
had turned much arable land into pafture, thereby leflening the nuih- 
ber of hulbandmen, See. moft capable of defending the country, vrhere- 
by alfo towns and villages w'ere depopulated, and both wool and flefh 
meat were cnbanced, becaufe engrofied by the nobility and gentry, who 
were not neceliitated to fell ; King Henry VlII therefore now iflhed out 
his commilTions to the magiftrates for putting in execution the laws 
againft inclofures. 

In the fame year was firft introduced the ufe of hand-guns or rauf- 
kets, whereby, in little more than lOo years later, the pradice of bows 
and arrows in war was quite laid afide. 

In the lame year there was a great breach from the fea in the dikes 
or fea-walls of Holland, whereby 72 villages, and upwards of 100,000 
people, were faid to be drowned ; but we dare not afeertain this for 
fact without more authentic vouchers of time, place, &c. than merely a 
general report. 

King Henry (byiiis favourite Cardinal Wolfey) aded as mediator at 
the treaty of Calais between the rw'o great rivals for power, the Empe- 
ror Charles V and King Francis I of France. What relates to commerce 
fs as follows. 

Whereas |he fierce war carried on between thofe two princes had oc- 
cafloned many maritiraQ depredations, to the grievous damage of the 
innocent fubjeds on both Tides, and it being now the proper feafon jfor 
the hcrring-fiftiing, — to prevent thofe depredations, it was now ftipii- 
lated, , 

That the fifhers, both of the emperor and France, may freely fifh for 
herrings, &c. from the date hereof (i rth Odober 1521) to the end of 
January following, even though the war fhould go on between , thofe 
princes, and they may return home in fafety. 

It was alfo ftipulated (much for the honour of King Henry), that dur- 
ing the. war between Charles and Francis, none of their fubjeds fhould, 
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in the harbours, bays, rivers, or mouths of rivers, roads or ftations for 
fhipping, and particularly the ftation called the Downs, nor in any other 
maritime places belonging to the jurlfdidlion of the king of England, 
take, fpoil, rob, or plunder any fhip or merchantman, loaded or unload? 
ed, armed or unarmedj of whatfoevi^r bidden or nation they may be ; 
nor rob any fuch fliip of its merchandize, arms, &c. nor injure the fame 
any other way ; but both fhips and mariners, of whatever nation, fliould 
be abfolutely fecure in thofe places, and remain at anchor there, with-^ 
out obftrudtion or moleftation from either of the faid two princes or of 
their fubjedls. . 

Laftly, the ratification is memorable, viz. 

' We having feen the above named articles, and being defirous to 
‘ gratify the faid moft reverend cardinal, our moft dear and 
* moft beloved friend, dc^ hereby ratify and approve the fame. 

• (Signed) ‘ Charues, emperor. 

‘ Francis, king. 

We have feen, that fo early as the year 1508, the Portuguefe had 
become in fome meafure mafters of the fpice or Molucco ifles, and that 
the emperor Charles V had encouraged Magellan to fail to them by a 
weftern courfe in the year 1518 ; yet the Spaniards proved unfuccefsful 
inuli thek attempts to poflefs thofe iflands. At length, King John III 
ofPortu^l, in the year 1529, fent the emperor, his brother-in-law, 
350,000 ducats (when about this time he went into Italy to be crowned 
emperor), on condition of not being diflurbed in the pofleffion of thofe 
ifles till repayment of that fum ; which being never done (fays Sir Wil- 
liam Monfon in his Naval tracts), Spain has never lince pretendes^ to 
thofe ifles. 

The Portuguefe now brought thofe fpices home to ‘Lifbon in great 
quantities, whereby, fays Penfionary De Witt \lnterejl of Holland, pai't 
III. £■, iii.j the king of Portugal got abo%'e 200,000 ducats yearly. — 

‘ Thofe ifles,’ fays the fame able author, ‘ before they thus loft their 
‘ independency, were ariftocratical republics, and then drove a great 
‘ trade in their cloves, mace, and nutmegs; and although fcarcely a 
' third part ^hereof was carried by fliipping to Galecut, that great ftaple 
‘ of India, which being there fold, were carried to BafTorS. and Egypt 

* by caravans, and thence tranfported by fhipping to- Europe; yet the 
‘Sultans of Syria and Egypt, through whofe lands they were biought, 

‘ were wont to receive yearly above 80,000 ducats cuftom for the fame. 

‘ No wonder then if the princes of thofe ’countries, as well as the ftate 
‘ of Venice, were very much offended with the Portuguefe for divert- 
‘ ing this profitable channel of that trader’ „ . . 

About this time the French commenced ablk manufadure, having been 
fupplied with workmen from Milan, while they poffelTed that duchy. 
In this manufaffure they made a, very, quick progrefs, principally at 
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Lyons and other parts of the fouth of France, and fupnHed many parts 
of Europe with filk goods ; and until England long after fell into the 
like manufadure, it was the means of draining us of great fums annu- 
ally. Yet it was long after this time before France got into the method 
of railing raw lilk from the worms. 

In this year tliY city of Genoa was ftormed and pillaged by the Spa- 
nifli troops of the Emperor Charles V- And the chevalier de M.> y 
[Hi/ioire de Genes, F". ii, p. 8i.] acquaints us, that Genoa was at that i nc 
efleemed the richeft city in the world (in. Europe, I fuppofe, he me.int) 
next after Venice and Lyons. 

The republic of Venice having for fo many centuries enjoyed the 
foie commerce for the fpices of India, till lately deprived oi it by Por- 
tugal, made at this time an effort to acquire fome coiifid:;rabIe benefit 
therefrom fill I, by making a propofal f.o the court of Lifbon to take off 
all the fpice annually imported by the Portuguefe (over and above what 
that kingdom itfelf could confume^ at a certain fixed price ; but the 
propofal was inftantly rejeded. {Ofor. de reb. Emanuelis, L. xii.] 

1522. — Cenfio de Bakhazari, a merchant of Lucca, reliding in the 
ifle of Crete or Candia, was appointed by King Henry to be for life go- 
vernor, mafter, protedor, or conful, of the Englilh nation there, with 
all powers and emoluments which any conful formerly en-joyed there 
or any where elfe, either from the faid king or any of his predeceflors. 
lFo^dera,K%m,p.']U.l 

So neceflary and important are a few Angle fea-ports to the welfare 
of a whole kingdom, that even the abfolute fate of the latter may de- 
]>end on the former : Thus, in the faid year 1522, the Lubeckers, Dant-- 
zickers, &c. fent nine Ihips of war to the affiftance of Guftavus (Erick- 
fon) king of Sweden, by whofe aid he fo well fucceeded, that in grate- 
ful return he granted thofe Hanfeatic cities great privileges in Sweden. 
\''oiraire, in his general hiftory of Europe, alleges that the city of Lu- 
beck 'iHb fupplied liim with troops, without which he would have found 
it difficult to fucceed. By the aifillance of Lubeck the city of Stock- 
}iolm was taken ; and although the 60,000 merks agreed to be paid for 
that fervice could not then be paid by Sweden, yet in lieu thereof, fiys 
Pufiendorf, '^they were allowed the foie trade of Sweden, and to pay no 
cufiom there for merchandize imported, &c. ; which benefits were too 
great to be held long ; and thus (^adds that fpirited author Voltaire) tlie 
fate of Sweden depended on a little trading town *. Fowder, in his 
hiflory of the troubles of Swedeland atjd Poland (folio, London, 1656), 
•relates, that this great prince very much improved his people in tillage, 
buildings,,, and fearchiug out the metal mines, and the more *effeduai 
’Working of them by aqueduds and huge engines, &c. He alfo ereded 

^ This affcnion^ like many others of Vokaire*.^ m-as not ftriftly true,' for Luhcck was undoubtedly 

:d tmVm^ , . ' * ^ ^ ^ « 
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workhoufes, &c. for vagrants. Thofe Hanfe towns (fays Werdenhagen. 
their hiftoriographer) at the fame time declared war againft Chriftierii II 
king of Denmark, who had raifed on them the toll in the Sound, and 
obftrudted their commerce; yet, by fo frequently intermeddling in 
the wars between potent princes and ftates, the B^nfe towns- now 
and then fufficiently fmarted, although for the moil part they did not 
give their aid without at leail providing for themfelves an ample equi- 
valent. 

1523 — According to Lord Herbert’s hiflory of King Henry VIII, in 
the attempts of the Englifh and French courts to gain Scotland to their 
intereil, the Englifh miniflers, among other arguments, aflerted, that 
the Englifh were mailers of the feas, and thereby were able to flop and 
interclude all fuccour that could come to them (the Scots) from any 
other place. And as in the repliSations of the partifans of France that 
affertion is not contradicled, the point feems to have been admitted. 

It was now by an Englifh acl of parliament determined (f. xiL), 

‘ That of every L 100 worth of gold to be coined, there fhould be L. 20 
coined into half-angels, of 3/4 each;: and of every L 100 worth of 
filver, L 50 lhall be coined into groats, L20 into half-groats or two- 
penCes, L20 in pence, 10 merks into halfpence, and 5 merks into 
farjhingsf* With refped: to thefe filver farthings, Lord Herbert obferves, 

‘ that though it was doubtlefs for the convenience of the people that 
they fhould have fo much fmall coin, yet being fo very fmall, they 
are all long fince worn out.’ N. B. Here is no mention of fhillings. This 
too was the laft time of coining filver farthings, probably for the faid 
reafon. 

Malynes {Lex Mercatona, 189.] alleges, that it was not yet 100 
years fince one Violet Stephens, and other difcontented fifhmongers, 
went to the town of Enckuyfen in Holland, where they procured the 
inhabitants to fifh for them in the feas of Great Britain. In another 
part of the fame book, he adds, ‘ whereby the fifhing trade is fo increaf- 
‘ ed, that Holland and Zealand have above 2000 bufles or fifhing fliips, 

‘ which ufually make three voyages yearly.’ He had jufl before faid, that 
in the time of King Henry VIJ there was no fifhing trade e|lablifhed in 
the Low Countries. By the fifhing trade here,mentioned by Malynes, 
we are only to underfland their fupplying foreign markets with fifh ; 
fo?, with refped to the Netherlands themfelves, it cannot be doubted 
but that they always fifhed on their own coafls for their own fup pi j, al- 
though England might be before-hand with them in fupplying other na- 
tions. 

1524. — Much about this time (fays Howdl, ji>. 108.), foap began firfl 
to be 'made in. London ; before which time that city was ferved with 
white foap from beyond fea, and with gray foap, fpeckled with white", 
very fvveet and good, fiom Briftol, fold here for a penny the pound, and 
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never above a penny farthing ; alfo black foap for an halfpenny the 
pound. 

By an adl of parliament [14, 15 Hen. Fill, c. 2i], for fettling how 
many apprentices and journeymen (not denizens) fhould be kept by fo- 
reign tradefmen fettled in I^ondon, &c. great powers were given to the 
corporations of handicrafts over the workmanfliip of thofe foreigners, 
there being in thofe times fmiths, joiners, coopers, &c. of foreigners, 
who had feals or ftamps put on their works, after being examined by 
the wardens of thofe corporations both in London and other parts. 

‘ The jurifdidion of the London corporations was by this adt to extend 
to two miles from the city, viz. within the town of Weftminfter, the 
parilhes of St. Martin in the Fields, and of our Lady in the Strand, Sr. 
Clements Danes without Temple-bar, St. Giles in the Fields, St. Andrews 
in Holborn, the town and borough df Southwark, Shoreditch, White- 
chapel parilh, St. John’s ftreet (Clerkenwell), and Clerkenweli parilTi, 
St. Botolph without Aldgate, St. Katherine’s (near the tower of Lon- 
don), and Bermondfey-ftreet.’ This is an authentic view of the feveral 
fuburbs of London in the year 1 524. Neverthelefs, w^e are not tO' ima- 
gine that all tliofe fuburbs were contiguous to each other, or joined, as 
at prefent, to the great contiguity ; for there were then, and long after, 
feveral large breaks or fpaces where no buildings were, not ^uly in rhe 
ftreet (now fo well built) called the Strand, then chiefly taken up with 
the capital dwellings of the nobility, with their large adjoining gardens, 
but likewife a great part of St. Martin’s parifli was ftill literally in the 
fields (as it is flill denominated), and the like may be faid of St. Giles 
in the fields (then ftiled the town of St. Giles), and of the upper part 
of St. Andrews in Holborn ; much of all which, and alfo of Weftmin- 
fter, pierkenweli, Shoreditch, Whitechapel, and Southwark, was literal- 
ly fields, even fo late as the reign of <^een Elifabeth, as appears by a 
map of London aild its fuburbs, publifhed about the year 1560. This 
acl was not to extend to any other handicrafts but joiners, pouchmakers, 
coopers, and blackfmiths. Alfo lords, and ail others having lands and 
tenements of Li CO per annum, were hereby permitted to retain foreign 
joiners and- glaziers in their fervice; which may lead us to conjedture 
that thofe two trades w^re not then fo well improved in England as they 
have fince been. 

By another ad of this year [c. 3.], we find that the manufadures of 
worfteds, fays, and ftamins (pow farther regulated), were greatly increaf- 
ed at Norwich, fince the former laws -made for their regulation in the 
reign of King Edward IV, and had extended themfelvcs to Yarmouth, 
Lynn, and other parts of Norfolk, See. 

Francis I, king of France, fent out Verazzani, a Florentine, with four 
Ihips on difeoveries, three of which he left at the Madeiras, and with the 
foutth. landed otiithecoaft: of Florida 5 whence failing to 50 degrees of 
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north latitude, he gave the land there the name of New France; but 
he returned home without having planted or left any colony there. 
[Purchases Tilgrmes, V, iv, p. i 6 o^.~^Morifoti Orbis maritimus, L. i\, 
^V34.] 

We have now the firfl; ftatute made in England for jnending a parti- 
cular highway. [14, 15 Hen. VIII, c. 6.] There being a certain public 
way in the Wild of Kent, which was ihuch worn out, and alfo not fo 
near and commodious as another in the fame neighbourhood, the lord 
of the manor was impowered, at his own expenfe, to complete the moft 
convenient road, after which he might ftiut up and inclofe the old road 
for his own foie benefit. By another law [26 Hen. VIII, c. 7.], the like 
was done in Suflex. 

Pizarro now failed from Panama, and difcovered the immenfe riches 
of Peru, where he found velTels oftgold and filver, fine palaces, &c. ; the 
Gonqueft of which country was gradually carried on to the vaft emolu- 
ment of the firft conquerors, and the perpetual one of the Spanifh court. 

About thefe times many newarticles of food and drink were brought 
into England, &c. fome of which occafipned the following rhyme ; 

* (f,) Turkeys, (2) carps, (3) hops, (4) piccarel, and (5) beer, 

* j 3 ajne into England all in one year/ 

• * 

Another diftich of our writers, under the year 1546, runs thus : 

* Hops, reformation, bays; and beer, 

* Came into England all in one year/ 

(1) Turkies, or Guinea cocks (as then called by fome, and by others 
Indian fowls), were faid to have been firft brought into England in this 
1 5th year of King Henry VIII, which, though a tender fowl, have fince 
multiplied exceedingly. 

(2) Carp came hither alfo about the fame time, and are now com- 
mon, not only in ponds,’ but in many rivers. Suftex is more efpecially 
famous for the bell. The anonymous author of a work, termed Eng- 
lifh worthies in church and ftate, 8vo, 1 684, fays,' ‘ that Leonard Maf- 
‘ cal, of Plumfted, in Suflex, was the firft who brought over into Eng- 
‘ l|nd, from beyond fea, carps and pippins, about the year 1514.’ 

(3) The ufe of hops in malt liquor came from Artois, which fome 

fay (though untruly) firft gave that liquor the name of (5) beer, as 
diftinguifhed from the ancient and fofter malt-liquor called ale: Yet it is 
certain, that beer, as a malt-liquor, was known and ufed by that name 
very Iqng before. * > 

(4) Piccarel, not very intelligible ; fince we can find no other mean-, 
ing of the word but that of young pike, which it is faid was always an 
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Englifh pond-fifli: This therefore is probably a miHake in the tran- 
fcribers *. 

Sundry other kinds of fruits and plants were firft cultivated in Eng- 
land about rhis time; fuch as apricots and mufk-melons, though others 
uiake both thefe. to have come much later, viz, the former in tlie year 
[578, and the melon-feeds not till the time of King James I, from Italy- 
fhe large fine pale goofberry came hither alfo from Flanders about this 
imc, with falads, garden-roots, cabbages, &c. as elfewhere noted. [.&/■ 
he prefent Jlate of Englmid^ part in, anno 1683, />. 258.] 

1525 Seballian Cabot, formerly employed by King Henry Vli of 

mgland, and now employed in Spain as chief pilot, inftead of going to 
he Moluccos, as firft defigned, failed a great way up the vaft river De 
a Plata, and found the country of Paraguay fo inviting that he built 
everal forts in it ; and foon after thaf country was planted by Spain. 

The Hanfe towns were ftill fo powerful that Frederick I king of 
)enmark v.as induced to defire an union with them, being herein fc- 
onded by the great-mafter of Pruffia. 

And if PufFendorf’s hlftory of Sw'eden is to be relied on, even the 
.ubeckers alone fancied themfelves fo far mafters of the northern king- 
oms, that they had already fold Denmark to Henry Vlll king of Kng- 
^d,who hud acluully advanced to them 20,000 crovfhs on this. accoimt ; 
It it feems he wifely put off the payment of the remainder, till they 
ibuld fulfill their engagement. 

Moreover, KingGuftavusErickfon of Sweden, about tliis time agreed 
Ith Frederick I of Denmark, to refer their differences about tlie illand 
f Gothland and the province of Blekinga, &c. to tlie fix following 
|(iife towns, viz. Lubeck, Hamburgh, Dantzick, Roftock, Wifniar, and 
iburg ; between whiclt towns and thofe two kings an alliance was 
againft the expelled King Chriftiern II, who claimed all the three 
Ittheru crowns ; ‘by winch alliance a final period was ])ut to the uuit)n 
iithofe three kingdoms ; which the Swedes alleged had ever been pre- 
dial to litem, bur beneficial to the Danes, wlio, whilft they com- 
' ‘ sd in Sweden, lived like opulent lords, whereas the native Swedes 
flaves^and beggars. 

l|i(|t|tough the following treatife of geography was not perhaps the firft 
one of the kind, fince the revival of lean, ring, yet it is doiibt- 
ft. a very old one : It is a Latin work, in folio, printed at Strafburg, 

* intitled,. ‘ Claudii Ptplomaei- geographicas enarrationis Ebri oc- 
!, te Bilibaldo Pirckeymhero interprete. Annotationes Joannis de Re- 
i lomonie in errores commiffos a Jacobo Angelo, in tranflatione fua.’ 
iitfer l^colemy’s maps, tables, &c. this author gives us a new^fet of 


pikcf aa ke agetli, diverfe 

‘ ' as'From a Jrle to n,-gikhd 5 from a glU 





zj4:h s from a Jads 


‘ to a pickrdls from a ptderel! to zfde; and lidt 
* of ail to a luced Dija'ipihp. r.j' 

kndf f* ^ 44*3 M* 




A. D. 1525. 65 

iSiaps of his owfi compofing, on wooden plates, according to the new 
difcoveries. 

I. It appears, that by means of the Portuguefe difcoveries, the charts 
of the coafts of Africa, Arabia, Perfia, and India, are pretty well deli- 
neated. . 

^ 2. With refpedl to China, to which the Portuguete had not as yet * 

given that more modern name, and which he, after the old authors of 
the 13th century, lliles Cathay, almoll all that he feemed to know of it 
is, that it was to be failed to from India. 

3. He calls America, ‘ Terra nova inventa per Chriftophorum Co- 
‘ lumbum,’ i. e. the new land found out by Columbus ; which feems to 
be all that he knew of it. But, 

4. His map or chart of what he calls the Mare Congelatum, together 
with the countries of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, is miferably er- 
i*oneous, as is alfo that of the Baltic fea. And between Greenland and 
Norway-Lapland, inftead of an open fea he makes a great bay, which 
terminates at a fabulous ridge of mountains, like thofe of Ptolemy, &c. 

5. In one of his maps, he makes England and Scotland two different , 
ides, and in another but one ifle, though extremely erroneous in figure, 

&c. The like of other parts of the world. This is enough to fliow the 
infant ffa&e *Df cofrnographical knowlege in that age. 

About this time, King Henry at a great expenfe eredted the pier of 
Dover. Being afterw'ard decayed, it was repaired by Queen Elizabeth ; 
and both it and the harbour have fince at many different periods been, . ^ 
with very great charge, repaired and enlarged. ■ Dover was anciently a ; 
flouriiliing town, and had feven parifh churches, fince reduced to two ; 
partly occafioned by the lofs of Calais, and partly by the fupprellion of 
pilgrimages and monafteries ; (which is alfo the cafe of the anciently fa- 
mous city of Canterbury) partly alfo by the decay of its harbour : Yet 
Dover has fince in fome meafure recovered its former profperity; and its 
harbour is one of the beft dry harbours of England. 

No difcovery of any confequence had been made from England fince 
Cabot’s voyage to the coafts of America., King Henry now fent out 
tv/o {hips towards the fame coafts, one of which was call away in the 
gulf of St. Laurence, and the other returned home the fame year with- 
out any material difcovery. Some place this attempt in the year 1527. 

Hakluyt, T. iii, p. 129.) This vr.yage is probably that which Ro- 
bert Thorn put King Henry upon, for a north-weft paffage to the Mo- 
liiccos. , 


1526 -In this year the famous treaty of Madrid was made between 

the Emperor Charles y, and King Francis I ef France, then his prifoner. 
Whaf relates to commerce is in fubftance, 

J) That only the antient cuftoms and duties on merchandize ftioald 
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be paid, annulling the new impofts laid on within twenty years paft on 
either fide, and particularly thofe on wines and fait. 

II) That notwithftanding the late prohibitions of the kings of France, 
the woollen cloths made in Catalonia, Rouffillon, Sardinia, and the other 
territories of the crown of Arragon, and alfo all other cloths and nier- 
.chandize belonging to the fubjedls of that crown, might be carried by 
land or water through tlie dominions of France, in order to avoid the 
many dangers of a long navigation, paying no other than the ancient 
impofts eftablilhed twenty years before, but not to be fold in France. 
On the other hand, the cloths of France might be freely fold in the em- 
peror’s dominions. [Fcedera, V. xiv, pp. 309, 322.] 

This is one of many proofs that the Spaniards manufiidured their 
excellent wool into cloth before the national induftry was poifoned by 
the influx of gold and fil^'er from America. 

It appears from Hakluyt {V. ii, p. 3.] That now, and for fome time 
before, fome merchants of Briftol traded, by means of the ftiips of St. 
Lucar in Spain, to the Canary iflands, fending thither cloth, foap, &c. 
and returning with dying drugs, fugar, and kid fkins ; and that they 
alfo fent thither their fa(ftors from Spain. 

Hakluyt obferves, that the Spaniards firft planted vines and fugar- 
canes in the Canaries, as the Portuguefe alfo did in Madeira-; -but it Js 
to be prefuraed that they had not as yet got wine enough for' exporta- 
tion at thofe iflands. He adds, that at Palma, one of the Canaries, he 
was well informed they had twelve fugar-houfes, called ingenios (as the 
Spaniards ftill call them), in which they made great quantities of good 
fugar. • . 

1527 — Tn a treaty between King Henry and Francis I. king of 
France, the latter obliges himfeif to pay Henry a perpetual annuity of 
50, coo crowns, and alfo as much fait annually as fliould amount to 
1 5, coo crowns more, to be delivered at Bruage in Saintoigne, free of 
all charges or exactions, on board the veflels fent by King Henry to re- 
ceive it. [i'Wrm, V, xiv, p. 218.] 

To the performance of this treaty, agreeable to the ufage of thofe 
times, man]^ great lords and the principal cities of both countries were 
bound. The Englifli cities mentioned are, London, York, Canterbury, 
Norwich, Coventry, Winchefter, Exeter, Salilhury, Lincoln, Welles,. 
Hereford, Cbichelter, and Chefter. 

B'raimis had great need of _^Henry’s friendlhip againft the ambitious 
fchemes bf the Emperor ^harles V. He was therefore extremely liber- 
al of his promifes to Henry, more efpecially as the latter was at this 
time making large monthly* payments for fiipporting the war in Italy 
againft the emperor. 

' One Simon Filh of Gray’s-Inn, in his treat ife called a fupplicarion 
of the beggars to thp king, reprefents the number of lepers and poor 
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to be fo mucli increafed, that all the alms of the realm were not fiiffi- 
cient to relieve them ; occafioned (fays he) by counterfeit holy beg- 
gars, who have got into their hands more than a third part of the 
realm ; the goodlielT: lordfliips and manors aretheir’s, befides the tithes, 
oblations, mortuaries, &c. But his computations in j)olitical arithme- 
tic are extremely erroneous ; for inftance, he fays, there are 52 ,000* 
parifhes in England, and 10 houfeholds to each pariih, in all 520,000 
houfeholds : That every one of the five orders of friars received a pen- 
ny a quarter, and 2od yearly from each houfehold ; fo that thofe friars, 
though not the four-hundredth perfon of the realm, had half its 
profits. 

It was even long after this time a queftion whether the precife num- 
ber of the pariflies of England was known. 

Their number in King Edwai^ I’s valuation (as per MS. copy in the 
Bodleian library), was about 8900, without including chapels, many of 
which have fince been eredted into parifhes. 

According to the valuation in the king’s books in King Henry VIII’s 
time, the number of parifhes was confiderably above 9000. 

Yet even in our own days, it is difputable whether there be quite 
10,000 parifhes in England and Wales. If then the number of parifhes 
remains, ftill uncertain it cannot be wondered at that the number of 

^ It is probable that the number of parifhes in fhires ; and he, except in a few inft-ances, expreffes 
the year 1527 was nearly the fame as in 1520, no doubt of its accuracy. As it appears to have 
when an enumeration of thofe in every {hire was efcaped our author’s refearch, it may not be un- 
made by the diredion of Cardinal Wolfey, which acceptable even to thofe readers who poffefs the 
is fubjoined by Camden to his deferiptions of the Brtfannia, to fee colIe6:ed in one view 

CAMDEN’S ENUMERATION OF THE PARISHES IN ENGE A NB AND WALES, 

FJIOM CARDINAL WOLSEy’s BOOK. 


Paryhes in England. 


Cornwall, 

i6r 

Effex, V 

4^5 

Devon, • 

394 

Suffolk, 

. 575 

Dorfet, - r 

248 

Norfolk, about 

660 

Somerfet, 

385 

Cambridge, - « ^ 

163 

Wilts, 

304 

Huntingdon, 

78 

Hants, 

253 

Northampton J 

326 

Berks, - - 

140 

Leicefter, 

200 

Surry, - - 

140 

Rutland, 

48 

SulTex, 

312 

(or 47, cd. i6go.) 


Kent, 

39 ^ 

Lincoln, about 

630 

Glocefter, - - 

"*280 

Nottingham, 

168 

Oxford, 

280 

Derby, 

106 

Buckingham, 

0 S 

Warwic!^ 

■ ^ 5 ^- 

^ Bedford, - ' 

.116 

Worcefter, 


Hertford, - * 

120 

Stafford, 

J30 

Middlcfex, in the country, about 

73 

Salop, about * 

170 

London and the fuburbs, « 

221 

Cheilcr, about »• 

68 
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tlie people is not exactly known. Accordingly, we find many various, • „ ' 

and Tome not a little extravagant, computations on this fubjecl:. Bur, " ' - 

without paying any attention to fuch guefles, it may be fufEcient to ob- / f. 

ferve, that from many various reafonings, there may probably be above / ^ 

7,000,000 of fouls in England at this time. Lord Chief-juflice Hale, 

»in his Primitive origination of mankinjd, written above 90 years ago, ^ 

makes them to be at leaf: 6,000,000, and fubjoins, ‘ That nothing can 
‘ be dearer than the gradual increafe of mankind, to be feen by the 
' curious obfervations on the bills of mortality.’ He alfa makes an ela- 
borate . comparifon between the number of people in Gloceflerfiiire 
(with which county he was well acquainted), in the time of making 
Domefday-book and in his own time; and he thinks them at leait 
twenty times as many as they were at that time, by reafon of the vafl 


Hereford, - ' 176 Durham aiBl Noitlui:mberIaiKl, iiB' 

Moiinioutlij. . .* ' - I2j Lancaller, or»ly \ 36' 

York, - , - '459 Weflmortland, . 26 

Richmonfi, - - 104 Cumberland, ^ - 58 

' Befides great cliapcis, 563 

Parillies in al! England, about 


PimJIja h 


'Radnor, 

.. ' - ' 52 

Ilreckiiock, 

■' .> 6i 

Olarnorgan, 

* 1 1 '8 

Carmartlitni, 

' ' 87' 

Peiibroke, 

A, 145 

CJardigau, 

• 64 


Total in England 


From a glance of this tr4fde h Is evident that 
the number of parifhca affords no juft Ifautlard for 
an elHmate of the population 5 for by fuch a 
ftandard Hertford rnidt have contninctl aiure peo- 
ple tluiii Darimm and Northumberland together, 
Suffolk more tliari York, and the fmall pailoral 
Ihirc of Rutland ifore than Lancafter, which even 
in Wo!fcy*8 time had fomc maimfatlurcs and com- 
merce. 

It Is proper to obferve, that Camden [Milan-- 
nkf 117, ai 1607] 94<^7 

number of pariihcs in Vv^olfey^s catalogue. He at 
the fame lime gives another enumeratiorr of the 
parifhes in England and Wales, as divided into 
diocefes, amounting to 9284, taken from a cata- 
logue prefented to King James I ; and.^ie offers 
fome conjedkurcs to reconcile tlie different num- 
bers. 

^The difference between the total .in this, tabic 


Waki^:. 


Montgomery, 

.. 

4 ; 

Merioneth," "■ 


n 

Carnarvon, 


m 

Angle fey, 


74 

Denbigh, 

- 

5? 

Flint, 


,28 


Parilh'es in Wales, ■ — 838 

and Wales, according to, Camden^ • 9999 


and 9407, the' total as given by Camden, k per- 
Imps owing to fonic error in the print ;u;j ; far ail 
the numbers are in figures. The table ’is collated 
with two editions, vh. that of r6oo in qnErtOs 
and that of 1697 in folio, the lafl and bfft ; and 
the only variations are in Rutland, as above noted, 
and the total o mi ITi 011 in the tnlition of 1600 of tlie 
parifhes in London and its fuburbs, m J^Ionnioutli, 
and in all Wales. 

The Mia^na JSrkamm publilhed in 1720 f /Yri, 

2i 6J reckons 191 parities in Buckiiigham’fhirt. 
Stow [Jnmks^ p, 1 1 1 : 2 , cil i6co] reckons 119 
parifhes in London and the fuburbs- in the vear- 
156^. 

1 lie enumeration of parillics made in the yr« 
1371, for the purpofe of a parochial taxation, 
differs wi^lely from the above, and the total num- 
ber is only 8600. [Siow^s Jnmks^ /. 424, ek 

1600.2 
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inereafe of the people in the towns and villages then in being, as well 
as of the great number of towns, villages, See. now exifling, which are 
not named in that famous book; Yet though this may poffibly be 
true of Glocefterfhire, the like proportion cannot poffibly be fuppofed 
to hold in other counties ; and it may even he well if, the number of 
^people at the Nornlan conqueft (fuppofed to be 2,000,000) be at this 
time increafed, in feven centuries, to much more than three and a-half 
times that number, or feven, or perhaps nearly to eight, millions. 

Lord Herbert fays, that the Emperor Charles V propofed to King 
Henry a treaty for felling to him his claim to the Molucco or fpice 
iflands, perhaps merely with a view of drawing him over from the fide 
of France, fince we hear nothing farther of it afterwards ; and we have 
elfewhere noted, that he refigned all his pretenfions to' thofe iiles for 
350,000 ducats, borrowed of the'erown of Portugal, his own title to 
them not being juftly fupportable. 

Narvaez failed from Spain with five fhips and 400 men, for the con- 
quefi; of Florida, being the firft attempt of the Spaniards to fettle in 
North America. Bat finding no gold and much hardfhip, with the lofs 
of fhips and men, the remainder got from the North Sea to New Spain-; 
after living among the Indians nine years, and travelling 200 leagues ; 
and at leqgth only three of them returned alive to Spain. 

1528. — -In a prolongation of a -truce for eight months between the- 
Emperor, 'France, and England, the mutual freedom of fifhing on the 
feaswas ftipulated, and alfo that the commerce between England and the 
Netherlands fitould be abfolutely free and undiflurbed for this and all 
fubfequent continuations of the truce ; and moreover, the freedom of 
commerce was extended to the Mediterranean fea, as well as to the feas 
furrounding the Brkifh iflands-. ■ 

At this time, in the wars of Italy between the emperor and the king 
of France, the Imperialifts, commanded by Andrea Doria, took Genoa 
from the French ; and by an agreement with the emperor, Doria, to 
his immortal honour, reftored his native country of Genoa to that li- 
berty and form of government which it has enjoyed to the prefent time; 
inftead of imitating the Medici family at Florence, as he might eafily 
have done. 

A war being likely to break out between England and the emperor 
(I^ng Henry having at this time entered into engagements with 
France), Lord Herbert thereupon remarks^ that our merchants, v/ho 
ufed not then the trade to the many northern and remote countries 
they now frequent, forefeeing the confequence of thofe wars, refufed 
to bu^ the cloths that were brought to Blackwel 1 -hall in London;, 
whereupon the clothiers, fpinners, and carders in many {hires of Eng^- 
land began to mutiny ; for appeafing whereof, the cardinai-minifter.' 


commanded the merchants to take off thofe cloths at a reafonable price 
from the poor mens hands, threatening otherwife that the king himfelf 
fhould buy them, and fell them to ftrangers; but the fullen merchants, 
little moved herewith, faid they had no realon to buy commodities they 
knew not how to vend : Therefor, whatfoever vras propofed for ftaples 
at Calais or at Abbeville (the Englifh fiaple being then at Antwerp)^' 
the 'merchants did not, or at lead would not underfland it. But this 
difcontentment did equally extend to the inhabitants of the Low 
Countries, and efpecially to thofe of Antwerp, where the chief mart 
was. ■ 

This matter, however, blew over for that time ; yet this relation 
plainly fliow's that the commerce to the Netherlands was the moll im- 
portant tliat England then poflefled. 

1529 — Cortes, tiie viceroy of Mexico, having fent Saavedra with three 
fliips from New Spain, to lind a palTage that w’ay to the Molucco or Spice 
ifles, one of them got fafe thither, and returned the fame way back to 
Panama this year with the fpices of thofe iflands. This voyage paved 
the way to the conqueft of the Philippine ifles in the Eaft-Indian feas 
by the Spaniards, who ftill poflels them. 

— It may not be here improper to take notice of an z€t{ 2 i Hen, 
Fin, c. 12.] for the regulation of rope-making in the townof Bridport 
(therein named Burpon) in Dorfetfhire. It fets forth, ‘ That whereas 
‘ the people of that town have, out of time that no man’s mind is to 

* the contrary, ufed to make the moft part of ail the great cables, hawf- 
‘ ers, ropes, and all other tackling, as well for your royal (hips and 
‘ navy, as for the moft part of all other fliips within this realm, by reafon 

* whereof your faid town was right well maintained,’ &c Then comes 

the grievance, viz. ‘ That the people of the adjacent parts to this town 
‘ have fet up rope-making, and make flight goods, whereby the pricesof the 
‘ faid cables, &c. are greatly enhanced * ; and your faid town or borough, 

‘ by means whereof, is like utterly to be decayed f.’ For remedy where- 
of, it was enaded, that all hemp growing within five miles of Bridport 
ihould be fold no where but in that town ; and no perfons but fuch as 
dwell in the faid town ftiould make out of the faid town any cables, 
hawfers, 8cc. made of hemp, in any other place or places within the dif- 
tance of five miles from the faid town. 

znd other companks of ■ Loodosi fome other 
towns. ' They Ihow how very little the plaineft 
prineiplea of trade 'were known or attended to by 
the legMature ia thofe 

f Thk-was probably very true i; ""and it:,, was the 
fokgrouad .of the applkatbn teparMiiiiciit. 


^ A moil glarin|*: falfebood. Nothing is dearer 
4hafi that the multitude of workmen nr.ift effed: a 
competition for cbeapncfi, as well as goodnefs of 
,ihc commodity, greatly to the advantage of the 
piirdmfcrs, Such abfurd allega lions in favour of 
monopoly frequently occur in old afis of parlia- 
.meni, , procured by the pewterers^ ciothwprker% 
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I'he law is but too evident a confiritiation of what we have elfewhere 
remarked, that the preambles to many adis of pariiarnent, and alfo vei'y 
oirten the reafons affigned for particular claufes, are by no means to be 
relied on, in point of jufb and true reafoning. 

In this fame year, the city of London obtained a degree of the ftar- 
^hamber, wherein it is reprefented, ‘ I) That the realm is over-run with 
' foreign manufactures. 11 ) That foreigners export bacon, cheefe, pow— 

* dered beef, mutton, &g. whereby great portions of corn, victual, &c. 

‘ grown and bred within the realm, are confumed.’ Thefe are fuch 
grievous accufations as would generally be deemed bleffings in our days. 

‘ Thus,’, fays a reverend and learned modern writer (Dr.. Tucker), to 
whom we are indebted for this decree, * did the monopolizing focieties, 

‘ in thofe infant days of commerce, impofe on the legiflature, not then 
‘ judges of commerce. And by Tuch means, foreigners being greatly 
‘ liifcouraged, withdrew from us, and with them many of our own ma- 
‘ nufaCtures ; infomuch that our woollen manufactures very much de- 
‘ dined, and foreign cloth was fold cheaper than our owm, by means of 
‘ thofe monopolizing laws ; the nation grew thinner of people, and pro- 
‘ vifions not felling fo well, the gentlemen turned much land inter iheep- 

* walks, for fupplying the Netherlands with wool.’ 

Ip an aClr»f parliament of this fame year [c. 13.] intitled, ‘ Spiritual 
perfons abridged from having pluralities of livings, and from taking: 
‘ of ferms, &c.’ there is the following claufe : ‘ And be it enaCted, that 
‘ if any perfon, having one benefice with cure of foul, being of the 
' yearly value of eight pounds or above, accept and take any other, with 
‘ cure of foul,' — ^that then, and immediately after fuch pofieffion had 
thereof, the firft benefice fhah be j.udged in the law to be void. And- 

* it fhall be lawful to every pgtron, having the advowfon thereof, to- 
preferit another ; and the prefentee to have the benefit of the fame,, 

‘ in fuch manner and form as though the. incumbeiit had died or. re— 
' figned.’ 

In this year, Dionyfius- Harris, of London, merchant, was appointed 
by King Henry Vlli to be conful of the Englifh merchants at Candia. 
during life. He was the firft Englilhman who was appointed conful in 
thole remote parts, where the Englifh commerce^heing but fmall as yet,, 
our own merchants might not be well enough acquainted with the cuf- 
toifis, language, &g.. for that office. The year following, the king ap- 
pointed a foreigner to be conful at Scio, or Chios, and parts adjacent in 
the Archipelago, during the king ’4 pleafure only ; whereas till now, all 
foreign conibls had been eonflituted fuch during life. [Fcedera, V. siv, 
fp. 38^, 424.] ~ ■ 

ft was about this time,, according to Paulo'Paruta’s hiftory of Venice, 
\L. ^VL,part I.] that the Turkifh fultan, Solymanll, is faid to, have been 
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fifft inftruSed, by liis famous admiral Barbarofla, to manage a navy ; 
the TurkilTi empeVors having till now applied themfelves principally to 
the increafe of their power by land armies only. It was by this famous 
■ fea-commander’s advice that the Turks firll manned their galleys with 
flaves, inftead of raw and unexperienced men. By fuch regulations did 
Bafbarolla greatly increafe the ilrength of the Turkifh navy, which^ 
from that time became much more terrible to Chriftendom than be- 
fore ; as the Venetians, and alfo the Genoefe, foon and fadly expe- 
rienced, by the lofs of moft of their iflands and ports in the Levant feas. 

About this time, according to Hakluyt, Captain William Hawkins of 
Plymouth made a voyage to Guinea, and traded there for elephants 
teeth, See. and thence failed to Brafil, where he alfo traded. In thofe 
days the Europeans had not confined the commerce of their American 
colonies fo entirely to themfelves as tef exclude the approach of all other 
nations thither. Captain Hawkins traded to Brafil again in the year 

1532*. ' ■ 

1531. — Several hiftorians tell us, that in the year 1531, a terrible 
earthquake happened at the city of Lifbon, which lafted night days, and 
overthrew 1500 houfes and many churches. 

The fame year the new canal from Brufiels to Antwerp was begun, 
but not completed till the year 1560. ^ . 

The citizens of Antwerp, being now in great profperity, thV fruits of 
an immenfe commerce, built their famous bourfe, or exchange f, the 
noblefl of that age in Europe, for the daily refort of merchants of all 
nations. Upon the front of that edifice, according to Louis Guicciardin, 
in his hiftory of the Netherlands, there was placed the following in- 
feription : »» 

, S. P. Q.A. ' 

In XJJim l^egotidtorum cujufeunque Nationis ac Lingua, Urbifqtie adeo fua Or- 
namentiim, Anno mdxxxi, a Solo extrui curaverunt :J:. 


Hawkinses fhi*p was remarked as ejcccedingly 
argCj being of 250 tons burthen. Hakluyl'^s voya- 
ges y V. xii, /?. ']O 0 * M* 
f Guicciardin gives the followirig account of 
he origin of M'le ' name of bourfe, given to fuch 
difices in fundry cities of Earu|5e. 

There was, it feems, before this time a co';"mo- 
loafly fitcated fqnare in the middle of tlie city of 
hruges, in wijich ilood a large antient building, 
hich had been eredled by the noble family of L-a 
murfc (which fignihes purfe in French Flem- , 
b), whofe coat-of-arms on ns walls was three 
urfes.. The merchants of Bruges made this old 
oufe the place of tlieir daily aiTe^'iblies ; and 
hen aherward they went to tiie fairs of Antwerp 
id Mons, they called the placCG they found there 
>r the merchants aflembling by tlie fame name of 
, bourfe j whereby at length that namc-aloiie ob- 


tained, The French merchants alfo carried the 
name to the fame kind of places at Rouen, and 
even as far as Tholoufe : Yet, fays he, C^een 
Elizabeth of England (in whofe reign he wrote), 
upon viewing the newly-eredled magnificent bourfe 
of London, would have it called the royal ex- 
change, though foreigners there ilill call it the 
bourle-royale, lie tells us alfo, that in Anty^erp 
there is a handfomc edifice, called the Englifh 
bourfe, built in the year 1550, for the acconimo* 
dation of Engiifh merchants ^ and another noble 
bt>urfe or flrutfure for the German merchants of 
the Hanfe. 

J In Englifli ; Tlie fenate and people of Ant- 
werp ereded this flrndure for the accon^ioclation 
of merchants of all nations and languages, and for 
au ornament to their city,..anno 1531. 
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Lord Herbert relates, that King Henry VIII, being informed that Ita- 
lian and other foreign merchants brought commodities into England, 
which they fold well, and then returned the money home by exchange, 
to the exhaufling of the wealth of his realm, and diminution of his cuf- 
toms, now ifliied a proclamation, (purfuant to a ilatute of King Richard 
III) that the money they received here for their wares fhould not be 
exchanged to other countries, but laid out in the commodities of his 
realm, which, as long as it was obferved, proved a great benefit to both 
king and fubje( 3 :. This might poflibly be true in thofe days, and is one 
proof of the frnallnefs of commerce, compared to what it is in our 
time, when fuch unreafonable reftraints would create infinite diforders, 
if not a total flagnation of trade. It alfo fhows how little that king’s 
advifers underfiood the true nature of commerce and the intereft of 
the kingdom. 

. Beggars, and the other neceflltous poor of England, had as yet no 
other relief than an act of parliament [22 Hen. Hill, c. 12.] whereby the 
juftices of every county were empowered to ' grant licences to poor, 
aged, and impotent perfons, to beg within a certain precinct ; and fuch 
as fhould beg beyond their precinct, were either to be whipped, or fet 
in the flocks three days and three nights, and fed on bread and water. 
Begging vagabonds were alfo to be whipped.. 

Charles V publifhed an edidt in his Netherland provinces much to 
the fame effedt-; wdierein he juftly remarks, that the trade of begging 
fixes people in idlenefs, and leads them into bad courfes of life ; none 
therefor, except mendicant friars and pilgrims, and people reduced by 
calamities, are allowed to beg, under pain of imprifonment, whipping,, 
&c. The poor refiding in the provinces one whole year, were to re- 
main where they were fettled, and fhare in the alms ordered for them 
and a common pUrfe was to be eflabhflied at all poor-houfes, hofpitals, 
brotherhoods, &c. where alms were ufually given, pooi;-boxes in churches; 
and once or twice in every week magiftrates were to colled: alms in. 
churches and at private houfes for the poor. Idle and roguifh livers were 
to be compelled to work. Poor women in childbed, and alfo orphans 
and foundlings, to be taken care of, and the latter put to fchdols, and 
taught on Sundays and holidays the pater nofler,. creed, ant^ ten com- 
mandments, and put to trades and fervices. But fince thofe times-, the 
r^tch have fo greatly improved in their provifions for the helplefs poor,, 
and methods of compelling the idle to labour, that they have become a 
pattern for all other nations.. 

1532. — James V,,king of Scotland, inflituted a newcollege of juftice, 
commonly called the lords of council and;_^ feffion, formed upon the 
model of the parliament of Paris. It confilted, and flill confifls, of a. 
lord prefidenc, and. fourteen, other lords,, commonly called the fifteen. 
Vox. IL K 
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lor.'s of feOjon, but more properly the feuators of the college of 

juillce. ^ \ ^ - ; 

icing Renry having entered into a ftricler alliance with the king of 
F’-ance againft the Emperor, the maritime force of each party was ap- / 
pointed to confift of a fquadron of Ihips, (not mentioning their num- 
her tonnage, or force), havng 1500 foidiers in it, with artillery, &c. 
which iquadron, when demanded by either party, was to cruife between 
Ufhant and the Downs for fix months in the year, for the defence of 
both coafts of England and France from the attempts of the emperor. 

If the emperor fhould at any time feize on the Englifh merchants and 
their effedts in the Netherlands, Francis obliged himfelf to feize on the 
effeds of the Netherlanders in France for fatisfadion. On the other fide, 

Henry ftipulated to do the like in England in behalf of the French 
merchants, in cafe their effeds flioul4 be feized in the Netherlands. 

In an ad [23. Hen. Hill, c. 8.] for mending the havens of Plymouth, 
Dartmouth, and Teingmouth in Devonlhire, and of Falmouth and Fowey 
in Cornwall, it is aflerted that thofe ports were in former times 
efteemed the principal and moil commodious havens of England, until 
they were choked up by the gravel, fand, rubble, &c. of certain works 
af tin in thofe counties, called ftream works and that (hips of 800 
:ons burden have formerly come eafily into them at low water, where- 
Dy a great multitude of fhips, as well foreign as Englifh, have been pre-r 
erved and faved ; whereas now a fhip of 1 00 tons could fcarcely enter 
hem at half flood. 

1533. — Beef, pork, mutton, and veal,were direded by ad of parliament 
24 Hen. VIII, c, 3.] to be fold by v;cight ; no perfon to take above one 
lalfpenny a pound for beef or pork, nor above three farthings for mut- 
on and veal. The number of butchers then in London and its fub- 
,rbs was reckoned to be one hundred and twenty, each of whom kill- 
d nine oxen weekly, which, in forty-fix weeks, (none being then killed 
1 Lent) amounts to 33,120 oxen yearly. [Stew’s Survey of London, 

, 356, i6i8.] Lord Herbert obferves that this law was afterward 

iftly repealed, in confideration that unfeafonable years did not permit 
uy certain rule fpr the prices pf flefh meat, which were afterwards fix- 
I occafionally by a committee of the privy-conncil. 

By another ftatute [©. 11.] the ftreet-way between Charing-crofs and 
:rand-crofs, (i. e. near where 'Somerfet-houfe -now is fituated) in |:he 
iburbs of London, was direded to be fufficiently paved and maintam- 
i at the charge of the owners of the lands adjoining. This fhows that 
te Strand was not as yet built' iiito a tontinued ftreet. 

Another flatute of this year fc. 4.] direded, that for every fixty acres 
' land fit for tillage, one rood Ihould be fpwn with flax-feed . or hemp- 
ed. And by the 5 th of Queen Elizabeths [c. 5.] that queen had power, 
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by bei' proclamation, to revive this law in fuch counties as £he fhould 
judge proper, ‘ for the better provifion of nets for help and furtherance 
‘ of fiihing, and for efchewing of idlenefs;’ but no mention of a linen 
manufadture is therein made. 

The tree, or fhrub, bearing currants, or grapes of Corinth, is by fome 
authors faid to have been brought from the iflSnd of Zant, and planted 
in England about this time. This delicious fruit or grape has long ago 
become fo plentiful every where throughout Britain and Ireland, that it. 
would be difficult to convince fome people that currants were not ori- 
ginal natives here ; 'which is alfo the cafe of many other fruits, plants, 
roots, and flowers. Dr. Heylin, in his Cofmography, obferves, that the 
people of Zant were very poor when the Englifh began to purchafe 
their currants, and wondered to what end they annually brought away 
fuch quantities, afking them, whether they ufed their currants to dye 
c*lotbs, or to fatten their hogs ? He adds, ‘ that our trade thither has 
‘ enriched thofe iflanders.’ 

The Lubeckers, who had been ferviceable to Guftavus Erickfon king 
of Sweden, demanded of him the foie right of trading on his northern 
fea-coafls ; but this being judged unreafonable, they thereupon demand- 
ed immediate payment of what he owed them j and alfo joining with 
the refug^ of the expelled King Chfiftiern’s party, they propofed to 
themfelves (fays Puffendorf) no lefs than the conqueft of the northern 


kingdoms. 

Concerning this King Guftavus I, Voltaire obferves, ‘ that he was 
‘ the fir ft of the Swedifti kings who made foreign nations fenfible of 
‘ the weight which Sweden might have in the aMirs of Europe, at a 
‘ time when European policy was putting on a new face, and when firft 
‘ the notion was ftarted of a balance of power. Sweden’ (continues 
this author) ‘ had as yet no regular commerce nor manufadures ; and 
‘ the ufeful inventions were unknown there. Itwas'this King Guftavus 
‘ who firfi; drew the Swedes out of obfcurity, and likewife ftiraulated. 
‘ the Danes by his example ’ 

1534 — Jacques Cartier failed from France with one fhip, to fearch 
for a north-weft paflage to the Eaft-Indies : but after failing up the bay 
of St. Laurence as far as the ifle of Aflumption, he returned honje in 
the fame year. The next year he failed up the great river of St. Lau- 
i€nce, (or Canada) with three (hips, as far as Montreal, 200 leagues from 
its entrance, and wintered there among the natives ; fome of whom, 
with their king, he invited onboard his flnp, on pretence of an enter-' 
tainment, and carried them home to S.t..M aloes (where their king died 
four years after), in hope thereby to gain a^perfed knowledge of their 
^ country, and of the hoped^or paflage to India : But the natives were 
fo enraged at his treachery, tha^. they could not, in many years after, .be 
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brought to permit the French to trade thither. On Cartier’s return, in 
the year 1536, he found many French {hips fifhing on the banks of 
Newfoundland, which ftnws how early the French fell into that iifhery. 

Cartier made no fetclement in Canada, only he eredted a crofs there, 
with the arms of his kin.;, called the country la Nouvelle France : 
yet a village there ha-’ pfefervtd ais came to this day ^ \ 

By an aft of parliament [25 Ben. Vlll, c. 8.J, the ftreet between 
Holbourn-bridge a- d Holboum-bars at the weft end thereof, was di- 
reded to be paved with ftoue (2. e. we naay ftippofe from bt. Andrew’s 
church weftward, the other part down to the bridge being already pav- 
ed.) The ftreets of Southwark were hereby alfo direded to be paved ; 
and every per fon was ordered to maintain the pavement before his own 
ground, or forfeit to the king fixpence for every yard fquare. 

An ad of parliament [25 Hen. Vlli^ c. 13.] reprefents the prad;ice of 
engrofllng farms, and diverting land from tillage to the fupport of vaft 
numbers of flieep, as an evil lately fprung up ; ‘ whereby they have not 
’ only pulled down churches and towns f, and enhanced the oldTates of 
rents, or elfe brought them to fuch excelEve fines, that ho poor man 
is able to meddle with them ; but alfo have enhanced the prices of all 
manner of corn, cattle, wool, pigs, geefe, hens, chickens, eggs, &c. ; 
by reafon whereof a marvellous multitude of people be^ot able to 
provide meat, clothes, &c. for themfelves and families. One of the 
greateft occafions why thofe greedy and covetous' people do keep fuch 
great quantities of lands in their hands, from the occupying of the 
poor hufbandman, and do ufe it in pafture and not in tillage, is only 
the great profit that coraeth of fheep, now got into few perfons hands, 
in refped of the whole number of the king’s fubjeds, that fome have 
24,000, fome 20,009, fome 10,000 to 5000 Iheep ; whereby a good 
fheep, that ufed to be fold for ^4, or 3/ at moft, is now fold for 
or 5/, or 4/" at kaft ; and a ftone of wool, which ufed to be fold for 
1/6, or 1/8, is now fold for 4/, or 3/4 at leaft, &c, w^hich things 
tend to the decay of hofpitality, the diminifhing of the people,, and to 
the let of cloth-making, whereby many poor people have been accuf- 
tomed to be fet on work. For remedy, it was in fubftance, enaded, 

‘ I) ThSt none fhall keep above 2400 fheep (exclufive of lambs! at 
any one time, unlefs it be on his own land of inheritance ; in which 
cafe he is not hereby limited, nor are fpirituai perfons. ' 

‘ II) No man fhall hold above two farms ; in the parifh of one of 
which he fhall be obliged to refide.’ ' . 

* Sebaftian Munfter, in ius Geograghfa ve{Ti§ et , at the ffland ftill' called Cape Breton, in his map 
va, (BafiliiE 1540) has placed the name of Fran- of America, which he calls Novus Otbis. 
a where Canada is fituated ; and C. Britonum f Quere, how could tfa^t be J 
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The increafe of the woollen manufacft^ increafing the demand for 
wool, gave rife to this pracSlice of engfoffing farms, and turnmg them 
into fheep-walks, which undoubtedly can be managed by fe\ver hands 
than tillage farms can be, whereby depopulation neceffarily mad enfue. 

We have feen the monopolizing law in favour of the town of Brid- 
■^ort, for engrpfling the manufaSure of ropes, excluhve of the villages 
or open country. We have now fuch another, upon a petition to par- 
liament from the city of Worcefter, and the towns of Evelham, Droit- 
wich, Kidderminfter, and Bromfgrove, reprefenting, that the faid city 
and towns were in times pad well and fubftantially inhabited, and em- 
ployed in the manufadure of woollen cloths, until within a few years 
pad, that divers perfons, dwelling in the hamlets, thorps, and villages of 
the faid fliire, have not only engrolied and taken into fbeir hands fun- 
dry farms, and become graziers ^nd hufbandmen, bur alfo make all 
mtinner of cloths, and exercife weaving, fulling, and fhearing, within 
their own houfes, to the great depopulation of the faid. city and towns : 
For remedy, it was hereupon enaded, ‘ thatno perfon withiia Worcei- 
‘ terfhire lhall make any cloth but the proper inhabitants of the laid city 
‘ and towns, excepting perfons who make cloths folely for their o'wn 
‘ and family’s wearing.’ [^2$ Henry 

Thus didUhe legiflature midake the true intered of the public. It 
is the cheapnefs of the manufadure which enables the merchant to ex- 
port it, and to underfeli foreign competitors ; and confining it thus to 
towns was the way to make it come dearer to the merchant than it 
would have done, had it been in the open country, where every necef- 
fary conies cheaper than in towns y which point thofe Worceder mono- 
polids well underdood, and that therefore they could not hold the ma- 
nufadure long, without a redriding law to bring it back folely to them- 
felves. Formerly, the counties of Surry, Berks, 8z;c. nearer to London, 
enjoyed a confiderable woollen manufadure ; but their nearnefs to Lon- 
don occafioning all, or mod necedaries- to become dearer than in more 
remote parts, the wedern and northern counties have beaten them out 
of that manufadure. And as the northern counties have necedaries 
confiderably cheaper than the wedern ones, it is probable they will in 
time gain confiderable ground on the latter in this refped. h 

Marvellous was the progrefs made by the Portuguefe at this time in 
Ini^a. We find Da Cunha in this year had built the fort of Diu, had 
fent a fleet 100 leagues up the river Indus, and had invaded the king- 
dom of Cambay a with his land-army • 

According to Hakluyt, {V. ii, 'p. 96.] from about the year 1511 to 
the year 1534, divers tail fiiips of London, Southampton, and Bridol, 

Tiidr exploits in India may be fou!;i<l in Stephens’s Fortuguefe AJta^ 3 volumes Svo, 169.5^ 
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had an, unufual trade to Sicily, Candia, and Ohio, and fometimes to Cy- 
prus, and to Tripoli, and Barutti, in Syria. Their exports were woollen; 
cloths, calf ikins, &c. ; and their imports were filks, camblets, rhubarb, 
■malmfey, mufcadel, and other wines ; oils, cotton-wool, Turkey carpets, 
galls, and India fpices. The Engliih merchants likewife employed fun- 
dry foreign ihips in that trade, as Candiots, Ragufans, Sicilians, Geno-'^ 
efe, Venetian galealTes, and Spanilh and Portugal Ihips. In thole days 
they generally employed a whole year in fuch voyages. 

1535. — 'The next year, a fhip of 300 tons, from London, went on 
the fame Levant voyage, with 100 perfons in her, and returned in i r 
months ; and the Engliih merchants fettled fadors in thofe places. All 
thefe particulars the indefatigable Hakluyt picked out of the antient 
merchants books of thofe times ; and he traced fnofe voyages down even 
to the year 1552, though not fo frequent in the latter years as in the 
former. The journals of thofe old voyages Ihow that they were th£n 
thought exceedingly difficult and dangerous. 

We mud; not forget the great generolity of a very famous and rich 
merchant at Augfburg, named Fugger, who had alfo an houfe and great 
dealings at Antwerp. For defraying the expenfe of an expedition to 
Tunis, the emperor had run deep m debt to Fugger, who having invit- 
ed him to an entertaimnent at his houfe, in order to teftify his refpect 
for that prince, made afire in his hall with cinnamon, and threw all the 
emperor’s bonds into that coflly fire, now made’ much more fo by that 
great ad of generolity. 

It was in this year, according to Lord Herbert, that great ordnance 
of brafs, as cannon and culverins, were firll made in England, they 
having before .been had from foreign parts *. 

We may have already obferved, that fince the acceffion of King 
Henry VIII, there was not only a great increafe of the woollen mauu- 
fadure of England, but likewife of its foreign commerce, and alfo fun- 
dry other marks of increaling riches. Neverthelefs, any one entirely 
unacquainted with the then circumftances of England would be led to 
imagine quite the contrary, from the preambles of certain ads of par- 
liament of the 26th and 27th years of that king’s reign, where it is faid 
that grearinumbers of houfes have of a long time lain in ruins in the 
city of Norwich, occanoned by a fire there twenty-fix years before ; alfo 
in Lyim-Bilhop in Norfolk,, and in Nottingham, Shrewlbury, Ludl£w, 

• Other cannon, we may prefumer had been according to Lefly \_De reh. gij. Scot. p. 338, ed. 
made in England losig before now, as we know who fays, that in his time very many can- 

tor certain, that great cannon, moil prohably of non with that infciiptioii were to be feen in Scot- 
fron, had been made in the cattle ef Edinburgh land. Seven cannon made by Eorthwick, called 
by a Scottifh artift called Rooert Eorthwick, who the Jcvsn jyierif were particularly noted. 
afed to inferibe npon them fcottie, p. 174, cd. I'j'jB.—Stow’j Jmales,p. Sap, 
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Clocefler, Bridgnorth, Queenborough, and Northampton ; many of 
which ruins, filled with naftinefs, are in the principal fireets of thole 
towns, where in times pall have been beautiful dwelling-houfes, well 
inhabited : And therefor the owners are thereby diredled to rebuild 
them in a fixed time, or elfe the property to go to the Jord of the ma- 
nner, or to the. community of thole relped:ive towns. No certain judg- 
ment can, however, be formed refpeding the general fiate of a country 
from the decline of fome of the towns in its commerce, which is ever 
Ihifting and varying ; and there are, even in our days, when commerce 
and wealth are fo greatly increafed fince thofe times, particular towns 
that are in a declining liate, from certain local circumllances. Proba- 
bly the manufedtures of thofe towns above mentioned, by fpreading in- 
to the adjacent villages, and perhaps into other countries, might occa- 
fion their decline. Poffibly alfo the Ikirts or fuburbs of fome of thofe 
places might be fo overbuilt (as is perhaps partly the cafe in London 
itfelf) as to make the centres of them be negledled, more efpecially if 
thofe fuburbs were exempted from the heavy freedom-fines of the cor- 
porations ; which laft confideration I conceive to have been one main 
qaufe of the decay of fuch towns. 

In this year the firll commercial treaty between any Chriftian mo- 
narch in Eiirope and the Ottoman Porte was concluded by Francis I 
king of France and Solyman IT, furnamed the magnificent, the Turkilh 
emperor or fultan, whereby many commercial privileges in Turkey were 
obtained for the French, who were allowed to have a conful of their 
own nation in the feveral ports of Turkey both for civil and criminal 
affairs, together with the private exercife of their own religion. Thefe 
privileges France alone of all Chrillian nations enjoyed for fome time, 
no others being allowed to refort to Turkey unlefs they went under the 
protedlion of the French flag. 

The Venetians next obtained a like commercial treaty with the Turks, 
in the year 1580 ; and next to them, the Englifli obtained the like, with- 
out the interpofition of any other nation, in the year 1604. The Hol- 
landers, next to the Englifh, concluded a commercial treaty with the 
Turks. Laft of all, Genoa (though not till the year 1 665) obtained a 
like commercial treaty with the Ottoman Porte, as will be Ihown in the 
next century. ’ 

Jn this fame year Mendoza was fent from Spain with 2200 foldiers 
to the river De la Plata in Paraguay, on the fouth fide of which he 
founded the town of Buenos-Ayres, which, though foon again abandon- 
ed during his abfence, was again fefounded ; as alfo fome other towns 
and colonies in Paraguay. . ' 

1 53^. — Until this year Portugal enjoyed without a rival the foie trade 
of all the vaft weftern coafts of Africa, whereby confiderable riches had , 
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been brought to Lijfbon, even before they had made their difcoveries in. 
either the Eall or Weft Indies. 

But next to the Portuguefe, the Englifti now began to trade to the 
Guinea coaft, fome of whom, it is faid, were fo fuccefsful as to bring 
home in one voyage above roo pound weight of gold duft, beiide' ele- 
phants teeth, &c. Yet the Engliih eroded no forts on that coaft tilY 
long after this time , 

King Plenty having fupprefled the hofpital or fifterhood of * Seynt 
‘ James in the fylde,’ near Weftminfter, declared that the faid houfe or 
hofpital of Seynt James in the fylde he had ' now ihclofed, and there 
made a park and manor for himfelf. [Fcedera, V. xiv, p. 5^3 ] At pre- 
fent they are the royal palace and park of St. James’s, in the liberty of 
Weftminfter. 

Wales, which had long before beCii abfolutely fubjed to the crown 
of England, was now, by a judicious ad of parliament, totally united 
and incorporated with England, its people being declared Englifti fub- 
jeds to all intents whatever, and fubjed to the laws of England only ; 
all their own peculiar tenures, defcents, cuftoms, and ufages contrary 
thereunto being aboliftied. The whole principality was now divided 
into twelve ftiires, as at prefent, befide Monmouthfhire and the town of 
PTaverfordweft, which was before a county of itfelf. \^2^J^en. VIII, c. 
26.] — And by the ad: C34,"'35 Hen. FIII^ e. 26.} it is- declared^'that eight 
have been (hires formerly, and the four newly made are Radnor, Breck- 
nock,. Montgomery, and Denbigh. In this copious ad many-regulations 
were made to reduce Wales entirely to the laws and cuftoms of Eng- 
land ; and divers lordftiips and manors in the marches of Wales were 
annexed to the counties of Salop, Hereford, and Glocefter. The juftice 
of Chefter had annexed to his office the (hires of Denbigh, Flint, and 
Montgomery, and yet (fays the ad) he (hall have nothing but his old 
fee of Li 00 yearly. And three other juftices were appointed, each hav- 
ing three counties under his circuit ; and each of thefe three juftices had 
L50 yearly falary. 

By thefe wife regulations, not only all former national prejudices on. 
either fide have been gradually removed, but the^xeople of Wales have 
been brought to a more^nduftrious courfe of living, by applying them- 
felves to manufadures' and a better cultivation of their lands, infomuch 
that in our times that country wears quite another and more beautiful 
afped than when this incorporating union was made. And we hear no 
more of the rapine, murders, &c. before fo frequent 011 the borders be- 
tween England and Wales; but, to the mutual felicity of both coun- 
tries, a regular intercouri^ hasdong fince been eftabliihed between them, 
in like fort as between one county of England and another. r, 

* At kail one voyage to Guinea before this time by an Engliflunajj, captain Biawkins, is already 
»at;e,d^ from Hakluyt, ia the year 1530, M* 



In the latter end of the year 1535 beginning of 1536, the 

king fupprefled all the lefler monafteries (i. e. fuch as had eftates not 
exceeding L200 per annum.) Bifliop Burnet, in his Hiflory of the, 
reformation, obferves, that the full report of the vifitation of thofe 
houfes previous to their fuppreilion is loft ; yet he faw an extrad of a 
^ part of it, concerning 144 houfes, which contained abominations in it 
equal to any that were in Sodom ! in fome they found tools for coin- 
ing ; and briefly, in almoft all of them, the greateft lewdnefs and wick- 
ednefs. Lord Herbert [/>. 441 .] fays, that the yearly amount of all thefe 
lefler monafteries was £,32,000, but that the king fold them at fuch 
eafy rates, to enable the purchafers to keep up the hofpitality which 
the monks had done when they pofleflfed them, adding thereto a penal- 
ty of L6 : 13 :4 per month on the farmers and pofleflbrs of the monaf- 
tei'ies and lands belonging to them, on failure of keeping up hofpital- 
ity and hufbandry therein. But the penalty being not ordinarily re- 
quired, due hofpitality was for the moft part negledled 5 for the forfeit- 
ures being great, were, at the fupplication of the parliament [21 Jac. 1. 
■c. 28.] -wholly aboliihed at length by the indulgence of the king. 
Somewhat furely ought to have been done in time to prevent the poor 
from becoming fo heavy a weight on the landed and trading interefts, 
as it was e^y to forefee they would be on the fuppreflion of thofe mo- 
nafteries; whofe kitchens were ever open to the poor of their neigh- 
bourhood. 

Had the purchafers of thofe church lands in every parifli been obli- 
ged by their tenures to fupport the poor thereof, or at leaft to contri- 
bute thereto in a much greater and fixed proportion than others, it 
v/ould have been extremely reafonable, as they purchafed them at very 
low prices. This would have been more conducive to the benefit of a 
free and trading people than Lord Herbert’s fcheme of annexing them 
all to the crown for ever, for enabling the king to keep up a good army 
and navy, without being obliged to have recuurfe to the people’s purfes 
from time to time ; A dangerous fcheme for a tree people ! 

King Henry gave encouragement to certain merchants to fend out 
two {hips on difcovery to the north coafts of America, where they vifit- 
ed Cape Breton and Newfoundland; and being in great diftr^fs for want 
of provifions there, they returned home in OHober the fame year. And 
i^though this voyage proved unfavourable to their main intent of find- 
ing a north-weft paflage to India, yet it gave rife to the very beneficial 
fiChery of the Englifh on the banks of Newfoundland, on which barren 
ifland Mr. Hoar, a merchant o-f London, attempted a fettlement at this 
time, though he met with much misfortuxie in that unfuccefsful at- 
tempt. . . : f 

An a(ft of parliament was palled, to enable the governors and ma- 
giftrates of counties, towns, and pariflies, to find and. keep every aged', 
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poor, and impotent p^rfon, who fhould have dwelt three yeaars in any 
place, by way of voluntary alms, with fueh convenient alms as fhould 
be thought meet by their diferetion, fo as none of them Ihould be obli- 
ged to beg openly j and to compell fturdy vagabonds to work. Alfo that 
children under fourteen years of age and above five, who lived in idle- 
nefs, and were found begging, fhould be put to fervice. No perfon was 
allowed to make any open or common dole, or give any money in alms, 
but to the common boxes and common gatherings in every parifh. 
[i^thHen. VIII, c. 25.] 

This was the firft law made in England that feemed to make any pro- 
vifion for aged poor, yet being merely voluntary, it will appear from 
fucceeding ones that it did not prove by any means effedluaL Thofe 
open doles were made by perfons.of wealth, and of a charitable difpofi- 
tion, at the gates of their houfes on qettain fixed times, whither the 
poor of the neighbourhood came, at a known hour, ta have money on 
provifions dealt out to them. The fame pradlice is ftill retained in many 
parts of Scotland. 

I SSI - — Englifh a£l of parliament having diredted of what length 
and breadth the linen cloths called lockrams and dowlas, made in and 
imported from Britany, fhould be, (a thing indeed fomewhat extraordi- 
nary, to dired another nation concerning their own manufac^res !) the 
French refufed to be regulated by it 1 and as thofe linens were ufually 
paid for in Englilh woollen cloths exported to Britany , whereby great 
numbers of weavers, tuckers, fpinners, dyers|; wool-pickers, &e. were 
eonftantly employed, and all thofe trades were now at a fland, that ex- 
traordinary'ftatute was this year repealed. [2%.th Hen. VIll, c. 4.] 

About this time (according to Camden in his Britannia*) the wool- 
len manufadure was introduced at Halifa,x in Yorkfliire. He fays, that 
befides the largenefs of its parifh, wdiich contained eleven chapels and 
about 12,000 people, nothing is fo admirable in this town as the induf- 
try of the inhabitants, who, notwithfianding an unprofitably-barren 
foil, have fo flourifhed by the cloth trade that they are become very 
rich, and have gained a reputation for this above their neighbours ; 
and this confirms the trutb of the obfervation, that a barren country is 
a great whe| to the induflry of its natives ; whereby alone we find Nu- 
renberg in Germany, V^ice and Genoa in Italy, and Limoges in France,, 
in fpite of their fituation-on a barren foil, have long been fiourifhing cL 
:ies. . ’ 

1538. — Solyman the Magnificent, the Turkifh emperor, feeling the 
great lofs his fubjeds fuftained by being deprived of fupplying Europe 
vith fpices and other Indian merchandize from the port of Alexandria, 

^ Camden fays and the num- years before 1607 j the laji ed*:ionj., 

ler Hands the fame, I believe, in all the editions : above iwenty years may be added to the antiquity 
S. tiut,^ as Mr.. Anderfon has. reckoned feventy of the clothing trade at Halifax-. 
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made an attempt to drive the Portuguefe out of India, He for that end 
fent his admiral, Solyman Bafla, with eighty ihips and galleys, from the 
Red Sea, to befiegetheftrong fortof Diu, near the mouth of the Indus. 
The Turks, however, were repulfed with firmnefs, after uling all kinds 
of means to mafter it. 

^ After the dilToIution of raonalleries, the elergymen’ throughout Eng- 
land were enjoined by an order from Thomas Cromwell earl of E flex, 
vicar-general of King Henry VIII, to keep a regifter of all weddings, 
chriftenings, and burials in their pariihes. This laudable cuftom has 
been continued (though it is to be feared not fo carefully as it Ihould 
be) ever fince. It is a pradtice which on many important occaiions may 
be of great ufe to princes and ftatefmen, both for political and mercan- 
tile confiderations ; and, as Bifliop Nicolfon obferves, fuch regiflers are 
fome of our belt helps for the prefervation of hiftory ; and their ufe 
•(fays he) might be more extenfive, if care were taken to regifter alfo 
many other remarkable occurrences- relating to the public concerns of 
the feveral parifhes ; and therefore perfons of all perfuafions or opinions 
ought, under a penalty, to be obliged to regifter the fame in the veftry- 
books of every parilh. Such regifters are alfo of great ufe and autho- 
rity in law difputes and trials, for proving the age of perfons, the titles 
to eftates7-&c. 

Eerdl-nando Soto, having a grant from the Emperor Charles V of the 
country of Florida, went thither with nine fhips and 600 men at his 
own expenfe, and travelled many hundred leagues over that country, 
meeting with many great misfortunes ; and after fundry battles with the 
natives, returned home with the remaining half of his people in the 
year 1543. • 

153P — ^^In the year 1538 was begun, and in 1539 completed, the 
diflblution of all the remaining abbeys, called the greater ones | and 
foon after thofe in Ireland Ihared the fame fate. 

Lord Herbert computes the total yearly value of them all (both great- 
er and leller ones) to be L 161,000 ; but this is far from being an exadt 
account of their annual v^lue ; for the abbots and priors, forefeeing the 
impending defolation, had raifed the fines for leafes very high, ' which 
brought the rents in confequence very low, that they might thereby 
have wherewithal to fupport themfelves wheii they Ihould be expelled. 
^Indeed, the heads of thofe convents had, in part at leaft, long before 
fallen into that pradtice, that they might not be bound to entertain too 
great a number in th?ir houfes, whereby they much enriched them- 
felves. 

The author of a fmall folio, printed in she year 1689, with the title 
of the Happy future ftate of England (faid by many to be the earl of 
Anglefey*), thinks there were in all about 50,000 perfons maintained 

^ According to Mr* Chalmers’s information, the author was Sir Peter Pet. 
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in tlie convents of England and Wales. Now, if they were then main- 
tained at L7 each perfon, their annual expence would be Lj^o.goo, 
which probably was then near the yearly value of their lands ; and liv- 
ing then being" about five times cheaper than in our times, the total 
yearly value of then* lands in our money would be Li ,750,000 ; and if 
on an average thofe lands be worth 20 years purchafe (as being fince 
greatly improved), then the total prefent. value of all the abbey-lands 
may be about L35, 000, 000 Sterling. That author farther obferves, 
that as Camden in his Britannia makes all the pariflies of England 
amount to 9284, thereto may be added 26 biftiops, 26 deans, 60 arch- 
deacons, and 544 prebendaries ; thefe, joined to feveral rural deanries, 
may make about 1000 more; though here our author feems to have 
forgot that the deans and archdeacons, as well as the prebendaries, have, 
almofi; without exception, at lead; one parilh living, in fome of which 
they may perhaps officiate (thpugh but few), without entertaining a eu-*^ 
rate. And there being then (2. e. at the difiblution of the monafteries) 
in Oxford and Cambridge about 60,000 ftudents, who, in expedation of 
church preferments, either as regulars or as feculars, abftained from 
marriage, there were then in all about 120,000 perfons reftrained by 
their fundi on from increafing and multiplying ; as at prefent double 
(he fhould at leaft furely have faid treble) that number is m France:; 
which confideration alone gives a confiderable advantage to proteftant 
countries in point of commerce as well as populaiton. And. reckoning 
that every marriage, one with another,, produces four children, thefe 
would more, than double their number In the fame age. This we doubt 
is not ftridly true *. 

According to Camden [Britannia, p. 117, ed. 1607], the number oF 
monafteries fupprelTed in England and Wales, firftand laft, was 645,. be- 
fides 96 colleges, 2374 chantries and free chapels, and i ro hofpitals; It 
is now too late to lament the demolition of all the monafteries, two or 
three of which in every country (as being many of them fpacious and 
ftately edifices) would excellently well have ferved for county hofpitals 
and workhoufes. Much more fhould the overthrow of the colleges be 
lamented, fince even the two illuftrious uruverfities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge were mcluded in the difiblution ad ; and it was fome time after 
that the king was, with fome difficulty, induced to continue them in 
their former condition ; yet fo inconfiftent was he, almoft. at the famefe 
time, as to found new and magnificent colleges in the fame univerfities. 
And what fhall we likewife fay of the deftrudion.of fueh as were real 
hofpitals for the fick poor, the moft innocent and ufeful of any one kind 
of charity whatever ? • . ' 

According to Herrera and other hiftorians, it was about this time 

The increafe of mankind in any country muft the great body of the people can procure the 
ever be in proportion to the facility with which means of fubhftence- 
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tEat the French pirates or freebooters began, to infef^ the Spanifh Weft- 
Indies. In the following year, Herrera reports that many Portuguefe 
caravels traded to the ifland of Hifpaniolqi, who at their return did not 
(as all the Spaniards were bound to do) carry their Cargoes to the India 
contra<ftation-houfe at Seville, by which means the king was defrauded 
of his. duties. It was therefore ordained in tliat fame "year that none 
ftiould take in any cargo at Hifpaniola without giving fecurity to enter 
the whole of it at the faid houfe at Seville. 

1540. — ^It was now that the French made the firft attempt to eftablifti 
a colony in Canada ; Cartier, already mentioned, having now failed again 
from St. Malo with five fhips up the great river of St. Laurence, four 
leagues above the haven of St. Croix, where he, jointly with the baron 
de Roberval, ereded a fort. Others place Roberval’s firft fettlement at 
Canada with 200 men and women in 1524. 

« The ftate of fhipping, even in the port of London, was at this time 
but low, compared with the prefent time. If we may give credit to 
Wheeler's T'reatife of commerce (4to, 1601), who wrote in defence of the 
company of the merchants-adventurers, to which company he was fe- 
cretary, and who teftifies confiderable knowlege in mercantile con- 
cerns-, he exprefsly after ts, that about ftxty years before he wrote, there 
were not above four fhips (befide thofe of the navy-royal) that were 
above 12b tons each, within the river Thames. 

There being a great coolnefs at this time between King Henry VIII 
of England and his nephew King James V of Scotland-, who was ever 
much attached to the French intereft, the latter prepared a navy of fif- 
teen fhips, with 2000 men in them, for fome enterprife. Lord Herbert 
does not pretend certainly to know James’s defign in thofe prepara- 
rions, though it looked as if he hoped to annex Ireland to his crown, 
fince about that time certain Irifh gentlemen came to invite him over 
to their country, promifing to^ acknowlege him for their king; and 
that divers noblemen and gentlemen of Ireland fhould come over to do 
him homage. It feems King James wanted not money at this time, his 
monaftical clergy giving him great furas to keep their houfes from be- - 
ing diffolved 

* Lord Herbert, in the ufual jealoufy of poll- the principal hobiHty, and a competent military 
ticians, fuppofed that a fleet could be equipped force. Landing in moil: of the principal iflands, 
fo^pwno other purpofe but to difturb the tranquil- he carried with him the chiefs as hoftages for the 
lity of the neighbouring nations ; but this Scot- peaceable behaviour of their clans ; and, for the 
tifh fleet had a very different, and much more flrfl time' fince the iflands were fubjeefl: to Scot- 
laudable, deftmatioe. land, peade and order prevailed in thofe diftant 

James V, king of Scotland, having extended tfie territories, 
authority of the laws through, all the reft, of his With an attention to fcience worthy of an en- 
kingdom, refolved that the remote highlands and lightened fofereign of a maritime country, James 
iflands fltbuld alfo be brought under regular an- carried with him Alexander Lindfay, an exeelktit 
thority. With this view he prepared a fleet of navigator and hydrographer, whofe chart of Scot- 
twehe (not fifteen) flout fhips, with which he land’ and the iflands, compiled from his obferva"* 
himfclf failed from Leith i attended by fcvcral of tbns made in this voyage, and which has been je«, 
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Baldivia invaded the fine country of Chili in South America, and be- 
came mailer of fome part of it. Neverthelefs, what the Spaniards have 
held in that country did for many years coft them very much blood- 
ihed, and the lofs of a great number of lives. 

It was about .this time that (according to the ingenious author of the 
third , and fourth parts of the prefent flate of England, 8vo, 1683) cher^ 
ry-trees were firfl brought into England from Flanders, and planted in 
Kent, with fuch fuccefs that an orchard of only 32 acres produced in 
one year as much as yielded Liooo. Probably the novelty of fo deli- 
cious a fruit made people at firft give high prices for them. Yet this 
author, in another place, fays that Leonard Mafcal, King Henry VIIFs 
gardener, alleges that both pippins and cherries were in England before 
the year 1524. Neverthelefs, Camden alleges that the Romans intro- 
duced the growth of cherries into Brftain. If fo, it is flrange the Saxons 
fuffered fo fine a fruit to be loll in England *. 

An a£l of parliament now palTed in Scotland, which appointed in 
every burgh an officer for the fealing of all woollen cloths, by way of 
prevention of all drawers (llrainers or ftretchers) thereof, and alfo of all 
litftars- (dyers) offalfe colours. [Jac. V,parl. vii, c. 112.] 

.1 541 -Guftavus Erickfon, king of Sweden, obferving that the emperor 

gave all kinds of afllflance to the Count Palatine, brother-in-kw to the de- 
throned and imprifoned King Chriftiern 11 , in order to reftore that unhap- 
py king to the thrones of the three northern kingdoms, found it needful 
to ftrengthen himfelf by fome potent foreign alliance for a counter-ba- 
lance : And Francis I, king of France, being engaged in the Smalcaldic 
league of the proteflant princes of Germany againft the emperor, Guf- 
taVus difpatched an ambaflador to him, with propofals for a mutual 
■commerce between both nations ; particularly, that the Swedes would 
fetch their wines, fait, &c. diredly from France in their own bottoms, 
inllead of taking them at fecond-hand from the Hollanders ; and Guf- 
tavus, moreover, propofed to eredl magazines of fait in Sweden, and to 
compell every family (as is done in France itfelf) to take a fet quantity 
of it at a fixed rate. His fait projedl, it is true, did not fucceed; but 
his other propofals for trade were well received by Francis, to whom 
Guftavus' offered his aid againft the emperor. Yet, as the kingdom of 
Sweden was till then very little known in France, Francis made a ftrid: 
inquiry into its power, conftitution, &c. and finding fo warlike a sta- 
tion capable of being very conducive to the purpofes of France, he not 
voniy agreed on a treaty of coramerpe between the two kingdoms, but 


peatedly engraved, is very accuratog- for the age, 
and lAUch fuperior to fome which were drawn af- 
ter it, Jf. 

^ The qherrks brought to England at this time 
.muft Eavc been a new fpecies. Nothing is more 


certain than that the Romans introduced cherries 
in Britain, as I have fliown, in the year 54. I 
believe there is no reafon to Jfuppofe that they 
were ever loft. M* 



Hkewife to a defenfive alliaucej whereby the two kings mutually en- 
gaged to affift each otheir with 25,000 troops and 50 fliips. 

A ftatute was made, whereby all former ones- were - confirmed, for 
confining the importation of wines from Gafeony, and woad from 
Tholoufe, to Englifli and Irifh fhips only. Hen. VIJl, c. 14.]; 

By an a(fi of this fame year 1 fi.} the power which the king had> 
before aflumed, by his proclamation alone, of remitting to merchants-^ 
aliens the duties they would otherwife have been obliged by law to pay, 
was confirmed and made legal. Such abjeff flaves did thofe parliaments 
rdhder themfelves to the pleafiire of that monarch. 

There is an a£t for paving the following ftreets or ways in London, 
viz, i) The flreet leading from Aldgate to Whitechapel church. 2)' 
The upper part of Ghancery-lane. 3)' The way leading from Hol-r 
bourn-bars weftward towards St,?Giles in the fields, as far as any ha- - 
bitation is on both fides of the faid ftreet, 4) Gray’s Inn-lane. 5) 
Shoe-lane ; and, 6) Feuter (now Fetter) lane; the two laft being tho- 
rough-fares and pafiages from Fleet-ftreet into Holbourn. That part 
of Chancery-lane now to be paved is thus defcribed, viz. from the bars 
befide the rolls, lately fet up by the lord privy-feal, unto the faid high- 
way in Holbourn. This paflage fhows the age of the rolls-office in 
Chancery-lane; andalfo that all Holbourn above' the city-bars remained 
unpaved till now ; neither was it now all built on both fides, (nor a 
good while later than this time, as appears by a map of London in 
^een Elizabeth’s reign). All thefe fix ways now direded to be payed* 
are herein defcribed as very foul, and full of pits and floughs, verype- 
' rilons, and noyous (noifome), as well for all the king’s fubjeds on horfe- 
back as on foot, and with carriage. [32 Hen. VIIJ, c. 17.] Yet three 
of thefe, viz. Shoe-lane, Fetter-lane,, and Chancery-lane, are now in the 
very centre of the prefent vail contiguity, and all the reft are likewife' 
well built and inhabited. So great is the increafe and improvement of 
London fince thofe timesv 

In the fame year, by a fiatute [c. 18.J; a lifl: of decayed cities and 
towns is exhibited (as in 1535) wherein it is faid*, there had been 
in times pafi: many beautiful houfes within the walls- and liberties of 
York, Lincoln, Canterbury,. Coventry, Bath, Chichefter,- Salifbury, Win— 
ehefter, Briitol, Scarborough, Hereford^ Colche-fier, Rochefter,- Bortf- 
mputh, Boole, Lynn, Feveriham, Worcefter, Stafford,, Buckingham,. 
Pon tefradt, Grantham, Exeter Ipfwich ,. Southampton, Great Yarmouth 
Oxenford, Great Wicomb, Guildford, Eflretfore (quffire, if Stafford ?) 
Kingfton upon Hull, Newcaftle upon Tyne,. Beverley, Bedford, Leicef- 
ter, and Berwick : And in another (fc. 19.] Shafton, Sherborn, Bridport,, 
Dorcbefter, and; Weymouth, (all in Dorfetfhire) ; Plymouth,, Plympton, 
Barnftable, Taviftbke, and Dartmouth, (all in Devon ftiire) ; Lancefton, 
Lelkeard, Ixftwithiel,, Bodmin,. Truro, and Helfton, (all in Cornwall) 
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■Bri^water, Taunton, Somerton, and Alchefter, (all in Somerfetfliire) ; 
Maldon in Eflex; and, laftly, Warwidk ; V which houfes now are fallen 
‘ down, decayed, and at this time remain unre-edified as defolate and 
‘ vacant grounds, -many of them nigh adjoining to the high ftreets, re- 
‘ plenilhed with much uncleannefs and filth, with pits, cellars, and 
‘ vaults, lying open and uncovered, to the great peril of the king’s fub- 
‘ -^‘edls ; and other houfes are in danger of falling. Now, if the owners 
‘ of the wafte grounds (on which houfes had flood within twenty-five 
‘ years back), and of the decaying houfes, do not in three years time 
‘ rebuild them, then the lord of whom the ground is held may re-en- 
‘ ter, and feize the fame, &c. as in a like law anno 1535.’ Concern- 
ing which laws (now and afterward) it maybe truly faid, they were 
well enough judged, as probably thofe nuifances complained of were 
more owing to carelelTnefs, than to airy real decay in mod of the places 
mentioned in thofe two ads, and in the fubfequent ones of this centu- 
ry ; fince it is well known, that many of thofe cities and towns were, 
in thofe very times, increafing in commerce and manufadures : fo that 
thefe two llatutes feem to have proceeded rather from a particular hu- 
mour of that parliament, than from any real decay of all, or at lead of 
many of the places ; fince, excepting London, Norwich, Liverpool, 
Northampton, Chefter, Nottingham, Cambridge, and a few more, almod 
all the confiderable cities and towns of the kingdom are thus ehumefat- 
ed as decaying O'ues, which is almod impoffible to have been the cafe, 
whild the nation in general was increafing, though then but flowly, 
in wealth and commerce. This therefor feems to be one indancc at 
lead of the fallibility of fome of our old datutes : Some of thofe places ' 
might complain of a real decay, which might give a handle to the re- 
prefentatives of other places to include them alfo in that number, 
though probably without any ground. 

1542. — The humour of coercive laws for building up \vade grounds 
in cities and towns of England, feems to have prevailed much in the 
reign of King Henry VIll. We have jud exhibited a long lid of fuch, 
by an ad of parliament in 1541 ; and another ad [33 Ben, BIB, c, 36.] 
fays, that whereas in times pad, many beautiful houfes have been with- 
in the walls and liberties of the cities of Canterbury and Rocheder; the 
towns of Stamford and Grimfby in Lincolnlhire ; the towns of Cam- 
bridge, Darby, Guildford, Dunwich ; the towns of the Cinque-por^^s, 
with their members; Lewes inSuflex, and Buckingham ; which are now 
fallen down, decayed, and remain unre-edified; lying as defolate, with 
much ordure, filth, &c. as in the pteceding laws is fpecified; where- 
for, the owners of fuch vyade grounds, and of thofe decayed houfes, 
are to rebuild them wdthin two years after proclamation made fey the 
n-.agidrates ; or failing them, then the next or chief lord of the foil may 
feize on and rebuild the fame for his own ufe, fo he does it wdthin two 
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y ears and a half after. And in defauit of his npt re-entering thereon^ 
then any perfon, having a rent-charge on the premifes, may re-enter, 
in the before-named cafe. And in default of him who has the rent- 
charge, then the magiftrates of the refpedlive cities and towns may re- 
enter. And, laftly, if they feil to re-enter and rebuild in three yeara 
time, then the firft owners might re-enter and pofTels them, as in their- 
former ftate. 

The. Englilh merchants of Southampton and London, we find (by 
Hakluyt) traded to Brafii in the years- 1540 and 15424 and fo it feems 
to have at thofe times been permitted, and until the year 1580, that 
Spain-gor pofTeffion of Portugal. 

The Portuguefe governor of Makcca having made a full difcovery of 
the coaft. of China- in the years r'540 and 1542, they were in 1 542 
driven by, ftorm to make an aceiSental difcovery of the iflands of Japan, 
where they were at ftrft well received. 

By virtue of an adi of the Irilh parliament^ King Henry now alTum- 
ed the title of king, inftead of lord, of Ireland ; whereupon Sir James 
Ware, in his- hiftorical relations, obferves, ‘ that albeit the kings of 
‘ England had been abfolute monarchs of Ireland before, though only 
‘ with the title of lords of it ; yet becaufe, in the vulgar conceit, the 
‘ name of king is higher than that of lord, afluredly the alTuming of 

* ■ this ti fie hath not a little raifed the fovereignty of the king of Eng- 

* .land in the minds .of this people.’ Yet he at the fame time acknow- 
leges, ‘ that although Sir Anthony Sr. Leger, then lord-deputy, took 
‘ feveral good nieafpres for the improvement of Ireland, all this while 
*■ the provinces of Connaught and Ulfter, with a good part of Leinfter, 

‘ were not reduced- to fhire-ground. And although Munfter was an- 

tiently divided into counties, yet the people were become fo degene- 
*' rate, that no juftice of affize dtirft execute his commiflion amongft 
‘ them.’ In fuch a ftate of affairs there could , be no room for any 
thing like a fettled commerce in Ireliind : Eor the. bulk of the old Eng-- 
lifli race were fo far degenerated as to ‘lofe the ufe of the . Englifh. 
tongue, and becoming mere Irilh, they alFumed TrilK names. . 

The negligence and, decay of the (eaft) coaft fiftiing towns of Eng- 
land^at this time is apparent from an aft of parliament, whioh defcribes 
a. bad cuftom of our people on that coaft, who, 'inftead of filhing them- 
folves, went in their boats.vhalf-feas over,, and bG.ught frefti filh of the 
Flemings., Zelanders, Picards, and. Normans.. It was therefor now 
enaded, that whofoever thould buy any frefh filh. in that manner (ftur- 
geon, porpoife, and feal excepted), to put to fale to any. perfon within 
this- realm, .Ihould forfeit- for every time t en, pounds j but this not to 
extend to filh bought in. Iceland, Scotland, Orkney, Shetland, Ireland, 
or Newfoundland, (then called New land;) [53 Uen. Fill, c. 2.] 

1 1^43. We have now the title of the firft law ever made in England 
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relating to bankrupts, [34 Henry viz, ‘ The lord chancellor, 

treafurer, &c, fhall take order with bankrupts bodies, lands, and goods, 
‘ for the payment of their debts 

In this vear, according to Lewis Guicciardin’s Hiftory of the Nether- 
lands, the renowned city of Antwerp had its third and lail great en- 
largement, by extending the walls fo as to i,nclole what is called the new 
town, towards the north. The new walls were built of fine hewn fiione, 
and beautifully adorned. That iilullrious mercantile city then contain- 
ed about 100,000 inhabitants, according to Guicciardin, who had dili- 
gently computed the fame. 

We may infer from a ftatute [34, 35 Hen, Hill, c. 6.] concerning 
pins, that fuch as are now ufed by the ladies are but of recent inven- 
tion, The ad fays, that no perfon fliall put to fale any pinnes but only 
fuch as fhall be double-headed, and hsCVe the heads foldered fail: to the 
fhank of the pinne, well fmoothed, the fliank well fhaven, the point well 
and round filed, canted, and fharpened. Now, the labour of making 
pins after this manner, as it muft have rendered them much more ex- 
penfive, fliows the novelty of the invention, which probably was but 
lately brought from France. And the inconveniency of the make of 
thofe pins naturally fet our people upon improving fo tedious and clum- 
fy a manufadure ; for, in about three years time, they fell into the.pre- 
fent ingenious and expeditious manner of making them, as appears by 
an ad [37 Hen, VHI, c. 13.] for repealing the above ftatute. Before 
the invention of thefe brafs pins, there were many pretty and ingenious 
contrivances for the conveniency of the drefs and ornament of both 
fexes, fuch as ribbons, loopholes, laces with points and tags, clafps, hooks 
and eyes, and Ikewers made of brafs, filver, and gold. From the lafl: it 
is very probable that pins naturally proceeded, being no other than 
fmaller and more convenient and delicate Ikewers. 

Herrera acquaints us that the Spaniards from Mexico now failed for 
difcovery on the weft fide of North America as far as the latitude of 44 
degrees -north, even to the farther end of California ; but as they found 
there neither gold nor filver, and only very cold weather, they returned 
'home to Mexico. 

1 544 — ^IJponKing Henry ''s return from his fuccefsful fiege of Boulogne, 
whereby he had ground to apprehend reprifals from France, he fet about 
fortifying his fea-coafts. He began with guarding the entrance into 
the fiver Thames, by ereding the fort of Tilbury, and a battery oppo- 
fite to it at Gravefend. Dover, was his next care, where he built its fa- 

A fubfeqiicnt fcatute [13 EIlz^ q, 7O ex* Letters and negotiations, . fp, 138, 139, 146, &C.3 
^ plains, 1^110 were to be accounted bankrupts, and Such difpatch was little or nothing inferior to that 
“pnts the methods of proceeding concerning them of the poll in onr own days before th« ^ftablilh- 
Aiearly on the fame footing as at prefent. .. merit of mail coaches j but it was only a tempo- 

At this time letters written in London were re- ' rary eflablifhment for the conveyance of the Eug- 
ceived in Edinburgh on the fourth day. \^Sadkr*s liflr gdvernment letters. M. 
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mous (though too fruitlefs) pier, running out into the Tea, at the ex- 
penfe of no lefs a fum than £65,000 (if tranfcribers have not added a 
cypher too much), fince frequently repaired at a great expenfe. Portf- 
mouth was his next care, and aftemards fundry other places. Moreover, 
the tower of London having till then been the only magazine of the 
kingdom for artillery and military Tores, he now prudently diftributed 
much of them in thofe newly-fortified places on the coaft, which hap- 
pened extremely opportune ; for this fame year, a large French fleet 
of 150 great Ihips and 60 fmaller ones,’ befide 25 galleys from the Me- 
diterranean (being all hired merchant Ihips), made an attempt upon 
Portfmouth, whither King Henry went in perfon to its relief. Lord 
Herbert and other hiftorians relate, that the Englifli fleet of loo fail, 
(which alfo were hired merchant fhips) fought that of France, though 
much more numerous, for two nours, and made them fly to their own 
boafts ; but none of them are accurate enough to give us any account 
of the order or form, &c. of that fea-fight, nor indeed of many others 
of the like kind. This Mr. Rapin terms the greatefl effort that France 
had ever made at fea. 

We again find the French pirates or freebooters in the Weft-Jndies, 
according to Herrera, who tells us, that four of their Thips, with a ten-, 
de/, entered the port of Santa Marta, where, landing 400 haen, the Spa- 
nifh inhabitants abandoned the place, w^hich the French plundered and 
burnt. From thence they failed to Carthagena, where they pradfifed 
the like rapine, that place not having been as yet well fortified. After^ 
ward they attempted the Havanna, in the ifland of Cuba ; and being 
there repulfed, returned home by the gulf of Florida,. 

We have in two former inftances noted the,, great influence which 
corporation cities and towns had in parliament, in monopolizing the 
manufadtures of their refpedfive counties, explufive of the villages and 
open country, viz. in the cafe of ropemaking at Bridport in Dorfetfliire, 
and that of the woollen ma^iufadlure at Wo rcefler city, and the other 
corporations of that county. The cafe now before us is that of a peem 
liar manufadture in the city of York, viz. coverlets for beds. The act, 
eftablilhing this monopoly,.! as ufual, fers forth, that the city of York 
had been formerly fupported by fundry handicrafts, and prmcipally by 
making coverlets and coverings for beds, whereby great numbers of im 
habitants and poor people in that city and fuburbs; and in other places 
of the county, have been conftantly employed. But that of late years, 
fundry apprentices, nof expert in that occupation, 

have withdrawn themfelves out of that city into the county ; and divers 
other perfons inhabiting the villages and tovms of that county, and nigh . 
to thb faid city, have intermeddled with the faid craft, and do daily 
make coverlets, neither of good fluff nor proper flze ; and do hawk and, 
fell them abroad ip the county to villages. and mens houfes, &c. to the., 
a. ■ M.a. 
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great deceit of the king’s fubjedts, &c. (moft of which repreFeiilation 
'appears to have been an impofition on the' parliament,) It was now 
therefore enafed, that no perfon whatever, within or nigh to the coum 
of York, fliall make any roverlets for fale, but inhabitants alone, 
dwelling within the city of York and its ' fuburbs, upon forfeiture, &c. 
What could be a greater monopoly than this ? Or what a greater injuf- 
tice to the poor manulaiflurers in other parts of the county ? 

As the gradual increafe of the fuburbs of ‘Loruion does in a great 
meafure keep, pace with the gradual increafe of the general commerce 
H of England, and as it is, moreover, a piece of curious and entertaining 
hiftory to mark the gradual advances of both, we therefore have no 
need of an apology for exhibiting whatever falls in our way of that 
kind. Ey a ftatute [34, 35 Ren. VIII, c. 12.] the 'ftreets and lanes call- 
.^d Whiteerofs-ftreet, Chifwell-ffcreet, ©olding-lane, Grub-flreet in the 
parifh of St. Giles’s without Cripp legate, Gofwell-flreet, Long-lane ia 
the parifh of St. Botolph, and St. Sepulchre’s without Newgate; St. 
John^llreet, leading from the bars of Smithfield up to the pound, at 
■ the corner of the wall extending along the highway leading to Ifling- 
ton;, and alfo the ftreet from the faid bars to Cow-crofs ; "Water-lane in 
Fleet-ftreet, leading down to the Thames*; the way leading without 
Templerbar weftward, by and unto Clement’s Inn gates and New Inn 
gates, to Drewry-place in the county of Middlefex ; (this lhows*that this 
way was not then built on) and alfo one little lane firetching from the 
faid way to the fign of the bell at Drewry-lane end ; and the common 
way leading through a certain place called Petit-France, from the bars 
-of the weft end of Tothili-ftreet at Wefeninfler, to the uttermoft part 
of the weft end of the faid place called Petit-France ; the ftreet or high- 
way leading from BiChopsgate to and above Shoreditch church ; and the 
bridge called Strond-bridge, and the way leading from the fame bridge 
-towards Temple-bar4 and the lane called Folkae-lane, from the garden 
and tenement of the bifhop of Litchfteld, and the gardens and tenement 
called the Bek and Prodlors, down to Strond-bridge (thefe names now 
unknown), be very foul, and full of- pits and floughs, very perilous and 
noyous-,. and very neceftary to be kept clean, for the avoiding of cor- 
rupt favouss, and an occafion of peftilence ; for the amendment and 
reformation whereof, ail who had any lands or tenements adjoining to 
the aforefiiid ftreets, lanes, and ways, were ordered to pave the fame 
with paving ftones before. their tenements to the middle of the ftreet or 
lane, in like manner and fo^m as the ftreets of the city of London be 
paved, with caufeys or channels in the midft qH the fame ftreets.;. and 
alfo. to- maintain the fame. ^ 

. In this year, King Henry VIII being at war with Scotland^ th&'Eng- 
Jifti army took and pillaged the town and- port of Leith, (which is pro- 
perly the port of Ediaburgb) And Lord, Herbert hereupon remarks,. 
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that on that occafion the Englifh found more riches in Leith than they 
could have eafily imagined. 

In that war the Englifli took twenty-eight of the principal lliips of Scot- 
land, fraught with all kind of rich merchandize, as they returned from 
Erance, Flanders, Denmark, and other countries, and they brought them 
into the Englifli ports. \Drake’s hifl. AnglchBcotica, p. So that it 

fhould feem that Scotland at this time was not without fome eonfider- 
able Ihare of foreign commerce. 

As yet the prefent great fuburb of London eaft ward along the north 
bank of the Thames, fince named Wapping, had not (as far as appears^ 
any exiflence as a fuburb, or was not built up into houfes ; for by an 
ad [35 Hen. VIII, c. 9.] Wapping-marfli, in the county of Middlefex, 
is direded to be divided by certain perfons affigned. And Richard 
Hill of London, mercer, (the affiance of Cornelius Wanderdelf, who, at 
his own charge, inned, inbanked, and recovered the fame, being drown- 
ed) was to have the one moiety thereof to him and tb his heirs ; it hav- 
ing been before this time within the flux of the tide. Thofe banks be- 
ing in the year 1565 broken in leveral parts by inundations, were re- 
paired j but were again damaged in 15-71^ when, for the greater fe- 
curjty of the banks hereafter, they firfl began to ered houfes thereon, 
the memory of which is Rill preferved in a ftreet there,, called Wapping- 
wal'l. 

In an ad of parliament [34, 35 Hen. Vllt, c. 21.] relating to grants of 
lands by the king, it is enaded, that for over-grants of lands, more than 
was fpecified and intended by the king, the grantees fiiall pay to the 
king after the rate of twenty years pur chafe. Yet this is by no means 
a rule to judge of the value or purchafe of lands at that time, which 
certainly was very much lower than this, valuation, which mofl: proba- 
bly was intended as a punilhment and a caution to all grantees not to 
conceal the quantum of the crown’s grants. 

The flreets of the town of Cambridge were direded to be paved with 
ftone. [35 F//I, c. 1.6.4 

And in the fame year, a very good ftatute (the firfl of the kind) was 
made for preferving the woods of England, as well for the benefit of 
houfe and fliip-timber as for firing, [35 Hen. VIII, c, 17.] Tfiis ftatute 
was afterwards made perpetual, [i 2 IIi%. c. 25.] 

,Byan ad of parliament of the fame year fc. 24.] we find that 200 
acres of land (100 of meadow and 100 of pafture) at Maddingley in 
Cambridgefhire, with the appurtenances, are thereby declared to be in 
the whole of the yearly value of ten pounds:, and fo letten to fiirra, to 
the Afe and intent that the profits thereof fhould be for the fees and 
wages t)f the knights (in parliament) for the county of Cambridge and 
this land therefor was called the fhire-manor and. was now adually , 
let to John Hinde ferjeant-at-law for that ftim yearly, being at \ 2 d per 
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acre yearly rent. This is a betfer guide to the true value of lands in 
thofe times than the preceding quotation from c. 21 of the fame year, 
which lands may at prefent be worth near twenty times as much. 

In the fame year we have another ftatute [c. 4.] for repairing and re- 
building decayed houfes and wafte places in the following towns (exadt- 
ly in the fame flyle as the ads of 1535, 1541, and 1542), viz. Shrewf- 
bury, Chefter, Ludlow, Haver ford-weft, Pembroke, . Tenby, Caermar- 
then, Montgomery, Cardiff, Swanefle, (2. <?. Swanfey) Cowbridge, New 
Radnor, and Preftend (i. e. Prefteing) in Radnorftiire ; Brecknock and 
Monmouth; Malden in Eflex ; Abergavenny, Ulke, Caerleon and New- 
port in Monmouthlhire ; Lancafter, Prefton, Lyrepoole, (i. e, Liverpool) 
and Wigan in Lancafhire. 

A judicious obfcrver will naturally remark that there is fuch a thing 
as fafiiion or example even in the important fubjed of ads of parlia- 
ment. Thus one age (from an applauded example or two) runs mofe 
into one kind of reformation of abufes, another age into fome other 
kind, for the fame reafon. This and the before mentioned other three 
ftatutes fufficiently exhaufted the fubjed they relate to, having therein 
adually gone through not. only almoft all the confiderable cities* and 
towns of the kingdom, London excepted, but have even defcended to 
feveral towns which neither are, no-r ever were of confideration enovigh 
to have fo much regard paid to them ; yet it is not to be denied that 
the defign in general is very laudable. After the refto ration of King 
Charles IT, the making of rivers navigable, and the repairing and deep- 
ening of harbours, had a confiderable run ; and the laft and prefent ge- 
neration have run partly into that likewife ; but the prefent age more 
efpecially into bridges and public roads. 

1545. — According to Herrera’s Hiftory of Spanilh America, the un- 
paralleled filver mines of the mountain Potofi in Peru, which had been 
difcovered a little time before, but till now concealed from the king’s 
officers, were now firft regiftered in the king of Spain’s books. It feems 
an Indian, running up that mountain after a deer, difcovered the firft 
mine, by laying hold of and tearing up by the root a fhrub which grew 
out of a vein of ore. The next year other veins Were difcovered on this 
feeminglyinexhauftible mountain, which being noifed abroad, it brought 
moft.of the inhabitants of the town of La Plata to fettle there'; fo that 
in a flioit time, in the neighbourhood of thofe mines, there fprung up 
the largeft town in all Peru, where there is a prodigious trade.- The 
mountain lies in 2t degree? and 40 rninutes of fouth latitude, yet, be- 
eaufe of its great height, it is cold and dry, and by nature barren, pro- 
ducing neither fruits nor -grafs. The colour of its earth is a dark red. 
Such was the riches drawn from thofe mines, that even in thofe times 
' the king’s fifth amounted to one million and a half of pieces of eight 
jeariy,. although in. thofe early days they robbed the- king* of much, of 
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liis due, not one third part of the filver being ftamped and regiftered. 
He adds, that in the year 1585,. they counted nr millions that had 
paid the king’s fifth from the firft difcovery of the mines to that year, 
befide an immenfe quantity that had never paid the fifth. It feems it 
was at firft found to be very difficult to feparate the metal from the 
earth or drofs by dint of fire, the antients being ignorant of the repa- 
ration of filver by mercury, although they knew that of gold, and 
thought that mercury would not cleave to any other metal but gold. 
The Spaniards, however, afterward difcovered that it would cling to 
’■filver alfo, though not fo foon ; but it has no effed upon other metals. 
And fince this difcovery, the poorer ore, which cannot be refined by 
fire, is not loft as formerly; for the quickfilver perfedlly clears the fii- 
ver without fire. There were (it feems) no quickfilver mines in Eu- 
rope, according to our author. Until after the difcovery of America, 
excepting thofe of Carinthia in Germany, and of Almadin in Spain; 
but in the year 1 566 they difcovered one near Guamanga in Peru, 
whereby the crown gets (it is faid) 400,000 dollars of clear profit an- 
nually, befides what is gained by cleanfing the metal with mercury, 
amounting to a vaft fum. Two-thirds of all the filver which comes 
from America to Europe (fays our author) cOmes.from Peru. 

To this account of the moft famous filver mines in the univerfe, and 
of the great improvement in refining the metal by quickfilver, handed 
down to us by fo authentic an author, we may venture to add, that 
fince Herrera’s days, there have been other very rich filver mines dif- 
covered in Peru, and particularly, it is faid, there was a very rich one 
difcovered near Gufeo fo lately as the year 1713. 

Under this fame year Daniel tells us of a French fiiip of war carry- 
ing 100 large brafs cannon; yet he neverthelefs owns in general, that 
the largeft ftiips of war in former times were not to be compared for 
bulk with thofe of modern times, fince in old times large fleets were 
fitted out from harbours, where now Ihips of a moderate fize have not 
water enough to float them, of which Havre de Grace (built by King 
Francis I), and many other places, are inftances. Our Englifh naval, 
hiftorians think that fiiips had not, as at prefent, gun port-holes till 
this time, before which they only placed a few cannon on tl^eir upper 
decks, and on their prow and poop, fighting with cannon in fhips l?e 
ing but lately come into ufe. Daniel therefore may be miftaken as to 
tKe date . of his 100 gun fiiip. 

1546. — -Intereft, or ufe for money lent (jn thofe days, and always 
known by the name of ufury) wns now firft fettled in England by a 
ftatute [37 Henry VIIl, c. 9.], intitled, ‘ How offenders in ufury lhall be 
‘ punifiied.’ Before this time (fays the judicious Sir Jofiah Child), there 
was no law for limiting the rate of intereft ; there was then little trade, 
and as little money in the nation ; wherefor every man took fuch an ’ 
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intereft for what money he could put t>ut as .he could get, which in 
futidry inftanees (to be found in hiftory here and there) was before 
this time generally higher than. 10 per cent, as partly too appears from- 
the ilrong expreflions in this law, the preamble whereof fays, ‘ That 
‘ fundry ftatutes have been made for the avoiding and puniflmaent of 
. ‘ ufury, being a thing unlawful,’ (and yet with the fame breath thefe 
lawgivers edablilh it, for this was the church’s opinion of thofe times,, 
though never uniformly put in pradlice), ‘ and of other corrupt bar- 
‘ gains, fhifts, and chevifances ; which ftatutes are fo obfcure and dark 
‘ in intents*, and are of fo little- force, that By reafon thereof little or 
‘ no puniftiment hath enfaed to the o&nders of the fame ; for reform- 
‘ ation whereof (fays the preamble gravely), be it enadled, that all 
* former ftatutes concerning ufury, ftiifts, &c.. and all forfeitures and- 
‘ penalties concerning the fame, be henceforth utterly void.’ 

Next, this aft prohibits the tricks made ufe of to evade the laws pro- 
hibiting ufury ; as, I) The fliifc by felling merchandize to a perfon,. 
and within three inonths after baying the fame of him at a lefler price. 
II) None fhall, hy w’ay of any corrupt bargain, lone, efchange,, chew- 
ifance, fliift, in-tereft of any wares, merchandizes, or other thing what- 
ever, or by any corrupt or deceitful way, or by any covin, engine, or 
deceitful way of conveyance, receive or a^cepu, in lucre or gains, for the 
forbearing or giving day of payment of one whole year, of and for his- 
or their money, or other thing that Ihall be due for the fame wares. 
Sic., above the fum of ten pound in the hundred, neither for money 
nor merchandize, nor yet for mortgages of lands and tenements, under? 
the forfeiture of treble the value of the principal money lent, and of 
the iftues and profits of the faid lands or tenements, and fliali alfo be 
imprifoned, and make fine and ranfom at the king’s will and • pleafure; 
Of this forfeiture one moiety to be the king’s, and the other the in- 
former’s f . 

in a treaty of peace between England and France, Henry YIII agreed 
to furrender Boulogne and its territory to Francis I in eight years time* 
on condition of being paid by Francis two millions of gold crowns, &c. ; 
and all new impofitions on commerce in either kingdom for the laft fifty 
years werg agreed to be abolifhed. [Fcedera, F. xv, />. 93.] Hall’s chronicle 
fays, that juft before the conclufion of this treaty, the Englifh fleet en- 
tered the river Seine with 1 60 fail of large fhips, and came before the 
town of Havre de Grace, where the French fleet was, confifting of 200 
fhips and 26 galleys of force, whereof the pope had fent 20; but a ftorm 
foon feparated the two fleets withour any aftion. 

^ They were apparently fo fraimd, on purpofe determining that interefl for the ufe of money was 
to leave room to avoid the pendties, while, to in no cafe lawful, repealed this law ; buf* the wifer 
pleafe the clergy, all ufury was declared fmful and parliament of the 13th year of Elizabeth reftored 
unlawful. . it, as will be fcen in due time* 

f The good people in the reign of Edward VI, 
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The great wealth of the TuggerS, merchants of Augfburg, now liv- 
ing at Antwerp (already mentioned in the year 1535), is further illnC- 
trated by an acquittance of Anthony Fugger and nephews to King 
Henry VIII of England, and to the city of London (bound with him) , 
for L 152,180 Flemifh, which the king had borrowed of them. [Fa?~ 
dera, V.xy,p. loi.]* 

And in the following year, King Edward VI borrowed of the fame 
perfons 129,750 Caroline florins, on the fecurity of the city of London. 
IFoedera, V. xv, p,.i 52.] Thus we fee that in thofe times the monarchs 
were obliged to fupport their own credit by the fecurity of this great 
metropolis. 

Henry VIII granted a licence to two Florentine merchants therein 
named, to import, for three years to come, the following rich mer- 
chandize, which (he fays) were for the pleafure of ns and our deareffc 
wife the queen, our nobles, gentlemen, and others; viz. All kinds of 
goldfmith’s work of gold and filver, all kinds of ikins and furs, of fa- 
bles, &c. all forts of cloths of tiflue of gold, filver, tinfel, velvet, and' 
filk, cloths of tapeflry and arras mixed with gold and filver, all forts of 
fringes and lace wrought with gold and filver, or otherwife, of ail which 
the king was to have the firft fight and the refufal. \Foiderar V. xv., 
p. 105 ] The luxury of drefs was. at.leafl as great in thofe days as the 
prefent, though not fo generally diffufed. 

By a ftatute [37 Hen. VJII, c. 21.] two parilh churches, or one 
church and a chapel, not being above one mile afunder, and- one of 
them not exceeding the yearly value of L 6, might be united into one, 
with the confent of the bifliop, patrons, and incumbent, &c. - It feems 
by the preamble to this adi, that there were many parfonages in Eng- 
land, whereof the glebes, tithes, and other yearly profits, were not fuf- 
ficient to maintain a priefl or curate for the benefit of the pariftiioners >; 
and as within a mile or lefs of the faid poor parfonage,. there happens ^ 
in many places to be another parifti church fituated as conveniently for 
the faid parifliioners as their own church may be; and whereas the ex- 
penfe of fupporting the two churches, for reparations, &c. is greater 
than fuch poor parifliioners can.. bear ; therefor, if one of thofe church- 
livings happen not to exceed the yearly value of L 6 in the king's books, , 
it may be united, to the other parilh . church ;., yet the union may be af— 
terwards made void, provided the parifhi oners of fuch poor parilh fliall, 
in one year after fuch union, properly fecure to the incumbent of the 
faid parilh the yearly payment . of fo much money as, with the fum that 
the faid parilhes rated at in the king’s court of firfl; fruits- and tenths, 
lhall amount to the full fura.of L 8 yearly. , 

• ' ' ' ' ■ 

The Fuggers, by licence from the king of failed to India, and owned a part of every cargo 
Bortogah ufed 10 .fend -a 'fador in each fhip that of pepper imported. p. 160.3 
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Henry VIII, By his laft will and teftament, among other things, ' be 
* queaths to his daughters Mary and Elizabeth, at their marriages, they 
‘ being married to any outward (foreign) potentate (by the advice of 
‘ his counfellors), if he beftow them not in his lifetime, ten thoufand 
‘ pounds, in money, plate, jewels, and houfehold fluff, for each of 
‘ them, or a larger fum, at the difcretion of the executors.’ [Fc&^/era, 
p 116.] 

f-547.— In. this year, the firft of King Edward' YI, Peter Baude, a 
'Frenchman, was the firfl who iti England caft iron ordnance or can- 
non, fays the author of an 8vo book, intitled, Englifli worthies in 
church and ftate (London, 1684). As the Engliflj made ufe of can- 
non 200 years prior to this time, it is fomewhat flrange they were fo 
late in making iron ones at home 

Thuanus [Z. 129.] fpeaking of the progrefs of filk from the eaft to 
the weftern parts, relates, that, in the reign of King Francis I Of 
France (who died this year), filk profpered in Touraine, but more efpe- 
cially in Provence, as lying moft foutherly, and alfo at Avignon, Lyons, 
and feveral other parts of France; but near Paris, the climate was 
found not to be proper for it, though the greateft care was taken of the 
filk-worms at Fontainebleau. 

The flatute againft vagabonds [1 Edw. FI, c. 3.] carries, fo many 
marks of the antient bondage of the lower clafs of the people of England, 
that it is no wonder it was repealed in the fame reign, and ftill farther 
in the 39th of Queen Elizabeth, as Improper for a free and commercial 
people. It enadls, ‘ That a runagate fervant, or any other who liveth^ 
‘ idly and loiteringly by the fpace of three days, being brought before 
‘ two juftices of the peace, they fiiall caufe him to be marked with an 
‘ hot iron on the breaft, with the mark V, and adjudge him to be the 
‘ Have of him who brought him for two years after, who lhall take the 

faid Have, and give him bread, water, or fmall drink, and refufe 
‘ meat, and caufe him to wmrk by beating, chaining, or otherwife, in 
‘ fuch work and labour as he fliall put him to, be it never fo vile ; and 
‘ if fuch Have abfent himfelf from his faid mafter within the faid term 
‘ of two years, by the fpace of fourteen days, then he lhall be marked 
‘ on the forehead, or the bail of the cheek, with an hot iron, with the 
‘ fign of an S, and farther lhall be adjudged to be Have to his faid maf- 
‘ ter for ever ; and if the faid lla%: lhall run away the fecond time, -he 
‘ lhall be adjudged a felon. It fliall be lawful to every perfon, to whom 
‘ any lhall be adjudged a Have,, to put a ring of iron about his neck, 

^ Stow, whom ..this author of worthies invented Sy them j and that Bawd continued in 

is perhaps following, fays, that ia the year ?543> reign of Edward VI to make ordnance of call 
jhlenry VHI employed Ptiter Bawd a Frenchman, iron, and was the in(lru 6 :or of a fucceffion of 
' and another foreigner called Peter Van Collen, to artills in that manufadlure^ {^Annales^ p. 983 , ed^ 
make mortars for bo(hbs, . which he reprefents as i 6 oo»[] M* 






A. n. *547. 99 

^ arm, or leg.-i-A juftic? of peace may bind a beggar’s man-child ap- 
* prentice to the age of fourteen years, and a woman-child to the age 
‘ of twenty years, to, any that will require them ; and if the faid child 
‘ run away, then his mailer may retain and ufe him for the term 
‘ aforefaid as his ilave *.-,^11 impotent, maimed, and aged perfons, who 
‘ cannot be taken for vagabonds, ihall have convenient houfes pro- 
‘ vided for them, and otherwife ihall be relieved in the cities or towns 
^ where they were born, or were moil converfant, by the ipace of three 
‘ years, by the willing and charitable difpohtion of the parifhioners, 

‘ and none other ihall be fuffered to. beg there.' This very lame claufe 
contains an exprefs contradidiion, the iiril part of it being an injiindlion 
in behalf of the poor, and the latter part leaving it to the willing and 
charitable difpolition of people. Such proviiions for the difabled and 
* aged poor are to be found in the’ ilatute-book both before and after 
this time ; but as they were merely recommendatory, they always prov- ■ 
ed ineffedlual. 

At this time, it feems, the antient city of York was much decayed. 
A ilatute of the fame year [c. 9.], reprefents its deeleniion in the fol- 
lowing terms, viz. ' In that city and fuburbs there are many pariih- 
‘ churches, which heretofore (the fame being well inhabited and re- 
‘ • plenilhed with people) were good and honefl; livings for learned in- 
‘ cumbeifts, by reafon of the privy tithes of the rich merchants, and^ 

‘ of the offerings of a great multitude ; vrhich livings being now fo 
‘ much decayed by the ruin and decay of the faid city, and of the trade 
‘ of merchandize there, the revenues and profits of divers of the fame 
benefices are not, at this; prefent time, above the clear yearly value of 
‘ L.i: 6 : 8 ; fo that a great fort of them are not a competent and hon- 
‘ eft living for a good curate; yea, and no perfon will take the cure, 

‘ but that of neceffity there is fome chantry-prieft, or elfe fome late re- 
‘ ligious perfon monk), being a ftipendiary, taken and appointed , 
‘ to the find cure and benefice, which, for the moft part, are unlearned 
‘ and very ignorant perfons; Wherefore the mayor and recorder of. 
‘ that city, and the ordinary or his deputy, and fix juftices of peace in 
‘ the faid city,' are hereby empowered to unite the., faid parifhes into * 
‘ fewer number, vizi fo many of the faid pari fhes into one-* parifh', as- 
‘ fliall to them be thought convenient to he a living for one honeft in- 
‘ cumbent, fo as the clear yearly value exceed not L 20. , The, fuper- - 
‘ lluous churches fhall be pulled, down, toward the ..reparation .and en- 
‘ largement of the other churches, or of the bridges of the faid city, . 
‘ and the, relief of the poor.’ The reft of. this atft contains a provifion 

The,^word Have is repeated here feveu tmes, and twice more in a claufe, not tranfcrlbed, conf em--' 
Ing clerks atiainted. or convided. 
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for the then ineumbents of united pariflies , the king’s firft fruits and 
tenths, &c. * 

Ads of parliament frequently do not fet^ forth the true grounds of 
the evils they are defigned to redify ; and it may be proper to remark 
on this ftatute, that the fmallnefs of thofe livings in York (as in many 
t)ther places) was probably owing to the reformation from popery, 
whereby the ignorant and ill-judged zeal of the laity received a great 
check. Dying perfons, and others, in ignorant times, frequently 
ereded and endowed new pariflies unneceflarily j and many of thofe en- 
dowments being even at firft but fmall, when at the reformation the 
privy tithes of the rich, and the offerings of the multitude failed, and 
money alfo became gradually lefs valuable, they became totally inade- 
quate to the fupport of the incumbent, for which a wrong caufe was 
often affigned. The zealous multiplying of pariflies in many cities and 
towns in old times, renders it impoffible to form any certain judgment 
of the number of inhabitants from that of the pariflies. Thus, for in- 
flance, Newcaftle upon Tyne has but, four pariflies, though it pro- 
bably may now contain 40,000 inhabitants ; and York has ftill twenty- 
eight pariflies, with lefs than half the population. Oxford and Cam- 
bridge have each of them above thrice as many pariflies as Newcaflle, 
with little more than a quarter of the number of people in each, and 
the like might be faid of many other places. 

The herring-filhing of the Hollanders was now fo confiderable, and 
was efteemed fo precious by them, that their great penfionary De Wit 
\lntereji of Holland', part ii, c. i .] relates, ‘ That the ftates of Holland, 

“ though then but low, and although it was in a time of peace, fitted 
‘ out eight fliips of war for the defence of the fifhery.’ 

Voltaire, in his introduction to his eflay on the age of Louis XIV, 
fpeaking of the times of King Francis I, fays, ‘ the French, though 

poflefled of harbours both on the ocean and Mediterranean, were yet 
‘ without a navy ; and though immerfed in luxury, had only a few 
* coarfe manufactures. The Jews, Genoefe, Venetians, Portuguefe, 

^ Flemings, Dutch, and Englifli, traded fucceflively for us, we being ig- 
‘ norant even of the firft principles of commerce.’ 

The ftatute [i Edw. VI, c. 1 4.] which now granted the king all the popifli 
chantries, &c. in England not difpofed of by the 37th of Henry VIJI, c. 
4, directed part of the rents fettled on thofe chantries to be applied to- 
ward the maintenance of piers, juttees; walls, or banks, againft the rage 
of the fea, havens, and creeLs. It had been well if that application 
had duly taken place for fo national a benefit. And by another aCl 
[3 Edw. VI, c. 5.], all the*fee-farms payable by any city or town-cor- 
pcfrate to the crown, are directed, during the three following yelrs, to 
-be beftowed folely upon the reparation of walls and bridges, and fet- 
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ting tlie poor on wo rlc, or other good deeds, in every fuch city and 
town. Bnt few or none of thefe good deeds were ever put in pradiice. 

1.548 — -A very neceflary ftatute was alfo made [2 , 3 Edw. J^l, c. 1 5 .] for 
reftraining the fellers of all kinds of provifions from combining together, 
not to fell but at a fixed price ; and alfo for reflraining workmen and 
labourers from combining not to do their works but at a certain fixed 
price, or to do but a certain work in a day, or not to work but at cer- 
tain hours. A claufe, wifely intended, was added to this adl, licenfing 
’all workmen concerned in building houfes, &c. to follow their occupa- 
tions in all cities and towns-corporate, although they did not live there- 
in, nor Were free of fuch corporations, fiut this wife claufe was re- 
pealed by a ftatute [3, Ed-w. VI, c. 20.], apparently by the interpofi- 
tion of the city of London. It l^ts forth, that the city of London be- 
ing the king’s chamber, and moft antient city of this realm, the artifi- 
cers and craftfmen of the arts, crafts, and myfteries, are at great cofts 
and charges in taxes, tallages, fubfidies, fcot, lot, and other charges, as 
well to the king’s raajefty as to the faid city, and at many and fundry 
triumphs, and other times, for the king’s honour ; and that if foreign- 
ers (non-freemen) fhould come and work among them, within the li- 
berties of the city , contrary to their antient privileges, the fame fhould 
^ be.a grg3.t decay of cunning, and an impoverifhment and driving away 
of the freemen, being artificers of the crafts, arts, and myfteries afore- 
faid, within the city of London, to the great hurt and deftrudfion of the 
faid city. Though the reafons for this repeal are expreffed as above only 
inrefpecl to London, yet the repeal being general, took in all other cor- 
poration cities and towns; and fo it remains to our own times, contrary 
to the opinion of moft wife and judicious men. 

There was a kind of Lent enjoined, partly ecclefiaftical and’ partly 
political, by a ftatute [2, 3 Edw.VI, c. 19.], whereby, although in 
the preamble it is exprefsly admitted, ‘ That all days and all meats be 
‘ of their nature of one equal purity and holinefs, none of which can 
‘ defile chriftian men ; yet forafmuch as divers of the king’s fubjecfts, 

‘ turning their knowlege therein to fatisfy their fenfuality, have of late 
‘ more than in times paft, broken and contemned fuch abftinence as 
‘ have been ufed in this realm upon the Fridays, and Saturdays, ember- 
‘ ing days, and other days commonly called vigils, and in the time 
‘.•commonly called Lent •; and confidering that due and godly abftin- 
‘ ence is a mean to virtue, and to fubdue men’s bodies to their foul 
‘ and fpirit ; and confidering alfo. that fifliers may thereby the rather 
“ be fet on v/ork, whereby much flefh fhalk be faved and increafed ; 

‘ and alfo for divers other confiderations, it was enadled, that all form- 
‘ er laws concerning falling be repealed ; — that none cat flefh on Fri- 
‘ days, Saturdays, and embering days, nor in Lent, nor on any fuch’ 
' ‘ other day as is and has been accounted a filh day (this- claufe feems 


to be purpofely exprefled very loo.f?ly fqr a loophole), on pain of for- 
feiting iq/" for the firft offenee, apd ten days imprifonment, without 
all that time eating any fleih, and ^of and twenty days imprifonment 
for the fecond and for every following offence — This ad was ‘ not to 
‘ extend to any who might have the king’s licence, nor to aged, weakly, 

‘ fick, or maimed perfons, nor to women with child or lying-in, nor to 
‘ prifoners, nor to the king’s lieutenants, or captains of his army or 
* forts j neither was it to extend to St. Lawrence even, St. Mark’s day, 

‘ nor to any, who heretofore had obtained licence from the archbilhop 
‘ of Canterbury.’ 

An, ad [a, 3 VI, c. 6.] for the encouragement of the New- 

foundland and Iceland fifheries, obferves in the preamble, that within 
a few years pad: the officers of the admiralty had exaded fums of mo- 
ney, ihares of filh, See, from the fifhermen, to the great difeourage- 
ment of the fifheries, and damage of the whole commonwealth ; and" 
djerefor enadled, that all fuch exadions fliould be abolilhed. 

About this time the Emperor Charles V is faid to have begun to 
execute a defign he had long been forming, of reducing the republic of 
Genoa to a ffate of abfolute dependence on him, thereby to keep a 
door always open for his armies from, Spain to pafs into Italy. For the 
Genoefe, notwithftanding the decay of their former vaff commerce, were 
ffill immenfely rich, and being great bankers and dealers in mon^, he 
reafonably concluded, that if, by extraordinary allowances for intereft, he 
could draw their moneys into his exchequer, he Ihould, in that cafe, pof- 
fefs himfelf of the fureft pledges he could have of their fidelity. In this - 
year, therefor, that emperor being in the Netherlands, fent for his 
eldeft fon Philip, who failing from Barcelona to Genoa (in order to go 
through Germany to his father), the Genoefe, for a fortnight together, 
entertained him with furprifing magnificence (fays their hiftorian De 
Mailly). The prince, whilft there, propofed to the republic that the 
Spaniards fliould build a citadel in their fuburbs, the garrifon of which 
would fecure them from the frec|uent confpiracies and tumults they 
were fo liable to. But that propofal was unanimoufly rejedled by the 
fenate, who were with very good reafon fufpicious of his great reti- 
nue, whicl>occafioned a great fquabble between them and the Genoefe, 
and made the prince 'glad to leave Genoa. Whereupon (fays De 
Mailly) the emperor took other meafures to fecure to himfelf the fide,- 
lity of the Genoefe ; for. he determined never to pay the fums which 
he had borrowed of them for his occafions in Italy and the Nether- 
lands (fee alfo %huani. hijioria, L. Ixi.) but only to pay them the''inter- 
eft, to the end that remaining always in their debt, they might live in 
a conftant dread of embroiling themfelves with a prince who ’’owed 
them fo much. His fon Philip II improved upon his father’s fcheme, 
whereby many millions of money were borrowed of them on the fe- 
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curky of the duties on the commerce of Spain and America. But 
- Philip being foon after gi'eatly exhaufted by his Netherland wars, not 
* * only fufpehded the payment of any part of the principal, but even of 
'• the intereft, which produced much clamour and diftrefs at Genoa, 

■ where fo many families lived entirely on the interell of the money got- 
ten in traffic by their anceftors fong Philip’s real or pretended iha- 
bihty to pay even the intereft of tliofe vaft fums, made him at firft be- 
gin to cavil with the creditors, on account of pretended mifreckonings, 
and to irifift that he had overpaid their intereft; He therefor obtained 
the pope’s approbation for deducting out of their principal debt fo 
much as they had received more than what his holinefs and King Phi- 
lip thought fit to call legal intereft. On their capital, however, thus 
reduced, it is faid by fome (thot^gh it feems untruly) that the court of 
^jfSpain were ever after pundfual in paying the intereft. By thofe vaft 
. ..viSans the Genoefe are faid, in a great meafure, to have governed the 
rate of intereft in other parts of Europe. Thus at firft they had ten 
per cent from thofe princes, afterwards it was reduced to feven per 
cent, and fince lower ; and probably the fixing of ufury at ten per 
cent by law in England in the year i 546, took its^ rife from theprac- 
jjce of Genoa f. • 

King Edward VI granted a penfion of L 166 : 1 3 : 4 to Sebaftian 
Cabot, who muft then have been an old manh, it being fifty-three years 
fince his voyage with his father to the American coafts in the reign of 



^ families are faid to live in the fame 

inannef^ow at Antwerp, the great commerce of 
which has long ago declined : So comfortable are 
the effeds even of a departed commerce to the 
fiicceediiig generations. 

f The following paragraph of Mr. Anderfon’s 
being foreign to commercial hiilory, is inferted 
here, that his patriotic zeal may not be fap- 
preffed : 

And here let us add a melancholy and moft in- 
terefting remark (for the ferious conlideration of 
thofe to whom it more immediately relates in our 
own days), which was made many years ago by 
the ingenious Dr. D’Avenant, in his difcvOuiTes on 
the public revenues and trade of England, (in 
Svo, anno 1698,) f That thofe large anticipations 

* of King Philip II, which were continued from 
‘■^ear to year, without any meafures thought on 

* for lelTening the debt, have more cpntiibuted to 
< link the Spanilh' monarchy than all iheir other 
« bad counfels put together. The chief branches 

of that kingdom's revenue being . employed in 
‘ payment of interell of money borrowed 100 
‘ years ^o, the nourifhment which lliould fup. 
‘ port t!Te body politic being diverted another 
‘ way, it becomes weak and unable to refill ac^ 
‘ cidents : And when a people fo involved come 


‘ to be engaged ia a foreign war, it is quickly 
‘ evident to their enerhies, that they are not much 
to be feared for their power ; and to their 
‘ friends, that they are not to be depended 
‘ on for help.^ All which, we fear,, hiay foon 
become eminently the cafe much nearer home, 
than it was at the time when tliat able author thus 
folidiy warned the government to beware of anti- 
cipations, the whole national debt fcarcely amount- 
ing in 1698 to ten millions. And although we 
have not intended nor prefurned to dedicate any 
part of our work to any rniniiler of ftate what- 
ever, yet upon a review of this important remark 
of D'Avehaiit’s, the author, with profound re- 
fped, and purely out of his warrh zeal for the 
public welfare, ntoll humbly prefumes to dedicate 
and recommend , to our preient patriot rniniilry, 
and to their fiicceifors in power, - this iingle para- 
graph only, for their molt ferious conOderacion, 
as they w'ould have the glorious epitliet of patriot 
joined to their names to iatell poflerity, humbly 
praying that his lionell zeal may not be conilrued 
as didlating.M) his fuperiors, wliicli he is far from 
prefuming to do. 

J He was alive 26th May 1557, on which day 
he furrendered his penhon. {Fueler V* xv, - 
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Kmg Henry VII ; and the penfion was continued to him during life 
by ^een Mary. \Fcedera, pp. i8i, 427,] He was governor of 

the Rnffia company ; and for the reft of his life the great diredor of 
our naval expeditions. 

That good young prince gave great affiftance to perfecuted foreign 
proteftants, many thoufands of whom fettled in fundry parts of Eng- 
land, but principally at London, Southwark, Canterbury, Sandwich, 
Maidftone, Southampton, Norwich, and Colchefter, where they had 
the free exercife of their religion in feparate congregations (fome of 
which remain to the prefent time) and where manufactures were fo 
greatly cultivated and improved by their means, as not only to enrich 
thofe places where they were fettled, but to prove very beneficial to 
the whole kingdom. In the fhort perfecuting reign of Queen Mary 
thofe poor people were forced again^to fly beyond fea ; but at her 
death they returned to their habitations. They confifted of Walloons, 
Germans, French, Italians, Polanders, and Switzers ; and there was in 
thofe times even a congregation of proteftant Spaniards in London. 

We have already remarked, that the humour of inclofing the lands 
of England for pafture, inftead of arable, had made the common people, 
at different times, very uneafy, infomuch that they had now begun vio- 
lently to lay them open by infur redions in many counties, withouT 
having patience for their being laid open by a proclamation rrouTflic’ 
king already iffued, becaufe the proprietors were not fo quick in obey- 
ing it as the mob expeded. And of all others that in Norfolk in this 
year was the moft remarkable and furious, headed by Ket a tanner in 
Windham, and Flowerdew, who, by firing beacons and ringing^ bells, 
drew many thoufands of the lower people of Norfolk and Suffolk to 
join them, and committed many grievous and fhocking outrages. They 
did infinite damage and mifchief to the city of Norwich, w’hich they 
almoft laid defolate, by either driving the induftrious and wealthy in- 
habitants out of it, or elfe raiferably butchering them, infomuch that it, 
became a receptacle for idle, loofe, and extravagant vagrants : ‘ In 
‘ which condition (fays Roger Coke in. his reflections on the Eaft-India 

* and African companies, printed anno 1695), it was thought fo dan- 

* gerous to the government, that in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth’s 
‘ reign, it was often debated in council whether for this caufe it fliould 
‘ not be ■ deniolifhed. But a better fate attended that noble citj, 

‘ through the wifdom of that great queen, and the cruelty of the Ne- 

therland perfecution about twenty years after this time/ This infur- 
reCtion occafionedthe flaughter of' about 5000 of the rioters, Ket their 
leader being hanged on the top of Norwich caftle. 

There had indeed been, many inclofures lately inade out offwafte, 

' marlhy, and other kinds of barren and common grounds, whereby 
great improvements were effected. But as the poorer; fort were there- 
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by deprived of tbe benefit of fuch grounds for feeding tlleir cattle and 
for fuel, it is not much to be wondered at, that great clamours were 
.'^'thereby raifed, which at length burfl: out into open riots, firft in Kent, 
and afterwards in the counties of Efiex, Buckingham, Northampton, 

'■ Somei'fet, Lincoln, Norfolk, and Suffolk. 

Henry II, king of France, caufed the houfes in Paris to be numbered, 
which amounted to 10,000, exclufive of churches, chapels, monafteries, 
colleges, and other public edifices, and of nine market houfes ; and his 
fon Gbarles IX found 100,000 perfons in this city, befides ftrangers, 
fervarits, and churchmen. 

An ad of Parliament was pafied {3, 4. Edw. VI, c. 2.] with many 
good provifions againft frauds in the woollen manufa dure ; fuch as for 
the clothier’s feal on his cloth ; ^gaiitft overftretching the cloths; for 
'-^he well-dying of cloths ; for'the well-dying of all wools to be convert- 
into cloths, or into hats or caps ; againft putting any deceitful thing 
upon cloth, fuch as flocks, chalk, flower, ftarch, &c. ; againft the ufe 
of iron cards in the rowing of cloths ; alfo for the juft meafuring of 
cloths, • For all thefe purpofes overfeers are direded to be annually 
s appointed, not only in corporation towns, by their chief magiftrates, 
^-jgjntly with the wardens, &c. of the clothworkers, but in towns, vil- 
^ aji d hamlets not incorporated, by the juftices of the peace jointly 
with the clothworkers ; which overfeers fhould, at leaft once in every 
quarter of a year, or as often as they might think needful, vifit cloth- 
iers, drapers, dyers, and preflers houfes, fhops, 8cc. to which overfeers 
j_o ne-moietv is hereby given of all the forfeitures and penalties of this 
^ ad, and the other to the king, 8cc. This evidently fhows the care of 
the legiflature for that manufadure, and alfo that it was at this time uni- 
verfally fpread all over the kingdom, and in a flourifhing condition *. 

,1550 — A treaty of perpetual peace, and of mutual intercourfe of 
commerce, was concluded between Edward VI of England and Henry 
IT of France. The fubftance of what relates to commerce is as fol- 
lows, 

I) A free and undifturbed commerce Ciall be between both na- 



tions. 

II) The (hips of both nations going out armed, fliall, as ’'in former 
treaties, ftill give fecurity not to injure the other party in any refped. 

<*III) King Edward agrees, that in fix wrecks time he will reftore to 
France the city, forts, and territory of Boulogne, In confideration 
thereof, Henry agrees to pay Edward 400,000 crowns of gold of 
the fun. For the performance of all which, ^^nd alfo of King Edward’s 
delivering up the cafties of Dungks and Lawder to Queen Mary of 

^ Another flaiute was palTed in the next feiTiou but one for the very fame purpofes. 
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Scotland, and for conditionally demolifhing the caftles of Aymouth and 
Roxburgh, hoftages vvere delivered on both fides. IFcedera, V. xv, i. 
p. 21 1.] 

In an acquittance for delivery of the artillery and ammunition of ' 
Boulogne, there is probably the earlieft mention of iron bullets (‘ boul- *" 
‘ letz de fer’} : notwithhanding which, we fhall fee that Hone bullets 
remained in ufe confiderably later than this time. {Fcedera, V. xv, 
p. 218.] 

The introduvlion of the inquifition in the Netherlands this year, 
created great uheafinefs, and even influenced commerce exceedingly. 
The emperor being defirous to have that infernal tribunal introduced 
into Antwerp, fo great was the influence of the Englifh merchants-ad- 
venturers at that time (fays Sleidan ir^ his Commentaries, L. xxii.), that 
the city had no other means for effectually influencing the emperor, but- '' 
to tell him, that the Englifh merchants would certainly leave the cify 
and country if he brought the inquifition thither, which proved eflFec- 
tual. For it feems the emperor, on a ftriCt inquiry, found that the Eng- 
lifh merchants-adventurers employed at leafl 20,000 perfons in the city 
of Antwerp alone, befides 30,000 more in other parts of the Nether- 
lands *. ^ : 

Antwerp having had new and very flrong walls built roun d it ahqiq L.^ 
this time (fays Guicciardin), including a large piece of ground foir ad- 
ditional new ftreets, 3000 houfes on new foundations were ereCled, and 
above 1000 old ones rebuilt larger and finer; fo that, Paris excepted 
(fays our author), there is hardly a city on this fide the Alps^t^;5it-,/?x-^^_ 
ceeds it in power and riches ; and as, in general, it may be reckon^ 
among the principal cities of Europe, fo particularly, with refpe<3; to its 
vaft commerce, it may be deemed almoft the firfl in the world f. 

Yet Heifs \_Hifiory of the empire^ V. \\^ p. 108.] obferves, that the em- 
peror having this year iflued his vigorous and famous ediCl againfi: the 
Netherland proteftants, eftablifliing fundry tribunals of inquifition for 
their fevere punifhment, the edi(9: paved the way for all the great changes 
which happened afterward in thofe provinces ; but its immediate effeCl 
(as it regarded commerce), was fpreading terror and defpair amongfl 
the manufacturers and merchants, which more efpecially began even 
now to affeCt the tranquillity of Antwerp^ 

, At this time Captain Bodenham made a trading voyage to the iflands 
c^ Candia and Chio in the Levant, where he took in wines, &c. At 
Ghio he found Englifh, as well as- French and Genoefe merchants. 
While Gandia remained fubjeCt to Venice, and Chio to Genoa, chriftian 
fhips conftantly traded tliither; but when the Turks afterwards con- 

^ It is prpjser to.obferYe, that this^accjount is *and therefor fome allowance muH be made on that 
from' a book written in vindication of the exclufive fcore in the computation, 

claims of the company of EngliOi merchant-ad- f I apprehend this mull be the fame enkrge- 
venturers, by J, Wheeler, their fecretary, in i6oi j ment already noted in the year 1545. M> 
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quered thofe iflands, the chriftian fhips frequented them no more, till 
^|.J, their refpedtive fovereigns concluded commercial treaties with the Ot- 
' Xp-^toman Porte. And this trade to thofe eaftern territories of Venice gra- 
- ’ dually brought on a dired trade to Turkey, as will be feen in its proper 
place *. 

We have feen. that the Portuguefe were acquainted with Japan ever 
fince the yeur 1542 ; they had got very great footing there about the 
year 1550, or perhaps a little later: but, in the end, the intemperate 
zeal of their priefts and miffionaries for the propagation of their reli- 
gion, alarmed the Japanefe to fuch a degree, that after they had found 
means to gain the emperor’s favour, and had (as their hiftorians allege) 
converted about a third part of the people of that empire, they were all 
put to the moft cruel deaths, and together with them all the poor Japan- 
'^^s.efe converts. Had the Portuguese contented themfelves with enjoying 
cr*toleration of their own religion for themfelves, they might probably 
have remained there to this day. 

The Portuguefe and others have accufed the Hollanders of having 
been inftrumental in this maflaere, becaufe they were the only chriftians 
^ excepted out of it. What is certain is, that they alone, of all chriftians, 
V.'>,»^re permitted to trade thither to this day, although indeed they are fo 
^ ftrid tly watched, that it is faid their guns, tackle, rudders, &c. are 

orO^hVon fhore as foon as they arrive, ever fince the year 1640, that 
they landed fome cannon and ammunition in a private manner, and 
had, it feems, adually begun to ered a fort, under the colour of its be- 
i n^g o^ Y a large warehoufe ; which defign, however, the Japanefe dif- 
’’“^veiF^in good time. Since then, the Dutch commerce to Japan is 
faid not to be near fo gainful as before, being only what they call in In- 



* The following palTage from the Journal of 
King Edward VI is well worthy of attention. — 
^ 1550, September^2. A proclamation was fet 

* forth, by the which it was commanded, i. That 

* no kind of victual, no wax, tallow, candles, nor no 

* fuch thing Ihould be carried over, except to Ca- 

* lais, putting in fureties to go thither* 2. That 

* no naan fhould buy or fell the fame things again, 

* except breakers, who fhould not have more than 
^ lO quarters of grain at once. 3. That all par- 
^ ties fhould divide themfelves into hundreds, rapes, 

* and wapentakes, to look in their quarters what 
^^•fuperfiuoas corn were in every barn, and appoint 

* it to be fold at a reafonable price. Alfo, that 

* one of them mufl: be in every market to fee the 
‘ corn bought. Furthermore, whoever fhipped 
‘ over any thing aforefaid to the parts beyond fea, 
‘ or Scotland, after eight days following the pub- 

* licatio^ of the proclamation, fhould forfeit his 
< fhip and the ware therein, half to the lord of the 
^ franchize, and half to the finder thereof ; whofo 
^ bought to fell again after the day aforefaid^^ fhould 


^ forfeit all his goods, farms, and leafes to the ufe,. 
* one half of the finder, the other half of the king ; 

< whofo brought not in corn to the market as he 

< was appointed, fliould forfeit L 10, except the 

< purveyors took it up, or it were fold to his 
‘ neighbours.^ 

It further appears from the fame Journal, that 
on the 15th of Odober 1550, prices were fet by 
authority of government on corn, butter, poultry, 
; and that letters were fent ^n the 20th of 
November to tl?e gentlemen of every fnire, defir-? 
ing them to enforce obedience to the proclama- 
tion for bringing provifions to markets. But the 
anfwers to thofe letters reprefented that it would 
be impolfible to compell the people to fell their 
goods for the bafe money then in circulation, 
(fee the table of money in the appendix, No. II) 
and the proclamation was annulled by a fubfe- 
quent one of the 29th of November, Such inuifc 
ever be the fate of any attempt to force the people 
to fell their goods without a fatisfiidory price; for^ 
people are never wiling to be robbed. Jkf, 

o 2 






j. vu • , A. JLJ. 1550. 

dia a -country trade, without having any houfe or factory there, i. e. a 
trade by voyaging from Batavia thither,, and back again to Batavia, or 
to fome other port in India ; and it is faid, that during their Ihort 
in Japan, they are always lliut up till their departure in a fmall ifland ■i 
near the port of Nangafaki, The prodiufhons of that great and opu- ' 
lent empire, are corn and rice, in great abundance ; the fined: of tea, 
porcelain and lacquered ware, far exceeding thofe of China; filk, cot- 
ton, drugs, coral, ivory, diamonds, pearls, and other pretious ftones ; 
alfo much gold and filver, fine copper, iron, lead, and tin. And the 
Dutch, in exchange, carry thither woollen and linen cloths, looking- 
glafles and other glafs-ware from Europe, and alfo the various merchan- 
dize of India, Perfia, and Arabia. 

1^51 — Provifions appear to have been very dear at this time in Scot- 
land ; for an ad: was palled [Mar. part, v, c. 25.] * anent the ordouring,/^ 
‘ of every mannis houfe which limited archbilhops, biftiops, and earfe", 
to eight dilhes of meat ; abbats, priors, and deans, to fix ; barons and 
freeholders to four ; and burgefles and fubftantial men, whether fpirit- 
ual or temporal, to three ; and decreed that only one kind of meat 
flrouldbe in each dilh. Marriage feafts, and entertainments made for 
foreigners by the lords fpiritual and temporal and the magiflrates qfh"--- 
burghs, are exempted from the rigour of this fumptuary law. _ 

Sixty velTels failed this year from Southampton loaded with "woui 101 
the Netherlands. So great was the demand for the woollen^manufadures 
of that country even now when England had made a confiderable pro- 
grefs in the fame manufadure. 

1 552. — The ftatute [37 Hen. VIII, c. 9.} for fixing the interefttJfn^'^'^*^ 
ney at ten per cent was now repealed, and an ad palTed [5, 6 Edw. Vly 
c. 20.] prohibiting all perfons from lending or forbearing any fum of 
money for ujury or increafe above the fum lent to be received or hoped for, 
upon pain of forfeiting the fum lent and the increafe, with iniprifon- 
ment and fine at the king’s pleafure. 

We have feen under the year 1515 a ftatute for afcertaining the 
length, breadth, and weight of Engiilh woollen cloths ; as alfo another 
more ample ftatute in the year 1549, for more, fully regulating the dif- 
ferent kinds of them. In this year we have another ftill more extenfive , 
law for the like purpoft [5, 6 Edw. VI, c. 6.], wherein the woollen ma- 
hufadures of all the different counties of England and Wales are afce^- 
tained, with refped; to lengths, breadths, weight, &c. whereby all for- 
mer'ftatutes concerning thi^fubjed are repealed. Yet, as perfed as this 
ftatpte might then be thought, there were many more fubfequent ones 
made on the fame fubjed? not only for afcertaining the" true dimenfions 
and \yeight of cloths, but for difcovering and reftraining frauds Snd ir~ 
.regularities in the manufadure ; the full recital of which would be both, 
drefome and unprofitable to the generality' of readers. 
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Another monopolizing a£i; was now railed relating to tlie manufac- 
ture of felt-hats and thrummed hats, coverlets, and dornecks (diaper li- 
"nen), though fomewhat more moderate than that in favour of the city 
of York in the year 1544 ; for this law only confines the making of 
thofe goods to the city of Norwich, and to all other corporate or mar- 
ket-towns of that county. [5, 6 Edw. VI, c. 24.] 

The time was now at length come that the eyes of the Englifii were 
to be opened to difcover the immenfe damage fuftained by fuffering the 
German merchants of the houfe or college in London, called the Steel- 
yard, fo long to enjoy advantages in the duty or cuftom of exported 
Englilh cloths, far beyond what the native Englilh enjoyed ; which fu- 
perior advantage enjoyed by thofe foreigners began about this time to 
be more evidently feen and felt, , as the foreign commerce of England 
-became more diffufed. 

The cities of Antwerp mid Hamburgh poflefled at this time the prin- 
cipal commerce of the northern and middle parts of Europe ; and their 
factors at the Steelyard ufually fet what prices they pleafed both on their 
imports and exports ; and having the command of all the markets in 
England, wdth joint or united fiocks, they broke all other merchants, 
ij^pon thefe confiderations, the Englilh company of merchants-adven- 
_turers ma de prelling remonftrances to the privy council. Thefe Han- 
heatics w^ere, .moreover, accufed (and particularly the Dantzickers) of 
defrauding the cuftoms, by colouring (i. taking under their own 
names, as they paid little or no cuftom) great quantities of the mer- 
eMft^ize of other foreigners not entitled to their immunities. They 
'^eremib accufed of having frequently exceeded the bounds of even the 
great privileges granted to them; yet, by the force of great prefents, 
they had purchafed new grants. They traded in a body, and thereby 
underfold and ruined others*. And having for the laft forty-five years- 
had the foie command of Our commerce, they had reduced the price of 
Englifti wool to 1/6 per ftone.. In the preceding year they had ex- 
ported no fewer than 41,000 woollen cloths of all ibrts, whilft. all the 
Englifti merchants together had in the fame year exported but 1,100 
cloths. The Steelyard merchants- were alfo- exempted from aliens’ du- 
ties, and yet all their exports and imports were, made in foreign bot- 
toms ; a very confiderable iofs_to the nation,. 

„ Upon mature confideration of thefe and fuch like reafons and argu- 
ments, as well as of the anfwer thereto, by the. Steelyard or Elanfeatic 
merchants, and of records, charters, treaties, depofitions of witnefles, 
and other proofs, it was made apparent to the king’s privy council, 
I) That all the libe.rties and privileges claimed, by, or pretended, to be 
granted to the merchants of the Hanfe, are void by the laws of this . 


This, thoiigh in fome cafes nnprobaMes,,m.a}rh'i other refpe^ts be practicable 


no A. D. i 552 » 

realm, forafmuch as they have no fufficient corporation to receive the 
fame. _ 

II) That fuch grants and privileges claimed by them do not extendXf^, 
to any perfons or towns certain, and therefore it is nncertain what per- 
fo.ns or which towns fliould or ought to enjoy the faid privileges * j by \ 
reafon of which uncertainty, they admit to their freedom^ and immuni- 
ties as many as they lift, to the great prejudice of the king’s cuftoms, 
and to the common hurt of the realm- 

ill) That fuppofing the pretended grants were good in law, as indeed • 
they are not, yet the fame were made on condition that they fliould 
not colour any other foreigner’s merchandize, as by fufficient proofs 
it appears they have done. 

IV) That above i oo years after the pretended privileges granted to 
them, they ufed to tranfport no merchandize out of this realm but onW 
ly into their own countries : Neither did they import any merchandlfe'^,s^ 
but from their own countries : Whereas, at prefent they not only con- 
vey Englilh merchandize into the Netherlands, and there fell them, to 
rthe great damage of the king’s own fubjedls, but they alfo import mer- 
chandize of all foreign countries, contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing of their privileges. 

V) That in the time of King Edward IV they had 

pretended privileges by means of war between the realm and them ; 

(i. e. the Hanfe towns) whereupon a treaty was made, ftipulating, that 
our Englilh fubjedls fliould etijoy the like privileges in Prullia and other 
Hanfcatic parts, and that no new exadions fliould be laid on theii^pgr- .j' 
fons or goods ; Which treaty has been much broken in feveraTpansf ^ 
and efpecially at Dantzick, where no redrefs could ever be obtained, ei- * 
ther by the requefts of the king’s father or himfelf, for the faid wrongs. 

In confideration of all which, the council decreed, that the privileges, 
liberties, and franchifes, claimed by the faid merchants of the Steelyard, 
fliall from henceforth be and remain feized and refumed into the king’s 
grace’s hands, until the faid merchants of the Steelyard fliall declare 
and prove better and more fulScient matter for their claim in the pre- 
mifes ; Saving, however, to the faid merchants all fuch liberty of com- 
ing into "this realm ^nd trafficking, in as ample manner as any other 
inerchants-ftrangers have within the fame. 

Rapin adds, that the parliament had laid a heavy duty upon the mer- 
chandize exported and imported by the Steelyard fociety ; and the Han- 
featic hiftorian Wardenhagen {K n,,part S-} feems to think that the 
high duty of 20 per cen^(inftead of i per cent, their antient duty ever 
fince the reign of Henry HI), was not laid on them till the beginning 
Queen Mary’s reign, ‘ at a time too (adds he) when "^^almoft all the 

* This was no quibble, but a foHd md matwial vbjeftioji. 
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* commerce of the Hanfe towns was reduced to the port of London 
‘ alone ; their other comptoirs, viz. Novogrod, Bergen, and Bruges, be- 
, / ing-ttlmoft deferred and very little frequented by them.’ ,. 

This is the fubftance of the whole bufinefs during the reign of Ed- 
ward Vr, of reverfing the privileges of the Steelyard merchants, taken 
from our hiftories, but more particularly from J. Wheeler’s treatife of 
commerce, in 4to, anno 1601 ; and as he was then fecretary to the 
merchant-adventurers company, it is ^probably in the main a true ac- 
count, and is furely an ufeful part of commercial hiftory, Wheeler 
adds, that by reverfing their privileges, our own merchants-ad venturers 
this fame year fhipped olF 40,000 cloths for Flanders. Rapin, in his hiftory 
of England, obferves, that the regent of Flanders, as well as the city of 
Hamburgh, earneftly folicited to have the. Steelyard merchants re-inftat- 
' ..ed, but to no purpofe. ' ^ 

projeft was laid before the miniftry for opening FIull and South- 
ampton as free ports or mart towns; but it was not put in execution. In- 
deed thefe two ports feem extremely well fituated for fuch a fcheme, if 
at all prafticable. 

By a ftatute for promoting tillage, and preventing the increafe of in- 
--x clofures for pafture [5, 6 5.] among fundry kinds of 

:^?Tahds excepted out of the prohibitory adt, are thofe fet with faffron and 
wmi oops. ■ 

Three ftiips from Briftol failed to Afafi and Santa Cruz in South Bar- 
bary, with linen and woollen cloth, coral, amber, and jeti ; and their 
re turn s were fugar, dates, almonds, and melafles. Hakluyt obferves, , 
’"^diat filh the preceding year 1551,, England had no mercantile corre- 
fpondence with Barbary. {Voyages, V. ii, .//>. 7, 8, 9.]; / 

By an aft palled this year [c. 5.] none but fuch as can fpend ico 
merks of yearly rent, or elfe are worth 1000 rnerks, or be the fons of 
dukes, marquifiesj.earls, vifcounts, or barons, of the realm, ftiall have or 
keep in their houfes any veflel of wine exceeding ten gallons, .on for- 
feiture of Lio. 

II) None ftiall keep a tavern for retailing wines, unlefs licenced ; and' 
that only in cities, towns-corporate, burghs, port-towns,, or market 
towns; or in the towns of Gravefend, Sittingborn, Tuxford, and Bag- 
ftiot, on forfeiture of Lio. And there ftiall be Only two taverns for re- 
tailing wine in every city or town, except in London, which may have 
forty taverns; York, eight taverns ;. Norwich, four ; Weftminfter, three ;• 
Briftol, fix; Lincoln,, three ; Hull,, four ;-’Shrewfbury, three; Exeter,, 
four; Salifhury, three; Gloucefter, four; Weft Chefter,- four ; Here-- 
ford, three ; Worcefter, three ; Southampton^ three ; Canterbury, four; 
Ipfwidh,. three ; Winchefter, three ; Oxford, three ;• Cambridge, four ; 
Colchefter, three ; Newcaftle upon Tyne, four. By this limitation, it, 
may be thought that a pretty near guefs maybe made at the magnitude 
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-of Cities and towns, allowances being made for towns fituated on very 
public roads ; yet this matter is neverthelefs ftill very uncertain. 

ni) None of £haU retail wines to be fpent or drank • 

within their refpefliye houfes. ^ ‘ ‘ 

_ IV) Merchants may ufe in their own houfes (but not to fell) fuch ' 
wuies as alfo high-fherifFs, magiftrates of cities and 

towns, and inhabitants of fortified towns, may keep vellels of wines for 
tneir own confiimption only. 

■ Hitherto (fays Sir John Davies) it is mamfeft, that fmce the laft . 
transfretation of King Richard II into Ireland, the crown of England 
never fent over either numbers of men, or quantities of treafureT fuf- 
ficient to defend the fmall territory of the Pale, much lefs to reduce 
that whtcn was loft, or to finilh the conqueft of the whole iftand.’ He 
in this reign the border was extended beyond the limits 
of the Enghlh pale, after breaking the O'Moors and O’Connors, airfV 
building the forts of Leix and Offaly, rooting out thofe two rebellious ^ 
M?ry Enghfli colonies in their room, in the reign of Queen 

That_ incomparable young prince. King Edward VI, died in July i c c 5 
having jufl before his death endowed three of the ereat London hoibf’ 
tals. viz. Chrift’s, St. Thomas’s, and Bridewell. ^ 

The annual expenfe of his hoiifehold was, according to Strype"(T’Ai^ 

I ft year, L49, 1 87. 
sd year, 46,902. 

3d year, 46,100. 


4th year, 100,578. 


Why this year fo far exceeds the reft we know 
not, nor why other years differ fo much ; un- 
I lefs It be from the great debafmg of his filver 
5th year 62 86- every year of his reign but the laft. 

6th year, 65,923. 

(fays Sir John Boroughs, keeper of the records in 
ihc towel or London, m his treatife of the fovereignty of the Britifh 
leas, written in 1633, and publifhed in 1651,^ 8o.)^‘ Philip II kin-^ 

^ Ireland for the term of twenty-one years, paying yearly for the fame 
^ Li 000 ; which was accordingly brought into the exchequer of Ireland 
‘ Henry Fitton, being then treafurer there, as ht 

Ion Sii kdward Fitton hath often teftified.’ 

Under the preceding ?ear, we have related the grounds upon which 

peat privileges and rmOnJS 

- iich the Harifeatic Steelyard fociety m London had enjoyed ever fincp 
.he reign of King Henry IIL ‘ Whereupon,’ according’^ to Rapin, ‘the 
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^ parliament of that time had laid a heavy duty (20 per cent) upon 

their exports and imports/ inftead of their antient duty of one per 
cent). He farther adds, ‘ that this a&. was renewed in (^een Mary’s 

* firft parliament : But in the beginning of the year 1 554, the queen, 
‘ to gratify the Hanfe towns, fufpended the execution of thofe ads fbf 
‘ three years, and difcharged them from the payment of that heavy du- 
‘ ty, all ads to the contrary notwithftanding. And this (he pbferves) 
‘ was the firfl; effed of this queen’s alliance with the emperor / fhe hav- 
ing juft been married to his eldeft fon Philip *. 

Two of the other three comptoirs of the Hanfe league were now alfo 
become of little confequence to them (fays Wardenhagen) j ‘ for firft 
‘ Novogrod, by reafon of the czar’s arbitrary and tyrannical proceed- 
‘ ings (who, without any juft grounds, aftumed a power to imprifon the 
‘ German merchants, and to feize on their e^eds), was now quite aban- 

doned ; the merchants having removed firft to Revel, and afterward to 
‘ Narva. . 

■* Bergen in Norway was alfo deferred by the Hanfeatics, by reafon 
‘ of the like arbitrary proceedings of the king of Denmark: For 
‘ whereas the antient toll for pafling the found had been only a golden 
‘ jfofe-noble on every fail, which was always underftood to be meant on 
t. everv dhip. the court of Denmark had for fome time paft put a new 
‘ and arbitrary conftrudion on the word fail, by obliging all ftiips to 
‘ pay a rofe-noble for every fail in or belonging to each fhip. More 

* over, not content with this impofition, they proceeded to lay a duty 

‘ ph^he corn and other merchandize per laft or ton, diftinft; from that 
‘ bn the fails ; which burdens obliged the Vandalic Hanfe towns’ (i. e. 
thofe towns on the German fhore fituated within the Sound) ‘ to re- 
■ linquifh the Norway trade : And as they had vaft dealings in tranf- 
‘ porting the corn of Poland and Livonia to other parts of Europe, 
‘ thofe high tolls fo difcouraged them, that they alfo gradually left off 
‘ that commerce, to which the Hollanders fucceeded, and have conti- 
‘ nued therein ever fince, greatly to their advantage. Their third comp- 
^ toir, which was at Bruges, had, by the decay of that once moft opulent 
‘ city, been removed firft to Dort, and afterward to Antwerp / where 
indeed it continued to profper for fome time after. " 

Thuanus [L. 51] affigns another good reafon for the decline of the 
tmde of the Hanfe towns to Bergen, where, he fays, the marks of their 

* Though Rapin exprefsly afferts that there both thofe tranfadions were any other than orders 
were two ads of parliament, viz. one of the laft or determinations of the council-boards of thofe 
year of King Edward VI, and another of the fii ft times, which .Jn thoie .days, when tht bounds of 
of Queen Mary, for laying on that high duty on the prerogative were more extenfive, frequently af- 
the imports and exports of the Steelyard mer- fumed fo great a latitude ; at leaf!:, if they were 
chants, yet in the printed ftatute-boofc there is not really ftatutes, we miglit have had their titles in 
io much as the title of either of thofe fuppofed the printed ftatute-book. 
ftatutes; which may make it doubtful whether f 
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antient eommeree are more plainly to be traced than any where elfe. 

In the reign of Frederick II, the Danifh gentry, allured by the profped . 
of gain, began to carry on merchandize and fadlorage themfelves, and 
alfo eftabliihed manufadtures, which the Hanfe towns in vain urged the 
king to aboliih. .. . " 

This year (according to Hakluyt, F! ii) Antony Jenkinfon being at 
Aleppo, obtained privileges from the Turkilh fultan, Selim II, (then at 
that place with an army going againft the Perfians) whereby he was to 
pay no higher cuftom than the French or Venetians ; and he had liber- • 
ty (without being difturbed by their confuls) to trade with his fhip or 
fhips to the Turkifli ports. 

This year was diftinguiflied by a great geographical and mercantile 
difcovery. Some merchants of London, together with feveral noble- ^ ; 
men, emulous of the fame, and defirous of fliaring in the profits ac- 
quired by the Portuguefe and Spanifli difcoverers of unknown lands^^ 
eftabliflied a company, with a capital of L6000 iii 240 fbares of L25, 
for profecuting difcoveries. The celebrated Sebaftian Cabot, who was 
a principal advifer of the undertaking, was chofen their governor. 
Three veflels * were fitted out under the command of Sir Hugh Wil- 
loughby, and they carried letters from King Edward addrefled to all 
kings and princes, requefting their friendlhip. Sir Hugh W ^lough.'by i?-*r ' 
being tofled about for a long time by tempeftuous weather, asiar as 72 
degrees of north latitude, was compelled, by the fudden approach of 
winter, to run into an obfcure harbour inRuflian Lapland, called Arci- 
na Keca, where he and the crews of two of his Ihips (70 in number) 
were frozen to death ; and where fome Ruffian fifhermen, in'the fum^^ ; 
mer following, found hirn fitting in his cabin, with his diary and other 
papers before him ; it being the cuftom of thofe Laplanders to frequent 
the fea-coafts in fummer for the benefit of the fifhery ; but when win- 
ter approaches, to withdraw into the calmer inland parts, which occa- 
Sons thofe ftormy fhores to be defolate in winter. Richard Chancellor,, 
however, in the third fhip, accidentally fell into the bay of St. Nicholas, 
or the White Sea, on the Ruffian coaft, where no fhip had ever been 
feen before, and landed at the abbey of St. Nicholas, near Archangel, 
then only a caftle, determining to wait on the czar, John Bazilowitz, at 
that time engaged iii the Livonian war ; which war having greatly in- 
terrupted the Eaftland trade, that prince Was tfie more inclinable, Ipy 
Chancellor’s interpofition, to grant the Englifh confiderable privileges at 
Archangel, &c. The Ruffians, before thofe times, having no fea-ports 
nor fhipping on the Baltic fhores, their rich furs, hemp, &c. were car- 
ried to other parts of Europe from the ports of Livonia, lately poflefled. 



* One of the veffels wa$ fheathed with thin ( Anglorum navigatia ad Mojcomtas) written by 
plates of lead ; which is mentioned as a very in- Clement Adam, who received his materials from 
geniouB invention in the account of the voyage Chancellor. M. 
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by the Teutonic knights of St. Mary of Jerufaleni. Thus, though dif- 
, appointed in their hopes of arriving at China by this fuppofed north- 
eaft paflage, they made an ufeful and profitable difcovery of a trade by 
fea to Rullia ; and this difcovery, moreover, pointed out to the Englifli 
the way to the whale-fifliery at Spitzbergen. 

Chancellor, from Archangel, by the governor’s leave and afiiflance, 
travelled on fledges to the czar at Mofcow, of whom he obtained privi- 
leges for the Englifli merchants, and letters to King Edward. 

We mufl: here remark, that although Odher had almofl: 700 years 
before juftly delineated the coaft of Norway to the great King Alfred, 
yet through the negligence and ignorance of after times, the knowlege 
of it Was utterly loft, that the famous Sebaftian Munfter’s Geographia 
vetus ei nova, printed in folio at Bafil 1540, in a map of the moft 
northern parts of Europe, joins the country of Groneland, commonly 
called Old Greenland, (now known to be a part of the great continent 
of North America) to the north part of Norwegian Lapland, thereby 
making the Northern Ocean merely a great bay, entirely fliut in by 
thofe two countries. 

We find three fhips from Portfmouth trading for gold along the coaft 
-of Guinea; though but one of thofe fhips returned home fafe from this 
adventure. In fome fubfequent years, we find by Hakluyt, &c. that the 
Engliih'fhade voyages to Guinea, and imported confiderable quantities 
of gold and elephants teeth ; Yet till the Negro trade was believed to 
be necefiary for the Weft India colonies, (however unjuftifiable it may 
be deemed by many in a moral fenfe) it is fcarcely probable that any 
Confiderable trade to Guinea could have been long carried on to advan- 
tage, in a country producing fo few articles for commerce, as being able 
to take off fo little of the produce of other nations. 

By a ftatute [1, 2 Phil, et Mar. c. 5} it was enadted, that when the 
common price of wheat fliould not exceed ^8 per quarter, and rye 
4 -/ per quarter, barley then they might be exported any where but 
to the king and queen’s enemies. This fhow’s that thefe prices were then 
efteemed low, or at leaft moderate. 

1 554. — The ambaffadors of the free cities of the Hanfeatic league hav- 
ing applied to Queen Mary, (who, as we have feen, had, on hqj: marriage 
with the emperor’s fon, fufpended the abrogation of their privileges for 
t|iree years) in behalf of the German merchants refiding in the Steel- 
yard at London, complaining, that by an adfc of the firft year of her 
reign, touching the payment of certain cuftoms or. lubfidiescalled ton- 
nage and poundage, the merchants of the Steelyard were otherwife bur- 
dened than heretofore, contrary to the effedt nf fuch charters and privi- 
leges 3 s by fundry of her predeceflbrs kings of England had heretofore 
been granted to them : And the queen being informed that the fliid de- 
claration or complaint contains truth; and- -ftie being alfo defiroiis to 
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obferve and coiitinue in equitable and reafonable fort tbe antient ami- 
ty and intercourfe which had been betwixt her dominions and the free 
cities of the Hanfe league, commanded her treafurers and barons of the 
exchequer, her cuftomers, comptrollers, fearchers, &c. in London and 
other ports, freely to permit the faid merchants of the Steelyard to im- 
port and export all merchandize not prohibited, without requiring any 
greater fubfidy or cuftom than in the time of her father or brother. 
She alfo granted them a licence to export woollen cloths made in Eng- 
land of the value of L6 Sterling or under, unrowed, unbarbed, and 
unfhorn, without any penalty or forfeiture on account of certain fta- 
tutes of the 27th and 33d years of King Henry VIII, prohibiting the- 
faid exportation ; the merchants of the Steelyard reprefenting to the 
queen that the price of cloths was now fo enhanced that they could' 
fend over none at all, without incurrin'g: the penalties of thofe ads. IFce— 
dera, V. xv, p. 364-] 

Notwithftanding all which, Wheeler \pTreatiJe of cotnmeree, p. too] af- 
firms, that Queen Mary afterward revoked the: faid privileges again, for- 
that the Hanfes had broken promifes with her, in continuing an; 
unlawful trade in the Low Countries, whereby fhe loft in eleven months; 
in her cuftoms more than Lp36Q, befides great damage to her fubjeds* 
in their trade. And by Queen Elizabeth’s anfwers to the HanfeatiCs,, 
it feems probable that Wheeler’s is a true account. *■ ' ’ *" 

The famous Thomas (^afterwards Sir Thomas)- Greflhamv the moft- 
eminent merchant of thofe times, had beep much employed by King 
Edward VI, as well as by Queen Mary, in tranfading their bills of ex- 
change at Antwerp, and in purchafing ammunition,., artillery, &c. far - 
their ufe ; for which fervices his daily allowance was twenty Ihillings* 
Sterling. [Fosdera, FI xv, p- 371-] Sir Thomas’s prudent condud in, 
difcharging the debts due by Edward VI to. the people of Antwerp, and 
his wife management of the exchange between London and Antwerp^ 
whereby he faved that prince a conftderable fum of money, was greatly, 
praifed. - 

A ftatute [1, 2. PhiL et Mar. c. 7} was made, prohibiting linen-drap- 
ers, woollen-drapers, haberdaftiers, grocers, and mercers, not free of any 
city, burgh, or corporation town, and living in the open country out of 
the faid cities and towns, from vending their wares by retail in cities- 
and towns, excepting in open fairs, and by wholefale. The plaufible: 
pretence for this reftridioa in, the preamble of the ftatute is much the 
fame as in other monopolizing ones,, viz. for enabling thofe cities and, 
towns-corporate to employ their people, to pay their fee-farms and taxes ^ 
and to prevent their utterviecay, See. 

The following fumptuary law was made for reftraining tire extrava- 
gance and vanity of the lower ckftes of people and fervants in Eng- 
land, and alfo for encouraging o.ur own manufadures, viz. ‘ Whoever 
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fEall wear filk in or upon Bis hat, bonnet, girdle, fcabbard,hofe, fhoes, 

*" or fpur-leather, ihall be imprifoned for three months, and forfeit Lro, 

*' excepting magiftfates of corporations, and perfons of higher rank. And 

* if any perfon knowing his fervant to ojGfend againft this law, do not 
‘ put him forth of his fervice within 14. days, or fliall retain him again, 

* he fhail forfeit L 100 * {1, 2 Pbil. et Mar. c. 2 .~\ 

By the encouragement of King Edward VI and others, the firft voy- 
age for difeoveries northward was made (as we have feen) in the 
laft year of that prince’s life, and a beginning made for a trade to RufSa ; 
but Edward dying before he had executed a very ample charter to 
thofe adventurers, it was on the faid firft and fecond year of Philip and 
Mary, (6th of February) that the firfl charter of incorporation was 
granted to the Ruffia company (as it has fince been ufually called), but 
then by the name of the merchants-adventurers, for the difcovery of 
lands, countries-, ifles, &c. not before known or frequented by any Eng- 
Hlh. The preamble to this charter, and the fubftance of the whole it. 
fets forth is, that the marquis of AVinchefter, then lord high treafurer j . 
the earl of Arundel, lord fteward of the queen's houfehiold the earl 
• of Bedford, lord privy feal ; the earl of Penibroke ; the lord Howard . 
of Effingham, lord high admiral, &c. had already fitted out- ffiips for 
difcoveries of countries northward, north-eafiward, and north-weftward, 
not as yet frequented by other chriftian monarchs in friendfliip with usr 
To have one governor (the firfl to be Sebaflian Cabot, during hisTife) 
and twenty-eight of the moft fad (fedate), difcreet, and honefl of the 
faid fellowfliips, four of whom to be- called confuls, and the other twen- 
ty-four to be called afliftants : The governor and two confuls (or three 
confuls in the governor’s abfence) and twelve afliftants, to be the quo- 
rum of a court. This corporation might purchafe lands to the yearly 
value of L66 ; i 3:4, to have perpetual fucceffion; a; common fealj 
may plead and be impleaded ; may impofe mulels, forfeitures, &c. bn 
offenders againft the company’s privileges^ and may admit perfons from 
timp to time to be free of the company — May make conquefts of 
lands of infidels fo to be difcovered'by them. And whereas one of the 
faid fhips (Chancellor’s) fet forth laft year (1553), arrived fafe and win- 
tered in the dominions of our coufin and brother Lord John,Bazilowitz, 
emperor of all Ruflia, who entertained them honourably, &c. and 
granted them letters to us, with- licence freely to traffic in his'country, 
with other privileges under his fignet.— Wherefore we grant this corpo- 
ration liberty to refort, not only to all parts of that- emperor’s domi- 
nions, but to all other parts not known to our fubjeds,. none of whom 
but fuch as ftiall.be free of, or licenced by tMs company, ftiall frequent 

•*'Xhis flatutej.as deflruaive of the freedom of trade, was repealed in the firft year of King James L 
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the parts aforelaid, under forfeit of fliips and merchandize ; one half 

to the crown, one half to the company. 

It feems the Briftdl merchants had entered into the Ruffia trade foon 
after its difcovery, being encouraged therein by Sir Sebaftian Cabot. 

The czar of Ruffia made a very confiderable acquifition of territory 
by the conqueft of Nagaian Tartary, efpecially the city and kingdom of 
Aftracan, whereby he became mailer of all the country on both fides 
the vail river Volga down to the Gafpian fea ; and a communication 
was opened from Ruffia into that feaj and thence crofs it into Periia, 
whither they have fince carried on a coniiderable commerce. 

1555. — Twenty-two Dutch merchant fhips, homeward bound from 
Spain, with Indian fpices, See. were attacked by nineteen French fhips 
of war and fix fmaller ones well armed, who flopped the Dutch fhips 
with hooks and chains, fo that the fhips being clofely compadled toge- 
ther, the fight refembled one on dry land. After fix hours combat the 
French loft 1000 men, and the Dutch but 300. But a fire happening 
among the fhips, which confumed fix on each fide, the reft on both 
fides retired in confufion. This is the Dutch account ; [Meterani Hifto- 
ria Belgka, L. i, p. 14] but Thuanus [£. 26] varies the ftory fomewhat • 
in favour of his countrymen the French, who, he fays, loft but 400 
men, and the Dutch 1000 : and that in the confufion occafioned by 
the fire, which made the men of both nations run from fhip to ftiip, it 
happened in five Dutch fhips that the majority were French, who hav- 
ing maftered the Dutch, carried the fhips into Dieppe, from whence 
they (the French fleet) had come; which port, adds this great author, 
had ever been a principal one for naval exploits. Thuanus, in effedl, 
will have the vidlory to be on the fide of the French, yet he owns it 
was a lamentable vidory, and greatly to their lofs. Both thofe authors 
admit the French to have been fuperior in number of fhips, men, and 
artillery, this fleet having been then a confiderable part of the whole 
naval force of France ; but the Dutch fhips were larger and flronger 
than the French. 

Much the like complaints, in relation to the Englifh woollep manu- 
fadui'ers, as have been made in the prefent time, were, we find, made 
above 2 CO years ago, as appears by a ftatute [2, 3 FM. rr c. 11] 
intitled, Who /hall ufe the trade oj weaving, viz, that whereas the rich 
clothiers 'do opprefs the weavers, fome by fetting up and keeping 114 
their boulfs divers looms, and maintaining them by journeymen and 
perfbns unfkiiful ; fome by ingroffing looms into their hands, and let- 
ting them out at fuch unreafonabie rents, as the poor artificers are not 
able to maintain themfelv^ by, and much lefs their wives and families; 
fome again, by giving much lefs wages for the wo rkmanfhip of Cloths 
tiian in times paft, whereby they are forced utterly to forfake their oc- 
cupations, See. Wherefore it is hereby enaded, I) That no clothier, 
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living out of a city, borough, or market-^town, ffiall keep above :nae. 
loom in his houfe, noF let out any loom for hire. II) That no wool $- 
weaver, living out of a city.j burgh, or market town,, fhali keep m e 
than two loorns, nor more than two apprentices. Ill) No weaver (liail 
have a tuckingTinill, nor be a tueker, fuller, or dyer. IV) No tucker 
nor fuller fhali keep any loom in his houfe. V) No perfon, who has 
not heretofore been a clothmaker, fhali hereafter make or ■‘- eave any 
kind of broad white woollen cloths, but only in a city, burgh, town- 
corporate, or market town, or elfe in fuch. places where fuch cloths have 
been ufed to be commonly inade for ten years preceding this ad *. 
VI) No perfon fhali fet up as a weaver, unlefs he has previoufly ferved 
an apprenticefhip of feveri years to that bufinefs. Lafhly, Nothing in 
this ad is to extend or he prejudicial to the inhabitants of the eounties 
of York, Cumberland, Northumberland, and Weflmoreland ; but they 
may keep looms in their houfes, and do every other matter relating to- 
fpinning, weaving, and cloth-making in the faid counties as before the 
making of this flatute. 

Commerce beginning to inereafe confiderably in the reign of Queen 
Mary, and the old roads being much frequented by heavy carriages, an 
ad [2, 3 Phil, et Mar. c. 8] which is flill in force, direded, that every 
parifh annually eled two furveyors of the highways, to fee that 

the pariihipners, according to their lands, abilities, farms, &c. fhould ■ 
fend their carts, horfes, men, tools, &g, four days in every year, for 
mending the roads. So that this is properly the firft general flatute 
made for mending the roads, extending to all-England and Wales, by 
the labour and expenfe of each refpedNe parifh alone j - and on that 
bottom alone, we find in all fix ftatutes relating to this fubjed in Queen 
Mary’s reign, and about nineteen in Queen Elizabeth’s reign, and one - 
in Efing' James I’s reign ; after which there were none of this fort till 
the reftoration of Charles II. The parochial means for keeping the 
roads in repair were found in mofi cafes tolerably effedual, until after 
the reftoration, when the vaft inereafe of commerce and manufadures, - 
and of the capital city of London, with the concomitant inereafe of 
luxury, brought in fuch numbers of heavy wheel-carriages, as rendered ' 
it by degrees impradicable, in moft cafes, for parifhes entirely to keep 
their own part of the roads in a tolerable condition, more efpecially in 
the counties lying nearer London, and in manufaduring counties. This 
has introduced the more equitable and effedual method, of tolls, pay- 
able at toll-gates (called turnpikes), by thofe who ufe and wear the 
roads : and many fubfequent loc^l ftatutes have been made for thofe 
ends, and alfo feveral general ones for limiting the weight of waggon 
loads, the breadth of wheel-rims, called fellies, the number of horfes, &e, - 

* This claufe appears to have been well intended, that the featchers might be -the better ei^bled to- * 
attend to the good of the manufadure. 
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^nd tills much we thought fufficient to ferve for a fummary hif- 
tory of the laws relating to the roads of England, fo as not to have 
much ocoafion to' mention them any more in this work. 

■^What we have here faid concerning keeping the roads of England in 
repair, may alfo be partly applied to the fubjed of deepening rivers and 
harbours. With refped to the former, we have feen that the firft inftance 
thereof in the ftatute-book is found in the ads for deepening the river 
Lea from Ware to London [3 Hen. VI, c. 5. and 9 Hen. VI, c. 9.] After 
that we find none till the reign of King Henry VIII, who repaired and 
fortified feveral harbours : for that of the fourth of King Henry VII, 
for preferving the river Thames, relates fnerely to the fifliing therein ; 
and that of the deventh of the fame king, for removing wears and en- 
gines from Southampton harbour, was, for the like end.- But we find 
no more fiatutes of either kind till Queen Elizabeth’s reign ; fome of 
which, as alfo fome fubfequent nnes/ we may perhaps think it necelFary 
•to take a more particular notice of in their refpedive places ; as alfo 
for bridges over rivers. 

■It muft needs be a mo'ft alfeding confideration, to read what the 
•bifhop of Ghiapa in Mexico relates concerning the defirudion of the 
native Indians of America by the Spaniards. In that humane prelate’s 
account of their firft voyages to, and difcoveries in, the new world, 
(which country, he aflerts, was granted to Spain by the papal fee, upon 
the exprefs condition alone of their inftruding the Indians in the chrif- 
tian religion ; whereas, inftead of converting their minds to the faith, 
they, by unparalleled cruelty, firft: tortured and then butchered their bo- 
dies, merely for obliging them to difcover their treafures) it is related, 
that in the early times of the Emperor Charles V they^had butchered 
•upwards of forty millions of thofe poor Indians ! 

The goldfmiths of Scotland having debafed their filver plate to fix or 
feven penny fine, an ad of the Scottifli parliament fixed the ftandard 
of filver plate at eleven penny fine, and gold plate at twenty-two carrats 
-fine, both upon pain of death. By eleven penny fine here muft be un- 
derftood eleven ounces fine to a pound troy, and not eleven penny weight 
-to an ounce ; fince the other fuppofition muft not only leave their filver 
•plate very b)afe, but it would alfo be greatly difproportioned to the fine- 
nefs of their gold plate.” 

John Bodin of Angers, the famous civilian and hiftorian, eftimate-s 
the number of fouls in Venice at this time to be 1 80,440, which is about 
10,000 more than they are"' reckoned in our time. If his account be 
true, the decreafe is not improbably owing to the great decay of their 
■commerce, fince the Portuguefe, by their difcovery of a way by fea to 
•India, have deprived them of the vaft advantage of fupplying moH part 
of Europe with the merchandize of the Eafti 

Huet obferves (in his Memoirs of the Hutch commerce) that the religi- 
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Oils perfecutions of Charles V in Germany, Francis II in France, and 
Mary in England, drove vaft numbers of people to fettle in Antwerp, 
which about this time was in the zenith of its profperity, the common 
refort of the traders of all nations, and the general ftorehoufe of the 
world, as Amfterdam is now*. He adds, that it was a common thing 
to fee 2500 fhips at once lying in the Scheld. 

The Ruffia company feiit out their fecond adventure with their 
agents and fadors, who had letters from King Philip and Queen Mary 
to the czar John Bazilowitz. They, in two fhips, failed up the river 
Dwina to Vologda, and thence Mr. Chancelor and his attendants trav- 
elled in fledges to Mofcow, where they were entertained__at the czar’s 
expenfe, who now granted them and their fucceflbrs for eveP the fol- 
lowing privileges, viz. 

I ) Freedom to refort at all times, with their Ihips, merchandize, ferv- 

ants, &c. into any part of his dominions, without any fafe condud or 
licence being required of them. {' 

II ) Neither their perfons nor goods fhall be arrefied, but only for 
their proper and perfonal debts, &c. 

III) Power is given them to chufe their own brokers, fkippers, 
packers, weighers, meafurers, waggoners, &c. to adminifter an oath 
to" them, and to punifli them for mifdemeanors. 

IV) The chief fador recommended by the company to the czar, to 
have full power to govern all the Englilh in his dominions, and to ad- 
minifter juftice between them in all caufes, quarrels, &c. and to make 
fuch ads and ordinances, with his afliftants, as he fhall think meet for 
the good government of the merchants and all other Eng lifli there, and. 
to'fine and imprifon them. 

V) The czar’s ofEcers and minifters fhall aid and affift the faid fac- 
tors againft the rebellious Englilh, and lend them prifons and inftru- 
ments. of punifbment, &c.. 

VI) Juftice fhall be duly adminiftered in any complaints of the Eng- 
lifh againft R.uflians, and. the Englifh fhall be firft heard, and may, in 
cafe of abfenee, appoint an attorney.. 

VII) In cafe any Englifhman be wounded or killed, due punifhment 
fhall be inflided and in cafe the Englifn fhall wound or kilh any, nei- 
ther their, nor the company’s goods, fhall be forfeited on that account. 

VIII) The Englifh arrefted for debt fhall. not be imprifoiied if they 
can give bail. 

IX) If Englifh fhips fhall be robbed or damaged in or near Ruffia 
by pirates, &c. the czar will do his utmoft to procure fatisfadion. 

X) The czar promifes, for him and his fucceflbrs, to perform, main- 

^ Whatever Amfterdam might be In Hiiet’sj or puted In’ any part of Europe, that London is the', 
«Ye.n in Anderfon’^ time,, it will- not now dif- geneial ftorehoufe of the world, ilf, 
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tain, and obferve all the aforefaid privileges, 8cc, and for that purpofe 
has put his fignet thereto. 

Another ineiSecSlual law- was made [2, 3 et Mar. c. 5.] for con- 
firming former ineffexilual ones of Henry VIII and Edward VI, for 
gathering weekly relief for the aged and impotent poor of every par ifh, 
by the charitable devotion of the inhabitants, &c. and ordering that 
a poor man licenced to beg fliould wear a badge on his breafl and back 
openly 

1555. — At this time the merchants of London had faflors fettled in 
the Canaries, as we learn from an account of a voyage by Thomfon an 
Engliihman, who in his paflage from Cadiz to New Spain, found them 
there. He relates, that when he was at Mexico, in the year 1 556, there 
were not above 1500 families of Spaniards in that great city ; but that 
in the fuburbs there were computed to be at leaf: 300,000 Indian in- 
habitants. 

Captain Stephen Burrough, in the Ruffia company’s fervice, 
failed northward towards Nova Zembla, in order to difcover the great 
river Oby, in the Tartarian fea ; but he was unable to pafs the ftraits 
of Weygats, becaufe of the huge quantities of ice, and therefor return- 
ed unfuccefsful. 

The Ruffia company fent out two fhips, which returned the fame 
year with the two ffiips which had been frozen up in Lapland" in 1553, 
.(in one of which was Sir Hugh Willoughby’s body.) They alfo 
brought over an ambafiador from Ruffia to Queen Mary ; but he being 
fhipwrecked on the coaft of Scotland, loft almoft all the fine prefents 
he had brought for the king and queen r yet being on his return, he 
received fundry rich prefents for the czar, and alfo for himfelf. 

1557 The next year the company fent four veftels to Ruffia. They 

carried home the czar’s ambafiador, and with him Mr. Anthony Jenkin- 
fon, who the next year made very ufeful difcoveries towards Perfia, for 
.the benefit of the company’s commerce. . 

It was in this year (according to the Frefent Jiate of England., anno 
part III, p. 94.) that glafles were firft begun to be, made in 
England. The finer fort was made in the place called Crutcbed-Friars 
in London. The fine flint glafs (fays our author), little inferior to that 
of -Venice, was firft rhade in the Savoy-houfe in the Strand, London ; 
but the firft glafs plates for looking-glafles and coach-windows tvere 
made about ten years ago (1673) at Lambeth, by the encouragement 
of the duke of Buckingham. England now excels all the world in 
every branch of that beautiful manufadlure. 

f*-, . 

* It was not till aboift tbis time,, if Biihop which has, I believe, ever fmee been the principal 
. JLefley Scot. 34.] was rightly informed, ftation of their innumerable millions on the weil 

that the herrings began to frequent Loch- Broom, coaft of Scotland. 
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1558— —After England had held the town and port of Calais (with 
its dependent garrifons of Guifnes and Harame) for 211 years (the 
only part of the continent of France till now held by England), during 
which time it was not only a door always open for the invafion of 
France, but, which is more to our purpofe, was extremely well fituated 
for a ftaple port, to difperfe, in more early times, the wool, lead, and 
tin, and in later times the woollen manufactures of England into the 
inland countries of the Netherlands, France, and Germany, the lofs 
of this moft important place was undoubtedly a conJiderable prejudice 
to the comimerce, and not a little to the honour and influence of Eng- 
land. Thefe confiderations fo affected Queen Mary, that flie faid, if, 
when after her death, ihe Ihould be opened, Calais would be found at 
her heart. Hereupon the flaple for wool, &c. was removed to Bruges, 
to the great benefit of that city , now declining from its antient opulence- 
and grandeur. 

The Ruffians, having in this year conquered Narva in Livonia, and 
thereby gained an opening into the Baltic fea, eftablifhed it as an em- 
porium or flaple port for the trade of Ruffia with the reft of Europe. 
The Hanfeatic merchants hereupon removed their coraptoir from Re- 
Vel, where it had been fixed fince the Mufeovites had barbaroufly driven 
ttemfrom Novogrod. Thuanus [L.li.] only obferves, that the Ruffians 
removed the ftapie to Narva, which, as far as related to their own trade,, 
it was in a great meafure in their own power to do; yet the great mafter 
of the Teutonic knights of Livonia, and alfo the archbifhop of Riga, 
made grievous complaints to the Emperor Ferdinand of the great in- 
jury done to the empire, by drawing the trade from Revel to Narva 
for at the fime time the Englifli, Dutch, and French merchants remov- 
ed alfo from Revel to Narva. Werdenhagen affigns two other reafons for 
the removal of the Hanfeatles from Revel to Narva, viz. I) The felfifhnefs 
of the Revalians, who fain would have monopolized the entire com- 
merce. TI) Their other motive for removing ' to Narva, was chiefly 
with a view to be nearer to Novogrod, their antientiy beloved refidence,. 
where they much longed to fettle again, (and wffiither, it feems, they 
fent envoys in the year 1603, for that end, and where, in 1620, the 
czar Demetrius gave them leave to erecft a houfe for their c^rnnierce, 
though, by reafon of the great declenfion of the' general commerce, of 
the Hanfeatics, little good came of it.) The removal of the ftapie to 
Narva was the handle which Eric XIV of Sweden foon after made ufe; 
of to feize the fliips of Lubeck returning from Narva (fays our Han- 
featic hiftorian) , and to carry them to Revel and Stockholm, which 
produced a war of eight years between the Hanfe towms and Sweden,, 
to whi«h a period was put by a treaty at Stetin in 1571 : Yet tbe- 
Hanfe league was. ftill confidetable enough for the Emperor Ferdinand, 


to recommend to them, in this very year, the quieting of Livonia, then, 
greatly agitated. 

We have already obferved that the comptoif of the Hanfe towns at 
Bergen in Norway be?an to be deferted about the year 1553, chiefly 
o - ‘‘'■g (fav the Hanfeatic writers) to the arbitrary and extravagant in- 
c .ale of the Toll rathe found by Chrifliem III of Denmark, ■vyhich 
proauced ■much aitercavion, infomuch that in this year 1558, when that 
king died, that cornptoir. was almoft funk to nothing, after having 
greatly dourifhed for about 300 years ; yet others impute the true caufe 
of that decline to the Danes themfelves about this time, who began to 
traffic on their own bottoms, whereby that court (like England) faw 
the expediency of abridging thofe Hanfeatics of their antient exceffive 
privileges and prerogatives at Bergen, which, they alleged, had been 
granted to them by former Danifh kings. 

That mofl diligent agent for the Ruffia company, Mr. Anthony Jen- 
kinfon, now firft fet on foot a new channel of trade, through Ruffia in- 
to Perlia, for raw filk, &c. ^e failed down the great river Volga to 
‘Nifi-Novogrod, Cafan, and Aftracan, and thence acrofs the Cafpian fea 
to Perlia. At Boghar, a goodly city, he found merchants from India, 
Perfia, Ruffia, and Cathay (/. e. China), from which it was a nine months 
journey to Boghar. Jenkinfon returned the fame way to Colmogro, In 
the bay of St Nicholas, in, the year 1560, and fo home the ferae year 
to England. On his return, he publiffied the firft map of Ruffia that 
had ever been made. This voyage, it feems, he performed feven dif- 
ferent times : Yet fo promifing a profpeift for that company wajs. drop- 
ped fome few years after, and remained as if it had never been, till the 
year 1741, when it was revived by an adt of parliament, enabling the 
Ruffia company to trade thence into Perlia, upon which confiderabie 
quantities of raw filk were brought home by the very feme way that 
Jenkinfon took from Perlia to Ruffia, and thence to England : Yet the 
continual troubles and ravages in Perlia have fince fufpended the good 
eifeCiS of that- law. 

In this laft year of Queen Blary, a preft (i. e. loan) ‘ was granted to 
‘ the queen by the citizens of London, of twenty thoufand pounds, 
‘ which %vas levied of the companies ; For the which, fum, to be repaid 
‘ again, the queen bound certain- lands, and alfo allowed for intereft 

of the money Li 2 of every hundred for a year.’ [Stow’s Anuaks, 
p. l-O^Q, ed. itoo,'}, 

„ In the firft year of Queen Elizabeth, the parliament paffied an ad 
[c. 13.] repealing the former laws xvhich prohibited the importation 
and exportation of merchandize in any but Engiifh Ihips. This i*epeal. 
(clogged as it is wuch' reftridions),. w'ould not perhaps be approved of in 
^oiyr days 5 yet. tliere might probably be f good grounds for it then; at 
lead the legifiature thought the following a fufficient reafon for it, viz. 
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‘ That fince tlie making of the faid ftatutes, other fovereign princes, 

‘ finding themfelves aggrieved with the faid adts, as thinking that the 
‘ fame were made to the hurt and prejudice of their country and navy, 

* have made like penal l^ws againfl fuch as fhould fhip out of their 
‘ countries, in any other vefrels than of their feveral countries and do- 
‘ minions; by reafon whereof there hath not only grown great dif- 
‘ pleafure betwixt the foreign princes and the kings of this realax, but 

‘ alfo the merchants have been fore grieved and endamaged. Yet t 
‘ whereas fundry of the queen’s fubjeds do frequently enter the mer- 
‘ chandize of aliens (liable to double duties) in their own names, 

' whereby the queen is defrauded in her revenue ; wherefore it was now 
‘ enaded, that whoever fhall, in time of peace, and when there is no 
' reftraint made of Englifh fhips, either embark or unlade any mer- 
‘ chandize (mails, raffe, pitch, tar, and corn only excepted) out of or 
‘ into any foreign bottom or fhip, and whereof the mailer and the iua- 
‘ j or part of the failors are not Englifh fubjeds, fhall anfwer and pay 
‘ for the faid merchandize the like cuflom and fubfidy as aliens do,’ 
This judicious claufe in a great meafure anfwers the end propofed by 
the navigation ads, now to be repealed. Another claufe was inferted 
in favour of the two focieties of merchants-ad venturers, and- of the 
me^dhants of the flaple, at their feveral fleets or Ihippings of cloth and 
wool from the river Thames alone, made at moll twice in every year : 

‘ That thofe two focieties may lade the faid merchandize on foreigners 
‘ fhips, provided there be not Englifh fhips fufficient in number for 
‘ fuch embarkations, without being, for that caufe, fubjed to ahens 
‘duties.’ 

‘ Laflly, the merchants of Briflol having of late fuflained great lofles 

* at fea from enemies, wlio have taken all their bell fliips and much 

‘ fubflanccj fo as they are unable to provide fufficient fhips of their 
‘ own within the time limited for the duration of this ad' (viz. five 
‘ years), if there be no Englifh ffiipping fufficient within forty miles of 
‘ Briflol, they may lade their merchandize on foreign fhips, without 
‘ being liable to aliens duties.’ P 

Several other judicious regulations and laws w’ere made in this firfl 
year of her reign; as, flatute 14, for regulating the manu^gdure of 
cloth and kerfey in certain towns in Efiex ; c. 15, for preventing the 
deflrudion of timber in making iron; c. 17, againfl taking the fpawn 
of falmons, trouts, &c. at improper feafons; which five flatutes, like 
many more of her reign, were fo judicioufly framed, that they remain 
in force at this day, though with fome few improvements and.akerations. 

1559. — ^IXJezeray acquaints us, *■ that King Henry II of France was 
‘ the firfl who now wore filk flqckings, at the-marriage of his lifler to 
‘ the duke of Savoy : Yet,’ adds he, ‘ till the troubles under Charles IX . 
‘ and Henry III, the courtiers did not ufe much filk ; but after tha€ 
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* the very citizens began to wear it frequently ; for it is an infallible 
' obfervation, that pride and luxury are mofl: predominant during pub- 
‘ lie calamities.’ 

1560 The manufadlure of fine woollen cloth in the Spanifh Ne- 

therlands muft have been prodigioufly great before the Englifh got fo 
much into it. Louis Guicciardin, their hiftorian, affirms, that in thofe 
former times. Upwards of 40,000 packs of Spanifh wool had been an- 
mually imported thither; but (adds he) as the Spaniards have, of late 
years, made more cloth at home than formerly, they do not now (in 
this year 1 560 that I am writing this work) import into the Nether- 
lands above 25,000 packs of Spanifh wool yearly. The decreafe of the 
Woollen manufaffure of the Netherlands was, doubtlefs, the true caufe 
of their importing a fmaller quantity of Spanifh wool than formerly, 
though Guicciardin did not choofe to aflign it. ■ 

The poet Milton, in his brief hiftory of Mufeovia, fays, ‘ the En- 

* glifh began this year to trade to Narva in Livonia, the Lubeckers 

* and Dantzickers having till then concealed that trade from other na- 
‘ dons.’ Although Milton does not mention the true reafon of this 
cireumftance, we conceive it to proceed from the Ruffians having con- 
quered Narva, as we have feen two years before this time. 

Queen Elizabeth, finding the popifti princes very jealous of the ffilp- 
port given by her to the protefiants abroad as well as at home, wifely 
provided for her own fecurity, by filling her magazines with ammuni- 
tion, military and naval flores. She foon after made gunpowder (a 
new manufafture in England), and eaufed brafs and iron ordnance to 
be call: She alfo built a confiderable number of fhips for war, wherefey 
fhe formed the moft refpecfable fleet that England had ever feen ; and 
for the fafeguard thereof, fhe ereffed Upnore caftle on the river Med- 
way : She moreover confiderably increafed the pay of her naval officers 
and feamen ; whereupon (fays Camden) foreigners fliied her the re- 
florer of naval glory and queen of the northern teas. 

In imitation of the queen, the opulent fubjeds alfo built fliips of 
force. The national navy, including the queen’s and the private fhips 
of war, was able to carry 20,000 fighting men againfl an enemy ; and 
England po longer depended on Hamburgh, Lubeck, Dantzick, Genoa, 
and Venice, for a flees in time of war. 

Elizabeth, about this time, reftored the filver coin nearer to its fter- 
I'ing purity than. it had been for 200 years before; her father, more 
efpecially, having, towards 4he dole of his reign, fhamefully debafed it 
by mixing it with copper for his own profit, though greatly to the de- 
triment of the public. ; 

Guicciardin (in his Deferiptien of the Netherlands) fays that thcoDutch, 
even before their revolt, from Spain, carried on fo great a trade, that 
about this time they brought annually from Denmark, Eaflland, Live- 


A. D. 1560. 127 

nia, and Poland, 5 o,ooo lafts of grain, chiefly rye, then worth 
. 1,680,000 crowns of gold, or L56o,ooo Flemifh. Holland poflefTed 
“ above 800 good fhips, from 200 to 700 tons burden, and above 600 
buffes for fifhing, from ico to 200 tons. Fleets of 300 fhips together, 
from Dantzick and Livonia, arrived twice a-year at Amfterdam. 500 
great fhips were often feen lying together before that city, moft of them 
belonging to it ; fo that for the greatnefs of its commerce Amfterdam 
was even then next to Antwerp, of all the towns in the Netherlands./ 

• This authentic teftimony of the flouriftiing ftate of Amfterdam at this* , 
time is fufficient to confute what too many have ignorantly written to 
the contrary . 

Speaking of the commerce between the Netherlands and England, he 
fays, they then imported upwards of 1200 facks of Englifh wool 
to Bruges, worth 250,000 crowns ; but, adds he, it is marvellous to 
think of the vaft quantity of drapery imported by the Englifti into the 
Netherlands, being undoubtedly, one year with another, above 200,000 
pieces of all kinds, which, at the moft moderate rate of twenty-five 
Crowns per piece, is five millions of crowns, or ten millions of Dutch 
guilders (about one million of pounds Sterling) ; fo that, fays he, thefe 
^d other mercj^andize brought to us by the Englifh, and canned from 
-wliCjt) thend, may make the annual amount to be more than twelve mil- 
lions of crowns, or twenty-four millions of guilders (about L2,400, 000 
Sterling), to the great benefit of both countries, neither of which could 
poflibly (or not without the greateft damage) difpenfe with this their 
vaft mutual commerce ; of which the merchants on both fides are fo 
"’*^1 f«.ifible, that they have fallen into a way of infuring their merchandize 
from lofles at fea by a joint contribution. This is the firft inftance we. 
'^have met with of infurances from Ioffes at fea, though probably in ufe 
^ before this time, and firft pradtifed in Lombard-ftreet in the city of 
London, as will be feen under the year i6or. 

As Antwerp was in its zenith of profperity. w'e imagine that a ge- 
neral view of its commerce at this time, with all foreign nations (as 
given by Guicciardin), may not be unacceptable to many curious readers, 
as therein the ftate of manufadtures, produdt, &c. of different coun- 
tries may be feen, and fundry ufeful inferences may thence be drawn. 

‘ I) Befide the natives and the French, who are here very numerous, 

‘ 'there are fix principal foreign nations who refide at Antwerp, both 
‘in war and peace, making above 1000 merchants, including fadtors 
‘ and fervants, viz. i) Germans, 2) Danes and Eafterlings, people 
‘ from the port^n the fouth fhofes of the Baltic, from Denmark to 
‘ Livonia, ^^^,^^*ftalians, 4) Spaniards, 5) Englifh, and 6) Bortugiieih. 

‘ Of tkofe fix nations the Spaniards are the moft numerous. One of 
‘ thofe foreign merchants (the famous Fugger of Augfoiirg, whom 
‘ he ftiles the prince of merchants) died worth above fix millions oK'' 
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,1-e 'many natives there worth from 200,000 


crowns. There ai'e 'many natives there worth from 200,000 to 
400^000 crowns. 

‘ II) They meet twice a>day, in the mornings and evenings, one 
hour each time, at the Englifli Bourfe, where, by their interpreters 
and brokers, they buy and fell all kinds of merchandize. Thence 
they go to the new Bourfe or principal Exchange, where, for another 
hour each time, they tranfad all matters relating to bills of exchange 
with the above fix nations, and with France ; and alfo for depofit 
(the loan of money) at intereft, which (he fays) is ufually 1 2 per 
cent per annum ; for fuch was the intereft paid by Charles V and his 
fon Philip II to the merchants here ; which high intereft (fays Guic- 
ciardin) brought the nobility to lend their money fecretly (the laws 
of nobility forbidding that pradice) and made many lazy merchants 
likewife deal in that way, though fuch high intereft was a . great 
grievance to the poor, as well as a great obftrudion to commerce. 

‘ III) With regard to their commerce with Italy, he lays, 

‘ They fend to Rome a great variety of woollen-drapery, linen, ta- 
peftry, and many other things, the returns being only money or bills 
of exchange. 

‘ To Ancona they fend great quantities of Englilh and Netherland 
cloths and Huffs, linen, tapeftry, cochineal, 8 zc~ andd)ring' ba».k foch,_ 
fpices and drugs as the merchants of Ancona import from the iCe- 
vant ', alfo filk, cotton, carpets, Turkey leather, &c. 

‘ To Bolonia they fend ferges and other fluffs, tapefiries, linens, 
merceries, &c. and bring in return wrought lilks, cloth of gold and 
filver, crapes, caps, &c. 

‘ To Venice they fend jewels and pearls, cloth and wool of England 
in great quantities, draperies of the Netherlands, tapeftry, linen, co- 
chineal, and many kinds of mercery, fometimes alfo fugar and pepf” 
per ; and formerly, before the Portuguefe found the way to the fpice- 
iflands, they brought back all forts of India fpices and drags ; and 
even fo late as the year 1518, there arrived five Venetian galeaffes, at 
Antwerp, laden with fpices and drugs for the fair there but they 
flill bring from Venice the fineft and richeft wrought filks, camblets,, 
grograms, carpets, cottons, and great variety of merceries ; alfo co- 
lours both for dyers and painters... , , 

‘ To Naples they fend Netherlan^ and Englifh cloths and fluffs in 
abundance, tapeftry, linens in vaft quantities, and feyeral forts of" 
merceries, as wjdl of mqtajs as of other materials The returns are 
wrought filks, ra.w filk, thrown filkr, fdme fine.. furs.^r fkins,. faffron^ 

By ntercertes Gukciardin appears to under* fold retail, or by tie little, balance or ftnalt 
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^ To Sicily tliey fend cloths and ferges in great quantities, linens, 
tapeftries, and irtnumerable forts of mercery, as well of metals as of 

* many other kinds ; and they bring back galls in great quantities, 

* cummin, oranges, cotton, filk, and fometimes wines of various forts. 

* To Milan, Antwerp fends pepper, fugar, jewels, mufk, and other 
‘ perfumes, great quantities of Englifli and Netherland cloths and 

* ferges, tapeftries, vaft quantities of linens, Englifli and Spanifti wooE^"' 

‘ and cochineal. The returns are great quantities of gold and lilve^ 

^ thread; various wrought filks, gold fluffs, fuftians, and dimities oP«^ 
‘ many fine forts ; fcarlets, tammies, and other fine and curious' dra- 
‘ peries ; great quantities of rice ; mufkets, and other armoury ; various'^ 

* forts of high-priced mercery; and a confiderable quantity of Parme- 
‘ fan cheefe. 

‘ To Florence they fend many forts of woollen fluffs, Englifli wool, 

* linens, fans, frifes, even although by fea the Florentines and Vene- 
‘ tians are better provided with Englifli wool on the fpot itfelf. From 
‘ Florence they bring back many forts of very fine wrought filks, gold 
‘ and filver fluffs, and thread, fine flialloons, then called raffes, and fine 
‘ furs. 

* -Toi^ ^no^ they fend Englifh and Netherland cloths and ferges, ta-^ 

lin'dlis, mercery, utenfils, and houfehold furniture ; and they 
‘ bring back vaft quantities of velvets of various prices (the beft in the 

* world), fattins and other Wrought filks, the beft of coral, mithridate, 

‘ and treacle. By Genoa alfo, Antwerp fends to Mantua, Verona, Bref- 

* cia, Vicenza, Modena, Lucca, &c. the fame forts of merchandize, and 
'^•brings back the like returns as from Genoa. 

‘ From Italy they alfo bring by fea to the Netherlands the alum of Ci- 
^ vita Vecchia, the oils of Apulia, Genoa, and Pifa, various gums, fen- 

* na in the leaf, fulphur, orpiment, &c. ; and by fea alfo Italy receives 

* from the Netherlands tin, lead, madder, Brafil wood, wax, leather, 

* flax, tallow, fait fifli, timber, and fometimes com and pulfe.’ Our 
author adds, ‘ that Antwerp’s imports from Italy of filks, gold and fil- 
‘ f ver thread, camblets, grograms, and other fluffs (exclufive of other 



* wares), amounted to three millions of crowns yearly,’ (each crown 
being equal to two Dutch guilders) or about L6oo,ooo Sterling. 

‘ Antwerp fends to Germany pretious ftoiies and pearls, Ipices, 

' drugs, faffron, fugars, Englifli cloths, as a rare and curious thing, 

4 and of high price ; alfo a good deal of Netherland cloths * and ferges, 

‘ tapeftry, an infinite quantity of linen, and mercery of all forts ; and 
‘ Antwerp recei^ from Germany, by land- carriage, fijverjn bullio n, 

‘ quickfilve^^immenfe quantities of copper, fine wool of Heffe, glalsf^ 
‘ fuftians of an high price (to the value of above 600,000 .crowns year- 

'• Hence it appears thattlie flgtka oef England were'eftepmed ftiperior to thofe of the Netherlands/*'^ 

Vol.il ' ■ - ' R / 


‘ ly), woad, madder, and other dyers wares ; faltpetre ; vaft quantities 

* of mercery, and houfehold goods, very fine and good ; all kinds of 
‘ metals to an ineftimable value, and alfo of arms ; rhenifh wine, of 
‘ great importance in commerce, of exquifite tafte, profitable for 

* health, and proper for digeftion, and lb lafe, that one may drink 
‘ twice as much of it as. of any other wine, without affeding either 
u‘ head or fioraach ; of which (he fays}, they brought annually above 
>*- 40,000 tons, which, at 36 crowns per ton, amounted to 1,444,000 

crowns,’ This was indeed an almoft incredible quantity of rhenifh 
wine for one year’s importation 

* Antwerp fends by fea to Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Eaflland, Li*- 

* vonia, and Poland, vaft quantities of fpices, drugs, faffron, fugar, fait, 

‘ Enghfh and Netherland cloths and. fluffs, fuftians, linens, wrought 
‘ filks, gold fluffs, grograms, camblets, tapeftries, pretious Hones, Spa- 
‘ nifh and other wines, alum, Brafil wood, mercery, and houfehold 
‘ goods in abundance. And Antwerp receives from Eaftland and Po- 
' land wheat and rye to a vaft amount; iron, copper, brafs, faltpetre, 

* woad, madder, vitriol, flax, honey, wax, pitch and tar, fulphur, pot- 
' afhes, fine fkins and furs of various kinds, leather, timber (both for 
‘ fhipwrights and houfe-carpenters) in vaft abnn datioq : .great , 

‘ of beer, of high price and efteem; falted flefh ; faltM, dfiM,'’'5fijd, 

* linoked fifh ; yellow amber in great quantities, and numberlefs otheij^ 

‘ 'particulars f. " _ 

‘ Antwerp fends to France pretious ftones, quickfilver, filver in bul- 

* Hon, copper and brafs wrought and unwrought, lead, tin, vermiHon, 

‘ azure blue and crimfon, fulphur, faltpetre, vitriol, camblets, and grtr^ 
‘ grams of Turkey, Enghfh and Netherland cloths and lerges, great 


Wheeler (vsrlio wrote m the year i5oi ) fays, 
that a little before the troubles^ in the Low 

* Countnes, the Antwerpians were become th« 

* ^reateft dealers to Italy in Englifh and other 

* foreign merchandize, and alfo to Alexandria, 

‘ Cyprus, and Tripoli in Syria, beating the Itali- 
■* ans, Eoglifti, and Germans almoft entirely out 
‘ of that trade, as they alfo foon did the Germans 
‘ in the fairs and marts of their own country, 

‘ Tliat thofe<naf Amfterdam, and other new up- 

* Hart towns of Holland, with*their great hulks 

* and other Ihips, began to diminifh the trade qf „ 

* the Eailerlings at Antwerp and the Antwerp 

* merchants having great wealth, were the heft 
ahle to fupply Spain for the Indip' at long cre- 

, dit> whereby they fet their, own prices on their 
-- — ;^ianeTchandizci~- Antwerp alfo no fuppKed Ger- 
many, Spain, Portugd, and Eaftland with 

* the ^wares which France was wont to fupply 

* them. It is not paft eighty years ago (I; e* 

^^Sj-^bout lince there were not in London 

^ twelve Low Country mefehapts^ 


* who imported only ftone pots, hrufhes, toys for 

* children, and other pedlars wares ; but in lefs 
< than forty years after, there were in London at 
^ leaft an hundred Netherland merchants, who 
‘ brought thither all the commodities which the 
‘ merchants of Italy, Germany, Spain, France, 

‘ and Eaftland (of ail which nations there were 

* before that titne, divers famous and notable rich 
‘ merchants and companies) 'ufed to bring into 

^ < England out of their own country diredly, to 
the great damage of the laid ftrangers, and of 
5 the natural born Englifh merchants/ 

^ f Wc may here ohftrve, that the merchants of 
thofc northern countries, where the ports arc gene^.*. 
rally frozen up all the winter, not being able in 
'thofe times to ftnifh a vpyage to the fouthern parts 
of Europe or up the M^^^rranean, in due time to 
get home before the feeing that they 

could be fuppli^ with the pr^!i:^e and manufac- 
tures of the whole world at Antwerp, found it moft 
convenient to make i that* qity th^ grand ftaple of 
their. whole 



’* Tiie French at this at fettlement 

f The filk manufa£liirc of France, now in its infancy, afforded as yet nothing for exportation- 
■j: Qussre, ifwwftedsi ' ’ - 
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quantities of fine linen, tapeftry, leather, peltry, wax, madder, tallow, 
dried flefti, and much fait fiih, &c. And France fends back to Ant- 
werp by fea, fait of Brouage to the value of 180,000 crowns ; 40,000 
bales of fine woad of Tholoufe, which at crowns per bale, amounts 
to 300,000 crowns ; canvas, and other ftrong linen of Bretagne and 
Normandy, in immenfe quantities ; about 40,000 tons of excellent 
red and white wines, at about 2 5 crowns per ton ; faffron, fyrup off"*^ 
fugar, turpentine, pitch, paper of all kinds to a great value, prunesiT 
Brafil wood*. By land alfo, France fends many fine and curiou%<-» 
things in gilding (d’orures), fome very fine cloths of Paris, Rouen, 
Tours, and Champagne, threads of Lyons, &c. which are highl^ 
prized, excellent verdigreafe of Montpelier ; and, laftly , many forts of 
merceries to a great value f . 

‘ To England, Antwerp fends jewels and pretious fiones, filver bul- 
lion, quickfilver, wrought filks, cloth of gold and filver, gold and fil- 
ver thread, camblets, grograms, fpices, drugs, fugar, cotton, cummin, 
galls, linens fine and coarfe, ferges, demy-oftades^, tapeflry, madder, 
hops in great quantities, glafs, fait fifh, metallic and other merceries 
of all forts to a great value ; arms of all kinds, ammunition for v’ar, 

4 ji^pufehold fur niture. From England, Antwerp receives vafi: 
Intitie^mf firm and coarfe draperies, fringes, and other things of 
that kind, to a great value ; the finest wool, excellent faffron in fmall 
quantities ; a great quantity of lead and tin ; fheep and rabbit Ikins 
without number, and various other forts of fine peltry and leather ; 
beer, cheefe, and other: forts of provifions in great quantities ; alfo 
Malmfey vrines, which the Englifti import from Candia. 

‘ To Scotland, Antwerp fends but little, as that country is chiefly 
fupplied from England and France. Antwerp, however, fends thither 
fome fpicery^ fugars, madder, wrought filks,. camblets, ferges, linen 
and mercery: And Scotland fends to Antwerp vaft quantities of pel- 
try of many kinds, leather, wool, indifferent cloth, fine large pearls, 

* though not of quite fo good a water as the oriental ones. 

‘ To Ireland, Antwerp fends much the fame commodities and quan« 

* titles as to Scotland. And Antwerp takes from Ireland, fkins and 
leather of divers forts, fome low-priced cloths, and other grofs things 

* of little value. » ^ 

‘ To Spain, Antwerp fends copper, brafs, and fatten, wrought and 

* unwrought ; tin, lead, much woollen cloth of various kinds made in 

* the Netherlands, as alfo fome made in England ; ferges of all prices ; 
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‘ lue, camblets, flax thread wax, pitch, madder, tallow, fulphur and 
frequently wheat and rye, falted flefli and fifli, butter and cheefe all 
; forts of mercery, of metals, filk, thread, &c. to a large amount f fife : 

^ in bullion, and worked up into fifefmith’s work; arras of all forts 
^ and ammunition ; houfehold furniture, and tools of all kinds • and 
^ every thing elfe produced by human indullry and labour, to whick 
'« author) tbe meaner people of Spain have an utter averfion 

OfSpain, Antwerp takes jewels and pearls, gold and fife in great* 

_ quantities, cochineal, farfaparilla, guaiacura, faflfron, filk raw^nd 
thrown, and worked up into various fluffs, velvets, taffeties, fait alum= 
iro^ cordovan leather, wines of various kinds, oils' 

* ,1 ' melafles, Arabian gums, foap, fruits both moift and 

dried, in vafl quantities • wines and fug;rs frSn the CanlrieT? 

‘ copier bral ^ai1?tn^ quickfilver, vermilion, 

‘ Sfd and fife thL f A f\ arti«ery and ammunition, 

‘ - V other wares before named as they 

And to Spam. From Portugal, Antwerp brings pearls and pretious 
^ ftones. gold, fpices to the value of above a millbn^of Iwra annual 

‘ barb's Smn ia great quantities, aloes, rhu- 

Darb, anil, cotton,. China root„ and many other pretious thine-s frnm^ 
India, TOtb which the greiueft part of Europe 

^ warp ; alfo fi^rs ftona the ifland of St. ThoL, unto, the equ^^ 

• to dtr; “MallZttf S Afrtou coafta , Btaf?! wood " 

* n' ^ Guinea grams, and other drugs from the 

‘ from alfo, and good wines from Madeira. And' 

^ from Portupl-itfelf Antwerp brings their fait, wines, and oils wo 7 ^ 

feeds,, orchil, many forts of fruits both, moifl and dried preferved and 
candied, to a great value. ’ preierved and. ^ 

‘ Laflly, to Barbary, Antwerp fends woollen cfotH fer^es linen mer 

• le^then X. «l»>I-tid5, 

Thus we have a furamary view o£ the ex-nortc ♦. r a " 

werp, the moft eminent cit> for commerce, then in EuJ 3 e° Tvf 
of Armuyden^ bn the iJland of Walchefen r * por.t 

the place <!)f rendezvous for' the fhWme'of 
there have been often fin 50o*hir|T| 
turning from diftant parts of the wnrU w.1 4 .5 i ^ 

500 fliips to come and. go in one day, and 400 to come In tt^S I'Ti ' 
one tide ; that 10,000^ ^rts wW rnnffeK™^'r^ Scheldt la 

tbe neighbouring^QOuntries 
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(Radies ufed by people of diftindion ; that in Antwerp there are i 69 
bakers,, 78 butchers *, 92 fifhin.ongers, 1 1 o barbers and furgeons^ 594 
^tailors, 1 24 goldfmiths, (befide a ^reat number of lapidaries and jewel- 
^ lers), 30c mafter painters,, gravers, and carvers, mercers (i. e. retaders^ 
and pedlars), &c. without number: That the city contains 13,500 
houfes: That lodgings are fo extravagantly dear as (except Lilbon) to 
furpafs any city of Europe; infomuch, that a fet of lodgings of five or * 
fix chambers, with a hall and garrets, do not let for left than 200 crowns^ 
yearly; and the greater lodgings and fmaller houfes ufuaily at 500^^^ 
■crowns and upwards. Laftly, That by the great concourfe of ftrangers' 
at Antwerp, ^vice of all that pafles in every other part of the world is 
brought thither. 

Having fufficiently enlarged' on the noble city of Antwerp, Guicciar- 
din gives us a Iketch: of the herring filhery of the maritime provinces^' 
of Frifeland (Groningen was then part of Frifeland), Holland, Zealand, 
and Flanders, He fays, the number of fifhermen and vefiels, efpecially 
of thofe four provinces, and’ of the French (with fome few Englifh)t, 
fifhing firfl; on. the coafi; of Scotland, and next on that of England, , is al- 
mofl: infinipe; But, confining himfelf only to the Netherlands, con- 
c emin ? whiklnl p made a very ftrid inquiry, he fays, that in peace- 
mes- thfey ‘employed 70a bufles and boats, .which naake each three 
'■''^voyages in the feafon ; each veflel on an average being computed to^ 
take feventy lafls of herrings in the feafon,. each Ikft containing twelve 
barrels'of 900 or 1000 herrings each barrel; and as a laft commonly 
yields Lto Flemifh, or about L6 Sterling, the total amount of one 
's herring fifhery in thofe four provinces is L49.o,ooo Flemilh, of 
£294,000 Sterling f-.. 

That, notwithftanding the great ground which England has gaihed. 
on the Netherlands in this preceding century, their woollen manufac- 
ture is ftill very great, although, their own wool be very coarfe, com- 
pared to-- that of England and of Spain j as at Bois-le-duc,. Delft,. Haar- 
lem, Leyden,, and Amfterdam, they make above' 1 2,000. pieces of cloth 
and ferges,, &c. at each place ; alio at Yp res,, where the ancient hall for 
woollen cloth is ; at St. Winnoxberg, Courtray,.Menin-,.,Tiel, and Lifle, 
(which he efteems the next in commerce to Antwerp and Anq^erdam j 
Tournay,.Mons, Valenciennes (where,, befide woollen cloths, they make 
great quantities of taffeties,. &c.)> Maubeugei,Ehghein, Me. make, fine 
tapeilries.’ , . . . » , 

Twenty thoufand pieces of Hnra,. worth on an average ten crowns 

*Is not tKe nuinJi(i|i^^a:Kers and butcliers too ' filliiery of thofe* four ^TO^ncts'li^a''ml!lioir^P®!^ 
finall for ^eity^^hich receives 400 ihipSxm. &iiiiders# equal to Licc^ooo JEteriing, and tlieiV 

’'lair * " * ' ^ 


ride?- M. 

f About fixty years after this time Sir Walter 
Raleigh cemputea the value of the* cod and* ling' 


almon fifhing in^ Holland and Zealand at 4QO)OCO 


guildersi 






.a.' piec^, -are annually mafle at Bojs-le-duc, as alfo great quantities of 
knives, fine pins, mercery, &c. !A.t Nivelle (five leagues from Bruflels)^ 
itliey make great quantities of very fine cambric, as alfo at Cambrayl 
from which that fine manufadhire has its name. At Courtray they^""^ 
-make fine table-linen ; at Tiel, linen cloth and buckrams ; at Ghent, 
the cloth called from it ghenting, in prodigious quantities, and various 
forts of fine linen, woollens, tapeftries, fufl;jans, ^buckrams, &c. 

^ At the fame time, fpeaking of the commerce of Aihfterdam, he fays, 
^■^that ihips are conllantly feen in great numbers coming in and going yme 
- ^ -out, not only to and from other parts of the Netherlands, but allb 
France, England, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Poland, Livonia, Norway, 
Sweden, &c. He obferves, that Veer (named alfo Campveer, or Ter- 
veer) in Zealand, owes its principal commerce to its having been for 
many years the ftapie port for all the Scottifii {hipping. In conclufion, 
he pays the people of Holland the following fine compliment : They 
have no wine growing in their country, yet they have great plenty of that 
liquor ; nor flax of their own growth *, yet make the fined; linen in 
the univerfe. They have no wool, either in good quality or quantity, 
yet make infinite quantities of good cloth. They raife no timber, yet 
•they ufe more for fhips, dikes, &c. than 

together. And here let us add what Sir William Temple fays 

hy. way.of encomium on Holland above an hundred years lacer, viz^''"" 

‘ Never any country traded fo'much, and confumed fo Iktje. ^ They 
‘ buy infinitely, but it is to fell again ; they are the great mafteix of the 
-* Inian fpices and Perfian filks, yet wear plain woollen, and feed upon 
* their own fifh and roots ; they fell the finefi of their oum clotlfTo" 

‘ France, and buy coarle cloth out of England for their own wear ; they '' 

^ * fend abroad the bed; of their own. butter, and buy the cheaped: 


'* of Ireland, or the north of England, for their pwn ufe. In fhort, 
■* rhey fbmifh infinite luxury, which they never pra(d:ife, and traffic in 
‘ pleafures which they never tafie.’ 

‘ Thus, fays their -own great He witt, in his Intereji of Holland, aire 
dilijgjpnce, vigilance, valour, and frugality, not only natural tb the Hol- 
* landers theimHves, but, by the nature of their counjcfy, are communi- 
•* cated to all foreigners who inhabit among them.’,/ ' 

This year (according to the judicious Miflelden, in his Circle of com- 
merce, p. 55), Queen Elizabeth, by her charter confirmed all forifier 







^ „ -A, 


tOilfiis company. 


. . ^ Moreq^^j^Wfieeler (often 

already quoted) confirn^ t^’s^’ and adds, that,, the qpee^^apted them 
two other ample charters, viz. one in the fixth, and anotlacr in the twen- 
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^ Great quantities of flax are^raifcd now in Holl 
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year of her rei^^ in the former of which they firft had the 
defignation of nrerchantS'oadventurers given. them. 

The fame year, the queen granted by charter to the merchants of 
Exeter,’ by the title of the governor, confuls, and fociety of merchants- 
adventurers of Exeter, an exclnfive trade to France *. 

Sigifmund, king of Poland, being at war with RulEa, wrote to Queen' 
Elizabeth, requefting her not to permit herfubjedis to trade to Rulfia t 
by the way of Narva, as fumifhing his enemies with arts, arms, andj^ 
other neceflaries ; and he threatened fueh fhips as fliould fo trade witl\^. 
his utmoft refentment. But his threateniugs on this and another famous 
eccafion, hereafter to be noticed, were very little regarded. , ^ 

Eric XIV, king of Sweden^ taking advantage of the depreflion of 
.* the German knights of the crofs by the Ruffians, accepted of the re-- 
queft of the town of Revel and of the country adjacent, to take them 
under his protection, thereby Sweden got a footing in Livonia ; and by 
the acquifition of that tine country, which Sweden held till the former 
part of the eighteenth century, its commerce, wealth, and power. were- 
contiderably increafed. - 

1561.- — In the next year, the PoleSir Danes, Swedes, and Mufcbvites, 
having i n their t^^s g radually depreffed the powers and "greatly lefleiv 
. 'g^ra i€^6ffii^6ns~df the Teutonic order in Livonia, the great mailer of 
.--'^that order, Gottard Ketler, refigned that part of Livonia which now re- 
mained to them into the hands of the Poles, after that order had held 
it 357 years, according to Thuanus [L. xxviii.] Ketler thereupon re- 
ceived from Sigifmund king of Poland the fovereignty of Courland and 
* **■ fSa migallia, under the title of duke, to be held by him and his heirs of 
, the crown of Poland. 

The Hamburghers Hill maintaihing their claim to an exclulive fove- 
reignty on the river Elbe, for the fupport of which they had feized a 
Danifh fhip, Frederick 11 of Denmark, therefor now feized all the 
Hamburgh Ihips in the Danifli ports,- .and after much difpute obliged 
that city to pay him 40,000 gitildbrs for fatisfaCtion. 

Howell relates, of the^World, V. ii, p. 222] that Queen Eliza- 

beth, in this third year of her reign, was prefented with a pair of black 
knit filk {lockings by her filkwoman Mrs. Montague, and thenceforth . 
Ihe never wore cloth ones any more, He adds, * that Henry VIII, that 
magnificent and expenfive prince,._wore ordinarily cloth' hofe, except 
■ when there came from Spain, by great chance, a pair of filk ftockings ; 
for Spain very early abounded in filk. His fon, Edward VI, was pre- 
fented with a of long Spaaifti- filk ftocking s by his merchant Sir 
Thomas GrejS^im, and the prefent was then miSCh talffin 'notic^fHTTPiT!?^" 
it appears ^hat the invention of knit filk ftockings came from Spain. 

^ Their privilege was confirmed and rei5:n6led to their own city by an of parliament 4 
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Others relate, .fTiat one William Rider, an apprentice on London hridge, 
"feeing, at the houfe of an Italian merchant, a pair of knit worfted ftock- 
ings from Mantua, very ingenioufly made a pair exadly like them, 
which he prefented to WiUiam Earl of Pembroke, being the firft or"^ 
that kind worn in England, in the year 1564. 

A rich -mine of copper was difcovered at Newlands, in Cumberland, 
‘Which had been neglefted many ages, fays Camden {Brit. p. 631.2 And 
yat the lame time there was found in great abundance the ftone called 
r-=-y;lapis calaminaris, or calamy ftone, fo neceflary for turning copper into 
brafs. ■ ; 

The country people, upon licence being granted for the exportation 
of grain, began to ply their hulbandry more diligently than formerly, 
by breaking up grounds which had remained untilled beyond all me- 
mory of man. 

According to Malynes’s Centre of the circle of commerce* , p. 93, 
4to, 1623, Queen Elizabeth granted a new charter {^tio regni^ of con- 
firmation to the corporation of the mayor and conftables of the ftaple 
of England, of all fuch privileges and liberties as they did, might, or 
ought to have enjoyed, one year before the lofs of Calais, by grant, 
charter, law, prefeription, or Cuftom, notwith ftanding any non-ufer. 
abufer, &c. ' 

The French feem to have traded very early to the coaft of Guinea 
and its neighbourhood ; for the writer of an Englilh voyage to Guinea, 
in the year 1591', fays, that about thirty years before that time the 
French traced from the ports of Normandy to the river Gambia with 
four or five ftiips yearly f. {Hakluyt^ V. ii, p. 189, part ii.] 

. 1562. — Some Frenchmen alfo, aflifted by the Admiral Coligny,made 
an attempt to fettle in Florida ^ but not being fupported from home^ ' 
they were forced to abandon that enterprife, being almoft famiftied for 
want of provifions, in the year 1 564, after remaining in Florida two 
fummers and one winter. 

The fame year Coligny alfo projedled a fettlement on the fouth-eaft 
coaft of Africa {fays Mezeray), near Mozambique or Melinda, to ferve 
as a retreat for the French in carrying on the trade of Africa and Eaft 
India, as was pradifed by the Portuguefe ; and three fhips, with 1206 
foldiers, '^ere fent out? but they were fhipwrecked on the ifle of Madei- 
ra; and after h- feuffle with the Portuguefe there, they returned to 
France without, farther purfuing their original defign. 

Mr. Jolin Hawkins, aflifted by the fubferiptions of fundry gentlemen, 
now fitted out_three fhips f the largeft being of 1 20, t%s, and the fmall- 
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^ ^ trtziiCc wntten Ctrek oj' of Africa claims an antiquity of twa, tcnturki 

i;Qmtp(£rce»^ Tbcfe difputes have beea liitjg dormant, prior to this time, as I have fhowu in its proper 
The French |omm€jcce with the weft coaft place. ^ ^ . . , . ' , 
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eft but 40), and having learned that negroes were a very good commo- 
dity in Hifpaniola, he failed to the coaft of Guinea, and took in ne- 
groes, and failed 'with them for Hifpaniola, where he fold his negroes 
and Englifli commodities, and loaded home his three velTels with hides, 
fugar, and ginger, and alfo many pearls, returning home in the year 
^ 5 ^ 3 > making a profperous voyage. This feems to have been the 
very firft attempt from England for any negro trade, 

1563 — The Ruflia company did not lofe light of their trade into Per-* 
fia by the way of Ruflia ; for in this year they fent three of their agents^^ 
to the Perfian court at Cafbin on the bufinefs of their traffic. 

By an ordinance of this year, when the price of wheat does not ex-j,^- 
ceed I of, rye, peafe and beans Sf and malt 6 J^ per quarter, they may- 
be exported in Englifli {hipping, • This fhows that thofe prices were 
then efteemed fo moderate, that for the benefit of farmers they might 
be exported. Thus we fee that the rates of provifions, and- confequent- 
ly of living, are conflderably advanced fince the coins were reduced to 
the modern weight, &c. 

The firft ftatute was. now enaded for the relief of 'the poor, [fee the 
year 1597] ; for whereas hitherto all the ads of parliament only recom- 
mended voluntary contributions fqr the poor, it was now found necef- 
go a*,fttj 5 Tftrtiier. It is certain that the fuppreflion of the con- 
events had not a little increafed this diforder ; thofe houfes having been 
a great relief to the poor on their own lands, and in their neighbour- 
hood, to whom not only their kitchens but their granaries were ever 
open, more efpeci ally in times of dearth. When, therefor the church 
Jmds were fold by King Henry VIII at fuch eafy purchafes, it was then 
declared to be for enabling the buyers to keep up that wonted, hofpita- 
lity, which however they greatly negleded to do ; And there was no 
‘corapulfory law till the prefent ad, which, after direding, poor and im- 
potent perlons of every, parifh to be relieved by what every perfon will 
of his charity give weekly, to be gathered by colledbrs, and diftributed 
to the poor, fo as none of them, {hall openly go or fit begging ; and if 
any parifhioner {hall obftinately refufe to, pay reafonabl-y towards the 
relief of the poor, or {hall difcourage others, then the juftices of the 
peace, at their quarter-feffions, may tax him. to a reafonable weekly 
fum, which, if he refufes to pay, they may compiit him to p^ifon : Yet, 
where the pariihes have more poor than they can relieve, the juftices 
may licence fo many of their poor as they flrall think good, to beg in 
one or more hundreds of the relpedive county. Laftly, beggars, in any 
other place thaivjwhere legally, lieenced, are to be panilhed according to 

the lawn's agffii»^?vagabonds. [5 Eii?s. c. 3.] ^ iii » i 1 , 

Thjg m^tftatute of. this feifion [<r,.4], intitled, a, repeal of fo much 
of former ftatutes as^ concern the hiring, keeping, ’’departing, working, 
or order of fervants, labourers, &c. dnd a declaration, who fliall be com-”' 
VoL, II, S \ 
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pellable to ferve in handicrafts, and who in hnfbandry, and their feverai 
duties, &c. gives the fubftance of many former laws, with their imper- 
fedlions and contrariety ; and remarks, that the wages, afcertained in 
many of thofe ads of parliament, were now become infufncient, by .. 
reafon of the advanced prices of all necelTaries fince thofe times. Yet, 
as large and comprehenlive as this ad is (which is partly dill in force), 

'• .there are fundry fubfequent datntes, both in this and fucceeding reigns, 
ipr regulating difputes between mafters and their fervants, apprentices, 
^r|nd labourers, concerning their wages, time of labour, &c. 

The next law [c. 5], intitled, conftitutions for the maintenance of the 
«--mavy, &c. contains many good claufes for encouraging our own {hip- 
ping and mariners: As,T) By permitting herrings, and other 6{h caught 
on our coads, to be exported duty free, 11 ) That no foreign {hips fhall 
carry any goods coadwife from one Engliih port to another. Ill) Wines 
and woad {hall he imported from France in Englilh {hipping only, with 
fome inconliderable exceptions, IV) That, for the maintenance of 
{hipping, the increafe of fiihermen and mariners, the repairing of pore 
towns, and the increafe of the flefh vidual of the realm, it {hall not be 
lawful for any to eat fleih on Wednefdays and Saturdays, under the for- 
feiture of L3 for each offence, excepting cafes of jScknefs, and alfo thofe 
by fpecial licences to be obtained j for which licetidgS^ ^xe^rs wetOfb*" 
pay Li : 6 : 8 to the poor’s box of the parilh, knights and their wiv^is"* 
13/ 4, and others each. But no licence was to extend to the eat- 
ing of beef on thofe days at any time of the yea^^mor to the eating of 
veal in any year from Michaelmas to the id day of May *. 

The ingenious author of the Prefent date of England (8vo, 1 
p. 77), acquaints us, that the manufadure of knives in England was be 
gun in this year by Thomas Matthews on Fleet-bridge, in London 
How drangely are things altered lince thofe times ? for now Lon 
excels all the earth in this reipedt, and fupplies many other nations 
therewith in great quantities. 

1564, — Many good laws had been lately made in England for, the 
employment of the people for improving the woollen manufadure, 
againll the importation of foreign manufadures interfering with home 
ones ; and for fetting up new manufadures, and improving old ones, 
more efpeoSally fince th§ acceiiion of Queen Elizabeth : Particularly an 
ad of parliament [5 Eli%. c. 7] dridly. prohibiting the importation of 
girdles, rapiers, knives, {heaths, hilts, pummels, lockets, chapes, fcab- 
bards, horfe-furniture of all kinds, gloves, points, dirrups, bits, leather, 
laces , and Thefe re gulations greatly alarmed the Netherlanders ; 

more efpecially became (p^s^enraged 

». Wedntf4ay was aftenvands exmpted from Hill -siauallera i!fere forbidden to- utter flefh in lent, 

• tills -political falling, or abftinence from fiefli ; buti and on Fridays, and Saturdays. [27 Eli%.c. 2.] 
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fee the Englifli taking fuch large ftrides towards an univerfally-ex ten- 
live commerce. Moreover, the raifing the cuftom on cloth exported to 
the Netherlands, and of merchandize irnported from thence into Eng-' 
land, had given great offence to the Netherlanders. All thefe confi- 
derations now induced the duchefs of Parma, govemefs of the Nether- 
lands, to ilTue her proclamation prohibiting the exportation of any ma- 
terials for the above manufadures to England. Moreover, by way of 
retaliation, but under the pretext of the plague, which at this time 
raged in England, fhe prohibited the importation of Englilh woollen - 
goods into the Netherlands. In this year, therefore, the Englilh com- 
pany of mercbants-adventurers were obliged to carry their woollen - 
cloths to Embden in Eall: Frifeland, where for a while they kept their 
ftaple, entirely deferting the Netherlands. Whereupon Philip II of 
Spain abfolutely prohibited all his fubjeds from trading with the Eng- 
lilh at Embden ; Yet, in the end, the fteadinefs of Elizabeth got the 
better of all oppolition; for Philip, knowing that the true intereft of 
his Netherland fubjedfs required peace and commerce with England, 
found himfelf obliged to revoke all his prohibitions, and to admit the 
Englilh to trade with the Netherlands as formerly, on the bottom of the 
intercurfus magnus^ Camden, in bis hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, re- 
, lares-, that olar general trade with the Netherlands at this time amount- 
ed to twelve millions of ducats, five millions of which was for Englilh 
cloth alone. 


Queen Elizabeth concluded a general treaty of peace and commerce 
with King Charles IX of France, the commercial part of which was ex- 
the fame with that of the year 1559. \J(£dera,V. 'Xv,p. 640.] 

• - PulFendorf, in bis hifiory of Sweden, relates, that about this time (for 

_Jbe is too regardlefs of chronology), in a fea-fight between the fleet of 
Eric XIV, king of Sweden, and that of Frederic II of Denmark, the 
Swedifh fleet confilled of 40 fliips, their admiral Ihip mounting 200 
brafs cannon ; which liuge Ihip being feparated from the reft of that 
fleet by a ftorm, fullained alone the attack of the whole Danilh fleet, 
joined by that of Lubeck, and funk the admiral of the latter by her 
fide. But being at length furrounded and overpowered by the enemy 
fleet, fhe was fet on fire, and totally deftroyed. This is probably the 
firft, and it is as probable will be the laft veflel of fo enormous a fize *- 
The Hollanders, in the zenith of their naval power and glory, feldom 
* • or never went beyond 90 cannon for their firft-rate fhips of war ; and 

it feems more for the fake of found than Tor folid advantage, that the 
Englifh and rrep<^ have run into' an higher 

^ wetnew the fize of the brafs cannon^ were not very heavy, may be inferred from the Hen- 

•the number of them cannot warrant a belief that ry Grace deDieu, built by King Henry VIII, car* ^ 

Ibe was larger than fome antient, or many modern, rying 122 guns> though only of 1 000 tons bur^- 
&ips.. That, the gun& carried by fliipa at tdiis time den. J/. 
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may in tHs place remark, that in proportion as the northern crowns in- 
creafed their correfpondence with the fouthern -parts of Europe, they 
improved in their naval ftrength and commerce ; and in nearly the 
fame proportion did the Hanfeatic towns decline in both thofe refpeds, 
efpecially thofe within the Baltic fea. Mr. Burchet, in his Naval hiftory, 
obferves, that as Denmark polfeiTes many illands, and a large extent of 
Scoimtry along the ocean, the Danes have for many ages had a confider- 
able naval force. Whereupon he inllances the above named (which he 
,^calls fignal) vidory over the Swedifh fleet, and their admiral fhip of 200 
cannon, which he fays was called the Nonefuch. He adds, that a little 
before. King Chriftian III, at the inftances of the French king Hen- 
ry IT, aided the Scots againfl England with a fleet of 100 fail, manned 
■with 10,000 men; which tranfadfion is however very flightly touched 
by moft Eiiglifli hiflorians. 

Sir William Monfon (who wrote his Naval trafe in the year 1635) 
has the following hiftorical remark on this fubjedl, viz. till of late, ‘which 
perhaps (fays he) few will believe, moft of our fhips of burden were 
bought from the Eaft-country men (on the fouth fide of the Baltic fea), 
who likewife enjoyed the greatefl trade of our merchants in their own 
vellels. And, to bid adieu to that trade and thofe Ihips, the Jefus of 
Lubeck, a veflel of great burden and ftrength in tHofe*days, was'-is&d)' 
laft fhip bought by the queen, which in the year 1564 was caft away in 
the port of St. John de tJlloa, in New Spain, under Sir John Hawkins. 

A charter, dated 8th July 1 564, granted to the company of merchant- 
adventurers of England, conftituted them a body politic or corpora- 
tion in England. The queen thereby grants them a common feal 
petual fucceflion, liberty to purchafe lands, and to exercife government 
in any part of England. ‘ But if any freeman of this company ftiali 
* marry a wife born beyond fea, in a foreign country, or lhall holcf” 
‘lands, tenements, or hereditaments in Holland, Zealand, Brabant, 

' Flanders, Germany, or other places near adjmning, he lhall be dif- 
‘ franchifed from the faid fellowlhip of merchants-adventurers, and be 
‘ utterly excluded ' from the privileges thereof.’ Wheeler (as already 
noted under the year 1560) obferves, that this charter gave them firft 
the name^of merchants-adventurers of England, i. e. as an Englilh cor- 
poration of that name; for in a charter or grant of privileges from 
King Henry Vn in 1505, we have feen them called by that name, 
though they never were till now properly a corporation in England. 

This year a patent was granred'to the Hamburgh company for ever, 
withhbgiijjpLn^ von )Oo cloths, ’ though not wi\{^ht or drelTed ; 

lereoi 2 5 ,000 to be a'bove the value of L3, and urmS«i,Ae value of 
L6 per cloth ; and the other .5000 to bn. above the.valu^f"iJL4 per 
cloth*. ■ ' , ' M,. '■ ' 

* This appears from an aQ; [6 e. 9^ fed ® 
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1 555.— Admiral Coligny .perfuaded Charles IX, king of France, again 
to attempt the fettlement of a colony in Florida ; for which purpofe 
Laudonier was fent thither in three Ihips, wdth people and necedaries ; 
and he erefted fort Caroline at the mouth of the river May. The nest 
year Ribault was fent thither ; but fix large Ihips, purpofely fitted out 
from Spain for the deftrudion of the French fettlement, coming upon 
the coafl, the French (hips got to fea, and efcaping the Spaniards, re- 
turned back to their fettlement, and prepared to attack the Spanifh 
fhips ; But a fudden ftorm deftroying or difperfing all the French fhips, 
encouraged the Spaniards to attack, and finally to deftroy the fort, 
where Laudonier was left with a few men, mod; of whom the Spaniards 
flew. Laudonier, with a few more, efeaped to France by the way of 
England. 

It appears that the maritime ftrength of the Turks was at this time 
very confiderable; for although they failed in their attempt againfi: 
Malta (being forced this 6 ,me year to raife the fiege of it), they had in 
that expedition 160 galleys, 20 great ihips, fuch as we commonly call 
men of war, and a great number of fmaller yeOhls. [MeUram Hiftoria 
Belgica^ L. i.] 

The firft new prpjed: in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, is her exclufive 
grant to Armigill Wade, Efq. and William Herle, Gent, for the foie 
making of briraftone foy thirty years ; and alfo for the foie making or 
extrading from certain lierbs, roots, and feeds, an oil proper to be ufed 
for wool, and for dreffing woollen cloth ; they having, with great la- 
bour and application, and not a little expenfe, found out the faid fe- 
C3f«ts. \_Fcedera, V.xv, p.t^o.'\ Thefe are the firfl new and exclufive 
projeds found in the Foedera ; yet if none had been in the pradice of 
either of them before in England, we cannot fo properly term them 
monopolies, the proper definition of which is an exclufion of all others 
from what they had been in the pofleflion and pradice of till that ex- 
clufion took place. , 

Sir John Hawkins, in his voyage to the Spanifh Wefi-Indies, forced 
a traffic with the people of thofe parts, and did much mifchief to the 
Spaniards. - 

In the fame year, Queen Elizabeth, after reciting that fhe had hereto- 
fore granted licences to certain Dutch or Germans to dig foi^alum and 
copperas, as well as for gold, filver, copper, and quickfilver, in feveral 
counties, granted two exclufive patents to Humphreys and Shute (who 
had brought into England upwards 
and fearch for th^fe metals, and ali 
fame in. ^^.glShd, and within the 
known^o this day by the name of the charter for the tnines-royal. She 
alfo in the fame year granted them the foie ufe of the calamy Itone, or 
lapis calaminaris, for compofition of a mixed metal called fatten, and all 


of twenty foreign workmen) to dig 
fo for tin a nd lead, and to refine the 
Englifli pale in Ireland and this is 



forts of battery works, caft-work, and wife. And in the year 1568 fhe 
incorporated Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper of the great feal, Thomas 
duke of Norfolk, and others, jointly with the faid Humphreys and 
Shute, by the name and defignation of the governors, affiftants, and fo- 
ciety of the mineral and battery works 

Before this undertaking, it feems that all Englilh iron wire was made 
and drawn by man’s ftrength alone, in the foreft of Dean and elfewhere, 
until thofe foreigners introduced the method of drawing by a mill; 
wherefbr, till then, they neither could make any great quantity of 
wire, nor fo good in quality. The greateft part therefor of the iron 
wire ufed in England, and alfo of ready-made wool cards, and fuch 
things, were till now imported from foreign parts. 

1 566. — ^We have feen that King Henry VIII eredled a marine corpo- 
ration, which has been of Angular utility to the navigation of England, 
intitled, the matter, wardens, and affiftants of the trinity-houfe at Dept- 
ford-ftrond. They were now impowered, at their own cofts, from time 
to time, to eredt beacons, marks, and figns for the fea, in fuch places of 
the fea-ftiores and uplands near the fea-coafts for fea marks, as to them 
ftiould feem requifite, and to continue and renew them at their cofts. 
[8 Lliz, c. 13.J 

It appears that the gold ducat or florin of Florence was' how equal'to 
five {hillings Sterling. [jRa?i<?m, F". xv,/. 654.] 

The Englilh Ruffia company having in the preceding year fent leve- 
ral of their fadtors with Engliffi cloth, &Ci from Ruffia into Perfia, they 
found that the Venetians from Aleppo ufually bartered their woollen 
cloths and kerfies for raw filks, fpices, drugs, &c. and that much Vei>e» 
tian cloth was worn in Perfia, In this year they obtained from the fo- 
phi an immunity from tolls or cuftoms on their merchandize, and full^ 
protedHon for their perfons and goods. The company was moreover 
this year dignified by the fandlion of an adt of parliament -j- ; the rea- 
fons affigned for which were, I) ‘ That fundry fubjedls of the realm, 

‘ perceiving that divers Ruffian wares and merchandize are now im- 

* ported by the faid fellowlhip (after all their great charge and travel), 

* fome of which be within this realm of good eftimation, minding, for 
‘ their peculiar gain, utterly to decay the trade of the faid fellowlhip 

‘ have, coiitrary to tbc'-tenor of the faid letter s-patents, in great difor- 
‘ der, traded into the dominions of Ruffia, &c. to the great detriment 
‘ of this commonwealth. 

' II) And for that the nanie by which the faid fellowlhip is incor- 
^^^^^porated^lj^ffi of Queen Mary is longhand confifteth of 

Tliia diarter . of incorporatian was made a 
pretence for a copper bubble in the famous year 

.l^JSO.nr- ' f 

4' The though not printed in. the iiatutc 


book, is given at large by Hakltm.. Voyages^,. 
r. 369,^// 1598.3 

:j: Here the marginal note fays, * thisJa meant 
* by Alderman Bond the eider,?^ 
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V very rnany words, tbei*efor be it enaded, that the faid fellowfhip, 
‘ company, fociety, and corporation, fliall henceforth be called only by 
‘ the name of the fellowfliip of Englifh merchants for difcovery of new 
* trades ; by that name alone to continue a corporation for ever, with 
‘ all the powers and privileges of their faid charter, cfr of any other 
‘ corporation ; particularly, they may purchafe lands not exceeding 1 00 
‘ merks yearly, 8cc. And that no part of the continent, ifles, ports, or 
‘ arms of the fea of any emperor, king, prince, ruler, or governor, be- 
‘ fore the faid firft enterprife, not known or frequented by the fubjeds 
‘ of this realm, and lying from the city of London northwards, north-* 
‘ weftwards, or north-eaft wards, nor any parts now fubjedt to the czar, 

‘ John Bazilowitz, or to his fucceflbrs, fovereigns of Rullia, nor the 
‘ countries of Armenia, Media, Hyrcania, Perfia, or the Cafpian fea, 
‘ nor any part of them, fhall be failed or trafficked into, nor frequent- 
‘ ed by any fubjed of England, either by themfelves or their fadors, 
‘ &c. diredly nor indiredly, other than by the order, agreement, con- 
‘ fent, or ratification of the governor, confuls, and affiftants of the faid 
‘ fellowfhip, or the more part of them and their fuccefibrs, upon pain, 
‘ for every offence, to forfeit all fuch fliips, with their appurtenances, 
‘ goods, and merchandizes, one moiety to the queen, the other to the 


1 ‘ company. 

J ' ‘ i) Provided, however, that it fhall be lawful for any fubjed of this 

^ realm to fail to the port, town, territory, or caflie of Wardhoufe, or 
‘ to any of the coaffs of Norway, for trade of fifhing, or any other 
‘ trade there ufed by Englifh fubjeds. 

,4.^2) Provided that, for the better maintenance of the navy and ma- 
‘ riners of this realm, it fhall not be lawful to the faid company to tran- 
‘ fport any commodity of this realm to their new trade, but only in 
‘ 'Englifh ffiips, and with a majority of Englifh mariners ; and the like 
‘ in bringing into this realm, and into Flanders, any merchandize from 
‘ their new trade ; on pain, for every offence, of forfeiting Laoo, one 
‘ moiety to the queen, and the other fhall go to any Englifh port town 
‘ (having a clecayed harbour) that will fue for it. 

‘ 3) Provided, that no woollen cloths nor kerfies, unlefs they be all 
‘ drefled, and for the rnofl part dyed within this realm, fhall be export- 
ed to Ruflia, 8cc. by the faid tompany, under forfeiture dP L5 for 
‘ every fuch cloth; moiety to the queen, moiety to the clothworkers 



‘ company of London. 

* 4) Provided, that if in time of peace ffie faid fociety fhall difcon- 
‘ tinue wholly for the fpace oF three years the d ifchargiqg their m.er- 
‘ chandize at the road of St. Nicholas bay in Rullia, or at fome otner 
‘ port lyjja^on that north coaft of Ruffia, &c. then, during the time of 
‘ any fuch difcoiitinuance, it flmll be lawful for all the fubjedts of this 
' realm to trade to the Narve, only in Englifh bottoms. 


* 5) Provided alfo, that every of the queen’s fubjefls inhabiting the 
‘ city of York, and the towns of Newcaftle upon Tyne, tiull, and 
‘ B often, who have for the fpace of ten years continually traded the 
‘ courfe of merchandize, and who before the 2 5th of December 1 567 - 
* lhall contribute, join, and pur in ftock with the faid company, fuch 
‘ fum and fums of money as any of the faid company who hath tho- 
‘ roughly continued and contributed to the faid new trade from the 
' year 1552 hath done, and before the faid 25th of December 1567 
‘ fliail do, for the furniture of one ordinary, full, and entire portion or 
‘ fliare, and in all things behave himfelf as others of the fociety are 
‘ bound to do, (hall from the faid 25th of December 1567 be account- 
‘ ed free, and as one of the faid fociety and company in all refpefts.’ 

This laft claufe, in favour of thofe northern ports, was occafioned by 
their having been early contributors to the firft attempt for a north-eaft 
pafiage. 

We need only farther to remark on this ftatr^te, that it was the firft 
which eftabliihed an exclufive mercantile corporafion. 

By a ftatute for regulating the drapers company in the town , of , 
Shrewfbury, we learn that the trade in Welfh woollen cloth and lining,, 
commonly called Welfli cottons, frifes, and plains, had for a long time 
been confiderable in that town ; the drapers company there employing 
above 600 perfons as Iheermen or frifers. [8 Eliz. c. 7.} 

1567 — The commotions were now beginning in the Netherlands ; 
and the court of Spain rafhly determining to proceed to extremities with 
a people who highly prized their liberty, great and terrible were ‘the 
confeqnences : for (as Sir William Temple obferves), upon the firftjre- 
poft of the duke of Alva coming into the Netherlands with 10, coo ve- 
teran foldiers, the trading people ©f the towns and country withdrew 
from the provinces in fuch vaft numbers* that the duchefs of Parma, 
the govemefs, wrote to Philip II, that in a few days above 100,000 men 
had left the country, with their money and goods, and that more were 
following every day ; fo great an antipathy (fays that author} there ever 
appears between merchants and- foldiers. The govemefs, forefeeing the 
ills that were coming, defired leave to refign, and was fucceeded by the,, 
duke of^Alva, whofe fevere and cruel proceedings, on account of the 
late infurredions, and in fupport of the inquifition, , produced the convul- 
fions, which coft Europe fo much blood, and Spain a great part of the Low 
Country provinces. For after the feizure of the Counts Egmont and 
Horne, fuch numbers of -Netherlande.rs were perfecuted by Alva, that 
Af; Qr>nr>{-rv Clevcs, Embden, Ffancc, and England, 
were filled with thofe induftrious people, although the pnfons in the 
Netherlands were likewife crowded with fuch as the crutl^overnor 
could detain, many of whom however efcaped out of prifon. Hence, 
fa:ys Meterknps, after Alva had hanged, beheadedyi^ burnt fo many. 
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yet fo many more had fled to find flielter and bread for their families 
in foreign parts, carrying thither arts and manufadures, before only 
known in the Netherlands, that in England the decayed cities and 
towns of Gaiiter bury, Norwich, Sandwich, Golchefter, Maidftone, South- 
ampton, and many others, were filled with manufa< 5 i;urers of woollen, 
linen, and filk, weavers, dyers, cloth-dreflers, filk-throwfters, &c. whofe 
pofterity have at this day a confiderable lhare of the landed intereft in 
Kent, Eflex, &c. Juft fo, above 200 years before (about the year 1360) 
the Belgians and Flemings, by frequent inundations driven from home, 
firft taught the Englifh the art of making woollen cloth, of which they 
were before ignorant ; being till then only ikilled in hufbandry, fheep- 
keeping, and war ; for the Belgians and Flemings then fupplied the whole 
world with cloth *. It was now that the fugitive Netherlander s taught 
the Englifli to make bayes, fayes, and other flight fluffs, as alfo linen, 
and made their country very populous. So likewife the Hollanders, 
Zealanders, Brabanters, &c. taught not only England, but Germany’- 
and other countries, the art of fifhing, and many other manual arts, 
whereby thofe countries greatly increafed in riches and people. \Mete~ 
ram H§i. Belg. L-ia.l 

Hereby (fay alfo our own authors) the city of Norwich, which Kef s 
rebellion in the year 1549 had almojl def dated, leai'ned the manufaBure of 
thofe fine and light fluffs, which have ever fince gone hy its name, and have 
rendered that city not only opulent, but famous all over Europe. The bay- 
makers fettled chiefly at Golchefler, and its neighbourhood, in Eflex, 
ever fince famous for that ufeful and profitable manufafture, fo much 
in^equefl in the warmer climates of Europe and America. The bayes, 
fayes, and other flight woollen goods, are what are ufually called the 
new drapery, as being fo much later introduced into England than the 
old drapery of broad-cloth, kerfies, &c. 

It may here be noted, that the Flemings in the neighbourhood of 
Norwich introduced gilliflowers, carnations, Provence-rofes, and other 
flowers hitherto unknown in England. ■ 

Martin Frobifher now made his firft voyage for finding a north-weft 
paffage to the Eafl-Indies, wherein he was aflifted by Ambrofe Dudley 
earl of Warwick. He fet out with two barks of twenty-five tons each, 
and one pinnace of ten tons, ancB entered the ftrait going into"' the great 
bay, fince called Fludfon’s, whicll he named Frobiiher’s ftrait. He alfo 
gave names to Queen Elizabeth’s foreland, Gape Labrador, Gabriel’s 
ifland. Prior’s found, &c. wh^ are, ftill^'etained in charts and maps. 
He brought home'’ one of thtfnati'\;es,’'and alf o a kind of bright ftone, 
which being tried by the London goldfmiths, contained a great propor- 
tion of-gS?d, and are faid to have promifed great matters, if any quan- 

^ He ought to have faid, on this fide of the Mediterranean fea. 
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tity thereof could be had ; which flattering hopes produced a feeond 
voyage ten years after, although no- north-weft paflage was found. 

Sir Thomas Grefliam, an eminent merchant of London, who in the 
ftile of thofe times was called the queen’s merchant, becaufe he had the 
management of all her remittances, and her other money concerns with 
foreign ftates, and with her armies beyond fea, erefted a building in 
London (then efteemed a fine one) for the daily public refort of mer- 
chants. The queen would not have that place called, as in other coun- 
tries, the Bourfe, but gave it the name of the Royal exchange. Its fi- 
gure is to be feen in fundry books, confifting, like the prefent one, of a 
fquare piazza, with a building over it, much like that at Grefliam col- 
lege, which was Sir Thomas’s own dwelling-houfe. When it was finifli- 
ed, the queen came in perfon, and proclaimed its name with the heralds 
at arms, trumpets founding, &c. It was burnt down in the great con- 
flagration of the year 1666, and foon rebuilt iii its prefent much greater 
fplendour. There was before this time a place in Lombard-ftreet for 
the meeting of merchants, but it was now by the increafe of commerce 
found to be too fmall. 

We have feen, under the year 1564 to 1566, the ill fuccefs of the 
French in their attempts to fettle in Florida. Another attempt was now 
made by Captain Gourgues, who arriving with three fliips in Florida, 
took the Spanifh forts, and put all the Spaniards to the fword ; but not 
having ftores fufficient for remaining there, he re-embar.ked, promifing 
the Indians to return the following year, and arrived in France in 1568. 
It was conjeftured that the admiral Coligny intended Florida as a laft 
refuge for thofe of his own perfuafion, the proteftants of France, fo.»e- 
feeir.g that they would probably be overpowered by the catholics ; yet 
no farther attempts were made by the French : And the fame country 
was afterwards colonized by the Englifli, and divided into the provinces 
of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

We muft here obferve, that in all thofe voyages to Florida, there 
were many plaufible accounts given of gold and filver mines, pearls and 
pretious ftones, which later difcoveries have proved* to be entirely fabu- 
lous. 4 ^nd this remark may be applied to almoft all our own firft Eng- 
lifli attempts for fettlements in the iflands and continent of America. 

1568 — -Some fhips -of Bifcay being^ chafed by the French into Ply- 
mouth, Falmouth, and Southampton, (Jueen Elizabeth detained thefum 
of 200,000 piftoles, found onboard them, upon a prefumption of its 
belonging to Spaniards; but, fome Genpefe merchants, who intended 
to form a bank in the N etherlanH^s. pfoviri^mt to be ftieir property, Ihe 
reftoFed It to them: neverthelefs, the duke of Alva thereupon feiz- 
ed the effeds, of the Englifli merchants-adventurers at Am^rp, to. 
the value, of about Lioo,ooo Sterling ; and Elizabeth, by way of re- 
prifal,. feized, the Nether land and Spanilh fliips anddfects in England,., 
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to tlie value of about £200,000 Sterling ; for in thofe times the Nether- 
landers and Spaniards had more fliips and efFedts in England than the 
Englhh had in thofe countries, however diflEerent the cafe may be in 
modem times. This obliged the Englilh merchants-adventurers to re- 
move from Antwerp to Hamburgh, whence, by the influence of the 
emperor, they were obliged to remove to Staden, where they remained 
till the year 1597, though much diflurbed by the Hanfeatic league, be- 
caufe Queen Elizabeth had put the merchants of the Steelyard on an 
equal footing with her own fubjedts, in refpedt to the cuflom on cloth, 
&c. exported. When the Englifh merchants-adventurers firft fettled 
at Staden, it was fo unmercantile a town, that there were no other mer- 
chants found there ; but during the time that company remained there, 
Staden wonderfully increafed in wealth and buildings, 

Charles IX of France continuing to diftrefs and perfecute his prote- 
flant fubjedls, notwithftanding the manifeft prejudice of fuch condudt 
to the true intereft of himfelf and his kingdom, by driving great num- 
bers of his mofi; induflrious fubjedls into foreign countries ; concerning 
which hardfhip of his people of her own perfuafion. Queen Eliza- 
beth, by her ambaflador Norris, frequently and earneftly remonftrated ; 
and particularly in this year, Camden (in her hiftory) acquaints us, ‘ that 
fhe exhorted him not to incenfe his good people (the proteflants) by 
trying arbitrary and dangerous experiments; but rather to beware of 
thofe bad miniflers, who, by driving out his beft fubjedls, did but weaken 
the power of France to fuch a degree, as to leave it an eafy prey to fuch 
as defired to di|prb it,’ But not being liflened to, fhe thereupon found 
heTfelf obliged to aflift thofe diftrefTed people, by generoufly fending 
them igo,ooo angels (fays Camden), with warlike ammunition, as 'they 
now religioully protefted that they took up arms againffc their king fole- 
ly for their own defence. Queen Elizabeth about this time received 
and courteoully entertained all fuch French proteflants as fled to Eng- 
land from perfecution at home, whereby fhe increafed the riches and 
populoufnefs of her own kingdom. ^ 

The Englifh Ruflia company’s frefh adventure through Ruflia into 
Perfia began in this year, and la^ed to 1573, according to Hakluyt, and 
would have proved exceeding profitable, had they not, in their return 
acrofs the Cafpian fea, with Peffian raw filk, v?rought filks of many 
kinds, galls, carpets, Indian fpice^, turquois flones, &c, been robbed by 
Coflac pirates, to the value of abf^t £40,000 Sterling, fome fmall part of 
which, however, ijiey recoyep^d^feljrozflflhl^' out from Aflracan. 

The tyranny and cruelty of the Spaniards tq-tiset Moors, w)ro flifl re- 
mainedJjj,'great numbers in the countries of Granada and Murcia, pro- 
duced a terrible infurredtion of thofe people, which lafled almoit two 
years. For though Ferdinand and Ifabella had conquered Granada, the 
lafl Moorifh kingdom in SpaiUj and driven out vafl numbers of Moors, 

T 2 • 


148 A. D. 1568. 

yet there hill remained a great number in Granada and Murcia j who 
outwardly made profeffion of chriftianity to preferve their property. 
The bigoted Romifli clergy had before this time frequently fet on foot 
perfecutions againfl thoie miferabie people, as particularly againft 
thofe of the Albaizin, a quarter in the city of Granada, where great 
numbers of very rich Moorilh merchants inhabited, as did alfo fome 
of their nobility, and of the blood of their antient Moorifh kings, rec- 
koned to amount to io,oco men fit for war. - In other towns alfo of 
Gi'anada, particularly in the mountainous parts, there were above 
100,000 families of Moors, mo ft of whom were fhepherds and farmers. 
All thefe were the defcendants of thofe Moors, to whom Ferdinand and 
Ifabella, on their conqueft of Granada, had promifed that they and their 
pofterity ftiould remain there with all fafety and liberty, to enjoy their 
religion, fo long as they obferved the laws, and paid taxes as other fub- 
jedts. But that had been long before broke through, after a flout re- 
iiftance by the Moors of Alpuxarra, who were at laft compelled to be- 
come Chriftians or leave the country. Such as remained in Spain, and 
conformed outwardly to the eftablifhed religion, were termed new 
Chriftians by the Spaniards ; and they were compelled to fend their 
children to fchools, wherein they were to be taught the Caftilian tongue 
only. They were, moreover, forbid to keep any Arabic books in their 
houfes, the doors, whereof were to be kept open on Fridays, Saturdays, 
and Sundays, that any might enter and fee what they did. They were 
now alfo to leave their Moorifh drefs, and to wear a Spanifh one ; to 
leave off the ufe of baths ; to affift at mafs on all days, feftivals, 
Sec. under fevere penalties ; wherefor they lived in continual vexation. 
It can therefor be little wondered at, that the Moors, whofe religion, 
language, garb, and manners, were now no longer to be tolerated, fhould 
rebel. In their firft fury, they murdered all the Spaniards they could 
find in the country of Alpuxarra, efpecially the clergy. They eledled 
a king, and at firft had a confiderable force along the coaft as far as 
Gibraltar, and fortified fome pofts among the mountains near the fhorci 
in hopes of fuccours from their brethren of Barbary and Conftantin- 
ople. They were at length difarmed, when King Philip II promifed 
that they fhould not be moleftedj provided they would behave peace- 
ably, and remove from their inaccef|ible caftles and precipices in the 
mountains of Andalufia and Murcia, ijnd fettle in level countries. In 
fhort, this war is faid to have coft Spaii?. 30,000 lives, and five millions 
of crowns, befides the perpetuak.gnJl'^beQi'ous hoftili|y of the pofterity 
®f thofe Moors, whcjjftgferring their cohfeience to their intereft, had 
exiled themfelves from their native country, and. fettled on the oppofite 
coaft of Barbary. 

On the fide of the Moors fo great a multitude’ of all ages and of both 
fex.es was defttoyed as is almoft incredible 1 H.ow mucMIwifer andhapniec 
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had it been for Spain, to have gradually gained them over by gentlenels 
and kindnefs to their religion andinterefe, than by blood and violence, 
•which not only increafe, their obflinacy and abhorrence of their opprelf- 
ors, but impoverifh and depopulate their country ! 

1569 — The firfl: Engiilh book on the Italian art of keeping mer- 
chants’ accounts, or book-keeping by double entry, was publiftied by 
James Peele (London, 1569, folio). Though his ftile be now obfolete *, 
he evidently underftood the principles of book-keeping as well as fome 
who have written much later. In his preface, he takes notice that 
‘ many merchants themfelves were fond of learning of him, and of 

* getting their apprentices to be taught by him ; and although <2^? 
‘ he in a fort ne%v in England^ yet it had long been ufed by merchants in 

* foreign parts f.’ 

It appears from A difcourje upon ufury, by Dr. Thomas Wilfon, that the 
fund of the orphans of the city of London now paid a regular annual 
intereft for their ufe. 

Sorne difference having arifen between the czar of Mufcovy and the 
Englifh Ruffia merchants, or their fadlors, the queen difpatched thither 
Sir Thomas Randolph, who concluded a new treaty for them with the czar, 
who again granted them an exemption from all cufloms, and (as former- 
ly) leave to tranfport their merchandize to Perfia, &c. though other fo- 
reign merchants were not allowed (fays Camden) to trade beyond the 
city of Mofeow^. The praflice of the Englifh in thofe times w’as to 
tranfport their goods in canoes up the Dwina to Vologda, thence over 
land in feven days to Jeroflaw ; and thence down the great river Volga 
in thirty days to Aftracan, near its mouth ; whence they eroded the 
Cafpian fea ; and thence through the vafl deferts to Teverin and Cafbin 
(cities of Perfia), hoping at length to difeover Cathay (China). But by 
reafon of the war between the Turks and Perfians, and the robberies of 
the barbarians, the Londoners were difeouraged from , purfuing this 
laudable enterprife, fays Camden. 

As England produced no military fiores. Queen Elizabeth was obliged 
to buy all her gunpowder and naval fiores from the German. Steelyard 
merchants at their own prices, ^rere being as yet but few Englifh mer- 
chants dealing in that way ai^d, this was one of her greateft' induce- 
ments to encourage commercial companies, whereby her. own mer- 
chants of Ruffia, and of the twi) elder companies of the Staple, and the 
merchants-adventurersi were |onfider.ably increafing in trade; the- 

^ Inftead of writing Dr, and Cr, m 'die. oppt4^ np t?hrough . al l the darknefs of the middle ages in 
fite pnges of his-leger, he has o‘w£thrZrxdi. A. is Italy ; and. thence it has got the name of Italian 
due to ha^vAsoii^ hook-keeping. Mi 

f If I"amright in my opinion {which feems fup** J Camden alfo fays that the C 2 far gave them: 
ported by good authority), that book-keeping by houfes for making, ropes in, and a track- of landt 
double entry was known to the Romans, it may. five miles in compafsj with the woods upon it,, for. 
be gr.efumed that fome, knowlege of it was kept making iron*.. 
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former in the exportation of wool (not as yet legally prohibited), and 
the latter of cloth, both to the great advantage of the revenue. This 
made the Hanfeatics labour to render thofe companies obnoxious to 
other nations by various calumnies ; yet, in fpite of their malice, an 
univerfal fpirit of adventuring in foreign parts for difcovery and traffic, 
as well as for improving manufadlures at home, dayly increafed in Eng- 
land, whereby they foon became an overmatch in naval ftrength, com- 
merce, and riches; for the declining Hanfeatics ; whofe threatenings 
therefor the queen difregarded ; and Werdenhagen, their hiftorian, a 
few years after this acknowleges, that the Englifh in aU thofe refpe<Ss; 
•as alfo in the bravery of their commanders and failors, excelled the 
Hanfe towns ; and Hamburgh, though a potent Hanfe town, which had 
formerly rejeded the Englilh merchants, now began to court their re- 
lidence ; in confequence of which they removed from Emden to Ham- 
burgh, whence they foon extended their commerce into Saxony, Pruffia, 
.and Ruffia, which gave great umbrage to the Danes. 

i^yo. — The ifland of Scio, or Chio, being taken by the Turks from 
the Genoefe, the Englilh trade to that ifland was interrupted for Ibme 
time. This year the Turks alfo conquered the ifland of Cyprus, which 
the Venetians had polTefled almoft a century, which was a further inter- 
ruption of the commerce of all the Chriftian Rates with the eaftern 
-coafts of the Mediterranean. 

The prince of Orange having withdrawn, into Germany to raife an 
army againft the duke of Alva, fome fhips commiffioned by him, after 
preying on all Spanifh ihips near the Netherlands, 'landed on the ifle of 
Voorn, allauked and carried the town of Briel, pulled down the popilh 
images in the churches, and making open profeffion of the proteflant reli- 
gion, protefted againft the taxes and the tyranny of the Spanifh govern- 
ment. Whereupon they were forthwith feconded by the revolt of moft 
of the inhabitants of Holland, Zealand, and Wefl-Frifeland, who ex- 
pelled the Spanifh garrifons, and renouncing their fidelity to King Phi- 
lip II, fwore allegiance to William prince of Orange as their fladtholder. 
It is needlefs to trouble the reader with a detail of what may be found 
in all the hiftoiies of Europe, viz. theri return of the prince of Orange 
with ‘a frefh army from Germany, whe|''eby he effedtually fupported the 
revo Iters, and became the main inftrurn^ent of eftablilhing the republic 
of the feven united provinces. 

Sir Robert Cotton, in a trad; on the. manner and means how the kings 
of England have from time to^tj ny.e A i’^ported and rei;^aired their eftates 
(printed in a book, iruaiipd Cottoni 8 vo), relates,' that in 

this 1 2th year of Queen Elizabeth, 

^ The projif the kingdom comprehended the 
qneen^s annual income from her manors and lands, 
her cudorns, efcheats, 6tc. for (he raifcd no taxes 


the yearly profit of the Ijjn g dom * 

on the people in times of peace : and this annual 
profit was pretty nearly d,ie fame one year with 
another. 
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(befide the wards and duchy of Lancafter), vyas Li’S 8,197 : 4> and the 
yearly payments and affignments amounted to Li 10,612 : 13, of which 
the houfehold was L4 o,ooo, the privy purfe L2000, the admiralty 
L50 ,ooo, which by an eftimate in May 1604, was L40,coo, and is now 
( 1609) fwoln to near £50,000 yearly, by the error and abufe of offi- 
cers ! What a prodigious increafe two centuries have produced in the 
national revenue and expenditure ! 

The firfl; of thofe fowls, called by the Englilh turkeys, and by the 
French poules d’Indes, were faid to have been brought from Mexico, 
and were this year ferved up as a great rarity at the nuptial feafl of 
King Charles IX of France. Poffibly our firft traders to Turkey feeing 
thofe fowls at Aleppo, &c. might occafion our calling them turkey fowls.. 

1571.^ — -An ad of parliament for the increafe of tillage, and the 
maintenance and increafe of the navy and mariners of the realm, di- 
reds that corn of all kinds may be exported, when the prices at home 
are fo low as that no proclamation to the contrary fhall be iffued ; yet,^ 
even in this cafe the queen referves the cufloms due thereon. 
c. 13.] This is the third law made purpofely for the benefit of the 
farmers by exportation of corn. 

The ads palled in the reign of Henry VI for the improvement of the 
river Lea had hitherto been of little effed : wherefor an ad was palled [13 
Eliz. c. 1 8], direding a new cut or trench to be made within ten years, 
at the charge of the lord mayor, commonalty, and citizens of London, 
whereby that river was to be made to convey all viduals, corn, and 
other necelfaries between Ware in Hertfordlhire and London ; where-- 
by a very confiderable expenfe of land-carriage has been fared, and 
Ware has become a confiderable town. 

The cappers, or knit-cap-makers of England, obferving the great in- 
creafe of hats made of felt, had before this time obtained an ad of par- 
liament for preventing foreign materials from being worked up into hats; 
but that not anfwering fully, they now obtained a fecond law [13 Eliz. 
c. 19] purporting, that every perfon above feven years of age fhould 
wear on Sundays and holidays a cap of wool, knit, made, thicked, and 
drefied in England, and drelTed only and finilhed by fome of the trade- 
of cappers, on the forfeiture of 374 for every dayfo negleded to be 
worn : Excepting, however (ou| of this ad), maids, ladies, and gentle- 
women, and every lord, knightj.iand gentleman of twenty marks land, 
and their heirs ; and alfo fuch^as have born office of worlhip in any 
city, town, or Ihire, and alfo ,4=^ wardens of the London companies. 
Neverthelefs, the talhion of" felt, lists pfhvailed fo much, as the very ad 
feemed to portend it would, for their fuperior If rength, lightnefs, and 
beautyT^nd being a better defence from fun and rain, the knit caps.% 
are long ago driven out, and are now only to be. feen in fome of. the 
pooreft and remotefl: parts of the . kingdom. 


152 A. D. 157 1. 

This year tbe ftreets to 'Whitechapel-bars and its neighbourhood, in 
the eaftern fuburbs of London, were by law direded to be paved : and 
alfo all the ilreets of the town of Ipfwich. [13 Eliz. cc. 23 . 24.} 

We have feen the blind zeal of the parliament in the reign of Ed- 
ward VI againft ufuiry, or interefl: for money. By the vaft quantities 
of bullion now conftantly brought from America, and the increafe of 
fhipping, commerce, and manufatSures, while very little (if any) of our 
fiver was as yet carried to India, there were now confiderable fums of 
money ready to be lent out by fuch as were not immediately engaged 
in commerce, nor had laid out their money upon lands. Moreover, 
money began now to be confidered to be as much a commodity as other 
things, and that it was reafonable its poflefbrs ihould improve it as 
much as thofe did who poffefed lands, houfes, or merchandize. An adl 
of parliament was therefor pafled (reviving that of the 37th of Hen- 
ry VIII, c. 9) for eftablifiing the rate of intereft at 10 per cent per an- 
num. The preamble fets forth, ' that the prohibiting adl of King Ed- 
ward VI had not done fo much good as was hoped for ; but that rather 
the vice of ufiry, and fpecially by fale of wares and fhifts of intereft, 
hath much more exceedingly abounded, to the utter undoing of many 
gentlemen, merchants, occupiers, and others, and to the importable 
hurt of the commonwealth ; as well, for that in the faid late adt there 
is no provifion againft fuch corrupt ihifts and Tales of wares, as alfo for 
that, there is no difference of punifhment upon the greater or lefTer ex- 
actions and oppreftions by reafon of loans upon ufury. It was there- 
for now enacfted, that the law of the 37th of King Henry VIII be re- 
vived; and that all bonds, contrads, and afturances, collateral or other, 
to be made for payment of any principal money to be lent, or cove- 
nant to be performed, upon or for any ufury, in lending or doing of 
any thing againft the faid a<ft now revived, upon or by which loan or 
doing thereihall be referved or taken above the rate of Lio for the 
hundred for one year, fhali be utterly void.’ [13 Eli%. c. 8.] 

Neverthelefs, when after reading this claufe, fb plainly licencing ufury 
(that is to fay intereft of money, for the word had ftill no other import 
than intereft has in modern times), at |o per cent, we come to.read the 
next paragraph, it does not convey the moft advantageous idea of thofe 
proteftant (and one would think more^ enlightened) lawgivers, thus to 
juggle with mankind ; viz. f 

‘ And forafmuch as all ufury (being |x)rbiddcn by the law of God) is 
‘ fin, and dcteftable'; be it engdfed, all ufury, loan, and forbearing 
‘ of money, or giving days for 'forbearing of money* by way of loan, 

‘ chevifance, ftiifts, fide of wares, contrad, or other doings wdiatfoever 
* for gain ; whereupon is referved or taken, or covenanted to.B^eferv- 
‘ ed, paid, or given to the lender, contrador, fiiifter, forbearer, or de- 
‘ iiverer, above the fum of Lio for the loan or forbearing of Lioo for 


^ one year, fo raucli as fhall be refer ved by way of ufury above the prin- 
‘ cipal, for any money fo to be lent or forborn, fliall be forfeited,’ &c. 

Thus, although the legillature knew that every one, who had occafion, 
gave intereft for money , yet the old prepoffeffions againft the lawfulners 
of ufury or intereft were then ftill fo ftrong and univerfal, that fome- 
what was thought neceflary to be faid againft the very thing they now 
found themfelves neceflitated to re-eftablifli for the welfare of the nation. 

N. B, By an ait of the 39th of -Elizabeth {c. 18] this ait was made 
perpetuaL 

Mr. Anthony Jenkinfon, who had before made three voyages to Ruf- 
fia, was now appointed ambaffador from Queen Elizabeth to the grand- 
duke John Bazilowitz ; but at his arrival he found, that prince had fuf- 
pended the company’s privileges, through the bad conduit of fome of 
their fervants, the envy of fome irregular Englifti traders, and the mif- 
reprefentations of the Ruffian ambaffador, returned from England, who 
could not bring Queen Elizabeth into kll his mafter’s views. The com- 
pany had alfo fuffered many lofles by ftiipwreeks, by the Polifti pirates 
at fea, and by bad debts, &c. and were now in other refpeits in a bad 
fituation : Yet Jenkinfon had fo much addrefs as to obtain «. reftoration 
of their privileges from the czar, and fatisfaition for fome part of their 
lofles, which amounted to above 100,000 rubles; although the greateft 
part was never made good to them, notwithftanding the czar’s promife. 

1572.— Ever fince the year 1553, the Englifti had at various times 
traded to the coaft of Guinea, notwithftanding the claim of the Portu- 
guefe to an exclufive right to that coaft, as the firft difcoverers, who had 
frequently difturbed the Englilh and other nations in their trade for 
gold duft, Guinea grains, and ivory. But now, the Portuguefe finding, 
they could not hold all that coaft folely to themfelves, made a treaty of 
peace with England, whereby all former difputes were adjufted, and 
Treedom of trade thither was ftipulated. 

The Hanfeatic fociety, relying on the many privileges and immuni- 
ties they enjoyed or claimed, fell into a frefh quarrel with the neigh- 
bouring princes, on the following occafion. In the preceding year, the 
city of Lubeck had concluded a peace at Stettin with John king of 
Sweden, after a war of eight years; one of the articles thereof was, that 
the Lubeckers might freely trade with Livonian Narva, then in the 
hands of Ruffia ; yet now, the Swedifti monarch finding himfelf more 
powerful, on pretext of his war'^^with Ruffia, prohibited the Lubeckers, 
.&c. from reforting'to Narva, and-i^en feized their fliips trading thither. 
Hereupon the Hanfe towns held this year a grand aflembly of their de- 
puties for deliberating on this and other points. Thuanus fays [L. li] 
‘’that iSme of the points they agreed on related to their internal go- 
‘ vernment ; but that other refolutions related to foreign ftates and 
^ princes, moft part of which laft proved iheffedlual which fhows that the 
Hanfeatics were at this time greatly declining in power and influence. 

VoL. 11 . U 
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According to Meteranus [L. iii], Queen Elizabeth, in order to quiet 
the uneafinefs of her fubjecSs for the feizure of their effedls in the Ne- 
therlands in the year 1568, concluded a treaty of commerce with King 
Charles IX of France at Blois, wherein the Englilh obtained ample pri- 
vileges for the vent of their merchandize. But this author adds, that 
the horrid mallac re of the.French proteftants at Paris, &c. perpetrated 
on St. Bartholomew’s day this year, rendered the treaty in effe<51ual, by 
the terror it flruck into the Englifh merchants. The admiral Coligny, 
and the reft of the proteftants, were decoyed to Paris, on pretence of 
the nuptials of the king of Navarre, and were moft inhumanly butcher- 
ed. The French papifts gloried fo greatly therein that medals were 
ftruck in its commemoration. 

By that treaty '[article xxiv] the Englifti were to be allowed a maga- 
zine or ftorehoufe in France, for depofiting their cloth, wool, &c. as 
they were wont to have at Antwerp, Bergen-op-Zoom, and Bruges ; and. 
alfo [article xxv] a place for aflembling themfelves, in order to chufe 
their governors and other officers, &c. [Colle&ion of treaties^ V. ii, ed. 1732,] 

The queen being at this time on bad terms both with Spain and the 
emperor (the later partly on account of the Hanfe towns), thofe two, 
articles feem to have been intended, to induce them to be more favour- 
able to the Englilh commerce ; form the idth article the French king 
ftipulates, _ that in cafe any prince Ihall hereafter moleft the Englifti in 
their trade and merchandize in the Netherlands, -or in Germany, or 
Pruffia, he {hall interpofe for their relief y and by the 17th article, he 
ftiall, in- cafe of refufttl and delay, arreft the perfons and goods of the 
merchants of fuch prince being in his territories, till the Englhh and 
Irifh fo arrefted be reftored. And in arti;;le 20, the queen obliges her- 
felf to perform the like fervices for the fubjedls of the French king in 
limilar cafes. Yet fome think that neither of thofe monarchs w'ere ftn- 
cere in this treaty, Charles’s aim being to hoodwink Elizabeth, whilft 
he was perpetrating that horrid mafliicre; and Elizabeth’s; by this treaty,, 
to bring Spain and the emperor to tradability. 

From Hakluyt’s fecond volume we learn, that in this year there refid- 
ed at Conftantinople confuls from the French, Venetians, Genoefe, and 
Florentines, but none from England ; the trade in the Levant having, 
it feems, been quite difcontmued from the year 1553 to the year 1575. 

The fame indefatigable author has publiihed an Engliftiman’s letter 
to him from New Spain, fignifying, ^hat feven years before this time 
the Spaniards firft found out the paff^ge from Acapulcp to the Philippine 
iftes ; that the city of Mexico contained 50,000 families, 6000 of which 
were Spaniards ; that the city of Tlafcalla contained 16, coo families, 
.which place all the cochineal grows ; that the beft iiPfer mines 
iwere north, qf the city of Mesico-^i hf filver with 

quickfilyer. was then but a late if before been done, 

with-lead^ ' rv's' ' ; ■ 
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An ad of parliament [14 Eli%. c. 5] intitled, How vagabonds fliall be 
puniflied, and the poor relieved, direded, that alTeflrnents Ihould be 
made of the parifliioners of every parilh, for the relief of the poor of 
the lame parifh. And this was the firfl: legal and effedual parochial 
alTellrnent for the poor in England. 

1573- — There feems to have been much injury done by the Portu- 
guefe, as well on land as on the feas, to the Englilh about this time ; 
For Queen Elizabeth ilTued a coramilEon to her high-admiral, fundry 
lords and gentlemen, and two merchants, to inquire into the fame ; 
wherein Ihe obferves, that the fhips, merchandize, and money of her 
merchants were feizei, and the debts due to them detained, in the do- 
minions of the king of Portugal, and on the feas by his fleets, under 
his authority, contrary to the Itrid: friendlhip that had fo long fubfifted 
between the two crowns. Therefor, the queen impowers her commif- 
fioners to inquire into the complaints of her fubjeds, and to take an 
account of all the Portuguefe property in her dominions, that compen- 
fation may be made to the fufferers. [Foedera, V. xv, p. 721 .] 

Sir James Ware, in his Annals of Ireland, obferves, under this year, 
that ‘ the money which the queen had fent to Ireland, from her accef- 
lion to the crown to this time, amounted to Lqpo.yyq : 7 : 67 whereas 
the whole produce of the revenue of Ireland during all that time, viz. 
for fifteen years, amounted but to Li 20,000. How happy is the change 
in thefe refpeds fince thofe times in Ireland ! 

As Burchet’s Complete hiftory of the moft remarkable tranfadions 
at lea, from the earliefl: accounts of time down to the conclulion of 
Queen Anne’s war, is a work which may in general be depended on, he 
having been fecretary to the board of admiralty for a long feries of 
years, we lhall here, from his preface, exhibit the entire navy of Queen 
Elizabeth, as it flood in the year 1 573, viz. 

I fliip of 1 00 gUM. 

9 from 88 to do. 

49 from 58 to 40. 

Total, 59 Ihips of the line of battle, as they might be reckoned in thofe 
days. 

58 from 38 to 20. 

29 from 18 to 

Total, 1 46 Ihips. 

Neverthelefs, he fays [/. 2oJ, that the merchant Ihips of England 
were then efteemed the principal part of our maritime power; of which, 
in the 24th year of Quedn Elizabeth (1582) there were reefeonOd 135, 
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many of them of 500 tons each ; and in the beginning of the reign of 
King James, it was computed there were 400, but thefe not of fo great 
burden. The fhips of war belonging to the crown in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth were only -13, to which ii were added by King James I. 
And all, or moft of the 146 fhips, called Queen Elizabeth’s naval power, 
confifted of merchant fhips, occafionaily hired by her, excepting her 
own 13 : And it is highly probable, that the ten largefl fhips in the 
above lift were part of the faid 1 3. 

In an effay written by Sir Robert Cotton in i dop, \FoJihuma, p. 1 96J 
he obferves, ‘ that in the year 1573, there was brought in an unmea- 
‘ furable ufe of luxurious commodities in -England, 'as wines, fpices, 

‘ filk, and fine linen; for of the later fort, of above ten groats the ell, 

‘ there is above L36o,ooo yearly fpent, which is half the value of our’ 
‘ woollen cloths exported, and maketh the ftate to buy more than they 
‘ do fell ; whereas a good father of a family ought to be a feller, not a 
‘ buyer.’ Camden, in his hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, under the year 
1574, fays, the people (he muft mean only the rich) wore filks glitter- 
ing with gold and filver, either embroidered or laced, which the queen 
in vain endeavoured, by her proclamation, to reftrain, and to oblige 
people to conform to a prefcribed rule. Feafting was much in fafhion 
•at this time ; great improvements were alfo made in buildings ; and 
noblemen’s and gentlemen’s country feats were re-edified, in greater 
beauty and largenefs than had ever before been known ; and certainly 
(fays he) to the great ornament of the kingdom, though to the decay 
of hofpitality. All which, however, when rightly confidered, was no 
other than the natural effedls of increafing riches and commerce. ' 

The proteftants in France (fayS Burchet, in his Naval hiftory) were 
become fo powerful in fhipping, that in the year 1 573, they commit- 
ted fpoil, without diftindtion, on all they met, and plundered feverai 
Engliflt flips ; whereupon Queen Elizabeth fent out Holftock, -comp- 
troller of her navy, with a fquadron, who retook feveral Englifh fhips, 
feized on fome of thofe cruifers, and difperfed the reft. ‘ 

1 5^4 — Bondage was not as yet quite worn out in England, as we find 
by (^ieen Elizabeth’s cbmmiffion to her lord treafurer Burghley and Sir 
"Walter Mildmay chancellor of her- exchequer^ for inquiring into the 
lands, tenements, and other goods, of all her bondmen and bondwomen 
in the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Somerfet, and Gloucefter, viz. fucli 
as were by birth in a flavifti condition, ^by being born in any of her 
manors ; and to compound with fitch bondmen o|: bondwomen in 
thofe counties for their manumiffion, and enjoying their lands, tene- 
ments, and goods, as freemen. By this commiffion, probabN, confi- 
derableiums of money were raifed for the queen’s ufe, the con^onalty 
continually -grqv^ing richer by the gradn^ increafe of the nation’s com- 
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I575*— We have before obferved, under the year 1548, that the 
Emperor Charles V, for political ends, had allowed a large rate of in- 
tereft on the great fums he had borrowed of the republic of Genoa, 
which was alfo for fome time continued by his fon King Philip II, and 
thofe loans farther increafed on the fecurity of the revenues of Spain 
and Spanifli America ; and although upon the redu< 5 lion of the intereft 
on thofe debts, Philip had given alTurances to the Genoefe that the re- 
duced intereft fliould afterward be pundlually paid, yet we find that at 
feveral times after, and particularly in the year 1575, he again flopped 
the payment of their intereft, at a time when divifions ran high at Ge- 
noa between the old and the new nobility. He alfo ordered a revifal 
of his accounts with the Genoefe for fifteen years backward, which 
greatly alarmed them, as (according to their hiftorian De Mailly), 
\_L. xii.] they had taken fuch advantage of that prince’s neceffities, as 
to make eleven, twelve, and fometimes eighteen per cent intereft on 
their loans, whereby the antient nobles alone had drawn annually from 
Spain a revenue of fifteen millions of gold. And this review of the 
court of Spain is faid to have produced a farther reduction of intereft' 
on thofe debts due to Genoa. 

In the firft volume of Hakluyt’s voyages (London, 1598, p* 4f3)v 
we have this year the requeft of an honeft merchant, by letter to a 
‘ friend of his, to be advifed and dire<fted in the courfe of killing the 
‘ whale.’ The anfwer in fubftance was, that there fhould be a fhip of 
200 tons burthen, with proper utenfils and inftruments. But what is 
moft to be noted is, that all the neceflary officers were then to be had 
from Bifcay; which Ihews (whaft is-alfo elfwhere to be obferved) that the 
Bifcayners were the earlieft whale-fifhers of any nation of Europe, ex^* 
cepting however the people of Norway, who were employed iii that 
trade at leaft as early as the time of King Alfred, 

1576. — Many new devices having been found out for impairing, di- 
miniftiing, fcaling, and otherwife lightening the coins of England, or. 
the coins of other realms allowed by proclamation to be current in 
England,, all fuch arts were declared to be high treafon. [18 £//%.. 
r-. i.] 

The ftreets of the city of Chichefter were firft directed to be paved, 
with ft'one. [18 Eliz. <r. 19.]. 

An accord being at length patched up between the old and the new 
nobility of Genoa, after their quarrels had brought the very exiftence 
of the republic intg great danger, it was now ftipulated, that the old 
and new nobility fhould for ever after be deemed but one body, utter- 
ly abolifhing the former diftindlion of old and new nobles. Aiad as 
idlenefs is ever pernicious to the public, noblemen were now permitted, 
to exercife certain arts or trades, and alfo to pradlife a wholefale trade, 
or merchandife, without any difparagement of their nobility ; providr- 
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ed, however, that they fhould not keep an open on retail {hop. \^De 
Mailly, L. xii.] 

Hakluyt acquaints us, that, although the Ruilia company had an ex- 
clulive charter, which, as we have feen, was confirmed by atfi: of par- 
liament, yet Alderman Bond (formerly mentioned) had difputes with 
that company , becaufe of his trading without their leave to Narva in 
Livonia, and alfb to Kola, Kegor, Sec. in Ruilian Lapland ; but Narva 
was then under the Swedes. 

At this time, and fome years before, the Ruffia company had been 
;at confiderable expenfe in fending out ftiips for difeovering a fuppofed 
paliage through Waygatz ftrait north-eaftward to China and the Eaft- 
Indies. But they were abfolutely obftrufted by the ice as well as by 
'■the intenfe cold. 

1577. — ^The Englifla genius was not to be difeouraged by former un- 
fucceisful attempts for finding a paffage to China and Eaft-lndia without 
interfering with the Portuguefe by the Cape of Good Hope, nor with 
. Spain by the flraits of Magellan ; and as they had already attempted in 
vain a north-eafl paliage, there feemed now only the north-weft paffage 
to be explored, which we have feen had been already attempted by 
Frobilher. The Portuguefe and Spanifti chart-makers and cofmogra- 
phers were, it feems, esprefsiy enjoined by their fovereigns, not to give 
. any kind of light to other nations in this refpetft \ becaufe they were 
juftly apprehenfive that if there were any fuch paflage, it would prove 
a much fhorter courfe to India and China than theirs, either by the 
fouth-eaft or fouth-weft paflage. To encourage the Englifh to this at- 
Ttempt, fundry treatifes were publiftied by Sir Humphry Gilbert, Rich- 
ard Willes, ■&c. moftly founded upon romantic reports, without any 
folid probability. Yet upon fuch grounds, and the encouragement of 
friends, Captain Frobilher now made his fecond attempt with one of 
the queen’s own Ihips, two barks, and 140 perfons, fome of whom were 
gentlemen. He again entered the ftraits he had named after himfelf 
in his former attempt, where he found ftore of the glittering ftones and 
fand he had feen in his laft voyage, with which he now loaded his vef^ 
fels. And, as it is needlefs to relate his adventures with the favages, fo 
often already printed, he returned home the fame year with his ima- 
ginary treafure, which afterwards, upon a more folid trial, proved good 
for nothing. "• 

Queen Elizabeth ifTued a commiffion for the reftitution of fhips and 
merchandize taken from the Portuguefe ; which reftj.tution was thereby 
declared to be in confequence of a treaty with the king of. Portugal. 
The fame comraiflioners were empowered to treat with tbofe of France 
concerning depredations at fea, and other injuries on both IMeSi [Fh- 
769, 770,] ■ 
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Clommiffioners ’were alfo appointed to inquire into tlie coniplamts of 
fome Scottiih merchants, whofe ihipping had been plundered by forae 
Englifh veffels, and to make iatisfadion at the expenfe of the offenders. 
IFcedera, V. xv, 779.] 

Queen Elizabeth fent Mr. Edmund Hogan as her envoy to Muley 
Abdelmelek emperor of Morocco, in which country there were already 
fome Englifh merchants refident, for whom certain commercial privileges 
were now obtained. There he found alfo Spanifh, Portuguefe, and 
French merchants. Sir William Monfon, in his Naval trads, obferves, 
that by degrees the Englifh have beaten the Portuguefe out of that 
trade, though at firfl; they laboured to do the like by us. 

The ingenious author of the prefent State of England (in 8vo, 
T683), obferves, that about this time pocket watches, were firfl brought 
into England from Germany. Nurenberg is ufually affigned for 
the place where watches were firfl invented, though the time be very 
uncertain. 

1578.- — ^The fuppofed gold ore which Frobifher brought home in 
former voyages from Meta-incognita (as Queen Elizabeth had named , 
the countries about Frobifher’s flraits)j together with the hopes of a 
north-wefl paflage to Cathai {i. e. China), encouraged the queen to ap- 
point commiffioners for thofe ends, who at firfl making a fuppofed 
proof of that ore, and alfo affigning certain grounds for the probability 
of a paflage, Frobifher was thereupon, in the year 15 78, fent out a: 
third time, with fifteen fhips, and-with miners for. the ore, which they 
were to. bring home, and to leave 1 20 perfdns to inhabit Meta-incog- 
nita, with three fhips to attend them . They arrived at the entrance of 
Frobifher’s flraits, lofl one of their fhips, .fpent their provifions, and re- 
turned home, without leaving any perfons (as they had intended) to 
fettle in the country, or making any ufeful difcovery, or even fo much 
as going into the flraits. They however loaded their fhips with 300 
tons of the fuppofed ,treafu re, and after much hazard by ice and florms 
returned home one by one. Their fuppofed -gold ore, brought home in 
this and former voyages, was af length. found. to. be of no value, being 
only a glittering fand. 

Hakluyt gives us an account of the -Newfoundland fifhers from Eu- 
rope in. the preceding year (1577), viz. 100 fhips from Spain, 50 from 
Portugal, 1 50. from France, and 15 from England; That the Englifh 
had the befl fhips, and therefor gave the law to the reft, being in the- 
bays the proteflors ef others for which it was then, and had been of 
old, a cuftom to make them fome fort of acknowlegraent as admirals ; 
fuch as a boat-load of fait, for guarding them from pirates, and other 
violent intruders, who often drive them from a good harbour, &c.. 
He fays, the fifhery of the Englifh at Iceland was the reafon we had not. 
then fuch numbers of fhips at. Newfoundland ; that the Spaniards • had . 
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then nest to the Englifli the beft fhips there ; that there were there alfo 
20 or 30 fhips from Bifcay, to kill whales for train oil *. His friend, in 
a letter from Newfoundland, is earneft for the Englifh to fettle at the 
ifle of Cape Breton, for the benefit of the fifhery, and in another ifle 
at the mouth of the great river St. Lawrence. Hakluyt was in thofe 
times a mofl indefatigable inquirer after new trades and difcoveries, 
and was undoubtedly of great ufe to our adventurers, by giving them 
much light into the nature and irieans of difcoveries, and feems to have 
been a public blefling to England in thofe days. 

, Queen Elizabeth’s firft public treaty with the flates-general of the 
United Netherlands, after their revolt from Spain, was dated at Bruf- 
fels, yth January 1578. It is intitled, an offenfive and defenfive treaty 
of peace with the Belgic flates, therein fly led the ‘ prelates, nobles, de- 
‘ puties of cities, members of Brabant, Guelderland, Flanders, Artois, 
‘ Hainault, Valenciennes, Lifle, Dowai, Orchies, Holland, Zeeland, 
‘ Namur, Tournay, Utrecht, Mechlin, Friefland, Overyfel, and Gro- 
‘ ningen.’ 

As this treaty was chiefly for the mutual fupport of each other againfl 
the exorbitant power of Spain, it is needlefs to be very particular in all 
its articles. 

The firfl; article confirms all the treaties made between England 
and the houfe of Burgundy, unlefs otherwife to be flipulated. 

No tranfadfibn of importance, relating to peace or war in the Ne- 
therlands, fliall be concluded without the queen’s participation, whofe 
minifters fhall be prefent at all fuch deliberations. 

Mutual general affiftance to each other with equal military forces. 

All controverfies among the flates fhall be referred to her arbi- 
tration. 

If the queen fhall find herfelf obliged to fit out a fleet for guard of 
the feas, the flates, at her inflance, fhall join it with forty fhips of 
theirs, with failors, foldiers, and ammunition, to be under the queen’s 
command, and at her expenfe ; none of which fliips to be of lefs bur- 
den than forty tons. 

Rebels or' fugitives from England to get no protection from the 
flates. 

The flates to make no treaty nor alliance with any prince or flate 
whatever without her confent. 

The prefent and future governors in the Netherlands fhall ratify 
and confirm all the articles of this treaty, in the nasne and by the au- 
thority of the catholic king. 

Whenever a treaty of peace fhall be concluded between the faid 

** There is no mention of whale fins (or whale whence it appears not to have been applied to 
hone) now in fo much requeft for women’s ftays ; that ufe in thofe days. 



Hates and the catholic king, the Hates ihall oblige the laid king of Spain, 
to confirm and make perpetual all fuch of the faid articles as the queen 
fliall then judge expedient and convenient. 

Signed by Francis Walsingham. 

Thomas Wylson. 

Cornelius Wellemaus, 

Sealed with the queen’s feal, and with the feal of the . duchy of 
Brabant, in the name of all the ftates-general. \Fcedera^ V. xv, 
/>. 784.] 

C^een Elizabeth had for a long time kept the Hanfeatics, or Steel- 
yard merchants, in fufpenfe with relation to the renewal of their im- 
munities, till her own fubjeds had gradually increafed in foreign trade 
and ffiipping. The Hanfeatics at length, finding they could not fhake 
her firmnefs, applied to the Emperor Rodolph II, as their Ibvereign, 
urging the neceffity of compelling her to reinfiate them in their immu- 
nities, and particularly that of paying only the antient cuftom of one per 
cent. The queen replied to that emperor’s remonftrances, that Ihe had 
done the Hanfeatics no kind of wrong, having treated them on the 
feme footings in which (he had found them at her acceffion to the crown, 
as it was her filler who had abolifhed the old duty, and laid on that now- 
fubfifting. 

This anfwer was far from fatisfadoryj and the Hanfeatics growing' 
louder in their complaints all over Germany, they at length iflued a 
prohibition ©f the Englifh merchants to refide any longer at Hamburgh; , 
whereupon the queen publilhed a declaration, annulling all their an- 
tient immunities, and only allowing them the fame commercial privi- 
leges that other foreigners enjoyed. Soon after, Ihe prohibited all fo- 
reigners,. and particularly the Hanfe or Steelyard merchants by- name,. 
from exporting Englilh wool.. This prohibition was faid to be owing 
to the induftrious proteftant Netherlanders,, lately driven out by the 
Spanifh governors, and fettled in England, who advifed the queen to 
forbid the exportation of wool unmanufadured This was a frefh 
blow to the Hanfeatics ; and thereupon, in the following year, 1 579, 
their general affembly at Lunenburgh laid a duty, of 7|. per cent on all 
goods imported into their territories by Engliftimen, or exported by 
them ; whereupon Queen Elizabeth laid a like duty of y hper cent on> 
ail merchandize imported or exported by the German Steelyard mer- 
chants. Thus matters became more and more embroiled between 

^ The royal aathcr of the Memoirs of.Branden-. foon as that wool was withheld, the manufaclarc 
hurg obferves, that the manufa6lurers of that declined. He adds, that Anguflus and Chriitian, 
country had made no good cloth, till the French eledlors of Saxony, in imitation of Elizabeth, by 
refugees came among them in the year 1685, inviting Flemifh artifts into their territories, put 
without a mixture ©f Englifh wool and- that, as their manufadbures in a fiouriihirig conditian* . 
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England and the German Hanfe towns, the magnanimous queen be- 
ing firmly determined never to yield to their unreafonable demands. 

According to Hakluyt, the Englifla Ruffia company this year com- 
plained of the Hollanders for trading to Kola, a port in Ruffian Lap- 
land, where it feems there was fo great a trade for fiih-oil and falmon, 
that the company’s fhips fometimes brought home 10,000 of thofe fifh. 

1579- — Though, as we have feen under the year 1561, the citizens 
of Hamburgh had fmarted for their pretenfion to a fovereignty on the 
river Elbe, yet they ftill kept up the fame romantic claim. This pro- 
voked Frederic II king of Denmark to forbid them all his ports, as he 
had formerly done ; which prohibition was found to be fo prejudicial 
to their interefts, that in order to be relieved from it they were obliged 
to pay that prince 400,000 livres in five years time. 

The prince of Orange, con fidering the emulation among the great 
men, and the difference of religion in the feveral provinces, which 
could hardly ever be reconciled, and being defirous to fecure«*himfelf, 
and to eftablifh, as far as poffible, the proteftant religion, procured the 
dates of Guelderland, Holland, Zealand, Frifeland, and Utrecht, to meet 
at Utrecht in this year ; when they mutually and folemnly ftipulated to 
defend one another, as one joint body, and with united confent to. ad- 
vife of peace, war, taxes, &c. and alfo to fupport liberty of confoience, 
Overyfieland Groningen were/foon after admitted into, the confederacy, 
and completed the number of the Seven united provinces, which 
compofed the mofi: potent republic the world had feen fince that of old 
Rome, and of the greatefi; commerce and maritime power that (as a re- 
public) ever was on earth : For that fo fmall a date ihould, betwixt this 
year 1579 and the year 1609, not only preferve its independence againfl; 
the mightiefl: potentate in Europe, but likewife get footing in Flanders, 
by maftering the ftrong and important port, and town of Sluyce, with 
Hulft, &c. ruin the trade of the moft famous city of Antwerp, conquer 
the ftrong forts of Bergen-op-zoom, Breda, and fundry other places on 
the Meufe and Rhine, &c. alfo attack and annoy fo great a monarch 
in his own ports at home, and maugre all the vaft. expenfq of fuch 
great exploits, grow rich and opulent, as well as potent, will perhaps 
fcarcely obtain credit in another century : but with us it ferves only to 
flrew the immenfe effefls of an univerfally extended commerce, and in- 
defatigable induftry, joined to unparalleled parfimony and economy ! 
Soon after this famous period, the induftrious and parfiraonious traders 
of thofe united provinces puftied into, a confiderable ftiare of that qpm- 
merce to feveral parts of Europe which till then England had folely en- 
joyed. ‘ Yet the great and happy acceffion of the fugitive Walloons to 
England about the fame time, whereby the old Englifti drapery was fo 
much improved, and fundry new and profitable manufadures intro- 
duced, did more than counterbalance the lofs of fome part of the Eng- 
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lifh commerce to the Dutch. Neverthelefs, the immenfenefs of the 
fifliery of thofe Netherland provinces, with which they about this time 
fupplied the raoft part of the world, is almoft mcredible, and could 
only be defcribed by fo' great a genius as Sir Walter Raleigh. Their 
Eaft-India trade foon after this time commenced, and, like all new 
trades, brought profit in the beginning, frequently even twenty times 
the original outfet. In brief, the Hollanders foon thrufl: themfelves into 
every corner of the univerfe for new means of commerce, and for 
vending their vaftly improved manufadures ; whereby Amfterdam foon 
became, what it ftill is, the magazine or ftaple for almofi; all the com- 
modities of the univerfe. 

The popifh perfecutions at the commencement of the reformation in 
religion, had driven A^aft numbers of people from Germany, France, 
and England, to feek fhelter in the feventeen provinces of the Nether- 
lands, where the antient liberties, of the country, and the privileges of 
the cities, which had remained inviolate under a long fuccelGon of princes, 
gave protedion to thofe opprelTed ftrangers, who filled their cities with 
people and trade. But now when the feven provinces were, united, 
and began to defend themfelves with fuccefs, under the condud of the 
prince of Orange and the countenance of England and France, and 
when the perfecution became much hotter in the Spanifli Netherlands, 
all the profefibrs of the reformed religion, and haters of the Spanifh do- 
minion, retired' into the ilrong cities of this new commonwealth, and 
gave the fame date to the. growth of trade there, and the decay of it at 
Antwerp. . 

It would be too tedious to in fiance all the other caufes of the vafi in- 
creafe of the wealth and power of the United Netherlands, in thofe 
times and afterwards, fuch as, the long civil wars, firfi in France, next 
in Germany, and lafily in England, which drove thither all that were 
perfecuted at home for their religion moderation and toleration to 
all forts of quiet and peaceable people, naturally produce wealth, confi- 
dence, and firength to fuch a country; the natural firength of their' 
country, improved , by their many fluices for overflowing it, and ren- 
dering it inaccefflble to land armies ; the free conftitution of their go- 
vernment the feeurity and convenience, for all mens property in the 
bank of Amfierdam. 

As we apprehend a. proper provifion for the pOor in every well-regulated, 
country, to be of confiderable importance to' the peace and welfare of fo- 
ciety , we fhall tak-e notice of an adljof the 6th of King James VI in Scotland 
for the punifhment of vagabonds -and fiurdy-beggars, and for confining all ■ 
other beggars to their own proper parifhes ; alfo for taxing all the inhabi- 
tants of pariflies to a weekly contribution for fufiaining all their own beg- 
gars, and to give pafles to the poor of other pariflies : and in poorer parifliesi 
the poor to have authentic licences to beg their meat from houfe to houfe : 
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in their own parifh, fo as to be fuftained within the fame, without 
being chargeable to others, or to ftrangers. A very good law this, had 
it been duly executed. But though it was afterward ratified in the fame 
and following reigns, and in the reign of Charles II,'work.-houfes, called 
houfes of correction, were appointed for employing the poor in all 
burghs, and overfeers appointed in every parifh for collecting contribu- 
tions for that end; and though all former laws were ratified by laws of 
the late King William, yet this point is not to this day effectually pro- 
vided for. 

The laws made this year in Scotland againft the exportation of faked 
fleih and coals feem to us, at this diftance 'of time, not fo well calcu- 
lated for the benefit of that country ; which, breeding an infinite num- 
ber of black cattle, and producing coals in vafl; quantities^ it fliould 
feem to have been more prudently devifed, and more for the benefit of 
that nation, to encourage the exportation of both. 

By another Scottifh ack of parliament of this year, every one refiding 
in the Netherlands for commerce was to pay L 10 Flemifh, (or about 
L6 Sterling) as entrance-money, for leave to trade there. Another law 
of this fame year confifcates all the goods and merchandize of non-free- 
men trading thither ; of which confifcation,- two-thirds were to go to 
the crown, and one-third to the Scottifh confervator in the Netherlands. 
This laft law was confirmed in the year 1597. 

From thefe laws it appears that the Scots trod in the very fame fteps 
with the Englifli, in relation to exclufive or reftriciHve laws in commer- 
cial matters, and alfo perfifted therein long after England faw the in- 
conveniencies of them. 

We have feen, in various periods of time, that the merchants of Eng- 
land had charters from the crown for regulating their commerce into the 
Eaft country, a name of old, and ftill given by mercantile people to the 
ports of the Baltic fea, but more efpecially in Pruffia and Livonia. 
Queen Elizabeth now, agreeable to the genius of the age, granted them 
a charter, exclufive of all who fhould not take up their freedom in 
their company, by the name of the Fellowfhip of Eafl-land merchants. 
Their privileges were, ‘ to enjoy the foie trade through the Sound, 

‘ into Norway, Sweden, Poland, Lithuania, (excepting Narva, which 
‘ was within the Ruffia* company’s charter) Pruffia, and alfo Pomerania, 

‘ from the river Oder eaftward, Dantzik, Elbing, and Koningfberg ; 

‘ alfo to Copenhagen and Elfinore, and to Finland, (here called an ifle) 

‘ Gothland, Bornholm, and Oelahd;-to have a governor, deputy, or 
‘ deputies, and twenty-four affiftants, who may make bye-laws, and im- 
* pofe. fines, imprifonment, &c. on all non-freemen trading to thofe 
‘ parts.’ It was principally defigned by the queen for the encourage- 
ment of her ov/n merchants, in oppofition to th^ Hanfeatics. 




This was what is called in England a regulated company, i. e. a com- 
pany trading, not on a joint flock, but every one on his feparate bottom, 
under certain regulations. We lhall fee this charter farther confirmed 
by one from King Charles I, in 1629. Neverthelefs, they have been 
frequently complained of by the Englifli merchants as a monopoly, and 
were therefore curtailed by legal authority (as we fhall fee) in the year 
1672. And finally, being, with all other monopolizing companies, 
(not confirmed by parliament) deemed illegal in times of true liberty, 
after the revolution, in confequence of the ad called the declaration of 
rights, &c. they do not now exift commercially, or otherwife, but in 
name only, which it feems they flill keep up, by continuing to elect 
their animal officers; and having (like the merchants of the Staple, 
another company in fimilar circumflances) a little flock in our public 
funds, the intereft thereof defrays the expenfes of their yearly meetings, 
which are for no end but to commemorate their former exiflence in a 
reflridive capacity, and to eled their principal annual officers, now 
merely nominal, which they flill continue to do. 

We cannot too much commend the indefatigable induflry of the fa- 
mous patriot, (for fo he juftly deferves to be Ailed) ' Mr. Richard Hakluyt, 
of the Middle Temple, London, in fo earneflly promoting new difco- 
veries and improvements for the benefit of England. In his fecond 
volume of Voyages and difcoveries he direds Morgan Hubblethorne, a 
dyer, who was fent into Perfia this year to learn the arts of dying there, 
and of making carpets, &c. There are (fays he) perfons there who ftain 
linen cloth ; it hath been an old trade in England, whereof fome ex- 
cellent cloths yet remain, although the art be now lofl in this realm*. 

In the fame year, William Harburn, an Englifh merchant, fent into 
Turkey by Queen Elizabeth, obtained of the fultan Amurath III, that 
the Englifli merchants might in all refpeds as freely refort and trade to 
Turkey, as the French, Venetians, -Germans and Pol^, did at this time; 
by which conceffion a foundation was laid for the Englifh Turkey com- 
pany, which was foon after eflablifhed. ’ 

1580. — Sir Francis Drake accompHflied the fecon’d circumnavigation 
of the terraqueous globe. He began it in the year 1577, through 

the Magellanic flrait, with five fhips, arid 164 men. He pillaged St. 
Jago of Chili, and other places on the wefl coaftbf America, which was 
in fad the principal end of his voyage. In fome of the .harbours on 
this coafl he found fhips which had no perfon in them ; fo fecure were 
the Spaniards;- as not fo much as to drearn of any enemy in thofe feas. 
He at length' took the immenfely rich prize named the Cacofogo, 
with twenty -fix ton of filver, and eighty pound weight of gold, befides 

Mr. Anderfoii here confounds Hakluyt of tions for Hubbletbornej wlio, as we learn by the 
Oxford, the colle6lor of voyages, with his coufin infl:ru<Sl:ibas, was fent out at tlie expenfe of the 
of the Middle Temple, who drew up the inflruc- 'city of London*- M* 
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jewels, &c — Hawing now bmit one Wp. left, in which all his treafure was 
embarked, and it beinig pBroboaWae titbit the Spaniards would intercept 
him fliould he re turn gfcnttliooe Magellanic ftrait, he -determined 

to fail to the Moluccos, a n(3 tret am borne (as the Portuguefe were ac- 
euftomed to do) by the Cape oFGowiIl Hope. Being obliged to fail as 
far north as 48 degrees^ Lit or de - tiro g«tt a good wind, he difcovered Ca- 
lifornia, which he aanaed Neer' /wAl'biion, fetting up a pillar and plate, 
on which <^een Elkal>etli’s n_aiwie‘!, ttittle, &c. were engraved ; the Spa- 
niards having never as ]ye* bad Fooctiaig here. At the Moluccos, and at 
Java, Drake was well tre&te«d, = a»dla'rrived in England (by the Cape of 
Good Hope) ia Nowemloe r M5 8o», 

On the complaint of tine Spoaniillli imbafTador, the queen fequeflered 
the treafure taken by l>ra be, or afftWaift a great part of it, for the king 
of Spain’s nfe ; but at tie f»:in .etrineie atfferted the abfolute freedom of her 
fubjeds to navigate the lo-di ao-feassasas sw ell as thofe of the king of Spain. 

The managers of theRttfua c(»iB. f0ny of England are undoubtedly 
highly to be commeiKled fo-rt liesit naiiious attempts to difeover a j%orth- 
eaft pallage hy fea to C Mma_ aancdUmdia,^ how unfuccefsful foever they 
proved, and ho^w naiich zfoever thheSr ultimate views might center in 
their own private interef. laitftisspear 1580, they fent out Pett and 
Jackman with two bar Is, to try a "paGage that way through the ftraits 
of Waygatz. After rmaoiy' p»er.ils amtlU ifiifficulties from the ice and iiitenfe 
cold,: one of thenn ret true d lo»nL.e " umtoccefsful, but the other was never, 
heard of more *. 


1 hi this fame year , Kiaig; PE-lip III jitfom nd means to unite the kingdom 
of Portugal to that of S-jatin.; a vesrp important acceffion to the Spanifh 
monarchy, had it b eemuan agpil tco tlte beft advantage. It remained, 
however, in this nnited ftatet ill Joelira duke of Braganza took the title 
of king of Portugal, in the jeear 

The city (or rather the fu i)arbs)0 caof London, being about this time 


conuderably increased , the qu«» jjiMbiliflied a proclamation, forbidding, 
any buildings to.be ereft-ed can n*ew foundations within three miles of 
the city gates, and tlaat; on ly o-nes &mily fbould inhabit each houfe. 
Here Mr. Rapin, inhtis Mittony oBBaigland,' fubjoins^ * it were to be 
“ willed for England that th»is pcrotiiibitifeon bad been pundiually executed 
*■ even to this day, iiiicftliecit^yMStfo eadarged that it grows a monflrous 
* head to al>o.dy of a irnodeaitte , ttn which it, bears no proportion.’ 
-hJotwithftandingcbi#;. tli*eKe are. many perfons, in modern 

times who do not viowylis ime resafoeip that bad lights and rather think 
it advantageous,, and. lble,ly_(>«wn^ 'toi the increafe of our wealth and 
co^iiierce ji' and- that 6v,eii- tBis: great: ancreafe of the. m0tr<^®lis is at- 


^RufSa near n;,lie _ Itead i. fibwi Germany, 

kwe^teeaia faraoi-ii.es.ill.- Fka 
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tended "with many vifible advantages to the nation, efpecially in point 
of the annual fupplies, and of the public credit, as well as a greater 
confumption of the produce of the kingdom, (fo much for the benefit of 
the landed intereft) and of our manfadtures of all kinds. 

The ufe of coaches is faid to have been now introduced in England 
by Fitz- Allen, earl of Arundel. 

1581. — This year the Scottifli parliament made a fumptuary law, 
which laid heavy fines on all under the degrees of dukes, earls, lords of 
parliament, knights, and landed gentlemen not pofiefied of at leaft 
L2000 yearly rent (L250 Sterling), who fhould wear in their clothing 
or lining any cloth of gold or filver, velvet, fatin, damalk, taffeties, 
fringes, paflinents (lace), or embroidery of gold, filver, or filk ; or any 
lawn, cambric, or woollen cloth made in foreign parts, (with exception 
of certain officers and magiftrates) ; and to the end that all others, thus 
debarred from foreign fineries, might be fupplied with cloth and fluffs 
of home manufadlure, whereby alfo the poor might be employed, no 
wool was thenceforth to be exported, under forfeiture, &c. By an- 
other fumptuary law of the fame year, all under the above mentioned 
ranks were forbid the ufe of confedHons, foreign drugs, and coftly 
fpices, which, it feems, were then laviflily, ufed at weddings, chriffen- 
ings, and other banquets, by perfons of low eftate. 

This year Queen Elizabeth granted to the city of Briflol, which had 
long been a place of very confiderable magnitude as well as traffic, a 
new and ample charter, with many immunities, wherein fhe calls it 
her city of Briflol, and terms it a large and populous city. 

This year there was publifhed a mofl judicious pamphlet, intitled, a 
Compendious examination of certain ordinary complaints of divers of 
our countrymen in thefe our days. (By W. S.) Therein, public fpirit, 
or zeal for the community, — inclofures for paflure, then fo much cla^ 
moured againfl, — the dearth of provifions, — the decay of townLS,--,the 
multitude of fheep, — the coin’s being worn out, — the true flandard and 
intrinfic value of money, compared with that of foreign nations, — wool, 
againfl its exportation, — our extravagant love of foreign wares, — and fun- 
dry other national points of great importance, are all handled fo maf- 
terly, and in fo pure a didlion for the time he wrote, as to give room 
for conjediuring it might have been penned by diredlion of the queen’s 
miniflers, finge fcarcely any ordinary perfon, in thofe early days, could 
be furnifhed with ib copious a fund of ,e:^cellent matter. 

Tliat, author, fp(iaking .of the arts to be cherifhed in cities and tov/ns, 
finely obferves, ‘..•|hat often even on^iminute manufa{ffure, made pe- 
‘ culiar to any, one town, vhas enriched it. I have (fays he) heard fay, 
* that the chief trade of Coventry was heretofore in making blue thread ; 
‘ and then that tovm was rich, even upon that trade, in a manner, only ; 

and now our thread comes all from beyond fea 5 wherefor that trade 



‘ of Coventry is decayed, and thereby the town likewife. So Briftow 

* (Briftol) had a great trade by making of points, and that was the 
‘ chief myftery (manufadure) that was exercifed in the town.’ 

This author is moft juft in his opinion of keeping up the purity, 
parity, and quantity or weight, of the lilver coin ; alfo in pleading for 
the eafy admiffion of foreign artificers into our cities and towns, &c. 

Several good laws were made in the reign , of Queen Elizabeth for 
the prefervation of the timber of England, and more efpecially of the 
woods growing within a certains diftance from London, or the river 
Thames, both for the ufe of Ihipping and of buildings at land. As 
Iron-mills, or works near London, were the great deftroyers of timber 
and woods, it was now enaded that no new iron-work fliould be erod- 
ed within twenty-two miles of London, nor within fourteen miles of 
the river Thames, nor in feveral parts of Suflex, near the fea, therein 
named; neither ihould any wood, within the limits defcribed, be con- 
verted to coal or other fuel for making of iron. [23 Eli%. c. 5.] 

A fubfequent ad [27 Eli%. c. 19.] prohibited the eredion of any new 
iron-works in Surry, Kent, and Sufiex ; and ordered that no timber of 
one foot fquare from the ftub ihould be ufed as fuel for any iron-work. 

We find in Camden's Annal^, that Mr. Thomas Randolph was at this 
time in the office of chief poftmafter of England ; but how it was ma- 
naged does not fo clearly appear ; though from King Charles I’s efta- 
'bliihment of the polls, in the year 1635, it ihould feem there were but 
very few regular poft-carriages till then in England 

By an ad of parliament [23 E/iz. c. 9] for aboliihing certain deceit- 
ful fluff ufed in dying of cloth, &c. ‘ logwood, or blockwood, of late 

* years brought into this realm, is exprefsly prohibited to be ufed by 

* dyers, the colours thereof being falfe and deceitful to the queen’s fub- 
‘ jeds at home, and difcreditable beyond fea to our merchants and 

dyers.’ In the fequel we ihall fee the reputation of logwood fully 
eftabliihed. 

The queen having fettled preliminaries at Conflantinople two years 
before for the trade to Turkey, ihe now incorporated a number of emi- 
nent merchants for that end, viz. Sir Edward Ofbum, an alderman of 
Londo:n ; Thomas Smith, Efq. Richard Staper, and William Garrett, 
merchants. In their tharter of incorporation Ihe fets forth, ‘that Sir 
‘ Edward Oiburn and Richard Staper had, at their own great coils and 
‘ charges, found out and opened a trade to ' Turkey not heretofore in 
fe' the membrymf any man now diving, known to rbe commonly ufed 
- ted frequented by way of merchandize, by any the merchants, or any 
of us or our progenitors ; Whereby many good offices may 
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be done for the peace of Chriftendom, relief of chriflian flaves, and 
‘ good vent for the commodities of the realm, to the advancement of 
‘ her honour and dignity, the increafe of her revenue, and of the gene- 
‘ ral wealth of the realm. She therefor grants unto thofe four mer- 
‘ chants, their executors and adminiftrators, and tofuch other Englifh- 
‘ men (not exceeding twelve in number) as the faid Sir Edward Ofbom 
‘ and Richard Staper fhall appoint to be joined to them and the other 
‘ two before-named perfons, and their fadors, fervants, or deputies, for 
‘ the fpace of feven years, to trade to Turkey, in fuch manner as the 
‘ faid company fliall agree between themfelves ; during which time 
‘ they may make by-laws for their good government (not repugnant 
‘ to the laws of the kingdom); Nothing to be tranfaded without the 

* confent of the governor for the time beingi (Sir Edward Ofborne 
‘ being hereby appointed the firfl: governor); The trade to Turkey 
‘ to be folely to them, their fadors and fervantSy during the faid term ; 

‘ and any other fubjeds trading thither, either by fea or land, without 

* their licence, tO' forfeit Ihips and goods, moiety to the crown, moiety 
‘ to the company. For the laft fix of the faid feven years this com- 
‘ pany fhall export fo much goods' to- Turkey as fhall annually pay at 
‘ lead: L500 cuflom to the erownj (except in cafe of fhipwreck, &c.) 

‘ Provifo, that in cafe this exclufive grant fhall hereafter appear to be 
‘ inconvenient, the queen may revoke the fame upon one year’s previ- 

* ous notice ; and the queen, during the faid term, may nominate two 

* perfons to be added to the faid number of- patentees, with the fame 
‘■privileges, 8cc. as the reft herein named. Laftly, if at the end of 
‘ the faid feven years thefe grantees defire it, the queen will grant other 

* feven years to them, provided (as aforefaid) the faid exclufive trade 
‘ fhall not appear to be unprofitable to the kingdom.’ 

Nothing can be more cautioufly penned than this charter; and par- 
ticularly we may obferve, that by the firft provifo the queen in effed 
kept it in her own power to dillblve them at any time, on giving one 
year’s notice. 

Sir William Monfon in his Naval trads, (written in 1635) afiigtts 
the following reafons that England did not fooner enter diredtly on the 
Turkey trade for Perfian and Indian merchandize, but till now fuftered 
the Venetians to engrofs that trade entirely, viz. 

‘ I) Former times did not afford flipping fufhcient for it. 

* II) We could not ; becaufe of the great danger of falling into the 
‘ hands of the Tiyks,’ (he means the Barbary Moors), ‘ who in thofe 

* days were fo ignorant of our nation; as to think England to be a town 
‘ in the kingdom of London .. 

‘ That the Venetians in thofe times fent their argofies, or argofers,’ 
(the corrupt name for a certain kind of great fhip, conftruded after the 
make of thofe of Ragufa) ‘ yearly to Southampton with Turkey,, Per- 
V0L.II, Y 
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‘ fian, and Indian merchandize. The laft argofer that came thus from 
^ Venice was unfortunately loft near the ifle of Wight, with a rich car- 

* go and many paflengers, in the year 1587*’ 

1582. — The queen’s letters to the grand ftgnior were received with 
much civility, being delivered to him in. the year 1582 by her ambaf- 
fador Hareborn, whom fhe impowered to fettle con fuls in the feveral 
ports, and to eftablifh laws or rules to be obferved by the Englifh trad- 
ing to Turkey. With the firft fadors, the indefatigable Hakluyt {V. ii, 
p. 164.] fent excellent inftrudions ‘ for inquring into the nature of dy- 
‘ ing ftuffs of Turkey, and into the art of dying j alfo what fpecies of 
‘ thofe might be produced in England, and how beneficial fuch new pro- 
‘ dudions would have been to us ; which he inftances in that of fafiron, 
‘ firft brought into England by a pilgrim, and alfo woad, originally 
‘ from Tholoufe in Languedoc; the damafk-rofe was firft brought in- 
‘ to England by Dr. Linacre, phyfician to King Henry VII and King 
‘ Henry VIII ; Turkey fowls about fifty years paft, [viz. about 1522.] 
‘ the artichoke in King Henry VIII’s time; and of later times the 
‘ mnlk-rofe, and feveral forts of plums by the Lord Cromwell, out of 
‘ Italy ; the apricot by King Henry VITI’s French gardener (but here is 
no mention as yet of peaches nor of nedarines). ‘ And now within thefe 

* four years, (i 578) have been brought into England from Vienna in 

* Auftria divers kinds of flowers called tulipasj and thofe and others pro- 
‘ cured thither a little before from Conftantinople. And it is faid that 
‘ fince we traded to Zante, (this muft have been but lately) the plant that 
‘ beareth the coren is alfo brought into this realm ; and although it 

* bring not fruit to perfedion, yet it may feiwe for pleafure and for 
‘ fomeufe^. Many other things have been brought in that have de- 
‘ generated by reafon of the cold climate ; Lome things brought in have 
‘ through negligence been loft : and Archbifliop Grindal brought the 
‘ tamarifk plant from Germany, and many people have received great 
‘ health by this plant.’ On the commencement of the Englifli trade to 
Turkey, the merchants having occafion to attend the queen and coun- 
cil, they had there great thanks and commendations for the fliips they 
then built of fo great buiden, with many encouragements to go forward 
for the kingdom’s fake, (fays the author of the Trade’s ipcreafe, who 
adds, that the ordinary returns of this trade at the beginning were three 
for one). 

England, by entering iiito a dired trade to Turkey, procured all the 
commodities of Greece, Syria, Egypt, Perfia, and India, much cheaper 
thpiU' formerly. And (lays Sir William Monfon) when the Venetians 
ferved us with thofe rich eaftern wares, by the v/ay of the Red fea, and 

- ii that it was them not well kmmrn, " ' * ' ' 


A. D, 1582. 1 71 

down the Nile to Alexandria, and alfo by way of the caravans to 
Aleppo, they alfo were wont to take freight in their flsips from port to 
port, whereas now (1635 all ftrangers are more defirous to employ 
our own Chips in that fervice. Jacobs [Lex mercatoria, p. 9.] alleges, 
(upon what authority I know not ) ‘ that the Barbary merchants were 
‘ incorporated in King Henry VII’s time ; but that company decaying, 

‘ out of their ruins arofe the Levant or Turkey company, who, firft 
‘ trading with Venice, and then with Turkey, furnifhed England that 
‘ way with Eaft-India commodities, which, till then, were brought to us 
‘ (moftly) by land, and to the Portuguefe alone by long fea,’ &c. 

This year the fliip Sufan of London, mounting- thirty-four guns, car- 
ried out to Turkey the Englifh ambaflador Hareborn, who now firft fet- 
tled peace with Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, which piratical ftates had 
taken many fliips belonging to London, Briftol, &c. And Hareborn 
having eftablifhed all the Englifti faftories in Turkey, notwithftanding 
the malice of the French and Venetians, returned over land to Eng- 
land. 

The fame year a voyage to China was attempted from England with 
■four Chips; which, however, went no farther than the coaft of Brafil, 
and returned home for want of provifions, after having fought with 
fome SpaniCh {hips of war on that coaft, 

Mezeray, in his Hiftory of France, acquaints us that the yearly reve- 
nue of their king, Henry III, was now got fo high as thirty-two millions 
of livres, (or L3, 200,000 Sterling j a livre being at this time equal to 
two {hillings EngliCh. 

The Haufeatic merchants, in their complaints to the diet of the em- 
pire againft England, aCTerted, that by the high duty laid on woollen cloth 
in England, it was become (fays Werdenhagen) twice or thrice as dear as 
it had before been : that hence fprung the vaft iircreafe of England’s 
wealth, 200,000 cloths being yearly exported thence, three fourths where- 
of were carried into Germany ; and from thence a great part was carried 
into Poland, Denmark, and Sweden : that the remaining fourth part 
was fent to the Netherlands and to France ; but little or none into Spain; 
from whence it was eafy to infer the imnienfenefs of the profit accruing 
to that nation thereby. The only remedy therefor was to banilli the 
EngliCh merchant-adventurers out of the empire ;'<and abfoluteiy to pro- 
hibit all manner of EngliCh woollen manufactures, as what they judged 
would effectually bring the queen to; terms with the Hanfe towns, I'he 
queen had fome frjends in this diet, who, together with her own able 
envoy, Gilpin, long and ftrenuouCTy defended her and her merchant-ad- 
venturers. Yet in the end, the intereft of the Hanfe towns prevailed 
with the diet, who palled fentence againft the EngliCh merchants, and 
abfoluteiy prohibited all EngliCh woollen goods : yet Gilpin by a ftra- 
tagem obtained that the fentence Cbould not be executed till the decifioik 
- - Y 2: 
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pf another diet ; and our merchants were afterward permitted to re- 
move from Staden to Hamburgh, where they were well received. 

‘ In this year the Ruffia company fent out no fewer than eleven fhips, 
well armed, for fear of enemies and pirates. 

Pope Gregory XIII ordered ten days to be cut off from this year, 
becaufe 365 days and 6 hours exceeded a year by 1 1 minutes ; one day 
therefor is gained in about 132 years; by which means, from the year 
325, when the council of Nice was held, to this year 1582, 10 whole days 
were gained. This was called the new ftile, and doubtlefs the jufteft ; 
though we and other proteftant Rates kept to the old ftile till very 
lately. 

1583 — Such was the cuftora and policy of thofe times, that Queen Eli- 
zabeth was obliged, for the protedion of the {hips of her Ruflia company, 
(fays Camden in her Annals) to obtain the king of Denmark’s permif^ 
lion for the company’s Ihips freely to navigate the North fea, by the 
coafts of Norway and Lapland to the haven of St. Nicholas ; and in cafe 
of foul weather, &c. to take Ihelter either in Iceland or Norway, even 
in ports by former agreements prohibited, provided they did not trade 
there without that king’s licence; for which privileges the company 
were to pay him 100 rofe nobles annually, during the term of this 
grant. 

Queen Elizabeth fent Sir Jerom Bowes toJR.uflia : but the minifters of 
the new^czar, Pheodore Juanowitz, being, as fome faid, corrupted by 
Dutch prefents, he returned home without being able to obtain a re- 
newal of the company’s exclulive privileges. The writers of thofe times 
.acquaint us, that, befides the main commodities fent from England to 
Ruffia, viz. cloths, lilks, welvets, &c. they carried thither coarfe linen 
cloth *, old iilver plate, ad kinds of fmall mercery wares ferving for the 
apparel of both fexes, as linen and lilk girdles, garters', purfes, knives, 
,&c. Yet what by the expenfe of the firft dilcovery, (thirty years ago) 

. andfthe large prefents lince beftowed on the czar and his minifters, and 
the falfe .dealings of others there, it had coft the company about 
.L8 0,000 before it could be brought to any profitable account ; and even 
at this time, from the fickle temper of the czar and his people, the en- 
croachments of the Hollanders, and the expenfe of ambafladors, &c. all 
born by the company, this trade,, now ftood on a very precarious bot- 
tom. .Camden in his Hiftory of Queen Elizabeth fays that this new czar 
promifed to remit to our cornpany half of the , cuftoms paid by other 
.nations, in conlideration of their having been the firft difcoverers of the 
Way ihither by fea. In other refpe& he added to Iheir privileges out 
of regard for the queen; at the fame time accufing the company of hav- 
ing dealt ralfely with his people ; and no other anfwer than this could 

^ of Haens of various kinds arc now. imjpoxted from RulSa ;'*fuch are frequently 

'"the vaft aitcr'^tioijs 'in coi^ " ‘ i ^ •■■y -.’ f -4- , 
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IDr. Fletcher obtain, who was fent afterwards ambafla dor on this behalf 

to Ruffia, in the year 1588. 

The laft part of the preceding paragraph we have taken from a curi- 
ous and judicious treatife of Captain Carlifle’s, who was fon-in law to 
Sir Francis Walfingham, fecretary of Rate to Queen Elizabeth ; and 
who this year alfo fet forth the hazard of the Englifli in their voyages 
to Turkey from the piratical Rates of Barbary, for prevention where- 
of it coR about L2000 yearly , in prefents i and the like hazards in our 
trade to Italy, our failors being obliged to pay large ranfoms to the Al- 
gerines for their redemption from flavery. Moreover, the Venetians, 
envying our advancement in thofe trades, have loaded us with high du- 
ties on our merchandize, and on theirs which we bring back. 

Yet (fays Captain Car lifle) we drive a great trade with Spain and Por- 
tugal, who take off much bf our wares to their Indies. 

Carlifle had, by the intereR of Sir Francis Walfingham and others, 
raifed Liooo fubfcription at BriRol, for an attempt to fettle in Ameri- 
ca; and had propofed to the Ruffia merchants to raife L3000 more at 
London; which L4000 they deemed fufiicient to fettle 100 men in 
their intended plantation. 

Captain Carlifle judiciouRy difplays the many benefits which would 
accrue to England by making a fettlement in North America : Such as 
the great confumption of our woollen and other manufadlures ; taking- 
off our idle and burdenfome people ; the great likelihood of rich mines ; 
and Rill more, of our railing naval Rores in America, which we are now 
obliged at high prices to take from other nations; that this propofed 
fettlement may alfo be greatly helpful to the fifliery in thofe feas ; and 
as there are grapes in plenty in America, and olives may be eafily propa- 
gated there, both wine and oil may be had in abundance: Furs alfo, 
and fkins in abundance. 

Pippins (according to the author of the Prefent Rate of England, 
printed anno 1683) were fjrR planted in England about this time in 
Lincolnfhire, prior to thofe of Kent. 

In the year r 578 the queen had granted a patent to Sir Humphry 
.Gilbert (half-brother to Sir Walter Raleigh) and his affigns, to make 
difcoveries weRward, and to fettle a colony. Accordingly, (after fun- 
dry difcouragements) he failed this year from Plyjnouth with five fhips; 
and at; Newfoundland was afliRed by the Englifh filhing fhips there in 
taking pofleflion of that ifland for himfelf, under the crown of England. 
He had carried with him many artificers, with toys, &c. for traffic. 
There he fet up the queen’s arms, 'and gave leafes to many perfons for 
Rages to cure their fifh ; the Portuguefe, French, and Spanifh fhips 
crews agreeirig thereto. He thence failed to Cape Breton, and to the 
continent of North America, where he loR one of his fhips. Meeting 
with many other difaRers, he returned homeward ; but Sir Humphry and 
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all in his fhip were loft in a great ftorm, and only one ftiip got fafe home 
to Falmouth. Walter Raleigh, then a young man, was deeply engaged 
in this project. 

The fame year a ftiip of 250 tons belonging to Southampton failed 
on a voyage to Brafil and Rio de la Plata j but was in going thither un- 
fortunately loft on the coaft of Guinea. 

Adrian Gilbert got the queen’s patent to himfelf and others for five 
years, for the difeovery of a north-weft paHage to China, &c. by the 
title of the Colleagues of the fellowfhip for the difeovery of the north- 
weft paftage ; which fcheme came to nothing. 

The queen-mother of France, Catharine de Medici, aflifiing the baf- 
tard of Portugal, Don Antonio, with fhips and troops, he got poflefllan 
of one of the Azores or Weftern iflands; but the Spanifh fleet, confid- 
ing of twelve galleys and fifty galleons, meeting with that of France, 10- 
tally defeated it. Voltaire in his General hiftory of Europe impart v.) 
thinks, that this was the firft time that galleys were feen in the Ocean, 
(?. e. without the Mediterranean fea) it being, fays he, very furprifing 
that they fliould have been brought the diftance of 1 coo leagues tothofe 
flrange feas. When Louis XIV, long after this time, fent fome galleys 
into the Ocean, it was falfely fuppofed to have been the firft attempt of 
that kind: yet this attempt was, it is triie, more hazardous than that of 
the Spaniards, the Channel being more tempeftuous than the Atlantic 
Ocean. The mercantile Venetian and Genoefe galleys, which formerly 
reforted to England, were very probably of a more folid ftrudure than 
thofe ones which are only fit for fummer expeditions within the Medi- 
terranean. 

1584. — Sir Walter Raleigh, wdiofe great genius inclined him to new 
enterprifes and difeoveries, this year procured a fociety of gentlemen 
and merchants to fubferibe a confiderable fum of money for forming a 
fettlemenr on the continent of North America; and on Lady -day ,1584 
Queen Elizabeth granted them a charter for that purpofe. Amidas 
and Barlow, with two vefiels, w'ere accordingly fent ; but they failed 
aboqt ipQo leagues out of their way : for the ftiort courfe to the nor- 
thern parts of America not being as yet known, they fleered the wonted 
courfe of the Spaniards, by the Canary ifles, and thence into the trade-, 
wind to the Caribbee,iflands ; thence ftiling through the gulf of Flori- 
da, they auebored on the coaft of the country now called Virginia; 
where, making fome infignificant trade with the natives with toys for 
their furs, they returned home with gain (as they faid) and greatly 
m%^ified the richnefs of the country, in order to encourage a fecond 
adventure. They brought home fome pearls, and tobgcco, ( the firft of 
that fort that bad been, feen in England). The queen, feeined fond of 
this defign.s ^d either flae herfelf, or Sir Walter Raleigh, gave the coun- 
^J„tl»'^I^M(.Vk§ihia, whidit, 'indeed tpuif reprefcnted to be a 
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pleafant country, a.boundmg in fine woods, deer, hares, wild fowl, fifh, 
vines, currants, &c. 

Raleigh therefor obtained Queen Elizabeth’s patent to himfelf, &C. 
for the poffeffion of fuch remote lands, not then inhabited byChriftians, 
as they fhould difcover in fix years, of which they thereby had the pro- 
perty granted to them for ever, referving to the crown the fifth part of 
all gold and filver ore found therein ; with power to feize to their pro- 
per ufe all fhips with their merchandize that fhall without leave plant 
within 200 leagues of this intended fettle menc ; excepting, however, the 
queen’s fubjeds and allies fifhing at Newfoundland, &c. grants free de- 
nization to -the planters and their pofterity reflding there. Powers are 
alfo granted to the patentees for making bye-laws there, not repugnant 
to thofe of England. N. B. In this and fome other patents of thofe 
times, there was no diftind place, longitude, nor latitude fixed or limit- 
ed for fuch plantation, although undoubtedly North America was the 
country intended. 

In the fame year Jerom Horfey, the queen’s and the Englifh Ruffia 
company’s agent, is faid to have obtained more benefits of the czar Theo- 
dore Ivanowitz than could be got ha twenty preceding years. The czar 
fent Horfey over land with his compliments to the queen, who fent him 
back to him with her’s : after which he took leave a fecond time, re- 
turning with the czar’s prefents for Queen Elizabeth. He was very ho- 
nourably received at the new caflle of Archangel, and coming to St. 
Nicholas, at the fea-fide, he was fainted with the cannon of the Englifh, 
Dutch, and French fhips : which alfo plainly fhews that this compa- 
ny’s exclufive trade before this was quite abrogated *. 

1 58 5 Next year Captain John Davis with two barks from Dartmouth 

firfl: failed into the ftraits now fo well known by his name, and after 
proceeding to the northward as far as 66 deg. 40 min.^ returned home 
the fame year, as all others fince have done, without difcovering a 
north-weft paflage. At this time we find they knew the ufe of fome- 
what like the harpoon, with which they killed a porpoife ; but though 
many whales fell in their way, they knew not yet the right manner of 
killing them. 

The fate of the noble commercial city of Antwerp muft not be over- 
looked in the hiftory of commerce. That moft ’beautiful city, which 
had long flourifhed in the greateft opulence, the fruit of unrivalled 
commerce and'manufadures, was now befieged and taken by the duke 
of Parma, the governor of the Sjranifh provinces in the Netherlands. 

* Camden exprtMy afferts that this czar gave fea, by a propofal that fhe fltauld throw the trade 
free permiffion to the merchants of all nations to open to all her fubj.e 6 ta; which (hews, that the 
trade to Rtiilia, and anfwered Elizabeth’s demand • RalEan prince .was not ignorant of the principles 
of a renewal of the excluiive privileges, granted by of commerce, and of the intereft of his country, 
his fatliar 10- the Englilh cornpany in the White JfJ 
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For three days together the Spanifli foldiers wallowed in the plunder of 
the city, from which they carried off at leaft two millions of piftoles, 
beiSdes which, an incalculable quantity of rich merchandize and furni- 
ture was deftroyed by fire. Almofl; 300a of the inhabitants fell by the 
fword, 1500 were burnt or trodden to death, and as many were drown- 
ed in the Scheld. ■ 

The ruin of this famous city gave the fimfliing blow to the com- 
merce of the Spanifh Netherlands. The fifhing trade removed into Hol- 
land, The noble manufactures of Flanders and Brabant were difperfed 
into different countries. The woollen manufacture fettled moftly in 
Leyden, where it ftill flourilhes. The linen removed to Harlem and 
Amfterdam. About a third part of the manufacturers and merchants 
who wrought and dealed in filks, damafks, taffities, bays, fayes, ferges, 
Itockings, &c. fettled in England, becaufe England was then ignorant 
of thole manufactures : and the reft of the merchants of Antwerp, 
(more efpecially the proteftants) would probably alfo have fettled 
in England, but that foreign merchants paid double cuftoms, and 
were alfo excluded from all companies or focieties- of commerce, as 
were alfo foreign journeymen from fetting up to be mafter-workmen, 
or even partners in any trades but fuch as the Englifli were unacquainted 
with. And thus, through the madnefs of Spanilh popifti bigotry, and of 
arbitrary power, commerce and manufactures, driven from their Nether- 
lands, proved the means of enriching moft pf the countries of Europe 
weft and north of .the Mediterranean fea. A moft ferious memento to- 
all nations ! ' 

To this perfecution of the Flemifh proteftants the kingdom of Swe- 
den is faid to be indebted for its greateft improvements. They firft. 
taught the Swedes to- make iron cannon, and other iron, copper, and 
brafs manufactures ; for before this time moft of the Swedilh iron was- 
only fun into pigs and fent to Dantzic, and other parts of Pruffia, to 
be forged into bars; juft as the Englilh formerly fent their wool into 
Flanders, to be made into cloth by the Flemings. 

Malynes, in his treatife intitled Free trade,. (8vo, 1632, 68) ob- 

ferves, that no nation trafficked fo much to Antwerp, in bulk of ftaple 
commodities, as England. This,, fays he, is aflerted by Botero, who 
relates, that, two yeafs before the taking of Antwerp,, all the merchan- 
dize of Chriftendom which were vended there in one year being valued 
by the officers of that city, the Englilh merchandize alone amounted to 
•foqr fifths of the whole ! ^ « 

-i'hough Antwerp was the moft opulent city in the weftern parts of 
the world, yet as moft part of its commerce was carried on by the 
Ihip? of foreign nations, it had not much Ihipping properly of its own, 
compared with thofe of modem London and Amfterdam. So that when 
it was fackedj the Ihipping removed with the natkajs they belonged to, 
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■^liicb was one rea&n that it could never recover its former commerce, 
as the Dutch forts on the Scheld, below it, was another, and more co- 
gent one. In its glory it contained 1 3,500 private houfes, 42 churches, 
22 markets, and 220 ftreets. From the Scheld on which it hands, in the 
figure of a crefcent, were cut eight principal canals into the eity for load- 
ed fhips to go into the heart of it. Not only England and Holland have 
happily felt the advantages of the wild condud: of Spain, in their per 
fecution of the proteftants of the Netherlands, by a very confiderable ac- 
celiion of indufirious manufadurers ; but likewiie fundry cities of Ger- 
many were thence flocked with indufirious inhabitants : particularly, 
the count de Hanau thereupon ereded what is called the new towm of 
Hanau (much finer than the old one), fince, however, inereafed by the 
perfecution of the French proteftants by Louis XIV. 

It was ordered by the dean, high fteward, and burgefies of Weftmin- 
fter, that the number of ale-houfes ftiould not exceed one hundred, viz. 
fixty for St. Margaret’s parifh, twenty for St. Martin’s, and twenty for 
St. Clement’s and the Savoy precind. The inhabitants of St. Marga- 
ret’s parifh thus appear to have exceeded thofe of all the reft -of the 
liberty by one fixth part ; and as there were, when Maitland wrote, 
(about the year 1740) 1164 ale-houfes in that city and liberty, he right- 
ly enough efiimates the whole to be about twelve times as large in his 
time as it was then. 

Sir Richard Greenville failed for Virginia, by the old round about 
way above defcribed, with feven fhips loaded with arms, ammunition, 
and provifions, and with men for a fettlemenf. He began with plant- 
ing at Roanoke ifle, lying about five leagues from the continent in 
36 degrees north latitude, where he left 108 men, who, negleding to 
prepare their provifions in due feafon, and going far up the country in 
quefi of mines, (for golden dreams were then univerfal) moft of them 
were either deftroyed by the natives, or periftied for want ; and the few, 
who furvived, were taken up by Sir Francis Drake on his return from 
the Spanifii "Weft Indies, who took them all home with him, even al- 
though they had fown corn there, very near ripe, fufficient for two 
years fuftenaijce. And they were but juft gone, when a fhip, fitted out at 
the foie coll of Sir Walter Raleigh, arrived there with all forts of conve- 
niences ; as did Sir Richard Greenville fooii after, ■ 9 ?ith three other fhips, 
with a farther fupply : But finding the places quite defolate where the 
Finglifh planters had fettled, tlrey all returned home f, 

^ The ifland of Roanoke is fcarcely five Camden, (in lik Annals of fays, that 

from the coaft of North Carolina ; for fo that part to the befl of his knowiegc, the firfi tobacco ever 
of America was called, after the indifcriminate feen in England was now brought from Virginia : 
name of Virginia was reftrifted tp' the • province and he obferves, that in a few years afterwards to- 
now fo called. M. , . bacco taverns (or fmqking houfes) were as com- 

f In tliefe accounts there feems to be fome epnfa- mon in London as becr-lioiifes or wine- taverns* 
fion refpefling the time and the names of perfons, M* ^ * 

owing to the careleffnefs of writers and tranferibers* 
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The feven United provinces this year fent deputies to Queen Eliza- 
beth, with requeft to take their provinces under her protedlion, or elfe to- 
grant them fufbcient aid during their war with the king of Spain. She 
refufed to be their .'b :^ereign , but fent to their affiflance the earl of Lei- 
cefter to cornmark. her troops, confifling of 5000 foot and 1000 horfe, 
and to be governor of »heir provinces. [Fcedera, V^ xv, pp, 793 etfeqq. 
ColleBion ef treaties, F'. ii, p. 

The ftates-general, as a fecurity for her expenfes, put her in polleflion 
of the town of Flulhing, and the fort of Rammekins, in Zealand, and 
the town of Brill, with its forts ; which were to be refto-red upon pay- 
ment of the queen’s difourfements. This is called the treaty of Non- 
fuch, concluded ^the i oth of Augufl 1585. 

It would be to little purpofe to recount all the private adventures of 
Engliflimen againft the Spaniards in America in Queen Elizabeth’s 
reign ; yet Drake’s grand expedition (though undertaken only by pri- 
vate adventurers) with 25 fhips, and 2300 men, may merit a brief ac- 
count. He lacked the town of St. Jago at the Cape- de Verd ifles. He 
failed thence to the Weft-Indies, and took and pillaged- the city of St. 
Domingo : then he took the city of Garthagena, and obliged them to 
ranfom it. Thefeafon being far advanced, he found himfelf obliged to 
return homeward, without following his original fcheme, which was to 
march over land to Panama on the (hore of the South fea. Wherefor* 
he faded by the coaft of Florida-, where he backed the fort of St. Auguf- 
tine, and found- about L2000 in money, with 14 brafs cannon. Next- 
he called at the infant Virginia colony, and carried the people home 
with him, as already noted. Hakluyt makes the whole booty of this- 
expedition ngt to exceed L6oo,ooo, and fays they loft, therein 700 men : 
it therefor did not fully anfwer expetftation. 

This y -ra’: Qpeen Elizabeth granted a patent to the earls of Warwick 
and Leicefter, and to forty more, for an exclufive trade to . the domi- 
nions of I'-.Ior-acco during twelve years; to the emperor -whereof, Muley 
Hamet, Ore fent her minifter, Roberts, who remained three years there, 
and obtained fome privileges for the Englifh; particularly , that none of 
the Englifh ftiould-in future- be made flaves in-his dominions. 

The Algerine pirates now firft venturing into 'the Ocean, '^according 
to Morgan’s Hiftory of Algiers, FlTi, p. 5-88) with three flvips attacked 
and pillaged the chief town of the Canaries, carrying home much booty , 
and many captives.' * ■ 

The violences of the duke of Alv^ and the fubfequent fack of Ant- 
werp, had forced fuch multitudes of people to take ftielter at Amfter- 
dam', that in a few years after it increafed above one half and, new ram- 
partsy ditches, &c. were made Tound- the? increafed part of the- city. 
Werdenhagen obferves, that at one -titae- 19, 000 .people, retired from Ant- 
werp ipto Holland, and rnoftly to’Amfterdara ; whereby Antwerp, not 
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■ionly the fineft city of all Brabant, but almofl: of all Europe, was mifer- 
ably ftripped of its wealth and profperity, whilfl riches, arts, ingenuity, 
and induftry crowded into Amfterdam, in a manner fo fudden as hard- 
ly to be paralleled in ftory ; fo that it now became the chief city of traf- 
fic in air the Netherlands. For as the gr^t penfionary De Witt ob- 
ferves, in his Inter ejl of Holland, although Antwerp was, in refpe( 3 : af 
its good foundation and far-extended traffic, the moft renowned mer- 
chandizing city that ever was (till then) in the world, fending many 
ffiips backward and forward from France, England, Spain, Italy, &c. and 
making many filk manufadures, yet Brabant and Flanders were too re- 
mote and ill-fituated for eroding at Antwerp, or. near to it, the fifhery 
of haddoc, cod, and herring, and for making that trade as profitable 
there as it might be in Holland. The king of Spain defired to weaken 
that firong city, (which he thought too powerful) and to difperfe the 
traffic over his many other cities. The merchants of Antwerp, being 
neceffitated to forfake that city, chofe Amfterdam to fettle in, (which 
before the troubles was the next great city of commerce in the Netherlands) -■ 
becaufe the illes of Zealand were not fo well fituated for inland commerce ; 
and there was then no toleration of religion either in France or England. 
In the latter country alfo there were heavy duties on goods exported and 
imported ; and their guilds or halls excluded foreigners : neverthelefs, 
one third part of the dealers in, and weavers of, fays, damafks, ilpck- 
ings, &c. went cafually into England, becaufe thofe trades were then 
new to the Englifh, and therefor under no halls or guilds. Another 
great part went to Leyden ; and the traders in linen fixed at Harlem. 
The Flemifh fiflbing went alfo to Holland ; though fiill the villages of 
Flanders and Brabant retained much manufadure, by means of land 
carriage into France and Germany. What Botero fays, in his Treatife 
of the caufes of the magnificence and greatnefs of cities, was even now 
certainly true of the cities of Flanders, viz. that they were the mofi: 
mercantile and the moft frequented cities for commerce and traffic in 
all Europe ; a principal caufe whereof was, that the infinite quantity of 
merchandize imported and exported paid but a very fmall cuftom. 

At this time the new-ereded republic of the United provinces was in, 
great diftrefs, as not only King Henry III of France, but Queen Eliza- 
beth of England, had again refufed to be their Sovereigns. The faga- 
cious queen forefaw that, when ftie was once engaged againft Spain in 
'defence of that fovereignty, it would be almoft impoffible to tell, when 
fhe fliould be abia to retreat with Jiqnour and fafety ; but the powerful 
aid fhe intended to give the.ftates-general fhe might either leflen or in- 
creafe at pleafure. She how,' therefore ftipulated to fupply the flates 
with 5000 foot and 1000 horfe, and- fo. pay thofe. troops whilfl the war 
lafted, but to be repaid at the end of it ; the three forts already men- 
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tioned remaining in her hands by way of fecurity for the fame, and for 
Li 00,000 in money, which fhe had formerly lent them. 

Sir Bernard Drake, with a'fquadron ofEnglifh fliips, was now. fent to 
Newfoundland, where he took feveral Portuguefe Ihips laden with fifh 
and oil, (Portugal being now united to Spain) which is all that we meet 
with material concerning that ifland during the reft of this century, 

1586 Miflelden [Circle of commerce^ p. 54, ed. 1623, 4to] relates, 

that Queen Elizabeth now confirmed all the former charters of the com- 
pany of Englifh merchant-adventurers, granting them the like autho- 
rity to hold their courts, and to exercife their trade in Germany as am- 
ply as they had formerly done in the Netherlands, with ftrid prohibition 
to all not free of that company to trade within their limits Where- 
upon the city of Hamburgh invited them again to fettle there, and the 
company fent thither two commiflioners : yet the imperial and Spanifti 
party in the fenate fo far prevailed, that the commiffioners were oblig- 
ed next year to go over to Staden, where they fixed the company’s ftaple 
to good purpofe. Before this time, Staden was unfrequented by mer- 
chants; but in ten years that the company refided there, Staden found 
a great change for the better, till the year 1 597, when the company 
was forced to leave it. 

Captain John Davis with three fhips made his fecond voyage for the 
north-weft pafiage ; but finding no pafiage in the ftraits of his name, 
attempted k farther fouth, where he loft fome of his men by the-na- 
tives ; and returned after bartering toys for fome hundreds of feal- 
•Ikins. 

The Hanfeatic towns on the Baltic fhofes, and particularly Wifmar 
and Lubeck, ftitl continued to have a confiderable commerce while 
they continued to fail diredfly to Spain with their own veflels ; but from 
this time forward, (fays their hiftorian Werdenhagen) by means of fuch 
numbers of Netherlanders as had fled to Hamburgh, that city pufhed on 
a much greater commerce to Spain. From this period moft authors 
date the great, but gradual, declenfion of the Hanfeatic towns on the 
Baltic fea, and more efpecially that of Wifmar; the magnificent churches, 
auguft market-place, town-houfe, capacious wine-cellars, and the large 
and ftately prir-ate houfes of which cityj, fufEciently teftify its antient 
great trade and opulehce. i . ■ <: 

At this time flouriftied the famous - Danifh aftronomer Tycho Brahe, 
who made fome aftronomical difcoveries and improvements, which 
proved very beneficial to navigation, and confequently to maritime 
eowiteerce. ’■ ^ 

According to Gemelli, the’Chinefe about this time granted to the Por- 
tuguefe the rocky ifte. of Macao, below .Ctotou, then inhabited by rob- 

* fkC v'-i 5; If''':' : ^ ^ 

_ i Miffclden fays, be pcrufed the origmal cBarter^ 
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Bers, on condition of expelling them, as they accordingly did 5 and there 
they built and fortified the town of that name, which they hold to this 
day, paying tribute and cuftoms to the Chinefe. Since the Portuguefe 
were expelled from Japan, Macao is become quite inconfiderable, hav- 
ing but- five Ihips left : it contained 5000 Portuguefe, and 1500 Ghinefe 
in the year i 6 gg. 

The fame year Sir Walter Raleigh fitted out from Plymouth two 
fmall veflels, which at the Azores took five Spanifb ihips j : and, after 
fome other exploits, returned home with a good booty. 

Thomas Cavendifh now commenced the fecond > Englifh circumnavi- 
gation of the earth at his own expenfe, which he effe^ed in two years 
and two months, by the old route through Magellan’s ftrait, and home 
by the Cape of Good Hope, having lofl two of his three fhips. He took 
a rich Spanifli fliip from the Philippines, and deftroyed other fhips and 
fome towns in the South feas. But neither this nor Drake’s circumna- 
vigation were intended for making ufeful fettlements in thofe remote 
parts, for the benefit of commerce, as moll certainly they might eafily 
have done; their objedf being only to pillage the Spaniards, together 
with fome tranfient commerce. 

In this fame year the earl of Cumberland and Sir Walter. Raleigh 
jointly fent out fome fhips to privateer on the Spaniards in the South 
feas ; but this undertaking proved unfortunate, and a great lofs to thefe 
two enterprifing geniufes. 

Hakluyt acquaints us, that Jerome Horfey now obtained of the czar 
Theodore Juanowitz, new privileges for the Englifh Ruflia company, 
(though not exclufive ones) fuch as a freedom from certain tolls or taxes, . 
&c- But it feems they were in this new grant prohibited from carry- 
ing their goods-^ to the new caftle of Archangel, and obliged to ufe the - 
old warehoufes and the harbour of Sr. Nicholas. As this is the fecond 
time that we find mention of the new caflle of Archangel;- it is probable 
there was then no towa of that name, and that this new- caftle has fince 
grown up into the town of Archangel. 

We are indebted to De Witt’s of following 

remarks on the earl of Leicefter’s condudt in Holland in this year,, viz, 

‘ that although during the troubles on the fcore of religion, many Fle- 
‘ mifh- and Brabant clothiers and merchants retired to Holland, yet 
‘ were they prefently in great danger of being driven out again by the 
‘ earl of Leicefter, who, by the intereft of the clergy, his courtiers, and 
‘ Englifh foldiers,* endeavoured, tq make himfelf lord of the country, 

‘ ifFuing very prejudicial placarts againR, traffic and navigation, deiign- 
' ing by furprife to-have feized on the three greateft trading cities, viz. 

‘ Amfterdam, Leyden, andEnckhuyfen.’ In andther place he fays, ‘ that 

* Leicefter’s edidt at Utrecht, in the year 1 586, prohibiting ftores of 

* war, provifions, or even merchandize, as alib letters, from being car-- 
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ned to the - Spaniards or their allies, &c. ' had "like to'liave marred all 
the advantages which the fall of Antwerp had brought to Holland 
* French, Scots, Danes, - and Vandalic Hanfe towns imet 

^ poled -whereby, that edia was fruilrated. Neverthelefs, the bare ter- 
v r 1 to take place made very many trading people leave 
‘ ^ T?'’ Hamburgh, Bremen, Embdenf Staden, 

The later edia, Thuanus [A. Ixxxv.] thinks, was in order to 
raile money for carrying on the war, by obliging all nations to nur- 
f .^^'^iga.tion at-high:prices. G^eat, however, as thofe two^au- 
-thors.are, it maybe confidered that the later was a Frenchman and the 

and a violent republican, an^e’ to Eng! 

fo intenfely fet upon a 
plantation m North America, that he again fent out three &ips and 1 1:0 

on of Raleigh’s fuperintendant fettM 

^ Roanoke, where he found the fecond colony had been 

meS he rSSoM >'^avmg ,,5 men in his new fettle, 

ment, ne returned home, where he remained about three vears Ff’fnr,=. 

'fe fh°e“^ necelliry fupplies which he had promifed to brin^- 

feir ’'T ^ he arrive in ,500 wSh 

nTas rem ,T i,T ” ‘''T *at fuch of t he coIck 

Xn tC wfrd kI- *he continent called Cro- 

atoan, that word being carved on the trees. To this place thev intend 

of the colony ; but a ftorm unfmtunately ariling" 
their anchors and cables, and provifions alfo failing they 
agreed to return home, leaving that miferable colony to perifli ^to the 
■ftame of that age ; for though Raleigh was in trouble Zut fhis time 

nnnr^^^ ^ *"1^ f qocen and nation fiiould have had companion on thofe 
poor men, left amongft favages in a wildernefs. ^ ® 

m/arthTmft of O plantation in Virginia quite laid afide dur- 

n gall The reft of (^een Elizabeth’s reign; and all the great expenfe of 

of mly ‘*“5” h<=Mes^he lofs 

’"'hereby the legal intereil was not for 

■ ■ ftf' 




ers; having been much negle<3:ed, . it was* now re-enaded ; and the re- 
gular reprefentation of the fltires, and alfo of the cities and burghs, was 
ever after conftantly kept up. [/^. c. 1 13.] 

In this king’s reign there were findry flriff laws made for confining 
Gommerc'e in Scotland to the freemen of burghs ; fo far that no work- 
man or craftfman fhould be permitted to carry on his craft or calling, 
in any adjacent fuburb of. a free burgh, even though the fuburb fhould 
be no way fubjedl to the burgh. 

About this time the queen granted to the Steelyard merchants of 
the German Hanfe towns the very fame commercial privileges and. 
immunities j in point of cuftoms on commerce, as were enjoyed by 
her own- natural-born fubjedfs ; provided, however, that , her Englitli 
merchants at Hamburgh were .equally well treated ; /which yet did not . 
give them entire content. In the mean time the queen, being at war 
with Spain, gave the Hanfe towns due notice not to carry into Spain,. 
Portugal,- nor^Italy, provifions, naval flores, or implements of war, for 
the king of Spain’s ufe, under forfeiture thereof, and even of- corporal-' 
punifhment. 

In England, as well as in other European countries,, where there was . 
any confiderable commerce, the falaries, and day ly, wages, or pay. of ar-. 
tlficers, foldiers, failors, labourexs,..&c. .were confiderably-enhanced about, 
this time, occafioned partly by. the general increafe of commerce, and 
ptartly by the great acceffion of filver bullion annually imported from.-: 
the Spanifh colonies in Mexico and .Peru.-.. ■ 

The count of EaFi-Friefland WTrote.to Queen Elizabeth’ conaplaihirig., 
of the Hollanders, who had blocked up his, river Ems, and even part of ' 
his town of Embden, fo as to hinder the exportation, of corn, &c. on pre- 
tence of fuch provifons being, carried to the Spaniards, their -enemies,, 
while at the fame time they themfelyes ..fent- 200. v-efTels yearly, with. . 
corn, and other provifions, &c. to their. mortal enemy the king of 
Spain’s country, far the fake of gain.. The .counttells .the queen, , how.* 
much he had formerly encouraged , her merchant-adventurers ■when, 
fettled at Embden ; alfo, how much even they were obftrudted -in car- 
rying their cloth into the. interior, parts of the. empire, by the interrup- 
tion of his people’s commerce by the Hollanders ; and that he- had. en- 
couraged her merchants, notwithftanding all the endeavours of the im- 
perial arid Han-featic cities to obftrudl it. [Fcederaj xvi, 6.], Yet 
the company was not now, at Embden, .but had, removed from ^Ham- 
burgh tQ.;Stadeti,„ 

Queen Elizabeth having intelligence .pf the formidable preparati-ons 
of Philip II of. Spain, for an invaConof England, fent out Sir Francis 
Drake with a fleet of forty fhips to. the coaft of Spain, where he de- 
ftroyed many fhips, particularly about ^,po .yeflels* laden with provifions 
and ammunition,, near Cadiz and' Lifbon.. He alfo took a rich Portugal 
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' car rack fi'om Eaft-India at the Azores, out of the papers whereof (fays 
Camden, in Queen Elizabeth’s hiftory) the Englifh fo fully underftood 
the rich value of the Eafl-Indian merchandize, and the manner of trading 
into the eaftern world, that they afterward fet up a gainful trade, by 
eftablifliing a company of Eafl-India merchants at London. He aifo 
took an argofie full of rich merchandize. 

The damages, which the Spaniards fuffered from Drake, obliged 
them to poflpone the intended invafion of England. But another 
'greater, and feemingly more eifedual, caufe of deferring it, does equal 
honour to commerce, and to Sir Francis Wallingham, the fecretary of 
{late, who, by the aid of Thomas Sutton, Efq. (who was afterward 
founder of the charter-houfe hofpital in London), and alfo of the 
■queen’s merchant Sir Thomas Grefham, and of fome others, found 
means to get all the Spanifh bills of exchange protelled, which were 
drawn on the merchants of Genoa, and which were to fupply Philip 
for carrying on his preparations. A merchant of London, fays Bifliop 
Burnet, \Hiflory of his own times, V. i, p. 313] being very well ac- 
quainted with the revenue and expenfe of Spain, and of all that they 
could raife, and knowing alfo that their funds were fo fwallowed up, 
that it was impoffible for them to vidlual and fit out their fleet, but by 
their credit on the bank of Genoa, he undertook to write to all the 
places of trade, and to get fuch remittances made on that bank, that 
he might have fo much of the money in his own hands, as there fhould 
be none current there equal to the great occafion' of vidualling the 
Spanifh fleet. He reckoned that the keeping of fiich a treafure dead 
•in his hands, until the feafon of victualling was over, would be a lofs of 
L4 o,ooo ; and he managed the matter with fuch fecrecy and fuccefs, 
that the fleet could not be fet out that year. At fo fmall a price (fays 
• the bifhop), with fo fkilful a management, was the nation faved at that 
time, wheeler, the fecretary and hifloriographer of the Englifli mer- 
chant-adventurers company, alfo ajQerts, that the fellowfhip of mer- 
chant-adventurers were likewife, on this fame occafion, aflifling to the 
qUCen in like fort, at the mart of Kiel in Holflein. All which' demon- 
flrates the great importance of mercantile credit, and its influence, 
when well .condu<fl:ed, in matters of even the highefl; llate concern to a 
nation. ^ : 

In the fame year John Davis, with three fhips from Dartmouth, un- 
dertook a third voyage for a north-weft paflage to China, &c. In this 
voyage, he met with a Bifcay fhip, which he judged to be upon the 
fifhing for whales. Nothing materially different happening in this at- 
tempt from the two former, he returned home without finding any 
paffage, having gone up his former-named ftrait to no eflteCl. All thefe 
three .voyages were much encouraged by the lord treafurer Burleigh, 
Sir Francis Wallingham fecretary of iliate, and other noblemen, and 
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alfo by feveral merchants, Tbofe great men knew, from what had al- 
ready been difcovered, as alfo from the frame and ftrucSiure of the terra- 
queous globe, that fooner or later more difcoveries would be made; and 
that as it would greatly redound to the benefit of their country, fo it 
would no ieis advance their own glory to be the infiruments of fuch 
great benefits to their country. 

1 588 — King Philip 11 of Spain, though difappointed of invading Eng- 
land in the year 1587, fent his fleet and troops out againft England in the 
memorable year 1588. Camden aflerts that it was the befi: appointed of 
men, ammunition, and provifions, of all that ever the Ocean faw, and 
called by |he arrogant appellation of the invincible armada. It confin- 
ed of 

7 30 Ihips of all kinds, 

19,290 foldiers, 

8350 failors, 

2080 galley Haves, 

2630 cannon. 

The lord admiral, Charles Lord Howard of Effingham, was the chief 
commander of the Englilh fleet this year ; Sir Francis Drake vice-ad- 
miral; Sir John Hawkins and Sir Martin Frobifher rear-admirals.. The 
whole Englifli fleet confifted of but 76 fhips paid by the queen, and 38 
by the city of London ; befides 83 coaflers, &c. fent by feveral other 
fea= ports ; in all 197 vefiels great and fmaii*, befides thofe of Holland 
and Zealand. Some of our vejfiels, filled with combuftible matter, and 
fent among the Spaniih fhips, arefaid to have given rife to the terrible- 
invention of fire-fliips f. 

The pompous and tremendous armada of Spain, partly by the valour 
of the Englifli navy, which, though much interior, had many engage- 
ments with them in the Channel, and that of the ftates of the new Bel- 
gic republic, partly by the duke of Parma not joining them with his 
land and fea forces from thf. Netherlands, and partly by violently tem-* 
peftuous weather, after lofing many fliips and men, was obliged to re- 



tire north about by the coafls of Scotland, and thence home to Spain, 
by the weft coaft of Ireland; On the coaft of Scotland, they loft many 
fhips, and (according to Camden), had above 700 foldiers and failors- 
wrecked there, who, by the interceffion of the prince of Parma to King 
James, and with the confent of Queen Elizabeth, were afterward- fent 


* StoW:^ that crrcumftaiMial and mdefatigable^ f* The Englifli may have invented fire-fhips at 
writer, gives the names moil of the Englifh this time, though it is certain that the Tyrians,, 
fleet, of which- fixteen fhips of war were furnifh'ed 192© years - before, deftroyed Alexander's works 
By tlie Londoners, and ten by the faciety of mer« by a fire-fhip, and the Conilantinopolitans, A* D. 
chant-ad venturers. There are alfo lifts of the 716, deflroyed the Saracen fleet by the fame 
Spanifh and Englifh forces in a manufeript of the means. 

Cotton library, Julius^ F. vi,"No. xq6, M*. .. ■: . i , 


over to tlie Low' Countries ; but thofe who were wrecked on the Irifli 
coafts were almoft every where put to the fword. And thus were not 
only England, Scotland, Ireland, and the new republic of the United 
Netherlands, preferved from imminent deftrudion, but alfo the equili- 
brium of the general liberties of all the reft of Europe, as well as 
the proteftant religion in Britain and elfewhere 5 for at this "time Spain 
was undoubtedly the moll potent monarchy in Europe, although by 
mifcondud, and the growing power of Holland and England, and foon 
afterward of France (when its civil wars fubfided), that kingdom foon 
after this time began to Ihew evident fymptoms of a decline. Out of 
134 {hips, which for this great attempt came out of Lilbon, only 53 
returned ; only one of the gallealTes of Naples, and one of the four 
great galleons of Portugal ; and only 33 of the 9 1 galleons and hulks of 
other provinces ; fo that in all Spain loH 8i fhips, and 13,500 foldiers 
and mariners, behdes much treafure 

Grotius,in his Hillory of the Netherlands [Z. i, p. 171] oblervesupon 
this occafion, that the glories of Greece and Rome were fully equalled 
by the valour and fortune of the Englifh, though their advantages over 
Spain were more {lowly and more fafely obtained ; and all the time they 
fought with the Spaniards they loll not one capital (hip, nor above an 
hundred men ; whereas the Spaniards fuffered every extremity of mifery, 
loft many capital fhips, and near five thoufand men. 

Daniel Rogers, whom the queen had tent to Denmark with compli- 
ments of condolence on the death of Frederic II, and to cultivate the 
friendfliip of the tutors of the young king, was commiffioned alfo to re- 
rponftrate againft the arreftment of fhips the Sound for the offences of 
individuals, and againft the evafion of the antient treaty, whereby the 
■ privilege of filhing at Iceland was to be renewed to the Englifh every 
feven years. He alfo demanded, that the toll for palling the Sound 
fhould not be paid till the return of the fhips from the Baltic, and 
then in the ufual money of Denmark ; that owners fhould not be liable 
to fuffer for frauds committed by the mailers of their vefTels ; that the 
packages (or wrappers) of cloths fhould not be charged with ‘duties : 
and that the toll called Iq/l-gelt fhould be remitted, to the Engiifh. 
Bur the Danes^ who were difpleafed that the Englifh failed to Ruffia by 
the North fea, inftead'-of palling through their Sound, evaded comply- 

* The antient femicircular line of battle was ' cKIef, who prudently declined a mode of fighting, 
ilill in ufe. In one of the engagements in the wherefu the fuperlor fize and lofty fides of the 
Ghannel, the Spanilh fleet was drawn up . in that enemy’s fliips would hvwe given them a decided 
form^ and the two points of the fcmicircle or fupenority over his low-built veflels, and which 
crefcent were feven miles afunden Neither was would have entirely thrown away the great advan- 
ihe old method of condiiding a fea engagement tage which his faft-failing fmall vefTels lial in the 
by grappling the hoflile (hips, and fighting hand agility of their manoeuvres. ICajncfem Au ad an. 
to hand, fo far exploded, but that fome of the .. . . .. 

.Englifh oUcers propofcd it to the commander in, J 
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ing with his demands, on pretence of their king being under age*. 
\_Camdeni^rtn.EU%.adan.i^%' 6 ,'] 

As the number of men in a nation is of the utmoll importance, we 
ihall here quote a paragraph from the anonymous author of a fraall fo'- 
lio treatife, intitled, the Happy future flate of England [1689, p. 249.] 
He fays, that Mr. Pepys (fecretary of the admiralty) fhewed him a pa- 
per, ftating, that the whole number of men in the realm of Spain, 
taken by a fecret furvey, fome time, as is fuppofed, before the year 
1 588 , was but 1,12 5,390, exclufive of the regular and fecular clergy. Now, 
we may here note, that if it be true, as is generally prefumed, that the 
grown-up men of a country are about one fourth part of the whole people, 
then mulriplying' 1,125,390 by four, gives for the population of Spain 
about this time 4.501,560 fouls ; the fmallnefs of which number, in fo 
extenlive a country, is eafily to be accounted for, when we duely -confi- 
der their driving out fuch vaft numbers of Moors and Jews, and their 
receiving no foreign fupplies in their head ; their fending out continu- 
ally fuch numbers of their own people in the preceding eighty years, to 
plant their American dominions; and alfo the confuming and deftrudh- 
ive wars of the Emperor Charles V, and of his Ion King Philip II, in 
the Netherlands, Italy, &c. There are even many of opinion, that 
Spain does not at prefenf contain above five millions of fouls. 

About this time there were annually manufadlured in Cambray 
60,000 pieces of cambric, which being valued, one with another, at 40 
florins each, amount to 2,400,000 fibrins, or about L240,ooa Ster- 
ling yearly. [Thuani Hyi. A. Ixxxix, ad an. i^%^.'^ 

The Happy future Hate of England’ relates \^p. 127'] that in a re- 
monftrance of the corporation of the trinity -houfe- in the year 1602 
to the earl of Nottingham, lord high-admiral of England (extant in Sir 
Julius Caefar’s colledions) it is faid, that in the year 1588, Queen Eli- 
zabeth had at fea 150 fail of fliips, whereof only 40 were her own *, 
and 1 10 belonged to her fubje<Jfe. And that in the fame year there 
were likewife 150. fail ofEnglifti merchant fliips, of about 150 tons one 
with another, employed in trading voyages to all parts and countries. 
The queen’s 40 fliips carried 12,000 men, or. 300 in each (hip ; the i io 
hired ones 12,100, or no in each fliip, on an average ; and the 150 
trading fliips carried 6000 feamen, or 40 in each fliip. But the re- 
mohfirance farther adds, that in a- little above twelve years fince the 
year 1588, the fliipping, and the number of our feamen; were decayed 
about one-third part. This decay, of our maritime power was doubtlefs 
owing to the wars with Spain, the great lofs of fliipping in thofe wars, 

^ Though England was then, next to Spam, larged of thofe fhips did not exceed the lizc of a 
the mofl powerful maritime date in Europe, the modern fourth rate* 
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and in tlie many private expeditions and adventures of onr people to 
America, Africa, &c. * 

Both before and after the year 1588, upon Spain’s complaining that 
the Englifli fhips frequented the Indian feas, Queen Elizabeth (as Cam- 
den and others obferve) declared that the ocean was free to all, foraf- 
much as neither nature, nor regard of public ufe, do permit the exclu- 
five pofleffion thereof. The like anfwer flie made to the king of Den- 
mark, who fet up a claim to the fovereignty of the feas of Norway and 
Iceland, becaufe he was lord of the Ihores on both fides, faying, that 
the kings of England never prohibited the navigation and fifliing on 
the Irifh fea or channel, even though they be lords alfo of both Ihores. 
Yet in the cafe of the Rudia company’s fliips, we have feen under the 
year 1583, the queen partly complied with' the Danifh claim. How 
different this flile is from that of the writers in the two following reigns, 
and of fome even of later times on this fubjefl, will be feen in its pro- 
per place. 

In this fame famous year, the cheft at Chatham was founded, being a 
contribution for the relief of maimed and fuperannuated Englifli mari- 
ners, out of which penfions are paid to them for life, by the advice of 
Sir Francis Drake, Sir John Hawkins, &c. It was at firftonly a volun- 
tary monthly contribution of 'the mariners out of their pay, for the 
fuccour of their wounded brethren, but was afterward made perpetual 
by Queen Elizabeth. By an acfl: of the rump parliament [anm 1649, 
c. 24] for abolifliing deans and chapters, and felling their lands, we 
find that this chefl had been ufually kept at the Hill-houfe at Chatham, 
which, with its gardens, &c. had belonged to the dean and chapter of 
Rochefter. Till the noble fouridation of Greenwich hofpital by King 
William III, this was the only charity of that kind for diftrefled failors, 
Gibfon, in his additions to Camden’s Britannia, obferves that the navy 
of England has always owed more to the county of Kent than to all 
the other counties of England together, on account of the number and 
importance of the places of that county fubfervient to the royal navy, 
which, befides Chatham yards, docks, &c. has Greenwich, Deptford, 
Woolwich, Sheemefs, and Dover fubfervient to it. How much thefe 
dock-yards, ftore-houfes, &c. have been increafed and improved fince 
Camden’s time, and eVen fince the firfl edition of Gibfon’s additions 
(anm 1692), would require a volume fully to deferibe. And there are 
, additions, enlargements, and very ufeful and beautiful improvements 
conftantly making to thofe places, ajid alfo to the two famous ports of 
Bortfmouth and Plymouth, infomuch that- the king’s yards alone ap- 
pear like large towns of themfelves. And as a beginning is made for 

TKc trutK of this decay may be doubted, if Has any year of this century paffed without fome- 
i pported only by the authority of a rcmonftrance* body aferting that the country was ruined ? 
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the like end at Milford haven, it is to be hoped authority will efFedtu-- 
ally complete the fortifications, docks, &c. of that incomparable haven, 
even in this generation. 

Dr. Gyles Fletcher being fent ambaflador to Ruffia, obtained (though 
not without difficulty) a renewal of certain former grants, fuch as li- 
berty for the Englifh Ruffia company to trade through Ruffia into Per- 
fia ; alfo payment of part of the debts due by Ruffian fubjeds to that 
company ; and that no Englilhman refiding in Ruffia fhould be reputed 
of the company, unlefs acknowleged and authorized by them. But the 
czar would never be brought to allow the company its original esclufive 
trade to this country j for which, and other caufes, their trade was at 
this time very much decayed *. 

A fhip and pinnace from London made a profperous voyage to Be- 
nin on the weft coaft of Africa. Queen Elizabeth alfo in the fame year 
granted a patent for ten years to fome merchants of Exeter and other 
towns in Devonfhire, and two London merchants, for an exclufive trade 
to the rivers Senegal and Gambia in Guinea, becaufe the adventuring 
of a new trade cannot be a matter of fmall charge and hazard to the 
adventurers in the beginning : provided, however, that at any time 
after the date hereof, the queen, or fix privy counfellors, may in writ- 
ing revoke this patent, upon fix months notice. So here is another in- 
ftance of little more than the name of an exclufive company to be de- 
pended on for any certain determined time. 

1 589. — Queen Elizabeth, determined upon revenge for the Spanifli in- 
vafion, took the frugal method of authorizing and encouraging private ad- 
venturers to undertake it at their own coft, the queen only fup plying them 
with fix of her own Ihips, to which the Dutch joined fome fliips. For 
this end. Sir Francis Drake for the fea fervice, and Sir John Norris for 
the army, procured many to join with them in fo promifing a project, 
taking with them Don Antonio the pretender to the crown of Portugal. 
Stow makes the number of fhips aiTembled for that end to be 146, and 
14,000 men (Camden fays i r ,000 foldiers and 1500 failors); but Rapin 
only 80 ihips and 11,000 foldiers. With this force they landed at Co- 
runna in Gallicia ; and the lower town they took, but could not the 
higher. Next they took Peniche, and thence the army went over land, 
and the fleet proceeded to Lifbon, to attack Portiigal, in behalf of the 
baftard Don Antonio prior of Crato (pretending to that crown in op- 
pofition to Philip of Spain, in pofleffion of it) : Yet there were fo many 
Spaniih troops in and near that city, that they could not take it. After 
taking Cafcais, at the mouth of the Tagus, to recompenfe their charges 
(fays Camden), they took about fixty hulks (or fly-boats) of the Ger- 

* Camden fays, that Fletcher could obtain no got in the year 1583. X_/irmalcs cuJ an- 15B3.I 
better anfwer from the czar than his predeceffor M* 
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man Hanfe to'.TOS, laden with wheat and warlike flores, to furnifh a 
new armada againfl; England, and kept the cargoes, but difcharged the 
fliips. Thofe iliips, lefl: they fhould be taken, had failed by the Ork- 
neys, the ‘Weftern ifles of Scotland, and the well fide of Ireland, becaufe 
Queen Elizabeth had forewarned the Hanfe towns that they fhould not 
carry any Aufttials nor provifion for war into Spain nor Portugal, under 
pain of lofs of fhips and goods. Yet although this was a legal capture, 
it neverthelefs gave Queen Elizabeth much trouble for feveral years 
after, in anfwering the remonftrances from the empire, and alfo from 
Poland and Dantzick, they being deeply concerned in thisfeizure, and in 
the end produced a total breach between England and the Hanfe towns. 
At length, after facking Vigo, they returned home to England with 
1 50 pieces of cannon and a very rich booty (fays Camden), though 
others thought otherwife, and that all their achievements and booty 
did not recompenfe the charge and the lofs of 6oco of their foldiers 
and failors. This is perhaps the greateft privateering enterprife (if it 
may properly be fo termed) of any in the later ages of the world. 

la the fame year the brave and enterprifing earl of Cumberland, 
with feveral fhips, failed on a private adventure to the Azores or Weftern 
ifles, where he took many good prizes from the Spanifh and Portuguefe 
Weft-Indies, &c. feized on, and ranfomed, the town of Fayal, and re- 
turned home v/ith a great booty, though much dill refied by ftorms, &c. 
At the Azoies Lord Cumberland rhet with three or four Scottifh fhips, 
who fupplied him with wine and water ; and this is the firft account we 
have met with of Scottifh fhips making fo long a voyage 

It is fcarcely worth recording, that in the fame year an abortive pri- 
vateering adventure v’as attempted from Plymouth, with three fhips, for 
the South leas of America, one of which was of 340 and aribther of 300 
tons ; but none of them could get through the ftraits of Magellan, and 
all the three were loft in returning, only fix men getting home to give 
this account. 

William Lee, A. M. of St. John’s college in Cambridge, invented an 
engine or fteel loom, called the ftocking-frame, for knitting, or weav- 
ing, ftockings. This was but twenty-eight years after we had firft learn 
ed from Spain the method of knitting them by wires or needles. Mr. 
Lee’s invention has pfoved a conliderable benefit to the flocking manu- 
faclure, by enabling England, in after times, to export vaft quantities 
of filk ftockings to Italy, Sec. where it feems (by Sir jofiah Child’s ex- 
cellent Difeourfes on trade, publifhe^ in the year 1670) they had not 
then got the ufe of the ftocking-frame, though little fhort of 100 years 
after its invention : yet Dr. Howell, in his Hiftory of the world, \V. ii, 

^ It appears by a letter from Kmg Jsmes to (and probably a^fo fooner) traded to tbe Cana- 
Qjiecrt Elizabeth, [^Fcadera^ V * xvi, p. 536] that rks^. which are (lill more diilant than the Azores* 
feme of the Scottifh merchants, in the year X 598, M* 
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p. 222.] makes this invention eleven years later, viz. in 1600 ; and 
adds, that Mr. Lee not only taught this art in England and in France, 
but his fervants did the fame in Spain, Venice, and in Ireland. 

Henry IV king of Franck greatly enlarged the filk m^nufadlures in 
that kingdom. Before this time the lilk-worm and mulberry trees had 
been propagated only in the Lionois, Dauphine, Provence, and Lan- 
guedoc ; but this king not only carried it as far north as Orleans, but 
brought filk to be an univerfal manufacture in France. Mezeray fays, 
that he alfo planted mulberry trees near Paris, and attempted to breed 
filk-worms at the Tuillieries, Fountainbleau, and the caftle of Madrid, 
but without fuccefs. 

The manufacture of cloth, both woollen and linen, in France, was 
likewife much increafed in that king’s reign, as alfo many other me- 
chanical works : fo that the French (fays De Witt in his Interefl: of 
Holland) could now fupply others with more manufactures than foreign- 
ers could take off ; whereas formerly the bulk of the people of France 
fubfifled by tillage and vine-drefling. 

1590. — About the year 1590 the invention ofthe telefcope, or fpying- 
glafs, was difcovered, which is juftly efteemed one ofthe moft ufeful and 
excellent difcoveries of modern times, though produced by mere chance. 
The common account is, that two children of one Janfon, a fpeCtacle-ma- 
ker at Middleburg in Zealand, being at play in their father’s fliop, and 
looking through two pieces of glafs which were at fome fraall diltance 
from each other, the weathercock of the church fleeple appeared to 
them unufually large, and much nearer. Of this they inftantly told 
their father, who, furprifed alfo at firfl, made the experiment of fixing 
two fuch pieces of glafs in brazen circles or cylinders, fo as they might 
be placed nearer or farther at pleafure. Janfon vei'y foon improved this 
difcbvery fo much, that he prefented a telefcope twelve inches long to 
Prince Maurice, and another to the archduke Albert. Wotton (in his 
Refledlions upon antient and modem learning) relates, that Prince 
Maurice, conjeduring that they might be of great ufe in war, defired 
him to conceal his fecret ; and for that reafon his name was fo little 
known, that neither Des Cartes nor Gerard Vollius had ever beard any 
• thing of him, when they attributed this invention to Jacobus Metius of 
Alcmaer. None of thofe firfl; telefcopes, however, 'were above eighteen 
inches long ; neither* were they properly framed for making aftronomi- 
cal obfervations, till Galileo, aftronomer to the grand duke of Tufca- 
ny, hearing of the difcovery, made fuch great improvements, as have 
gained him, in the opinion of many, the honour of the invention itfelf, 
by giving to the telefcope the appellation of Galileo’s tube. Some, in- 
deed, make this noble invention to have happened eleven years later, 
and aflert that J. Baptifla Porta, a noble Neapolitan, was the firfl 
inventor j but the general belief is as above. Our incomparable Sir 


Ifaac Newtoii was the inventor of the reflec^^^ telefcope, conlifting oi 
fpectila or mirrors, inftead of lenfes, which has been fince much im- 
proved, and is much more exafl: and ufeful than refrading ones. The 
microfcope, which magnifies the fmallefi; objed: fo as to be diftindly 
viewed, was difcovered in the year 1621; and it is faid this happened 
both in Naples and Holland at the fame time *. 

By the telefcope afironomy is brought to a degree of perfedion un- 
attainable by the antients. Navigation (and confequently commerce) 
is likewife much aflifted from a more perfed difcovery of the heavenly 
bodies; and whole volumes have been publiflied on the amazingdil- 
coveries made by the help of the microfcope. 

We have the beft authority for fixing the date of the firft manufadure 
of fail-cloth in England in the year 1590, being the preamble to an ad 
of parliament, [i Jac. I, c. 23] reciting, that, ‘whereas the cloths 
‘ called mildernix and powel-davies, whereof fails and other furniture 
' for the navy and Shipping are made, were heretofore altogether 
‘ brought out of France and other parts beyond fea, and the Ikill and 
‘ art of making and weaving of the faid cloths never known or ufed in 
‘ England until about the 32d year of the reign of the late Queen 
‘ Elizabeth, about what time, and not before, the perfed art or Iklll of 
‘ making and weaving of the faid cloths was attained to, and fince prac* 
‘ tifed and continued in this realm, to the great benefit and commodity 
‘ thereof,’ &c. 

As we ftill excel all the nations upon earth both in naval power and 
in maritime commerce, every thing relative to either fliould, as far as is 
pra dicable, come to us at the firft hand. Yet, though it may feem 
fomewhat ftrange that a nation in thofe days, very far from being emi- 
nent in {hipping, {hould have fo long fupplied us with this great article, 
it ought to be confidered that they were, in thofe days and long before 
we fell into it, eminent for the manufadure of many kinds of excellent 
cloths made both of flax and hemp ; and that perfedion, in almoft 
every art, is not to be attained but by very flow degrees. 

The ftates-general of the United Netherlands wrote to Queen Eliza 
beth, complaining of the great and exceflive damages done to their mer- 
chants and people by her {hips of war, as well in her ports as on the 
feas, in their return homewards from the weftem parts, (i. e. Spain and 
Portugal), amounting, as by vouchers, to 1,600,000 florins. They 
fubjoin, that the people of the United provinces do not depend either 
on the intrinfic riches or extent of their country, both being very in- 
eonfiderable ; but their whole depehdence is on their navigation and 
traffic, which muft be inviolably fupported, otherwife their merchants 
will withdraw into other countries, and the ftates will be rendered ut~ 

^ Mr Anderfon might have alfo found tht Invention of the microfcope afcribed to Zacharias Janfon 
Vj an atuthor quoted by Wotto% p. ^ 
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terly incapable of carrying on the prefent .war againfl: the king of Spain ; 
that at this very time their fhips, failing towards the Weft , and to France, 
and returning, are dayly more and more pillaged and robbed by the queen’s 
fubjedis, who are fo cruel as to oblige the Hollanders, whom they rob, to 
give it to them under their hands, that the goods they are robbed of 
are fairly bought of them by the Englifti ; and in fine, that their peo- 
ple can no longer endure fuch cruel ufage, which will in the end re- 
dound to the difadvantage of her dominions : — ^wherefor, they urge her 
to a fpeedy and effedlual redrefs, &c. 

To thefe complaints the queen’s council replied, that fuch as had 
really . fuffered damage, had either already had fatisfadhon, or ftiould 
have it, upon proper application ; and that the queen would fpeedily 
fend over to Holland a perfon of diftindfion, in order to fettle with the 
ftates all the matters complained of. 

The captures which the ftates called robberies, were the confequences 
of the Dutch trading to the Spanifti territories, (here cautioufly hidden 
ymder the words wefterji parts), notwithftanding that the ftates, as well 
as the queen, were at war with Spain. A pradhce which the Dutch 
have at all times not only ufed, but pleaded for, even in their ofFenfive 
alliances with Great Britain, and much more when in a ftate of neu- 
trality ; of which we have no need to produce inftances, becaufe they are 
innumerable, and many very recent ones too. 

In the fame year 1590, a fecond voyage was made from London, 
with the fame fhip and pinnace as in the year 1588, to Benin in Africa, 
which likewife was profperous. In both voyages their cargoes outward 
were linen and woollen cloths, iron manufadlures, bracelets of copper, 
glafs beads, coral, hawks bells, horfes tails, hats, 8tc. and they brought 
home Guinea pepper, elephants teeth, oil of palm, cotton cloth, and 
cloth made of the bark of trees. 

In Giovanni Botero’s fecond book of the Caufes of the magnificence 
and greatnefs of cities, [c. 8J he tells us, that excellent fugars were pro- 
duced in the ifland of Madeira, where at prefent in our days we hear of 
none at all *. 

The fame year is memorable for the gallant behaviour of ten Englilh 
merchant (hips returning home from Conftantinople, Venice, &c. which 
in the ftraits of Gibraltar fought twelve Spanilh ’galleys carrying 300 
men each, and after fix hours made them fly, without lofing one man, 
although the Spanifh galleys loft many men, and were greatly hurt. 

The province of Samoieda (the moft northerly part of the Ruffian 
territories) was now brought under the Ruffian monarchy, it having 

* It is equally deferving of attention, that the ported to various countries, and efpeclally to Eng* 
wine of Madeira about this time (viz. in 1588) land. The fame Port uguefe author ifo notes the ex- 
had acquired the excellent chara<flcr which it ftifl cellency of theconfediions and cottferves of fug a * in 
retains ; and that great quantities of it were ex- Madeira. {Eigaf&ita-i B, vii, c, 4, ^ 2.] M, 
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been hitherto unknown to RuiGa, as lying in a violently-cold climate, 
oppofite to Nova Zembla. Thole new tributaries are now faid to have 
agreed to pay two fable (kins yearly per head to the czar, whereby the 
trade to Ruffia was greatly increafed. 

The country of Siberia lying fouth of Samoieda had been difcovered 
and reduced a little before- this time, and has fince been greatly im- 
proved, and thereby has conliderably increafed the revenue of Ruffia, 
not only from their fine furs of many kinds, but from their excellent 
iron-works, as alfo from their llurgeon, falmon, See. in great quantities, 
to the confiderable increafe of the commerce of Ruffia. 

Queen Elizabeth now farmed her cuftoms at L4 2,000, and afterwards 
at L5 o,ooo, to Sir Thomas Smith, who had long had them at the rent 
of Li 4,000. Such an advance is a good evidence of the great increafe 
of the commerce of England. 

Till about this time, fays Sir Philip Medows, (in his excellent Obfer- 
vations concerning the dominion and fovereignty of the feas) from 
the Memoirs of the duke de Sully, the wholennaval llrength of the 
crown of France was about half a dozen of lliips of war (fuch as they 
were) at Brefi: and Rochel, and about a fcore of galleys in the Mediter- 
ranean. But this king (continues he) drefled a new plan of the French 
monarchy ; and though his great defigns were interrupted by an imma- 
ture death, and alfo by a fucceeding minority, yet the great Cardinal 
Richlieu refumed it again. He firft taught France that the fieur de 
luces could flourifh at fea as well as on land, and adorned the Herns of 
Jus new-built fhips with this prophetic inferipti on : 

Florent quoque liiia pento/^ 

Queen Elizabeth, knowing the good effects of a potent navy, made 
feveral prudent regulations therein. Mr. Burchet, in his Naval hiftory, 
relates, ‘ that fire affjgned L8970 yearly for the repairs of her fleet.’ 
Flow mean fuch a fum would be thought at prefent for fuch a purpofe 
needs not to be obferved ; her own fliips (as we have feen) were but 
few ; and money in thofe days went much farther for all things than 
iff our days. • ' . 

It is undoubtedly true that the number, wealth, and fplendour of 
large and populous cities are in general the befl fymptoms of the flute 
of commerce every where ; neverthelefs, in great arbitrary monarchies, 
as ir\ France, Ruffia, Turkey, Perfia, Stc. the cities, which are the ufual 
refidence of their monarchs, and of^their courts, nobles, guards, &c.. 
may be large and fplendid without having a generaily-prolperous com- 
merce in their refpedive countries. Giovanni Botero, an eminent Ita- 
lian author, who about this time wrote an excellent fmail treatife on 
th§. caufes ' of 4he magnificence and greatTiefs of cities, gives us the 
feveral caufes or. means of making cities, great and magnificent fuch 
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as, tlie commodious fitiiation, good foil and roads, deep and fafe ha- 
vens and rivers, colonies, good government, fcliools, privileges, induf- 
try, &c. All which, though neceffarily conducive to make a great 
and rich city, will never attain the end with out commerce and manu- 
fadlures, and foreign or maritime trade where it can be had. Among 
the kingdoms of Chriftendom, (fays he) the greateft, richeft, and moil 
populous is France, containing 27,000 parifhes, and 15 millions of peo- 
ple ; fo fertile by nature, and fo rich through the induflry of her peo- 
ple, as not to envy any other country ; and by means of the refidence 
of the kings of fo mighty a kingdom fo long at Paris, that city is be- 
come the greateft in Chriftendom, containing about 450,000 people. 
What he adds is remarkable, though furely not flridlly true even then, 
and much lefs fb in our days, at leaft with relation to England, viz. 
the kingdoms of England, Naples, Portugal, and Bohemia, as alfo the 
earldom of Flanders, and the dukedom of Milan, are ftates, in a man- 
ner, of equal greatnefs and power ; fo that the cities wherein the princes 
of thofe fame countries have for any long time made their refidence 
have been, in a manner, alfo alike, as London, Naples, Lifbon, Prague, 
Milan, and Gaunt, which have each of them, more or lefs, 160,000 in- 
habitants But Lifbon is indeed fomewhat larger than the reft, by 
means of the commerce of Ethiop, (i. e. Africa) India, and Brafil ; as is 
likewife London, by means of the wars and troubles in the Low coun- 
tries ; and Naples is, within thefe thirty years, grown as great again as 
it was. In Spain there is not a city of any fuch greatnefs, partly be- 
caufe it has been, till of late, divided into divers little kingdo<nis, and 
partly through want of navigable rivers, to bring fo great a quantity of 
food, &c. into one place, for maintaining an extraordinary number of 
people. The cities in Spain of moft magnificence are thofe v;here the 
antient kings and princes held their feats, as Barcelona, Saragofla, Va- 
lentia, Cordova, Toledo, Burgos, Leon, &c. being fuch as pafs not the 
fecond rank of the cities of Italy. Yet he allows Granada, where the 
Moorifh kings fo long reigned, and Seville, through the difcoveiy of 
America, to be greater than thofe other cities ; and Valadolid (by 
means of the former long refidence of the kings of Spain, though no 
city) may compare with its noblefl cities ; and alfo Madrid is much in- 
creafed, and continually increafing, by the couft which King Philip 
keeps there. Cracow, through the former lor\g refidence of the kings 
of Poland, and Vilna, by that of the great dukes of Lithuania, are the 
two moft populous -ei ties in Poland., In Ruffia, Volodimer, Great No- 
vogrod, and Mofcow, are the mbft’ eminent cities, as having been all 
three the feats of their great dukesj though at this day Mofcow, their 

It mufl be obfcrved, that, the quotations are here taken from the Englifli tranflcition, jjrla-tt'd in 
i6q6. 
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prefent refidence, is To great and populous as to be reckoned one of 
the four cities of the firfb rank in Europe, which are Mofcow, Conllan- 
tinople, Paris, and Liibon. In Sicily, Palermo is the chief, being equal 
to cities of the fecond rank in Italy *. Rome, whofe majefly exceedeth 
all the world, would.Ihe not be more like a defart than a city, if the 
pope held not his refidence therein, with the greatnefs of his court, the 
concourfe of ambafTadors, prelates, princes, with an infinite number of 
people ferving both him and them ; if, with magnificent buildings, 
conduits, fountains, and flreets, it were not glorioufly adorned; and if,, 
with all thefe means, it did not draw and entertain fuch a number of. 
merchants, tradefmen, fliopkeepers, artificers, workmen, and labourers ?, 
[ 5 . ii, c. I.] 

In B. ii, c. 2. he inquires, ‘ what the reafon is, that cities, . once. • 
‘ grown to a certain greatnefs, increafe not onward according to that 
‘ proportion?’ After remarking on the increafe and. decreafe of old. 
Rome, he fubjoins, and in like manner, fince it is 40o. years [i. e. 57a. 
years from this year 1762 [ fince Milan and Venice had. as many people 
as they have at this day, how comes it to pafs that the multiplication. 
goes not onward accordingly ?. Some anfwer, that plagues, wars, deaths. 
See. are the caufes : but this gives no fatisfadion, becaufe thefe have 
always been. Others give a more trifling anfwer, viz. God governs- the 
world ; which we know was alfo always fo. My anfwer, may not only 
ferve for cities, but alfo for the univerfal theatre of the world : 1 fay then, 
that the augmentation of cities, proceeds partly out of the virtue gene- 
rative of men, and partly out of the virtue, nutritive of cities. Now,, 
forafmuch as men are at this day as apt for generation as they were in 
the times of David or Mofes,.. if there were no other impediment, the 
propagation of mankind would increafe. without end, and the augment- 
ation of cities would be without terin ; and if they do not increafe in 
kfriitum, I raufi; needs fay it proceeds from the defed of nutriment and 
fuitenance fufficient for it, which are gotten either out of their own ter- 
ritories or elfe from foreign countries. Now, to have a city great and 
populous, it is necelTary that viduals may eafily be brought into it, and 
that fuch city ha.ve the means for that end, by overcoming all obfla- 
cles. Now, that greatnefs which depends on remote caufes, or hard 
means, cannot long endure, and every man will feek his advantage and 
cafe where he may find it befi: : great cities are more fubjed to dearths 
than imall ones ; and plagUes affiid them more grievoufly and frequently, 
and with a greater lofs of people. So that although paen were as apt to 
geueratioii in the height of old Roman greatnefs as in the firft beginning 
thereof, yet for all that the people increafed not proportionably, becaufe 

By cities of the fecond rank in Italy, he underilands fuch as contain under an hundred thoufani 
:inliabiiaat «4 ^5,;: ^ ■ 
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file virtue nutritive of that city had no power to go farther ; and in fuc- 
ceflion of time, the inhabitants finding much w^nt, and lefs means tc* 
fupplv the fame, either forbore to marry, or elfe fled their country ; and 
for the fame reafons, mankind, grown to a certain complete number, 
hath grown no farther 5 and it is 3000 years or more that the earth was 
as full of people as at prefent ;• for the fruits of the earth, and the plenty 
of vidual, do not fuffice to' feed . a greater number. Man firfl: propa- 
gated in the Eaft, and thence fpread far and near ; and having peopled 
the continent, they next peopled the iflands; thence they pafled into 
Europe, and laft- of all to the new world. The barrennefs of foils, fcarcity 
of neceflaries', inundations, earthquakes, peftilences, famines, wars, &c. 
have oecafioned numberlefs migrations ; and even the very driving out by 
force of the younger people, and in many countries the felling of them 
for Qaves, in order to make more room for fuch as remained ; all which' 
are the let and flay that the number of men cannot increafe and grow'- 
immoderately. . 

At this time, according to the fame author, the city of Paris far ex-- 
ceeded, in number of people, and in abundance of all things, .all other' 
cities of Chriflendom, Mofcow excepted ; and Eilbon was the next great- 
efl: city of Chriflendom. Yet we of the prefent age fee London exceed . 
any of them all, unlefs Paris, according to fome, fhould be excepted.' 

The fame Botero, flill fpeaking of the caufes of the greatnefs' of cities, 
obferves, ‘ that it is not one particular advantage alone that will effeft 
‘ fuch- greatnefs, but the many before-named advantages- concurring ; 

* alfo ornaments, (like thofe truely grand ones of Rome, Venice, See.)' 

* eafinefs of accefs, and of carriage, and fruitfulnefs of the neigirbour- 
'■ ing foil. Thus Piedmont hath plenty of corn,- cattle, wines, and ex-- ^ 
‘ celknt fruits, and ypt hath not one great city : and the like in Eng- 

land, Xondon excepted ; for -although'-it abounds’ in plenty of all good 
‘ things, yet there is not another city in it that deferves to be called. 

‘ great: as may alfo be.faid of France, Paris excepted, which city,-. 
‘ however, isnot fituated in the . fruitfullefi; part of that great king- 
‘ dom 

1 .591 There was held at Lubeck a general aflembly of the deputies • 

of:the_Hanfe tov/ns, at which thofe of Roftbek, Dantzick, Bremen, and 
Hamburgh,, were prefent^ where they treated of their rights, immuni- 
ties, ^c... which they alleged the queen of England dayly endeavoured. 
to impair whereupon they fent letters to her, written with great heat. 
The quten in a:; ceJntemptuous manner anfwered thofe .letters,, telling 

* Botero fays, that France poffefTes four and alfo of the Ocean as far north as Saintoigne*. 

neUi which attracl the wealth of other countries, The fourth conllfts of and of which^, 

viz* corn, which is exported to Spain and Portu- and of cordage, great quantities are carried to Lif- 
gal: wiwf, which is fent to Flanders, England, bon and Seville, for the iliipping ; and the export* 
and the coafts of the Baltic ; made by: the ation of the articles of this fourth clafs is incredi- 
heat of the fun on the fliorc of the Mcfiiterranean, bly great. [^Refpnh, Galliayp, 573*1 ' 
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them, that although they had written to her with fo little refped, {he 
imputed that rather to their anianuenlls, or fecretary, than to them- 
felves ; at the fame time* letting them know how much fire defpifed 
their menaces. \T"huani HJi. L. loo-l 

Some members of the Engiifli Turkey, or Levant, company, having, 
about the year 1584, carried part of their cloth, tin, &c. from Aleppo 
to Bagdat, and thence down the river Tygris to Ormus in the Periian 
gulf, and thence farther to Goa, for an attempt to fettle a trade to 
Eafl-India over land, for that end carried the queen’s recommendatory 
letters to the king of Cambaya, and to the king of China. They found 
the Venetians had factories at all thofe places, and were therefor great 
enemies to this attempt of the Englifh, who, however, foon after travel- 
led to fundry other places in India, and to Agra, the great Mogul’s 
capital; alfo to Labor, to Bengal, to Pegu, Malacca, &c. and return- 
ed by fea to Ormus, and fo up the Tygris to Bagdat, Bir, and Aleppo, 
and laftly to Tripoly in Syria, and failed thence in an Ehgliih fliip to 
London this year (1 591), having made many ufefui remarks and dif- 
coveries on the nature of the Eaft-India commerce, preparatory to their 
intended voyage by fea to India, now actually going out. 

We now find the firfi; inftance recorded in the Foedera of an exclufive 
patent for the foie right of printing and publifliing a book granted by 
the queen to Richard Wright of Oxford, authorizing him to publifli an 
Englifh tranflation of Tacitus, and prohibiting all others from printing 
the fame during his life, or importing any Englifh tranflation whatever, 
of Tacitus from beyond the fea *. [Fcedera, V. p. 96.] 

Chrifiiern IV, king of Denmark, in anfwer to Queen Elizabeth’s com- 
plaints of exadions from the Englifh merchants, with refped to the toll 

^ This Engliili tranflation of Tacitns has tdcap- and for maps and charts, with a falar)- of Li ; 6 : 8 
f-d the refearcbt’S of the laborious Fabricius. And a-year ; and he prohibited all other printers from 
feveral earlier excluhvc grants for printing particu* invading his privilege. V. xv, p. ^ 50-3 

I;ir books have tTcnped Mr. Anderfon. ^ 55 ^* — Laurence TorrentiaCj a German, print- 

In the year 153..:*, Henry VIII g’ave the uni- er to Cofnio duke of Florence, having, printed an 
verfity of Cambridge the privilege of appointing edilion of J^ulliriiaiFs Fandefts from the celebrated 
three ilationers and printers, natives or foreigners, copy, which had been preferved at Pifa (but pre- 
who might print and fell all books licenced by the viouOy at AnTfalf!) .King Edward prohibited all 
chancellor of the univerOty, or his deputies. But his fubject s from reprinting it, either without, or 
he doe *5 not fay that nobody elfe ihall print or fell 'with, notes or additions, for the fpnee of fevea 
the bo'>k;\ F, xiv, £^543- ] ■ years. F- xv, p, 2^^.'] 

1539. — Fir direftei Lord Cfunswell to ftipcria- None of theie grants were to the aiilhorsi But*, 
tend the printing of tlKTEngliih Bible, and gave ' i2thhlarch 1563, Queen Elizabeth granted to 
the excluhvc privilege of printing it for five years Thomas Cooper of Oxford, and his ailigns, the 
La any ptrlcns who lluuild be appointed by him. foie right of printing and publifliing his dictionary, 
[Ffsdira^ V. rdv, p. f'T9‘] entitled ‘ Tbefaurus uhwfque laatlns et Bri* 

.1542. — The turie king gave Antony hlarhir, ^ immlc^p for twelve years, and prohibited all a- 
citiziem^ aaddraberd, idler or London, the exclufive bridgements or other attempts- to pirate the work, 
pvivile^c ci piinilng the Bible in Engiifli for four [iArtVWY/, V*xv^p, 6i8J This is clearly a literary 
years. [/ATrriV, F. xiv, 744.] property veiled in the author ; and it is,, if I mil* 

1547 — Edward YX gave Reginald ^Yolf for take not, tlie earliefl certain indance of it upon 
life the oinc.e of his printer and hookfeller for record' in Great Britain. M* 

Lat'n, Greek, snd' Hebrew,! books, for grammars, , ' 
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in the Sound, vindicated his coliedlors, and in his turn complained of 
fome Englifli pirates, who frequently robbed liis fubjefts of their fhips 
and merchandize ; which violences were ib heinous and intolerable 
that he could neither conceal nor endure them louger. He therefor 
requefted fhe would forthwith redrefs them, and thereby prevent his 
doing it himfelf, though unwillingly, &c. [FeeJera, K xvi, p. 105.] 
Probably the feizures oFthe Danifti fliips, carrying naval flores, 8cc. to 
Spain, were me fubjecl of his remonftrance. 

We have a letter to Queen Elizabeth from the elector palatine, in an- 
fwer to her’s to him, expreffing his forrow that the archbifiiop of Bre- 
men, by command of the Emperor Rodolph, had abfolutely prohibited 
the fenate and people of Staden from any commerce wdth the Englifli 
merchant-adventurers, or from fufFering them to refide there, even al- 
though four years ago'the fenate had made a contradt with the Englifli 
company for their ref dence there. He tells the queen that this pro- 
hibition was violently obtained, by means of the Spanifh ambafladors, 
and of certain fadious Hanfeatics, who are only grieved they do not en- 
joy the advantages which the faid contradl procured for Staden ; and he 
promifes his good offices for procuririg redrefs. We have a like pro- 
mife from the eledor of Saxony to the queen on the fame fubjed. \F«~ 
dera, V. xFi, pp. 106^ 111.1 

The Hanfe towns endeavoured to force .the town of Elbing in Pruflia 
to difcountenance the Englifh merchant- adventurers, by forbidding their 
refort thither ; but the Eibingers underftood their own interefl too well 
to part with ib advantageous a branch of commerce. They therefor 
wrote a refpedful letter to Queen Elizabeth, acquainting her with the 
difpleafure of the other Hanfeatics, both again fl them and Staden, on 
this account. They alfo fold her, that the Hanfeatics had lately held a 
general diet at Lubec, but that their refolutions were kept very fecret-; 
but they (the Eibingers) were reiblved to leave the matter to be confi- 
dered by the king and diet of Poland ; and in the mean time, under 
her majef.y’s protedion and authority, they would go on, as their inclin- 
ations led them, in favour of her merchants. And King Sigifmund of 



Poland, in a refpedful letter to the queen, alfo declared his approbation 
of the Englifh merchant-adventurers refiding at Elbing, or any where 
elfe in Poland, [Fcedera, V. xv\,pp. 135, 154.]: 

At length the firfl voyage * from England to Eaft -India was under- 
taken in this year, with three fliips; but it was rather a privateering 
adventure againft thb Porruguefe than a proper mercantile voyage, for 
they took feveral of that nation’s (hips.. In their way to India they had 
loft fo many men by ficknefs near the Cape of. Good Hope that they 


Linfchotten [ i>^. 170] fays, tliat before lie of an ! 
failed.from India (in January 1589) they had heard Hope, 


cf Good. 


were obliged to fend one of tbeir fliips home, and proceeded with only 
two to India; moreover, in a ftorm beyond- that cape, they loft com- 
pany of Captain Raymond in the principal ;fhip, which was never heard 
of more. So that only Captain Lancafter’s ihip arrived in India, which 
alfo met with many grievous misfortunes : and on her return, failing to 
the Weft-Indies, whilft the captain and moft ofhis men went on ftiore 
to look for proviftons on an uninhabited ifland, fix of the failors ran 
away with the fhip ; and at the end of three years this unfortunate cap- 
tain was brought hom^, feveral of his men having periftied for want at 
that place. 

The Portuguefe, who had fettled at Angola, having been routed in a 
battle with the natives, applied to the king -of Spain for irefti affiftanccj 
to enable them to complete their conquefts. 

Several gallant achievements of the Englifti happened in this year 
againft the. ftiipping, towns, '&c. of Spain in America and elfewhere, as 
related. long fince fully by fo many others; but beyond all was that 
unparalleled.refiftance made by the gallant Sir Richard Greenville, in 
the queen’s ftiip the Revenge, in which he fuftaineda cruel engagement 
for fifteen hours againft .fifteen great Spanilh galleons, at the Azores, 
till his fhip had neither men nor ammunition for defence any longer, 
.and therefor yielded, as it is finely related by Sir Walter Raleigh. 

The temporary Guinea company of England now made a third 
-voyage, and .traded with the natives with iron-ware, &c. in exchange 
for elephant’s teeth, hides, &c. 

This year a fleet of fliips failed from St. Malo for Canada, where the 
French had been fettled long before. They were wront in thofe times 
to fifli at the Hies in the bay of St. LaurenCe for morfes, or fea-horfes, 
whofe teeth were then fold much dearer than ivory, though now efteem- 
ed of little value ; they alfo made much oil from* thofe animals. The 
colonifts being fupported from France, the country became well peopled 
near the north bank of the- vaft river St. Laurence, where there are 
fundry towns, forts, and improvements ; infomuch that the Baron La- 
hontan, who had been governor there, and publifhed an account of the 
country, computes the French inhabitants to be 180,000 perfons, which 
furely is rather too many. Lahontan mentions a kind of prophecy or 
forefight in the Canadians, that their colony would one day be conquer- 
ed by New-England, &c.. which, to our. comfort, has proved true. 

1593. — In the year 1593, two of Que.en Elizabeth’s own fliips of war 
Joined in partnerfliip with fome merchant fliips fitted out by Sir 
Walter Raleigh, and commanded by Sir John Boroughs, Sir Martin 
Frobiflier, and Sir Robert Crofs. They firft took a Bifcayner of 600 
tons, laden with iron ftores for the Weft-Indies ; next they forced a 

^ It was then cuftomary for tlie royal fliips to join with' the adventurers of London, Briftol, &c* 
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great Eaft-India car rack on ikore at the Azores, where it was burnt; 
foon after they met with the greateft of all the Eaft-India carracks, 
homeward bound, of 1600 tons, with 700 men, and 36 brafs cannon, 
which they took, though with great llaughter, and carried her into 
Dartmouth, where ftie furprifed all who law her, being the largeft fhip 
ever feen in England. The cargo confifting of the richeft fpices, cali- 
coes, ftlks, gold, pearls, drugs, China ware, or porcelain, ebony 'wood, 
&c. moderately valued at Li 50,000, was divided amongft the adventur-- 
ers, of whom the queen was the principal. The pofieffion of fuch im- 
menfe foreign riches greatly encouraged the Englifli to go diredlly to 
the Eaft- Indies purely on a mercantile account. 

Queen Eli2fabeth this year granted a fecond patent for a trade to Tur- 
key or the Levant. The former one, being only for feven years from 
1581, muft have expired in 1588; yet it does not appear by any thing 
in Hakluyt, who is in other refpedts an exadl writer,, that it was again 
renewed till this year, when fifty-three perfons (confifting of knights, 
aldermen, and merchants,) had the queen’s, patent for twelve years. It 
recites, that Sir Edward Ofborn (hereby appointed the firft governor for 
one year), William Harborn, Efq. &c. had not only eftablifhed the 
trade to Turkey , at their great coft and hazard, but allb that to Venice, 
Zant,. Cephalonia, Candia, and other Venetian dominions,, to the great 
increafe of the commerce and manufadures of England ; wherefor the 
queen now incorporates them by the name of the governor and com- 
pany of merchants of the Levant the governor and twelve afliftants to 
be eleded yearly. The limits of their charter to be, I) The Venetian 
territories; II) The dominions of the grand fignior by land and fea'; 
and laftly, through his countries overland to- Eaft-India, a way lately 
difcovered by John Newberry, -Fitch, &c. as already related. . The faid 
patentees, their fons, apprentices, agents, fadors, and fervants, folely to 
trade thither for twelve, years ; — may make bye-laws for their good go- 
vernment.. If their fhips .and goods fhall be loft at fea, the company 
may draw. back, the cuftoms they, had paid for the fame. Shall have 
thirteen months allowed for re-exportations of the merchandize they 
bring home, without paying any cuftom for fuch re-exportation, fo as 
they belong, folely to. Englifhmen, and in Englifli. bottoms. Four good ' 
fliips, with ordnance and munitioafor. their defence, and wkfTzoo Eng-- 
lifh mariners, fhall be freely permitted to go at all times during the faid 
twelve years ; provided,. that if the queen be at war, fo as to have occa- 
fion for thofe four fhips, then, upon three months, notice by the lord 
admiral, that the queen cannot fparethe.faid fhips from the. defence of 
the realm, the company- fhall forbear fending them out until her navy 
fhall return home. The company may have, a common feal, and may 
place in the tops of their fhips the arms of England, with a red crofs in 
white, over, the fame, as heretofor they have ufed. No otKer fnbjedts 
VoL. II.. C c 




Aall trade within the company’s limits. And whereas the ilate of Ve- 
nice has of late increafed the duties on Englifli merchandize carried thi- 
ther, and on Venetian merchandize exported from thence in Englifli 
iliips ; for redrefs thereof, the queen forbids the fubjeds of Venice, and 
all others but this company, for the faid twelve years, to import into 
England any of the fruits called currants (being the raifins of Corinth), 
or wines of Candia, unlefs by the company’s licence under their feal, 
upon pain of forfeiture of fhips and goods, half to the queen and half 
to the company, and alfo of imprifonment j provided always, that if 
the Venetian ftate fhall take off the two new impofls, then this reftraint 
touching currants and wines of Candia fhall be void. The company 
may admit to be new members any who fhall have been employed as 
their fadors, &c. And the queen gives leave for eighteen perfons more 
(three of whom to be aldermen of London, by her herein named) to be 
of the faid company, upon each of them paying L130 to this company 
towards their pafl charges in eftablifhing the faid trades. Members not 
conforming to the rules, payments, and regulations of the company, 
fhall forfeit their right to be of the faid company, whereupon the com- 
pany may eled others in their head. If this patent fhall hereafter ap- 
pear to the queen not to be profitable to her or to the realm, then, up- 
on eighteen months notice, it fhall ceafe and determine. And, on the 
other fide, if, at the expiration of the faid twelve years, this trade fhall 
appear to be advantageous, then this company may, on their petition 
to the queen, have a new grant of twelve years more. Dated the yth 
of January, in the 34th year of her reign. 

N. B. There was formerly a particular branch of this company, which 
was called the Morea company, and which traded with a joint flock. 
But this general Turkey company has from the beginning been only 
what is called a regulated company. 

In the fame year. Sir Walter Raleigh had formed a defign on the 
Spanifh Wefl-Indies, and alfo to furprife the port of Panama in the 
fouth fea ; but that enterprife, like very many fuch, was fruflrated by 
contrary winds. The immenfe riches annually brought home by the 
Spanifh and Portuguefe fleets from the Eafl; and Weft Indies occafioned 
fo many^tempts of the Englifh to intercept them, that though Raleigh 
was now dilappointed of his defign on the Weft-Indies, yet the great 
Eaft-lhdia car rack before mentioned made amends for his expenfe of the 
equipment of fifteen fhips for the Weft-India expedition. 

Whilft thofe enterprifes werejmade beyond fea^ our general com- 
merce occafioning a gradual increafe of the fuburbs of I.ondon, the hu- 
mour of difmal apprehenfions therefrom, which had moved Queen Eli- 
zabeth to iflue a proclamation againft it in the year 1580, in this year 
infedled the parliament fo far as to enaft, I) That no' new buildings 
, fhould be erected within three miles of London or Weftminfter. II) 


That one dwelling-houfe, either in London” or in Weftminfter, ihould 
not be converted into more. Ill) That no inmates or underlitters fhould 
be in the places aforefaid. IV) That commons or wafte grounds lying 
within three miles of London Ihould not be inclofed. And thereto was 
added, V) That the length of a llatute mile for the future fhould be 
eight furlongs, each furlong containing forty poles or perches, and every 
pole to contain fixteen feet and a half in length ; fo that an Englilh mile 
was hereby to contain 1760 yards in length. [35 Eliz. c. 6.] 

We may here obferve, that as this law was doubtlefs made by the in- 
fluence of the landholders, with a view to prevent their people from 
leaving the country to fettle in London, which made their rents fall, for 
want of a fufiBcient demand (as they then imagined) for provifions, &c. 
in their refpedlive countries ; the landed gentlemen in our days under- 
ftand their true intereft much better, and therefor have forborn fuch 
fort of complaints, although the fuburbs of London be at leafl: four 
times as large as they were then ; fince it is certain, that people from 
the country fettling in London can afford to ufe and confume confider- 
ably more in quantity, and better in qualify, of the provifions, manu- 
factures, &c. produced in the country, than the fame number of people 
could have done, had they remained there. 

Queen Elizabeth gave a commiflion to the enterprifing George Clif- 
ford, earl of Cumberland, for fitting out any number of fhips of war 
by him and his aflbciates, not exceeding fix, at his and their expenfe, 
for annoying the dominions of Spain, or of any others not in amity 
with her ; and fhe granted them the ufe of two of her own fhips of war, 
to be vidualled and manned at their expenfe, to join their own fhips. 
The fpoils fhe empowers the earl to divide amongft the fubfcribers to 
the expedition. 

This fquadron, confilling of eleven fhips, was deflined to intercept 
the Portuguefe carracks bound to Eaft-India ; but failing of that, he 
went and facked the ifle of Lancerota, one of the Canary ifles. From 
thence he failed to the Weft-Indies, and took the town of Porto Rico, 
'with an intent to fettle at it, and to make it the principal ftation for his 
future enterprifes againft the Spaniards in thofe parts. He therefor 
turned out all its inhabitants ; but by difeafes there he loft^io® men in 
forty days, whereupon he returned home with lefs booty than glory. 

The plague being now in the city of London, the queen iflued a pro- 
clamation, which fhews the antient greatnefs of Bartholomew fair in 
that city, though jnow dwindled into nothing, in fubftance as follows 
Whereas the ficknefs is in fundry pl^es in and about London ; to pre- 
vent its being communicated to other parts of the realm, fhe exprefsiy 
prohibits the keeping of Bartholomew fair, there being wont to be a 
general refort of aU kinds of people out of every part of the realm to 
it ; therefor there fhould not be any market kept in the ufual place of 
2. C c 2 . - 
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Smithfield for any wares, nor ftalls or booths for merchandize ; but the 
open place of Smithfield ihould this year be only for the fale of hories 
and cattle, and of ftall-wares, as butter, cheefe, and fuch like, in grofs, 
and not by retail/ and for two days only. And for the vent of woollen 
cloths and linen clothe to be fold in grofs, and not by retail, the fame 
fliould be all brought within the clofe yard of St, Bartholomew’s 
where fhops are there continued, and have gates to fliut the lame place 
in the night-time ; and this to continue but three days. The fale of 
leather to be kept in the outfide of the ring of Smithfield, as hath been 
accuftomed, without ere(^ing any fliops or booths for the fame. {Fee- 
dera, V. xvi, p. 213] At this time' it is faid that the account of the 
numbers dying weekly in London began to be kept, though it was not 
till the year 1663 that the weekly bills of mortality were regularly kept, 
thofe at this lime being only taken occafionally, on account of the 
plague. 

Some Engliih Ihips noW made a voyage to Cape Breton, at the en- 
trance of the bay of St. Laurence, for morfe and whale fifhing (fays 
Hakluyt), which is the firft mention found of the later filhery by the 
Englifh ; and although they found no whales there, they however found 
on an illand 800 whale-fins, where a Bifcay fhip had been loft; three 
years before ; and this too is the firft mention of whale-fins or whale- 
bone by the Englifh. 

By the trade to Archangel, the Englifh were now well acquainted 
with the northern feas, where they carried on a great fifhing, or hunt- 
ing rather, for morfes (as the Ruffians called them f), beyond the North 
cape at Cherry ifland, fo named from Alderman Cherry, but called by 
the Dutch Bear ifle. But it feems thofe amphibious creatures became 
afterwards fo fhy, that the moment they faw any inan they ran into the 
fea ; whereupon the Englifh fell into the whale fifhery, though not quite 
fb early as this time. 

It was enaded, that when wheat did not exceed the price of 20/ per 
quarter, peas and beans 13/4., barley and malt iz/per quarter, they 
might be exported in Englifh fhips, paying cuftom, zf for wheat, and 
ij\ for the other grain per quarter. [35 Fli%. c. 7.] 

ryy ^ t ^-T he parliament of Scotland now palled an ad, that in refped 
of the great dearth and fcarcity of flefh meat, the time of Lent Ihould 
be afeertained, viz. from the ift of March to the ift of May inclulive ; 
during which no flefh meat fhould be fold nor eaten but by fick per- 
fons ; neither throughout the reft^yhe year fhould flefh meat be eaten 
on Wednefdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. Moreover, neither lambs nor 
calves under a year old fhould be flain before Whitfunday yearly. This 

^ That, clofe yard of St. Bartholomew's is now f The Engliih call .them fea-horfes, and the 
called Giotb-fair. Dutch and Frencbi fea-cows. 
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was merely a new political Lent, which did not pretend to have any 
relation to religious abftinence. The landh olders might furely have 
more effedhially promoted the increafe of flefli meat, by enabling their 
tenants to take long leafes of their ferms, whereby they might have had 
time fufEcient for railing iheep and oxen, and increafing their butter, 
cheefe, poultry, &c. This law was doubtlefs very favourable to the 
filheries of Scotland, which was probably the motive for enad:ing it. 

The emperor Rodolph II having written a letter to Queen Elizabeth 
in the preceding year refpedling the grievances daily complained of by 
the maritime cities of the Baltic league (i. e. the Hanfe towns), the 
queen now difpatched Dr. Perkins as her envoy to the emperor to vin- 
dicate her conduct towards the German Steelyard merchants of the 
Hanfe confederacy. That envoy gave the following account to the em- 
peror’s minifters, viz. 

That the antient privileges which they formerly had in England, be- 
caufe of their great abufe of them, and in confideration that they were 
become incompatible with the good Rate of the realm, had been abro- 
gated in the reign of Edward VI j yet Queen Elizabeth, in the begin- 
ning of her reign, granted theha the trade of her own fubjedts, until at 
length, in the year 1577, an aflembly of the Hanfe deputies at Lubeck 
decreed to forbid the Englifti merchants trade at Hamburgh ; and yet 
at this time, notwithftanding all their unkind dealing, her majefty of- 
fereth them the privileges of her own fubjedls, in cafe that they will 
fuffer fome convenient trade to the Englifli merchants in their cities. 
And for that, in all kingdoms, fome old ufages and privileges, by 
change of cir cum fiances, ufe to be taken away, efpecially if fome great 
abufe of them happen, the Hanfes have no caufe to complain of Eng- 
land, but of themfelves ; wherefor it hath been taken fomewhat un- 
kindly that a mandate of late hath been given (meaning by the empe- 
ror) againfl the Englifh trade at Stoade *. [Foedera, V. xvi, pp. 212, 
253 — CarndeniAnnaleSih.\v.\ 

An engine was eredled at Broken-wharf, in London, for conveying 
the Thames water into tho feveral flreets of that city by leaden pipes 
into every houfe. XStow's Annales, p. 

The author of a Colledtion of voyages undertaken bv t-hft T)ntpli Eafl- 
India company, and of an account of feveral attempts to^find out the 
north-eafl paffage (8vo, 1703), in his introdu<3:ion remarks, that ‘ if the 
‘ Spaniards had not feized on the Hollanders’ fhips, and expofed their 
‘ perfons to the rigour of the inquifition, probably they had never ex- 
‘ tended their navigation beyond trie Baltic fea, the northern comrtries, 
‘ England, France, Spain, and its dependencies, the Mediterranean, and 

^ This claufe relates to the decree of the German diet, which Gilpin^s dexterity had defeated, as 
already noted. ■ 


‘ the Levant.’ But neceffity obliging- that people to the pradiice of 
commerce, ‘ they were obliged to try new ways of getting by fea to far 
‘ diftant countries, in order to avoid meeting with the Spaniards and 
‘ Portuguefe.’ Being debarred from failing to the Eaft-Indies by the 
Cape of Good Hope, they determined to attempt a way thither by 
fleering firft north-eaft, and then along the coaft of Tartary, in order 
to reach China, Japan, India, &c. Accordingly, William Barents, with 
three Ihips, this year failed round Norway , and Lapland, and to the 
north coaft of Nova Zembla, but could go no farther for the ice •, and 
yet thofe who returned home retained great hopes of fuccefs when far- 
ther trial ftiould be made. 

Captain James Lancafter was now fitted out with three fliips by fome 
merchants of London, and was joined by fome Dutch and French free- 
booters. They took thirty-nine fhips from the Spaniards, and then at- 
tacked the port of Fernambuc in Brafil, and took the lower town and 
haven, driving the inhabitants to the upper town. There they loaded 
fifteen fhips with the merchandize of a great Eaft-India carrack, which 
had been wrecked there, and with fugar, Brafil wood, and cotton, and 
returned home fafe. [Camden’s Elizabeth, Englijh edition, 1635, p. 434.] 

1595 — .The ftates of Holland, and Maurice prince of Orange, now 
fent out Barents with feven Chips on a fecond attempt for a north-eaft 
pafiage, through Waygate’s ftraits, between the fouth Chore of Nova 
Zembla and the north coaft of Samoieda ; but after many endeavours 
to pafs the ftraits, they were fo obftruded by ice from the Tartarian 
fea that they were obliged to return home this fame year. 

In Strype’s edition of Stow’s Survey of London, we find, that in con- 
fequence of the calamitous dearth of corn in the preceding year, the 
lord mayor ordered a furvey of the number of poor houCekeepers with- 
in his jurifditftion, which amounted to 4132 ; fo that, allowing them to 
be about a fourth part of all the houfes in London, the whole might be 
about 17,000 houfes, though at prefent about 24,000. This increaCe 
is owing to fundry void fpaces being built up into ftreets and courts 
fince the reformation from popery, and alfo later, fince the great con- 
flagration in the year 1666. This cannot be more clearly evinced than 
by^x inp. Cjng le inftance, viz. that before the conflagration, all that large 
court nam^ Exchange-alley, fronting the fouth gate of the Royal ex- 
change, quite through into Lombard-ftreet fouth, and into Birchin-lane 
eaft, whereon are now fo many lofty edifices, was then but one Angle 
merchant’s houfe and garden ^ and the like may be piftanced of fundry 
other places in the city. Yet, by" the farther great increafe of com- 
merce, the merchants and wholefale dealers of London now begin ra- 
ther to leCTen the number of houles, and confequently of inhabitants, 
by turning many dwelling-houfes into ftore-houfes for merchandize. 
Moreover, by a late ftatute [33 Gea. IZ] the city of London is em- 
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powered to make new openings and ftreets therein, for the conveniency 
and ornament thereof, in which a confiderable progrefs has already been 
made. 

The vaft increafe of the fuburbs of London toward the clofe of Queen 
Elizabeth’s reign demonftrates the great increafe of the commerce of 
England better than a whole volume of fpeculative reafoning. It is not 
material to make different fe£lions thereof, and therefor we have brought 
them all together, whether a little before or after this year. 

It feems that about this time the grounds called Spitalfields began to 
be built on for weavers, &c. as was alfo Hog-lane in that part which 
had lately had fair rows of elm-trees all along, now turned into houfes, 
on both fides, from Houndfditch to Whitechapel church. 

‘ In the middle of this century there was not a Angle houfe between 
‘ St. Catherines and Wapping ; but now there is a continued ftreet 
‘ from the tower all along the river, almofl as far as Radcliff, inhabited 
‘ by failors and viduallers. 

‘ Northward the fuburbs have been lefs increafed than on the eaft 
‘ and weft fides ; yet there was an increafe about this time on that fide 
‘ alfo. Where the buildings on the weft fide of Smithfield ftand, was 
‘ formerly a very large pond of water ; and where the place called the 
‘ Sheep-pens is, was a field with growing elms, and the place of execu- 
‘ tion for criminals. Afterward, in King Henry Vi’s reign, they be- 
‘ gan to build the fpace between the faid pond and the river of Wells 
‘ (now Turnmill brook), which runs into Fleet-ditch j and afterward 
‘‘ that pond was drained and built on, and fo down that ftreet now 
‘ called Cow-lane, and alfo Chick-lane, and Hofier-lane, 8cc. ; fo that 
‘ the buildings there are fo increafed, that now remaineth not one tree 
‘ there.’ 

Some other additions were made about Clerkenwell, about or near 
this time, where the fields, gardens, and avenues of the great priory of 
St. John of Jerufalem, and alfo the convent on the north fide of Clerk- 
enwell green, flood, &c. 

Weftward (without Newgate), the great ftreet named Holborn, and 
its contiguity, has been gradually built quite up to the village of St. 
Giles’s in the fields. [Slow’s Survey — Howell’s LondinopolisS^ But as the 
greateft increafe thereabout was chiefly in the next centuxf; wc niiift 
refer thereto. 

Queen Elizabeth had written to King Chriftiern IV of Denmark for 
his leave that a merchantman of Harwich might freely refort for fiihing 
to the fmall ifle oPWeftmony , adja««rt to the great ifland of Iceland, as 
in former years. The Danifti king anlwered, that her fubjedts had been 
prohibited from reforting thither, becaufe they took the liberty of fre- 
quenting it without alking leave, contrary to antient treaties : but if 
they would comply with thofe antient treaties, they fliould be free to 
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fifh at Iceland, the port of Weftmony alone excepted ; the fifhery of 
that port being now, as well as antiently, appropriated for the ufe and 
fervice of his own court. [Foedera, V. xvi, p. 275-] 

Sir Walter Raleigh having in the preceding year fent out a fliip for 
making difcoveries in the country of Guiana, of which he had, unhap- 
pily and fatally, formed very exalted ideas with refped to its immenfe 
treafures and great cities, from falfe information, this year failed thi- 
ther himfelf with feveral ihips, and many worthy and experienced gen- 
tlemen and mariners. He firft feized the fort on the ifle of Trinidad, 
where he learned that Guiana extended above fix hundred miles up 
from that coaft; and there he alfo received abundance of frefli but very 
falfe accounts of rich mines and great cities, and particularly the vafi 
and rich city named El Dorado, or Manoa, the fuppofed capital of Gui- 
ana. On this romantic prefumption, Raleigh, with an hundred men in 
boats, failed four hundred miles up the great river Oronoque, enduring 
great fatigues for a whole month, but without meeting with any great 
city, though he faw many Indian nations on its banks : but it begin- 
ning to fwell on account of the approach of their winter, he found him- 
felf obliged to return to his fliips before he could reach that imaginary 
golden city ; he is, however, faid to have brought back feme plates of 
gold, which he had obtained from the bordering nations who traded 
with Guiana. He had, it is faid, been encouraged to this attempt by 
his coufin the lord admiral Howard, and by Sir Robert Cecil fecretary 
of ftate, to whom he dedicated his account of it.. 

In this fame year. Sir Amias Preftpn, with three fliips, burnt Porto 
Santo at the Madeiras ; thence failing to the Wefi-Indies, he defiroyed 
feme of the Spaniards’ towns there (poorly defended doubtlefs), and re- 
turned home with feme booty, though probably lefs in value than the 
expenfe incurred. And Sir Francis Drake, with fix of Queen Eliza- 
beth’s own fliips, twenty-one private fhips and barks, and -2500 men, 
failed from Plymouth to the Weft-Indies, where (the Spaniards know- 
ing of their coming) he did but little execution againft their towns ; fo 
well had they now fortified almoft every where, being fufficiently warn- 
ed by former difafters : there he fought with part of a Spanifh fleet 
fent againft him, with little advantage. Next he attempted with 750 
merTib geh^ofs the ifthmus of Darien to Panama on the South fea, but 
the Spaniards had fo fortified the roads that they were forced to come 
back to their fliips. In their return homeward, both Sir Francis Drake 
and Sir John Hawkins (two moft gallant commanders) died at, and were 
buried in, their element,— the 

The officers and failors of the Dutch fliips which had- been fent laft 
year to try a paflage by the north-eaft to China and India giving ft ill 
great hopes. of being able to find fuch a paflage, which they computed 
would be about 2pc?p miles nearer than the ufual;way„the ftates-general 



A. D. 1595. 209 

and the prince of Orange were encouraged to fend out feven fhips, un- 
der Barents again, with all forts of merchandize, and with money to 
trade with, hoping to get through Waygat’s ilraits. Their fmalleft fhip 
was direded to return with the news of the other fix Ihips having doubled 
cape Tabin, which was counted the extreme point of Tartary, or, at 
leaft, when they Ihould be gone far enough to fleer to the fouthward, 
without being in danger from the ice ; but finding the fame obflruc- 
tions in the flrait, and yet more at the farther end of it, from the moun- 
tains of ice at the entrance of the Tartarian fea, they returned to Hol- 
land after they had been four months and an half on that voyage. 

The Hollanders finding from their firft attempt that it was apparent- 
ly impradticable to fail to China and India by the north-eafl, at length 
determined this year to force their way thither, by the Cape of Good 
Hope, which they performed with wonderful courage and fuccefs. Four 
fhips failed from Holland in April 1595, and returned home (all but 
their biggeft and mofl; leaky fhip, which they burnt) in twenty -nine 
months, flufhed with fuccefs and big with hopes, though, by reafon of 
the dppofition of the Portuguefe and Javanefe, it did not fully anfwer 
expeftation in point of prefent gain. This firfl undertaking was fet on 
foot by nine merchants of Amflerdam, with a capital of only y 0,000 
guilders. 

From the arrival of the Dutch in India the Portuguefe juftly date the 
ruin of their affairs in that country. Yet Dr. Gemelli Careri afligns 
another very probable caufe of the decline of the Portuguefe in Eafl- 
India, viz. their conqueft of Brafil ; for finding much more profit by 
that rich colony, they flighted Eafl-India; and negledled to fend fufE- 
cient fupplies for preferving what they already poflefled there. This is 
fo certain, fays Gemelli, that the king of Portugal was feveral times 
in the mind of abfolutely abandoning Eaft-India, had not the mifllon- 
aries made him fenfible, that if he did fo, all the chriftians. of thofe 
countries would again fall into idolatry and mahometanifm. To fay 
the truth, one may venture to pronounce, that the original caufe of 
their ruin in India was the too great number of their conquefts there, 
too far afunder to be effedually fuccoured, whilft they were engaged in 
war againfl the Dutch in Europe, as well as in India and Br|j 51 

1595. — -King Philip II of Spain again making great preparations 
againfl England, Queen Elizabeth wifely determined by all means to 
prevent his attempts on her coafls ; and as the befl means for that pur- 
pofe would be to attack and annoy him in his own ports, for that end 
fhe fent out 1 26 fhips of war, feventeen whereof were her own fhips, 
the remainder being, as ufual, hired ones. They carried 7360 land- 
foldiers ; and were joined by a Dutch fquadron of twenty-four fhips ; 
all being under the command of the earl of Eflex and the lord admiral 
Howard. The gallant and fuccefsful attack and Packing of the famous 
Vol.il Dd 
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and ftrong port and city of Cadiz is in all our hiftories at large, and^ 
therefor improper in this work to be enlarged on. There they burnt 
and deftroyed much fhipping and more riches, and demolifhed all the 
forts i all which together were ellimated at twenty millions of ducats of 
real lofs and damage to Spain. Much rich booty was brought home, 
together with two galleons and a hundred brafs cannon, and two hun^ 
dred other pieces of ordnance were either taken or funk in the fea. 
Eleven of the king of Spain^s bell Ihips, forty-four merchant fhips, and 
an immenfe quantity of naval ftores, ammunition, provifionsf &c. were 
deftroyed ; and for ranfom of their lives they agreed to give hoftages 
for the payment of 520,000 ducats. This, in ihort, was a very glorious 
exploit, and did not a little raife the credit of the queen, and of her 
naval and land-forces, as well as of her minifters and commanders. In 
this attack the Englilh employed Gx fhips of Lubeck and Dantzick to 
board the Spanifh galleons, the admiral being unwilling to hazard the 
queen’s own fhips. 

Neverthelefs, Philip, determined on making reprifals for fo great an 
infult, difgrace, and lofs, ufTembled his whole marine force at Lifbon, 
with ail the foreign fhips in his ports ; as alfo a body of land-forces, and 
many Irifh fugitives, intending an invafion either of England or Ire- 
land. But a violent tempefl arifing, deftroyed the greateft part of his 
fhips, whereby an end was put to the invafion for the prefent year. 

Sir Anthony Shirly, after cruifing on the coafts of New Spain and 
the Spanifh Weft-Indies, landed on the illand of Jamaica, and having 
plundered St. Jago de la Vega its principal'town, left the ifland. 

Sir Robert Dudley and others fent out three fhips with intent to trade 
to China, of which, and its rich commerce, the Englifh had heard fo 
much. Wood, the commander in chief, had Queen Elizabeth’s letters 
to the emperor of China. But all that we know of this unfortunate 
voyage is, that they never got fo far as Eaft-India ; but after encoun- 
tering ftorms, ficknefs, and famine, were at length driven on the Spa- 
nifh Weft-In^es, having only four men left alive, who were made pri- 
foners, and their fhips feized. [PurcJ/as, § 2.} 

In this year, the Hollanders attempted i a!, third (and the laft) time a 
nf“-*-hiinft^|^ftare rn China . but were .very unfortunate therein, lofing 
one of their two fhips ; -and Barents, with -fuch men as were left alive, 
wintered miferably in Nova Zembla, and out of their battered fhip fit- 
ted out a fmaller one, and with infinite hazards and difficulties return- 
ed home to Holland^. Barents, however, dying in his^return. 

1597. — were made aTThis time for relief of the aged and 
maimed poor j the one was for the amendment and improvement of a 
law [35 Eli%. c. 4.] for charging every pari& with a weekly tax for the 
relief o££ck, hurt, and maimed foldiers. aiid. mariners, by enabling any 
perfon to ere<ff for thofe purpofes _hoj|jitak :and;hQufes of corredlion, and 
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for that end to purchafe goods or lands, not exceeding the yearly value 
of 200I. ; the other laid a farther tax on every parifh for the [relief of 
•foldiers and mariners, the higheft rate of any parifh being eightpence, 
and the loweft twopence, weekly. [$g EUz. 5, 21.] 

We have a fecond inftance this year of the fallibility of fome adls of 
parliament relatmg to commerce, in a corroboration [39 EIi%. c. 1 1] of 
an adt {^z^ Eliz. c. 9] which ‘ prohibited the ufe of logwood or block- 

* wood in the dying of cloths, &c. as a pra< 3 :ice falfe and deceitful ; di- 
‘ reding all logwood, wherever found, to be burnt, and that neither 

* cloth nor wool fhould thereafter be dyed therewith Neverthelefs, 
in after times, logwood, has proved extremely profitable, ufeful, and pro- 
per in dying. And it is in our days found to be a great inconveniency 
to our commerce that our logwood-cutters are perpetually difturbed in 
the bay of Campechy by the Spaniards, pretending an exelufive proper- 
ty in that bay, though never yet planted by them, as will be feen under 
the year 1 662 and 1717. 

The parliament of Scotland again prohibited the exportation of wool, 
and ordained, that craftftnen ftrangers be brought home for working it 
up. {^ASl ya, VI, pari, c. 250, ed. Murray. They laid a duty of 
five per cent on all foreign cloth and other merchandize imported ; but 
allowed peers, barons, and freeholders, without paying any cuftom, to 
fend their own goods beyond fea, for their own particular ufe ; and to 
import wines, cloths, and other furniture, only for their own particular 
nfe, but not to make merchandize thereof, conformable to the laws and 
liberties granted to them before, [Par/. 15, 251.] This ill-judged 

exemption fruftrated the whole intent of the ftatute, as the landed men 
of every country (and eminently fo of Scotland), with their retinues, 
were then the great bulk of the people, and undoubtedly the principal 
confuraers of foreign merchandize j befides, that under colour of the 
above exemptions, many frauds might be, and doubtlefs were, com- 
mitted. ' 

They alfo prohibited the importation of Englifh woollen goods j the 
fame cloth (fays the ad) having only for the moll part an outward Ihow, 
wanting that fubftance and ftrength which ofttimes it appears to have, 
and being one of the chief caufes of the tranfportation of^^S 33 .,^«:d~fil- 
ver out of this realm : — the only true and folid reafon for this law. 
[Par/. 15, c. 252.] 

They enaded this fame year, that three new towns be ereded in dif- 
ferent parts, for the better entertaining and continuing of civility and 

^ The Englifh were not mfenfible of the utility for Perfia, therefor recommended to him to endea- 
of logwood in dying, but they were ignorant of vour to learn #re method of fixing the colour given 
the method* Mr. Hakluyt, in his inftru6tions to by it. 

Hubblethorne the dyer, when he was fetting out 
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polity within the Highlands and illes, viz. one in Kentire, one in Loch- 
aber, dtid a third in the i£Ie of Lewis \Tarl. 15, c. 263 f.] 

At this- time the intereft of the'Hanfeatic and imperial cities of Ger- 
many, coinciding with that which the crown of Spain had at the impe- 
rial court, produced a mandate from the emperor Rodolph to the town 
of Staden no longer to entertain the comptoir or company of the Eng- 
lifh merchant-adventurers. {Fcedera, V^. xvi, />. 326.] Being thus forced 
to leave Staden and all other parts of the German empire, the company 
was invited to- fettle in Groningen. At the fame time the town of Emb- 
den and the dukes of Holftein and Brunfwick wrote to Queen Elizabeth, 
profeffing, though they were obliged to fubmit to the emperor’s order, 
their readinefs to ferve her in any other refped Wheeler, the hif- 
toriographer of the merchant-adventurers company, afferts, that eleven 
or twelve other towns in the Netherlands vied with each other for the 
refidence of the company. 

The merchants of the Hanfe towns flattered themfelves that Elizabeth 
would gladly reftore their antient privileges in England, in order to re- 
cover thofe of the Englifh merchant-adventurers in Germany; but her 
intentions were very different ; for, knowing that their privileges were 
repugnant to the great commercial interefts of England, after demand- 
ing, for the fake of decorum, a revocation of the imperial edid, fhe, 
without further delay, direded a commiffion to the mayor and iheriffs 
of London to fliut up the houfe inhabited by the merchants of the Hanfe 
towns at the Steelyard in London ; and moreover, ordered all the Ger- 
mans there, and every where elfe throughout England, to quit her do- 
minions on the very day on which the Englifh were obliged to leave 
Staden ; whofe expulfion thence was, it feems, deferred till now. From 
this time the place called the Steelyard was never again applied- to that 
ufe. 

At our final parting with the Steelyard merchants, we may obferve 
that they had in old times been a kind of a bank for our kings when- 
ever they wanted money at a pinch ; but they were fure to be well paid 
in the end for fuch afliflances.^ 

The capture of fifty of the Hanfe towns (hips, loaded with corn and 
nai>ai«fla£fi;4,|or Spain, in the year : 1589, by the Englifh, widened the 

^ NathiD;y appears to have been done in confe*. 468, 490.] It was referved for a Dutcli colony 
quence- of this alii till the year 1602 (but accord- to introduce filhing and trade in Lewis, and to 
ing to Moyfe i5'99), when the ifland of Lewis build the village, or buigh, of Stornoway, which 
was granted (as coimtrles in America were about was till a few years ago Jthe only town in the Weft- 
time) to feme gentlemen of Fife ; the coloiff^rn iflands. M» 
being drawn from that maritime (hire, as fiippofed f Many other laws for the regulation of corn- 
acquainted with the fifnei"}", * a fource from m^hhh merce and police were enadlcd by the Scottilh 
^ Scotland naturally fo derive ' great wealth J parliament in this feffion. M. 

But the reiiflance of the iOanders fruftrated the :j: The duke of Brunfwick appears to have had 
fcheme. A fecond attempt was made in , 1 605 a penfion of 500 merks a-year from Eli^iabeth, 
with no better fuccefs^ ^^\^S^Qtfwood"s hifory^ ^ .. 
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b reach with the Hanfeatics, which doubtlefs proved greatly beneficial 
to England in the end ; for the Englilh found means to get their cloths, 
&c. imported into Germany, though not in fo open and direft a man- 
ner as before : and the merchant-adventurers company have obtained 
a flourifliing refidence at the city of Hamburgh even to this day. 

From Sir William Monfon’s Naval tradls [printed in Churchill’s Collec- 
tion of voyages, V. iii] it appears that the earl of Cumberland was the 
firft Englifh fabjedl that built a fhip fo large as eight hundred tons bur- 
den ; which fliip, with fome others, he now employed in an expedition, 
at his own private expenfe againft Spain. 

This year there was a definitive treaty concluded (at Weftminfter) 
with the ftates-general of the feven United provinces, concerning the 
payment of the money expended in their defence, being L8oo,oco 
Sterling by computation; alfo for what fhould afterward be expend- 
ed ; and moreover, for the redelivery of the cautionary towns ; alfo for 
the ftates aflifting England with thirty or forty fliips of war in cafe of 
being attacked by Spain. All that has any immediate relation to our 
general fubjedt, is the ilender burden of thofe fliips of war, fo very ihort 
of fuch in our days, viz, the one half of them were, to confifl; each of 
200 tons burden, and the other half of between 100 and 200 tons%. 
[Fcedera, V. xvi, 340 — -ColleStion of treaties, V. ii,/>. 120, ed. I732.]< 

1598. — The Englifh merchants trading to Denmark complained of 
the Danifh officers violently feizing their merchandize ; to vvhich the 
Danes replied, that thofe goods were juftly condemned by the laws of 
Denmark, as not having been truely entered at the cuftom-houfes, viz. . 
fkins, tin, cloth, &c. fliort entered. This ftiffiiefs of the Danifh court 
(then favouring the Spaniards) produced a fharp remonftrance from the 
queen, which procured a remiffion of fo much of the confifcations as ■ 
amounted to 30,000 dollars but, on the other hand, the king of Den- 
mark demanded redrefs from Queen Elizabeth for certain piracies of 
the Englifh on his fubjeds ; for now (fays Camden, in his Hiftory of 
Queen Elizabeth) there began to grow controverfies about fuch matters, 
meaning the carrying of contraband goods, as naval ftores, &c. to the . 
Spaniards. 

The feveral trials for a north-wefl pafTage to China, by Hu dfonl s^nd 
Davies’s flraits, and for a north-eaft pafTage on the north*^he of Nova- 
Zembla, or through the ftraits of Waygatz, and the annual voyages to 
Archangel, had'fo accuftomed the Englifh to thofe boiflerous feas, that 
fome of the Rtiffia, company now occafionally commenced, for the firft 
time, the fifhery for whales near Spifzbergen, where thofe huge animals 
are found in greater numbers than any where elfe.that we yet have dif- - 
covered *. 

# The abundance of wh^es in .the South, fca was quite unknown In Mr* Anderfon’s tiaie. AA. 
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The Dutch Eaft-India merchants now fent out Heemfkerck on a 
fecond voyage to Eaffc-India, with eight (hips j who returned home in 
the year ,1600, laden with the five ufual kinds of fpices, viz. cinnamon, 
pepper, cloves, nutmegs, and mace. 

And fo fond were the Dutch of this trade, that they would not wait 
for the return of thofe eight fhips, but in 1599 fent out three other 
(hips ; and fo they went on yearly, making vafl: returns of profit to the 
proprietors, all Europe being in thofe times extremely fond of fpices, to 
a much greater degree than at prefent. 

The Hollanders now alfo fent out four fhips, commanded by Oliver 
Vm. Noort, on a new adventure, which, after various accidents, fail- 
sd through Magellan’s ftraits into the South fea ; and thence on to 
:he Eaft-Indies, where they had fundry encounters with the Spaniards 
ind Portuguefe ; and after fome trading for pepper, they returned home 
3y the Cape of Good Hope ; this being the fourth navigation round 
;he globe; but the firft performed by the Dutch. 

1 599.— “The route to Archangel was fo well known, and fo much fre- 
juented at this time, that, according to Werdenhagen, the Hanfeatic 
liftorian, even fo far as from Venice, at leaft one fhip annually refbrted 
hither for commerce. So much was all Europe by this time improved 
n the arts of commerce and navigation. 

The queen, by proclamation, ftridly enjoined all letter-of-marque 
hips to give fecurity before they fet fail, not to injure the fubjecfts of 
lations in amity with her ; and as fome complaints of piratical pra< 5 i:ices 
>y fuch fhips had been made by the Danes and French, fhe appointed 
ommiffioners to inquire into, and redrefs ihem. IFcedera, V. xvl, p. 

m , / ■ . - • ■ 

At this time (according to Grotius’ Annals of die Netherlands) the 
;a ports of Holland, and other parts of the united provinces, generally 
uilt 2000 new fhips every year. A thing almoft incredible, did it not 
roceed from fo reputable and illuftrious an author 
King Henry IV of France (according to Mezeray) now prohibited all 
)reign manufiidtures, as well of fiik as of gold or Mver, pure or mixed, 
t the requeft of the merchants of Tours, who undertook to make 
usstities fuch manufadures fufficient for the whole kingdom ; yet, 
rafping ,at more than they could perform, and being alfo complained 
f by the city of Lyons, ( juflLy ftiled the golden gate of France), as 
lereby deftroying their femous fairs, as well as leflening the king’s 
iftoms, that edid in fevour of Tours was revoked, r Yet (as Puffendorf 
bferves) thofe new manufadures of France, and more efpecially that 
f filk, did afterward draw great wealth into that kingdom. 

^ Surely all the boats miift have been mcluded veiTels ever been built in the whole of the Eritiih 
the number. In no one year have half fo many dominions. . 
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year (^een Elizabeth fent Joba land, by Con- 

flantinople, to the court of the great mogul, to apply for certain privi- 
leges for t;he Englilh company, for whom Ihe was then preparing a 
charter for trading to Eaft-India, in which he was long oppofed by the 
arts and prefents of the Spanifh and Portuguefe jefuits at that court, 
whereby they prepollelled the mogul againft the Englilh ; fo that it was 
fome years before he could entirely get the better of them 

1 600.— Elizabeth wrote to King Chriftian IV of Denmark, complain- 
ing of his people, who had feized on fome Englilh lilhing vellels on the 
high feas northward, remote from land;* and Ihe tells that king, ‘ that 
‘ the high feas were free for lilhing by the confent of all nations f [Fcr- 
dera, V. xvi, jS). 395] which was her conlltot flile on this fubjedt^ This 
feizure was probably made fomewhere near Iceland or Norway, on pre- 
tence of the Englilh not having firft alked leave of the Danilh court- 
before they went to filh in thofe feas, agreeable to a convention former- 
ly made with Denmark. All difputes about the lilhing there are long 
fince at an end. 

In a treatife, entitled England- s grievance difcovered in relation^ to the 
coal-trade (1655) we fee, that Newcallle upon Tine had obtained char- 
ters from King Henry III, Edward I, and III, Richard II, Elenry IV, 
and Queen Elizabeth ; the lateft of hers being in this year i 6oo> where-- 
in Ihe defcribes it as a town of merchants, a mart or market of great 
fame, and Ilulfed with a multitude, of merchants dwelling therein 
and whereas it is an antient town, and has time out of mind had a cer- 
tain guild or fraternity, called hoaft-men, for the difchargihg and bet- - 
ter difpoling of fea-coals, grind- Hones, rub-llones, and whet-Hones, in 
and upon the river and port of Tine, though not as yet incorporated ; 
file therefor now (in the 43d of her reign, though that book by mif- 
take fays the 13th) ‘ incorporates them by the name of the governor,' 

* ffcewards, and brethren of the fraternity of hoall-men of Newcallle.’ 
By this and former, charters it appear, that this famous town had great 
jurifdidlion on the river Tine, from the fea feven miles above the town, 
in point of navigation, admiralty jurifdidlion, lilhery, &c. And alfo 
that Newcallle had been ferviceable to former princes in their wars, by 
fupplying them with mariners and Ihips, as, down to our own tirne,-it 
has ever been in all our naval wars. 

Dr. Davenant, an able author, (in nis New dialogues^ V. ii, p. 93, ed. 
1710) affirms, that the gold and lilver coin at this time in England did 
not exceed four millions, which were the tools we had to work with 

^ He alfo met Tivith mudh trouble hj means of tend their correfpondence and trade to India over 
two Italian merchants at Agra. Tlie Italians, land. ^Furchas^ B* c* ^ — Linfchotton^ pp. 
who feem to have had no idea that the navigation 145, 154, 155, 191, — and fee above in the year 
by the Cape of Good Hope was pofliblt to them, I 59 i »3 M* 
had about tliis time made feveral attempts to cx- 
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when we firfl; began to make a figure in the commereial world, which 
was near that period of time. 

Our own Turkey merchants firft, and the Dutch Eaft-^India company 
next, who had got the flart of us in the Eaft-India trade, keeping up 
the price of pepper from Z/ to 4/ per pound, we being at war with 
Spain, and fo could not get fpices from Lifbon at firft hand, Queen 
Elizabeth now determined to enter her people diredtly upon a commerce 
to Eaft-India. • 

Accordingly, on the 31ft of December 1600, fhe granted a charter to 
George earl of Cumberland, arid 215 knights, aldermen, and merch- 
ants, that, at their own coft and charges, they might fet forth one or 
more voyages to the Eaft-Indians, in the country and parts of Afia and 
Africa, and to the iflands thereabouts, divers of which countries, iflands, 
&c. have long fithence been difcovered by others of our fubjefits ; to be 
one body politic and corporate, by the name of the ‘ governour and 
‘ company of merchants of London trading into the Eaft-Indies to have 
fucceffion; to purchafe lands, without limitation 5 to have one governor 
and twenty-four perfons, to be eledted annually, who fhall be called 
committees, jointly to have the diredtion of the voyages, the provifion 
of the ihipping and merchandize, alfo the fale of the merchandize, and 
the management of all other things belonging to the company. Sir 
Thomas Smith, alderman of London, was to be the firft governor, and 
a deputy-governor to be eledled ima general court ; both the governors 
and all the committees to take the oath of fidelity : as alfo, every mem- 
ber to take an oath, before being admitted, to traffic as a freeman of 
this company. The company, their fons, at twenty-one years of age, 
their apprentices, fervants arid fadtors in India or elfewhere, may, for 
fifteen years from Chriftmas laft, freely and folely trade, by fuch ways 
and paffi.ges as are already found out, or ihall hereafter be difcovered, 
into the countries and parts of Afia and Africa, and all the iflands, ports, 
towns and places of Afia, Africa, and America, beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope to the ftraits of Magellan, where any traffic of merchandize 
may be ufed to and from every of them, in fuch manner as fhall from 
time to time be limited and agreed on at any public aflembly or general 
;ourt of thfe£ompany, any ftatute, ufage, diverfity of religion or faith, 
>r any other matter to the contr^P notwithftanding ; fo as it be not to 
my country already poflefled by any chriftian potentate in amity with 
ter majefty, who fhall declare the fame to be againft his or their good 
iking. Either the governor or deputy-governor muft always be one in 
general aflemblies, when they may make all reafonable laws, conftitu- 
ions, &c. agreeable to the laws of England, for their good government, 
3 y plurality of voices, and may punifh, by fines and imprifonment, the 
jffenders againft their laws. The queen grants to the company an ex- 
emption from paying any cuftoms for the firft four voyages j and for 




cuftoms which fhall afterwards be payable for merchandize from India^ 
the company fliali be allowed to give their bonds, payable one half in 
fix months, and the other half in fix months after. For merchandize 
loft at fea outward bound, the cuftoms fhall be allowed to the company 
out of the next cargo fhipped off. India merchandize, that fhall have 
paid the cuftoms, may, until the end of thirteen months, be re-exported 
by any fubj efts without paying farther cuftoms. I'he company may 
export in their firft voyage, now preparing, L30,ooo in foreign coin or 
bullion, fo as at leaft L6000 thereof be firft coined in the queen’s mint, 
and the like for the fubfequent voyages, provided the company firft 
import at leaft fo much foreign coin or bullion in gold or filver into this 
realm, of which L60CO fhall be coined as aforefaid. The company 
may fend yearly to Eaft-India fix good fhips and fix pinnacesf with 500 
mariners, unlefs the navy royal goes forth. None of the queen’s fub- 
jefts, but the company, their fervants, or affigns, fhall refort to India 
without being licenced by the company, upon pain of forfeiting fhips 
and cargoes, with imprifonment till the offenders give Liooo bond to 
the company not to trade thither again. Neverthelefs, for the encourage- 
ment of merchant ftrangers and others to bring in commodities into the 
realm, the queen gives power to the company to grant licences to trade 
to Eaft-India ; and fhe promifes not to grant leave to any others to trade 
thither during the company’s term without their confent. The majori- 
ty of any general meeting of the company may admit apprentices, fer- 
vants, faftors, &c. to the fellowfhip or freedom of the company. The 
filver to be exported fhall only be fhipped at the ports of London, Dart- 
mouth,, and Plymouth, and fhall be duely entered by the cuftomhoufe 
officers, without paying any cuftom for the fame. Gold and filver im- 
ported fhall be entered before landing the fame. Provided, that in cafe 
this charter fhall hereafter appear not to be profitable to the crown and 
realm, then, upon two years notice to the company, their charter fhall 
ceafeand determine : but if otherwife, : then the queen promifes, at the 
end of the faid fifteen years, upon the company’s fuit, to grant them a 
new charter for fifteen years longer. This is the fame Eaft-India com- 
pany which, through many various viciilitudes, exifted under the fame 
denomination till the year 1708, when it was abforbed in the pref^nt 
united company of merchants of England trading ^to the Eaft-Indies. 

N. B. The original fliares fubfcribed were L50 each. 

About the clofe of the fixteenth century decimal arithmetic was in- 
vented by Simon Stevin of Bruges. \l¥ottQa's Refieciions upon antierit and 
modern learning, c. 30.] . 

1601. — The patentees of the Englifh Eaft-Ind.ia company, immediately 
railed the fum of £72,000, (though n at in one joint flock or common 
capital, as in fucceeding times, there having been no joint ftock in this 
company till the year I hr 3), and .this year fent out their firft fleet for 
YnL.IL E- e 2 - 
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India, commanded in chief by Captain James Lancafter, having one 
fhip of 600 tons, one of 300, tv^o of 200 each, and’ one of 130 tons, as 
viduailer to the whole fleet, carrying 480 men, and Lay.ooc in money * 
and goods, the remainder of the £72,000 being abforbed in the pur- 
chafe of the fhips, artillery, ammunition, proviliohs, 8cc. At Acheen, 
in the ifle of Sumatra, they loaded fome of their fhips with pepper ; 
but not meeting with enough, and failing thence for the flraits of 
Malacca, they completed their cargoes by the capture of a Portuguefe 
flhp of 900 tons, loaded with calicoes, &c. and failing thence to Ban- 
tam, they delivered the queen’s letter and prefents to the king, as they 
had before done the like to the king of Acheen, and both kings fent 
letters and prefents for Queen Elizabeth, and granted privileges to the 
company. So, having fettled fadors at Bantam, they failed homeward, 
and arrived in the Downs in September 1603, having made this firft 
voyage profperoufly in two years and feven months. 

Sir William Monfon, in his Naval trads, obferves, upon the Eaft- 
India company’s fending out their firft fleet, the Eafi;-India trade was 
written againft in England, and was alfo briefly anfwered under the 
following heads, viz, 

I) It exhaufts our treafure. 

‘ ^njwer. We may by this trade draw as much filver from other 
■ countries as we fend to India.’ 

II) It will deftroy our mariners by the great difference of climates. 

‘ Anfwer. As long voyages breed the beft mariners, this of Eaft-India 
‘ will rather increafe than diminifh their number.’ 

III) It will be the decay of our fhipping by the worms, unlefs fheath- 
ed with lead. 

‘ Anfwer. So far from this, it will be the increafe of our fhipping, 
‘ by maintaining eight or nine fhips of each 1000 or 1200 tons, which 

* are larger than any we now ufe, and which on occafion may be 
^ of greater fervice to the nation than all the other fliipping of Lon- 
‘ don.’ 

^IV) It will obftrud the vent of our woollen cloth, in return for which 
we now take fpices, &c. from Turkey, which our Eaft-India trade, 
bringing more cheap to us, will prevent. 

‘ A}if'wer.''Thh inconvenience will fall only on the Turkey company, 
' vrhofe fpices, &c. come to us at the third hand, whereas they will 
^ now come to us at the firft hand from India.’ 

V) More fpices will be brought home than we can vend. 

‘ Anfwer. Our own nation, the Eaft country, and Ruflia, will con- 

* fume more than we can bring home. 

* The money was Spanifli ; whence it appears that the Spaniards were i^reaSy tlie diggers and 
tliat even during the long continued hoftilines, importers of btilKon for the ufe of the more mduf^ 
Englifh goods found their way into Spain^ and trious nations* Sse 2urchas\ c* ^ i* ylf. 
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VI) The fource of our Eaft-India trade was the fecret malice of fome 
againft the Turkey company. 

‘ Anfwe7\ If the Eafl-Tndia trade proves beneficial, it ought to be 
‘ purfued without regarding private grudges ; and men would not ven- 
‘ ture fuch great flocks in it, if they did not think it fo 

To thefe obje61ions, fays Sir William Monfon, the anfwers are in the 
main juft, after twenty -five years experience ; f but he adds, that the 
bane of that trade in his time was, their having triple the number of 
eight or nine fhips at firft propofed for this trade, thereby over-cloyed j 
whereby alfo the prices of Eaft-India merchandize were enhanced there. 
And moreover, it drew mighty flocks of money to maintain it, where- 
by all the kingdom imputed the fcarcity of money to it. 

Werdenhagen obferves [Fi ii, 19 ] that till the beginning of the 
feventeenth century the merchants of Hamburgh, and fome others of 
the Hanfe towns, made regular annual voyages up the Mediterranean- 
fea, as far as Venice, to their great profit ; but now thofe of Amfter- 
dam getting into that trade, fo completely wormed the Hanfeatics out 
of it, that at length the Hamburghers had no other trade left to them 
with Venice, but to fell their large fhips there,, and return home over- 
land. This author farther fays, that they formerly traded alfo to Flo- 
rence, Genoa, and Meffina, for filk, in exchange for their com j and 
the fliips of Lubeck, Wifmar, and Straelfund, then alfo ufed to fre- 
quent the ports of Spain, till fupplanted therein alfo by the more dex- 
terous Hollanders. 

Wheeler, the advocate and fecretary of the merchant-adventurers 
company of England, and the great antagonift of the Hanfeatics, who 
wrote in this year, pleafes himfelf not a little, that the latter were then 
fo much decayed in power and ftrength, as that the ftate need not 
greatly to fear them; for as the caufes, which made the Hanfe towns of 
eftimation and account in old times, were the multitude of their fliip- 
ping and fea-trade, whereby they flored all countries with their eaftern 
commodities (naval flores, flax, hemp, linen, iron, copper, corn, &c.) 


With rcfpe^l to thefe anfwers to the objec- 
tions againit an Eaft-India trade, we may briefly 
note, that the anfw^r to the firft is in our days 
jftrongly confirmed ; for the re-exportation of Eail- 
India goods brings back a much greater balance 
from- foreign nations than all the bullion v;e fend 
to India. And wdth relation to the fifth, the 
Dutch company having foon after got pofTefGon 
of the coaft of Ceylon,, in which alone the beft 
cinnamon is produced, and the ifle of Amboyna 
being the beft for cloves, and the Molucco ifles 
for nutmegs and- mace, the Englifh' company have 
long fnice been excluded from thofe fpices at the 
firft hand ; only pepper abounding in fo many dif- 
ferent parts of India,, our company muft ever deal 


largely in that fpicc^ as it ever w^iil probably be in 
moft general demand all over the world by ail r^ks 
and conditions of people., Yet it is corifeffed, that 
the affertion in the*anfwer to the fixth objedion is. 
far from being concluflve with refped to the ge-- 
neral benefit, fihee tliere may be branches of com- 
merce very beneficial to the merchant, which may 
be,, at the fame time, pernicious to the public. 

As the trade from England to Eaft-India is be- 
come of fo great importance to the public, and: 
employs fo vafh a capital, we fliall throughout the 
remaining part of our work take fpecial cognizance 
of all debates and.reafonings for and againll it, 
of all the material alterations. and changes in it« 

He wrote his Naval trads in 1625. 
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and ferved princes with their large and llout fliips in time of war, we 
lhall find at this time they have in a manner lofi: both the one and 
the other long ago, when compared with what they formerly were. 
And if her majefty fhould forbid all trade into Spain, after the example 
of other princes, they would in fltort time.be quit of the reft ; for 
that trade is their chiefeft fupport at this inftant. Eefides, of the fe- 
venty-two confederate Hanfe towms, fo much vaunted of, what remains 
almoft but the report ? And thofe which remain, and appear by their 
deputies, when there is any ailembly, are they able, but with much 
ado, to bring up the charges and contributions, &c. for the defence 
and maintenance of their league, privileges, and trade in foreign parts 
and at home ? Surely no ! for moft of their teeth are out, and the reft 
but loofe, &c. 

The main aim of this author was to confute the allegations of the 
Hanfe towns at the German diet, that the company of merchant-ad- 
venturers was a proper monopoly, as wrell as the attempts at home of the 
feparate traders, who were equally that company’s opponents. 

Although what we have, in different parts of this work, already ex- 
hibited concerning the Englilh merchant-adventurers company, may 
feera fufficient to explain its nature, as being merely what is known in 
England by the name of a regulated company, yet we thought a farther 
authentic defcription of it by Wheeler their fecretary might once for 
all be acceptable, viz. : - . 

The company confifts of a great number of wealthy merchants of 
divers great cities and maritime towns, &c. in England, viz. London, 
York, Norwich, Exeter, Ipfwich, Newcaftle, Hull, &c. Thefe of old 
time linked themfelves together for the exercife of merchandize, by 
trading in cloth, kerfeys, and all other, as well Englifh as foreign, com- 
modities, vendible abroad, whereby they brought much wealth home 
to their repeclive places of refidence. Their limits are the towns and 
ports lying between the river of Somme in France, and along all the 
coafts of the Netherlands and Germany, within the German fea ; not 
into all at once, at each man’s pleafure, but into one or two towns at 
moft within the faid boufids, which they commonly call the mart town 
or towns, becaufe there only they ftapled their commodities, and- put 
them to fale, and theiice only they brought fuch foreign w’-ares as Eng- 
land wanted, and which were brought from far by merchants of divers 
nations ftocking thither to buy and fell as at a fair. I’he merchant-ad- 
venturers do annually export at leaft 60,000 white cbths, worth at leaft 
L6oo,cco, and of coloured cloths of all forts, kerfeys, bays, cottons, north- 
ern dozens, and other coarfe cloths, 40,000 cloths more, worth 1.400,000, 
In all one million Sterling, befide what goes to the Netherlands from 
England, of woolfels, lead, tin, faffron, coney-lkins, leather, tallow, ala- 
bafter, corn, beer, &c. And our company imported, xdz. of the Dutch 





and German mercHants, Rhenifh wines, fuftiaus, copper, Reel, hemp, 
onion-feed, iron and copper wire, latten, kettles, pans, linen, harnefs, 
faltpetre, gunpowder, and all things made at Nurenberg (fuch as toys, 
fm all iron ware, &c.) Of the Italians, all forts of filks, velvets, cloth 
of gold, &c. Of the Eafterlings, naval ftores, furs, foap, afhes, &c. 
Of the Portuguefe, fpices and drugs. With the Spanilh and French 
they (f e. the ftaple of Antwerp) had not much to do, by reafon that 
our Englilh merchants have had a great trade diredlly to France and 
Spain, and fo ferve England diredlly from thence with the commodities 
of thofe two countries. Of the Netherlanders they buy all kinds of 
manufadures, tapeftry, buckrams, white thread, incle, linen, cambrics, 
lawns, madder, &c. Philip the Good, duke of Burgundy and fovereigii 
of the Netherlands, the founder of the order of the golden fleece, gave 
the fleece for the badge of that order, in conflderation of the great re- 
venue accruing to him from the tolls and cuftoms of our wool and 
woollen cloth *. 

The firfl; account f we meet with of any French fhips fitted out for 
Eaffc-India, is in this year, when a company of merchants in St. Male 
fitted out two fhips, one of which was call away at the Maidive ifiands, 
where the crew were detained as prifoners for fome time, and after- 
wards got home to France. Laval, who writes the account of their un- 
fortunate voyage, fays nothing of the fuccefs of the other fliip. 

After many ineffedual laws for the fupport of the poor, an ad was 
now paffed [43 Efe. c. 2] preferibing nearly the prefent method of 
coileeding the poors rates, by overfeers in every parilh ; yet notwith- 
fianding the various alterations and amendments which the laws relat- 
ing to the poor have undergone, it is fill the opinion of every obferv- 
ing perfon, that the poor might be taken care of at a much lower ex- 
penfe than by the prefent method ; and that the fhameful nuifance of 
common beggars and vagabonds might alfo be eftedually prevented, 
%vere a proper committee of gentlemen and merchants, with one or two 
able and honefl; lawyers,- to undertake the truly arduous, though not 
abfolutely impradicable talk, with patience and fleady reiolution. 

In this fame year thirteen fliips failed from Amfterdam for Eaft-In- 
dia, which returned in fafety. 

A fiatute was enaded [43 Eliz. c. 1 2] for awarding co'mmillions to hear 
and determine policies ol aflurances made among merchants, in the 
preamble of which are the following v ords : ‘ Whereas it hath been time 
‘ out of mind an ufage amongfl merchants, both of this realm and of 
' foreign nations, when they make any great adventure (fpecially into 

^ So %'S Wlieelor, but without autliorlty. JIL with a terrible ilorm at the Cape of Good Pepe* 

j' So early as the year 1503, a voyage to In- he was driven npon unknown emails, aS^r 
dia was undertaken hy fome merchants of Roueiij great hardfhips returned to Europe, [r 7//. 

-under the command of Mr. Gonneville. Meeting polhigue, V* ily iSZy ecL M, 
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‘ remote parts), to give fome confideration of money to otlier perfons 
‘ (which, commonly ar.e in. no fmatl number), to have from them affur- 
‘ ance made of their goods, merchandizes, fliips, and things adven- 

* tured, or fome part thereof, at fuch rates and in fuch fort as the par- 
' ties affurers and the parties allured can agree ; which courfe ofdeal- 
‘ ing is commonly termed a policy of afllirance; by means of which it 

* cometh to pafs, upon the lofs or perifhing of any fliip, there follow- 
‘ eth not the undoing of any man, but the lofs lighteth rather eafily up- 

* on many than heavily upon few, and rather upon them that adven- 
‘ ture not, than upon thofe that adventure, whereby all merchants, ipe- 
‘ daily of the younger fort, are allured to venture more willingly and 
' more freely. And whereas heretofore fuch aUurers have ufsd to Hand 
‘ fo juflly and precifely upon their credits, as few or no contro- 
‘ verfies have rifen thereupon ; and if any have grown, the fame have 
*. from time to time been ended and ordered by certain grave and dif- 
‘ creet merchants appointed by the lord mayor of London, until of 
‘ late years that divers perfons have withdrawn themfelves from that 
^ arbitrary courfe, and have fought to draw the parties alTu red to feek 

* their moneys of every feveral alTurer, by fuits commenced in her ma- 
' jelly’s courts, to their great charges and delays.’ For remedy here- 
of it was now enabled, ' that the lord chancellor (or keeper) do award 
‘ one general or Handing yearly commilEon, for the determining of 
‘ caufes on policies of allurances, fuch as now are or hereafter lhall be 
‘ entered within the office of alTurances within the city of London ;■ 

* this commiffion to conlill of the judge of the admiralty, the recorder 
‘ of London, two dodors of the civil law, two common lawyers, and 
‘ eight difcreet merchants, or any five of them ; which commiffion 
‘ ffiall have authority to determine all caufes concerning policies of af- 

* furance in a fummary way, ffiall fummon the parties, examine wit- 
‘ nefles upon oath, and imprifon difobeyers of their decrees : they 

* lhall meet weekly at the office of infurance, on the weft fide of the 
‘ Royal exchange, for the execution of their commiffion, without fee 
‘ or reward ; and any who may think himfelf aggrieved by their de- 
‘ terminations, may in two months exhibit his bill in chancery for a 
‘ re-examination of fuch decree, provided the complainant do firll lay 
‘ down to the'' faid commiffioners the fum awarded ; and that the lord 
‘ chancellor or keeper may either reverfe or affirm the firll decree, ac- 
‘ cording to equity and confcience ; and if he decrees againll the af- 
‘ furers, double colls lhall be awarded to the alTured., Laflly, no com- 
‘ miffioner lhall be either affurer or aflured.’ 

Afllirance, or infurance, of Ihips and merchandize on the feas feems 
to have been in ufe in England, upon the revival of commerce, forae- 
^^at earlier than on the continent ; Slid Antwerp, when in its meridian 
'^bry,. learned it from England : ‘ And. whereas (fays Malynes’s Lex 
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‘ Mercatona) tlie meetings of merchants in London were held in Lom- 
‘ bard ftreet (fo called becaufe certain Italians of Lombardy kept there 
‘ a pawn-houfe or lombard long before the Royal exchange was built), 

' all the policies of infurances at Antwerp which then were and now 
‘ (1622) yet are made i do make mention, that it {hall be in all things 
‘ concerning the faid aflurances as was accuftomed to be done in Lom- 
‘ bard ftreet in London, which is imitated alfo in other places of the 
‘ Low Countries.’ 

The fenate of Staden wrote to fome great man of Queen Elizabeth’s 
court (not named), requefling him to affiire the queen of their readi- 
nefs to receive the Englilh merchant-adventurers to refide in their town 
as formerly, provided there be no monopoly or college, as they ftile it, of 
the faid merchant-adventurers, fince they have learned that the imperial 
court has become more favourable to the Englifli ; and that the em- 
peror’s m&hdate ftruck only at the monopoly, as what the Hanfeatics 
oppofed. In the mean time all Englilh merchants in general may freely 
refort to Staden. \_Fcedera, V. xvi, />. 40B.] But it was with a very bad 
grace that the merchants of the Hanfe complained of monopolies, who 
for three centuries had been the greateft monopolifts in Europe. We 
may therefor confider this letter as merely complimentary. 

The'wars of Ireland having drained much of the money of England, 
Queen Elizabeth coined {hillings, lixpences, threepences, and halfpence, 
of a bafer allay than the Englilh Sterling coins, which fhe fent into Ire- 
land, as the only proper coins to pafs there ; and Ihe alfo eredled an of- 
fice of exchange between England and Ireland, for exchanging the faid 
new money with Her ling moneys of England, appointing the offices of 
exchange to be at London, Brillol, and Chefter, in England, and Dub- 
lin, Cork, Galway, and Carrickfergus, in Ireland, where twenty {hil- 
lings Englifli money were to be exchanged for twenty-one fliillings Irilh. 
IFoedera, F. xvi, /i. 414.] 

King Henry IV of France, an able and penetrating prince, pubhfhed 
an edid for reducing the intereft of money in that kingdom to 6~ per 
cent. That king therein obferves, that high interefl: had ruined many 
good and antient houfes; that it had obftrudled commerce, tillage, 
and manufa< 5 lures, many perfons, through the facility of their gain by 
interefl: of money, choofing rather to live idly in good-towns on their 
income arifing therefrom, than to labopr in the more painful employ- 
ments, in liberal arts, or in hulbandry. 

It might have been expedled that the Englifli, now a nation of confi- 
derable commerce,* would have perceived the benefit of low interefl; 
fo oner than France; yet the fadi was quite otherwife, for intereft was 
not reduced in England from ten to eight till the year 1624, new: from 
eight to fix per cent till fifty years after this time. ■- 
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The many grants of monopolies were now found to be very detri- 
mental to the general profperity, and petitions againft them were given 
in to the parliament. The queen thereupon, before any application 
was made to her, took up the bufinefs herfelf, and cancelled moft of 
the grants, leaving the reft to the due courfe of law. This prudent con- 
dudl of the fovereign was acknowleged by an addrefs of thanks from 
the houfe of commons. 

ido2.— The Ruftia and Turkey companies, at their joint expenfe, 
Tent two fly-boats of feventy and fixty tons, with thirty-five men, com- 
manded by Captain George Waymouth, to make another attempt for 
the north-weft paflage. Having penetrated to the latitude of 63 deg. 
53 min. and finding the fea impailable on account of the ice, he re- 
turned home in July. 

Queen Elizabeth fent Lord Ewre, Sir John Herbert, and Dr. Dunn, 
as her plenipotentiaries, to Bremen, to treat with thofe of Denmark 
concerning peace and commerce, and gave them the following inftruc- 
tions. 

I) Whereas there are certain treaties in the reigns of King Henry 
VII and King Henry VIII with the crown of Denmark, wherein cer- 
tain places and ports in Denmark and Norway are affigned to our En- 
glifh fubjedts, for the trade of fiftiery, habitation, and fuch like, which 
our merchants at prefent are debarred the ufe of, you fliall omit the 
fpecial naming thereof, contenting yourfelves rather to obtain for our 
merchants a free trade and dealing in the king’s dominions, and every 
part thereof, in general terms; the intention of this treaty being to 
eftablifti good amity between us and our loving brother (King Chrif- 
tian IV) for ever; as alfo fome good means of (commercial) inter- 
courfe for our fubjeds. 

II) And with refped to intercourfe (i. e, commercial correfpondence 
by treaty), you are to underftand that our merchants ufe very little 
trade in the dominions of Denmark ; yet, in general terras, mention is 
to be made of kind entreating our fubjeds on both fides, with liberty 
to trade, paying the ordinary duties. 

III) For comings going, and abiding, and (which moft imports 

our- fubjed) for ' the intercourfe of ' our merchants with the Eaft 
countries thinngh the paflage of the Sound ; as alfo of our merchants 
of Mufcovy by the Wardhuys, and of the fifhing of Iceland and Ward- 
huys. , 

As to the paflage of the Sound, our merchants have long fince, by 
their humble fuppUcations,, declared unto us that diey are very much 
abufed, there, as well by dayly increafe of exadions, as by the un- 
certainties of the duties required, with taking light occafions to ftay 
em, fearching their. lhips,.,and .confifcating their goods. ,. 


IV) You may- farthet declare, that as cuftoms are grounded upon ac- 
knowiegment of regality, for prote^ion, permiffion for coming in and 
out, for maintaining deep bays and lights, for repairing ports, banks, 
&c. fo ufe they to be urged with Ibme proportion to the ground thereof, 
ever leaving means to the merchant-adventurer for recompenfe of his 
venture and travail ; and that toils otherwife taken are rather efteemed 
Wilful exacSlions than due and jufl cufloras: and feeing, both by former 
treaties, and for fafety in that palTage (the Sound),, tolls mufi; be paid, 
wherein doubtlefs you fhali find them very ftrid (the bed; part of that 
king’s revenue arifing from fuch perquifites), we leave you to confer 
with the merchants what may be wrought for their reafonable fatif- 
fadion. 

^ Firft, concerning the hundredth penny, it is againft all reafon that 
It mould be otherwife rated than according to the valuation which ap- 
peareth by certificates from the magiftrate of the place whence the goods 
came, and not in that place where he Ihould be both judge and jury. 

Secondly, it is a moft unjufl; thing that the merchant fhould be put 
to the proportion of entry of every particular in every pack, otherwife 
than by certificate as aforefaid. 

^ Thirdly , that in cafe of concealments the mixed goods be not con- 
fifcated, but only what is concealed, or fome double or triple value 
thereof; for it is a great violence that merchants goods fhali be for- 
feited for mariners faults, and it is contrary to two artides of the treaty 
of 1490. . 

Fourthly, there mull alfo be a moderation of meafure of the laftsand 
the laffc-geldt. 

Fifthly, for pafTage of the company of Mufcovy, there was a particu- 
lar contrad made in the year 1583, at the humble fuit of the mer- 
chants, whereunto for the time we gave our confent, with fome modi- 
fication*. 

But it is very unreafonable fervility to look for fuch a power over 
another monarch, in a fea of fuch dimenfions as is between his coun- 
tries and Iceland, when it is well known that none of our fhips do ever 
come within fight of land. We may as well impofe the like toll upon 
all fhips of his country that fhali pafs through any of oufi—channels, or 
about our kingdom^. -Concerning the fifhing at Wardhnys (at the . 
North cape, where thq very fummer precedmg the Danes had feized 
and confifcated the fhips nf Hull for fifhing thereabout without a li- 
cence from them) 5nd in the feas of Iceland, the law of nations does 
allow of fifhing in the fea every where, as alfo of ufing the coafts and 
ports of potentates in amity for traffic, and for avoiding of danger from 
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tempefts * ; wherefor no licence ought to be infifled on, as in old trea- 
ties, for fiihing, &c. on that coaft ; for it cannot be admitted, that the 
property of the fea, at what diftance foever, is confequent to the banks, 
as it happeneth in fmall rivers, where the banks are proper to divers 
men:; for then it would follow, that no fea were common, the banks on 
every fide being the property of one or other. 

To all which the Danifh king replied in this fame year in a letter to 
the queen, by referring to old treaties between England and Denmark, 
which Queen Elizabeth would not allow to be of any force in her days. 
That king moreover in his turn complained of the depredations com- 
mitted by certain Englifh ihips on thojfe of Denmark. [Fcedera, V, xvi, 
#* 425r 441-3 

Upon the whole, the queen’s inftrudtions are lb extremely well pen- 
ned, and the reafonings fo juft for not obferving the obfolete reftridive 
treaties, that it is humbly apprehended they may even be found ufeful 
to minifters and ambafladors of the prefent and future times in fimilar 
cafes, commercial and nautical. 

Queen Elizabeth ifilied a proclamation, prohibiting her fubjeds from 
pirating on the ihips and merchandize of nations in alliance with her; 
under pretence of their belonging to Spain and Portugal (which fhews 
the cqmplaint of the king of Denmark not to have been without 
ground), and for regulating the fale of prizes, &c. {Fcedera.^ /U. xvi, 

436.] 

Ghavin from France now failed up the great river of St. Laurence to 
Canada, but made no fettlement there till the following year. 

The plurality of Eaft-India partnerlhips or focieties, at this time 
formed in Elolland, creating much diforder and clafhing in that com- 
merce, the ftates-general fummoned before them the diredors of all 
thofe companies, and obliged them to unite for the future into one ; 
to w^hich united company the ftates granted the foie commerce to Ea ft- 
India for twenty-one years, from the 20th day of March 1602, and 
their now joint capital ftock confifted of 6,600,00c guilders (or about 
L600, 000 Sterling). This joint capital ftock was proportioned in the 
following manner, viz. 

AmfterdaBS-to have one half of the faid capital, and twenty direc 
tors. . 

Middleburg one fourth of it, and twelve diredors. 

Delft, Rotterdam, Enchuyfen, and Hoorn, each one fixteenth part, 
and feven diredors, -making in all fixty diredors from all thofe places. 
Or more minutely, by other accounts, 

and other Hmilar declarations by Elizabeth, they 
would^havc furuifhed excellent arguments in 
Man^ Iiherum^ 


^ ^vHqw different is this language from that of 
two next fucceffors, and of Selden in his 
' 3 Grotius feen tbefe inffrutSions, 


y ^ thufum P 
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Subfcribed by Amfterdam 
■ Middleburg 

Delft - 
Rotterdam 
Hoorn 
Enchuyfen 

Total fubfcribed 6,449,211 10 8 

Each of which places eleded a number of diredors, fent out a number 
of fhips, and received returns, all proportioned to the fums thus fub- 
fcribed; and at each of thofe places there is an Eafl-India office, called 
their chamber. 

The Dutch united company fent this year a fleet of fourteen fliips to 
India, and made great advantage by the voyage. 

Queen Elizabeth iflued a proclamation, after the unaccountable hu- 
mour of that age, in fbrefeeing dangers that have never yet happened, 
nor are ever like to happen, from an increafe of the fuburbs of the city 
of London, though a,t prefent much more confiderable than in her 
days. All that can be laid for her zeal herein is, that the greatefl: 
judgments are fometimes biafled by popular miftakes and clamour. 
The common objedflon, that the head (i. e. London) was become too 
large for the body (i, e, England) firfl; began to be made about this 
time, and has been frequently llarted fince on various occafions, we 
apprehend without Iblid grounds, the increafe of buildings in London 
being principally the confequence of an increafe of our general com- 
merce. She therein fays, that forefeeing the great and manifold in- 
conveniencies and mifchiefs which day ly grow, and are like more and 
•more to increafe unto the ftate of the city of London, and the fuburbs 
and confines thereof, by accefs and confluence of people to inhabit the 
fame, not only by reafon that fuch multitudes could hardly be govern- 
ed by ordinary juftice to ferve God and obey her majefty, without con- 
flituting an addition of more officers, and enlarging of authorities and 
jurifdidions for that purpofe, but alfo could hardly be provided of fuf- 
tentation of vidlual, food, and other like neceflaries man’s relief 
upon reafonable prices : and finally, for that fuch great multitudes of 
people inhabiting in fmall rooms, whereof many be very poor, and 
fuch as muft live by begging or worfe means, and being heaped up to- 
gether, and in a fort fmothered, with many families of children and 
fervants in one houfe or fmall tenement, it muft , needs follow if any 
plague or other univerfal ficknefs come amongft them, it would pre- 
i'ently fpread through the whole city and confines, and alfo into all 
parts of the realm. 
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For. remedy thereof, ilie commands all perfons to defift from any 
new buildings within three miles of any of the gates of London, and 
only one family to inhabit one houfe. And having, in the 22d year of 
her reign, publiflied certain ufeful orders and decrees for inforcing her 
then proclamation, farther corroborated by ad of parliament in the 
35 th year of her reign, yet the faid mifchiefs daily increaling, through 
the negligence of magiftrates, &c. fhe now commands the lord mayor 
of London, &c. faithfully to execute the following articles, viz. I and II 
articles the fame with thofe in the flatute of the 35 th of this queen, al- 
ready exhibited under the year 1593 *• 

III ) Such tenements as have been divided within thefe ten years in 
the forefaid limits, the inmates to be avoided prefently, if they have 
no ehate for life, lives, or years, yet enduring ; and for fuch as have 
fuch eftate or term, then as the fame fhall end, the tenement to be re^ 
duced to the former Hate. 

IV) All flieds and fhops to be pulled down, that have been ereded 
within feven years pall. 

V) Empty houfes, eroded wdthin feven years paft, not to be let to 
any, unlefs the owner fhall be content that they be difpofed of for fome 
of the poor of the parifh that are deflitute of houfes, at fuch rents as 
they fhall allow. 

VI) Buildings on new foundations not yet finifhed, to be pulled, 
down. With fundry other regulations not material enough for us to 
tranfcribe. 

We find, by letters from the Emperor Rodolph II, that the Hanfe 
towns were now willing to enter into an amicable treaty with Queen 
Elizabeth, to which he underllands the queen not to be averfe. And 
he appoints the treaty to be held at Bremen, notwithftanding his own 
imperial mandate of 1597, with the concurrence of the German diet, 
again fl the monopolizing company of, the Englifh merchant-adventur- ' 
ers, who in that year refided at Staden, commanding them to depart the 
empire in three months time. [Fcedera, V. xv, 458.] 

But the queen and nation were become too wife to let the Hanfea- 
tlcs return again to their old methods of commerce in England, now fo 
greatly interfering with the commerce of her own people. 

Queen ElizSucth and the king of Denmark, after fome fharp letters 
on both fides concerning the exadions and depredations mentioned un- 
der the preceding year, agreed to fend their plenipotentiaries to Bremen, 
where the queen had two treaties to manage at the fame time, neither 
of which came to any thing. 

At that congrefs, the Danes flrenuoufly infilled that the Englifh fhould 
pay the new tolls in the Sound and the lafl-geldt ; that the Ruffia com- 


^ Sec above m the years 1580 and 1593- 


pany iliould continue to pay the loo rofe-nobfes yearly, for pafllng the 
North feas to Archangel j and alfo that the Englifh fhould not fi£h at 
Ferroe, Iceland, nor Wardhoufe, without a licence from Denmark ; and 
fo the congrefs broke off. 

All thofe pretenfions, excepting the toll in the Sound, are long fince 
wifely dropped by the Danilh court, as points untenable in thefe more 
enlightened times. 

After fixteen years fufpeniipn of failing from England to America,, 
owing to the unfuccefsful attempts of Raleigh, &c. in the later part of- 
the laft century, Captain Gofnol, who was an expert failor, and had been 
employed in thofe former attempts, mow made a vojage to the coafts of 
Virginia *, where he traded with the Indians for peltry, faflafras, cedar- 
wood, &c. in latitude 42, in the Country now called New England. 
On Martha’s vineyard (an ifland fo named by him) he fowed Englifh 
corn, which he faw come up kindly, and returned home, making a pro- 
fperous voyage. 

For his credit it ought to be related, that be was the fir ft Engliftiman 
who found out the fhorter courfe to the coafts of North America, with- 
out failing (as hitherto) to the Weft-Indies, and through the gulf of 
Florida; which, befide the great compafs about, was alfo much more 
dangerous, more efpecially in palling that gulf. And in the year follow- 
ing two Briftol fhips traded there, as did alfo Captain Gilbert from Lon- 
don, with the Indians i and alfo with thofe of St. Lucia, Dominica, Ne- 
vis, and St. Chriftopher, ifles not yet planted. 

In this laft year of Queen Elizabeth’s reign one more expedition was 
fet on foot againft the coafts oft Spain, where, with eight of the queen’s 
fhips, and fome hired ones, commanded by Sir Richard Levifon and Sir 
William Monfon, the Spanifh flota was unfuccefsfully attacked : yet they 
had better fuccefs in attacking a number of fhips in the haven of Ce 
zimbra; two of which they deftrcf^ed, and from thence carried home a 
rich carrack worth a million of ducats. Soon after, feven of the eight 
fhips which had efcaped from Cezimbra were deftroyed near Dover by 
Sir Robert ManfeL . 

1603. — After innumerable diftracftions, many rebellions and infur-^ 
reftions, and much confufion, the entire pacification bf Ireland was this 
year effedted, by the abfolute fubmifiion of the grand'rebel Tyrone to 
Queen Elizabeth’s mercy, he not knowing (fays ^r James Ware’s Hif- 
tory of Ireland) that the queen died fix days before. During Queen 
Ehzabeth’s reign, ^ays Sir John Davies) ftie fent over more men, and : 

The reader will remember, what has been al- name of Virginia to the whole continent of North * 
ready obferved, that the Englifh then gave the America. $ . 
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"fpent more treafure, to fave and reduce Ireland, than all her progenitors 
fince the conqueft. 

Queen Elizabeth died 24th March 1603, and was fucceeded by James 
' VI king of Scotland, the firfl: monarch of Great Britain 

The acceflion of Scotland to the crown of England has undoubtedly 
proved a great benefit to the later, not only as thereby a moft danger- 
ous back-door was for ever fhut againfl France or any other foreign 
enemy; but likewife as it has largely fupplied England with flout and 
able men, both for the land and fea fervice, befide other benefits need- 
lefs to be enlarged on. But King James’s acceffi on was Undoubtedly de- 
trimental to the Scots in many refpedls. It carried away the court, 
their principal nobility and gentry, as well as foreign miniflers and many 
other flrangers; whereby the trading people were deprived of much 
money that ufed to be fpent in that country. It confiderably decreaP 
ed the demand for both foreign and home commodities. It alfo de- 
creafed the number of their people, and thereby created difcontent ; all 
which however were afterward well made up by a communication of 
the Englifh trade and colonies to Scotland, the refult of the more happy 
confolidating union in the year 1707. 

The refort of the Scottifh nobles to the court (which their anceftors had 
fhunned as much as poflible) completed the union of London and Wefl- 
minfter, by converting the antient country villas and gardens of the ci 
tizens, and the interjacent cottages, into a continued flreet, which is called 
the Strand. 

King James, at his acceflion to the crown of England, called in all the 
Ihips of war, as well as the numerous privateers which the Englifh mer- 
chants, during Queen Elizabeth’s reign, had fo fuccefsfully employed 
againfl Spain, and by which they had done infinite damage to the com- 
merce of that nation, declaring himfelf to be at peace with all the world. 
The king’s pacific difpofition gave an «pportunity to mercantile and co- 
lonizing adventurers to plant and improve the colonies of Virginia, New 
England, Bermudas, and Newfoundland (if the laft may even at this day 
be termed a colony) as alfo to make a confiderable progrefs in the trade 
to the Eafl-Indies. ' * The royal navy too was increafed in his reign to al- 
moft double the number of Queen Elizabeth’s own fhips of war, viz. 
from thirteen to twenty-four men ofiwar.’ The largefl of Queen Eliza- 
beth’s fhips at her death was of 1000 tons, carrying 340 mariners, and 
.40 cannon; and the fmallefl of -600 tons, carrying 150 mariners, and 
30 cannon, befide fmalier veflels occafionally hired of private owners. 

*, King Jame.i faicl of his prcdcccffor Elizabeth, ‘ that f'.c was one, who in wifdom and felicity of 

government furpaffed all princes iince the days of Augiiftus,’ \}Velnx}QQ{fs Memoirs^ An 

• comparifun. M.* ' - 


A. D. 1603. 231 

Accofding to Sir 'William lAori£oxi, [Naval traBs,Py^^ ^ were 

not above four mercbant fbips now in England of four hundred tons 
burthen. 

King James ilTued a proclamation for annulling feveral monopolies, 
and at the opening of his firft parliament fpoke iharply againfl them ; 
although afterward he gave great encouragement to them, 

Henry IV, king of France, feeing that it was in vain to prohibit thn 
exportation of gold and filver, unlefs thofe things for which they were 
fent were made at home, that the ufe of filk was become fo common 
(more efpecially among the fair-fex) that they defpifed the woollen 
clothes fo univerfally and frugally worn by their anceftors, redoubled 
his exertions, during the prefent feafon of tranquillity, to encourage and 
extend the propagation of lilk-worms, and the manufadure of lilk. He ; 
procured workmen to conduct a manufacture of tapeftry from Flanders, 
where it had long flouriflied, and alfo introduced the manufadure of 
fine earthen ware from the Netherlands. He revived the glafs-houfes 
which had been firft fet up in the reign of Henry'll, in imitation of 
thofe at Venice, and fet up a linen manufadure. He alfo made rivers 
navigable; and his attempt to unite the Loire and the Seine, at a vafl 
expenfe, was a laudable, though unfuccefsful, undertaking. In his 
buildings, gardens, &c. his improvements fhewed the greatnefs of his ge- ■ 
nius for the arts. \_Thuani Hiji. L. exxix.] 

It was not till this year that the French began to fettle in the coun- - 
try called Canada, or New France, on the north fide of the river St. Lau- 
rence, near the place named Trois Rivieres, but they did not get fo high 
as Quebec till the year 1608. They proceeded to fettle on the north 
fide only of that river, between Quebec and Montreal, till 1629, when 
Sir David Kirk reduced the'whole to the obedience of England.. 

The weekly bills of mortalityar-London began now to be regularly- 
kept as in our days ; yet many of thofe biJEin earlier times-have been 
loft. And even thebillsin theinmoft modern condition afford but an im^ 
perfedf conjecture of the- magnitude of London, as comprehending only 
the chriftenings and burials of thofe of the eftablifhed church, although 
the diflenters of all denominations are very numerous. Thofe alfo who 
are buried in St. Paul’s cathedral, in the abbey-churc h at Weftminfter, 
in the Temple church, the Rolls chapel, Lincoln’s Iim chapel, the Gharter- 
houfe, the Tower, and fome other parts, are find to be entirely -omitted, 
Before the laft- plague .of 1665, the yearly bills were much more fre- 
quently filled with that difeafe than, to our comfort, they have been 
fince, owing probably to the more airy and open rebuilding of London 
after the great conflagration in -the year 1666,. and the greater plenty of 
fweet water. 
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iBy an ad againft the importation of foreign corrupt hops, and brew- 
ing with fuch, it appears, that, though hops were produced in abundance 
in England, dill feme were imported, as it makes heavy complaints of 
the adulteration of foreign hops, in the facks of which were found great 
quantities of ftalks, powder, fand, draw, &c. by means whereof the 
fubjeds of this realm have been of late years abufed, &c. to the value 
of L2o,oco yearly, befide the, danger of their healths, [t Jac. I, c. 18.] 

The houfe of commons granted the king during life a fubddy of ton- 
nage and poundage for the guard of the feas, in fo abjed a dyle, (the 
words, your majedy’s poor commons, being frequently repeated) and fo 
unworthy of the fpirit of free-born Engliihraen, that it is the lefs to be 
wondered at that his fon and fucceflbr made fo free with this fubfidy 
without confulring his people, [r yac. I, £. 33 ] 

The tonnage duty was 3/" for every ton of wine, and i^for an aum of 
Rheiiifli wine. 

The poundage was i/on every 20 / value of goods exported and im- 
ported, excepting woollen cloths exported, and fidi exported taken by 
Englifh fubjeds. 

By this fame ad they granted him Lr ; 1 3 : 4 on every fack of wool ex- 
ported, and the fame for every 240 woolfels, to be paid by aliens only, 
who fhoiild alfo pay 2/ for every 20 / value of pewter exported by them. 
Yet the following year King James by proclamation prohibited the ex- 
portation of wool, which, indeed, it Was high time to do, our' own ma- 
nufadure of it being now fo confiderable, and fo much fent into foreign 
parts, as to employ or work up all, or near all our own wool at home. 

About this time the Englifh Eafl-India company fettled their fadory 
at Surat, in the province of Cambaya or Guzuratte, and were foon fol- 
lowed thither by the Dutch. And there, at firft, the Portuguefe, pre- 
tending to the foie and exclulive commerce to India, were very trou- 
blefome to both Englifh and Dutch, by feizing their fhips and merchan- 
,dize, and murdering their people : yet in the end both thofe nations, 
but more efpecially the Dutch, took a complete revenge on the Portu- 
guefe in India. ■ " 

We may on this occafion briefly remark the very great benefits 
which both t he ci ti^ and potentates of Eafl-India have reaped from the 
coming of the" 1 Europeans thither j and more efpecially the dominions 
of the Mogul, by the great increafe of his cufloms, and of his towns 
and fea-ports. Even this famous town of Surat, though now the firfl 
port of the continent of India for maritime commerce, was little better 
than a village till that time, though fince containing above 200,000 
fouls. The Europeans, moreover, have inflruded the Eaft-Indians in 
many forts of manufadures, &c. and more particularly in building bet- 
ter and fafer fhips. 
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The Poitiiguefe in India had been in pofieffion of the coafis of Cey- 
lon (as we have related) ever fince the year 1 505, when they ere<9;ed 
their firft fort at Columbo, where the bell cinnamon on earth grows. 
Zoares, the Portuguefe general, obliged the king: of Ceylon to pay the 
king of Portugal an annual tribute of 1 24,000 pounds of cinnamon, 
twelve rings fet with moft pretious Hones, and fix elephants ; as on the 
other hand, the Portuguefe engaged to afiifl: him againfi: ali bis enemies. 
But the Moors fettled in Ceylon, being jealous of the Portuguefe, found 
means to interrupt the harmony between the king and them; neverthe- 
lefs the Portuguefe, in fpite of ail oppofition, at length fortified them- 
felves quite round that extenfive illand. The Hollanders, however, 
doomed to be the perpetual fcourge of the Portuguefe in India, firft 
landed there in this year, and went to Candy the capital, to wait on the 
king, in order to contract a friendfhip with him, which excited the jea- 
ioufy of the Portuguefe, who were not, however, fo foon fupplanted as 
they apprehended. {ChurchilV s Voyages, V. iii, p. 573.] 

The Dutch Eaft-India company fent out this year twelve Ihips, which, 
however, mifcarried in attempting Mozambique and Goa; yet they 
took feveral Portuguefe fliips : they alfo drove the Portuguefe from Am- 
boyna and Tidore in the Moluccos. This year their company divided 
15 per cent on their capital of 6,459,841 guilders*. 

At this time Sir Waiter Raleigh laid before King James a fmall elTay' 
in manufcript, intitled Obfervations concerning the trade and com- 
merce of England with the Dutch, and other foreign nations ; but being . 
not much regarded at that time, he got it a fee on d time laid before that 
prince a little before his execution, probably in hopes of pardon^. Its 
main drift was to demon Hr ate the five following propofitions, or how 
many w^ays England fupinely fufiered other nations (who had little or 
no means or materials of their own to work upon) to carry away the 
trade of the world. 

As, I) That foreigners, (he meant principally the Hollanders) by the 
privileges they allowed to ftrangers, drew multitudes of merchants to live 
amongft them-, and thereby enriched themfelves. 

II) By their {lorehoufes or magazines of all foreign commodities, 
wherewith, upon every occafion of fcarcity, they are enabled to fupply 
other countries, even thofe from whom they broughTThofe very com ■ 
modities. 

III) By the lownefs of the cufioms of thofe foreign nations, (here he 
ftill means the Dutch.) 

all,, and Have given the whole at onee m the coiti*'- 
prehenfive form of a table clown to the year 1796,* 
which will bc/fo-:und-,iiiifertedi:'unde-r;- the'.ycar',''! ,'799®'^. ; 


^ Mr. Anderfon has occafionally given the fub- 
fequent dividends of the Dutch EaiWndia com- 
pany, but frequently from erroneous authorities. 
I have therefor takeuthe liberty of cancelling them 

Yon. IL, 
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IV) By the ilruciure or roominefs of their fhipomg, holding much 
merchandize, though failing witti fewer bands than our ihips, thereby 
carrying their goods much cheaper to and frorn foreign parts than we 
can ; whereby the Dutch gain ail the foreign freights, whilft our fhips 
lie flill and decay, or elfe go to Newcaftle for coals. 

V) Their prodigious fifhery, of which they make fuch vaft returns 
yearly. 

After thefe five propolitions, he goes on to remark on the freedom 
‘from cuftom allowed by the Dutch, for any newly ereded trade. That 
even in France all nations may freely buy and fell, being free of cuftom 
outwards twice or thrice in the year. That at Rochel and in Britany 
there is free cuftom all the year round, and alfo in Denmark ; except- 
ing between Bartholomew-tide and Michaelmas. That the Hanfe 
towns imitate the Dutch in thofe wife regulations, whereby they alfo 
abound in riches and all manner of merchandize, have plenty of money, 
and are ftrong in ftiipping and mariners, fome of their towns having 
near one thoufand fail of ftiips. 

That the Dutch and other petty ftates ingrofs the tranfportation of the 
merchandize of France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turkey, and the Eaft 
and Weft Indies ; all which they carry to Denmark, Sweden, Poland, 
and other northern parts, and bring back the bulky commodities of thofe. 
northern regions into the fouthern countries. Yet is England bet- 
ter fituated than Holland for a general ftorehoufe. No fooner does a 
dearth happen of wine, fifh, or corn, &c. in England, than forthwith the 
Embdeners, Hamburghers, and Hollanders, out of their ftorehoufes load 
50 or 100 fhips or more, difperfing themfelves round about this king- 
dom, and carrying away great ftore of coin and wealth, thus cutting 
down our merchants, and decaying our navigation, not with their natu- 
ral commodities, but with thofe of other countries. 

Arafterdam is never without 700,000 quarters of corn, befide what 
they dayly vent, though none of it be of the growth of their country ; 
and a dearth of only one year in England, France, Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, &c. is juftly obferved to enrich Holland for feven years after. In 
the laft dearth fix years ago in England, the Hamburghers, Embdeners, 
and Hollanders fupplied this kingdom from their ftorehoufes; and in a 
year and a halF'carried away from the ports of Southampton, Exeter, 
and Briftol, near LzoOjOOo; and from other parts of this kingdom, (more 
particularly including London) it cannot be fo little as Lz ,000,000 
more, to the great decay of your kingdom, and imppverifliing of your 
people, difcredit and difhonour to the merchants, and to the land. 

The Dutch, &c. have a continual trade into this kingdom with 500 
or 600 fhips yearly, with merchandize of other countries, ftoring them 
up here until the price rife to their minds ; and we trade not with fifty 
fhips into their country in a year. 




V 





A. D. 1603. 235 

He goes on to obfefve very truely, that unlefs there be a fcarcity or 
high prices, ail merchants avoid the parts where great impofitions are 
on merchandize ; which places are ufually ilenderly (hipped, ili-ferved, 
and at dear rates, often in fcarcity, and in want of employment for 
their people : whereas the low duties of the wife ftates above named 
draw all traffic unto them, and the great liberty allowed to (Irangers 
makes a continual mart ; fo that whatever excifes, 8cc, they may lay 
upon the common people, they are fure ever to eafe, uphold, and main- 
tain the merchants by all poffible means, thereby to draw the wealth 
and (Irength of Chriftendom to themfelves : and although the duties be 
but fmall, yet the vaft exports and imports do greatly increafe their re- 
venues j which vaft commerce enables the common people not only to 
bear the burden of the .excifes and impofitions laid on them, but alfo to 
grow rich. 

In former ages, the city of Genoa, as appears by their antient re- 
cords and fumptuous buildings, had a vaftly extended commerce, whi- 
ther all nations' traded, being the ftorehoufe for all Italy and other parts : 
but after they laid fo great a cuftom as 1 6 per cent, all nations left trad- 
ing with them, which made them give themfelves wholly to ufury ; and 
at this day we have not three (hips go thither in a year. 

On the other fide, the duke of Florence having laid fmall cuftoms on 
merchandize at Leghorn, and granted great privileges, he has thereby 
made it a rich and ftrong city, and his ftate flourifhing. 

Next, Raleigh comes to his favourite point, the fiihery. The greateft 
fiflfing that ever was known in the world is upon the coafts of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland ; but the great fiihery is in the Low Countries and 
other petty ftates, wherewith they ferve themfelves and allCbriftendom. 

I) Into four towns in the Baltic, viz. Koningfberg, Elbing, Stetin, 

and Dantzick, there are carried and vended in a year between 30,000 
and 40,000 lafts of herrings, which, being fold but at Li 5 or L16 the 
laft, is about - - L620,ooo o o,> 

And we fend none thither. 

II) To Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and the ports ■ 
of Riga, Revel, Narva, and other parts of Livonia, &c., 

above 1 0,000 lafts of herrings, worth - - 170,000 O” o; 

And we fend none at all to thofe countries., 

III) The Hollanders fend into Ruliia near 1.50,0 lafts 

of herrings, fold at about 30/” per barrel, is: - 27,000 o. o. 

And we fend thitker about twenty or thirty lafts. 

IV) , To Staden, Hamburgh,. Bremen,, and Embden,. 
about 6000 lafts of fifir and herrings, fold at about Li,5, 

or Li 6 per laft, - - 100,000 o o; 

And we none at all.. 
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V) To Cieves and Juliers, up the Rhine to Cologne 
andFrankfortontheMame,andfooverallGeriT'aRy,- 
near 22,000 lafts of fifh and herrings, fold at L20 per 

lall (and we none), is - - - 440,000 o o 

VI) Up the river Meufe to Maeftrecht, Liege, &c. 
and to VenloOj Zutpheri, Deventer, Gampen, Swoli, &c. 
about 700G falls of herrings, at L20 per lait (and we 

none at ail), is _ _ - - 140,000 o o 

VII) To Guelderland, Artois, Hainault, Brabant, 

Flanders, Antwerp, and up the Scheldt, all over the 
archduke’s countries, between 8000 and 9000 lafts, at 

Li 8 per lail (and we none), is - - - 162,000 o o 

VIII) The Hollanders and others carried of all forts 
of herrings to Roan alone in one year, belides all other 

parts of France, 5000 lafts (and we not 1 00 lafts), is 100,000 o 0 

Total llerling money, - Li, 759,000 0 0 

Over and above thefe, there is a great quantity of filh vended to the 
Straits. Surely the dream is neceflary to be turned to the good of thjs 
kingdom, to whofe fea-coads alone God has fent thefe great bleffings 
and immenfe riches for us to take ; and that any nation diould carry 
away out of this kingdom yearly great mades of money for filh taken 
in our feas, and fold again by them to us, mud needs be a great dilho- 
nour to our nation, and hinderance to this realm *. 

Raleigh goes on to other branches of the Dutch commerce, viz. that, 
although abundance of corn grows in Poland, Livonia, &c. yet the great 
dorehoufe for grain, to ferve Chridendom, &c. in time of dearth, is in 
the Low Countries. 

The vintage of wines and gathering of fait are in France and Spain, 
but the great do res of both are in the Low Countries : and they fend 
near 1000 fail of fhips yearly into the ead countries with fait and wine 
only, bedde what they fend to other places ; and we not one diip in 
that way. 

The exceeding great groves of wood are in the ead countries, chiefly 
wfthin the Baltiix; but the large piles of wainfcot, clapboai-d, fir, deal, 
mads, and other timlaer, are in the Low Countries, where none grows, 
wherewith they ferve themfelves and other parts, and this kingdom ; 
and they have 500 or 600 great long fhips continually ufing that trade, 
and we none at all. 

The wool, cloth, lead, tin, and divers other commodities, are in Eng- 
land ; but by means of our wool, and of our cloth going out rough, un- 

This account of the magnitude of the Dutch taken great pains to obtain accurate information. 
fiOiery was quoted fixty years after by the grand There is, however, good jeafon to fufpedl that it 
peufionary De Witt, as believing that Raleigh had is not entirely free from exaggeration. M* 


dreffed, and undyed, there is an exceeding manufadory and drapery in 
the Low Countries, wherewith they ferve themfelves and other nations, 
and greatly advance the employment of their people at home and traf- 
fic abroad, and in proportion fupprefs ours, 

We fend into the eaft countries yearly but loo fhips, and our trade 
chiefly depends on three towns there, viz. Elbing, Koningfherg, and 
Dantzick ; but the Low Countries fend thither about 3000 fhips, trad- 
ing into every city and port-town, vending their commodities to ex- 
ceeding profit, and loading their fhips with plenty of their commodi- 
ties, which they have 20 per cent cheaper than we, by reafon of the 
difference of the coin j and their filh yields ready money. They fend 
into France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy, about 2000 fliips yearly with 
thofe Eafl-country commodities, and we none in that courfe. 

They trade into all cities and port-towns of France, and we chiefly to 
five or fix. 

The Low Countries have as many fliips and veffels as eleven king- 
doms of Chriftendom have, let England be one. They build every 
year near looo flrips*, although all their native commodities do not 
require 100 fhips to carry them away at once. Yet although we have 
all things of our own in abundance for the increafe of traffic, timber to 
build fhips, and commodities of our own to load about 1000 fhips and 
veffels at once, befide the great filhing, and as fall as they make-their 
voyages might reload again, yet our fhips and mariners decline, and 
traffic and merchants dayly decay. 

For feventy years together we had a great trade to Ruflia f , and even 
about fourteen years ago we fent ftore of goodly fhips thither ; but three 
years pafl we fent out four thither, and lafl year but two or three fhips : 
whereas the Hollanders are now increafed to about thirty or forty fhips, 
each as large as two of ours, chiefly laden with Englifh cloth, herrings 
taken in our feas, Englifh lead, and pewter made of our tin, befide 
other commodities all which we may do better than they. And al- 
though it (Ruflia) be a cheap country, and the trade very gainful, yet 
we have almofl brought it to nought by diforderly trading. So like- 
wife we ufed to have eight or nine great fliips go continually a filhing 
to Wardhoufe, and this year but one. 

God hath blefi; your majefty with copper, lead,* iron, tin, alum, cop- 
peras, faffron, fells, (i. e. ffiins) and many more native commodities, to 
the number of about 100; and other raanufadures vendible, to the 
number of about sooo ; befide corn, whereof great quantities of beer 
are made, and moftly tranfported by flrangers ; as alfo wool and coals. 

^ With refpeO: to this number ol built f There was a trade with RufTia at the port of 
annually, it may be obferv^ed, that the whole of Narva long before the route by the North cape 
the Bricifh dominions, even in the pi*efent very ex- was difeovered. 
tended date of Britifu commerce, have never built 
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Iron ordnance, a jewel of great value, far more than it is accounted, 
by reafon that no other country (but England) could ever attain unto 
it, although* they had attempted it with great charge. 

Raleigh, moreover, tells the king, that there were about 80,000 un- 
dreffed and undyed cloths annually exported from England, whereby 
L400 ,ooo per annum, for fifty-five years paft (being above twenty mil- 
lions), has been loft to the nation ; which fum, had the faid cloths been 
drefled and dyed at home, would have been gained, befide the farther' 
enlarging of traffic, by importing materials for dying, and the increafe 
of cuftoms thereon. Moreover, there have been annually exported in 
that time, in bayes, horthern and Devonfhire kerfies, all white, about 
50,000 cloths, counting three kerfies to one cloth, whereby five millions 
more have been loft for want of dying and drefling. 

Our bayes are fent white to Amfterdara, and there drefled, dyed, and 
fhipped for Spain, Portugal, 8tc. where they are fold by the name of 
Elemifti bayes ; fo we lofe the very name of our home-bred commodi- 
ties. ' 

Speaking again of the fifliery, he aflerts, that the great fea-bufinefs 
of fifhing employs near 20,000 fhips and velTels, and 400,000 people year- 
ly, upon the coafts of England, Scotland, and Ireland,, with fixty fhips 
of war, which may prove dangerous. The Hollanders alone have about 
3000 fhips to fifh with, and 50,000 men are employed yearly by them 
on your majefty’s coafts aforefaid ; which 3000 fhips employ near 9000 
other fhips and veflels, and 150,000 perfons more, by Tea and land, to 
make provifion, to drefs and tranfport the fifh they take, and return 
commodities ; whereby they are enabled yearly to build looo fhips and 
veftels. 

King Henry VTT, defiring to make his kingdom powerful and rich 
by an increafe of fl)ips and mariners, and for the employment of his 
people, moved his fea-ports to fet up the great and rich fifliery, promif- 
ing them needful privileges, and to furnifh them with loans of money ; 
yet his people were flack. That by only twenty fifliing-bufles, placed 
at one fea-coafl town, where no fhip was before, there muft be to carry, 
recarry, tranfport, and make provifion for ohe bufs, three fhips ; like- 
wlfe every fhi p fe tting on work thirty feveral trades. Thus thofe twenty 
bufles fet on work near 8000 perfons by fea and land, and caufe an in- 
creafe of near 1 000 mariners, and a fleet of eighty fail of fhips in one 
town, where none were before. 

In the conclufion he ftrongly recommends what lie calls a ftate-mer- 
chant, from which he promifes a great increafe of commerce, manufac- 
tures, fhipping, and riches ; yet, as far as appears from his general ac- 
count of it, it feems to be no more than for the king to give him leave 
to name a number of commilfioners, to be veiled % his majefty with 
authority to take examinations upon oath, and in other refpecls to re- 
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gulate commerce to the heft advantage ; which fcheme feems much the 
fame with the prefent board of trade and plantations, eredled in the 
year r 696. 

Raleigh’s eflay on commerce was a maflerly performance for the time 
in which it was written, yet he is fometimes miftaken ; for inftance, his 
advice to raife the nominal value of coin above its intrinfic value, or, 
in other words, above the price of bullion in other nations, v/hich he 
thinks would be a means to keep our coin to ourfelves. Yet in this 
point Raleigh may be excufed, feeing that fo lately as the years 1695 
and 1696, when the filver coins were fo fhamefully impaired as to re- 
quire a general recoinage, an otherwife able and diligent fecretary of 
the trealury fell into the like miftake, as will be related in its place. 

His theory is good in refpedt of the great advantages accruing to the 
public by dying and fully dreffing our cloths before exportation ; never- 
thelefs, we fhall fee Alderman Cockayne’s patent for that end in the 
year 1615 prove unfuccefsful, although thofe arts have fince been gain- 
ed by us gradually, and without force, which a compulfory law in King 
James’s reign could not efFe< 5 l:. King James’s attempt alfo in the year 
1 623 to eredi: granaries of corn, in imitation of Holland, proved abort- 
ive. The fifhery is much altered iince Raleigh’s time : people, eveq 
in popifli countries, are become more delicate in their palates, and lefs 
fond of a falt-filh diet ; yet it mull be allowed that there is ftill a great 
demand for faked fifh in many countries. 

Upon the whole, although fome part of this eflay may poflibly lie 
under the cenfure of exaggeration, yet its hiftorical and critical remarks 
render it very deferving of a place in commercial hiftory. 

Befides the eftablifliment of a company of mines-royal eredled in 
1563, and another for mineral and battery-works in 1568, King James 
now incorporated the earl of Pembroke and others, for better continu- 
ing the corporation (of the loth of Queen Elizabeth) of the fociety of 
mineral and battery-works ; yet notwithftanding the adts of parliament 
of the I oth and 39th of Elizabeth, and fundry grants of King James 
and of King Charles l and II, with prohibitions of foreign iron-wire 
and wool-cards ; and that the company of mines-royaT was united in 
1668 to that of the mineral and battery-works, whereof Prince Rupert 
and the earl of Shaftfbury were then eledled governors ;*two ads of par- 
liament, neverthelefs, (in 1689 and 1693) declared no mines to be 
royal, either of copper, tin, iron, or lead, even though gold and fliver 
fhoLild be extraded therefrom j provided, however, that the crown may 
have the pre-emption of thole metals, paying for copper ore L16 per 
ton, tin L2 per ton, iron La, and lead Lp per ton. Thefe ads greatly 
difcouraged the above named focieties, and gave rife to the mine- 
adventurers company, now alfo in a very languifliing condition in our 
days. 




By a ftatute of this year [c. 25] •when w'heat is not above Li : 6 : 8 
per quarter, rye, peafe, and beans, 15/, and barley and malt 14/ per 
quarter, they may be exported in Englilh fliips, paying cuftom, ;^per 
quarter for %vheat, and for the other kinds. 

1604. — An ailembly of Hanfeatic deputies now appointed a folemn 
embalTy to foreign nations, for the renewal of their mercantile privi- 
leges, in the name of the cities of Lubeck, Dantzick, Cologne, Ham- 
burgh, and Bremen. They firfl addrelled King James, who, becaufe 
they brought no letters from the emperor, foon difmiiled them with 
the following anfwer of his privy council. 

That as their privileges were heretofore adjudged to be forfeited, and 
thereupon refumed by the king’s predeceflbrs, in refpedt of the breach 
of conditions on their part, fo it can no way Band with the good of 
the fate to reflore them again to the faid privileges. And with this an- 
fwer they departed nothing contented. [Thuani Hifl. L. cxssi, — Win- 
wood’s Memoirs, V.ii .1 

The Hanfeatics went thence to the court of France, where they met 
with abundance of good words, but nothing elfe ; and then they went 
to the court of Spain, where, probably for the emperor’s fake, they had 
fome fuccefs. 

King James I having determined to make peace with all nations, a 
treaty was fet on foot at London between his minifters and thofe of 
King Philip III of Spain, and of the Archduke Albert, and the Arch- 
duchefs Ifabelia Clara Eugenia, for the Netherlands. What was then 
concluded relating to commerce is in fubftance, viz. 

I) All fliips of war, and letters of marque and reprifals, to be called 
in on both fldes. 

II ) King James’s garrifons in the cautionary towns fhall not fupply 
the Hollanders whth any military ftores, nor any other afliftance what- 
ever, during their revolt from Spain, 

III) There fliall be a free and uninterrupted commerce between the 
dominions of both parties, as it was before the late wars, and as agree- 
able to former treaties of commerce ; with free accefs to each others 
ports, fo, however, that no number exceeding fix (hips of war fhall en- 
ter into any port on either fide without previous leave, 

IV) The merchandize of England, Scotland, and Ireland, may be 
freely imported into the Spanifh dominions, without being obliged to 
pay the new impofl of 30 per cent, and fhall pay none but the old du- 
ties. 

V) With refpecfl to the merchandize which King James’s fubjedts 
fhall buy in Spain, they fliall likewife be exempted from the faid new 
impofl of 30 per cent, provided they bring away the faid merchandize 
in their own fhipping, and unlade them either in the Britifh dominions 
or in the Spanifh Netherlands j but they fhall not carry them any where. 
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elfe without paying tBe^new impoft, unlefs it be to France, after Spain 
fhall have adjufted her differences with that crown. 

VI) There fhall be no interruption of commerce in either country 
on account of difference in religion. 

VII) The effedts of perfons dying in either country fhall be carefully 
kept for their executors or adminiftrators. 

• VIII) Six months time fhall be allowed, in cafe of a rupture, for 
merchants in either country to remove their eflfedls. 

IX) The fhips of neither contradling party flrall be detained in the 
ports of the other country, nor be made ufe of for war, without their 
refpedive fovereign’s confent. {Fcedera, V. p. 

In eonfequence of this treaty King James incorporated a company of 
merchants for an exelufive trade to Spain and Portugal ; but this mono- 
poly being found to be very prejudicial to commerce, was in the follow- 
ing year fo ftrongly remonftrated againft by the houfe of commons, that 
the patent was revoked, and the trade to thofe countries left free to all 
as before, by adf of parliament. [3 Jvzc. /, c. 6.] 

The king gave licence to Sir Edward Michelborne and his afibciates, 
to go with their fliips on the difcovery of Cathaia, China, Japan, Corea, 
and Cambaya, and the ifles thereto belonging, and to trade with the faid 
countries and people (not as yet frequented and traded unto by any of 
our fubjedts or people) without interruption, any reftraint, grant, or 
charter to the contrary notwithftanding. [Fcedera, V. xvi,p. 582] This 
licence was diredtly contra didory to the following claufe in Queen^li- 
zabeth’s charter of incorporation to the Eaft-India company, viz. ‘ None 
‘ of the queen’s fubjeds but the company, their fervants or afigns, fliall 
‘refort to India, without being licenced by the company, upon pain of 
‘ forfeiting fhips, cargoes,’ &c. Yet he and Captain John Davis went 
this year with one fliip and a pinnace to Bantam, but (according to Pur- 
chas) performed nothing memorable. 

The Englifh Eafl-India company fent out four fhips under Sir Henry 
Middleton. At Bantam he loaded two fliips with pepper, going with 
the other two to the ifles of Banda, famous for the trade of nutmeg and 
mace. At Amboyna, fo eminent for cloves, he loaded a good quantity-; 
and there he found the Dutch at war with the Portjaguefe about the fo- 
vereignty of that imrportant ifland. In their return homeward one of 
their fhips was loft, but the other three got fafe home in the year i6o6. 

The following record fhews the very great difference of times and 
feafons then and no^v. Its title is, QimmjJJio p 7 'o tobacco, wherein King 
Janies fets forth, that whereas tobacco being a drug of late years found 
out, and brought from foreign parts in fmall quantities, was taken and 
ufed by the better fort, both then and now, only as phyfic, to preferve 
health, but is now at this day, through evil cuflom and the toleration 
thereof, exceflively taken by a number of riotous and diforderly per-fons 
VOL.II. till 
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of meat! and bafe condition, who do fpend moid of their time in that 
idle vanity, to the evil example and corrupting of others ; and alfo do 
confume the wages which many of them get by their labour, not caring 
at what price they buy that drug. By which immoderate taking of to- 
bacco the health of a great number of our people is impaired, and their 
bodies weakened and made unfit for labour ; befides, that alfo a great 
part of the treafure of our land is ipent and exhaufted by this only diugj 
fo licentioufly abufed by the meaner fort. All which enormous incon- 
veniencies we do well perceive to proceed principally from the great 
quantity of tobacco dayly brought into this our realm, which excels 
might in great part be reflrained by fome good impofition to be laid 
on it. Wherefor, we command you our treafurer of England to order 
all cuffcomers, comptrollers, fearchers, furveyors, &c. of our ports, that, 
from the 26th of Oaober next, they fhall demand and take for our ule 
of all merchants, as well Englilh as ftrangers, and of all others who mall 
bring in any tobacco, the fom of fix {hillings and eightpence on. every 
pound weight thereof, over and aboVe the cuftom of twopence upon the 
pound weight ufually paid before, &c. V. xvi, ^. 601.] 

this king, hs well as his fon and fucceffor, had a mortal hatred to tobac- 
Co, and as it was, moreover, all brought from the Spa.nifh Weft Indies, 
it is no wonder he laid a tax on it equal to a prohibition, had it been 
legally impofed and ftri<ftly executed. He then little apprehended that 
in procefs of time the tax "on the tobacco of his own colonies would 
vield a very confiderable {hare of the public revenue. W^e may add, 
what is obvious to all, that he had no right to lay on fuch a duty with- 
out the confent of parliament. ; 

The king ilTued a proclamation for the reformation of the com, and 
for coining new money. [Fosdera, V. xvi, p. 605.] . . 

The new coins were pieces o? 2of, lof, Sfi 4 /> gold; and 

pieces of 5/, 2/6, 1/, 6d, 2d, id,^ and an halfpenny, in filver. _ 

The barbarous cruelties committed by the Spaniards in Chili, as well 
as in other parts of America, fo incenfed the natives, that they deftroy- 
ed five of the thirteen Spaniftt towns in that country with much llaugh- 
te-r. It is even faid that a confiderable part of Chili ftill preferves its 

native independence.. ‘ ' 'f’ ' * -c. vn 

1605 We have alrea<iy feen t 1 ^ charters of two- temporary Enghih 

Levant or Turkey companies expire ; and as fuch limited grants are al- 
ways difcouraging to the adventurers. King James now gave a perpe- 
tual charter to a new company, by the defignation bf the merchants of 
England trading to the Levant feas. It is what is called in England a 
regulated company (there being as yet no joint ftock companies exift- 
ingji fi^y^^'TOCmber trading on his own particular bottom, though un- 
der fuch regulations as ihould be fettled at dieir own general courts. 
The -charter grants to a number of 'perfons therein named, and their 
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fons, and all others thereafter to be admitted or made free of the com- 
pany, annually to ele<St a governor, deputy-governor, and eighteen af- 
fiflants, to manage all matters relating to the trade, freedom, &c. All 
the king’s fubjedts, being merchants, under the age of twenty-fix years, 
on requiring the fame, and paying L25 to the company, and if above 
twenty-fix years of age, paying L5d, lhall be made free of this com- 
pany, and all their apprentices ftiall be admitted to its freedom on pay- 
ment of 2of only. 

Thus a mofi: profitable commerce to England was eftabliilied in per- 
petuity *, whereby great quantities of our woollen manufadures, and, 
of later times other merchandize, as watches, jewels, &c. "have been 
exported thither. The Venetians, for many ages, fupplied Conftantin- 
ople and other parts of the Levant with woollen cloth and other mer- 
chandize; but the Englifli being able to afford their cloths cheaper than 
the Venetians, drove them totally out of the cloth trade to Turkey. 
The author of the Trade’s increafe, publifhed; in 1615, fays, that at 
firft this company’s ordinary returns were three to one ; and this has 
generally been the cafe in newly difcovered trades. <* 

It is true that Turkey is not a country to get a great and dire< 9 : ba- 
lance from, yet the raw filk brought from thence has been the means 
of bringing our filk manufadbure to its prefent magnitude ; and as we 
have alfo from thence cotton, mohair yarn, and dying ftuffs in great 
quantities, we may juflly efteem this trade profitable to the public for 
the advancement of many forts of manufadures. From the Levant alfo 
come drugs, coffee, carpets, ^c. 

Captain Ley fettled with fome Englifhmen on the river Weapoco in 
Guiana ; but fupplies mifcarrying, they were forced to abandon that 
fettlement. Voyages, PI ii.J 

King Jaihes this year coined gold pieces called units, value 2qf, 
double crowns 10/, Britain crowns 5^. thiftle crowns 4./, and half 
crowns 2jh ; and next year he coined rofe-rials of 304 fpur- rials of 
and angels of lof. His filver coins were in all refpeds the fame as be- 
fore. , , ■ 

As every improvement and increafe of the metropolis of the Britifli 
empire indicates the increafe of its general wealth .and commerce, 'We 
fhall not fcruple to take notice that an ad of "parliament was palled 
[3 Ja. /, c. 22] for paving St. Giles’s and Drury-lane, wherein St. Giles 
in the fields is defcribed as a town feparate from the great contiguity, 
very foul and mify, and till now unpaved. What we now call Broad St, 

How far the exclufirc privileges of the com- have been afferted to be now prejudicial to the Bri- 
patiy may be profitable to the nation at large, Is . tifh commerce and m.annfa^flures, by Mr. Eton, 
now .called in q uellion ; and indeed their privileges in his Survey of the TurhiJlj empire, 8vo, 1798. M* 
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Giles’s, is in this a£i called ‘ the ftreet in that part of the town of St. 

' Giles leading to Holborn.’ 

About this time coaches began to be in pretty general ufe among the 
nobility and gentry in London ; but hackney-coaches and ftage-coaches 
to and from the country were ilill unknown. 

Philip ill king of Spain iffued a fevere declaration, prohibiting the 
inhabitants of the United provinces from trading to the dominions of 
Spain, or to the Eaft or Weft Indies. But the Dutch Eaft-India com- 
pany were fo far from being thereby overawed, that it rather infpired 
them with frelh refolution and diligence ; for they prefently fent out 
eleven fhips, prepared as well for war as for commerce. Theie were 
foon followed by eight more, well fupplied with foldiers, who were to 
keep garrifon in the Eaft-Indies, ’ where they at firft reduced the fort of 
Araboyna, and after taking feveral Spanifti and Portuguefe prizes, they 
entirely diflodged thofe two nations from the Molucco ifles. But with- 
out tiring the reader with all the feveral voyages of that Dutch com- 
pany, and their numberlefs advantages over the Spaniards and Portu- 
guefe in India and at fea, we fhall here only fummarily obferve that 
they- foon obtained full pofleffion of an immenfe commerce there, and 
in time eftablifhed their fadlories and fettlements from Balfora at the 
mouth of the river Tigris in the Perfian gulf, along the coafts and 
ifles of India even to Japan, making alliances with many Indian princes, 
being moreover fovereigns in many parts, of India, particularly the 
coafts of Ceylon, Palicat, Mafulipatam, Negapatam, and many other 
places along the coafts of Coromandel, Cochin, Canonor, Cranganor, 
and other places along the coaft of Malabar, and the beft part of the 
great ifle of Java, with Batavia, their great emporium there, the centre 
of all their Indian commerce : they are alfo fovereigns of the Moluccos 
and other fpice iflands ; and at length they became fo potent as to be 
able to fend out a fleet in India of forty or fifty capital fliips, and a land 
army of 30,000 men. 

The riches brought home to Europe by the feveral nations now trad- 
ing to the Eaft-lndies, having excited the emulation of the court of 
Denmark to attempt a fliorter way thither by the north-weft, although 
fo"'often before fruitlefsly attempted by others, King Chriftiern IV this 
year fent out three fhips into Frobifher’s ftraits, which traded with the 
natives, fome of whom they brought home to Copenhagen. I'hey re- 
peated thefe attempts thither for feveral fucceeding years, but made no 
material difcovery. 

1606. — The people of Hull, who had long frequented the filhery 
®n the coafts of Iceland and Norway, made alfo fome eflays for that 
pa&ge on the coafts of Greenland ; and now alfo the Ruflia and Eaft- 
India companies joined in fending out John Knight, who had been fent 
tether the preceding- year by the, court of Denmark j, but he returned. 
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without any difcovery. They now began to kill morfes, or fea horfes, 
by lances, whofe teeth being in thofe times efleemed better than ivory, 
they brought home many of them, and much of their oil, and alfo 
thirty tons of lead ore from Cherry ifland, fo called becaufe difcovered 
in 1603 by a Ihip belonging to Sir Francis Cherry. 

In the years 1608 and 1610, the Ruffia company took pofleJiion of 
Cherry ifland, and brought home confiderable quantities of morfes 
teeth and oil. In Gull ifland they difcovered three lead mines and a 
coal mine. 

In the third of King James, an aft of parliament palled, with di- 
reftions how a paflage may be made by water from London to Oxford-; 
but as this law did not anfwer expeftation, it was repealed. 

In this year a new treaty of peace, commerce, and alliance, was con- 
cluded between King James and Henry IV king of France, for their 
mutual defence againft Spain, and for fupporting the United Nether- 
lands. What relates to commerce is in fubflance as follows, viz. 

T) The duties and cuftoms in both countries to be the fame as in 
former treaties. 

II) In the ports of London for England, and of Rouen, &c. for 
France, all controverlies between merchants fhall be referred to two 
merchants of each nation, who lhall be called confervators of the com- 
merce, and lhall take an oath for the faithful execution of their office, 
and lhall be appointed anew every year. They lliall fee to the juftnefs 
of weights and meafures, and thofe in France to the goodnefs of En- 
glifh woollen cloth ; and what lhall appear to be bad fhall be re-export- 
ed to England, but without contifcation, or the paying of any duty at 
the removal or return, of fuch cloth .- 

III) If in any Ihip of either party there be found goods not entered, 
which fliould have paid cullom, only the unentered goods, but none of 
the others- in. the lliip, lhall he forfeited. 

rV)- Merchants dying in either country may freely bequeath their 
effefts according, to the laws and cuftoms of their own refpeftive coun- 
tries. 

V)' All letters of rep rifals lhall be called in on both lides. IFoedera ^ . 
F. xvi, p. 645.J _ 

N. B: In this treaty the ifles of Guernfey and Jerley are by name in- 
cluded.. 

An Englilh minifter was now for the lirll time appointed to relide in 
Turkey, by King Jatnes’s letters-patent to Thomas Glover, to be. his en- 
voy and agent in the dominions of Sultan Achmet the grand lignior, . 
who has freely given his confent that our merchants may trade to his 
dominions. Liberty is 'hereby given to the faid Thomas Glover to re- 
flde in what part of Turkey he lhall think heft, and to appoint confuls 
for the good government of the Englilh in the. other, proper ports. ..This 
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was in confequence of the newly incorporated Levant company of the 
preceding year, ereded in perpetuity. 

Henry, the patriotic king of France, ereded a council for the encou- 
ragement and improvement of commerce ; and he perfevered in his en- 
deavours to introduce new manufadures in his kingdom. Befides thofe 
already mentioned, mills for working and cleaning of iron, manufac- 
tures of gauzes and thin linen cloth,* cloth and ferges, and gilt leather, 
were eftabliflied in various parts of France. 

Captain Gofnold having given an advantageous defcription of Virgi- 
nia, as Raleigh and others had done before, the gentlemen and mer- 
chants of England began to entertain frefh hopes of planting a perma- 
nent colony there ; and both the London and Briftol merchants had for 
three or four years . paft, traded (as Gofnold had alfo done) for fuch 
commodities as the Indians on the coafls of that country could fupply. 
Captain Gilbert alfo in this year firft landed in the great bay of Chefa- 
peak, where he loft his life. Moreover, Captain Weymotith, fitted out 
by the earl of Southampton and the Lord Arundel of Wardour in 
the year 1605, had traded alfo on thofe coafts with the Indians, barter- 
ing his beads, knives, combs, &c. for their furs, Ikins, &c. to vaft pro- 
fit. At length, after much folicitation. Captain Gofnold obtained of 
King James a charter for two companies. 

The firft company confifted of Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George So- 
mers, Edward Wingfield, Efq. Mr, Hakluyt the induftrious compiler 
of a collection of voyages, and others, who, under the name of the 
South Virginia company^ or the London adventurers, had a patent for aft 
the lands in America comprehended between the 34th and *41 ft degrees 
of north latitude, which are now called Maryland, Virginia, and Ca- 
rolina. 

The fecond company was called the Plymouth adventurers, who were 
empowered to plant and inhabit as far as to 45 degrees of north lati- 
tude, including what are now called Penfylvania, New Jerfey, filew 
York, and New England. But thefe laft did not plant till fome years 
.afterwards. 

The London company fent out two (hips, in which went Mr. Percy, 
the earl of Norjbumberland’s brother, and four more of the council 
of that company, carrying with them a clergyman, fundry artificers 
and tools, provifions, ammunition, &c. They landed and fortified three 
miles froni the mouth of Powhatan (now James river) within Chefapeak 
bay, and gave their firft fettlement the name of James town, which 
it ftill retains. This therefor was properly the firft Englifli colony on 
the continent of America which took root, and has proved permanent 
to our days, all former attempts having proved abortive. Here one 
hundred men fettled, with all neceflaries, and Captain John Smith (who 
has written the firft account of the country) was left to be their princi- 
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pal manager ; and the carl of Southampton joining himfelf to this com- 
pany, procured Sir Thomas Dale (an experienced foldier in the Nether- 
land wars) to be their firft governor. Some of the other principal ma- 
nagers were Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir John Danvers, Sir Maurice Abbot, 
Alderman Abdy, &c. Thefe gentlemen prevailed on the great Sir 
Francis Bacon to write his excellent inftrudlions concerning new colo- 
nies, which are printed amongft his other eflays. 

It is very true that the yellow ifinglafs dull found in James river, 
and other golden dreams, did for a while fufpend the proper improve- 
ment of that infant plantation, which was alfo greatly obflrudted by 
their many fquabbles with the natives, then very numerous there ; but 
as they were regularly fupplied with neceflaries and recruits from Eng- 
land, they at length furmounted all difficulties, the greateft of which ■ 
were perhaps their own inteftine divifions^ and bad conduct, often bring- 
ing them into diftrefs. 

The company of merchant-adventurers of the city of Exeter obtained * 
an adl of Parliament [4 I, c. 9] confirming a charter which Queen 
Elizabeth had granted them, in the year 1560, for an exclufive trade to 
the dominions of France. This was a proper monopoly legally efta- 
blifhed, but only as far. as related to the reft of the inhabitants, who 
were not free of that company, for which this llatute affigns as a reafon 
the inconveniencies arifen from the exceffive number of ignorant artifi- 
cers, &c. who in that city took upon them to ufe the fcience, art,- and 
myftery of merchandize. 

In the fame feffion of parliament, and the very next flatute, the town 
of Southampton obtained power to exclude every one from merchan- 
dizing, and buying and felling in that town, who was not free of it, 
with an exception, however, of the barons and freemen of the Cinque , 
ports, whofe privileges of buying and felling there are hereby preferved 
entire.- Both thefe monopolies, though merely local, would neverthe- - 
lefs in our more experienced days be deemed by -wife men an unreafon- 
able reflraint. 

1607 — Camden now publifhed his lafl and improved edition of his 
mofl valuable work, intitled Britannia. Since his time the condition jsf 
many Englifh towns is greatly altered for the better.,— by the general in- 
crease of; commerce. For inftance, fpeaking of Lyme in Dorfetfhire, 
he calls it a little town, fcarcely to be reputed a feaport town or haven, 
though frequented by fifherrnen; yet this once contemptible place is 
now become a gre'^t town, and a port of good (hipping, having, a fine 
pier and many opulent merchants. 

The tov.rn and port of Poole, alfo in the fame county, is greatly in- - 
creafed in fhips and merchants fince a little before Camden’s time, when 
according to him the, bulk of its inhabitants were a few fiftiermen. 



The feaport town of Sunderland had no exiftence in Camden’s time, 
otherwife it could not have efcaped the notice of that accurate author 
and the like may be obferved of Falmouth, now a well frequented port. 
Of Norwich we have elfewhere noted the great improvements ; and the 
like may be remarked of Briftol, and yet much more of Liverpool ; 
alfo of Newcaffle, and many others, both feaports and inland towns, 
where manufactures now greatly fiourifli, as Leeds, Halifax, Birming- 
ham, Manchefler, 8cc. 

It mud; however, be admitted on the other hand, that fome few Eng- 
lilh towns have decayed, which in old times were much more confi- 
derable, particularly the cities of York and Lincoln. The latter efpe- 
cially muft have had a fudden as well as a very grievous decay in Cam- 
den’s time, who obferving how much the city of Lincoln was funk un- 
der the weight of time and antiquity, adds, ‘ that of fifty churches 
‘ which were remembered to have been in it by our grandfathers, there 
‘ are now fcarce eighteen remaining.’ Since Camden’s time they are 
reduced to’ thirteen fhabby ones. 

Since we are upon this fubject of the increafe and decline of cities, 
Thuanus (wLo likewife wrote in 1607), fpeaking of the famous com- 
mercial city of Dantzick, obferves, that from a fmall and obfcure be- 
ginning it has fince fo greatly increafed, that at this day it may be 
efteemed the mofi; frequented and richeft emporium, not only of the 
north and weft, but even of the whole earth, which was probably fay- 
ing rather too much, as Amfterdam may be prefumed to have been 
then much more frequented by flipping, of greater magnitude, of a 
more extenfive commerce, and more opulent than Dantzick. But be 
that as it may, Dantzick is fince in fome degree declined from its former 
profperity, though ftill a noble and opulent city. 

King James gave a charter for feven years to Richard Penkevell of 
Cornwall, Efq. and his colleagues, for the foie difeovery of a pafiage to 
China, Cathay, the Moluccos, and other parts of the Eaft-Indies, by 
the north, north-eaft, or north-weft. They were hereby incorporated 
by the name of the colleagues of the fellowfliip for the difeovery of the 
north pafliige, and 'were to enjoy for ever all the lands they ftiould dif- 
cover (not alreadxjiuund by any Chriftians), referving tp the crown 
the fuprerae fovereignty, and alfo certain prerogatives, duties, &c. 
[Fcedera, K xvi, p. 660.] But as nothing followed (that we can learn) 
from this charter, we need fay nothing farther about it. 

Captain Henry Hudfon (whether connected with the above company 
or not is uncertain) now failed as far north as Bo-|- degrees, in queft of 
the paflage ; and he repeated his attempt in the tollowing year to as 
little purpofe, after having in vain tried a north-eaft, paflage by Nova 
Zembla the fame year. His name, however, is perpetuated; by being 
given to a great bay in the northern part of America. 2 
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There having been of late years many inclofures of heaths, commons, 
and other wafte grounds in England, the poor peafantry or cottagers 
of feveral counties made a kind of riotous infurredtion on that account, 
which however was foon quelled. 

The Englifh Eaft-I ndi a company now fent out their third voyage 
Vrith three fhips ; but as it would be equally tirefome and unprofitable 
to relate what is to be found in fo many other works, it is fufficient to 
remark that the fuperior induftry of the Dutch in India had already 
been beforehand with us at the fpice iflands, of which they foon after 
this time made themfelves fqvereigns, as they remain at this day, and 
that the Portuguefe jefuits at the mogul’s court ftili continued equal ene- 
mies to both Englifh and Dutch in India* 

Under this year Mezeray (though a popifli author) writing of the 
reign of King Henry IV of France, highly commends the fiate of Ve- 
nice for wifely confulting the true interefl of their people j for, finding 
many inconveniencies from the indifcreet zeal of perfons, efpeeially on 
their deathbeds, in the year 1603, they prohibited the building of 
churches, convents, or hofpitais, without the fenate’s perraiffion ; and 
in 1605 enabled that no ecclefiaftic be allowed to leave, bequeath, or 
engage any goods to the church ; that none flsould henceforth give any 
eftate in lands to the clergy, nor to religious orders, without the confent 
of the fenate, tvho would allow of it upon good confideration. And 
upon the pope’^s ftorming thereat, the fenate anfwered, ‘ that it was not 
‘ juft that fueh lands as maintained the fubje<fts, and were to bear the 
‘ charges of the ftate, fhould fall into mortmain and they quoted the 
like practice of the > emperors Valentinian and Charlemain, of all the 
French kings from St. Louis to Henry III, of Edward I king of Eng- 
land, of the Emperor Charles V, 8cc. And (what is moft memorable) 
although the pope interdicted the republic and excommiuiicated the fe- 
nate, yet many of their bifliops and clergy flood firm to. tlie fenate, in 
fpite of all ..the thunder of the Vatican, 

1 608'.^ — The manufacture of alum was now invented and fuccefsfully 
practifed in England, being bappily encouraged and- propagated in 
Yorkftfire by Lord Sheffield, Sir John Bourcher,. and other landed 
■gentlemen of that county, to the very great benefit of England in 
neral, and to the Angular great emolument of t1le“^roprietors thereof 
to this day. King James was a great encou-rager. of thefe alum works,, 
having, by the advice of his’-minifters,. afiumed. the monopoly of it to 
himfelf ; and the]»efor he prohibited the im.portation of foreign alum. 

But that king was not at all fuccefsful in his laudable zeal for the 
propagation of filk in England, ip imitation of King Henry IV of' 
France. He this year fent circular letters into all the counties , of Eng- 
land for planting mulberry trees ; for which end he caufed printed in- 
ftruClions to be puhlilhed, as alfo for breeding and feeding filk-worins-.. 
Voi,.,IL. I i'- 
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‘ Having feen,’ fays King James, ‘ in a few years fpace, that our bro- 

ther the French king hath, fince his coming to that crown, both be- 
‘ gun and brought to perfection the making of f lk in his country, 
‘ whereby he hath won to himfelf honour, and to his fubjeCts a mar- 
‘ vellous increafe of wealth.’ This was very true ; but experience has 
fhewn that neither that king nor any of his fucceflbrs have been able to 
propagate filk in any place north of the river Loire, and much lefs fo 
far north as about Paris. 

Neither have any later attempts in England for this purpofe fucceed- 
ed ; our climate being apparently too cold for it. But the climate in 
Carolina and Georgia is better fuited for filk -worms than the very 
fouthernmoft provinces of Spain, France, or Italy ; which therefor 
it is earneftly hoped will foon be effedually encouraged, as very hope- 
ful and confiderable beginnings have already been made But as the 
bringing of fo great a matter to any degree of perfedion will require 
many hands and much expenfe, it feeras very well to merit the confider- 
ation and aid of the public ; the quantity of raw filk of the very beft 
quality already produced in thofe two provinces giving rational ground 
for hoping that perhaps even the very next generation may enjoy the 
fubftantial effeds of the prefent endeavours for the propagation as well 
of filk as of wines, potafhes, cochineal, and fundry other excellent new 
productions^ ; more efpecially confidering the encouragement annually 
allotted for thofe and many other noble purpofes by the honourable and 
ever to be applauded fociety for the encouragement of arts, mantffac- 
tures, and commerce, lately eftablifhed in our own time. 

Hitherto the Englifh were but little Ikilled in the arts of dying and 
dreffing their own woollen cloths ; they therefor ufually fent them white 
into Holland, where they were dyed and dreffed, and then fent back to 
England for fale. It is furprifing that thofe who made the fined; cloths 
in the world could not finifli them : but the fad was really fo. Aider- 
man Cockayne, and fome other merchants, refleding on the great profit 
thereby made by the Hollanders, propofed to the king to undertake the 
dying and dreffing of cloths at home, to the great profit of the public 
and his majefly ; whereupon Cockayne obtained an exclufive patent for 
iffand the king vyas to have the monopoly of the fale of fuch home-dyed 
cloths. The king thereupon iflued a proclamation, prohibiting any 
white cloths to be fent beyond fea, 'Ind feized the charter of the com- 
pany of merchant-adventurers, w’hich empowered them to export white 
.^cloths. The Hollanders and German cities, on the t)ther fide, prohi- 
bited the importation of all Englifh dyed cloths. Thus w’as commerce 
thrown into confufion, Cockayne being difabled from, felling his cloth 
any where but at home : befide that, his’%loths were worfe done, and 
yet were .dei^reiT>' than thofe done in Holland. ' There was a very great 


' clamour therefor raifed againft this new projedl by the weavers, infc- 
much that the king was obliged to permit the exportation of a limited 
quantity of white cloths: and a few years after, (viz. in 1615) for 
quieting the people, he found, himfelf neceflitated to annuli Cockaynels 
patent, and to reilore that of the merchant-adventurers, who feem to 
have gained over the lord chancellor Bacon to their fide, who, in a 
letter to King James (printed in his Rejufcitatio ) concerning Cockayne’s 
new company, complains, ‘ that they at firfl undertook to dye and 
‘ drefs all the cloths of the realm ; yet foon after they wound themfelves 
‘ into the trade of whites. This feeding of the foreigner,’ (meaning the 
Dutch) fays that great man, ‘ may be dangerous. For, as we may think 
‘ to hold up our clothing by vent of whites, till we can dye and drefs ; 

‘ fo the Dutch will think to hold up their manufadHures of dying and 
‘ drefling upon our whites till they caii clothe*! T confefs, I did ever 
‘ think, that trading in companies is moll; agreeable to the Englifh na- 
‘ ture, which wanteth that fame general vein of a republic \vhich 
‘ runneth in the Dutch, and ferves them inftead of a company; and 
‘ therefor I dare not advife to adventure this great trade of the king- 
‘ dom, which hath been fo long under government, in a free or loofe 
‘ trade.’ And thus, merely by proceeding too precipitately, an art, 
which afterward was gradually brought to abfolute perfeflion in Eng- 
land, was now deemed impracticable. 

King James entered into a new defenfive treaty with the fiates of the 
United Netherlands ; engaging to defend them againft all invafions and 
injuries,, and to affifl them with twenty flips of war, from 300 to 600: 
tons burden ; and alfo wnth 6oojd foot and 40o horre; they on tfie other 
fide engaging to airift hinci with 4000 foot and 300 horfe. But this ; 
treaty was not to take place tihiafter the peace now treating of between 
Spain and the fates. 

Another treaty of this fame date concerns the arrears of debt due to 
King James by the fiates, and alfo concerning commercial privileges. 

‘ I) The fiates acknowlege ,L8i 8,408 Sterling to be due to the king,. 
‘ of which fum he will expeCi nothing for the firfl two • years after the 
‘ peace, that they may have time to eflablilh their affairs; and after- 
‘ wards he will be content with. annual payments of L6o,ooa‘ until.^ 

‘ be paid off. < • 

‘ II) The Englifh merchant-adventurers fhall enjoy all their wonted . 
‘ privileges in the feven provinces, for the. mutual advancement of the- 
* commerce of beth nations.’ {Foedera, V. xvi, p.. 66 '^.']i 

Captain Hudfon made fundry difcoveries in North-Virginia,,as it was 
then called, where he alfo gave name to Hudfon’s river. . He is faid to 
have made a formaffale of lands lying on that river in the year 1608, 


* In this his iordfcip was .a true prophet, though. in what he adds. we. may fomcwhat dilTcnt from-- 
him« . 
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including therein Martha’s vineyard and Elizabeth’s iiland, now part of 
New-England, to certain Hollanders 5 who thereupon fet about planting 
and improving very fail. They named the country New-Netherland, 
and built there the city of New-Amfterdam, (fince named New-Yorlc,) 
and the fort of Orange (now Albany) about 150 miles up Hudfon’s 
river. 

In this manner did the Hollanders go on imprmnng their New- 
Netherland, without any effedlual check from England even until King 
Charles II’s firft war with Holland. The ftates-general, in the placart 
or patent eflablifhing their Weft-Tndia company, exprefsly included 
New-Netherland therein ; which, however, we fhali fee in its proper 
place, they were unable to keep. 

1 609. — -Captain Hudfon made a third attempt for a north weft paf- 
fage to China ; but being again obftruded by ice, fogs, and crofs winds, 
he failed back to the ifland of Faro, and thence to Newfoundland, &c, 
and fo home. 

James was the laft king of England who took the benefit of the fta- 
tute, [25 Edvv. Ill] for levying an aid of 2of on every knight’s fee 
immediately held of the king ; and the like fum on every L20 yearly 
in lands, held immediately of the crown in foccage, for making the 
king’s eldeft fon a knight : the aid being in favour of Prince Henry, 
King James’s eldeft fon, not yet created prince of Wales, though fifteen 
years old. \F(xdera, FI xvi, 678.] 

Mr. Harcourt, of Stanton Harcourt, with fixty perfons, fettled on the 
river Weapoco, in Guiana, where Captain Ley had fettled in 1605 j and, 

‘ returning to England, he obtained, by Prince Henry’s intereft, a pa- 
tent for all that coaft, together with the river of Amazons, for him and 
his heirs. But that colony could not ftand it for want of fupport from 
home; which had likewife been the cafe of Captain Ley’s fettlement 
four years before. {Smith's Voyages, V.n.'] 

,K<ng James having iffued a proclamation, prohibiting all foreigners 
from fifliing on the coafts of Great Britain, the Hollanders were obliged 
to enter into a treaty to pay an annual fum for leave td fifti on his coafts. 
And when James would afterwards have broke this treaty, they fup- 
■^orted it, by convoying and guarding their fifhing veffels with Ihips of 
war. , 

After above thirty years war between Spain and the United Nether- 
lands, at length, principally through the mediation of the kings of Eng- 
land and France, a truce was concluded for twelve years, which was 
highly honourable and advantageous to the ftates; and though difreput- 
able. to Spain, yet it gave that crown a breathing time from a war, 
whkh,, according to Mezeray,.had coft Spain more treafure and the 
, lofs of more men than all thofe provinces were worth, and which, had 
it continued longer, would have utterly ruined their trade to the Eaft- 






A- D. i6p9* ' 251 

Indies, and would alfo have totally obllruded their flotas from the Weft*- 
Indies, without which Spain could not fubfift. The Hollanders having,, 
in a few years paft, taken and. deftroyed more than thirty of their great 
galleons; and the Dutch admiral, Heemfkirk, having, in 1607, with 
twenty-fix fliips of war attacked tiie Spanilh admiral Alvarez d’ Avila, 
though one third part flronger, even under the flielter of the cannon of 
Gibraltar, deftroying thirteen Spanifh fhips and 2000 men. Spain was 
alfo under an apprehenfion, that, by continuing the war longer; the Hol- 
landers might through neceility give themfelves up to B'rance, and there- 
by, with the lofs of fcven provinces to France, lofe alfo the reft of the 
feventeen provinces. For, as Sir A¥i]liam Temple obferves, the great- 
nefs of the Spanifh monarchy, fo formidable under Charles V and Philip 
II, began now to decline by the vaft defigns and unfortunate events of 
fo many ambitious counfels v as, on the other hand, the affairs of King 
Henry IV of France were now at the greateft height of felicity. 

On the other hand, the Dutch, notwithftanding their continued fuc- 
cefs, had powerful motives to conclude this truce : ift, They were great- 
ly in debt. 2dly, The French court became weary of the annual con- 
tributions for fupporting them in that war. jdly. King James had well 
nigh forfaken them, becaufe of his favourite fcheme of the Spanifh 
match fof his fon. 4thly, King Henry IV of France, whofe intereft it 
was to difarm Flanders, on which Meze ray owns he intended to feize, 
made ufe of both entreaties and menaces to bring the ftates into this 
truce. 

The greateft difficulty, which Spain the longeft ftuck at, was the 
Dutch trade to the Eaft-Indies ; which point had broke off a treaty two 
years before. At length, however, the truce was concluded on the foot- 
ing of every one keeping what they then pofTefled. 

This year is alfo very memorable for the foundation of the moft fa- 
mous bank of Amfterdam ; a bank, which, as well hi contemplation of 
its never violated credit, of its immenfe treafure, and its extenfive i*fe- 
fulnefs in commerce, mayjuftly be ranked the firft in Europe. The 
commerce of that famous city was now become fo vaft, that the mer- 
chants found great payments in filver very inconvenient, and gold coins 
in any quantity hazardous to keep in their poireffion. ^ It was there:^r* 
prudently judged by the magiftrates and merchsTnis, that if an office 
were cftabliflied for the receipts and payments of all fums of money of 
600 guilders and upwards, (afterwards reduced to 3C0 guilders and up- 
wards) to be duely regiftered in feotdcs kept open at ftated hottrs, it 
would be a legal proof of all fuch tranfadfions, whereby many difputes 
and lawfuits would be prevented ; and, 2dly, If all bills of exchange, 
as well foreign as inland, and limited in quantity, as above, were to be 
paid only .in this office, it would prove a great fecurity to both payers 
and receivers, by preventing many frauds in the payments intrulted to 
. 2 





private perfons. 3dly, To fave the time, trouble, and hazard attend- 
ing the frequent carrying of cafh to this office of record, they faw it 
expedient to lodge their main cafh in that office altogether ; and for 
this end books were opened, wherein each perfon had a diftind: account, 
the whole, or any part thereof, to be transferrable to others at pleafure, 
who thereupon fhould have accounts in bank opened for them, and they 
again to have the like liberty of transferring as above. Ricard (in his 
Traiie general du commerce^ quarto, Amfterdam, 1 706, />. j 70) fays exprefs- 
ly, that the magiftrates of Amfterdam, by authority of the ftates, on the 
31ft of January 1609, eftablifhed themfelves perpetual cafhiers of its in- 
habitants, and that all wholefale payments in commerce and in bills of 
exchange fhould be made in that bank. When the new ftadthuys was 
ereded, this bank office was removed into a large vault of that magni- 
ficent ftrudure ; where (fays Sir William Temple in his Obfervations 
upon the United provinces, ^-. ii) is the greateft treafure, either real or 
imaginary, that is known any where in' the world : and ‘ whoever is 
‘ carried to fee the bank fhall never fail to find the appearance of a 

* mighty real treafure in bars of gold and fiiver, plate, and infinite bags 

* of metals, which are fuppofed to be all gold and fiiver, and may be 
' fo for ought I know. But the burgo-mafters only have the infpedion 

* of this bank, and no man ever taking any particular account of what 
‘ iffues in and out, from age to age, it is impoffible to make any calcii- 
‘ lation or guefs what proportion the real treafure may hold to the cre- 
‘ dit of it. Therefor the fecurity of the bank lies not only in the ef- 
‘ feds that are in it, but in the credit of the whole town or ftate of 
‘ Amfterdam, whofe ftock and revenue is equal to that of feme king- 
‘ doms, and who are bound to make good all moneys that are brought 
‘ into their bank. This bank (continues Sir William Temple) is pro- 
‘ perly a general cafh, where every man lodges his money, becaufe he 
‘ efteems it fafer and eafier paid in and out, than if it were in his cof- 
‘ f:'rs.at home ; and the bank is fo far from paying any intereft for 
‘ what is there brought in, that money in the bank is worth fomething 
‘ more in common payments than what runs current in coin from hand 
' to hand * ; no other money paffing in the tenk but in the fpecies of 
^toin the beft known, the moft afeertained, and the moft generally 
‘ current in all parts of the higher as well as of the lower Germany.’ 

Now, though this great author writes with prudent caution concern- 
ing what he could not certainly determine, yet it is generally taken for 
certain by all others who have written on this bank, 'that there is either 
cafh, or bullion, and pawned jewel's, lodged in the vaults of the ftad- 
rhuys, equal to the amount of the whole credit of. this bank j which 

He miglit have, added, that one fiiver is paid to thie bank for every payment, or transfer of 
ney, and fix (livers for leave to make a transfer under 300 gilder^ befides, ten gilders paid by every 
perf:n in opening an account for him* ' , 
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feme will have to amount to thirty- fix, others to but thirty millions Ster- 
ling. But as they fhut their books twice in a year, for a few days, to 
flrike a general balance, their true capital is then certainly known, 
though probably kept fecret by order of the magiftrates, for prudential 
confiderations. Ricard, before quoted, (in his fecond edition,^, ryr) 
is very exprefs in this particular point ; and, as a proof ot it, fays, ‘ that 

* in the very height of the war in 1672, when the French king had al- 
‘ ready taken the city of Utrecht, (within twenty-one miles of Amfter- 
‘ dam) there was a very great demand (or run, as we term it in London) 

* by the creditors on that bank, to draw out their- money; juftiy fear- 
‘ ing, that if the French king fhould become mafter of Amflerdam, 

‘ they fhould lofe all; yet the bank paid all who came for their mo- 
' ney.’' ^ . ■*. . 

The proper definition of this bank, is not a bank of current money, 
to be received and ifiued dayly, like thofe of London, Venice, &c. but 
is purely a depofit of money, the credit whereof pafTes from hand to 
hand dayly, by figned tickets,' carried to the cafhiers of the bank, di- 
recting them to write off any fura intended to be paid from the ac- 
count of the ower to that of the receiver. But although it be, doubt- 
lefs, an excellent inftitution for fafety, eafe, difpatch, and record, yet 
it cannot be Laid to increafe the general quantity or circulation of mo- 
ney, as fome other banks certainly do ; if it be prefumed, as above, that 
a quantity of treafure equal to the total of their credit ever remains in it; 
any farther than the value of the uncoined bullion, and of the jewels faid 
to be pawned there (by feveral princes, nobles, &c.) amounts to. With 
the above-mentioned dues the expenfe of the management of this bank is 
defrayed ; and what furplus there may be in any one year, goes to the 
fupport of the poor of that city. Bank- money , i. e. credit in the bank’s 
^books, is dayly bought and fold, by means of brokers, who have their 
offices near the bank ; the money w'hereof is commonly of late about 
five per cent better than the real current coin of Holland ; which pre- 
mium is called the a term borrowed from the bank of Venice. 
The rale of varies according to the demand for bank-money, and 
alfo according to the quality or goodnefs of the coins to be paid for 
And this advance or in bank-credit will alwayrs^revent any from 
demanding current ca£h of the bank for it. 

By means of this bank, the magiftrates of Amflerdam are pollelled 
of the bulk of the property of their inhabitants, and thereby have the 
ftrongeft fecurity fbr their fidelity 

^ The beft and moft copious account of the Hope of Amflerdam to Dr. Smith,, who has in- 
bank of Amflerdam, ever pubiifhed in the Englifh feried it in his Inquiry Into the nature and caufes qf 
language, is that which wae communicated hj Mr. ibe njoeaith of nations , F. ii,/. 219, cd, 1 793. M, 
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Sir Robert Cotton, in an eflay, written in 1609, probably for King 
James’s private information, propofed the coining of Li 20,000 in cop- 
per halfpence and farthings, by which the king would gain Li 0,000 ; 
and by an annual increafe of Li 2,000 of thofe coins, he would gain 
yearly Li 000. In order to render this profit to the king effeflual, he 
propofed to prohibit retailers of viftuals and fmall wares from ufing 
their own tokens, (a pradice then univerfal, efpecially in London.) 
‘ For (fays he) in and about London, there are above three thonfand’ 
(perfons) ® that, one with another, call; yearly L5 a-piece in leaden to- 

* kens, whereof the tenth remaineth not to them at the year’s end ; and 
‘ when they renew their ftore, it amonnteth to above Li5,ooo ; and-all 
' the reft of this realm cannot be inferior to the city in proportion. Here- 
‘ by, (he obferves,) ift, thofe retailers made, as much advantage of 
' their own tokens as is now propofed for the king to make by the 
‘ copper coins,’ (which he had before obferved were already in life in 
all the monarchies of Chriftendom.) ‘ 2dly, The buyers hereafter fhall 
‘ not be tied to one feller and his bad commodities, as they are ftill ; 

' when his tokens, hereafter made current by authority, fhall leave him 
‘ the choice of any other chapman. Befides, it cannot but prevent much 
‘ wafte of filver, that there will be no occafion hereafter to cut any bul- 
^ lion into proportions fo apt for lofs : v/hat that hath been may be con- 
‘ jedured, if we mark but of the great quantities, from the penny down- 

* ward, lince Henry VII I’s time ftamped, how few remain; whereas all 
‘ the coins, from threepence upward, which are manual, plenty pafs ftill 
^ in dayly payment.’ This fcheme foon after put an end, in a great 

* me'afure, to thofe private leaden tokens, and introduced the legal cop- 
per coins, as at prefent. It alfo put an end to the coining, of fuch mi- 
nute gold and filver pieces, fo- eafily to be loft. But our great author 
was certainly miftaken in imagining, that, becaufe the leaden tokens of 
private retailers were moftly loft, that metal being naturally very perifti- 
able, the national copper coin would be fo likewile ; or that fo large a 
new annual coinage thereof would be requifite, or that the public 
Would fo great a fum to be circulated as Li 20,000 in half- 

The fuburbs pf London dayjjy increafing,* and confequently the dan- 
ger of fire and fcarcity of water,, fedtwithftanding the many fprings 
brought in leaden pipes into the eity» as well as the many wells with 
pumps almoft every where dug within the city and fuburbs ; an ad of 
parliament was obtained in the ^^^1605 for bringing a frefh ftream 
of running water to the north parts of London from the fprings of 
Ghadwell and Amwell, &c. in the county of Hertford ; giving power to 
-the lord-mayor^ &c. of London to lay out fuch convenient ' ground for 
making the trench for the faid new river, not to exceed, ten feet in. 
hijeadtb, leaving the inheritance in the owners thereof, who are to allow 


a free paffage through their grounds to and from the new cut at all 
times, with carts, horfes, &c. for making and repairing the fame ; for 
which fatisfadtion fhall be made to the owners of the lands, and of the 
mills Handing on the ftreams from which water fhall be taken, to be 
valued by commifJioners, as herein diredled. The lord mayor, &c. fhall 
make and keep up convenient bridges over the faid new cut, at fit places, 
for the ufe of the king’s fubjedts, as well as of the proprietors of the lands 
on each fide, &c. [^ yac. I, 28.] 

In the year following another adt of parliament pafTed, purporting, 

‘ that fince palling the former adl, upon view of the grounds through 
‘ which the waters are to pafs by men of Ikill, it is thought more con- 
‘ venient, and lefs damage to the ground, that the water be Gonveyed 
‘ through a trunk or vault of brick or Hone inclofed, and in fome places, 

‘ where need is, raifed by arches, than in an open trench or fewer. 

‘ Power therefor is hereby veiled in the lord mayor of London, See. for 
‘ that effedt.’ [^Jac. I, c. 12]. Yet notwith Handing this expenfive pro- 
pofal, and alfo another adl of parliament [7 yac. /, c. g] granting to the 
king’s newly -eredled divinity college at Chelfea power to bring water 
in pipes from the river Lea, for fupplying London therewith for their 
benefit (which, with the college itfelf, came to nothing), the new river 
was this year brought into the head or refervoir at Clerkenwell near 
Illington, in the firlt-defigned open trench ; and from thence it has 
been conveyed into all parts of the city and fuburbs in elm pipes. The 
projedtor and manager of this new river was Mr. Hugh,Middieton, citi- 
zen and goldfmith of London, who was thereupon knighted by King 
James ; and the proprietors were afterwards incorporated. 

Although this article may feeni to fome not immediately to relate to 
the hiHory of commerce, yet it in fome fenfe demonHrates the great 
increafe of the wealth of London by commerce, to be able to undertake 
fo vaHIy expenfive a work ; a work fuitable to the power and grandeur 
of antient Rome in its zenith of glory. And to complete the whole 
trench or canal in three years time *, though running the length of 
about 50 miles in its various windings, from near the town of Ware to 
Clerkenwell, with above two hundred bridges over it, we could not 
therefor think this fuccindl account of it would be unacceptable to tSF 
reader. 

In this and the three following years Captain Jonas Poole failed as far 
north as 78 degrees 43 minutes, bn the hope of difeovering a north-well 
paflage, but at the fame time prudently employed part of his time in 
killing whales, &c. r 

In this ftme year amballadors are faid to have come from Japan into 
Holland, and concluded a commercial treaty with the Dutch EaH-India 

^kThe cootliiuation of Slew’s Survey of London makes the commencement of the work on the 20th 
February i6::8, and the coiiclufion of it 29th September i6i3> M» 
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company at the Hague. It feems indeed almoil incredible to many, 
ift. That fo fmail a ftate ihould, between the year 1579, when they 
openly revolted fi'om Spain, and this year 1609, when the famous truce 
before mentioned was concluded for twelve years with that crown, not 
only be able to make head againfi; the then mightieft potentate of Eu- 
rope, and at the fame time fo enlarge their union, by taking in the two 
provinces of Overyflel and Groningen, where many ftrongly fortified 
places were firft to be conquered at a vaffc expenfe of blood and trea- 
iure. 2dly, To enlarge their frontiers in Flanders by the conqueft of 
the important town and port of Sluyce, as alfo of Hulft, and feveral 
other places in what is lince named Dutch Flanders. 3diy, To block 
up the river Scheldt by the forts of Lillo, &c. whereby the famous com- 
mercial city of Antwerp was abfolutely barred from all maritime com- 
merce. 4thly, On the frontiers of Brabant to conquer the flrong places 
of Bergen-op-zoom, Breda, Bois-le-duc, 8cc, and for above three years 
to hold out the town and port of Oftend againft the power of Spain at a 
great expenfe. Sthly, To annoy Spain with powerful fleets in her own 
ports, and to fack fome of the Canary ifles, and that of St. Thome un- 
der the equinodhal line. And yet, during all thofe prodigious expenfes, 
to grov/ opulent, and to be courted by the moft diftant potentates of the 
known word, as well as by many nearer home. What can more effec- 
tually demonftrate the inexpreffible advantages of a general and exten- 
five commerce to a nation than thefe and fuch like inftances while at 
the fame time they fhew the great propenfity of thofe -Netherland pro- 
vinces to trade and induftry, while attended with fo happy an unieii of 
hearts and counfeis in thofe early times ; fearching every corner of the 
earth where any commerce co»uld be had ; pufhing on fo immenfe a 
fifhery alfo as fupplied all Europe, and fo great and extenfive a com- 
merce, and fuch numerous conquefts in India, as amazed all the world; 
while at home they wonderfully cultivated all forts of manufadlures : 
and being fituated as it were in the middle of Europe, they very foon 
made Amfterdam become (what it flill in a great meafure is) the grand 
fforehoufe or magazine of almofl: all the merchandize of the univerfe, 
whither there dayly arrived numbers of fliips from all parts, and from 
whence others dayly failed to all parts. Even in this fame year 1 609. 
they had about i ooTliips employed in the gold-coaft trade, at Guinea 
and the Cipe de Verd ifles, and were fo fuccefsful in that commerce 
that they form began to think of efliablilhing a Weft-India company. 

The Englifh Eaft-India company'.Row fent out butf one fliip, firft to 
Bantam, and thejice to the ifles of Banda, &c, ; but the Hollanders 
being abfolute lords tiiere, they were refufed admittance to traffic, 
Tet the Dutch not being as yet mafters at the ifle of Puloway, this (hip 
obtaiofid.tHtfAcargo of mace,and.nurtee^ ,',They left f^ors there 




for future trade, and returned home after flopping again at Bantam. 
This is ufually called the company’s fifth voyage. 

i6io — Although the fifteen years exclufive trade granted by Queen 
Elizabeth’s charter to the Eafl-India company was not to expire till 
1615, yet King James, on the 31ft of May, in the year i6ro, was pre- 
vailed on to grant that company a renewal of their charter, fetting forth 
the profit and honour which this trade brought to the nation, whereby 
his 'majefly was now induced to render this company perpetual, with 
the ufual powers of making bye-laws, of having a common feal, and the 
other powers in the former charter. 

The E all-India merchants, encouraged by their new charter, now 
built the largell merchant fhip that had ever been built in England, 
being of i too tons burden, which they named the Trade’s Increafe, and 
with her and three others they made their fixth voyage to India. 

At the fame time the king built a fhip of war called the Prince, fu- 
perior to any fhip ever feen in England hitherto, being of 1400 tons 
burden, and carrying 64 cannon. Thus we fee how far fhort the navy 
was of its prefent force and dignity even at this late time. Such a fhip 
at prefent is the fmalleft of thofe which are admitted into the line of 
battle. 

Henry IV, in the midfl of his patriotic labours for the improvement 
of the manufadfures and commerce, and promoting the general happi- 
nefs of France, was aflaflinated in his capital. 

Voltaire, in the introdudlion to his Eflay on the age of Louis XlV, 
gives us a compendious view of the Hate of France at the acceffion of 
Louis XIII. The king ha'd not one fhip of war Paris did not con- 
tain 400,000 people, and there were not four magnificent edifices in it. 
The other cities of the kingdom were like the towns beyond the Loire. 
Every nobleman throughout the provinces lived in a fortified caflle fur- 
rounded with moats, and oppreffed the laborious peafants around him. 
The roads were almofl impradlicable, and the towns under no regula- 
tion. The flate was without money, and the government was as much 
without credit amongfl foreign nations as defedtive at home. The or- 
dinary revenue did not exceed 45 millions. Silver, it is true, being then*^ 
valued at but about 26 livres the mark, thefe 45 millions amounted to 
about S5 millions of the prefent money of France. 

King James granted many patents for the foie vending or making of 
certain merchandize and manufadtures, whereupon the people became 
extremely uneafy and loud againfl all fuch pernicious grants (which in- 
deed were become very great grievances to the fubje(9:s, and obliged the 
king this year to revoke all his monopolies by proclamation. The re- 

^ Voltaire fometimes runs too fall. According of war at Breii and Rochelle, and twenty galleys 
to SuUy:s Memoirs^ France had about fifteen ftiipa in the ports on the Mediterraneari, 
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vocation, however, was afterward forgotten, as will be feen, by him and 
his minifters. 

In the early part of this century there was a prevailing fpirit of ad- 
venturing on new plantations from England. Even the barren and in- 
hofpitable ifland of Newfoundland was reprefented as proper for plan- 
tation in printed accounts, which induced the earl of Northampton, the 
lord chief baron Tanfield, Sir Francis Bacon folici tor-gen era), &c. to 
join with a number of Briftol merchants in obtaining from King James 
a grant of part of Newfoundland, lying between Cape Bonavifla and 
Gape St- Mary’s ; which fets forth. 

That whereas divers of his fubjedb were defirous to plant in the fouth- 
crn and caftern parts of Newfoundland, whither the fubjeds of this real m 
have for upwards of fifty years paft been ufed annually, in no fmali num- 
bers, to refort to filh, intending thereby to fecure the trade of fifhing 
to our fubjeds for ever, as alfo to make fome advantage of the lands 
thereof, which hitherto have remained unprofitable; and the land be- 
ing at prefent deftitute of inhabitants, whereby the king has an un- 
doubted right to difpofe of it, therefor he now grants to Henry earl of 
Northampton, and 44 others therein named, their heirs and afligns, to 
be a corporation, with perpetual fuccefiion, &c. by the name of the 
Treafurer and company of adventurers and planters of the cities of Lon- 
don and Briftol for the colony or plantation in Newfoundland, from 
north latitude 46 to 52 degrees, together with the feas and iflands lying 
within ten leagues of any part of the coaft, and all mines, &.c. fiiving to 
all his majefty’s ilibjeds the liberty of fifliing there, &c. 

Mr. .Guy of Briftol went thither as condudor of the firft colony, who 
is laid to have contraded familiarity and friendfliip with the natives, 
who lived at a diftance from the fouthern and eaftern coafts ; and it is 
faid, that w^Iiile he remained there, viz. for two years, they went on 
very .well. But the illand has never to this day been valuable as a fet- 
tleinent any farther than as a ftation for the fifiiery. 

This year the gallant Spanilh governor of the Philippine ifles attack- 
ed, the Dutch admiral Willart, who had funk a Snanilh galleon richly 
Ir rflun from China, killed him, and took three of his tour Ihips ; where- 
upon the Spaniards^^took from the Dutch the iflands of Tidore and 
Banda. This was the laft fuccefsfiil ftruggle of Spain in thole parts 
againft the Dutch. 

A treaty of commerce, and of a defenllve alliance between England 
an|i France, and for the confirmation of former treaties, was begun in 
the. lifetime of King Henry IV, and concluded by his ion Louis XIll, 
aijtfijnof under the authority of the queen-regent. It is in iubltance 
as fdfews ; . 

I) King Janfies ftipulates, in cafe of France being invaded#, to fupply 
¥4ctQo'foot-foldiers,. armed either with bows, guns, or pikes: and with. 
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eiglit fhips of war, with 1 200 fighting men in them ; all which to be at 
the expenfe of France. 

'll) On the other hand, France fhall fupply King James, in the like 
cafe, with the like number of foldiers and fhips, when demanded. 

III) If any potentate fhall detain or arrefi; any fliips of England, Scot- 
land, or Ireland ; the French king fhall in fuch cafe arrefi: and detain 
the fhips of fuch potentate in his' harbours until thofe of Britifh fubjedts 
be releafed ; and King James promifes the. like for the French king’s 
fubjeds. 

IV) Free liberty to the Englifh fubjeds in France for the private ex- 

ercife of the proteflant religion. ■ 

V) Three months time allowed, in cafe of a rupture^ for the mer- 
chants on both fides to bring away their effeds. 

VI) Security fhall be given by the commanders of the fhips of both- 
parties fetting fail, not to commit piracy or any other violence to the 
other party. [With fundry other articles againfi piratical ads.] 

VII) The Englifh fhips trading to Eourdeaux and into the river Ga- 
ronne, fhall not hereafter be obliged to land and depofit their arms and 
ammunition there : neither fliall the French fhips in England be put to 
the like inconvenience: neither ‘fhall thefe pay the impofition or petty 
dues in England called head-money , warranted by no- law of England. 

VIII) Laflly, with refped to all other commercial matters, the treaty 
of 1606 fhall take place. \Fcedera, V. %v\, p. 694.] 

Captain Hudfon now made his third and lafl; attempt for the difcove- 
ry of a north-wefi: pafktge to China. He entered the ftraits and bay of 
his name, and went 100 leagues farther than any before had dpne, till 
his progrefs was obflruded by ice or by flioal-water, giving the Englifh 
names to many ports, bays, and promontories, which they flill retain on 
all the maps. He traded with the natives, and wintered in the country, 
in which he found Avans, geefe, ducks, partridges, &c. But great dif- 
cord arifing between hiih and the majority of the flip’s company, they 
mutinied, and moft cruelly turned him and eight of his men (who were . 
mofily fick) into an open boat, and they were never heard of more. 
The mutineers returned home with the fliip, though in great diflrefs for 
want of provifions, &c. the ringleaders againfi Captain Hudfon moftl'y 
lofing their lives in the homeward voyage. 

The London adventurers to Virginia (or the firffc colony) now 
obtained the king’s charter, which incorporated them by the. name of 
the treafurer and Company of adventurers and planters of the city of 
London for the'firft colony of Virginia. This was what, was then pro- 
perly called the Virginia company. They were, thereby impowered 
to grant lands to the adventurers and planters; — to appoint a council 
refident in Virginia, to place and difplace officers, &c. The fanguine 
hopes entertained of that colony in thofe times fupported their, fpirits 
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under great expenfes and many difappointments *, and although thole 
firft adventurers were far from being gainers, yet the nation has fince 
reaped a noble harveft from their endeavours. In the tenth year of this 
king’s reign, he granted them all the iflands on the coaH of South Vir- 
ginia. 

i6i i—Th6 Dutch Eaft-India company’s ambafladors to the empe- 
ror of Japan are faid to have now obtained very advantageous terms 
of commerce, maugre all the oppofition of the Spanifh and Portuguefe 
agents there. * 

Henry prince of Wales now fent out his fervant Sir Thomas Button 
to attempt a difcovery of a north-weft pallage to China. He entered 
the bay, which bears his name to this day, on the fouth fide of Hud- 
fon’s bay, where he wintered at a place called Port-Nelfon, fo named by 
him from the captain ot his fiiip, whom he buried there. He difcover- 
ed a great continent to the fouth and weft of that bay, to which he gave 
the names of New North Wales, and New South Wales, and eredted a 
crofs, on which he fixed the arms of England. 

In the tenth voyage of the Englifti Eaft-India company, our people 
had an opportunity of oblerving the vaft commerce of the Portuguefe 
at Surat, where there were no fewer than 240 fail of their merchant 
Clips in one fleet, bound for Cambaya : neverthelefs, our two Chips foon 
after fought and defeated four of their great galleons, and 26 frigates 
from Goa, fent in purfuit of them ; which caufed great joy to the In- 
dians at Surat, by whom the Portuguefe were much hated, who were 
foon to lofe the bulk of this mighty commerce. 

About this time Philip III king of Spain, through the inftigation of 
his bigotted clergy, drove out of his dominions the moft induftrious and 
valuable part of his fubjedts. After the former daughters and expul- 
fions of the Moors and Jews, there were ftill about i ,200,000 * of both 
thofe races of people remaining in Spain, under the charadler of neza 
Chrijiians. Philip II could never be prevailed upon to proceed to ex- 
tremities againft; thefe unhappy people, though it had often been propof- 
ed to him ; but his fon Philip III, being a weak prince, and confequent- 

ly much led by the clergy, was drawn into this cruelty. The Moors 

and Jews were faid to have folicited the protedlion of France, of Eng- 
land, of the Dutch, oTthe king of Morocco, and of the grand fignior, being 
apprehenfive that their inveterate foes the clergy would fooner or later 
bring about their deftrudhon. Rumours had alfo been fpread at this 
time of their intending on a Good Friday to butcher ^11 the old Chrif- 
tians. Upon fuch furmifes and pretences KingPhilip feized all their eftates, 
and expelled them from his kingdom in the moft cruel manner. Priefts 

^ MoR of tlie Spanifh authors reckon the num.- number fomc extenuation of the atrocity an<l fren« 
her only 6oco. Perhaps they think a fmallcr ay of this iignal triumph of fuperftition^ 


were dragged from the altars^judges from the benches, hufbands from the 
arms of their wives, and wives from their hnfbands : not fparing even 
fuch officers of the crown as were allied to the moft antient Chriftian 
families. Many of thofe miferable people were tranfported to Barbary, 
where they joined the race of thofe before expelled, in their revenge 
for Spanifli cruelties, Mezeray fays that fcarcS a fourth part of them 
were able to preferve their wretched lives ; for being looked upon as 
infidels by the Chriftians whither they fled, and as Chriflians amongfl: 
the infidels, they encountered cruelties and death in various fhapes. 
Some were drowned by the very mariners who pretended to tranfport 
them ; others weffe maflacred by the Moors of Barbary. Mr, Cotting- 
ton, the Englifh ambaflador at Madrid, wrote to Mr, Trumbull, the 
Englifh refident at Bruflels, that the Spanifli king had made vafl; prepar- 
ations for deflroying the Morifcoes of the kingdom of Valencia, having 
for that end aflembled 85 galleys, 20 fhips, and 70,000 foldiers. At one 
inftant they feized on all the towns and villages of Valencia, proclaim- 
ing that within three days, upon pain of death, they Ihould all repair to 
the fea-fide, there to be embarked. Many, fearing what fliould after- 
ward be done to them, and attempting to fly, , were immediately execut- 
ed, r The reft (which they fay will be at leaft 80,000 houfeholds) have 
dayly their hands bound, and fo put on board. What they will do with 
them, or whither they will carry them, is yet kept a fecret. Some fay 
there is a commifiion given to put them all on Ihore in Barbary and 
others, (which I rather believe) that it is to caft them all into the fea. 

* Poftfcript. I can almoft affiire you that they have and will throw 
' into the fea, of men, women, and children, above 300,000 perfons. A 

* cruelty never before heard of in any age,’ fays Lord Cottington. 

In another letter to the fame, he fays, ‘ that three of the beft galle- 
' ons and three fmailer ftiips were loft in a terapeft, all fraught with 
‘ Moors. Our Morifcoes (or Moors) notwithftanding we have embark- 
‘ ed at leaft So, 000 of them, are now above 20,000 ftrong in the moun- 
‘ tains.’ in another; ‘ Our -Moors in the mountains are, through fa- 
' mine, forced to come down : their king is hanged in Valencia with 
‘ fome few others, and the reft are embarked for Barbary. We now begiun— — > 
‘ to clear Caftile, Eftremadura, and Andalufia of B^rifcoes alfo.. They 
‘ are to be gone within thirty days.’ In another; ‘ We here turn out 

* our Morifcoes, without fuffering them to carry in fpecie, or in letters,. 

‘ any kind of gold or filver.’ [IVinwood’s Memorials, ¥. iii.], 

This and formef expulfibns deprived Spain of vaft ’ numbers of her 
moft, ingenious and induftrious people, who (had they been treated with 
moderation)- might have been gradually brought over to their catholic 
religion. Now if to thefe Ioffes of people be added thofe great numbers- 
fent to their vaft American colonies, we cannotbe furprifed' that there 
are now, by fome accounts, Tcarce five-millions of people in all the.kingj 
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dom of Spain, thougli about thrice as large as the ifland of Great 
Britain, wherein are about twice that number of people. By thefe de- 
populations, and by their bigotry, lazinefs, and pride, that fine country, 
from being once one of the mofl populous, as well as befl cultivated in all 
Europe, is become a barren folitude. Mezeray obferves that the Moors 
in Spain had fo far improved the lands as to make them yield more by 
one third part to the landlords than the Spanifh tenants could do; where- 
for, when King Philip III expelled them, he gave the nobles and gentry 
one fourth part of the plunder, by way of recompenfe. The Moors left 
behind them in Spain very illuftrious marks of their long dominion 
there; feeing mofl of the eminent cities, caftles, and palaces, and alfo 
cathedral churches, which formerly were mofques, remaining even to 
this day, w'ere built by them, w'ho were accounted more ingenious, as 
well as more induflrious in bufinefs, than the Spaniards. We thought 
ourfelves obliged to dwell the longer on this article of the expulfion of 
the Moors and Jews from Spain, that it might prove an ufeful memento to 
us and all wife nations never to fuffer a bigotted clergy to poifon court 
and country with their perfecuting principles: a numerous, frugal, and 
induflrious commonalty being the greatefl riches, glory, and flrength of 
a well-ordered flate. 

In mofl of the new branches of trade difcovered by the Englifli in 
the later part of the lafl, and the former part of the prefent century, 
we may obferve that the Dutch followed clofe at their heels. This has 
been feen in the Ruflia trade, the north-eaft and north-well attempts 
for a paffage to China, &c. in planting in America, in the circumnavi- 
gations of the globe, and in the Eafl-India commerce. It is true De 
Witt in his Interefl of Holland fays that the Dutch made early attempts 
for the whale-fifhing at Spitzbergen; yet as the mariners of Hull were 
long before much in the fifliery at the North Cape, it fecms probable 
that the Dutch learned the way to Spitzbergen from them. 

The Hollanders, being emboldened by their late truce with Spain, 
now ventured into the Levant feas, and fent their firfl ambaflador to 
the grand fignior at Conflantinople, where he concluded a favourable 
p'eaty of commerce. 

This year is geiigrally fixed on as the firfl time that the Dutch gained 
a footing in Japan; and it is faid that by the year i6i6 they were the 
only European people permitted to trade or refide there. The invidi- 
ous flory of their artful anfwer to the Japanefe, upon being afked if 
they were Ghriflians is much more like a Portuguefe calumny than the 
real truth : for as the Hollanders had entirely driven the Portuguefe 
out of the trade to Japan, it is mofl probable that their priefs invent- 
ed that deteflablc calumny to render .them odious every where ; and 
we have the greater reafon for this fuppofition, as the Portuguefe je- 
fuits (we knotv) were alfo very liberal of ‘their falfe and cruel invedlives 
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againft both the Englifli and Dutch, at the great mogul’s court, and 
elfewhere in India, upon a vain prefumption that their nation, being 
the firft difcoverers of a paflage by Tea to India, had the foie right to 
trade thither. 

The Ruflia company having fent a ihip in the preceding year to ex- 
plore the coaft of Spitzbergen, now fitted out two fhips for the purpofe 
of catching whales, which carried with them fix Bifcayners, that people 
being fuppofed the moft expert in fuch a fifhery. Both fhips were lofi: ; 
but the men were faved by a fh ip belonging to Hull, which was upon 
the fame fifhery. - 

1612. — From the year 1598 the Englifh went on unrivalled with 
their whale-fifhing at Greenland, till 1612, when the Hollanders firft re- 
forted thither ; whereupon fome of the Englifh Ruffia company’s fhips, 
outward-bound, feized the whale-oil, filhing-tackle, &c. of the Dutch, 
and obliged them to return home, threatening that, if ever they found 
them in thofe feas thereafter, they would make prize of fhips and car- 
goes ; their mafter the king of Great Britain having the foie right to that 
fifhery, in virtue of the firfl difcovery thereof, and of Spitzbergen ; and 
in the following year the Englifhi?iadlually brought home two Dutch 
fhips as prizes,; ? , 

The Hollanders now joined the Hanfe towns in a complaint to Chrif- 
tiern IV, king of Denmark, of the heavy additional toll which, fince 
the commencement of his war with Sweden, he had impofed on all fhips 
paffing the Sound: whereupon the king gave them the choice of a hard 
alternative, viz. either to pay that new toll, or elfeto let their merchandize 
be thenceforth carried up the Baltic in Danifh bottoms. The Lubeckers 
being from their fituation peculiarly affedfed by that toll, loudly comr 
plained to the emperor, whofe redrefs (if at all to be hoped for) being 
likely to be very flow, they made a league with the Hollanders for the 
mutual protedhon of their commerce and navigation, determining to 
fend an armed force to the Sound for that end. Seven eighths of the 
expenfes were to be born by Holland, and the other eighth part by 
Lubeck ; and the alliance was to lafl: eleven years, during which the 
other Hanfe towns might come into it. Accordingly afterwards the . 
cities of Magdeburgh, and Brunfwick, Roftock, Straelfund, and Lunen- 
burgh, agreed to pay each one per cent, and Wifraar, Gripfwald, and 
Anclam, each one half per cent, at their afiembly held at Brunfwick. 
Hamburgh and Bremen are alfo mentioned by Werdenhagen, without 
afcertaining their quotas. The Lubeckers alfo complained to the em- 
peror that the Danes had .feiz^ and detained their fhips and merchan- 
dize bound to Sweden: ^^d the king of Denmark replied, that the 
Lubeckers had had fair notice before-hand, that if they carried on any 
correfpondence with his enemies he would make prize of them. And 
with refped: to the toll which he had laid on fhips pafling the Sound, 
Vox. 11. LI 
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during his war with Sweden, that was no more than what other princes 
in like cafes do : for that he was fovereign lord of the Baltic fea, or 
Sound, the dominion whereof was tranfmitted to him by his anceftors, 
feeing a ^ great part of his territories border on that fea ; wherefor he 
would never fuffer his title to his fovereignty in the Baltic to be called 
in queftion. Probably, however, he meant only that part of it called 
the Sound. 

The Dutch, having prevailed on King James to join with them and 
the Hanfe towns in the complaint to the Bates of Denmark, (which 
then had a free conftitution) the toll was reduced to the fame rates that 
were paid before the Swedifti war. And, to guard agamft the repeti- 
tion of fuch encroachments, the Dutch eontraded an alliance with the 
Hanfe towns in general, in the year 1613, and another with Lubeck and 
fome other of the Hanfe towns in 1615, wherein they agreed to Band 
by each other againft all impofitions. • 

By the interelf of a Dutchman, who was in great favour with the king 
of Ceylon, the Dutch Eaft-Tndia company obtained a favourable treaty 
with that king, who engaged to fell them all the cinnamon of the ifland, 
to exempt them from fundry taxes, and to allow free commerce thither to 
no other European nation without their leave, and alfo to difpofe of all 
his pretious Bones to them alone j and laftly, to allow them half the^ 
cuftorns of the ifland, &c. (fays Baldseus, a Dutch preacher at Ceylon, 
who j^blilhed his Account of Ceylon at Amfterdam, 1672,) Yet the 
conteBs of the Dutch for fecuring the conqueB of the Molucca fpice 
illands prevented their being able at this time to improve that treaty fo 
far as to drive the Portuguefe out of Ceylon, who were guarded againft 
the encroachments made by the Dutch, and had alfo violent quarrels 
with the king of Ceylon. 

This effort of the declining Hanfe towns to draw the Dutch into a 
confederacy with them for the freedom of commerce, did, by the power- 
ful conjundion of England, produce the defired efied. Yet, in general, 
it was unlikely that any durable confederacy (and much lefs an union, 
as fome then propofed) could take place between the Dutch and fo great 
a number of widely difperfed towns, with intereBs almoB as different as 
their fituations; oxer-awed too by^he greater potentates near them, 
Bnce they have be<;:ome ftrong in mipping. Such ^n union therefor 
could not be advantageous to the Dutch, whofe aim always was to gain 
ground every where in commerce, and who now for more than a cen- 
tury have engroffed the greateB part of the commerce of the Baltic, and 
thereby have rendered moB of the Hanf^tic ports on that fea ds 'ethpty 
of good fhippiqg as their exchatjges now are of rich merchants. ’ 

About this time alfo the Swedes treated as enemies all fuch merchant 
Blips as did-not take out licences from their king for ‘liberty to trade 
thither : fo that the eafterling Hanfe towns, being prefled with difficul- 
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ties on every fide, were obliged to relinquifh a great part of their an- 
tient commerce, which gradually brought on their prefent great declen- 
fion. \Werdenhagen, V. ii, p, 105.] 

Ireland having been very rriuch exhaufled of people by former wars 
^and rebellions. King James, finding it now in peace, thought it a proper 
time to improve it : he accordingly divided the whole kingdom into 
counties, appointed regular circuits of the judges ; and (fays Sir James 
Ware in his Hiftorical relations) the benefit and protedion of the laws 
of England were communicated to all, as well Irifti as Englifli, whereby 
the Irifh were reclaimed from their wildnefs, cut off their glibs and long 
hair, converted their mantles into cloaks, and conformed to the inanner 
of England, in all their behaviour and outward forms. The poflellion 
and limits of lands were fettled, whereby the hearts of the people were 
alfo fettled, and they were now encouraged to build and plant, and to 
improve the commodities of the lands ; whereby the yearly value there- 
of is already increafed double of what it was within thefe few years, as is 
alfo the crown revenue. Encouragement has been given to the maritime 
towns and cities, to increafe their trade and mechanical arts and fci- 
ences. He alfo granted markets and fairs in all counties, and ereded 
corporate towm among them^t fo that, until the beginning of his 
reign, Ireland was never entirely fubdued and brought under the obe- 
dience of the crown of England. 

Sir John Davis juftly remarks, (in fundry places of his ufeful treatife 
on tliis fubjedl) that it was bad policy in England, that for the fpace of 
350 years, at leaft, after the conquell, the Englifti laws were not commu- 
nicated to the Irifh,. nor the benefit and protedion thereof extended to 
them, though they earneftly defired the fame: as if it was intended 
•to keep up a feparation and enmity between the Englifh and Irifh for- 
ever ; whereby a perpetual war was kept up between them till this hap- 
Ipy itimethat a complete conqueft was now made of that entire ifland. 

'For the prevention of future rebellions, King James in the year 1609 
propofed to the city of Eondon the ellablifhment of an Englifh fettle- 
ment in a part of the province of Ulfler, then much depopulated and 
deferted; and the city accepted his propofal, and railed the fum of 
Lao.ooo for making a new plantation there *, now fent thither about 
300 perfons of all forts of handicrafts and occupations, principally in- 
tended for repeopling Derry (thenceforth called Londonderry) and Co- 
lerain ; and 200 houfes were built in the former, and 1 00 in the later. 
The king alfo creeled Derry into a bifhopric, and made Colerain a cor- 
poration. 

A corporation was accordingly eflabliflied in London for that end, 
under the name- of the governor and committee of the Irifh fociety, to 


The Irifli inhabitants of that part of Ulfter were tranfplalltcd to Connaiipjhtj where their poUc- 
' nty ftill remain, 
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be annually elected out of the court of aldermen and common-council, 
for the management of the lands and fiftieries of that part of Ireland. 
Yet it feems King James thought the magiftrates of the city of London 
were not expeditious enough therein: for in the year 1613 he fent for 
that newly -ereded corporation to Greenwich, and reprimanded them 
for their dilatorinefs, &c. Whereupon the city fent over to Ulfter an 
alderman and a commoner, with fome furveyors, who fettled the new 
colony to the king’s, as well as the city’s fatisfadion : and the lands 
and filheries there have been Cnee g ready improved, to the confider- 
able benefit of that part of Ireland,^ , at being a...^ery valuable eftate 
pofiefled to this day by the city of London in its corporate capacity. 

King James took the benefit of a llatute [25 Edw. Ill] which enabled 
the king to levy a reafonable aid for the marriage of his eldeft daughter, 
and iflued his precepts to the Iheriffs of the feveral counties for the levying 
thereof, being the fame with that he levied in 1609, for making his 
eldeft fon a knight, viz. twenty ftiillingsi on every knight’s fee j and the 
like on every L20 per annum on all lands held of the crown in foccage. 
Which aid was alfo (we conceive) the laft of the kind raifed by any of 
our kings. xvi, />. 724.J 

In this fame year, or, as fome others, two years fooner, the Danes 
firft failed to Eaft-India, where they have ever lince carried on a com- 
* merce, and have a good fort and town,. built .about the year 1617, on 
the coaft of Coromandel, called Tranguebar ; though. their trade.be not 
very confiderable there to this day. r ^ 

The clufter of fmall and very rocky iflands, lituated between Europe 
and America, and named the Bermuda or Somer ifles, in the- north la- 
titude of 327 degrees (500 miles diredtiy eaft from Carolina), was now 
planted by the Englifli, They had, almoft 100 years before, been dif- 
covered by one Bermuda, a Spaniard, but were never planted by any 
before this time. Sir George Somers and Sir Thomas Gates, in their 
voyage to Virginia in 1 609, were ftiipwrecked there, and lived there 
nine months; and having built a ftiip of the cedar of the place, they 
failed thence to Virginia. They left two m.en,„j^ the largeft ifle, whom 
the colonifts found there. And from the firtt-named gentleman they 
— were named the Somers’ ifles, though the firft name of Bermuda is 
moftly ufed. Sir George Somers was, it feems, a fecond time driven on 
thofe ifles, and died there. But thofe who were with him, on their ar- 
rival in England, made fp favourable a report of the beauty and fertili- 
ty of them, that the Virginia company (who, as firft difeoverers, claim- 
ed the property) fold them to about 1 20 perfons, to whom the king 
■ 'granted a charter. And in this year 1 60 perfons fettled on the largeft 
«f tfietn, named St. George’s ifland, and afterwards 50P more followed 
in 1619; whereupon they inftituted an affembly, with a governor and 
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council. Some have reckoned the iflands 400 in number ; but moll of 
them too fmall to have any name, they being all circumfcribed within 
the compafs of little more than about 47 leagues. St. George’s, the 
largell, is naturally fortified almoll quite round by rocks ; and where 
there is any landing place they have forts and batteries ; and their on- 
ly two jiarbours are alfo very well fortified., They at firll planted fome: 
tobacco ; but it did not anfwer expeilation. They are faid to have the 
finell oranges in the world, alfo mulberries, olives, &c. and the noblell 
of cedar trees. Yet they produce very Ettle llaple commodities fit for 
exportation, excepting their cedar Hoops, with which they trade, and 
fell them at the Well-Indies, and fome provifions: with the gain of 
which trade they are enabled to pay Great Britain for all the necella- 
ries they are conftantly fupplied with. It was afterwards, like Virginia, 
made a regal government, and fo it Hill continues. As thefe illes lie fo 
remote from America, there were no people found on them by the 
Englilh : but they found plenty of hogSj which the Spaniards had left 
there, as they likewife did on many other uninhabited illes, that they 
might afterward, in cafe of Ihipwreck or llorms, find fullenance there- 
on. The illands- labour under a want of ffelh water, and the frequent 
attacks of furious winds, llorms, thunder, &e. At the main illand of 
St. George (as well as at the chief town) large fiiips may fafely enter 
and be fecure, both harbours being fo well fortified that an enemy may 
be eafily kept out: and this is probably what induces government to 
keep up thofe inconfidf table and much worn-out illes, which lie fo 
much in the way of our enemies (in whofe power, they ought never to 
be) as well as of our own Ihipping ; there being no produdions there 
but what may be had- in our other plantations : and their tobacco is ' 
much worfe than that of Virgihia; 

The Englilh Eall-India company now fent out one Ihip, . carrying Sir 
Robert Shirley, as ambaflador from King James to Perfia, and with him' 
Sir Thomas Powell, who obtained of the Perlian court certain privi-' 
leges for the company. This Ihip returned home with a cargo of pep- 
per, from. Sumatra and Bantam, in 1614 ; and . this is ufually reckoned ^ 
the twelfth voyage of this company. 

In the fame year, James Hall and William Baffin failed as high in ’ 
Hudfon’s bay as 65 degrees 2.0 minutes of north latiTude, fearching for 
a pafiage to China, in vain. They alfo made trial of a fuppofed mine 
there, which had been , digged by fome Danes, but found it of no value: 

The Spaniards and Portuguefe Hill continuing to infill that none but 
themfelves had any right to fail beyond the equinodial line, the learn- 
ed Hugo Grotius, on the part of his own country of Holland, under- 
took to confute them in his ever-famous fmall Latin treatife, intitled, 

* Mare liberum, five de jure quod Batavis cqmpetit ad Indicana com- 
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* mercia, differtatio He begins with, an addrefs to the princes and 
•free people of Chriftendom; and in 13 chapters learnedly illuftrates 
the freedom of navigation on the open feas to all mankind. He main- 
tains, that neither the Portuguefe nor Spaniards had any kind of ex- 
clufive right of dominion in the Eaft-Indies ; either by the title of prior 
difcovery, or by virtue of the pope’s donation, or by right of war or 
conqueft, or by virtue of any claim of prefcription or cuftom. That 
by the law of nations, commerce is free to all mankind : and there- 
for by no equitable rule ought they to reftrain, the freedom of the In- 
dian commerce, which the Hollanders are determined to maintain, whe- 
ther in peace or war. He clearly proves that the Portuguefe were far 
from being the original difcoverers of the Eaft-India feas, ift, From 
Alexander’s difcoveries thereof, and of the Perfian and Arabian gulfs, 
adly. From Caius Cselar’s having found marks in the Red fea of the 
wrecks of fhips, belonging to the Gaditani; who could come no other 
way thither but by the Cape of Good Hope. He cites Coelius Antipa- 
ter’s ocular tellimony of a maritime commerce in antient times be- 
tween Spain and Ethiopia ; and what Cornelius Nepos writes, viz. that 
in his time, Eudoxus, flying from Lathy rus, king of Alexandria, took 
{hipping in the Red fea, and failed round Africa to Gades in Spain. 
That while Carthage flourilhed, it is moft clear that thofe people, deep- 
ly fldlled in maritime af&irs, were not ignorant of thofe feas : particu- 
larly, that Hanno failed from Gades to the fartheft parts of Arabia, 
round by that now called the Cape of Goo 4 Hope; and would have 
gone farther, had not his fltores and proviflons failed him. Next, the 
regular annual voyages of the Romans from Egypt to India, by the 
Red fea, after Auguftus had conquered Egypt. And that Strabo aflerts, 
that in his own time a company of merchants of Alexandria traded with 
fhips from the Red fea to the fartheft Ethiopia, as well as to India, 
f Grotius fubjoins, that when the Portuguefe firft failed to India, the fe- 
veral feas between Europe and India were known, and could not poffi- 
bly be unpraclifed by the Moors, Ethiopians, Arabians, Perfians, and 
Indians, people bordering upon them ; and that a difcovery gives no 
right to any thing but what belonged to nobody before fuch difcovery. 
Neither is it certain, that unlefs the Portuguefe had made the difcovery 
(as they term it) of India, none elfe would, have done it. For the time 
was then come when alraoft all arts, and particularly the fituation of 
the earth and feas, were much better underftood, and dayly improving. 
The Venetians, who had learned much of India, were then upon far- 
ther inquiries ; the indefatigable induftry of the people of Bretagne, 
and the bold attempts of the Englifh, all plainly {how what in time 

^ The free fea, or a Jjlfei tation on the right of of the antient intercourfe of the Europeans with 
■the Dutch to the commerce of India. the Eaft, wiil tlrid that Grotius has added rather as 

t The reader, who lias attended to the hiflory an advocate than as a critical hiftorian. 
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would have been efFeded. Among his other reafonings, he quotes AI- 
phonfus Caftrenfis, a Spanilh divine, as inveighing againft the abfurdity 
and injuftice of thofe nations who claim an exclulive navigation in 
certain feas ; as the Genoefe, in their bay ; the Venetians, in their 
gulf; and principally the Portuguefe, in the Eaft-Indian feas; as well as 
all other nations (Spain itfelf not excepted) who pretend to fuch an ex- 
clufive right on the fea (which is common to all), contrary to the law 
of nature, or natural juftice, and to that natural and divine rule, of do- 
ing to others as we would they Ihould do to us. Towards the conclu- 
fion, Grotius, fpeaking of the neceffity of vindicating by all poffible 
means the freedom or navigation and commerce, thus addreffes his- own 
nation, viz. ‘ Go on, thou moll invincible nation on the Ocean, in bold- 
' ly aflerting and defending that freedom which is not thine alone,, but. 
* is equally the right of all mankind.’ 

In this treatife there is not a word of England’s claim to any kind of 
fea dominion ; the author’s whole drift feeming profefledly to be againfl 
Spain and Portugal (then ftill united). Yet there is one expreffion in 
his fifth chapter, which feems to have been pointed at King James ^ 
obliging the Hollanders to pay a tribute for the liberty of filhing on our 
eoafts, where he afierts, ‘ that the reafons- given for the freedom of na- 
‘ vigation hold equally good for that of fifhing on the feas, which alfo 
*' ought to remain common or free to all.’ 

What fomewhat confirms this conjedlure, was, that William Wel- 
wood publifhed a fmall treatife, in Latin, [28 pp. \to, 1615] intitled, 

‘ De dominio maris juribufque ad dominium praecipue fpedantibus, af- 
‘ fertio brevis et methodica. *Cofmopoli. 1615.’ As it is an anfWer 
to Grotius, we fhall here give the fubfiance of it,, though, three years 
later in point of time. 

He endeavours to prove, that the fea is capable of difi:in£tion of pro- 
perty, or of private, dominion, as well as the land ; contrary to the opi- 
nion (he owns).' of many antient lawyers, orators, and poets; as Cicerc,.. 
Seneca, Virgil, Plautus, Ovid, &c. whoni he boldly accufes of igno- 
rance of the law of nature. And he fixes that dominion to be one hun- 
■ dred miles' every way from the fhore of the country- adjacent, and 
claiming the fame. But all the reft of the fea beyond, that limit, he, 
and the civilians Bartolus and Gepola (whom he quotes) leave perfedly 
free to all mankind, to ufe indifferently without all doubt or controver- 
fy. Thefe points he fpeaks of as the fenfe of all nations, ‘ excepting 
‘ (fays he) only one nation, who, though her native foil abounds with 
‘ milk, is neverthelefs indebted to other countries for all other necefla- 
‘ ries, and is even enriched and become haughty with the fpoils of all 

* A brief and methodical vindication of the dominion of the fea, and the piincipal rights - appertain- 


' nations, having defpifed all diftindion in her open or free lea, and 
' has even had the boldnefs to ftile herfelf invincible !’ 

In his third chapter, he complains, ‘ that Britain is robbed in 
her own feas by foreign fifliers, who like an inundation crowd her 
ihores with their fiftiing-veflels ; infomuch, that the filh thereby are fo 
much diminiihed, that whereas thirty years before they were wont to 
come in fhoals up to our very houfes, now it puts our poor fifliers to 
the toil and hazard of going many miles out to fea in quefl; of them * 
That the Scots, formerly obferving and confidering this damage, obliged 
the Dutch, by treaty, to keep at eighty miles diftance from their ihores 
in their fifhery ; and themfelves to pay a tribute at the port of Aber- 
deen ; where a tower was ereded for that and other purpofes, at which 
the Dutch paid that tribute even in the memory of our fathers ; al- 
though by the diftradions, &c. of fucceeding times the fame be now 
quite negleded.’ 

In his 4th and lail chapter, he endeavours to prove, by quotations 
from civilians, &c. that the fea (the pailage of ilrangers within his pro- 
pofed limits) is tributable, (and that Cepola particularly affirms this of 
the Venetian gulf), both on account of fafeguards from pirates, and of 
the expenfe of maintaining beacons, and likewife for leave to fifli with- 
in fuch limits- 

But as neither he, nor any one elfe, ever undertook to fix exadly any 
certain mark whereby to know* the limits fo claimed in the fea, this 
occafioned the Hollanders in thofe days to fay fcoffingly, that if the 
Englifli would pleafe to fix palifadoes round the feas they claimed as 
their property, they would willingly fubmit to their claim. Otherwife, 
whilfl: the fea remained fo unfixed, indivifible, and uncertain, they 
fliould continue to ufe it in common with all other nations, both for 
navigation and fiihery. To fay the truth, what has been obferved by 
others, carries ojbvious demonftration and reafon with it, viz. that a 
claim to any uncei*tain dominion implies a kind of nullity in it ; and 
would alfo be produdlive of an infinity of contentions : feeing it is im- 
pofiible for the moft innocent and intelligent to know exactly the limits 
of fuch a claimed dominion ; nor, confequently, can they always be 
able to avoid encroaching on it, fince the ciaimers themfelves are un- 
able to fix any mark» to their limits. 

Till now the Englifli Eaft-India trade was carried on by fundry fepa- 
rate flocks, making particular running-voyages ; but in this year they 
united all into one general joint capital flock. Ye^ it feems to have 
been a great overfight, that even for,fome years after this confolidation 
of flock, they did not (like the Portuguese and Dutch) ere<fl any forts 
nor permanent fettlements in India. They fent but one Ihip this year 
on the joint-flock account. 
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1613.^ — ^The Gonfideratioa of the voyage of Richard Chancelor, &e. 
in the laft century, from Ruilia, down the great river Volga, and crofs 
-the Cafpian fea into Perfia, where he attempted to trade with Englifh 
manufadhires, &c. for Perfian and Indian merchandize, put Sir Henry 
Nevill upon a fcheme of the like nature, for bringing the whole trade 
of Perfia, and the inland parts of India, up the river Hydafpes (a 
iDranch of the Indus), and thence over land to the river Oxus, which 
falls into the Cafpian fea, thence crofs that fea, and up the Volga to a 
fmall land-carriage, which would bring them to the river Dwina, and 
•thence down to Archangel. This project was communicated by John 
Chamberlain, in a letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, at the Hague, and is 
printed in his Memorials of affairs of ftate [Fi iiiJ; but this letter- 
writer very juftly thought it a matter of no fmall difficulty. The 
fcheme, however, as far as relates to Perfia acrofs the Cafpian, has in 
our days been found pradticable by the Ruffia company, for import- 
ing raw filks., till the continual troubles in Perfia have again interrupt- 
•ed it. 

In this year fixty-two perfons from England had a grant of lands in 
Newfoundland : they pretended to have raifed wheat, rye, and garden- 
fluff’ there j yet it is fince found that neither wheat nor any grain will 
|)ro^er on that illand. Thofe planters, however, foon grew weary of 
•their attempts, which by no means anfwered their expedations, and 
therefor transferred their grant to other new adventurers. 

In this l oth year of King James’s reign, he coined the pound weight 
of gold into L44 by tale, of the old ftandard of 23 carrats 34- grains, 
fine. He alfo coined gold this fame year of bafer allay, viz. of 22 car- 
rats fine, into L404 18: 4, by tale ; the pieces being units o£ 22/, 
double crowns I ijf, Britain crowns 5y6, thiftie crowns 4y4|, half Bri- 
tain crowns 2/g each ; a very flrange fancy, of having gold coins of dif- 
ierent finenefs I wherein he was followed by his fon. 

In the treaty of peace and commerce, between King Ghriftiern IV 
of Denmark, and Guftavus Adolphus of Sweden, under the medmtion 
of King James I of Great Britain, we find the following articles relat- 
ing to commerce. 

‘ I) Both nations may freely trade to each other’s country, without 
‘ paying any cuftom or duty. 

‘ II) The Swedes fhaU freely pafs the Sound with their fhips without 
* paying toll there, either for perfons or goods ; excepting in the cafe 

of foreign liquors, for which the Swedes mull pay*the fame toll as 
‘ Danifh fubjecff themfelves do.’ lF<xdera, F. xvi,p.y^S.] 

The Engliih Ruffia company having this year obtained of Kang James 
a charter, excluding all Others (natives as well as foreigners) from fail- 
ing to Spitzbergen, they profecuted the whale-filhery with fuch refolu- 
tion, that this year they equipped feven armed fhips ; wherewith they 
VoL. IT, ' . M m 
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dj*ove from thofe feas, not only fifteen fail of Dutch, French, and Bif- 
cayners, but even four Englifh feparate fifliers, to whom they gave the 
Dutch appellation of interlopers. They alfo fet up a crofs, with the 
king’s arms on it, at Spitzbergen, calling it King James’s Newland, 
And they obliged fome French fhips, which they had permitted to fifh 
there, to pay them a tribute of eight whales. This was that company’s 
fecond equipment exprefsly for whale-fifhing there. 

This year Captain Saris, in the Englifla Eaft-^India company’s fervice, 
arrived the firfl of any of our nation at the port of Firando, in the ifle 
of Bungo or Ximo, a part of the empire of Japan, the governor of which 
received him civilly, and got him introduced to the emperor at Meaco, 
his capital city, to whom he delivered our king’s letter and prefents, 
and who made foitable returns, and gave liberty for the Englifh com- 
pany to trade to Japan. At Firando Saris fettled an Englifli fadlory,. 
notwithflanding the oppofition of the ffortuguefe jefuits there, and the 
Dutch, who did him all the ill offices in their power. Our company con- 
tinued for fome years to trade thither ; but were afterward excluded, toge- 
ther with all Other Europeans, the Dutch only excepted. Saris returned 
home to Plymouth the following year with a cargo of pepper from. 
Bantam. 

Complaints being made of the decreafe of the exportation of Englifti 
woollen cloth, and of the increafe of the woollen manufadures of Holland,, 
fo far that the Dutch had laid a confiderable duty on all foreign wooUen 
cloth imported into Holland, where alfo great immunities and privileges 
were granted to foreign manufadlurers, a motion was made in the privy- 
council by the earl of Middlefex, lord high treafurer, and a confequent 
order of that board was made, that a general ftate ffiould be taken of 
the exports and imports of all England for this year, in order to know 
on which fide the balance lay ; which flood thus, (as given us in an in- 
genious treaiife, intitled, the Circle of commerce, publifhed in 1623, 
p. 121, by Edward Miflelden, Efq. an eminent merchant, viz. 

1. Exports to all the world, between Chriftmas 1612 and Chrift- 

mas 1613 - - _ _ _ La, 090,640 ii 8 

2. The cuflom on thofe goods, - - - 86,794 16 2 

3. The impoft paid outwards on woollen .goods, 

fin, lead, and pewter, - - - 10,000 o o 

4. The merchants gains, freight, and other petty 

charges, -*-* _ - ^ 300,000 o o 

Total exports, L2, 487,435 7 10 

Imported, during that tinae, in filks, Venice gold 
and filver fluffs, Spanifli wines, linen, and other mer- 
chandize, with all the cuflom thereon, - 2,141,151 10 o 

Balance gained this year to the nation, 


L346,283 17 lo 
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We have likewife, from the fame very credible author, the total 
amount of the cuftoms of England for this year 1613, viz. 


London. 

Out-ports. 

.%td. 

Outward, Lfii ,322 16 7 

L 25 , 47 i 19 7 

L86,794 16 2 

Inward, 48,250 i 9 

9 9 

61,280 11 6 

£109,572 18 4 

1-38,502 9 4 

£148,075 7 8 


Thus we fee, that London paid then very near thrice as much for 
cuftoms as all the reft of England together. 

1614.— King James commiflioned Sir Henry Wootton his ambafla- 
dor extraordinary to the ftates of the United provinces and others, to 
treat with the commiflaries of their high mightinefles, concerning the 
differences between the fubjeds of the two nations, on account of the 
free commerce of his fubjeAs to the Eaft-Indies obftrudled by the Hol- 
landers, and alfo on account of the fifliery in the North fea, near the 
Ihores of Greenland, of right folely belonging to him and his people, 
but interrupted alfo by the Hollanders. [^Fcedera, V. 'xvi, p. 774-] 

George Spilbergen now failed from Holland, with five fhips, through 
the ftraits of Magellan, and did great mifchief to the Spaniards in the 
South fea, &c. and thence he failed round the globe, by the way fettling 
a fadory at Ternate, the chief of the Molucco ifles, and returned home 
by the Cape of Good Hope in 1617. This is the fecond voyage round 
the globe performed by the Hollanders. 

This year produced the difcovery of a new fpecies of woollen manu- 
fadure in England, on the following occafion. The ftates general of 
the United Netherlands having iflued a placart, prohibiting the importa- 
tion of any Englifh woollen cloth that was dyed in the cloth, (becaufe it 
prevented them from dying and drelling them as formerly) upon pain 
of confifcation of the goods, and of 25 gilders per cloth befides, the 
Englifh clothiers in genioufly fell upon the way of making mixtures dyed 
in the wool, rather than lofe all the advantages of dying and dreffing. 
This has ever fince got the appellation of medley cloth. All woollen 
cloth before this time being only of one fingie colour dyed in the cloth, 
as black, blue, red, &c. 

The Ruffia company now fent thirteen fhips to Greenland, and the 
Dutch eighteen fhips, four of which were fhips of war of the ftates, 
where they fifhed in fpite of the Englifh company’s exclufive preten- 
fions. * 

About this time, the fine ifland of Barbadoes, in the AVeft-Indies, was 
faid to be difcovered and fettled on by feme Englifh people. Others 
fay, it was before difcovered by one of Sir William Courten’s fhips, but 
had then no inhabitants, nor any beafts but hogs, left there by the Spa- 
niards as ufual, for their own future conveniency : and Gourten’s heirs 
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affirm, that he then planted and fortified it, but was difpol^fled in the: 
year 1629, by the earl of Carlille. It is the mother of all our Weft;- 
India fugar iflands, and the chief of the Caribbees ; and it has proved- 
of exceeding great confequence to the kingdom by its excellent produc- 
tions, as we ihall hereafter have occafion to obfferve. 

Lord Napier, a Scottilh nobleman, now invented thofe excellent arti- 
ficial numbers called logarithms, which, are fo ufeful in operations of 
trigonometry, &c, by performing, in the eafieft manner, by addition,, 
the office of multiplication, and by fubtraftion that of divifion where- 
by they are of great and fpecial utility to mariners at fea, in calcula-!: 
tions relating to their courfe, diftance, latitude,, longitude, &c. 

The famous market for live-cattle, horfes, and hay, in London, named* 
Weft-Smithfield, was become fo miry and. nafty, that it. was now. found 
necefiary to pave it for the firft time. 

The Englilh Eall-India company fent out, . on the joint flock account, 
four fhips, with which they defeated a Bortuguefe fleet in India, by 
whom they were attacked ; at Surat, they loaded indigo and Cambay a 
cloths ; and at Bantam, mace and filk. Great complaints were made 
againft the Dutch by our people, both at Bantam, and, Macaflar, the par- 
ticulars whereof are in all our accounts of voyages. , 

The Eaft-India commerce of England becoming very confiderable. 
King James at the Eaft-India company’s requeft and expenfe, appointed . 
Sir Thomas Rowe his and the company’s ambaflador to the great mogul, . 
to treat for a commercial intercourfe with Eaft-India. This was the firft 
royal embafly from England to that remote country, and. will probably, 
be the laft ; the company ever fince managing their, concerns at the 
eaftern courts by their own proper and more private agents *, This able 
minifter, however, fent the company very good intelligence and im 
ftruftions concerning the mercenary and treacherous temper and difpor- 
fition of the mogul and his minifters, and for the advancement of their 
trade ; all which are to be found at large in the printed colledions of 
voyages. He remained in India feveral years j in which time the follow- 
ing European goods were the moft acceptable in India, viz. knives of all 
forts and fafhions, toys of the figures of beafts, rich velvets and fattins, 
good fowling-pieces, poliftied coral and amber beads, faddles with rich 
furniture, fwords with fine hilts, inlaid, &c. hats, choice pidlures, wines 
of Alicant, &c. cloth of gold and filver, flowered fiiks of gold and (li- 
ver, French (haggs, and fine Englifh Norwich fluffs, fine light armour, 
emeralds, &c. finely fet in enamelled work, fine arrgs hangings, large 
looking-glaffes, quivers of arrows and fine bows, figures of brafs or ftone, 

* Sir Thomas Rowe freely advifed the EaU-India company to fend no more fpecial ambaifadons 
to India, as they could not live in due honour there;; and a meaner agent would better effefl their 
with the haughty Moors, z 


fine cabmets', embroidered puries, needle-work, Reneh tweezer-cafes, 
table-books, perfumed gloves, belts, girdles, bone-lace, dogs of various 
natures, plumes of feathers, comb-cafes richly embroidered, prints of 
kin^,. &c. cafes of ftrong waters^ drinking and perfpe^ive glailes, fine 
bafOns and ewers: in general, any thing curious for workmanfliip, not 
then known in India ; all which things, fays he, will fell for ready 
money at good prices. 

It feems the Portuguefe, by their tyranny and cruelty, had by this 
time rendered themfelves-extremely-odious to all the Eaft-Indian nations^ 
who were well pleafed to fee the Englifh and Dutch dayly gaining ground 
upon them ; yet we alfo fiill find complaints againfl the Hollanders in 
India by our people. . 

The Englifh Gompany by this time had fadtories at Bantam, Jacatra 
(;fince called Batavia), Surat, Amadavar, Agra, Afmere, Brampore, Cale- 
cutv Mafulipatan, Patan,, Siam, Benjar, Soccadania, MacalTar, Acheen^ 

Jambi, Tecoo, Banda, and at Firando in Japan.- -— From many of 

wliich the company have fince withdrawn their factories, and from fome 
others of them the Dutch have long . fince. wormed us out. The four 
fhips of this voyage traded at Bantam and Sumatra, for pepper, &c. and . 
returned in idi 7- 

Peyton, the hiftorian of this voyage, obferves, that our company were 
only fettled on fufferance in fome parts of India, while the Portuguefe 
were mailers of the following numerous and widely difperfed fettle- 
ments, viz; 

‘ On the north-eaft coaft of Africa, ' 

‘ They had a trade on the river Quam, in 21. degrees 50 minutes^ 

‘ fouth latitude, and at Mozambique, for, gold, ambergris, ivory, and 

* flaves. , 

‘ At Mombaza,- for the fame,: in barter for Guzarat commodities. . 

‘ At Magadoxa^ for the fame, and for feverai forts of drugs.. And from ■ 
‘ all thofe places they drove a trade to Cambaya, to the Red fea,.and to- 
‘ many other parts. 

‘ In the gulf of Perfia, 

‘ At Ormus, they make a . profitable trade thence to Perfia, Arabia, . 
‘ and India. Hither they bring quantities of pearls from Balfora, and 
‘ ' with them and other Perfian commodities, they fend a fhip or two an- 
' nually to Diu in India ; and next to Goa : ,this is -their befl; port. 

‘ In Arabia, 

‘ At Mafeat thoy have a firong fort, though no great- trade : but be- 

* ing domineering mafters there, they -keep all in fervile awe, giving out 
‘ their licences for the veflels to go. from place to place. . 

‘ In Indoftan, &c. 

‘ At Diul, near the n^th of the Indus, . and - at . Diu, in Guzarat, , 
‘ they have very flrong cafties-E 


2 7^8 A. D. 1614. 

' At Daman alfo they have a ftrong caftle, and entirely inhahit the 
‘ place, with a territory of 100 villages. 

‘ Serra de Bazion, a little fonth of Daman, they are poffelTed of ; and 
‘ between it and Chaul, the three ports of Gazien, Banda, and Maia. 

‘ They likewife pollefs the large city and caftle of Chaul. 

* At Daubul, they have a factory, but no fort. 

* Goa is their Indian metropolis, the feat of their viceroy and of all 
the gallantry of the nation, and the general rendezvous of all their 

‘ forces, Goa has alfo a large (hare of trade .; and, in Ihort, there are 

* the ftrong finews that hold together the parts of their eaftern empire. 
‘At Onor and Barcelor, they have forts^ and trade for pepper, ginger, 

‘ and drugs. They have alfo Mangalor and Gananor, fortified and traded 
‘ to as the former. 

‘ And though they are quite font opt from Calecut, and are befieged 
' at Cranganor, yet they have the ftrong city and caftle of Cochin, with 
‘ a confiderable trade and a favourable fituation for it. 

‘ They have Coulan, Quilaon, and Taccatra, well fortified, and moft- 
‘ ly filled with Portuguefe, both laity , and clergy. 

‘ On the great ifland of Ceylon, the ports and forts of Punta de Gaik 
and Columbo are wholely theirs ; and they^ are dayly increafing their 
‘ dominion in this ifland, where they have a warm trade for cinnamon 
‘ and drugs. 

‘ On the eaft fide of the continent they have a fadory at Negapatan ; 

* and Maliapore, (or St. Thomas) a walled city, is their own. 

‘ Thence to the Ganges, they have feverai fmall refidences, good fac- 
‘ tories in fome places, and every where fome advantage, that makes it 
^ worth their while to fettle there. 

■- ‘ In the kingdom of Bengal they are pofleffed of a good town. 

‘ In Pegu they have a fa dory, and alfo at Aracan, and upon the river 
of Martaban. 

‘ At Junfulao, they have a great fadory, from whence they fliip vafi 
‘ quantities of tin for the Malabar coaft. 

‘At Malacca, they are mailers of the city and caftle, both very ftrong ; 
‘ whereby they command the beft part of the tradp of the adjoining 
‘ countries. 

‘ At Macao, an ifland on the coaft of China, near the mouth of the 
‘ river of Canton, they have a city and caftle, and a great trade with 
‘ the Chinefe. 

* In Japan, they have no fort nor caftle, but only a fadory ; the wife 
‘ prince of that country (fays our author) keeping them at arms length,” 

Of all thefe pofleflions, and their prodigious power in India, there re- 
mains now fcarcely a veftige, except the general ufe of the Portuguefe 
language in the ports of India. An interefting memento to aft other 
nations,. 
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t5r5.---.We have elfewhere obferved, that, from the very commence- 
ment of the Englifli commerce to Eaft-India, there was a fpirit raifed' 
at home againft it : that fpirit ftill continued, and a fmall tradt was now 
pubiiihed, entitled, the Trade’s increafe, wherein we rheet with the 
following plaufible objedions to it, viz. 

That to follow the Eaft-India trade, they had negleded that to RufEa, 
in which, laft year, there were only two’ fhips employed, inflead of 
feventeen great fhips formerly employed by the company, befide thofe 
of interlopers: whereas the Dutch, in this year, fent out thirty-five 
fhips thither. To which it was replied, by Sir Dudley Diggs, that the 
Eafi-India company had fpent Li 20,000 in difcoveries only, towards 
Ruffia,— and do yet make good a flock not only for defending their fifh- 
ing of the whale at Greeniknd, which at their own charge was firfi: dif- 
eovered, and the Bifcayners fent for by them, to teach our nation to 
kill the whales. 

The Englifh Turkey company’s complaints againfl the Eafl-India 
company feemed to be better, or at leall more fpecioufly, grounded, 
viz. that the trade of the later bad lefiened theirs to the Levant,, to 
which parts they now fent thirty fhips fewer than formerly ; whereas the ’ 
Dutch now employed above one hundred fail to the Levant ; though the 
author of the complaint owns they were principally laden with Englifii 
lead, tin, Norwich fluffs, &c. He complains of the lofs of feveral 
Eafl-India fhips, and of the death of many of their failors, whereby 
(fays he) when the royal fleet was to be fitted out for conveying the 
Lady Elizabeth to her fpoufe the eledlor palatine, there was a necefiity 
for a general prefs. 

The above quoted author, in fpeaking of obfolete reflraints on the 
fifhing on the coafls of other nations, obferves, y 

‘ I) That the antient cuftom of the Hollanders and Flemings, before 

* they began their fifhing for herrings on our coafls, was, to crave, leave 
‘ of the governor of Scarborough caflle. 

‘ II) On that part of the coafl of Norway called Malftrand, ail 
‘ flrangers may fifh only, till Chriflmas ; after which they mufl pay a 
‘ certain tax on every lafi: of herrings to the king of Denmark. 

‘ III) And I can remember, that certain of our. merchants of Hull 
‘ had their fhips and goods taken away, and themfelves imprifoned, for 
/ fifhing about the Wardhoufc, at the North Cape in Norwegian Lap- 

* land.’ 

To all which Sir Dudley Diggs replied, in a maflerly manner, in this 
fame year, in a treapfe intitled, the Defence of trade, infcribed to his 
kinfman Sir Thomas Smith, governor of the Eafl-India company. 
Wherein (after accounting for the lofs of fhips and men) he gives a lift 
of all the fhips they had employed from the beginning, being only 
twenty-four in number, four of which had been loft. — That one of 
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•their fliips was of 1293 tons burdeiif one of 1100, one of io5o, one of 
>900, One of 800, and the reft from 600 down to 150 tons. Their ftijp 
of 800 tons was bought of the Levant company : and he conceives the 
-ground for having filch large ftiips in the Levant trade to be, becaufe 
oitr royal navy was not as yet confiderable enough to prote<ft our trad- 
ing fhips from the Barbary rovers. And the like alfo may be alleged 
•for the Eaft-Tndia Ihips. He fays, that our Eaft-India company’s 
greateft ftock (i. e. the value of goods and money exported), in any one 
year, was but L36 ,ooq, and that the nation faves annually L70,ooo in 
the prices of pepper, cloves, mace, and nutmegs^ merely for home- 
confumption. 'ITiat of thefe fpices they .exported laft yearto the va- 
lue of L21 8,000 befide indigo, calicoes, China lilks, benjamin, aloes, 
&c.* A confiderable addition this to the national ftock. To which fliould 
be added the king’s cuftom, and allb the employment given to ihips 
and mariners in the re-exportations. 

That, befide cinnamon, the company computed that we annually con- 
fumed at home the following quantities of fpices, viz. 

Pepper (formerly ^now but 2J per lb.), 450,000 pounds weight. 

Cloves, - - - - - - §0^000 

Mace, - - _ _ . _ 15,000 

Nutmegs, - - - - - 100,000 


Total, 615,000 pounds weight. 
And that the .cloves, mace, and nutmegs, are proportionably reduced 
in price, linee our dire<ft trade to India. 

Next, he gives the outfet and cargoes of the company’s trade for the 
year 1614, viz. 

‘ In bays, kerfies, and broadr-cloths, dyed and drefled, to the king- 
* dom’s beft advantage, - - - - - L 14,000 o o 

‘ Lead, iron, and foreign merchandize, - 1 0,000 0 0 

* Ready money in all the fhips (and which was lefs 
‘ than is allowed by their charters), _ - ,1 2,000 o o 


‘ Total, , £36,000 o o 

* The fame year, their ihipping -and furniture coft 

them in fitting out, - - - - 34,000 o o 

* And for viduals and other extraordinary charges, 30,000 o o 

‘ Total outfet, anno 1614, • L 100 ,000 o o 

The anonymous but acute author, whom Sir Dudley Diggs now an- 
swered, gives us a lift of our fhips employed in other branches of trade. 

^ There Is no mention as yet of porcelain or the cargo of the fhip New-Year’s-Gift taken In at 
-tea. ^ ^ Bantam in this fame year. £Purc/m.y L. ir, 

f<4rcelaln mentioned by Elkington as part of ^ ^ 
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* We trade to Naples, Genoa^ Leghorn, Marfeilles, Malaga, &c. with 

* only 20 iltips, chiefly with herrings j and 30 fail more laden with 

* pipe-flaves from Ireland. 

‘ — ^To Portugal and Andaluiia, we fend 20 fhips for wines, fugar, 

* fruit, and Wefl-India drugs. 

‘ — To'Bourdeaux, we fend 60 fhips and barks for wines. 

‘ — To Hamburgh and Middleburgh, 35 fliips-are fent by ouf mer- 
‘ chant -adventurers company. 

‘ L-To Dantzick, Koningfberg, &c. we fend yearly about 30 fhips, 

‘ viz. fix from- London, fix from Ipfwich, and the reft from Hull, Lynn, 

‘ and Newcaftle : but the Dutch many more. 

‘ — To Norway, we fend not above 5 fhips, and the Dutch above 
‘ 40; and great fhips too. 

‘ —-Our Newcaftle coal-trade employs 400 fail of fhips, viz. 200 for 

* fupplying of London, and 200 more for the reft of England. 

‘ And befides our own fhips,’ (fays this author) ‘ hither, even to the 

* mine’s mouth, come alf our neighbouring natinns with their flrips con- 
‘ tinually, employing their own fhipping and mariners. I doubt not,’ 
(continues he), ‘ whether if they had fucha treafure, they would not 
‘ employ their own fhipping folely therein. The French fail thither in 
‘ whole fleets of 50 fail together ; ferving all their ports of Picardie,- 
‘ Normandie, Bretagne, 8cc. even as far as Rochel and Bourdeaux. And 

‘ the fhips of Bremen, Embden,* Holland, and Zeeland, fupply thofe of . 
‘ Flanders, &c. whofe fhipping is not great, , with our coals ! 

‘ — -Our Iceland fifhery employs 120 fhips and barks of our own. 

‘ — And the Newfoundland fiftiery, 150 fmall fhips. ’ ' [Yet Gerard 
Malynes, in his Lex Mercatoria (printed anno 1622, p. 247), fays, that 
this very year there were 250 fhips from, England at the Newfoundland 
fifhery, the tonnage of which amounted to 15,000 tons. And that the 
French, Bifcayners, and Portuguefe, .can niake two- voyages. yearly with 
400 fhips.} 

‘ — And our Greenland whale fifhery, 14 flfips. 

‘ As for the Bermudas,’ (fays he) ‘ we know not yet what they will 
‘ do ; and for Virginia, wre know not what to do with it ; the prefent 

‘ profit of thofe two colonies not employing any ftore of fhipping.— 

‘ The great expenfe that the nobility and gentry have been at in plant- 
‘ ing Virginia is no way recompenfed by the poor returns from thence 

How much is the caf« altered fince this author Judicious, readers need not to be told, that fiich 
wrote? And how great a fund of authentic mercan- memoirs as thefe, concerning the flate of trade and 
tile hiftory have fueh old tradls fupphed us with, in different periods, drawn from fadts, : 

v,diich otherwife might have been loff ; many of written by fnch able authors as lived at the refpec- 
which have been collected with great labour and live times, tend mo ft; effedlually to iiluflrate the 
expenfe ; and therefor ought to be made a begin- valt increafe of> and furprifing alterations in, our 
ning to a public mercantile library, in order to pre- commerce, colonies, &c. and the like alfo in thofe . 
ferve Ipch valuable memorirs from deftrudtion# of other nations. 

VuL. II. Nn ■ . 
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This author finally urges the extenlion of our fifheries by motives 
drawn from the prodigious profits of the Dutch from their fifhery, in 
which there have been numbered in fight 2000 fail of bufles, employ- 
ing 37,000 fifhermen, going out to fea at once. 

The great Henry IV had eredted an Eaft-India company in France 
in the year 1 604 ; and his fon Louis XIII gave them a new charter : 
but they remained inadive till this year, when their fhips took poflef- 
fion of the great ifland of Madagafcar, which not anfwering their ex- 
pedations, the company and trade were wholely dropt. 

This year, Dr. William Vaughan, calling himfelf a fervant of King 
James, attempted a fettlement on Newfoundland, at the expenfe of his 
■own fortune. He carried thither a number of his countrymen of Wales, 
and gave his plantation the name of Cambriol, being in the fouth part of 
that ifland. His fcheme was for the fifhery on the banks of Newfound- 
land to go hand in hand with his plantation. In a book publifhed by 
him, intitled, f/6^ Golden fleece, [4to, 1626] - he tells us alfo, that the 
Lord Falkland and Sir George Calvert, afterwards created Lord Balti- 
more, made a fettlement on the north end of that ifland at a great ex- 
penfe in the years 1621 and 1622 : yet, as we have elfewhere obferved, 
no permanent plantation has ever been made on that cold and barren 
ifland to this day. In the fame year. Sir Henry Maynard, with five flout 
fhips, was fent thither for proteding the fifhery, which was fo confider- 
able that there were 170 Englifh fliips there together. According to 
the acute author of the Trade’s increafe, publifhed in this year, our 
trade to Spain and Portugal was very low at this time, fcarcely employ- 
ing 500 feamen ; owing, he thinks, to our long wars with that crown 
in (^een Elizabeth’s days. 

The Ruffia company now fent out two fltips and two pinnaces to 
Spitzbergen, ftill, by our voyagers, called Greenland, and the Dutch 
fent thither eleven, and alfo three fhips of war to proted them. At the 
fame time, the court of Denmark fent three fhips of war thither, being 
the firft Danifh fhips feen there ; yet they alfo pretended to demand toll 
of the Englifh fhips, but the Englifh refufed it, alleging that Greenland 
(i. e. Spitzbergen) belonged folely to the king of England. This hu- 
mour of an exclufive claim to that remote, dangerous, and vaflly ex- 
tended fea, where there was no land territory that was habitable, and 
which therefor could not eafily be fupported, held on. through all King 
James’s reign, and was at leaft as unreafonable as even the Portuguefe 
exclufive claims fouthward ; in fuch inftances, vainly copied by our own 
and other nations, at the fame time that we condemn both Spain and 
Portugal for doing the like ! So blind are molt men whilfl their own 
immediate intereft is in queftion 1 

1616 — By the dexterity of Penfionary Barnevelt, the Dutch ambaf- 
fador extraordinary in Eir gland, and of Garoon their ambaffador in or- 
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dinary, tlie cautionary towns of Flufliing, Briel, and Ramraekins, were, 
in the year 1616, evacuated by King James’s order: the fum due by 
the ftates-general to England had been adjufted by Queen Elizabeth to 
be eight millions of gilders : but King James was prevailed on to ac- 
cept 2,728,000 gilders, in lieu of the eight millions; and alfo remitted 
eighteen years interefl on the fame. This was a moffc politic Rep in 
the Dutch, fince, while England held thofe faftneffes, the dates were 
very much at the mercy of our nation. {Fcedera, V. xvi, p. 783.} 

King James gave a commiffion to Sir Walter Raleigh, and fucln 
as he fhould join with him, to undertake a voyage unto the fouth; 
parts of America, or elfewhere in America, poffefled and inhabited 
by heathen and favage people, to difcover fome commodities in thofe 
countries that be neceilary and profitable for the fubjecds of thefe- 
our kingdoms. We being credibly informed, that there are diverfe. 
merchants and owners of ihips, and others, well difpofed to affifr 
the faid Sir Walter Raleigh, in his enterprize, had they fufificient af- 
furance to enjoy their parts of the profits returned, in refped of 
the peril of law wherein the faid Sir Walter Raleigh now ftandeth l' 
And we being alfo informed, -that diverfe other the kinfmen and 
friends of the faid Sir Walter Raleigh, and diverfe captains and other 
commanders, are alfo defirous to follow him, and to venture their lives 
with him in this journey — ^we have granted full power to him, and. 
free liberty to carry and lead out of this realrn, or ellewhere,, all fuch 
of our loving fubjeds as fhall willingly accompany him., together with 
ihips, arms, ammunition, wares, merchandize, &c.: and he to be- 
the foie governor and commander of the faid people, with power of 
martial law, &c. ; and alfo power to appoint under him fuch captainsv, 
officers, &c. as he fhall judge proper : and to bring home gold and iil- 
ver, pretious ftones and other, merchandize : and to difpofe thereof at 
his and his partners plealure, paying to us one fifth part of the gold, 
filver, and pretious ftones, and alfo the ufual duties for the other mer- 
chandize. And we do grant unto the faid Sir Walter Raleigh, that thefe 
our letters patent fliall be firm and fufficient in law, &c.. {Fcedera, V. 
xvi, p. 789.] 

William Baffin failed for the difeovery of a north-weft' paiTage to 
China, as far as the feventyreighth degree of north latitude, and gave 
name to a bay in thofe feas, but he returned home without being able to 
find any paftage. This undertaking was at the charge, of Sir Thomas - 
Smith, Sir Dudley Diggs, Sir John Wolftenholme:, &c. diredlors of the 
Ruflia company, &c., In his letter to the laft named gentleman, he 
fays, ‘ that having, in three years time, coafted all, or near ali, the' 
‘ circumference of Davis’s ftraits, he found it to be no other than at 
‘ great bay, and no hopes of a paffage. But that fome advantage.may 
be made of this voyage, fince there are here very great plenty of thofe- 
whales called, by the bifcayners, the grand bay whales ; the fame, may/ 
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‘ be purfued, and good Here of oil may be made between the middle of 
* July and 

Nor were the Hollanders at all behind us in new enterprizes ; for this 
fame year William Comelitz Schouten and James Le Maire, performed 
the third Dutch circumnavigation of the globe. Such as were not of 
their Eaft-India company being prohibited to go to India either by the 
Cape of Good Hope eaftward, or weftward through the flraits of Magellan, 
:fome now began to think there might be another paOage thither weft- 
ward, fomewberefouth ofthofe ftraits. This was firft ftarted by Le Maire, 
a merchant of Amfterdam, joined by William Comelitz Schouten, a 
merchant of Hoorne: In the year 1615 they fitted out two fhips, one 
of which was loft by fire at Port Defire, under the command of the lat- 
ter. Schouten, who pafling on fouth from the Magellanic ftraits, found 
a new and fafer ftrait, which he named after his partner Le Maire, 
through which he failed into the South fea, and having failed almoft in- 
to the doth degree of fouth latitude, he got round the Cape, which he 
named after his town of Hoorne, on the ifle named Terra del Fuego, 
lying in 57 degrees 48 minutes; thence crofting the great Southern 
ocean, he came to Jacatra, ffince named Batavia,) where, notwith- 
ftanding this new and great difeovery, the fhip and goods were feized 
by the prefident of the Dutch Eaft-India company, in the year 1516. 
Schoutem and his men took their pafTage home in one of that company’s 
fhips, having performed their whole circumnavigation in two years and 
eighteen days. , 

The Dutch found a fhorter paflage to India in the year 1623, by the 
ftraits of Naflau, north-weft of Le Maire’s ftrait ; and another ‘ftill fhort- 
er by Brower’s ftraits in 1643. But fince the powers of Europe have 
made treaties about the Eaft-India commerce, that fouth-weft paflage is 
feldom ufed, uniefs for illicit commerce with the Spanifh territories in 
the South fea, or by powers at war with Spain. 

Very eaidy in the feventeenth century, the Algerines, and by their 
example thofe of Tunis and Tripoli, began to ufe fquare-rigged fhips, 
and to drop galleys and galliots. IMorgau's Hiji. of Algiers, V. ii, p. 628.] 
According to a letter of Sir Francis Cottington, the Englifh minifter in 
Spain, to the duke of Buckingham, the fleet of thofe corfairs now con- 
fifted of forty fail ofllall fhips, their admiral being of 500 tons burden, 
wdth which they ftruck terror all along the Spanifh coafts, dividing their- 
force into two fquadrons, with one of which they blocked up the port 
of Malaga, and with the other they cruifed between Lifbon and Seville. 
Cpnfidering the mean ftate of the naval ftrength of the chriftian powers 
ypf Europe in thofe times, this was truely a formidable fleet: but thofe 
' 'fovers are fcarcely able in our days to fend out fuch a fleet; and, on 
the other hand, the chriftian powers are fince become much more 
'*''‘'|JOwerful-at fea. , ' i 
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The Engliih Eaft-India company now fent out five fhips of 1000, 900, ' 
800, 400, and 1 50 tons burden ; and this was called their fifth voyage 
on the joint flock ; yet we have not yet met with any account of their 
fourth voyage. In this voyage they took a Portuguefe fhip loaded with 
elephants teeth, which they, landed at Surat, together with their own 
cargoes of coral, cloth, tin, wines, flrong waters, &c. Thence they went 
to Jacatra ; but the Dutch, having a fort there already, ufed our fadlory 
(fettled there by a grant from the king of Bantam) To rudely, that our 
people were obliged to attack their fleet; and ours being joined by Sir 
Thomas Dale, with fix more fhips from England, and other fhips of the 
company’s at Bantam, it confifted of thirteen fail of good fhips, where- 
by they beat the Dutch fleet near Jacatra, as they alfo did in another 
engagement on the coafl of Sumatra : yet, in the end, five of our fhips 
were taken by the Dutch, we having before taken one of theirs. In the 
mean time a fhip from England brought an account of agreement at 
home between the two companies, which put an end to thefe hoflilities. 
Afterwards our fhips at Firando in Japan joined with the Dutch, who 
now fhewed our people all friendfhip, in applications to the empferor, 
who granted all their requefts. In their return to Bantam, they found 
a French fhip trading there in the year 1621 * ; and ours returned that 
year home, loaded with pepper, filk, cloves, and benjamin. In this 
voyage, one of our fhips failed to Mocha in the Red Tea, and fettled a 
fa^ory there for the firffc time, by permiffion of the Turkifh aga. 

The accounts given by the writers of voyages in thofe times are often 
■vague and confufed. They pretend that the princes and chiefs of the 
Banda files, by a folemn writing, refigned thofe ifles, fo famous for nut- 
megs and cloves, in full property to the king of Great Britain for ever; 
declaring that they never acknowleged the Dutch as their fovereigns; 
and that, in token of their fubjedlion, they would annually fend a 
branch of nutmegs to our king. Whereupon our people erefted forts 
there, and warned the Dutch to come thither no more ; yet the later 
found means to furprife both our fhips at Pooloway ; and at Bantam, 
inflead of a friendly accommodation of thofe differences, the fadories 
of the two companies fell to fighting ; and the Dutch infilled on the ifle 
•^of Poolaroon as the condition of relloring our two fhips ; and,' more- 
over, in 1618, they took two more of our fhips. 

This year eight fhips from London and Plymouth failed to the coun- 
try fince called New England, whence they carried great quantities of 
fifli and oil to Spain and Portugal, as they did, alfo in the year 161S; 
but no fettlement was yet made in that country. 

* This was apparently the &ip Gommanded Tiy BeaiUieii, who m the narrative of his voyage, piib- 
liilied in Thevenot’s that at in the year 1621 he met with 

.Dvo Englxfli ihips at.Aeheea. Af. 
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1617.— -King James, in the year 1604, and again in idiy, gave new 
charters to the company of merchant-adventurers, confirming all their 
former powers and privileges in trading to the Netherlands and Ger- 
many, with the woollen manufailures of England, exclufive of all who 
were not free of that company. Both thefe charters flill referved to the 
mayor, conftables, and fellowfhip of the merchants of the ftaple of Eng- 
land, full liberty to trade into the faid limits. ‘ Yet (according to 
® Malynes their profeiled enemy) the merchant-adventurers company 
‘ increafed their arbitrary proceedings more and more, and enlarged 
‘ the firms to be paid for the freedom thereof, 8cc. So that the merch- 
■* ants of the ftaple gradually loft their privileges, and all others were 

compelled to conform to the rules and meafures of the merchant-ad- 
‘ venturers company, whofe members were at this time about 4000 
* perfons,* i. e. in facft, alraoft all who traded in the woollen manufadlure 
to Germany and the Netherlands. 

King James being on his progrefs to Scotland, iffued out a proclama- 
tion which, in our days, would be thought not a little arbitrary, ftri(ft- 
ly commanding all noblemen, knights, and gentlemen, who have 
. manfion-houfes in the country, to depart within twenty days after the 
date thereof, with their wives and families, out of the city and fuburbs 
of London, and to return to their feveral habitations in the country, 
there to continue and abide until the end of the fummer vacation, to 
perform the duties and charge of their places and fervice ; and likewife 
by houfekeeping, to be a comfort unto their neighbours, in order to re- 
new and revive the laudable cuftom of hofpitality in their refpedive 
countries. Excepting however, fuch as have necelfary occafion to at- 
tend in London for term bufinefs, or other urgent occafions, to be fig- 
rdfied to and approved by the privy council. 

We may here obferve, that Henry IV of France, after the peace of 
Vervins, iftued a fimilar proclamation (which poftibly King James 
thought a good precedent, having likewife, on fundry other occafions, 
teftified a fondnefs for imitating that able prince in matters of ftate po- 
licy, perhaps without duely confidering the difference of the conftitu- 
tion, temper, &c. of the two kingdoms) commanding his nobility and 
gentry to retire to their eftates, improve their lands, and keep the peace 
of their refpecftive countries. 

The Dutch now fortified the ifland of Goree near Gape Verde on the 
African coaft. The Engliih, in the year 1 663, took it from the Dutch, 
but reflrored it in 1664.. In the year 1677. the French took it from 
die Dutch, and held it till the year 1758, when it was retaken by Great 
Btitain.- It is a fmall barren ifle,. faid to be deftitute of wood and good 
water. But having a good harbour, it was convenient to the French, 
who.had factories, on the adjacent, coaft, where they traded for gold, . 
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flaveSj hides, oftricli-feathers, bees-wax, gum, fenegal, (a very ufeful 
article) millet, ambergris, &c. 

This year the quarrels at Spitzbergen about the whale-filhing ran very 
high between the Englifli and Dutch, the former feizing on part of their 
oil : and this is the firft time we find mention of fins or whalebone be- 
ing brought home with the blubber or oilj although probably before 
this time it came into ufe for women’s flays, &c. by means of the Bif- 
cay whale-fifhers. 

1618 In the next year King James (as king of Scotland) incorpo- 

rated a number of Englilh, Scots, and Zealanders, to be a new company 
to filh at Spitzbergen ; and much fhipping, provifions, &c. were con- 
tracted for : yet, after all their preparations, this Scottilh patent was 
annulled ; and it was agreed, that the Eafl-India adventurers fhould ftill 
join flock with the Ruffia company, and be one joint company for the 
whale-filhery. Thirteen fhips were thereupon fent thither; but the Zea- 
landers proving fuperior there, and being exafperated at the feizure of 
their oil, &c. lafl year, and their difappointment by refcinding the 
Scottilh patent, attacked, overpowered, rifled, and dilperfed the Englilh 
Ihips ; moll of which returned home empty. 

The method of managing the whale-filhing of both nations was then 
quite different from what it is in our days. The whales in thofe early 
times having never been difturbed, (fay otir voyagers) reforted to the 
bays near the Ihore, whereby their blubber was eafily landed at Spitz- 
bergen, where they erected cookeries (i. e. coppers, &c.) for boiling 
their oil, which they left Handing from year to year, and only brought 
home the purified oil and the whalebone. The Englilh having been the 
firll in that filhery, kept polTelfion of the bell bays. The Dutch, com- 
ing later, were obliged to find bays farther north : yet the Danes, who 
came later into this trade than the Dutch, got in between the Englilh 
and Ducch. The Hamburghers came after the Danes ; and after them 
came the French, and alfo the Bifcayners, who, though older whale- 
filhers than any in Europe, except the Norwegians, had not however 
fallen into this method, but by the example of England and the rell, 
and who were forced to fet up their cookeries Hill farther off. But fince 
thofe times the 'whales are lefs frequent in the bays, and are moll com- 
monly among the openings of the ice farther from land, w’hich obliges 
the Ihips to follow them thither. So that the blubber is now cut from 
the whales in fmall pieces at the fliip’s fide, and brought home in calks 
to be boiled and pwrified, and the whale fins alfo to be cleaned. This 
later method, however, of filhing being often found dangerous and 
perilous to Ihipping, dilcouraged our Englifh adventurers, who then 
traded in a company, fo that they foon after relinquilhed that fifhery, 
and fo it remained till the reign of King Charles II, 
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The Englifh Eafl-India company,, fending out fix fhips in the year 
1618 for India, under the command in chief of Sir Thomas Dale, King 
James, to add the greater weight to that voyage, granted him a fpecial 
commiffion to govern that fleet, as well by common as by martial law. 
Alfo to feize on the fhips and merchandize of any others of his fubjedts 
who fhould be found navigating within the company’s limits without 
'their licence ; half the vrdue of fuch feizures to belong to the crown, 
and the other half to the company. [Foedera, V. xvii, p. 56.] 

We have feen King James’s commiffion to Sir Walter Raleigh for the 
projedl of finding the fuppofed rich gold mines of Guiana. In the year 
following he failed out on that adventure with twelve fhips, two of which 
deferred him before he arrived at Guiana, where, liowever, he could 
never find the marks he had left there ; although his fon and Captain 
Kemys failed a vaft way up the river Oronoco in quefi of them to no 
purpofe. But, being narrowly watched by Count Gondemar, the Spanifh 
minifter at King James’s court, and perhaps, as many think, given up 
to be a facrifice to the projedled match between Charles prince of Wales 
and the infanta of Spain; King James was induced this year to iffue a 
proclamation, ‘ that whereas he had licenced Raleigh and others to un- 
‘ dertake a voyage to Guiana, where they pretended great probabilities 
‘ to make difcovery of rich gold mines ; in which licence we did, by 

* exprefs limitation and caution, reflrainthem from any adl of hoflility, 

‘ wrong, or violence, upon the territories of any princes in amity with 
‘ us, and more peculiarly of thofe of our dear brother the king of Spain. 

‘ All which notwithfianding, w’e are fince informed by common fame, 
' that they have, by an hoflile invafion of the town of St. Thome, be- 
‘ ing under the obedience of our faid dear brother the king of Spain,, 
‘ and by killing divers of the inhabitants thereof, his fubjeds, and after 
‘ burning and facking the faid town, malicioully broken and infringed 
‘ the peace and amity which hath been fo happily eftablifhed, and fo 
‘ long inviolably continued, between us and the fubjeds of both our 
‘ crowns : we have therefor held it fit, to make a public declaration 
‘ of our utter miflike and detefiation of the laid infolencies and excefies. 
‘ And, for the clearing of the truth of the faid common fame, we do 

* hereby ftridly charge all our fubjeds that have any particular under- 
‘ Handing and notice thereof, immediately to difcover the fame to fome 
‘ of our privy council, upon pain of our highdifpleafure,’ ^c. [Feeder a „ 
V. xvii, p. 90.] 

Upon Raleigh’s return without gold. King James fiifavowed his hav- 
ing given him authority to fail to Guiana, although he had privately re- 
ceived of him a fcheme of the whole defign, with a particular defcrip- 
tion of the country and the river Oronoco, &c. He could not, however, 
be put to death on account of this enterprize, becaufe he had the king’s 
commiffion for it ; but as he had been found guilty , in 1603, of a pre- 
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tended confpiracy with Lord Grey, &c. for dethroning King Janaes, in 
favour of Lady Arabella Stuart, and kept twelve years in the tower of 
London, (where he wrote the firfl; part of his Hiflory of the world,) to 
pleafe the court of Spain he was now, in the 77th year of his age, exe- 
cuted on that old fentence, to the no fmall difreputation of King James, 
and the infinite regret of all good men. 

The king granted an exclufive patent for twenty-one years to John 
Gilbert, for the foie making and vending of an inflrument which he 
called a water-plough; for taking up fand, gravel, &c. out of rivers and 
havens * ; and of an engine alfo invented by him, for raifing water in 
greater quantity than heretofor known, and to be moved and driven 
either by forne flream of water, or, for want of that, by ftrength of 
horfes, for draining coal-pits and other mines.- K xvii, p, 

102.] 7 

A proclamation was iffued, prohibiting buildings on new foundations 
in London, or within two miles of any of the gates of that city ; alfo, 
for reflraining the immoderate confluence of people thither ; wherein 
the fame reafons are.afligned as in the reftraint pitbliflied in t6o 2 by 
‘ Queen Elizabeth ; but which, in modem times, would not be eileemed 
of fufEcient weight to require any fuch reftraints in either cafe. 

The king hereby alfo prefcribes the manner of rebuilding houfes in 
London, in refpedl to the height of the flories and thicknefs of the 
walls ; the later to be either of brick or ilone ; with the form of the 
windows and fliops, &c. He alfo diredbs all fheds and other nuifances 
to be removed. {Fcedera, V. xvii, p. loy,'] 

King James iffued a fpecial commiflion to his chancellor, and fundry 
other lords and gentlemen, ‘ for the removal of nuifances in the grounds 

* called Lincoln’s-inn-fields, fituated in a place much planted round 
‘ about with the dwellings of noblemen and gentlemen of quality ; 

‘ which grounds, if they were reduced into fair and goodly walks, 

* would be a .matter of great ornament to the city, alfo of pleafure and 

* freflinefs for the health and recreation of the inhabitants thereabout, 

‘ and for the flight and delight of ambaffadors and Grangers com- 
‘ ing to our court and city. The commillioners are therefor direded 
‘ to lay out thoi'e fields into regular walks, &c. in fuch form as Inigo 

* Jones, our furveyor-general of our works (and one of the commif- 
‘ ifloners) fliall draw by way of map. The expenfe thereof to be de- 
‘ frayed by contributions from the mod fubftantial inhabitants of the 
‘ adjacent pariflies^of St. Martin’s, and St Giles’s in the fields, St. Mary 
‘ Savoy, St. Clement’s, St. Andrew’s, St. Dunftan’s, and St. Bride’s ; 

‘ and a lift of fuch as will not contribute fhall be laid before us. A 
‘ treafurer to be eleded out of the contributors. The mafter of the 

f probably tbe fame now ufedby the ballaJ^^meR* 
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- rolls is hereby direded to colled the contributions of the two Ser- 
‘ jeants-Inns, the four inns of court, and the eight inns of chancery 
{Feeder a, V. p. u p.] 

The king gave a patent thirty-one years to David Ramfay and 
Thomas Wildgoffe, ‘ for the foie benefit arifing from their inventions, 

‘ for ploughing land without horfes or oxen, for improving barren 
t grounds, for railing water from any low place to the houfes of noble- 
‘ men and gentlemen, and to cities and towns, and to make boats for 
‘ the carriage of burdens and pafTengers, to run upon the water as fwift 
‘ in calms, and more fafe in florms, than boats full-failed in great 
‘ winds.’ {Fcedera,V. xvii^p. 121.] 

With refped to the whale-filhing of the Hollanders, De Witt quotes 
Lieven Van Aitzma, who fays, ‘that the whale-fifhery to the north- 
‘ ward employs above 12,000 men at fea f which infers, that the 
Dutch had probably near 300 fail of fhips employed in the wliale-fifh- 
ery about ico years ago, at a time when England had none at all. 

The colony of Virginia went on increafing, and confiderable quanti- 
ties of tobacco were raifed there, which now began to be well taken off 
at home. Sir Samuel Argali, the governor, finding this colony in a 
thriving way, began to have his eye on the French, who, about the 
year 1616, had croffed the river of St. Laurence, and made a fettle- 
ment in the country then named Acadia (now Nova-Scotia), and alfo 
on part of w'hat is now called New-England. He drove the French 
from Port-royal (fince named Annapolis-royal), and from another fmall 
fettlement of theirs, and took a fhip riding before it. We are here to 
obferve, that the Englifh, from the very beginning of their planting 
on the continent of America, had ever deemed Nova-Scotia to be a part 
. of North-Virginia, as Georgia, more lately, and before it took that 
name, was undoubtedly deemed a part of South-Carolina, though not 
then planted on. For at this time Virginia, being the mother Englifh 
colony on that continent, and its patent extending to the northernmofl 
parts of America, all the fettlements to the northward of Cape Henry 
were comprehended under the general appellation of North-Virginia. 

Sir Samuel Argali alfo diflodged fome Dutchmen, who, under pre- 
' tence of a purchafe from Captain Hudfbn, had feated themfelves on 
Hudfon’s river, in what is now called New-York, and which the Dutch 
had then named New-Netherlands. Yet they again foon refettled and 
multiplied there. 

Whether the Indians of Virginia had received bad impreflions of 
our firfl Englifh planters, fome of whom through rafhnefs might have 

• ^ Th^ lioiifes round Lincoln's -inn-ficlds, men- member the adjacent ground- plot?, then wafte, bc- 
tioned in this commiilion, were eredled by Inigo ing laid out by the fame great architedl:. 

Jones ; and fome of them on the foutb 'and weft ^tcre^ In what year did Mr. Anderfon write 
iides of the fquare, and on the fouth fide of Queen- that people Were alive who had been contempora- 
ftreet, are flill entire. Many people ftiil alive re- ry with Jones, who died in 1651 ? M* 
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iifed ■violence towards them, is not, at this diftance of time, and through 
pajrtial reprefentations, fo eafily to be determined ; but it is certain that 
■ the Indians deftroyed many Engliih people in thofe times ; and that 
they, in retaliation, made great havoc of the Indians, who at firfl; were 
very numerous along that coaft. Gertainly, whenever it can be done 
with fafety, it is of vaft benefit to any fuch plantation to live well with 
the natives, who may be many ways fubfervient to their interefl, more 
efpecially by driving a very confiderable traffic with them for furs and 
fkins, in exchange for that fort of woollen cloth called duffle, guns, 
gun-powder, lead-fhor, hatchets, knives, fcifiars, needles and thread, red 
oker, for painting their bodies, &c. Alfo, by engaging their friendfhip, 
in oppofition to thofe of the colonies of the other European nations at 
variance with them ; of which our other colonies have fince had fufficient 
experience. We ought however, on this occafion, to do the managers of 
the Virginia company the juftice to obferve, that they had already 
formed a defign to eredt a college for the converfion of the Indians to 
chriftianity, although it proved abortive. 

The Dutch went on very fuccefsffilly in their captures of Spanifh and 
Portuguefe (hipping ; but of all their expeditions (fays Voltaire in his. 
General hiflory of Europe, V.v\, c. ii) that of Admiral Peter Hen 
was the mod profitable to them ; he having this year taken the entire 
fleet of galleons homeward bound, whereby he carried home no lefs 
than twenty millions of livres. 

The Dutch fortified the port of Jacatra (now called Batavia), which, 
is capable of containing 1000 (hips, in order to exclude the Englifli. 
from it. The Javans oppofing it, were aflifled by the Englifh from Ban- 
tam with cannon arid (hips, wherewith they drove away the Dutch ftiips 
of war ; yet, in the end, the Dutch flood their ground, and bept pof- 
feilion of Batavia, and alfo of their fiidlory at Bantam, after many 
flruggles with the Englifli company’s (hips, and much daughter between 
them, and alfo with thofe of Bantam. After which, this new city of 
Batavia increafed very much in people and commerce, although it was 
attacked by the king of Java by lea and land in the year 1 630, and. 
again by the Bantamefe in 1655.. Hither they import vaft quantities of 
European merchandize for the Javans, and alfo for the Chinefe, who 
come hither in their large veffels.. It is indeed a magazine for all the 
produdions of India, Japan, and ^the fpice-iflands ; it is the centre of 
ail tbs Dutch commerce : and its governor-general lives in the ftate of' 
a fovereign princet bis forces being reckoned 20,000 or more. And in 
Java, the Moluccoes, Ceylon, and Malacca, fome have reckoned half a 
million of people fubjed to the Dutch company, who, in India, are- 
flrong enough to expell all the other European nations ; and they fend 
more European merchandize to India' than perhaps all the reft of Eu- 
rope do rogether. The Dutch governors of Batavia have from time, to i 
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time added many new fortifications and outworks to that city, which is 
about fix miles in circumference, and contains about 80,000 people. 
They have likewife built many forts and redoubts, at proper difiances, 
for feveral miles round it, for the fafety of their plahta'tions, farms, and 
pleafure-houfes ; fo as to be deemed long fince out of danger from any 
attack of the natives, according to NieuhofTs voyages, publiflied in 
1676, who then reckoned 6720 fighting men in it, befides the Dutch in- 
habitants, and the families of great numbers of Ghinefe, Malayans, 
Amboynefe, Moors, and Javan efe. They have fugar-houfes, powder- 
mills, paper-rnills, and all other conveniences, without being obliged to 
depend on the uncertainty of fupplies from Europe. And their coffee 
is reckoned next to that of Mocha for goodnefs. They have alfo pep- 
per, rice, wax, benzoin ; magazines of iron, timber, and naval ftores j 
founderies for cannon ; docks for Ihip-building, &c 

The Englilh Ruflia company were now difputing with the Hull men 
their whale-filhing at the ifle of Trinity, lying in the north fea towards 
Spit zber gen, that company claiming an exclufive right to the filhery; 
yet the Hull fhips having firft difcovered that ifle, and very early fifhed 
at it, it was this year granted to the corporation of Hull by King James 
for their whale-filhing. 

Although the Englilh (as we have feen) had, fo early as the year 
1 536, reforted for commerce to Guinea or the well coall of Africa, yet, 
by reafon of Ioffes and difappointraents in that traffic, they became ne- 
gligent of it, and even feem to have difcontinued it entirely, till now 
that King James granted an exclufive charter to Sir Robert Rich, and 
other Londoners, for railing a joint Hock for a trade to Guinea. Never- 
thelefs, as feparate traders would not forbear reforting to that coaft, 
fuch difputes arofe between this company and them as foon ended in 
the diflblution of the company, the proprietors withdrawing their 
lhares. This occafioned that trade to lie negledled during the reft of 
this king’s reign, and alfo fome part of his Ton’s reign, whilft the Hol- 
landers perfifted in improving their own trade on this coall. That 
Ihort-lived company had foon fpent the greatell part of their capital ; 
the gold and drug trade alone not being fufficient to fupport fa^ories 
and forts there there not having as yet been any trade for negro Haves 
for our owm American ifland plantations, fcarcely as yet exilling. 

idiQ — The Ruflia and Eafi-India companies of England fitted out 
nine fhips and two pinnaces for the whale-fifliery at Spitzbergen in the 
year 1619. But the voyage proving unfortunate, the two companies, 

■ after carrying it on jointly for two years without fuccefs, agreed to give 
up that filhery. 

^ An ample account of tins Dutch capital of the Eaft, *may be fotind in the Voyages of Staton- 
nils, a comtpander in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft -India company. M* . 
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The Englifli lilver coins being much melted down and exported at 
ftns time, King James ifllied a proclamation, prohibiting the exchange 
of'filver coins into gold ones, for any manner of profit, or above the 
rates for which the fame coins are current in the realm. And ‘ where- 
‘ as the drawing of monies into the goldfmiths hands, by turning filver 
‘ into gold upon profit of exchange, doth make it (the filver) the more 
‘ ready to be ingrofTed into the merchants hands for tranfportation to 
‘ mints abroad, and that fuch profit to be taken upon change of monies 
‘ is prohibited by law, — -the king ffriftly commands that no goldfmith 
‘ nor any other perfon fhall melt down, or make into any kind of vef- 
‘ fel or plate, or other manufadfure, any of his coins current in thefe 
‘ realms; but fhall only make the fame out of old plate, foreign bul- 
f lion, or foreign coin, or of filver burnt out of lace, and the like. 

‘ And, the better to prevent the unneceflary and exceflive vent of 
^ gold and filver foliate (i. e. leaf) within this realm, none fuch fhall 
' from henceforth be wrought or ufed in any building, ceiling, wain- 
‘ foot, bedfleads, chairs, flools, clothes, or any other ornament whatfb- 
‘ ever; except it be armour or weapons, or in arms or enfigns of ho- 
‘ nour at funerals, or inonuments of the dead.’ V. xvii, 133.3 

In this year there were two proclamations againfl eating flefh in lent, 
or on other faft-days. ‘ None to prefume to difobey this order with- 
‘ out a licence from the bifhop of the diocefe; which licences (fays the 

* king) fhould be fparingly granted.’ His reafons are, ‘ the benefit of 

* this abflinence, for the increafe of flefh-meat all the reft of the year, 

‘ and that the contrary pradice is againft iaw.’ [Fcedera, V.xvn, pp.i^if 

134-] 

And alfo a proclamation ‘ for the builders of new houfes in London 
‘ to make their walls of brick, as in a former proclamation*".’ [Fcedera^ 
K xvii, />. 143.] 

A pacification between the two rival Eaft-India companies of Eng~ 
land and Holland, after many controverfies, was effected by the king’s 
interpofition, as follows. 

After fundry fruitlefs conferences at London and at the Hague, in 
the years 1613 and 1615, for accommodating their differences, the 
king and the _ftates, defiring to cement more and more the bands of 
friendflrip between the two nations, were earneft to refume the affair in 
a third congrefs, to be held by commiflioners from the king and the 

From the preambli* it appears, that hmilar tliofe of greater height to have the length of two 
proclamations had been ifTued in the 2d, 5th, 6ch, bricks up to the top of the firft llory 5 that the 
Qth, and i6th years of his reign as king of Eng- heads of the windows of fliops fhould be arched with 
land, bcfides this one, for regulating new buildings ; ftones or bricks cut in the form of wedges, Uni- 
and directing that they fliould be fufiiciently airy formity of building, and regularity in the flreets, 
and fubkantial ; no other materials than brick or are likewife recommended. Regulations fome- 
flone to be employed in the walls, wdiicli in houfes. what firailar have lately been renewed, and in the- 
aot exceeding two {lories were to have the length present age of {light building, cannot^ be too {Iricl- 
of one brick and a half in their thickuefs, and in ly -enforced. M* 
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flates, in the prefence of certain deputies from each company : and, af- 
ter long debates, they have at length come to the following conclufiopf, 
viz, 

I) ‘ There lhall be, from the date hereof, an amnefty and oblivion of 
all offences and excelfes committed in the Eafl-Indies by either party ; 
and in confequence thereof, the prifoners, fhips, and merchandize, of 
both parties, fhail be freely delivered up and reftored. 

II) ‘All the officers and fervants of both companies fhail afford all 
poffible aid and friendfliip to each* other, as between friends and neigh- 
bours fo nearly allied ; and if any of either party fhail happen to be in 
diflrefs at fea, the people of the other party fhail afford them all poffible 
fuccour. 

III) ‘ Commerce in the Eafl-Indies fhail be abfolutely free for both 
companies ; who may trade with and employ, on their refpedive fepa- 
rate accounts, Inch fund and capital as they ffiall judge proper. 

IV) ‘For the common benefit of commerce in India, both compa- 
nies fhail endeavour to bring about a redudion of the duties there, as 
well as of gifts and prefents. 

V) ‘ The like endeavours fhail be ufed by both companies in India 
to reduce the prices of merchandize there. And as to the fale of India 
commodities in the countrios of both the contrading parties, a certain 
price fhail be mutually agreed on, below which neither company fhail 
fell the fame. 

VI) ‘ To prevent all jealoufies between the two companies, the com- 
miffioners of both companies fhail fix a certain moderate price for the 
purchafe of pepper at Bantam, and other places in Java-Major j which 
fhail be equally divided between the two companies. 

VII) ‘ The Englifh Eaft-India company fhail freely enjoy the traffic 
at Palicate and bear half the expenfe of the fort and garrifon there, 

VIII) ‘ In the Molucco ifles, Banda, and Amboyna, commerce fliall 
be fo regulated by common confent, that the Engliffi company fhail en- 
joy the third part of it, both for import and export j and the Dutch 
company the other two thirds thereof. 

IX) ‘ And for this purpofe the fadors of both companies fhail buy 
the merchandize at the current prices there, and fhail divide them by 
lot, in due proportion, between both companies. 

X) ‘ And as fo remote and fo important a commerce cannot be pro- 
teded without a flrong power, 20 fhips of war fhail be furnifhed for 
that end, ten by each company, and each fliip froffi 600 to 800 tons 
burden, carrying 150 men, and 30 pieces of cannon each, befides other 
netful ammunition ; which cannon fhail carry balls of 8 to 18 pounds 



• This is the firft inftance (atleaft in the Foedera) of fpeciTying the number of guns and weight 
tlidr-fhotj, as vvdlas the toanage,. which ia our. times couuitutc the raie of fhips of war*. 



XI) * ALTo the council of defence ihall confider of the numhei- of 
^leys, frigates, and other lefler necelTary veflels. 

XII) ‘ The forts and garrifons in the Moluccos, Banda, and Amboy- 
na, Ihall be maintained by the impofitions on the produAs of the faid 
iflands, to be fettled by the common council of defence. 

XIII) ‘ For the eftablifliment and prefervation of order, there fhall 
be ereded a council of defence, of each company four perfons : being 
the principal officers of each company, who fhall prefide iii their turns. 

XIV) ‘ The council fhall dired all matters relating to the common 
defence at fea, and fhall ftation the fhips of war as they fhall judge ne- 
ceflary. 

XV) ‘ They fhall alfo fettle the impofitions needful for the mainte- 
nance of the forts and garrifons. 

XVI) ‘ The fhips of war fhall remain in the places where flationed, 
and fhall not be employed in carrying goods to Europe, or to the other 
provinces. 

XVII) ‘ Yet, if the council of defence fhall permit it, the faid fhips 
of war may be employed fometimes from one place to another in In- 
dia, for the conveying of merchandize belonging to their refpedive 
companies. 

XVIII) ‘ The council may alfb, in emergencies, employ the merch- 
ant fhips for defence. 

XIX, XX) ‘ The lofs and expenfe, as well as the profit by captures, 
&c. fhall be equally born and divided between both companies. 

XXT, XXII) But fhips of war, which may be loft by tempefl, &c. 
fhall be made good by the company they belong to. 

XXIII) ‘ The forts fhall remain in the pofTeffion of that company in 
whofe hands they now are. 

XXIV) ‘ It is agreed, that the eredion of fome forts, propofed by 
the Engliflh company, fhall be poftponed for two or three years, after 
which the number and fituation of them can be more conveniently de- 
termined. 

XXV) ‘ The forts in the Moluccos, or elfewhere in India, acquired 
by the joint forces of both companies, fhall be equally poffefled and 
garrifoned by both companies, or equally divided between them, as the 
council of defence fhall dired. 

XXVI) ‘ The two companies fhall jointly endeavour to open a free 

trade to China, or other parts of India, under the diredion of the 
council. • 

XXVII) ‘ Neither company fhall foreftall or exclude the other from 
any part of the Indies, by fortifications, or by contrads hereafter to be 
made.j but all the commerce fhall be free and common to both compa- 
nies in every part of the Indies. 

XXVIII) ‘ No perfon, not free of either company, fhall enjoy the 



2 g 6 Ai I), 1619. "x- 

benejSt of this treaty, unlefs by the confent of both companies. And 
if any ilibjedt of the king, or of the ftates, ihall hereafter invade t|^ 
privileges of either company, in that cafe both companies ihall joiiitly 
and feparately oppofe all invaders of this trade, and all other companies 
that may hereafter be fet up during the term of this treaty. 

XXIX) ‘ In cafe of the death of the fadlors, or other difaflers hap- 
pening to either company, their property fhall be carefully preferved by ^ 
the factors of the other company for the proprietors. 

XXX) ‘ This ti eaty {hall continue for during which, 
any difputes which cannot be determined by the council in India, or 
by the companies in Europe, fhall be fubmitted to his majefty and the 
flates general, who will condefeend to fettle them.’ 

The king, in his ratification of the treaty, promifes not to eredl any 
other India company during the term of it. '[Fcedera, V. xvii, p. 170.] 

This famous treaty, or rather union, between the two companies, was 
fcarcely fboner concluded than it was violated in its mofl effential points. 

The Englifh and Dutch writers are fo diametrically oppofite in their 
accounts of the tranfadlions which followed, that they agree in nothing 
but mutual accufations, fo that it is apparently impoflible to difcover 
the truth. But we may obferve, that if the two companies could have 
preferved the harmony prpfeffed in the treaty, they might probably till 
now have remained foie mafters of the entire commerce of Arabia, Per- 
fia, India, and China, and have expelled not only the Portuguefe, but 
every other European nation, from trading to thofe countries. How 
juftly that could have been done, we do not pretend to fay. 

The king appointed Sir John Ayre his minifter at the court of the 
fuitan Ofrnin Han, at Conftantinople, to fettle friendfhip and com- 
merce with Turkey, and to appoint the places of trade, and to ngmi-! 
Bate confuls. K xvii,^, 178.3 

‘ About this time tapeftry work was firft brought into England by 
‘ Sir Francis Crane, for the encouragement whereof King James gave 
‘ L2000 for the building of a houfe at Mortlake, on the Thames, where 
‘ Francis Clein was the firfl defigner.’ \PreJent Jiate of England, part iii, 

A 93. ^ 683.] 

According to the author of the Happy future flate of England 7S, 
ed. 1689] the whole coinage of gold and filver in the mint at the tower 
of London, between the years 1 599 and 1619, was L,4,779,3i4 : 13:4. 

I he voyagers tell us, that in this year the Englifh, from Japan, at- 
tempted to fettle a trade with China and Cochin China, though unfuc- 
cefsfully. In the later country both the Englifh and Dutch fatdors were 
maflacred ; becaufe, as was given out, the Dutch had a little before 
burnt^ one of their towns. Letters from the Englifh fadory at Firando, 
in Japan, gave accounts of a great perfecurion of chriflians in that 
coimtry ; » a^nd. they alfo complaiixed of the cruel treatment by the 



^putch to the Englifli there, whom they would have totally deftroyed, 
^t for the interpofition of the Japanefe. . 

We have already feen, that the French had found the way to the 
Eaft-Indies fo early as in the year 1601, under the diredion of a com- 
pany of merchants of St. Malo’s, In Thevenot’s colledion of voyages,! 
we find they now fent out three fliips thither : and at Acheen, in the 
ifland of Sumatra, their admiral Beaulieu delivered to the king of that 
place the French king’s letters and prefents. Beaulieu complained of 
obftrudions from the Englifli, but more efpecially from the Dutch (that 
obftrudion being quite confiftent with the before-recited treaty) ; and, 
upon the whole, he ieems to have made but an indifferent voyage*'. 

In this fame year the voyage writers tell us, that the Dutch pofiefTed 
the principal ports of trade in the great ifland of Borneo : its chief pro- 
dudions being the befl camphire in the world, frankincenfe, caflia, 
mufk, agaric, aloes, various gums, wax, maftic, cotton, cinnamon, pep- 
per, honey, diamonds, gold-dufl, bezoar-ftones, loadflones,iron, tin, bra- 
iil-wood, &c. 

Captain Moncke, by order of the court of Denmark, now wintered 
in the country ufually called Old Greenland, near Hudfon’s bay : but, 
out of 64 men, only himfelf and two more furvived to the next fum- 
mer ; and they, with the utmoft difficulty, brought home their fhip to 
Denmark. Yet in that country of Gteenland, properly fo called, he 
found frefli rafberries under the fnow, many trees, lalmon in the rivers, 
deer, hares, wild fowl, &c. and very good talc, of which he brought 
home many tons : but the natives all the while would not come near 
him. This was an attempt of the court of Denmark to re-people 
Greenland, formerly occupied by a colony from Norway, which had 
been unaccountably lofl. In our own days the Danes have re-colonized 
fome fmall part of that coaft, though to very little purpofe. 

1620. — By this time the voyages by fea to the Eafl-Indies had fo 
greatly lowered the prices of Indian merchandize, that the trade be- 
tween India and Turkey, by the old way, viz. by the Perfian gulf and 
up the river Tigris, and alfo by the Red fea, was much decayed ; where- 
by the grand fignior’s cufloms were very much leflTened. The ingeni- 
ous Mi'. Munn, in the year 1621, publifhed a treatife in favour of the 
Eaft-India trade ; wherein he gives the quantities of Indian merchan- 
dize confumed annually in Chriflendom, with their prime coft, and all 
charges till onbhard, by the old w'ay from Aleppo, and alfo the new way 
by long fea ; whemce, he thinks, will be feen the great benefit of our 
own Eaft-lndia commerce, viz. 


^ Befides the misfortunes brought upon him by 
the confederates, he fuffered much from not know- 
ing the proper ilations and feafons for the trade. 
It appears by Beaulieu's narrative, that this was 
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his fecond voyage to India, and that the St. Malo 
company had a fadfory at Bantam in the year 
1621. [ Relations de voyages par Thevenot, pariie 

pp * 10, 41, 88, 90, 13-8. M . 

Pp 
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Cejl at Aleppo* 

6.000. 000 IB of pepper, i^per lb 600,000 

450.000 lb cloves, 4/9 per lb 1 06,87 5 

150.000 lb mace, 4^9 per lb 35,625 

400.000 lb nutmegs, per lb 46,666 

350.000 lb indigo, 4^ per Ib 75,B33 

1.000. 000 lb raw filk, 12/’ per lb 600,000 


Li ,465 ,000 


in hiiia^ 


6 0 

2|iL62,500 

0 0 

gd 16,875 6 0 

0 d 

8^ 5000 0 0 

^3 4 

4.d 6666 13 4 

6 8 

1/2 20,416 13 4 

0 0 

sy* 400,000 0 0 

0 d 

L5ii,458 6 8 


^ Thus (continues Mr. Munn) for a little above a third part of the 

* price of the wares fliipped from Turkey, we have them ihipped from 

* India; and adding One fixth part more for the expenfe of the voy- 
‘ age homeward, beyond that of the Turkey one, the faid wares by the 
‘ Cape of Good riope will coft us but about half the price which they 
‘ will coft from Turkey : belides, that the greater part of the Eafl-In- 

■ dia coft is paid to our own people, and centers at home ; as the 
‘ freight, infurance, fupercargoes, wages, much of the provifions,’ &e*. 


^ Munn alfo eftimates the annual importation coft onboard the {hips in India, and thoft they fell 
of the following India goods, with the prices they for in England, thus : 


Cj/? on hoard the Jitips in Indta„ 



1 Selling prices in England, 

250,000 lb pepper 

X26,04I t3 

4 

1/8 


6 

8 

150,000 lb clt)ves 9f/ - 

5626. 

0 

■ O' . 

K 

45,000 

0 

0 

150,000 lb nutmegs 4^/ 

• 2500 

0 

0 

7 ,J 6 

18,750 

0 

0 

50, coo lb mace 

1666 


4 

< 5 / 

15,000 

0 

0 

200,000 lb indigo ifi 

LI, 666 

J 3 

4 

5 f 

50,000 

0 

0 

307,140 lb China raw filk 7/ 

$ 7^499 

0 

0 

-20/" 

107,140 

0 

0 

50,000 pieces calico jf 

15,000 

0 

0 

20 f 

50,000 

0 

0 


El 00,000 

0 

0 


1.494,223 

6 

8 


And he confiders the whole of the great differ- 
ence, which conftfts of freight, duties, charges, 
and profits, as clear gain to the nation. 

He afterwards eftimates the annual confumption 
of the following India goods in England^ and 

‘Xhe Urtsejl antitnt prices, 

400,000 lb pepper 5/6 - 1.70,000 O 

40,000 lb cloves m o 

2 O,0D0,}b mace 9/ - pcoo o 

5 6o,QCoIh nutmegs 4/6 - 56,000 o 

JjOjOQQlb.indigo 7/ - 52,500 o 


Li83,5oo o 

The difference of thefe fums is a faving in the 
expenditure of England in confeqiience of the di- 
importation from India, 

It is- proper to obferve, that a review of the 
Dutch India trade was publifhed about this fame 
time, the author of which ftates the returns from 
the year 1596 to 1601, all charges deduced, to 
be-230.t6'ns of gold ; and he proceeds reckoning 
the company’s and the nation’s profits by the 
trade,, and. all iii, tons of gold.. The profits or & 


gives a comparative view of the loweft prices of 
them, when got from Turkey or Liihon, before 
England imported any from India, and the com* 
mon prices in his own time, thus : 



*The common modern prices. 

0 

1/8 L33,333 6 8 

0 

12,000 0 0 

0 

6/ 6000 0 0 

0 

2/6 20,000 0 0 

0 

5/ 0 0 

0 

•1-I£>8,333: 6 8’ 


vidends made in fixteen years, reckoning from the 
year 1.605, were 200 gilders on each fhare of 100 j 
and the value or market-price of each (hare was 
230 gilders. fSee the extract in Fur chases PtU 
^rimeSf L . Yy c . 15.3 

We muft remember that this, work was written 
by a partner of the Dutch corripany, who, like. 
Mr. Munn, was defirous of exhibiting the affairs 
of his company in the raoft advantageous lightx... 

Mm, ■ . . ■ . ^ 


r 
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Now, on fuppofition, that near the fame proportion holds in our days, 

^en it will follow, upon Mr. Munn’s plan, that a more confiderable 
motional benefit will arife from our modern Eafl-India trade, the im- 
ports whereof are now fo greatly increafed ; more efpecially in the ar- 
ticle of Bengal and China raw lilk. Moreover, it is queftionable, whe- 
ther, if the trade were turned into the old channel again, the Turks 
could take off much more of our produce and manufadhires than they 
do at prefent : fo that moft of the balance muft, in that cafe, be paid 
to Turkey in ready money by all Chriftendom. Yet an objedtion may 
be ftarted on the other fide, viz. whether that balance would be fo con- 
fiderable as that which we, in particular, and the reft of Europe, fend 
yearly in filver to India, more efpecially fince the vaft increafe of the 
confumption of tea from China, then unknown to Europe. Mr. Munn 
fays, ‘ that in his time the Turks fent annually from Aleppo and Con- 
ftantinople L500,coo Sterling in money, merely for Perfian raw filk ; 
and L6oo,ooo more from Mocha, for calicoes, drugs, fugar, rice, See. 
the Indians taking very little of the Turks in merchandize, but almoft 
.the whole in money. That the Venetians, Florentines, and Marfeiliians 
export much bullion; but it is in order to import much more : and 
this he thinks to be the cafe of our Englifh Eaft-India company; 
which, however, had only exported, from its firft eftablifhment in the 
year 1601 to July 1620, L548,09o in Spanifh filver; whereas they 
might by licence within that time have exported Ly 2 0,000. And in. 
the faid nineteen years, they have exported, in woollen cloths, tin, lead, 
and other Englifh and foreign wares, to the value of L292,286, being 
on an average Li 5,3 8 3 per annum. Upon the whole, our author 
thinks the trade to India ought to be confidered as exporting annuaUy 
in goods, &c. L48o,ooo, and importing only Li 20,000, whereby there 
is an annual balance in our favour of L36o,ooo, which is either receiv- 
ed in money, or its equivalent, from Turkey, Genoa, Leghorn, Mar- 
leilles, the Netherlands, &c. whither we lend our Indian wares. He 
fays, the French and Venetians export annually to Turkey L6oo,ooo 
in bullion, for the purchafe of Perfian raw filk, &c. which they after- 
wards in part manufa<fture and export, and partly re-export raw to all 
parts of Europe ; from whence they bring home much more bullion - 
than they before exported to Turkey; which is allb a parallel cafe to j 
that of our company’s exportation of bullion to India. That in the 
company’s late quarrels with the Dutch, twelve of our fliips were fur- 
priled and taken Jjy them, which has been a great lols to the company ; 
yet they had ftill twenty-one good Ihips in India, and L40o,ooo of good 
eftate ; this trade employing lo.coo tons of fhipping, 2500 mariners, 

500 fhip-carpenters, and about 120 fa dors. That with regard to the 
prefent complaints of the foarcity of money amongft us, our laying 
afide the Eaft-India trade, ihftead of a remedy, would make the matter 
* P p 2 
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ftill worfe, unlefs we could likewife fupprefs the commerce of all the otheK.-''^ 
nations of Europe to India ; and efpecially that of the Dutch, to whoisjf 
in fuch cafe, we fhould be obliged to pay fuch prices as they ihofild 
pleafe to impofe for their Indian wares.’ As Mr. Munn was an emi- 
nent merchant, and feems perfedlly mafter of his fubjecS, we thought 
fuch a brief view of the Eaft-India trade at that time would be curious 
and acceptable. 

In all the accounts hitherto publilhed of our Eaft-India commerce, 
there is no mention of cinnamon ; becaufe the Portuguefe being ftill 
poflelTed of the ifle of Ceylon, where alone the beft is produced, that 
fpice was to be had only from Lifbon. 

King James, in fome of his fpeeches, and the people of England in 
general, duely confidering the great advantages reaped by other Europ- 
ean nations from their filk manufadlures, about this time teftified much 
earneftnefs for the propagation of filk worms, and of white mulberry 
trees, for feeding the filk worms ; which however has hitherto not fuc- 
ceeded, perhaps owing to the coldnefs of our climate. But with refpe<ft 
to the manufadure of raw filk into broad filk fabrics, they began about 
this time to fet about it in earneft. For which end, one Mr. Burla- 
mach, a merchant, by the diredion of the king, brought from bejond 
fea fiik-throwfters, filk-dyers, and broad-weavers ; and the manufadure 
has in procefs of time proved fo extremely advantageous to the nation, 
and is fo very confiderable in our days, as to be thought to employ no 
fewer than at leaft fifty thoufand people in all its branches, and fome 
think half as many more. Mr. Munn, in his treatife, fays, that even 
then many hundreds of people were continually employed in winding, 
twilling, and weaving filk in London. The anonymous author of an 
ingenious pamphlet, in 4to, publilhed in 1681 (faid to have been Sir 
Jofiah Child), gives it as his opinion, that throughout Chriftendom, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, there are more men and women employed in filk nia- 
nufadures than in the woollen ; in which we mull beg leave to differ 
fi'om him ; as alfo in another alfertion in that piece, viz. that the num- 
ber of families already [i. e. 1681] employed therein in England 
amounted to above 40,000. Neverthelefs, there are abundance of very 
juft refledions in the pamphlet, which is entitled, treatife, wherein is 
demonjit'oted that the Eq/l- India trade is the imji national of all trades. 

King James commiffioned certain phyficians, merchants, grocers, and 
apothecaries, to dired the garbling of the drug called tobacco, and to 
feparate the good from the unwholefome parts thereof. The king, in 
his commiffion, complains that the duty he had laid on tobacco was not 
well paid : and the commiffion was probably intended for the better 
afeertaining that duty. {Foedera, V. xvii, p. ipo-] 

King James ilTued his proclamation, importing, that whereas Roger 
North^fq. and others, adventurers for an intertded plantation and let- 
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'^^ement of a trade and commeree in tliofe parts of the continent of 
.i^^erica near the river of Amazons, which were prefuppofed not to be 
under the obedience and government of any other-prince or ftate, hath 
fecretly conveyed himfelf away, and difloyally precipitated and embark- 
ed himfelf and followers on this defign, contrary to our royal pleafure 
and commandment exprefsly fignified to him by one of our principal 
fecretaries ; our admiral of England having alio refufed'him leave to 
go : We then, put of weighty confiderations and reafons of ftate, and 
upon the deliberate advice of our privy-council, have refolved to fufpend 
and reftrain the faid plantation and voyage for a time ; and have there- 
upon ftraightly commanded the faid North and aflbciates for a while to 
furceafe their faid defign, till our farther pleafure be known. We have 
therefor held it fit hereby to make a public declaration of our miflike 
and difavowment of this their ralh, undutiful, and infolent attempt : and 
do hereby revoke and difannuH all power, authority, and commifiion, 
which they may pretend to derive from us. And we do hereby charge 
them immediately to make their fpeedy return home, with all their 
fhipping, See. and forthwith to prefent themfelves to fome of our privy- 
council. And we do hereby ftridly require, as well the governors as 
all other the partners and adventurers interefted as members of the 
company and incorporation intended for that plantation ; as all other 
merchants, captains, mariners, &c. not to aid,abet, or comfort, the laid 
North and his aflbciates, with any {hipping, men, irioney, ammunition, 
provifions, &c. And our admirals, captains, &c. of any of our fub- 
jedls {hips, if they meet them at fea, or in harbour, {hall attack, feize, 
and fummon them to return home, and lhall bring them back, and 
commit them to the charge of fome of our officers, 8tc. till we give 
farther order concerning them. [Fc^Jera, Fi xvii, 215.] 

Sir Henry Savill made a noble eftablifhment for two profefTors of 
mathematics in the univerfity of Oxford ; one of which was for geo- 
metry, and the other for aftronomy : the falaries of each being L160 
per annum. Both thefe branches of mathematics are well known to 
be greatly beneficial to navigation and commerce, [ferirra, K xvii, 
/• 217.] . _ ■ 

King James I is univerfally known to have had a mortal averfion to- 
tobacco > of which we have the following, evidence in the preamble to 
a proclamation. 

‘ Whereas we, out of the diflike we had of the ufe of tobacco, tendt 
ing to a generaj and new corruption both of mens bodies and man- 

* ners ; and yet, neverthelefs, holding it of the two, more tolerable 
‘ that the fame fhould be imported, amongft many other vanities and 

* fuperfluities which come from beyond feas, than be permitted to be 
‘ planted here within this realm, thereby to abufe and mifemploy the 

* foil of this fruitful kingdom j and whereas we have taken into our 
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‘ royal confideration, as well the great wafte and confumption of t^; 

* wealth of our kingdoms, as the endangering and impairing 

* health of our fubje^s, by the immoderate liberty and abufe of tokac- 

* CO, being a weed of no necellary ufe, and but of late years brought 
‘ into our dominions ; we therefor ftridly charge and command, that 
‘ our proclarnation of December laft, reftraining the planting of tobac- 
^ CO, be obferved.’ [That proclamation is not in the Foedera, but the 
o6tayo hiftory of Virginia has given us its fubftance; viz. ‘ that the^ 
‘ people of Virginia growing numerous, they made fo much tobacco as 

‘ overftocked the market; wherefor the king, out of pity to the coun- 
‘ try, commanded that the planters fhould not make above one hun- 
‘ dred weight of tobacco per man : for the market was fo low that he 

* could not afford to give them above three fhillings the pound for it. 

‘ The king advifed them rather to turn their fpare time towards pro- 
‘ viding corn and ftock, and towards the making of potafh, or other 
‘ manufaftures.’] This king had afiiimed the pre-emption of all to- 
bacco imported, which he again fold out at much higher prices. This 
record continues, ‘ and that no perfon or perfons, other than fuch as 
‘ fhall be authorifed by our letters-patents, do import into England any 

* tobacco from beyond fea, upon pain of forfeiting the laid tobacco, 

‘ and fuch farther penalties as we fhall judge proper to infiidt. And, to 
‘ prevent frauds, all tobacco fhall be marked or fealed that fhall hence- 
‘ forth be imported.’ F. xvii, 233.] 

Some light is thrown upon the diverfions and amufements of Lon- 
don and its vicinity, and the general cuftoms of the age, by a grant 
from King James to Clement Cottrell, Efq. groom-porter of the houfe- 
hold, to licence a limited number of places, for the ufe of cards, dice, 
bowling-allies, tennis-courts, and fuch like diverfions ; viz. within Lon- 
don and Weflminfler, and the fuburbs of the fame, 24 bowling-allies ; 
in Southwark, 4 ; in St. Catherine’s, i ; in the towns of Lambeth and 




South-Lambeth, 2 ; in Shoreditch, i ; and in every other burgh, town, 
village, or hamlet, within two miles of the cities of London and Weft- 
minfter, one bowling-alley. Alfo within the faid cities of London and 
Weftminfter, and within two miles thereof, 14 tennis-courts. And to 
keep play at dice and cards, 40 taverns or ordinaries within the faid li- 
mits, ‘ for the honeft and reafonable recreation of good and civil! 
* people, whoe, for their quallitie and abilitie, may lawfully ufe the 
‘ games of bowling, tennis, dice, cardes, tables, nineholes, or any other 
‘•game hereafter to be invented.’ IFcedera, V. xvii,^. 236.] 

The pirates of the Barbary fhores having at this time greatly difturb- 
ed the commerce of England, the king ordered Sir Robert Maunfell, 
vice-admiral of England, to fail with certain fhips of the king’s, jointly 
with other fhips of his fubjeds, to deftroy the pirates. {Foedera, F xvii, 
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'■■v King James borrowed 2O(0,obo imperial dollars of his brother-in-law 
KihQg Chriftiari IV of Denmark, for the fuccour of the palatinate, &c, 
for'Which he was to pay the ufual and legal intereft of 6 per cent, be- 
ing 1 2 , goo dollars yearly. K xvii, p. 255.] 

It is here to be noted, that the rate of intereft by law in England 
Was at this time lO per cent, and was not reduced to 8 per cent till the 
year 1624. 

KingJames,inhiscommifliontoSirJohnMerrick,tobehisambaf- 
fador to the great duke of Ruflia, obferves, ‘ that whereas our fubjedls 
trading to Ruflia, by virtue of treaties, have long enjoyed fundry pri- 
vileges and immunities there, which now, by occaflon of the late 
troubles happening in that ftate, have received fome interruption; 
and the faid great duke and lord of Ruflia having, by an honourable 
embaflage to us, moved to us a continuance of amity, and fome other 
things concerning our welfare : For renewing the league and amity be- 
tween him and us, and the privileges of our fubjefits in his dominions,, 
and likewife for the re-demanding of a great fum of money, which at 
his requeft we were pleafed to furnifh him withal, we have conftituted- 
Sir John Merrick,’ &c. j 4 nd in the feme year he gave the like com— 
miflion and powers to Sir Dudley Diggs, for the feme errand to Ruflia*. 

Fi xvii, 256, 257.] 

About this time the Englilh company trading to the Eaft-Indies ob- 
tained leave of the king of Golconda to fettle at Madras-patan, on the 
coaft of Coromandel, where they were permitted to build the fort cati- 
ed St. George ; which has ever fince been the company’s general facto- 
ry for their trade to all parts eaft of Cape Comorin. The principal 
ftaple wares there, are calicoes of various kinds, and muflins although 
they likewife trade in all other Indian merchandize, and to all parts. . 
At Madras (as they commonly call that place J and the adjacent villages,, 
the company has been faid to have 100,000 perfons fubjed to them,- 
from whom they receive conliderable fums in.duties and cuftoms.. Fort St*. 
George, however-, is far from being a happy fituation, being fituated om 
a barren foil, and a tempeftuous ftiore, having no kind of harbour, nor 
even a convenient landing-place for boats it has no frefhi water- nearer 
than a mile diftant ; yet the company find, their conveniency in it in 
other refpeds, efpecially as to their trade in. diamonds, muflins,. chintz, 
&c. and in putting off their European wares moft in requeft. there, viz. 
ftockings, haberdafhery, gold and filver-lace, looking-glaffes,. and. drink— 
ing-glaffes, lead, wkies, cyder,. cheefe, hats, fluffs, ribands, 

The Danes having reforted to Eaft-India ever fince the year 1612, 
and having ereded a company for that commerce, now formed a- 
fcheme for poflefling themfelves of the cinnamon trade at Ceylon, and 
for that end fent out five fhips, efcorted by two men of war: but the 
Portuguefe. there obliged them to return home, unfuccefsful,. 
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And for preventing the Hollanders from fettling effedually, as th^yx, 
imagined, on Ceylon, on which they had for fome years calf a lon gh^g 
eye (having in 1612 made a treaty for that end with the king of 
Ion), the Portuguefe at this time increafed the number and llrength of 
their forts along the coafts of that ifland, whereby they fo much 
hemmed in the king of that country, that without their permifiion he 
could not hold correfpondence with any foreign nation : of which vio- 
lence they afterwards found the bad effects themfelves. 

Our voyage-writers give accounts of fundry abortive attempts to 
make fettlements in the country fince called New-England ; as, firft, at 
the charge of the lord chief-juftice Popham, Sir Ferdinando Gorges, 
and others, in the year 1606, who had obtained of King James a grant, 
enabling them to plant between the degrees of 38 and 45 north lati- 
tude ; and a fecond time in 1608. Another in 161 1, a fourth in 1612, 
a fifth in 1615 by the Virginia company, a fixth in j6i6, and alfo 
again in 1618 and 1619: though indeed fome of them were rather 
trading voyages for filh, train-oil, and furs, than adual attempts for 
planting. They, however, made many occafional difcoveries and fur- 
veys of rivers, bays, &c. preparatory to fuch a plantation. At firft, it 
was called by fome of the old geographers Norumbega, or more pro- 
perly North- Virginia. But the firft permanent plantation^ which re- 
mains to this time, was not made till this year, at a place named Ply- 
mouth, in New-England ; after having gained over fome of the fachems 
or chiefs of the Indians, and difpoflefled others of them, who made op- 
pofition thereto. And Captain John Smith, having furveyed the in- 
land country, and prefented a map of it to, Charles prince of Wales, the 
prince gave the country the name of New-England. 

This year four of the Englifh Eaft-India Ihips, outward bound, made 
folemn publication in Saldania bay, near the Cape of Good Hope, of the 
pofleflion of the adjacent country for King James, and ereded a mount 
in token of it. They thence failed to India, where they fought fuccefs- 
fully with the Pertuguefe fleet, and took feveral prizes. They likewife 
took fome of the mogul’s own Ihips called junks, and fome of the king 
of Decan’s likewife, who had ufed our people ill j and they returned 
home in 1622. 

Giles Hobbs, one of our Ru Ilia company’s factors, made a journey 
from Mofcow to Ifpahan, by the way of Aftracan, and acrofs the Caf- 
pian fea, as the company’s agents had done in Queen Elizabeth’s time. 
In his letter he gives an account of a great trade for raw filk at fundry 
ports on the Cafpian fea ; and infinuates how eafily the company might 
carry on that filk trade, by tranfporting it to Ruflia. He fays, that at 
Aftracan the Perfian veflels bring in their dyed filks, calicoes, and Per- 
lian .fluffs ; and, in return, carry home cloth, fables, martens, red leather, 
and _9l4 Ruflia money: but that the Turks, Arabs, Armenians, and 
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-.JPortuguefe, were feverally plotting againft our Perlian trade. The Por- 
%guefe more efpecially were our company’s greateft enemies on all oc- 
cafions. 

The Rullia and Eaft-India companies having (as related under the 
year 1619) laid down their whale filhery, four members of the Ruffia 
company now fent out feven fhips to Spitzbergen on their own private 
account; but they proved unfuccefsful. 

1621— In the next year they fent the fame number of lliips thither 
again, with better fuccefs. In both thefe voyages, and others alfo prior 
to thefe, mention is made of the quantity of oil brought home ; but 
not the leaft mention of whalebone or fins. They fucceeded very badly 
in 1622 ; but in 1623, the laft year of their union, they had good fuc« 
cefs ; though they were not able to drive the Dutch away, who were 
fuperior in number of fhips, and had the prince of Orange’s com- 
miffion. 

The truce between Spain and Holland expiring this year, the later 
began hoftilities, by taking the town and port of St. Salvador in Brafil; 
and in their homeward voyage they took feveral Spanifh fhips. 

The Englifh at the Banda ifles were fo ill fupported by their friends 
at Bantam, that the Hollanders, colledfing all their force, attacked them 
in the feveral iflands, feizing on their forts, artillery, and other eflfedls ; 
burning fuch towns as made refiilance, and putting many of the natives 
to the fword. They are faid alfo to have imp rifoned and otherwife 
cruelly ufed our company’s people ; and, in fhort, after adting other bar- 
barities, they drove the Englifh abfolutely from thence, compelling the 
natives to make a folemn furrender of their country to them. 

This is our Englifh compiany’s account. 

But the Dutch, in their own vindication (printed at Amflerdam 1622) 
allege, that as early as 1609, the natives, by a fpecial treaty, put them- 
felves under the protedfion of the flates-general ; who agreed to defend 
themipgainfl: the Portuguefe and their other enemies, on condition of 
receiving all their fpices at Rated prices : but that afterwards the Ban- 
danefe broke thefe engagements, and committed feveral violences againft 
the Dutch, till the years 1616 and 1617, when this agreement was re- 
newed ; biit was again foon after broken, by the inftigation of the 
Englifh, who furnifhed them with provifions, ammunition, and fhips, 
till the year 1620, when peace between the Englifh and Dutch com- 
panies united their councils, for redueing the Bandanefe into terms of 
trade, for the common benefit of both companies. For, it feems, the 
people of Banda had re-admitted fo me Portuguefe to trade there ; and 
when the Dutch came to attack the Bandanefe on that account, they 
were underhand fupported by the Englifh, contrary to the agreement 
between the Euglifh and Dutch ; whereby the later alone undertook 
the redudtion of thofe ifles, for their common benefit. So that the 



Dutch met with much difficulty in fubduing the Bandanefe, which ^ 
laft was effected ; and they were obliged to acknowlege the ftates^gen^ 
ral for their fovereigns, as before mentioned. V* 

The Englilh company replied to this, by recriminations, &c.. Cer- 
tainly at this diftance of time it is by no means likely we fliould be able 
to clear up the truth ; neither is it indeed worth our while to attempt it.. 

The judicious Mr. Munn [Difcourfe of Trade from England to Eaft- 
india, 17] fays, ‘ that of all Europe this nation drove the mpft pro- 
' Stable trade to Turkey, by reafon of the vaft quantities of broadcloth, 

‘ tin, &c. which we exported thither ; enough to purchafe all the wares 
‘ we wanted in Turkey ; and in particular 300 great bales of Perfian raw 
‘ lllk yearly : whereas a balance in money is paid by the other nations 
‘ trading thither, Marfeilles fends yearly to Aleppo and Alexandria at 
‘ leaft L50 o,ooo Sterling, and little or no wares *. Venice fends about 
‘ L40 o,ooo Sterling yearly in money, and a great value in wares be- 

fide. The Low Countries fend about L50,ooo, and but little wares.. 
‘ And Medina La 5, 000 in ready money. Belides great quantities of 
‘ gold and dollars from Germany, Poland, Hungary, &c. And all thefe 
‘ nations take of the Turks, in return, great quantities of camblets,. 
‘ grograms-, raw filk, cotton wool and yarn, galls, flax, hemp, rice, hides, 

' iheeps wool, wax, corn,’ &c. 

• What a fine account have we here of the Engiilh trade to Turkey, in 
th'bfe days, and how different from the prefent time, when the French 
fo much go beyond us therein, and the Dutch have fo much improved 
their own manufadures fent thither ? We would, however, hope that 
our trade thither is ffill profitable to us ; at leaft, it is become now ab- 
folutely neceffary for our filk manufacture f, and for its drugs, dyeing 
fluffs, &c. for our other manufadures. 

A very impolitic and unjuftifiable perfecution of the puritans or pro- 
teftant diflenters at this time brought on the effedual fettlement of New- 
England, much fooner and completer than otherwife could havipbeen 
efftded. Robinfon, a Brownift minifter, and bis congregation, had re- 
tired into Holland, to avoid the perfecution of high commiflion 
courts/ dnd other fpiritual judicatures; but, not lining their refidencq 
there, they fixed thek thoughts .on = a fettlement in that new colony, 
which they reafon-ably hoped might dfo prove an afylum for all other 
perfecuted proteftants. Among thofe adventurers there were fundry 
gentlemen of good families, who, upon, the fame motives, fold their 
feftates in England, to enable them to fettle in America ; fuch as William 
Bradford, Efq. of Yorkfhire ; Captain Standifh of Lancafhire ;.,Edward 
Wihflow, Efq. of Worcefterfhite, &c. Sit Robert Naunton, one of the 

* Ftairce had not then entered into the woollen territories m India has now rendered this country 
ndanufcl<?i:ure. . in a great meafure independent of the Turkifli do- 

f The importation of raw rnk froni the Britifh mmlonsToV tja'e fupply of that raw mateflah M. 


'fecretaries of ilate, being a favourer of the puritans, was very ufEjEling 
lierein,’ by obtaining the king’s patent for planting there: and accord- 
ingly, this year, they fettled at a place neat Cape Cod, which they named 
New Plymouth, and by a formal inftrument declared themfelves fub^ 
jedts of the crown of England, and folemnly engaged themfelves to an 
abfolute fubmiffion to fuch laws and rules as fbould be eftabliihed for 
the good of the colony ; and they eledled their own governor, for one 
year only. ' 

For fome years, however, they underwent coniiderable hardlhips, and 
loft half of their number by ficknefs ; yet, receiving annual fupplies of 
people from England, thereby, and by exchanging knives, fciflars, 
needles, &c. with^the Indians for corn, and for furs, fifh, aird Ikins, 
which they fcnt home to England, they were enabled in five years tinie 
to clear and cultivate as much land as produced corn enough, and to 
fpare, of their own growth. And the mad perfecution of the puritans 
in England by the fpiritual courts continuing, numbers of them, with 
their families and fortunes, from time to time, increafed this colony. 
Thus, out of the great evil of perfecution and ill-judged reflraints for. 
confcience fake, have fprung up much good to the Britifli empire in 
America. For by the great numbers of honefl and induftrious people 
driven into that wildernefs, with their effeds, they were enabled to clear 
and cultivate a noble province in a fhort fpace, which otherwife might 
poflibly have remained to this day thin, weak, and defencelefs againfl 
the Indians and the French of Canada. Thofe new-comers obtained two 
patents of the Plymouth council, for poflefling the country of the 
Maflachufet’s Bay, granted in 1627 and 1628, to Sir John Rofwell, Sir 
John Young, and fundry other gentlemen of charader : in the year fol- 
lowing, fix fhips went thithei', carrying 350 paffengers and 115 head of 
cattle, befides goats, rabbits, &c. And thefe lafl were fent by thofe 
called the London adventurers ; • who, in the year 1 630, fent ten ihips 
for the Maflachufet’s colony, with 200 paffengers, many of whom were 
perfons of confiderable fafhion ; who, to avoid perfecution at home, 
chofe to fettle in that wildernefs : and yet, to their everlafting reproach, 
they were fcarcely warm in that afylum, before they ran madly into 
the crime, with which they had before juftly upbraided the prelatical 
party, by fetting on foot a cruel perfecution of their proteflant brethren 
and fellow planters, for mere fpeculative, and moflly unintelligible, 
points ; whereby, and by their nonfenfical and barbarous treatment of 
poor old women, under the denomination of witches, they greatly ob- 
ftruded the growth of a colony fo well begun, by cruelly putting to 
death fome, and by driving out others, of the fobereft and bed of their 
people ! But, to the honour of the prefent generation be it recorded, 
that they are of a much more moderate and charitable difpofition, and 
are univerfally afhamed of that violent %irit of their forefathers. '• The 



308 D. 1621. 

colony is at this day the nobleft of all our North American continental 
provinces. And, by their late agent Mr. Dummer’s account fin his De- 
fence of the New England charters) they take off from Great Britain to 
the value of £300,000 annually in Britifh produd and manufaSures ; 
and by this time, very probably, our exports thither may be confider- 
ably increafed ; and will more efpecially greatly increafe by our pofTef- 
fion of the vaft country of Canada, and in confequence thereof, by our 
colony’s freedom from the alarms and encroachments of the French be- 
hind them. 

The Virginia company went on Tending fupplies of people and ne- 
ceflaries thither from time to time, and now they Tent no fewer than 
I30operfons. Law's began to be regularly enadled, and the country 
laid out in plantations : churches were built ; and the face of a well re- 
gulated colony began to appear. Yet, in this fame year, in time of pro- 
found peace, the Indian natives had contrived a general maffacre, and 
put it partly in execution, by murdering near 400 of theEnglifli; which 
barbarity was fufficiently revenged next year ; after which the colony 
recovered itfelf : and the king fent. thither ftores of artillery and am- 
munition from the tower of London. 

■ Petitions were prefented to' parliament againfl: monopolies and pro- 
jeds, particularly againfl the patents for licencing inns and public-houfes. 
— For the foie making of gold and filver lace; a grievance the more in- 
tolerable, as the patentees. Sir Giles Mompeflbn, &:c. made it (fays 
Wilfon) of copper and other fophiflicated materials. — For licencing ped- 
lars and petty chapmen. — For the foie drefling of arms. — For the foie 
making of playing cards, and tobacco pipes. — The foie exportation of 
lifts and fhreds, &c. 

At the expiration of the truce between Spain and Holland, the later, 
this year, erected a’Weft-India company; who, by patent, were em- 
powered to form colonies, ered forts, and make alliances, on the con- 
tinent and iflands of America. Their firft capital flock was 7,200,000 
guilders. This company began with two moft towering projeds, both 
which mifcarried, viz. jll, to drive thePortuguefe out of Brafil; and, 2dly, 
to -attack Peru.”' h"' ^ ■ 

Spain being unable to crufh the Algerines, who at this time were for- 
midable in fhipping, and greatly infelled the Spanifli coafts, Count Gon- 
demar, ambaflador from Spain to King James, found means to cajole 
him into an undertaking for that purpofe, having before gained the lord 
admiral (the earl of Nottingham) and next the duke of Buckingham, 
his fuccefibr. They flattered that king with the mighty glory of fuch 
a conqueft, and the benefits which the taking of that piratical place 
would bring to the commerce of England- Sir Robert Maunfell was 
therefor Tent out with four fhips, of 40 cannon each ; i of 36, i of 34, 

I of and I of 1.8,, all brafs cannon (fays Sir William Monfon, in. 
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liis Naval t rads) the biggeft fhips being of 600 tons, and the fmalleil of 
160 tons, manned with 1 500 men, befides 1 2 armed merchant Ihips, 
carrying in all 243 cannon and 1170 men, viz. 3 of 300 tons, 2 of 280, 
2 of 260, 2 of 200., I of 180, I of 130, and i of 100 tons, from 12 
to 2d guns, and from 50 to 120 men, per fhip. 

A flender armament for fo great an undertaking; which alfo was badly - 
executed. It feems they feafted and banqueted in harbour inftead of 
fcouring the feas ; whereby (fays Monfon) they loft the opportunity of 
deftroying the pirates. They however attempted to burn the Ihips in 
the mole of Algiers j but it proved impradicable. And Mr. Burchet, 
in his Naval hiftory, obferves that in return for our vifit, our admiral’s 
back was fcarcely turned when thofe corfairs picked up near forty good 
flrips of ours, and infefted the Spanifh coafts with greater fury than ever : 
wherefor (adds Sir William Monfon) ‘ if thofe chriftian countries 
‘ which lie oppofite to Algiers (viz. France and Spain ) could never pre- 
‘ vail in their fundry attempts againft it, although their greater viei- 
‘ nity, and their having the conveniency to embark and tranfport an 
‘ army without fufpicion or rumour, and of being fuccoured by the 
‘ ifles of Majorca and Minorca ; what hope have we to prevail, who 
‘ cannot fo fec.retly furnifti an artny and fleet but all the world muft ring 
‘ of it? And the warning given will be' fufficient for a garrifoned town 
‘ of lefs force and fewer men than Algiers to prevent a furprize!’ To 
fay the truth, ' we are now wifer by experience, and are not unacquaint- 
ed with the.fubftantial benefits we receive in our commerce, from thofe 
corfairs keeping peace with us, whilft they make war on other nations* 
And our polTeilion of Gibraltar, with our fhips of w’ar ftationed there, 
will probably be ever fufficient to keep thofe of Algiers, Sallee, Tunis, 
and Tripoli, in conftant awe of us. 

In this fame year a fumptuary law pafled in the parliament of Scot- 
land, whereby no perfons were to wear cloth of gold or filver, nor gold 
and filver lace on their clothes, nor velvets, fatins, or other filk fluffs,, 
except noblemen, their wives and children, lords of parliament, pre- 
lates, privy-Gounfellors, lords of manors, judges, magiftrates of principal- 
towns, fuch as have 6000 marks (i. e. fomewhat more than fter- 

ling) of yearly rent in money, or elfe fourfeore chalder of victual yearly, 
heralds, trumpeters, and minftrels. And it was by this law farther 
enacted, that even thofe hereby permitted to wear filk apparel fhould 
have no embroidering nor lace on their clothes, except a plain lace of filk. 
on the feams and tdges, with belts and hatbands embroidered with filk; 
and the faid filk apparel to be no way cut out upon other fluffs of filk, 
except upon a Angle, taffety. Foreign damafk, table-linen, cambrics, 
lawns, and tiffanies, were limited to the. above qualified perfons, as were 
alfo pearls and pretious flones. Alfo the number of mourning fuits in 
great families was hereby limited.:/ moreover,., the fafhion of clothes-: 
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■was not to be altered. Servants to have no filk on their clothes, est- 
cepting buttons and garters ; and to wear only cloth, fuftians, and can- 
vas, and Huffs of Seottiih manufadure. Hufbandmen and labourers of 
the ground to wear none but gray, blue, white, and felf-black cloth of 
Scottifli manufadure. Neither wet nor dry confedions were to be ufed 
at weddings, chriHenings, nor feafls, except they be made of Seottiih 
fruits. Alfo no clothes ihall be gilded with gold, 25 of 2$ par L 

fa. FI.} This is probably the laft fumptuary law that ever will be made 
in Great Britain. Such reflraints do not fo well fuit a free, and more 
eipecially a commercial, country, wherein certain, private follies and ex- 
travagances prove often national advantages. 

This year Sir William Alexander, fecretary of ilate for Scotland, (af- 
terwards created earl of Stirling) obtained from King James a grant of 
a diftrid in America, between the 42d and 46th degrees of north lati- 
tude, to which the king had given the name of Nova Scotia, to be held 
of the crown of Scotland : and in the year following, he and his part- 
ners fent out a number of people from Scotland with an intent to fettle 
there. It feems Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who then had the diredion of 
the New-England colonies, had advifed Sir William to this undertaking. 
But the Scottifli embarkation went no farther that year than New- 
foundland, where they , wintered : and next year (1623) they did no 
more than furvey the coafts of Nova Scotia and returned home with- 
out forming any fettlement. ■ 

The exclufive jurifdidion on the river Elbe, claimed by Hamburgh, 
induced King Ghriftern IV of Denmark, to place fome fhips of war in 
that river : yet the emperor, having granted a charter to that city "con- 
firming their claim, the court of Denmark ereded a toll-houfe at Gluck- 
fladt, where, by way of reprifal, they made all Hamburgh fhips pay the 
toll. This brought on open hoflilities, whereby that city was a great 
fufferer; and was, in the end, obliged to fubmit to King Chrifliern, to 
pay him 1,120,000 livres, and to drop their pretenfions. 

A treaty of hereditary league was concluded between James I, king 
of Great Britain, and his brother-in-law Chriftiern IV, king of Den- 
mark 5 the commercial and nautical articles of which are the follow- 
ing: ‘ i.ifih*:; 

Article IV) In cafe either prince ‘ be invaded, the other fhall fupply 
him with eight fhips of war, four of which to be of 150 or 200 tons (‘ laf- 

iarum nauticarzim’), and to have 150 ox 200 men, with 20 cannon in 

• - ■ 

. * They gave the name of Cakdama to tlie wliichj however, wa-s not perfe6lcd tiE the year 

peninfulaon the fouth-eall hde of the bay of Fun- 3^25. And fo foon as that year the names of 

dy, and that of No^va JJexandrm to the northern Nova Caledonia and Nova Alexandria feem to 

part, ‘[^Eeylin^s Cofmogra^lhj^ 1024.] As an fme been' at lead; they are not once 

alSEance to' Sir William Alexander in the fettle- mcritiopefl . prolix charter of King 

rntot ofhiis colony, King James gave htrb a Scot- * 'Chla;&s"T,ln to* Sir ^Robert Gordon, 
for' ad^^ndng” a n^imber of gentiaaleh , t'fee the 'kingdom and do^- 
ffi the hereditary dignity of baronets ^ Nova minkin of Nova Scotia* ..M. 
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eacli ftiip : the other four to be of 100 to 120 tons, with each 100 to 
120 men, and 16 pieces of cannon. 

XIII) The fubjecSs of both contradting parties may freely refort with 
their merchandize to each others dominions, paying the nfual duties. 

XIV) Yet Britifh fubje£ls fliali not refort to fuch parts of the Daniih 
dominions as are prohibited by former treaties, (meaning Iceland, Weft- 
mony, and Wardhuys for fiihing) without the fpecial licence of his 
Danifh majefty. 

XV) For fhips wreched in either country liberty is granted to re- 
cover what they can thereof; and they may demand* the affillance of 
the other party, paying for it. {Fcedera, V. xvi\,p. 305.] 

King James opined from the king of Denmark a further loan of 
100,000 dollars, at the low interefl: of fix per cent. \Foed€ra, V. xvii, p. 

3 * 5 -] , . . ^ ' 

King James ififued a new proclamation againft eating nefli in lent, or on 

other fifh-days. The reafons now afiigned for this injunction are, ‘ for the 
‘ maintenance of our navy and {hipping, a principal ftrength of this ifland, , 
‘ and for the fparing and increafe of ilefh victuals.’ The magiftrates of 
Tondon to examine upon oath the fervaaats of all innholders, victuallers, 
leooks, alehoufe-kj^pers, taverners, &c.. who fell victuals, conoerning 
what iefii has been fold by them in lent, &c. and fhall oblige the mat- 
ters of thofe houfes to give feeurity not to fell fleth-meat in lent, &c. 
And he ftriiiSly commands that none, of what quality foever, tliall eat 
fieih in lent, or on fifii-days, without a licence from the bifiiop of the 
diocefe, or other perfons impowered to licence : and the like rules fhall 
be obferved by magiftrates in. other cities, and in the country. [F'cederai 

xvii, p. 34 - 9 - 1 . Whether’ there was a real fcarcity of flefh-meat, or it 
was only the humour of the king and his council, is not perhaps 
eafy to be determined ; though from other parts of his condudt the later 
fliould feem moft probable, together with his laudable zeal for promote 
ing the fifhery. 

i622.““In the following year King James commiffioned the lord 
keeper and others to colleCt annually the names, qualities, and profefiions. 
of all ftrangers-born (denizens or not denizens) now refiding in Eng- 
land. And as there be fiindry laws in force for preventing aliens and 
firangers-born from the ufe of handicrafts, and the making of manufac- 
tures in England, and from the liberty of felling by retail, and of buy- 
ing and felling native commodities, the faid- laws are to be put in exe- 
cution. And oui^will is, that fuch flrangers as ufe the trade of mer- 
chandize, and do not fell by retail, . nor employ themfelves in buying 
and felling the native commodities of this kingdom, may, notwithftand- 
ing this our commiflion, continue to enjoy fuch liberties and freedoms 
as formerly they have enjoyed by the permiffion of us and our prede- 
ceflbrs. Only, we will that every fuch merchant fhall pay to our ufe 
fuch annual acknowlegement, by way of quarterage, as by a fchedule 
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uiider our hand we fhall dire6l, or as our commiffiohers fhali fet down 
under their hands ; that fo it may appear that they enjoy this freedom, 
not hy right, but of our mere grace and favour. Alfo that no ftranger- 
born, or born in England of parents-ftrangers, who have not ferved an 
apprenticeihip of at leaft feven years, fhall hereafter fell any wares by 
retail, but only in grofs : nor 'fhall fell even in grofs at fairs or mar- 
kets, or out of the city or town where they dwell. And that fuch ftran- 
gers, at prefent fettled with their families in England, and who ufe any 
manual trade, or the making of our new draperies *, and who defire to 
continue here, may quietly fo do, provided they put theinfelves under 
our royal proteSion; and whereas by the laws of this realm they 
ought not to work at all or ufe fuch trades, but, as fervants to the 
Englifh, they fhall now inrol them felves as fervants to ourfelves, 
our heirs, and fucceflbrs ; whereby they may bylaw be freed and dif- 
charged from the danger and penalty of our laws. Yet, for the encou- 
ragement of all flrangers to bring new and profitable trades and manu- 
•fadures into ufe here, every fuch ftranger infirudting any of our na- 
tural-born fubjedts therein, may ufe fuch trade for the fpace of ten years: 
but they fhall not at any one time keep above two foreign journeymeri, 
nor retain any apprentice but by indenture for feven years. Yet our 
will is, that fuch of the French nation, who, by reafon of the late trou- 
bles in that kingdom, have taken refuge here, fhall be fhewn fuch fa- 
vour, beyond the proportion of other flrangers, as our commiffioners 
fhall think fit j if within a convenient time after thofe troubles fhall be 
overblown, they fhall return into their own country again. {Fcedera, V. 
s.Vn,p. 372.] _ 

This commiffion was immediately followed by a proclamation againfl 
the exportation of any gold or filver, either in coin or plate, jewels, 
goldfmiths work, bullion, or other mafs. And ‘ for avoiding of all un- 
‘ neceflary confumption of filver and gold within this realm, much 
‘ pradtifed of late by fome goldfmiths and refiners, and by the manu?- 
‘ fadiurers of gold and filver thread, no finer of gold and filver, nor 
‘ parter thereof by fire or water, fliall allay any fine filver or gold, 

^ nor fell the fame to any but to the mint and to goldfmiths. And all 
‘ gold and filver thread is hereby” prohibited to be made in this realm, 

‘ of what kind foever : nor fhall any perfon either buy or fell any fuch 
* gold and filver thread made in this realm. \Fcedera, V. svii, 7). 376.] 

Had the king abfolutely prohibited the importation and ufe of that 
manufadlure in England, there would have been fome" more confi^ency 
in his condudl. Probably his aim was to increafe his revenue by the 
cuftom on imported gold and filver thread, though to the ruin of fo 
many of his own people : befides, goldfmiths work and jewels are as 

■ This exemption was in favour of the Walloons, evidently, to colkdl a tax from foreign merchant^ 
who had introduced the new drapery in the preced- and workmen ^ a meafure equally arbitrary and im- 
ing reign . B ut the chief objedl;Of the commiliion waa politic in -a eommerciai country, 
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much merchandize as any other commodity whatever, and therefor 
ought not to have been retrained; and fo indeed are gold and filver in 
coin or bullion, in the judgment of the men in our days, though our 
laws prohibit the exportation of our own coin. 

King James granted a commiffion to Sir William Heydon and Charles 
Glemham, Efq. to the following effedl, viz. that he has been moved by 
fundry letters and meflages from the great mogul, to gratify him w!th 
fome choice arts and i-arities which his dominions afford. Wherefor, 
he coramiffions them to fail thither with two fhips, to advance the trade 
of his fubjeiSfs, as their own occafions fhall permit, or as theyfhall bede- 
lired by the company of merchants of London trading to the Eaft- 
Indies, -^their fadtors or minifters ; to govern the faid fhips, and the 
men therein ; and to carry out and bring back fuch merchandize as 
fhall be judged proper, and be licenced ; alfo to trade with the gi-eat- 
mogul, or any other prince or potentate, between the Cape of Good 
Hope and the ftraits of Le Maire, &c. The Laid two gentlemen are 
therein fliled fervants of his fon the prince of Wales, and fpecially re- 
commended by him as properly qualified for this purpofe. [^Faedera, V. 
xvii,^^. 407.] i 

King James, in a fpecial commiffion to many lords arid gentlemen^ cour* 
ceming the decay of trade in England, reprefents that from the ge- 
neral complaints of our fubje<Ss at home, as alfo by information from 
our miniflers employed in parts beyond fea, it appears that the cloth of 
this kingdom hath of late years wanted that eflimation and vent in fo- 
reign parts which formerly it had ; and that the wools of the kingdom 
are fallen much from their wonted values ; and trade in general fo far 
out of frame that the merchants and clothiers are greatly difcouraged ; 
fo that great numbers of people depending on them want work ; the 
landlords fail in their rents, and farmers have not fo good means to pay 
their rents as here.tofor.they had; ourfelves alfo find the defeds thereof, 
by the decay of our cuftoms and other duties ; and in general the whole 
commonwealth fuffereth : fo, as it is high time to look into the caufe 
of this great decay of' trade, and of the commodities of this our king- 
dom, and how to have fit remedies, &c. : vrherefor the king direds 
them to inquire into the following points, viz. 

I) Why wool is fallen in price ? What are the proper means to re- 
fiore it ? 

II) How to prevent the exportation of wool and woollen-yarn* fullers 
earth, and wood-a^es ? How Irifti wool, not ufed at home, may be 
brought into England; and the like of Scottifh wool ? 

III) How to reduce the many laws in being concerning the making 
of cloth (fome of which cdntradid each other) into one good general 
law ? 

IV) To inquire into the prices of dying fluffs. 

Voi.. II. - 
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V) Whether, by any of the orders, reftridtiosis, &c. of the company 
of raerchant-adventut-ers of Englknd, the prices of ■wool&n cloth are too 
highly raifed beyond' fea? 

VI) How far companies or fociet-ies of merchants may, or may not 
be, a cramp on trade, as many do allege ? And how far joint-ftock 
companies are beneficial or otherwife f 

VII) How to remedy the prefent unnfeal fcarcity of money? 

VIII) To inquire whether the balance of trade in general be not 
againft our nation, by the imports of merchandize exceeding our ex- 
ports ; and how to remedy fuch an- evil ? Alfo to eonfider the gain or 
lofs that comes to our kingdom by the courfe of exchange now ufed by 
our merchants. 

IX) How we may improve our natiye commodities to the beft ad- 
vantage. 

X) To avoid vain and unprofitable returns (i. e. imports) of the com- 
modities of foreign countries in fuperfluities. 

XI) For the better increafe of the wealth of the kingdom, and of the 
importation of coin and bullion ftom foreign parts, we would have you 
to eonfider what native commodities of this kingdom are of that necef- 
fery ufefulnefs to our neighbour nations that they may fitly return home 
a proportion of coin and bullion for a fupply of treafure. 

XII) And, above other things, ferioufly and carefully eonfider by 
what good means our navy and the fhipping of this kingdom may be 
bell maintained and enlarged, and mariners bred up and increafed. 

And to this end, we require you to take into your mature confider- 
ation and judgements thefe things following, which ourfelves conceive to 
be very good means to attain the end we efpecially aim at, as afore- ' 
faid, viz. 

Firft, and principally, that the herring fifhery upon the feas and coafls 
appertaining to our own realms may be undertaken by our people for 
the common good : for the encouragement whereof we lhall be always 
ready to yield our bell allillance. 

And to the end that the Ihipping of other nations may not be em- 
ployed fdr importing foreign commodities whilll Qur own Ihipping want 
employment, eonfider how our laws now Hand in force for prohibiting 
merchandize to be imported in foreign bottoms. 

And farther, advife if it be not behoveful to put in execution the laws 
Hill in force, which enjoin merchant-llrangers (as well denizens as not 
denizens) to employ the proceeds of the merchand<*ze they import on 
-the native commodities of this realm, to be exported by them. 

And becaufe our merchants trading into the Eaftland countries (i. e. 
all the fouth Ihores of the Baltic fea) were wont to make good returns 
by corn, which they have negledted of late, to their own hurt and the 
hurt of the kingdom, eonfider how to give them encouragement, fo as 
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bur own dorainioBS may be fupplied in time of want* and yet, in time 
of plenty, the huXbandry of this realm may not be difcouraged. 

Confider alfo, that whereas our EaXlland merchants did formerly load 
their fhips with undrefled hemp and flax in great quantities, which fet 
great numbers of our jwople on work in dreXEng the fame, and convert- 
ing them into linen cloth ; which kind of trade we underXland is of late 
almoll given over, by bringing in hemp and flax ready dreXIed, and that, 
for the moft part, by ftrangers. How may this be redreXIed ? 

And becaufe the EaXl-India company have been much taxed by many 
for exporting the coin and treafure of this realm, to furniXh their trade 
withal, or that which would otherwife have come in hither, for the ufe 
of our fubjeds ; and that they do not return fuch merchandize from 
India as doth recompenfe that lofs unto our kingdom ; we authorize 
you to inquire and fearch whether that company do truely andjuftly 
perform their contradl with us concerning the exportation of money? 
And by what means that trade, which is fpecious in fhew, may really 
be made profitable to the public. 

And as much treafure is yearly fpent in linen cloth imported at dear 
rates; and for that, if the fiXhery, fo much defired by us, be thoroughly 
undertaken and our Clipping increafed, it will require a much greater 
produdlion of hemp for cordage, &c. in the fiXhery, which would fet an 
infinite number of our people on work. Confider how the fowing of 
hemp and flax may be encouraged. 

Alfo how the cloth and fluffs made of our own wools may be more 
generally worn by our own fubje 61 s. 

All which you fhall report and certify to the body of our privy coun- 
cil as foon as the feveral points fhall be duely confidered by you. 
[Feeder a, V. xvii,p. 410.] 

With refpedl: to the merits of this commiffion of inquiry, it may be 
proper to remark, that though in every age there have been, and pro- 
bably ever will be, . caufelefs and groundlefs complaints of the decay of 
commerce, yet there feems at this time to have been fome real grounds 
for complaint : for, ift, the Hollanders had greatly improved their 
woollen manufadXures, which now confiderably interfered with ours in 
foreign parts ; 2dly, the hot difputes between the merchant-adven- 
turers company and our feparate traders and exporters of woollen cloth 
ran high at this time, and did real hurt alfo to the fale of that manufac- 
ture ; 3dly, as we fhall prefently fee that the general balance of fo- 
reign trade went^his year againft us, it is no wonder that there were 
complaints of the fcarcity of money ; 4thly, the Dutch had alfo at this 
time (as we have feen) vaflly increafed their herring and cod fiXhery, 
whilXl our own people negledted it too much : no marvel therefore that 
our navy or flapping was at this time fo much fhort of theirs. But with 
refped to the exportation of -wool and yarn from Ireland in article 2d, 
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^i6 A. D. 1 6 ^ 2 . 

we have not been able to prevent it efFedlually, even to this day, not- 
withftanding the feveral much feverer laws made againft that pernicious 
pradice fince thofc times. As for'^the query in article i ft, why the 
price of wool is fallen ? that is anfwered already by the king’s com- 
plaint in his preamble, that our cloth is not fo much demanded beyond 
fea as formerly : and furely the importing and ufing of Irifti and Scot- 
tifh wool was not likely to make it rife in price ! What relates to dying 
ftufifs in article 4th feems a groundlefs, or at leaft a trifling, complaint ; 
and to the third we need fay nothing. As for the 6th, we have in the 
feries of our work fufficiently enlarged on companies, with and without 
joint flocks, and more efpecially on our Eaft-India company, whofe ad- 
vocates in thofe times (as we have feen) feem to ns fufficiently to have 
anfwered the main objedtions of their enemies ; which is all that needs 
to be faid by way of anfwer to that article. The 9th, loth, iith, and 
1 2th articles require no particular remark. The king’s defire to revive 
the obfolete and impradicable law concerning merchant-ftrangers lay- 
ing out all their money on our own merchandize was injudicious: but 
our importing all our hemp and flax rough is very right ; and is fince his 
time almoft always pradifed. In all our refearches we could never 
come at the report made by thofe coramiflioners to the privy-council *. 

The general balance of the commerce of England for the year ending 
at Chriftmas 1622, as exhibited by Mr. MiflCelden, [Circle of commerce^ 
p. 121, ed. 1623] was as follows. ■ 

‘ The total amount of exportations (induding therein the cuftom at 

* 5 per cent on fuch goods as pay poundage, the impofts on bays, tin, 

‘ lead, and pewter, and the merchant’s profit of 15 per cent, together 
‘ with freight and petty charges) was - L2, 3 20,436 12 10 

The total imports, (including L9 1,059 : 11 : 7 cuf- 

* toms, and Li 00,000 for fine run goods, &g.) 2,619,315 o o 


‘ Balance loft to England this year by foreign com- 
' raerce - - - 298,878 7 2’ 

This accurate author gives us alfo the total amount of the ciiftoms 
of England, outward and inward, for the year 1622, viz. Li68,222 
15/11 f .\ ' _ ^ 

De Witt (in his Intereftmf Holland) acquaints us, that the Dutch, 
for preventing difturbance in their whale fifhery, now ereded an exclu- 

^ As the king exprefies his ititention that this afcertain the ^Ar^^balanc^^fthe natianal commerce* 
Ihouldbe a Handing commiffion, 411, coL As the cuftoms of JEngland in the year 1.613, (ah 

23 h may be conlidered as the firH rudiments of ready mferted, alfo from MiiTelden.) were L 20 ,si 47 
the board of trade. Af. under the colle^hion of this year, it was certainly 

f The ruji: for computing t!ie amount of ,,, the .. not on t icomparifon of thofe two years that King 
experts and imports was then to multiply the cuf-. Jjames, in the preamble to his commiffion of in- 
toihs paid on either by twenty; which niuft have q^uiry, founded his complaint of the deca^/ of his 
been very ih’a©ctAati>'ras probably every' metholt'* » ddHoiy* i r ‘ ' 

will ever prove whereby any one may pretend to 
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live company for it ; who, by their own power and ft rength, might pro- 
tedt their fiihery ; which, however, was laid ppen to all the inhabitants 
of the feven provinces in the year 1643, when neither the Englifli 
(who were engaged in a civil war) nor the Danes, by reafon of the in- 
creafing power of the Swedes, were able to hurt them. But upon the 
breaking out of the fecond war with England, the Dutch could neither 
fpare their ftiips of war nor mariners to protecft the great number of 
their Greenland ftiips ; and therefor the ftates prohibited their fubjeds 
from fiihing there at all. 

King James, who ftill had the propagation of the lilk worm much at 
heart, now earneftly exhorted the 'Virginia company to fet about the 
cultivation of mulberry trees for that purpofe, and alfo the planting of 
vineyards, fending thither printed inftrudions for thofe ends. The earl 
of Southampton alfo, as prefident of that company, requefted the go- 
vernor and council to diftribute copies of thofe inftrudions all over the 
colony. 

The Englifti Eaft-India company now aflifted Schah Abbas, king of 
Perfia, to take the fainous town and ifland of Ormus from the Portu- 
guefe ; ■ for which great fervice they had half the booty, and had certain 
immunities alfo granted to them, as particularly, to keep the caftle of Or- 
raus, foon after broken through, and to enjoy half the cuftoms of Gom- 
broon, to which the commerce of Ormus was removed, though till then 
only an inconfiderable village; which benefits, valued at £40,000 a- 
year, fome fay, the company enjoyed for fifty years following, "and re- 
linquifhed upon the commencement of war between Perfia and the mo- 
gul, for a certain allowance of L3000 yearly ; long fince probably in 
difufe. The Portuguefe removed thereupon to Mofchat, in the Perfian 
gulf, on the eaft coaft 'of Arabia, which they fortified and foon 
brought to be a place of great traffic, till they were driven thence by 
the princes of that country ; fo that Mofchat is now a decayed place. 

King James again commanded all lords fpiritual and temporal, (privy 
councellors, and the fervants bf the king’s and prince’s houfehiolds ex- 
cepted) and all gentlemen who have feats in the country, forthwith to 
leave London, and to attend their fervice in the feveral counties, to ce- 
lebrate the approaching feaft of Chriftmas, and keep hofpitality there y 
which, adds this arbitrary king, is now the more needful, as this is a 
time of fcarcity and dearth. And in a fecond proclamation he enjoins 
them not only to remain at their feats in the Chriftmas time, but al- 
ways, till his furtljier pleafure be known : alfo that widows of diftindion 
be included in this order ; and that fuch lords and gentlemen as may 
have law bufinefs in London do leave their families in the country, [Ea?- 
dera, V. xvii, pp>. 417, 428> and alfo 466.] 

The Englifh Eaft-India company had at this time pofleffion of none- 
of the fpice iflands, excepting Amboyna, where they had been fettled 
for about two years paft. It had been agreed between the two comr 
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pames, that the Dutch fhould have two thirds, and the Englifli company 
one third part of its cloves, it being almoft the only ifland producing 
that fort of fpice. But at the clofe of this year our people were driven 
from this ifland in a moft tragical manner. Whether Captain Tower- 
fon, and the ref of our fadlory there, had really formed a confpiracy, 
as the Dutch allege, to feize the caftle, and to expel! the Dutch from 
the ifland, does not at all appear certain from the evidences produced. 
And even granting that it had been plainly made out, yet their barba- 
rous racking and tormenting our people to extort a confelSon of it, was 
mofl: inhuman, and rather argued a fettled defign to get rid of the Eng- 
lilh at any rate! It k, however, a moil di&greeable fubjed to dwell 
on ; let it therefor fuffice briefly to obferve, that ten of our people loll; 
their lives thereby, and the reft were fent away to the next Englilh fet- 
tlement. So die Dutch had now the foie pofleflion of all the fpice 
iflands. Our company made heavy and juft complaints of that barbari- 
ty, yet no violence was offered to the Dutch company on that account, 
nor any reparation made to our company till the year 1654. 

In an agreement between King James and two contradors for vidual- 
ling the royal navy, we fee the kind of provifions allowed to the failors, 
viz. 

Every inan’s dayly allowance was one pound of bifcuit, one gallon of 
beer, two pounds of beef with fait four days in the week ; or elfe inftead 
of beef for two of thofe four days, one pound of bacon or pork, and 
one pint of peafe, ‘ as heretofore hath been ufed and accuftomed and 
for the other three days of the week, one quarter of a ftockfifli, half a 
q;uarter of a pound of butter, and a quarter of a pound of cheefe. Sav- 
ing ftir the Friday, to- have the quantity of fifli, butter, and cheefe, but 
for one meal ; dr elfe, inftead of ftockfilh, fuch quantity of other filh 
or herrings as the time of the year fhall afford. 

The purfers to be paid by the contradors for neceflaries, as wood, 
candles, dilhes, cans, lanthoms, &c. viz. in fervice, at fea, 6 d for every 
man per month, and, in harbour, 1 2i; and 2/ to every Ihip for lading 
charges by ’ the month. ■ > ' . - 

The contradors to have the nfe of all his ihajefty’s brew-houfes, bake- 
houfes, mills, and other ftore-houfes,' as well at Towerhiil as at Dover, 
Portfmouth, and Rochefter S paying the fame rent as former contradors 
paid.- ■ ' ' j!'.‘ 

The allowance to the' contradors was, for every man’s viduals in har- 
bour and at fea 8^ per day. 

Sir Allen Apfley and Sir Sampfon Darrell, the contradors, were here- 
by^ enjoy -during life the titk and office of general purveyors of the 
viduals of his majefty’s navy. -'''[Fc^eraj V. xidi, p. *441^.3 ‘ 
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In this yeai? Gerard Malynes piohliflied hi& book intitled, Lex timxMa- 
ria, in folio. He ftates the quantity of woollen goods of all forts, broad 
and narrow, long and fiiort, made yearly in all England, to be 250,000 
pieces or cloths, befide the new draperies called perpetuanas, &c. Yet 
he is fo incorredl and' fo wide from probability in other matters, that 
there is no depending on him ; for inftance, he reckons the number 
of people in England to he i6,8©o>ood, and in Scotland 9,000,000 
in Ireland 5,500 parifhes ; and in France 22,000,000 of people. 

At this time a controyerfy arofe, in print, between Malynes (who was 
a Netherlander, and had been much employed by King James in mer- 
cantile and money matters, and Edward MilFelden, Efq. an eminent 
merchant of London, Gonceming the balance of commerce running 
againft us, as before dated, and for redirelEng the fcarcity of money, 
then much complained of. 

Malynes propofed, as the means of keeping our money at home, to 
alter the courfe of exchange by authority ; a wild and injudicious fancy r 
as if foreigners beyond fea would be directed, againft their own intered, 
to regard any fucb laws made in England. This was in his work inti- 
tled, the Canker of England’s comnionwetlth, dedicated to- Sir Robert 
Cecil fecretary of date; and in his treatife which he called his. little filk 
and great whale. Mr. Miffelden, in a piece intitled Free trade, or the 
means to make trade flouridi, [i2mo, 1622] difplayed the folly of com- 
puldon in fuch matters ; and more fully in a quarto treatife in 1623, 
which be called the Circle of commerce ; wherein, and in another in- 
titled Free trade, he explained the bufinefs of mercantile exchange as it 
is underdood at this day, and the weaknefs of attempting to regulate 
by public authority what is governed by our imports and exports, by 
the greater or lefs demand for money at home and beyond fea, by wars, 
famines, pedilences, and by other accidental caufes; all wliich render 
it impoffible to regulate exchanges by authoritative means in dealings 
with other nations. For though it may be true (as Malynes alleged) 
that the undervaluing of our own monies, in cornparifon with the mo- 
nies of foreign nations, may contribute fomewhat to the overbalance, 
or to the exchange going againft us, yet the- principal caufe will ever be 
found to be, the greater value of our importation of foreign goods than 
of our own merchandize exported. This Malynes would not admit, but 
obftinately infifted that exchange abfolutely over- rules all money and mer- 
chandize ; and that a royal proclamation for railing the value of our money 
equal to, or rathejr higher than, foreign monies, would effedlually turn 
the exchange, and alfo the balance of trade, in our favour. Malynes alfo 
fiirioudy attacked Mr. MilTelden’s laft treatife in one he named the 
Centre of the circle of commerce. Miflelden, upon the whole, has plain- 
ly the advantage of his conceited antagonift ; and judicioudy treats of 
the true caufes of the general balance of trade, then fuppofed to be rurt- 



ning againft US, viz. the confumption of unnecef&ry foreign wares, for 
mere luxury ; the lofs of our Eaft-India ftock by the violences of the 
Dutch company, piracies of the Barbary rovers; the wars of Europe; 
the negled of the fifhery ; the new improvements of other nations in 
manufaftures ; the decay of our own draperies, &c. His Free trade was 
reprinted in r 651 , and is well worth a perufal even at this day *. The 
judicious Mr. Mann, in his treatife intitled England’s treafure by foreign 
trade, in 1664, (p. 103) has the following juft remark, viz. ‘ in vain 

* therefor has Gerard Malynes laboured fo long, and in fo many print- 
‘ ed books, to make the world believe that the undervaluing of our 
‘ money in exchange does exhauft our treafure, which is a mere fallacy 
‘ of the caufe, attributing that to a fecondary means whofe effeds are 
‘ wrought by another principal efficient, and would alfo come to pafs 
‘ although the faid fecondary means were not at all. As vainly alfo hath 
‘ he propounded a remedy, by keeping the price of exchange by bills 
‘ at par pro pari, by public authority, which were anew found of- 

* fice, without example in any part of the world, being not only fruit- 
‘ lefs but alfo hurtful.’ Thefe treatifes are long fince out of print, and 
are become fcarce, which has made the particular mention of them the 
more neceflary. 

We fhall clofe this year with obferving, that, by the indiiftry of the 
Englilh Ruffia, Eaft-India, and merchant-adventurers, companies, and 
their building many ftout fhips, the.comm^ce,of the.Hanfe towns was 
mow greatly decayed, more efpecially thofe ports bn the fouth fhores of 
the Baltic fea ; and their antient fplendour and influence much abated. 
The French kings, Louis XI, Charles VIII, Louis XII, and Francis I, 
had beftowed great privileges on them. The Emperor Charles V had 
great loans of money from them ; and King Henry III of England in- 
corporated them at London as a trading gild, in acknowlegement of 
their affiftance in his naval wars, and alfo for money they had lent 
him. But what availed all thefe confiderations under their now gene- 
ral declenfion ? 

1623 A new proclamation by King James, in the ftile of his former 

ones, prohibited eating flefti in lent, and on oth^ fifh days; ‘for the 
‘ maintenance of the navy and {hipping, a- principal ftrength of this 
' ifland ; and for the fparing and increafe of flefh viduals.’ [Fcedera, V, 
xvii, />. 447.] ■* . , 

The king gave a grant to the Eaft-India company, impowering their 
prefidents and councils in India, or their council oft-defence there, to 
puniffi all crirries committed on land in India, either by martial or by 

acrimony appeared in this difpute, and Greeks and Romans, with, hqw and then an He- 
alfo an afFedtatlcn^ in imitation of the king’s pe- brew fentence^, for the gi’cater edification of their 
dantry, of giving quotations from Greek and Ro- ‘readers. : 

man authors utterly unknown to th^’ ^ 
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common law, as tbe feveral cafes may require ; fo as every criminal be 
tried by a jury of twelve men. In this grant the king recites one, of 
the 13th year of his reign, which impowered this company to punifh of- 
fences committed in their, fhips whiift at fea. \_Ftzdera, V. xViiyp. 450.] 
The king, by a new proclamation, obliged perfons of quality and land 
eflates to withdraw to their country feats, in order to promote hofpita- 
lity, &c. [Fosdera, Fi xvii, />. 466.] 

Complaints being made by foreign princes, as well as by the’ merch- 
ants of England, that fundry of our merchants, for their particular pro- 
fit, fupplied the rovers of Algiers and Tunis with ammunition and mi- 
litary weapons, and alfo with provifions, whereby they were enabled to 
difturb our own commerce, as well as that of other chriftian nations. 
King James ftridliy prohibited his fubjedls from fupplying thofe rovers 
with any of the ‘ faid particulars.’ [Foedera, JF.xxiiy p. 

The adventurers in the Virginia and Somer-lfles companies, by pe- 
tition to the king, reprefented the mifmanagements of the faid two co- 
lonies, whereby their profperity was retarded ; the king thereupon ifiu- 
ed a commiffion to the lord chief-juftice Jones, aiid others, for taking 
into their confideration all letters-patent, commiffioris, orders, &;c. re- 
lating to thofe two colonies. They were alfo impowered to inquire in- 
to all fums ofjmoney, levied either by the contributions of adventurers, 
or by voluntary gifts, bequefts, lotteries, colledlions, and adventures, or 
in magazines, &c. for the furtherance of the faid' plantations ; and how 
the fame have been expended : alfo what laws and orders the faid colo- 
nies have made, contrary to the royal charters ; and into' any frauds and 
other mifmanagements which may have caufed the hinderance of their 
profperity. And, laftly, to lay down methods for redreffing fuch griev- 
ances, and reftoring the profperity of the colonies. [Foedera, V.xvn, 
490.] ' ■ 

The firft exelufive term of the Dutch Ead-Tndia company expiring in 
March 1623, the ftates-general granted a farther term of twenty-one 
years longer, after which, their commerce flourifhed and increafed fo 
much that they enlarged the number of their Ihips every year. 

In a treaty between King James and Michael Feodorowitz, czar of 
Mufcovy, the articles relating to commerce are in fubfiance as follows, 
viz. ' 

If, under colour of commerce, any merchants or others fhall carry 
warlike ammunition to the enemy of either party, it fhall not be im- 
puted to the princes of either fide as any breach of friendfliip ; but the 
party offending Qiall take the peril upon his own head. 

All fuch privileges and grants for freedom of commerce, 'as by treaties 
have been granted to the Englifli merchants by his renowned majeffy of 
ail Ruffia, and his noble progenitors, fhall remain in full force. And, 
by virtue of this alliarxe, the fubjedls of both princes may, by fea and 
Vol: II. ' Ss ' 
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land, freely traffic to each others countries in all kind of merchandize ; 
and may buy up, and freely tranfport away all kinds of jewels, pretious 
ftones, and whatfoever elfe fitting for both the princes tr'eafuries, as 
freely as if they were the natives of the felf-faine country. 

Provided, that this freedom of cornmerce be underftood on the part 
of Great Eritain for all fuch merchants only, and none other, as are al - 
lowed to trade into the dominions of Ruffia, by the licence of their fo- 
vereign, and according to the gracious letters and privileges granted, 
and to be granted hereafter, to the Englifh merchants by his renowned 
majefty of all Ruffia, and the right reverend great lord and holy patri- 
arch of all Ruffia ; and on the part of the fubjeds of the czar of Ruffia, 
for all fuch of his merchants as fliall be by him allowed to trade into 
Great Britain, and none other. 

And fuch Engliffi fubjeds trading to Ruffia, and Ruffia fubjeds trad- 
ing to England, without fuch licences from their refpedive fovereigns, 
fhall be feized and delivered up to the refpedive agents of each na- 
tion. 

The merchants in both countries ffiall be proteded from all injuries, 
^d have equal juftice done them as the native fubjeds have. 

Perfons guilty of death fhall not fuffer death, nor be put to the tor- 
ture, till an anfwer from their refpedive fovereigns £ha|l be received 
concerning them. 

The merchants in either country fhall not be difturbed on account of 
difference in religion. * - - 

Ambafladors, mellengers, and polls, and merchants going along with 
them, of both the contrading parties, fhaU freely and fafely pafs and 
repafs in all parts of both countries, with their attendants, goods, &c. 
And if either prince fhall have occafion to fend fuch into other coun- 
tries, through the countries of the other contrading parties, viz. into 
Germany, France, Spain, Denmark, Sweden, and Netherland, or unto 
arid from Perfia, Turkey, and other parts of the Eaft not in open hof- 
tility with either party ; they ffiall freely pafs, with all their goods and 
people, and have due Convoy by land and water. And in cafe of death 
on their journey, their goods ffiall be fafely kept^ for ;thofe who ffiall 
have a right to them. 

' In cafe of ffiipwreck on the coafts of either prince, the goods ffiall be 
faved for the benefit of the owners. {Fcsdera, V. xvii, p. 504.] 

- . King James now iffued a proclamation, wherein he obferves, that in 
titnes of dearth, the poorer fort of his people are pinched with the great 
wanf and dear prices: of corn. That the treafure of the kingdom alfo, in 
.thcfe times, is much exhaufted, in providing corn from foreign pans. 

' An4 on the contrary, in times of plenty, the farmers, by the low pri- 
ces of corn, are hardly able to fupport their, neceflhry charge, and pay 
theif rents, ito^dioiefeeing, as well by reafomas by pxample of foreign 
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nations, that fuch things may not only in fome good meafure be reme- 
died, but alfo the increafe of tillage may be procured, and the better 
vending of our native commodities, ftrength to our fhipping, and the 
breeding of many mariners, by elreding magazines of corn, which, in 
times of fcarcity, may ferve to keep down the price of foreign corn, and 
in times of plenty may keep up the price of our home corn, at fuch 
reafonable rates as will well maintain the hulbandman’s labour and hold 
up the gentlemen’s rents, — upon deliberate advice with the privy coun- 
cil, he ordained. 

That magazines of corn might be ereded by fuch merchants and 
others as Ihould be willing to adventure therein, in London, Dover, Portf- 
mouth, Southampton, Briftol, Exeter, Plymouth, Ipfwich, Lynn, Yar- 
mouth, Hull, York, New^aftle, Chefter, Liverpool, and Haveffordweft, 
and in all the fhire towns of this realm. 

And to the intent that thofe magazines might be ftored with corn, he 
declared, that any of his fubjeds might import corn for them from foreign 
parts, in fuch quantities as they ihould think fit, paying only the cuf- 
toms and fubfidies of the prefent book of rates. And any perfon might 
buy and fiore up in the magazines whatever quandty of Engliih com 
he thought proper, ^hen the average price of Engliih wheat was under 
23/ per quarter, Engliih rye under i and Engliih barley under 16/^ 
in the counties where the fame ihould be bought. 

And for the better encouragement of fuch as ihould adventure in 
the magazines, fuch foreign corn as ihould be thither brought, might 
be freely re-exported into foreign parts beyond the fea in amity with 
us, fo as at the time of fuch tranfportation the ufual price of Engliih 
corn in the three next adjacent counties to the magazines whence fuch 
tranfportation ihould be, did not exceed 40/" the quarter for wheat, 
26/^ for rye, and 20/ for barley. But when the prices for Engliih com 
were higher, then all foreign corn ihould be kept in the magazines, to 
be fold only within this reaIm,^for the proviiion of the fame. 

And when Engliih corn ihould be under 32/ the quarter of wheat, 
18/ rye, and r 6/ barley , then no foreign corn iliould be fold within this 
realm for any other purpofe but to be itored in the magazines, or to be 
tranfported beyond fea, paying the due cuftoms and fubfidies for the 
Engliih com ; that the price of Engliih com might be held up for the 
benefit of the farmer, and that fuch. com fo be tranfported might 
return a proportion of coin, for repleniihing the treafure of this king 
dora. * *’ 

Upon re-exportation of the foreign com no duties were to be paid, 
and the exporter of fuch fq^eign corn was to make oathg:hat it did not 
grow in this realm. \_Foedera, V. xvii, p. ^26.^ 

This plaufible ichemb however did not take place. 

‘ ■ ’ ‘ ^ ' S'-S '2 **' , 
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Magazines of corn at Dantzick and Amfterdam have been found ex- 
tremely ufeful and profitable to thofe two cities; though perhaps they 
might not anfwer fo well in England. At leafl fuch a Scheme as that 
vve have juft been reciting mufl; undergo a ftridfer examination, and 
receive many improvements, before it could be reduced to pradlice in 
our days. 

In this year Malynes (in his Centre of the circle of commerce, writ- 
ten by way of anfwer to Miftelden’s Circle of commerce) gives us the 
prices of Eaft-India merchandize both there and here, viz. 

In India, Pepper per pound weight, 2 ^d. In England, 2oi or 8 to i 


-Cloves, 
Nutmegs, 
Mace, 
Indigo, 
Rawfilk, 


gd. 

4 d. 

^d. 

j/2. 

¥ 


5/or 6-|- to I 
3/ or 9 to I 
6 / or 9 to I 
5/or 4| to I 
20 / or 2-5- to I 



The Dutch Weft-India company now met with fo much good luck 
in taking Spanifli prizes, that they rafhly made a diwdend of 25 per cent 
to their proprietors. Puffendorf juftly obferves, that they ruined them- 
felves by making fuch large dividends, and by being ynore eager for 
conquefts than for commerce. 

’ 1624. — ^Though the great complaints againft monopolies had obliged 
King James to revoke them all by proclamation in the year 1610, that 
king and his. minifters, ever in want of money, fuffered themfelves to 
be drawn into new ones afterwards. But in the year 1624, much 
louder complaints were made againft them than ever, which produced 
an adl of parliament, ‘ whereby all monopolies, .and ail commiffionsj 
grants, licences, and charters, formerly made or granted, or which 
fhould hereafter be granted, either to perfohs or,corporations, for the 
foie buying, felling, making, working, or ufing of any thing, were 
made void. And alfo the power to ''difpenfe with any others, or 
to give leave to exercife or ufe any thing, againft the tenor or purport 
of any law or ftatute ; or to compound with any others for any penal- 
ty or forfeitilf es limited by any ftatute : alfo, all proclamations, inhibi- 
tions, reftraints, warrants o^feffift^nce, or other matters whatever, any 
w’^ay tending to inftitute, further^ or cpihntenance the fame, were de- 
clared to-be altogether contrary. to the laws of tliis realm, void and 
of none effedl. All fuch inonopolies were henceforth to be tried and 
dstermined by the dBmmon law of this realm, a*id not otherwife. And * 
all perfons weye difabled to ufe any monopoly ; and perfons aggrieved 
thereby might recover triple . damages an^ double coftsv Excepting 
however patents which the king might ftill grant for years and no 
mor^ for new invented manufactures or arts,. Jievef praflifed before. 

Id, not l^eiflg .E^i^kievQus t.o the ftate^, by ^fing the«prices of com- 
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modities at home, or the hurt of trade. . Satdng alfo to the citj of 
London, and other cities and tovvns corporate, their charters concern* 
ing any cufloras ufed within them, or to any corporations, companies, 
or fellowfhips of any art, or of any company of merchants ereS:ed for 
the maintenance and enlargement of commerce. Nor did this a£t ex- 
tend to charters for printing; or for making faltpetre, gunpowder, can- 
non, cannon-bullets, or alum ; nor to Sir Robert Maunfell’s patent for 
making glafs ; nor to a patent for making fmalt ; nor to another for 
fmeking iron with pit-coal, granted to Edv^ard Lord Digby.' [21 yac. /, 
X, 3’1 

By another ftatute, it was enaded, that whereas the price of the value 
of lands and of other commodities of England was much abated ; and 
that notwithftanding the intereft on the loan of money continued at To 
high a rate as ten pounds in the hundred pounds for a year, no perfon 
after the 24th of June 1625, fhould diredly or indiredly take for the 
loan of any monies, wares, or inerchandize, &c. above the value of L8 
for the forbearance of Li 00 for a year. And all bonds, contrads, and 
alTurances, made after the time aforefaid, for any ufury above the rates 
of L8 per cent, were declared void. • And whoever Ihould take more, 
by means of any corrupt bargain, loan, exchange, chevifance, fliift, or 
intereft of any wares, merchandize, &c. or by any covin, engine, or 
deceitful conveyance, for the forbearing of money, or other thing what- 
foevCr, than eight per cent, fhould forfeit triple the value of the mo- 
ney, &c. fo lent. Scriveners, brokers, folicitors, and drivers of bar- 
gains for contrads and loans, who fhould diredly or indiredly take for 
tiegociating any fuch loan, over and above the rate of five {hillings for 
ever L 100, or above twelvepence for making the bond, {hall forfeit 
L20, and be impriibned for fix months. This ad to continue for feven 
years. (Now follows what is fhameful to appear in any ftatute-book, 
after what has been juft enaded.) Provided, that no w'ords in this law 
contained fhall be conftrued or expounded to allow the pradice of ufury 
in point of religion or cohfcience 1 [21 fac, I, c. ly.]' 

Sir Thomas Culpeper, a member of parliament, was greatly inftru- 
mental in obtaining this redudion : he laid before the houfe of com- 
mons a treatife, which -he publifhed in the year 1623, againft the high 
rate of intereft, which his fori Sir Thomas reprinted in 1 668, with in- 
tent to get intereft brought lower, after being reduced to 6 per cent. 
The later obferves that this ad palTed with all o.ppofition imaginable ; 
it being an untrbdden path, and therefor to' be hewn out by dint of 
-reafon. At its palling, a zealous oppofer of it defired it might be remem- 
bered that he had foretolcj the inconveniencies that would enfue. In 
anfwer to which, Sir Thomas Culpeper alfo defired it might be remem- 
bered that he had prophefied many happy effeds from it ; to the king, 
in the improvement of his cuftoms 3 to the landlord, in the advance- of ’ 



Ms rents, and value of his inberitance ; to the merchant, in the quick- 
nefs of his trade and benefit of his returns ; to the borrower, in the 
eafe of his condition, &c. Hereupon Sir Jofiah Child, in his Difcourfe 
on trade fpublifhed in 1570), remarks, that in the year 1635, which 
was but ten years after pafling this law, there were more merchants to 
be found on the exchange, worth Li ooo and upwards, than were be- 
fore the year 1 600 to be found worth Lioo, That before this reduc- 
tion of interefl, the current price of lands was 12 years purChafe, which 
loon after rofe confiderably higher. , That the lowering of interefl en- 
ables the landlord to improve his eftatCj and thereby raife his rents : 
that it enables merchants to increafe foreign trade, whereby home*'” 
tnanufadurers and artificers will be increafed, as alfo our flock of other 
u^ful people ; and the poor will be employed *. 

In the book,*^ intitled. Cabala, or Myfleries of Hate, we find a letter 
from Sir Walter Aflon, then the Englifh ambaflador in Spain, to Lord 
Conway, fecretary of flate, giving advice that three Scottifh fhips with 
their cargoes, Were confifcatedat Malaga, for bringing thither certainDutch 
commodities. Which we here take notice of, as fuch a precedent may 
poilihly be of ufe hereafter, in -difputes concerning contraband mer- 
chandize ; and to fhow that the Scots had fome commerce in the Medi- 
terranean. 

As the making of rivers navigable is of great benefit to commerce, 
we mufl note, that an ad of parliament was now pafTed for mak- 
ing the Thames navigable for barges, lighters, and boats, from the 
village of Bercot, feven miles below Oxford, up to that city, for the 
conveyance of Oxford freeftone by water to London, and of coals and 
other necefTaries from London to Oxford, now coming at a dear rate, 
only by land-carriage; whereby the roads were become exceeding bad. 
[21 Jac. /,' c. 33.] It is fomewhat remarkable, that the, preamble of 
this ad takes notice, that the river Thames, for many miles beyond the 
city of Oxford, was already navigable for fuch barges, lighters, &c. and 
alfo from Bercot to London. So here was only feven miles of that 
river to be made navigable. And that whereas a former ad [3 'Jac. /, 
c. 20} did not anfwer the end, viz. for clearing the. pafTage by water 
from London to Oxford, and beyond, it was therefor hereby repealed. 

By an ad of parliament fox granting the king three entire fubfidies, 
and three fifteenths, 4 and three tenths, for making war againfi: Spain, 
there was a referve of Li 8,000 out of this grant for the relief of decay- 
ed cities and towns. [21 Jac. I, c. 34,] ^ 

:?■' This old way of granting fupplies to the crown by fifteenths and 
tentSs, has, puzzled our modern antiquaries, who feem utterly at. a lofs 

* In aft the word tnter^ is for the, firft time ufed for ’|he forhearaDCfi of. money, though the 
word w/wrjr is alfo therein retain^ as a fynonymous term^ . ^ 
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at this day to afcertain the exadb manner of levying them, though fo 
late as this year. And this, is the kft time that we find mention of that 
way of granting aids to the cfown. This we alfo conceive to be the 
lafi: time that money was in this manner beftowed on decayed cities and 
towns. 

Cardinal Richlieu entered this year upon his miniftry in France, and 
fucceeded but too well in his great projedls of depreJIing the grandees 
and the proteftants at home ; of reducing the fuperiority of the two 
branches of the houfe of Auftria, and of advancing the commerce, ma- 
nufadures, and maritime firength of France ; whilft he lulled afleep 
"" 'the only two potentates of Europe who had it in their power to put a 
check to fuch towering and dangerous fchemes. 

It was now that the Dutch firfi invaded Brazil, of which we fhall fee 
they held a confiderable part for 30 years after. 

It was now enaded [21 yac. I, c. 28] that when wheat is not above 
Li : 12 per quarter, rye loj, peafe, beans, barley, and malt, at the 
port whither they are brought to be exported, they may then be ex- 
ported. , i,. • ■ 

The Englifh Eaft-India company' having loaded four fhips and two 
pinnaces for India, the duke of Buckingham, lord high admiral, know- 
ing that they mufl: lofe their voyage unlefs they failed by a certain 
time, extorted from the company L 10,000 for liberty to fail for India. 
This was one of the articles of his impeachment, in the year 1626. 
The duke, in his defence, alleged, that as the company had taken many 
rich prizes from the Portuguefe in India, and particularly at Ormus, a 
large part thereof was legally due to the king, and alfo to himfelf as 
lord-admiral ; and that the faid L 10,000 was the company’s compofi- 
tion and agreement, inftead of L 15, 006, which the law would have 
given againfi: them : and that, moreover, the whole fum, excepting only 
L200, was applied by the king for the fervice of the navy. 

It was in the reign of King James J, that the Dutch began the ma- 
nufadlure of fine woollen cloths, and thereby interfered with the Eng- 
lifh cloth trade in the Netherlands and elfewhere, infomuch, that in 
the lafi year of this king’s reign, a certificate was given into the parlia- 
ment of 25,600 cloths having in that year been manufadhired in Hol- 
land. Whereupon the houfe of commons refolved, that the merchant- 
adventurers company’s feiting impofts upon our cloths was a grievance, 
and ought not to be continued ; and that all other merchants, as well 
as that company,* might tranfport every where northern and wellern 
dozens, kerfies, and new di'aperies : alfo that other merchants, befide 
the merchant-adventurers company, might freely trade with dyed and 
drefied -cloths, and all forts of coloured cloths, into Germany and the 
Low countries. ' 



328 “ Ai D, 1624. 

The king renewed his prohibition of the manufadiire of gold and 
filver thread, gold and five r foliate tleaf), purles. oes. fpangles, &c. as 
tending to the confumption of the corn and bullion of this king- 
do'o. And having granted a charter of incorporation to the governors, 
'affiftants, and commonalty of gold-wire drawers of London, he had 
hoped, by reducing thofe trades under order and government, to avoid 
the unneceflary wade of coin and bullion. But having now fully un- 
derdood, as well by the complaint of his commons in the late fedion of 
parliament, as upon examination by the lords of the council, that not 
only the faid corporation {which was thereupon revoked and declared 
to be void), but alfo the faid manufacdures, are unfit to be continued, 
&c. [Taedera,V.-s.vii,p 60^.'] 

King James, by proclamation, once more confirmed all his former 
injundlions againd ereding buildings on new foundations in London 
and its fuburbs. {Foedera, V. xvii, p. 

We have a pretty didind view of the condition of the colony of 
Virginia, in a commidion from Ring James to many lords and gentle- 
men, as follows, viz. we having, by letters-patent, . of the fourth year 
of our reign-, granted power to divers knights, gentlemen, and others, 
for the more fpeedy accomplifhraent of the plantation of Virginia, that 
they fhould divide themfelves into two colonies: the one to condd of 
Londoners, called the fird colony ; and the other of thofe of Bridol, 
Exeter, - and Plymouth, called the fecond colony. And we did, by fe- 
veral letters under our privy-feal, prefcribe orders-and conditutions for 
direding^he affairs of the laid colony. ‘ 

And whereas, afterward, upon the petition of divers adventurers and 
plauters of the London colony, we, by letters-patent, in. the 7th- year 
of pur reign, incorporated divers noblemen, knights, &c. by the name 
of the treafurer and company of adventurers and planters of the city 
of London, for the fird colony in Virginia j granting them divers lands, 
territories, &c. to be conveyed by them to the adventurers and plant- 
ers ; with power to have.a council there refi dent for the affairs of the 
colony ; and alfo to place and difplace officers. * 

, And afterward, pn the 9th year of our reign, we, by letters-patent, 
did farther mention -to give thatpprnpany divers ides on that coad. 

And whereas, yve, - finding vthe 'courfes taken for fettling the colony 
have not taken uhe good effed we intended, did, by a late corrmidion 
to fundry perfons of quality and trud, caufe the date of it to be ex- 
anained into ; who, after much pains taken, reportedf that mod >f our 
people fent thither had died by ficknefs and famine, and by madacres 
by .tl^ natives ; and that fuc:]j,as,>p.re dill living were in lamentable ne- 
ceffity and want ; ;though th*^y (t^e commidioners) conceived the coun- 
try to be. both fiuitful and healthful, and that, if indudry were ufed, 
it would produce many good daple commodities. But, by negled of 


tBe governors and managers here, it had as yet produced few or none. 
That the faid plantations are of great importance ; and would, as they 
hoped, remain a lafting monument of our moil gracious and happy go- 
vernment to all pofterity, if the fame were profecuted to thofe ends for 
which they were firfl; undertaken. Whereupon we, entering into ma- 
ture confideration of the premifes, did, by advice of our privy-council, 
refolve to alter the charters of the faid company as to points of go- 
vernment ; but the faid treafurer and company not fubmitting thereto, 
the faid charters are now avoided, by a quo warranto. Wherefor, we 
direct you to confider the flate of the faid colony, and what points are 
fitting to be infer ted in the intended new charter, and to report to us. 
And, in the mean time, to take care to fupply the planters there with 
neceflaries, and to do all other adts needful for maintaining the colony. 
The king foon after appointed Sir Francis Wyatt governor of Virginia,, 
with eleven counfellors, refiding in the colony. \Fcidera, V. xvii, pp. 609, 
616.] 

King James once more difplayed his averfion to tobacco, by the fol- 
lowing proclamation, viz. 

‘ Whereas our commons, in their laft fefljon of parliament;, became 
‘^ humble petitioners unto us, that, for many weighty feafons, much 
^ concerning the intereft of our kingdom, and the trade thereof, we"— 
‘ would, by our royal power, utterly prohibit the ufe of all foreign to- 
‘ bacco, which is not of the growth of our own dominions : and 

whereas we have upon all occafions- made known our diflike we have 
‘ ever had of the ufe of tobacco in general, as tending to the corrup- 
‘ tion both of the health and manners of our people : neyerthelefs, 

‘ becaufe we have been often and earneflly importuned by many of our 
‘ loving fubjeds, planters and adventurers in Virginia and the Somer 
‘ ifles, that as thofe colonies are yet but in their infancy, and cannot be 
‘ brought to maturity, unlefs we will be pleafed for a time to tolerate 
‘ the planting and vending the tobacco of their growth, we have con- 
‘ defcended' to their defires : and do therefor hereby ftridtly prohibit 
‘ the importation of any tobacco from beyond.fea, or from Scotland, 

‘ into England or Ireland, other than from our colonies before named : 

‘ Moreover, we ft'ridUy prohibit the planting of any tobacco either in 
‘ England or Ireland.’ The reft of this proclamation relates to fearch- . 
ing for and burning foreign tobacco, and marking and fealiiig the legal 
tobacco of our colonies. On the 2d of March 1624-5 iflued another 
proclamation to the fame effedl. \Foedera, V. xvii, pp. 621, 668.] 

1625.— -In February 1624-5, King James iffiied a frefh proclamation 
againft eating fiefti in lent, &c. [Foedera, V. xtni, p. 661.] • 

In that fame month he iffued his v/arrant to the duke of Bucking- 
ham, as high-admiral, that whereas, many of his fubjedls had fuffered 
great wrongs and damages, as well at fea as otherwife ; not only by the 

VoL. II. T t 



fubjeds of our brotber the king of Spain, and of the Low countries, 
but alfo by tb^^^ under the ftates of the United Netherlands ; and all 
fair courfes and due proceedings have been in vain ufed, in demanding 
reftitution or reparation thereof ; and that thereupon our faid fubjeds 
have made hU us for letters of reprifal: we therefor 

will, require, and authorize you to grant your commiffion for appre- 
'hending and taking the goods, Ihips, and merchandize of the king of 
Spain’s fubje^s of the Low countries, as alfo thofe of the fubjedts of 
the United Netherlands, for the latisfadHon of our loving fubjeds fb 
damnified ; and in fuch manner and form as ftiall be agreed on by our 
privy-council, or any fix of them, in writing under their hands. \Foedera^-f^ 
JP". xvii, p. 667 *-1 

King James died 27th March 1625. His lofty ideas of his preroga- 
tive are difplayed in numerous proclamations and injundions, com- 
manding and prohibiting fuch things as in later times would not be 
fubmitted to under any other authority than that of parliainent. His 
getting his attorney-general. Sir John Davis, to write, and dedicate t© 
him, a treatife in favour of his prerogative of levying the tonnage and 
poundage-duty by his foie authority, encouraged his fon and fucceflbr 
■ to levy fhip-money in the lame manner ; which proved his ruin. Such 
dodrines, which Davis endeavoured to fupport by quoting precedents, 
did virtually deftroy all the efiential rights of parliament ; and parti- 
■cularly that of giving money for the public fervice. Davis’s book (tl^e 
. title whereof was, the Queftion concerning impofitions, tonnage, 
poundage, prizage, cuftoms, &c. Mly dated and argued from reafon, 
law, and policy) was reprinted in the year 1656, probably by conniv- 
ance of the government, for expofing the arbitrary tempers of both fa- 
ther and fon. Its conclufion runs thus : ■* that by virtue of an antient 
‘ prerogative inherent to his crown, the king of England may juftly 
‘ and lawfully fet impofitions upon merchandize, and may limit and 
* rate the quantity and proportion thereof, by his own wifdom and dif- 
’ cretion, without an ad of parliament.’ 

On the 30th of March 1625, Charles I king of England ratified the 
contrad, which his father King James had made juft before his death, 
for his marriage with the princefs Henrietta Maria, filler of Louis XIII 
king of France. Her portion was 800,000 crowns of 3 livres each (or 
L240 ,ooo fterling); half to be paid down, the other half in one year 
after. . She was to have Li 8,000 fterling (or 60,000 French crowns) 
yearly, for her feparate ufe. So that 3-5- French crowns, or 10 livres, 

. * We fee a. like warrant for reprifals a few in neither of thofe warrants are the particular da- 
months after by his fon King Charles I againft mages complained of at all fpecified* \Fmckra-. 
both the faid nations, exadlly in the ftile and form V. xviii,//>. 12, 188J 
.hereof^ and. another again in the fame year. Yet, ' , * 
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were then equal to one pound fterling. She was alfo to have the value 
of 50,000 crowns in rings. {Feedera^ V. xvii, p. 673.] 

The author of an hiftory of the Caribbee ijfles (publifhed at Paris in 
1658, and at London, in Englifli, in 1 666), relates, that the Engl iih and 
French colonies in thofe ifles had their beginning in the fame year 
(1625) * that Monf. Defnambuc, a fea captain in the fervice of France, 
and Sir Thomas Warner, an Engliih gentleman, jointly took pofTeffion of 
the ifle of St. Chriftophers on the very fame davywith about 300 per- 
fons of each nation, in behalf of their refpedive kings ; in order that- 
they might have a place of fafe retreat for the reception of the fliips of 
both nations at any time bound for America. In thofe firft times, the 
Englifh, it feems, were wifer than the French, in building good houfes 
there, and having wives and children; whereas the French contented 
themfelves with fuch huts as the Caribbean natives had, few of them 
being married. The firft Englifh planters employed themfelves in railing , 
tobacco; but afterward, in imitation of Barbadoes; they fell into fugar, 
indigo, cotton, and ginger, whereby they foon became rich. That ifland 
had been difcovered long before by Columbus, though never planted 
till this year by any nation. It was, however, found to poflefs feveral 
natural advantages, which induced the Spaniards ’frequently to flop at it 
in their American voyages. But this French author frankly owns, that, 
for preventing any fecret intelligence between the native Garibs of the 
ifland and the Spaniards, (who- were at this time the common enemy of 
both nations in America) the Englifh and French, in one night, dif- 
patched all the moft facftious of the Caribs; and, not long after, forced 
all the reft to quit the ifland. In the following year the French king 
incorporated a number of gentlemen for planting the American ifles. 
This, therefor, according to this author, was. the firft of all the Weft- 
India ifles planted by either England or France * \ the bold claims of 
Spain to the foie property of all thofe iflands having deterred other na- 
tions till now from fettling thereon : but, as the power of Spain was 
now vifibly declining, thofe nations juftly thought they had a good right 
to take pofTeflion of fuch ifles as Spain had never yet planted on ; as we 
fhall fee they gradually did on many others of them. 

Our hiftoriographers of the city of London relate, that it was in this 
year that hackney coaches firft began to ply in London ftreets, or rather 
at the inns, to be called for as they were wanted ; and they were at this 
time only twenty in number. In ten years time they were increafed fo 
much in number ^hat King Charles then thought it worth his while to 
iflue an order of council for reftraining their increafe. 

King Charles now renewed his father’s commiftion to twelve commif- 
fioners of the navy. Thefe Teem to have been moftly ftationed, as at 

^ The Englifh colony of Barbadoes was fettled in the year 1^14, 
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’prefent, in diftinta ; fuch as a comptroller, a furveyor, a clerk 

•of the navy, &c. The firll of that number was Sir Richard Wefton, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, and another of them was Sir William Ruffell, 
who was alfo treafurer of the navy. They were, as at prefent, fubordi- 
-nate to the lord high admiral, or the admiralty-board, from whom they 
were to receive diredions in maritime affairs. 

The proteftant boors of Auflria now took up arms, to recover the 
free exercife of their religion, and they became mafters of fome places 5 
but, not being fupported by any foreign potentate, they were reduced 
to fubjedion. in the following year, and feverely punifhed. Hereupon 
the emperor Ferdinand II compelled all the proteflant gentry, clergy, 
and fchoolmafters, to leave Atiflria ; many of whom were kindly and 
wifely received by the Swedes and other proteflant hates, to the increafe 
of their wealth and peopie. 

King Charles by proclamation, prohibited the importation of any to- 
bacco not of the growth of Virginia, or of the Somer ifles. [^Fcedera, 
V. xviii, p. 19.] - 

King Charles ilTued a proclamation fetting forth, ‘ that whereas the 
‘ making of alum was difcovered not maiiy years fince in Yorkfhire, 

‘ and brought to fuch perfedion, as there is no doubt but fufficient 
‘ quantities may be made, as well for home ufe as for exportation ; 

* which being a work of fo great honour to this kingdom, and of fuch 
‘ ufe and confequence ; vvjiereby many families are kept at work, much 
‘ treafure faved at home, which heretofore was exported for alum, and 
‘ fome increafe alfo to the revenue ■; he therefor ftridly commanded, 

‘ that no foreign alum Ihould* be imported, and that no Englifh alum, 

^ once exported, jfliould be re-imported, or ufed in England.’ {Foedera, 
V. xviii, p. 21-.] 

It was upon the farm of this -alum duty, jointly with that on fugar, 
and other branches of the revenue, that the famous merchant Sir Paul 
Pindar advanced -to this king fo large a fum as Li 30,000, on account of 
■which he and his creditors were great fufferers, by reafon of the civil 
wars which enfued. ^ 

Another of Kling Charles’s proclamations this year was, for main- 
taining and increafing the faltpetre mines of England, for the neceflary 
and important manufacture of gunpowder. The king obferves, ‘ that 
‘ our realm naturally yields fufficient mines of faltpetre, without de- 
‘ pending on foreign parts: wherefor, for the future, no dove-houfe 
‘ fhall he paved with ftone, bricks, nor boards, lime, Xand, nor grave], 

' nor any other thing whereby the growth and increafe of the mine of 
‘ faltpetre m'ay be hindered or impaired ; but the proprietors fhall fuf- 
‘ fer the floors or ground thereof, as alfo all flables where horfes fland, 

to lie open with good and mellow earth, apt to breed increafe of the 

faid mine of faltpetre. And that none hinder or deny any faltpetre- 
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Tiian, lawfully deputed thereto, from digging, taking, or,working any 
’* ground which by commiflion may be taken and wrought for faltpetre. 
‘ Neither fhall any conftable, or other officer, negledl to furnifh any fuch 
‘ fakpetre-men with convenient carriages, that the king’s fer vice fuffer 
‘ not. None fhall bribe any faltpetre-man for the fparing or forbearing 
‘ of any ground fit to be wrought for faltpetre. ^ That all dovehoufes, 
‘ and other places digged for faltpetre, be, when the earth thereof is 
‘ wrought over, laid fmooth and flat again as before. That no faltpetre 
‘ be exported, neither fold at home to any but the king’s powder-maker, 
‘ who fhall not receive for any gunpowder fold by him to any of the 
‘ king’s fubjedts above xod the pound weight.’ The proGlaraation pro- 
ceeds to diredf the trial of the goodnefs of gunpowder before it is fold. 
\_Foedera, V. y.Viii, p. 23.] The faltpetre and gunpovrder bufinefs was 
one of that king’s greatefl monopoly-projedfs ; and his manner of di- 
redting it was far from fuiting the genius of a free people. 

Charles w^as fo much a tranfcript of his father that we are not to 
wonder at their proclamations having fo great a refemblance. His pro- 
clamation againft new foundations in and near London, and for re- 
building the houfes either with brick or flone, is exadtly in the flile and 
form of his father’s. He alfo therein gives directions for the dimenfions, 
true making, and price of bricks, viz. that the fizc of them be, in length 
9 inches, in breadth 4|, and in thicknefs 2-^; and that the price of one 
thoufand fuch bricks at the kiln fhall not exceed %f. No bricks fhall be 
made within one mile of any of the gates of London, or of the palace 
of Weltminfler. Cottages, fheds, and other nuifances, to be removed 
from the city and fuburbs : with other commendable regulations for its 
beauty and uniformity. A fecond alfo, of the very fame tenor, came 
out in this fame year. \_Foed?ra^ T. xviii, pp. 33, 97.] 

King Charles granted to Sir Francis Crane L2 000 yearly, for ten 
years: the one half of which fum was what he had formerly engaged 
to allow him for that term, for. the fupport of the tapeflry manufadfure 
at Mortlake in Surry : the other half was in lieu of paying Tim L6000 
due to him for three fuits of gold tapeftries, delivered for the king’s 
ufe. [Fcedera, V. xviii, 60.] 

Another proclamation grants a commiflion to many lords and gentle- 
men, for certain regulations in fearching for mines of gold, filver, or 
copper, or of lead holding filver, as alfo for quickfilver in Cardigan- 
fliirej of which mines the king had granted a leafe for 31 years to Sir 
Hugh Middleton. , [TcTififra, Ti xviii, j6. 66.] 

After the Virginia company had,, at fundry times, raifed by fubfcrip- 
tious from their adventurers a capital of no lefs than L2oo,doo, ftill, in 
vain, hoping for gold and filver mines, and other very rich produdlions, 
many of them at length became weary of the charge, as not finding the 
profit by any means to anfwer expectation, and fold out their fiiares j and 
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fuch as continued in it had perpetual wranglingSi So valuable a country' 
and colony was, however, by no means to be abandoned ; more efpe- 
cially as the planters, there were now well able to fubfift independently 
of their mother country. Several gentlemen, therefor, about this time, 
with their effeds and with many fervants, went thither on a feparate 
bottom. Whereupon the king ilfued the following proclamation, which 
firft eftablifhed the prudent form of government, in which this arid the 
other regal colonies have remained till now (1762), viz. that whereas, 
in his father’s time, the charter of the Virginia company was, by a quo. 
voarranto^ annulled; and whereas his father was, and he himfelf alfo is, 
of opinion, that the government of that colony by a company incor- 
porated, confining of a' multitude, of perfons, of various difpofitions, 
amongft whom affairs of the greateft moment are ruled, by a majority 
of votes, was not fb proper for carrying on the affairs of the colony: 
wherefor, to reduce the government thereof to fuch a courfe as might 
befl; agree with that form which was held in our royal monarchy ; and 
Gonfi dering alfo, that we hold thofe territories of Virginia and the 
Somer illes, as alfo that of New-England, (lately planted) with the li- 
mits thereof, to be a part of our royal, empire ; we ordain, that the go- 
vernment of the colony of Virginia fliall immediately depend on our- 
felf, and not be committed to any company or corporation, to whom it 
may be proper to truft matters of trade and commerce, but not the or- 
dering of ftate affairs. Wherefor our commiffioners for thofe afl^rs 
fhall proceed as direffed, till we eftablifli a council here for that colony, 
to be fubordinate to our privy-council. And we will alfo eftablifli. an- 
other council, to be refident in Virginia, who ihall be fubordinate to. 
our council here for that colony. And at our own charge we will main- 
tain thofe public officers and minifters, and fuch ftrength of men, mu- 
nition, and fortification, as fiiall be neceffary for the defence of that 
plantation. . And we will alfo fettle and affure the particular rights and 
interefts of every planter and adventurer. Laftly, whereas the tobacco 
of thofe plantations (the only.prefent means of their fubfifting) cannot 
be managed for the good of’ the plantations, unlefs it be brought into 
one hand, whereby the foreign tobacco may be carefully kept, out, and 
the tobacco of thofe plantations may yield a certain and ready price to 
the owners thereof; to avoid all differences between the planters and 
adventurers themfelves, we refolye to take the fame into our own hands, 
and to give fuch prices for the fame as may give reafonable fatisfadlion ; 
whereof we will determine at better leifure. {Foedera^V. xviii, /i. 72.] 
Had tobacco been then as much in ufe as at prefent, this monopoly 
of it, fo early begun by King Charles, would have enabled him to raife 
muph money, without depending on parliament; And it was certainly 
a good fcheme to enhance the price of it at Jiis pleafure ! From this 
time forward, affemblies of the reprefentatives of the planters in Vir- 
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iginia regularly met by authority of the crown, to eiia< 3 ; laws, with the 
confeftt of the king’s governor and council, the lall having ever fince 
aded feparately as an upper houfe : but the dernier refort in all law 
proceedings is in the alTembly. A patent-office was now alfo eftabliffi- 
ed, not only for offices in Virginia, but for difpofing of vacated grants 
of new lands, on the eafy terms of if fterling per annum quit-rent to 
'the crown for ever, for each hundred acres to be granted. And this 
encouraged many perfons of fubftance to go from England and fettle 
there, whereby the country foon became populous; and the Indians 
decreafing even fafter than the Engliffi increafed, thereby the later have 
enjoyed peace and tranquillity. 

King Charles appointed commiffioners for inquiring into and remov- 
ing the caufes of the low price of wool, and of the exportation there- 
of ; as alfo for regulating, the making of cloth, fluffs, &c. ; concerning 
the fifhery alfo ; and the hemp, flax, and corn trade of Eaflland; the 
Eafl-India trade ; the bringing in of bullion ; the linen cloth trade, 
&c. exactly in the form of the late king’s proclamations for thofe ends, 
as already noted. {Feeder a, V. xviii, p. 81.] 

We find now. the firfl authentic record of copper coins being ufed in 
England by royal authority,; the king reciting, that whereas his late 
royal father took order, that inftead of unwarranted farthing tokens, 
till then ufed by vintners, chandlers, tapflers, and other retailers, to the 
lofs of his lovixig fubjedls, there flrould be others made by his own war- 
rant*, under his own royal name and infer iption, and a conflant re- 
change fettled, whereby the fubjeft might have the lawful ufe of them, 
with much eafe and without lofs. Which copper money having fince 
had general circulation through our kingdoms of England and Ireland, 
has brought a general benefit. We do therefor hereby command, that 
no farthing or other tokens fhall be made or ufed but thofe of our royal 
father, by his letters-patent, and of us, by like letters- patent, granted 
this fame year to the duchefs dowager of Richmond and Lenox, and 
Sir Francis Crane, for which they are to pay us one hundred marks per 
annum for feventeen years. The laid copper farthing^ (or farthing 
tokens) to have thereon, on one fide, two feeptres cr offing under a 
crown ; on the other fide, a harp ■ crowned, with the king’s name and 

^ This warrapt does Bot appear (See above un- manm prafatlo ad AndcrfcMi Diplomat p, 66^, 
der the year 1609). It was probably foon after not*fd\ 

the time that Kln^ James vvas fo earneil for an Ruddiman, immediately after the paffage now 
tinion of the two kingdoms; for Raddiman (quot- quoted, fays, that James I coined copper money 
ing a manufeript work of Thomas Craig upon the in England. So it may be coniidered as cer- 
propofed union) obferves, that one of the objec- tain, that there was copper mopey in England 
tions made by the Scots to the union was, that, as before the reign of Charles, as the accuracy and 
the EngliHi had no copper money, if the money integrity of Ruddiman are fufficient to efhbMfli the 
of Scotland was thenceforth to be regulated en^ truth of it ; and he may have feen the copper 
tirely by the Engliflt (landard, the poor mull fitffer pieces of Jameses coin., though not to be found 
greatly by the want of copper money* now-* 
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titles. The patentees were thereby bound' to deliver out 21/ in tale of” 
farthings for every 20/ of fiver, and to pay back 20/in filver for every 
21/ by tale in copper farthings, whenever demanded. [Fc^^ra, V. xviii, 
pp. 108, 143.] 

King Charles, like his father, was generally much indebted to the 
merchants, goldfmiths, &c. of London, who advanced money from time 
to time to the crown, by way of anticipation on the public rev“enues. 
The king acknowleges his debt of £27,000 of this fort to the famous 
merchant Sir William Courten; the half of which fum had been lent 
to King James, the other half to himfelf. For which loan intereft was 
allowed at the rate of L8 per cent. \Foedera, V. xviii,/. 156.J 

King Charles granted an exclufive patent for fourteen years to a gold- 
fmith of London, for the foie making and practice of certain compound 
Huffs and waters, extracted out of certain minerals, 8cc. of this realm, 
called by the name of cement, or dreffing for fhips, to prevent them 
from burning in fights at fea ; and alfo to preferve them from the fea- 
worm or bernacle : for which grant this proje£for was to pay forty {hil- 
lings per annum into the exchequer. This feemed to be but a trifling 
matter ; yet, as we fhall fee a great number of fuch from time to time 
authorized by this king, it feems to have been from the beginning, his 
intention thereby to accumulate a new revenue, without depending on 
parliamentary grants. » 

King Charles made a grant of one of his pinnaces to his high admiral 
the duke of Buckingham, in confideratipn of bis undertaking to adven- 
ture for a difcovery of themorth-weft paflage to China, &c. An aftion 
(fays this grant) of great importance to trade and navigation, and in 
fundry refpeds of Angular benefit to all our realms and dominions. 
\Foedera, V. xviii, p. 166.] 

The king appointed his lord high admiral, the duke of Buckingham, 
to command in chief, both by fea and land, on an intended expedition 
againfl; Spain, His inftrudlions were, to annoy that crown by all ways 
poffible, either by plundering the towns, or by taking the plate fleet, 
or other {hipping,. &c. He was alfo to detach fome of his fhips to the 
pbrt of Sallee, in Barbary, to treat for redeeming the Englifh captives 
there, and for fecuring trade from the piracies ; as alfo for procuring 
provifions for his fleet, which had 10,000 land forces on board. [Foedera, 
V. xviii,/. 1 7 1.] But, miffing the plate fleet. Sir John Burroughs land- 
ed in the bay of Cadiz, burnt a few villages in that neighbourhood, 
and then returned home, without having done any effeftual fervice with 
fq great an armament. 

A league offenfive and defenfive was concluded at the Hague, on the 
2d of Auguft, between King Charles and the ftates of the United Nether- 
lands, againft Spain. The ftates-general were to join twenty of their 
fhips of war to the Englifh fleet, ^hich is f^d to have confifted of eighty- 


two fliips of war, for a joint attack upon Cadiz: the Dutch to have one 
fifth part of the fpoil which defign, however, was never put in exe- 
cution j any more than another, of the fame year, and againft Spain too, 
dated Southampton, 17th September 1625, confifling of forty articles. 
[ColkBion of treaties, tK ii, ed. ^ 2.1 

We mufi; here do King Charles the juftice to remark, that in this 
year we find three different applications from him to his brother-in-law 
Louis XIII of France, for fending back the fhips he had lent him ; 
and infifting on their not being employed againft his proteftant fubjedfs, 
(meaning the Rochellers.) 

Queen Henrietta Maria’s marriage portion of 800,000 French crowns, 
was in this fame year brought into England, all in filver money, intend- 
ed to be recoined at the tower ; but a plague raging in London, which 
had infecfted fome of the coiners, the king poftponed the recoinage ; and 
for the more eafily paying the foldiers and failors wages of the fleet then 
fitting out, he declared the French coin to be current for a time. It 
was all of one fort, called a quart d’ecu, (i. e. a quarter crown) worth 
ig\d. Yet, by an inundation of bafe and light ones, the king was 
quickly obliged to annuli the currency of that coin. 

King Charles being in great difficulties for money to carry on his 
war againft Spain, employed the duke of Buckingham to borrow 
L300 ,coo fterling of the ftates-general of the United Netherlands, or 
their fubjedls, upon the pledge of a great number of incomparably rich 
and noble crown jewels and vefiels of gold, adorned with pretious ftones, 
which were delivered to that duke out of the king’s jewel houfe. [Foedera, 
V. xviii, p. 246.] 

King Charles iftued a proclamation prohibiting all commerce witl . 
Spain and the Spanifh Netherlands ; and commanding that no fhip of 
60 tons or upwards be fet to fea, unlefs fhe be furniftied with mulkets 
and bandeliers, becaufe of the danger of his fubjedls venturing to fea 
in thefe perilous times, ill furnifhed with arms and weakly manned. 
\F(xdera, xviii, 251.] 

He again iffued a proclamation, exacftly in the ufual form, againft eat- 
ing flefh in lent, or on other fifh days ; and for the fame reafons. [Fce- 
dera, V. xviii, 268.] 

This king being to be crowned on Candlemas day, ilTued out writs to 
the fheriffs, to oblige all who held lands of the crown of the value of 
L40 yearly, or upward, who were not already knights, to come and 
take that order upon them. [Fh’ic’rfl, xviii, /». 278.] 

The reader needs not be acquainted, that this was an ufual pradlice 
of our kings in elder times to raife money on urgent occafions. 

1626. — The wahox xhe Golden fleece, [4to, 1626] a judicious trea- 
tife on commerce, gives a fuccind view of the Eaft-India commerce, 
&c. as it then ftood with refped to Europe, viz. 
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‘ Before the Londoners and Hollanders failed thither, the Turks ufed 

* to ftiare with the Portuguefe in thofe eommodities which no'w the pro- 
‘ teilants trade for. Heretofore they paid at Lifbon, Aleppo, or Alexan- 
‘ dria, 

* For ev?ry lb. weight of pepper, 2/; now it cofts us in India but gd 

< , — mace, — — — gd 

* . — cloves, 4/5 — I od 

< — nutmegs, 2/ — — — — 4^ 

— ______ — indigo, 4/* — 1/ 

* Perfian raw filk, per pound 12/. now from the Perfian gulf under 8/ 

‘ And if we tranfport none of our corn, but only that of foreign na^ 

* tions, carrying alfo fo me of our tin, lead, and woollen cloths, to the 
‘ Perfian gulf, where they are beft vendible, there is no queftion but this 

* kingdom will be much enriched : for the Sound of Denmark, the Hanfe 
^ towns, and France, will return us more money than we need to fend 
‘ into India.’ 

King Charles by proclamation ordered that the medium allowance 
for every failor fhould be 20/’ per month, which till now was but 14/, 
by which means there will accrue to every ordinary failor 14/“ (net 
money) per month, befides an allowance out of it of 4^ to a preacher, 
2d to a barber, and 6d per month to the chefl: at Chatham : whereas 
the ordinary men have now but g/4 (net) per month, and no allowance 
at all given to a preacher. Out of the furplufage of which (addition) 
all officers wages were likewife refpedively railed > and an allowance alfo 
for a lieutenant and a corporal. 

‘ And whereas Queen Elizabeth for the encouragement of Jfhip-build- 

* ing, gave a premium of ^ per ton for every ilrip built above the bur- 
‘ den of one hundred tons, which was revived by King James ; King 

Charles now allowed 5/ per ton for every £b ip that fliould be built of 
‘ 200 tons and upwards.’ [Fcedera, F. xviii, p. 6y^.2 

The author of the Golden fleece gives us a fketch of the filhery on 
the banks of Newfoundland, in which he fays, the ports of Devonfhire 
annually employed 150 fhips, and carried (as at this day) their fifh to 
Spain and Italy. It feems in thofe days, that fifliery was 'grievoufly dif- 
turbed by pirates, who had, in a few -years before, pillaged them to the 
damage of L4o,ooo, befides the lofs of 100 pieces of ordnance, and of 
above 1500 mariners, to the great hinderance of navigation. In another 
place he fays, that this fifhery maintained 8000 perfons for fix months 
in Newfoundland, and fuppor ted many thoufands of families at home, 
as well their own families as thofe employed in preparing nets, calks, 
viduals, &c. and in repairing the Ihipsfor that voyage*. 

* The judicious Mr. Wood, the prefent fecre- (i. e. about i 6 i 8 ) England had above 200 fail of 
taty of the board of cuftoms, in his £//ay on trade Ihips employed in this iiftiery, and fwnillved all. 

thinks, that one Itundrcd years before Europe with filli. 
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In this fame year, the femous Sir Thomas Herbert failed with fix 
fhips for Eaft-India, of which, and of Perfia, Japan, and the Moluccos,r 
he gives a judicious a.ccGunt, for the time he lived in. At Caibin, in 
Perfia, Sir Robert Shirley and Sir Dudmore Cotton, the two Englifh 
ambafladors (with whom he had travelled) both died ; and he returned 
home over land through Perfia. 

Howell, in his life of King Louis XIII of France, publilhed in the 
year 1646, gives us an edidl of that king, in this year, which prohibits 
all commerce with England ; and that no kind of grain, wines, or pulfe, 
fhould be exported to England; nor from England to France ; nor any 
cloths, ferges, wools, lead, tin, fluffs, filk flockings, 8cc. By this (fays 
Howell) one may obferve the advantage that England hath of France, 
in variety and fubftance of merchandize. This we here take notice of 
the rather, becaufe, were we ever fo much at peace with that nation in 
our days, the cafe is fo widely different from what it w’^as then, that they 
would take none of thofe particulars from us but lead and tobacco ; and 
they how knov/ better than to prohibit the importation of our wool. 
So fluctuating is the courfe of trade in this and many more inflances 
which might be produced. For Cardinal Richlieu, after reducing the 
power of the great nobility of France, earneflly promoted manufkdures 
and maritime commerce, for the enriching of that kingdom ; which 
Morifot (in his Orbis maritimus) juftly calls the fplendour of kingdoms 
whilft in peace, and their main fupport in wars. To this end he incor- 
porated a fociety of one hundred merchants for traffic, both to the eafl 
and weft, by fea and land, with a capital of 600,000 livres ; who alfb 
engaged to lay out as much more in building flout fhips at Morbihan, 
near Vannes, in Bretagne, where they eredled warehoufes, offices, and 
docks, and fo many dwelling houfes as made a good town. To that 
company alfo he committed the foie trade to Canada, vffiich they very 
foon greatly improved^ That cardinal, indeed, highly merited the dig- 
nity conferred on him of fuperintendant-general of the commerce and 
navigation, and high-admiral of France. He perfuaded Louis XIII to 
lay out a vail fura in the purchafe of fhips in Holland, Denmark, and 
the Hanfe towns, for the protedion of the coafts, the rovers of Bar- 
bary having taken or deftroyed above one hundred French fhips, and 
made flaves of fome thoufands of their people, whereby many families 
were undone : which improvements, though not effeded fo early as this 
year, we judged might come in properly enough in this place. 

The king having fuddenly dillblved the parliament, becaufe .they re- 
fufed to fettle the duty of tonnage and poundage on him, till their 
grievances fhould be redrefied, by his own authority directed the 
cuftoms, fubfidies, and impofts on merchandize, exported and imported, 
to be colleded as ufual in the manner they were colleded at his father’s 
death. F. xviii, p. 737.] 
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The king direded a com to the offieefs of his mint, for his 

money to be coined of the fame finenofs as before, viz. filver, of 1 1 oz. 
2 pwt. fine ; crown gold of 22 carats fine; and angel gold to be, as 
already it is, of 23 carats 3-|- grains fine : alfo that a pound weight of 
filver ihall make in current money L3 : 10 : 6. And that the pound 
weight of crown gold {hall make in current money L44 by tale, of fuch 
pieces of gold as are now ufually coined of that finenefs. \Fcsdera, V. 
xviii, 741-] This was an unaccountable diredfion^ to have two fets 
of gold coins of different finenefs and purity, (in which he imitated 
his father) and alfo t© coin his filver money lighter than before; of which 
we {hall prefen tly treat more, fully. 

King Charles being determined to raife what money he wanted, with- 
out being beholden for it to a parliament, granted a commiflion to the 
lord-treafurer and other great officers of flate, to fell or grant in fee- 
farm, or for term of livea or years, in poffeffion or in reverfion,. all or 
any of his honours, manors, old caftles, forefts, chaces, parks, lands, 
tenements, woods, &c. both in the furvey of the exchequer, and in the 
duchy of Lancafter ; as well fuch as were held by copy asby leafe, cuftody , 
%LC.\Fi 8 dera, V. xviii, 771.] The king had run himfelf deeply in arrear, 
for fitting out his late fleets with land forces, &c. againft Spain : there 
was alfo a confiderable debt at his father’s death; and he had already 
mortgaged to the city of London, in its corporate capacity , divers ma- 
nors, lands, tenements, &c. Thus did this king mofi; improvident ly 
for himfelf, and his fucceflbrs, though perhaps not inaufpicioufly for 
the liberties of the people, diveft himfelf of a moft royal eftate and 
revenue in lands : an eftate which had ever been the principal inde- 
pendent fupport of the yearly expenfe of his predecefl'ors, and their 
houfehold in times of peace. 

The king, in two feparate commiflions, appointed an envoy to the 
piratical ftates of Barbary, and to the town of Sallee, to treat of the re- 
demption of Englilh captives, and alfo of peace and commerce with 
them ; for which purpofes the envoy carried with him all the Moors 
who had been rhade prifonerS'by the Englilh, as alfo four brafs and two 
iron cannons, with ammunitiouj &c. as prefents : a method early prac- 
tifed by all other chriftian ftates in treating with thofe people, to fupply 
them with weapons for their own deftrudion ! \Fcedera, V. xviii, pp., 
793. S07.] ■ _ 

It being near Chriftmas, King Charles again enjoined the nobility,. 
See. to withdraw from London, to exercife hofpitalify at their feats im 
the country.. [Fcedera, Fi xviii, 798.] 

The French having this year feized on the Englilh merchant Ihips in 
divers ports of France, by way of reprifal for three French fhips lately 
taken by the Engiifli Ihips of war, and likewife on account of certain, 
older pretended, claims on England, ' aihounting in all to L25,ooo. fter- 


ling. King Charles granted a commiffioii for feizing on all the French 
effeds in the Englifh ports, by way of counter-reprifaL \Fcedera, V. 
xviii, 802.] 

1 627.---A proclamation of King Charles came out, importing, that 
the pradice of making faltpetre in England, by digging up the floors 
of dwelling-houfes, dove-houfes, ftables, &c. tended too much to the 
grievance of his fubjeds : and that, notwithflanding all the trouble 
and charge attending this method, the undertakers could never yet fiir- 
nifh this realm with one third part of the faltpetre requifite, efpecially 
in time of war, when moft wanted ; the earth of itfelf not being able 
to engender the matter whereof faltpetre is made, in many years, with- 
out the aid of artificial means for enriching the earth : and yet the ne- 
ceflity of the prefent times requires fo much to be made, as would fo 
impoverilh the earth, that in a fhort time we fhould be utterly deftitute 
of that ineftimable treafure. Whereupon Sir John Brooke, and Tho- 
mas Ruflell, Efq. have propofed to us, to make fuch quantities of falt- 
petre as our realms fliall want, and alfo to fupply foreign nations there- 
with, by a new invention of their own, of which they have given de- 
mon ftrative proof, and for which we had already granted them an ex- 
elufive patent : and as thofe patentees now want nothing but leave to 
colled a fufficient quantity of urine for their manufadure of faltpetre, 
at their own charge ; the king therefor commands all his fubjeds of 
London, Weftminfter, &c. near to the place where the faid patentees 
have already ereded a work for the making of faltpetre, that, after no- 
tice given to them refpedively, they carefully keep in proper veflels all 
human urine, throughout the whole year, and alfo as much of that of 
beafts as can be faved, for the patentees to carry away from time to- 
time. [Fa;dera, F. xviii, 813.J 

Another proclamation came out againfl eating fle£h in lent, and on 
other fifh days. JF xviii, 822.] 

The king alfo now ifiued a commiffion of inquiry into nuifances in 
and near London; fuch as flails, flaughter-houfes, brew-houfes, fmiths 
forges, brick kilns, coach-houfes, tallow-chandlers, finks, vaults, dung- 
hills, lay flails, garbage, broken pavements, inmates in houfes crowding 
the fame, &c. and for redrefling of all fuch like diforderS. {Faderai, V. 
xviii, p. 827.J 

He alfo- commiflioned certain aldermen,. &c. of London to feize all 
foreign tobacco, not of the growth of Virginia or Bermudas,, for his 
benefit, agreeablfi to a former commiffion: alfo to buy up^. for his ufe, 
ail the tobacco coming from, thofe plantations,, and to fell the fame 
again for his benefit., [Fadera,. V. xviii, p. 831.]' 

The king, notwithflanding this order, in the fame month, publiflied 
a permiffion to import 50,000 pounds of Spanifli tobacco but then it. 
was tQ.be all, bought by himfelf, and again fold out to. his fubjeds.. He.. 
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direded tliat the Spanifli tobacco, and alto all the Virginia and Somer- 
ifles tobacco, fhould be imported into London only, and marked like- 
wife with three different feals or {lamps. - Moreover, as great quantities 
of tobacco were flill town in England, contrary to law, he now renew- 
ed the former prohibition of planting it in England. {Feeder a, F. xviii, 
p: 8r8.] 

King Charles granted a commiffion to captain John Hall, to com^ 
mand four fhips and a pinnace for next year’s voyage to Eaft-India, un- 
der the diredion of the Englifh company of merchants of London trad- 
ing to the Eaft-Indies. This was only a piece of form : but he farther 
earneftly prohibits all his other fubjeds, excepting the company, from 
reforting to India, under the penalty of forfeiting fhips and cargoes ; 
half to the king, the other half to the company, purfuant to King 
James’s charter to them, dated the 3ifl of May, in the 7th year of his 
reign. 


And King James having, in the year 1617, granted letters-patent to 
the Englifh Eafl -India company, to export to India all fuch foreign coin 
and bullion as they fhould firfl import from beyond fea, fo as the fame 
fhould not exceed the fum of Li 00,000 in any one year. King Charles 
now licenced them, in confideration of the prohibition of commerce 
with Spain, whereby they were difabled from procuring the quantity of 
lilver they yearly wanted, to export, in their next voyage only, L30,ooo 
in foreign gold, in lieu of fo.tnuch filver. {Fcedera^ F xviii, 853.] 
The king ifTued a proclamation againfl furnifhing Spain with provi- 
iions, ammunition, or materials for fhipping of any kind ; the king of 
Spain and the archduke (fays he) having previoufly ifTued like orders on 
their part with refped to our dominions. 

King Charles granted frefh letters of reprifai in behalf of fuch of his 
fubjeds as have had their fhips and merchandize taken by the French : 
no redrefs having been obtained, though often demanded ; and the like 
reprifals were again granted on the 20th of April following. {Feedera, 
F.xvm,pp.% 6 i, 887 ] 

King Charles appointed Sir Peter Wyche to be his ambaflador to the 
grand 'fignior Sultan Moratt, with the cuflomary powers of appoint- 
ing confuls ih ' the feveral ports of Turkey, &c. [Fcedera, V. xviii,' 
p. 862.] . ^ 

To what xve have this year exhibited from the Foedera concerning 
King Charles’s quarrel ^th his brother-in-law King Louis XIII, we fhall 
here add, that Louis’s not only detaining the feven 'Englifh fhips lent 
• to him, but alfo employing them againft his proteflant fubjeds, raifed 
a great clamour in England : thereupon King Charles feized on feveral 
French fhips in Englifh ports ; and Louis, on the other fide, feized on 
no fewer than 120 Englifh fhips in bis port^ King Charles alfo now” 
fent home all his queen’s French fervants^^^, in fine, publifhed a de- 
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claration of war againft France, wherein he accufed Louis of breach of 
articles with his proteftant fubjedfe, and of blocking up their towns and 
ports; for whofe relief at Rochelle he, this fame year, had fent out the 
Earl of Denbigh with thirty fhips of war ; but, being too late in the 
year, he was driven back by ftormy weather. * 

We have before noted, that King Charles was fo ill advifed, as, for 
his private gain, to raife the nominal value of his coin above its intrinfic 
value, by coining the pound weight of filver into L3 : 10 : 6 by tale, 
whereby he was to gain on every pound weight of filver. His privy- 
council, however, were fomewhat doubtful of the prudence of this 
meafure ; whereupon the famous Sir Robert Cotton, being excellently 
“'well Ikilled in fuch matters, and the precedents of former reigns, was 
ordered to lay his opinion before the board ; which was greatly to his 
reputation. For, in a fet fpeech at that board, (afterward printed with 
his other pofthumous pieces in 1651) he moft judicioufly difplayed the 
great difcredit as well as real lofs which would thereby redound to the 
king himfelf, as well as to the whole realm. He fhewed, that the Ro- 
man empire kept up the purity of the ftandard of the coin until the 
loofe times of Commodus, when excefs of expenfe introduced neceffity, 
and that brought on an alteration of the ftandard : and that the majefty 
of that empire gradually declined with the gradual alteration of their 
coin. So that there is no furer fymptom of a confumption in any ftate 
than the corruption of their money. 

Coming, in the next place, to fpeak of our own princes, he ftiews 
the difreputati'on which fell on King Henry VI, by not only abating the 
quantity of bullion in his coins, (though ftill preferving the nominal 
value) but likewife debafing them, by direding the pradice of alchymy 
(as they term it) in his mint ! That King Henry VIII fell into the fame 
bad meafures. And that his daughter Queen Elizabeth was moft wifely 
advifed by her treafurer Burleigh, and by Sir Thomas Smith, that it 
would be for the honour of the crown and the true w’^ealth of herfelf 
and people, to bring back the ftandard of the coins to the antient parity 
and purity of her great-grandfather King Edward IV. Next, he judi- 
cioufly fliews, that as coin or money was devifed as a rate and meafure 
of merchandize aird manufadure, if that meafure be rendered mutable,, 
no man can tell what he hath or what he oweth ; and no contrad can 
be certain. That prhices are guarantees to their people for the juftnefs. 
of their coin, and muft not fuffer their faces to warrant falfehood. 
That this prPpofal now on the anvil would take away the tenth pare of 
every man’s due debt in rent. That, by coining the fbilling with Icfs 
filver in it than before, a proportion ably lefs quantity of any goods or 
merchandize will be fold for it. That the Netherlanders will, with our 
prefent good coins, recoin with the king’s flamp, and import on us the 
newly enhanced coin. That if men flaall receive in the propofed no- 



244 ^^^ 7 * 

minal ftiillings and pounds a lefs proportion of filver and gold tlian they* 
did before this projedied alteration, and, at the fame time, pay for what 
they buy at a rate enhanced, it muft caft upon all a double lofs. What 
the king will fuffer by it in the rents of hisdands is demonftrated by 
the alterations fince the 1 8 th year of Ring Edward III, (anno 1 344) 
when all the revenue came into the receipt, pondere et numero, at the 
rate of five groats per oimce ; which, fince that time, by the feveral 
changes of the ftandard, is come to five fliillings, whereby the king hath 
lofi: two thirds of his revenue ; and the like in his cuftoms and other re- 
ceipts. And, as the king will lofe a fourteenth part in all the filver, 
and a twenty-fifth part in all the gold he ihall receive, fo likewife will 
the nobility and gentry in all their former fettled rents, annuities, pen- 
fions, and loans. The like alfo will fall upon the labourers and woik.- 
men in their fiatute wages : and as their receipts will hereby be leffened, 
fo their ifliies will be increafed by raifing the prices of all things. It 
will lay the lofs upon ourfelves and the profit on our enemies : fince all 
our prefent good money will hereby be exported for bullion, our own 
goldfmiths being their brokers. This enftebling of the coin is but a 
fhort- lived fhift, like drink to one in a dropfy, to make him fwell the 
more. But the fiate was never thoroughly cured, as we faw by King 
Henry the Vlllth’s time, and the late queen’s, until the coin was made 
up again. This moft judicious and feafonable remonftrance was fo well 
approved of, that the pro] edt was entirely fet afide. We fhall, never- 
thelefs, feventy years later than this time, fee fo pernicious a propofal 
again ftarted to King William’s minifters ; and had it- not been for the 
remonfirance of another great man, the famous John Locke, (who pof- 
fibly was indebted for the fame jull notions to this fpeech of Sir Robert 
Cotton’s) feemed in a fair way to be accepted of. 

In this fecondyear, therefor, of King Charles I, a pound weight of gold, 
of the old ftandard of 23 carats 34. grains, fine, and half a grain allay, 
was coined into L44 :io by tale, viz. into rofe-rials of thirty fliillings, 
jpur-rials of fifteen fliillings, and angels of ten {hillings : and a pound 
weight of another ftandard, viz. of 22 carats fine, and 2 carats allay, 
(called crown gold) into L41 by tale, viz. into units of twenty {hillings, 
double crowns, ten, {hillings, and Britilh crowns, five {hillings. And a 
pound weight of filver, of the old ftandardof 1 1 ounces, 2 pennyweight, 
fine, into 62 {hillings, by tale ; namely, into crowps, half crowns, fliil- 
lings, fixpences, twopences, pence, and halfpence. 

We find the following catalogue of exclufive patents for new projects 
in this year, all for fourteen years. ■ 

I) ‘ A parent to Lord D’Acre, and two others, for the foie making 
' pflleeh . according to the invention of Thomas Letfome, one of the 
* faid patentees.’ . - ■ 
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H) ‘ To Sir Joim Hacket and Odtavius de Strada, for rendering fea- 
^ coal and pit-coal as ufeful as charcoal, for burning in houfes, without 
‘ offence by the fmell or fmoke, according to their invention.’ 

Ill) ‘ To Thomas Roufe and Abraham Cullyn, for the foie making 
‘ of ftone pots, jugs, and bottles, according to their new invention.’ 

Alfo IV and V) ‘ One for draining water out of mines, &c. and an- 
^ other for making guns, great and fmalL’ \Foedera^ ¥'. xviii, 7>. 870.] 

About this time, (according to the ingenious author * of Carib- 
beana, 2 V. 4to, 1741) the fugar trade of England had its rife in the 
firfl fettlement of the ifland of Barbados j-, the mother of all the fugar 
colonies. Yet, till feveral years after this time, the Portuguefe fupplied 
moft parts of Europe with Brazil fugar s. 

At this time, according to a French pamphlet on the Eafl-India trade, 
Guftavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, iffued his letters-patent, inviting 
his people to form a Swedifh Eaft-India company : but the war in Ger- 
many and that great king’s death a few years after prevented the ac- 
complifhment of that defign. 

The following proclamation from King Charles I will partly fhew the 
nature of the London goldfmiths bufinefs, and the fate of the Englifh 
iilver and gold coins at the time. 

' Whereas the exchange of all manner of gold and fiver, current in 
‘ monies, or otherwife, as the buying, felling, and exchanging of all man- 

* ner of bullion in fpecies of foreign coins, billets, ingots, &c. fine, re- 
‘ fined, or allayed, howfoever, being .fit for our mint, hath ever been, 

‘ and ought to be, our foie right, as part of our prerogative royal, -and 
‘ antient revenue ; wherein none of our fubjedls, of what trade or qua- 
‘ lity foever, ought at all, without our fpecial licence, to intermeddle, 

‘ the fame being prohibited by divers adfs of parliament and proclama- 
‘ tions, both antient and modern : and whereas ourfelf and divers of 

* our royal predeceflbrs have for fome time paft tolerated a promifcu- 

* ous kind of liberty to all, but efpeciaily to fome of the myflery and 

trade of goldfmiths in London and elfewhere, not only to make the 

‘ faid exchanges, but to buy and fell all manner of bullion : and from 
V thence fome of them have grown to that licentioufnefs, that they have 
‘ for divers years prefumed, for their private gain, to fort and weigh all 
‘ forts of money current vdthin our realm, to the end to cull out the old 
‘ and new monies, which, either by not wearing, or by any other acci- 
' dent, are weightier than the reft ; which weighted monies have not only 
‘ been molten dov^n for the making of plate, &c. but even traded in and 

* fold to merchant ftrangers, &c. who have exported the fame ; whereby 

% 

^ Late attorney general of Barbados. autlior of the Hlllory of Barbados, has 

'[* Others, as we iiave already feen, dated the hrft left a blank for the date of the difeovery of the 
fettlement of .Barbados twelve years earlier^ Li- ifland by Sir William Coarteru 
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‘ the confiimption of our coins has been greatly occafioned, as alfo the 
‘ raifing of the filver even of our own monies to a rate above what they 
‘ are truly current for ; by reafon whereof no filver can be brought to our 
‘ mint, but to the lofs of the bringers-, &c. For the reforming of ail 
‘ which abufes, we have, by the advice of our privy-council, determined 

* to refume our faid right, for our own profit and the good of the realm : 

‘ and for this end we do now appoint Henry earl of Holland and his 
‘ deputies to have the office of our changes, exchanges, and out-changes 
‘ wbatfoever, in England, Wales, and Ireland. And we do hereby 
‘ firidfly charge and command that no goldfmith nor other per fon what- 

* foever, other than the faid earl of Holland,, do prefume to change, &c. 

‘ (as above) and as the following articles d& more fully diredl in fub- 
' fiance, viz. 

‘ I and II) ' None (without our fpecial licence) fliall tranfport to fo- 
‘ reign parts any gold or filver, in coin, plate, or bullion, as by ftatute, 

* 9 Edw. HI, and 2 Hen. IF. 

III) ‘ None ftiall prefume to melt down the current coins of our king- 
‘ doms, nor to cull and fort from the refi any of the weightier mo- 

* nies. 

IV) ‘ None but our faid changer, and his deputies, fhall receive or take; 

‘ by way of payment, or exchange, diredlly or indiredlly, for any fpecies 
‘ of foreign coin, or other gold or filver, more than the rates which now 
‘ are or hereafter may be given or allowed for the fame at our mint or 

■ exchange. 

V) ‘ To prevent the frauds of goldfmiths againft the ftatute of the- 
‘ i 8th of Queen Elizabeth, every goldfmith, on the fale of any plate, 

‘ fhall deliver a ticket, with his name or mark, to the buyer, exprefiing 
‘ the day of fale, the weight of fuch plate, and the value or rate of the 
^ gold or filver apart, and alfo the value and rate of the fafhion apart, 

‘ by which may appear at wh.at rate the one or the other was valued,’ 
&c. 

VI) ‘ In every piece of gold current for 30/", lof, 15/^ 10/, 5/, and 
‘ 2p, the abatement fhall not exceed four grains and an half for 30/' 
‘ pieces, three grains, two grains and a half, two grains, one grain, and 

‘ half a grain, for the other refpeffive pieces ; which feveral gold' coins 
‘ wanting no more fhall pafs current, as if of full weight and value : but 
‘ if they want refpeclively more in weight than the faid feveral refped- 
‘ ive abatements, then they fhall not be current ; but fhall be brought 
‘ to our exchanges or mint, to be melted down and made into new 
‘ coin. 

VII) ‘ No falfe or deceitful fluff or manufadure of gold or filver, 

‘ lefs in finenefs than our money of gold or filver, fhall be made, fold, 

‘ or imported. Yet this order fhall not refirain any fubjed from im- 

' porting of bullion from beyond fea, to be carried to our mint to be' 
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"' coined. Goldfmiths, however, may continue, agreeable to the fran* 

* chifes, 8tc. granted to them by charters from us and our predecelTors, 
‘ to buy any gold or filver in plate ornther manufadure, as heretofore, fo 
‘ as the fame may be bought or exchanged only to make plate or other 
^ manufaflure; and they do not give a higher rate for the fame than 

* the rate of our mint; and that, under colour thereof, they do not buy, 
exchange, -or intermeddle with any foreign fpecies of money or other 

‘ bullion, either foreign or of our own produce ; all which ought to be 
‘ ‘ carried to, and coined at, our mint.’ [Fcedera, PZ xviii, p. 896.] 

In the fame year King Charles direfted a fpecial comraiifion of lords 
and gentlemen, ‘ for fix {hips of war to be fitted out, viz. three of 300 
tons each, and three of 200 tons burden, for the guard of the northern 
fea coafls of England from foreign enemies, whereby trade w^as much 
‘ interrupted, and the city of London and other parts of the kingdom 
‘ much damaged for w'-ant of coals and other commodities, ufually tran- 
‘ fported from Newcafile upon Tine and Sunderland, both to London 
‘ -and parts .adjacent, and to mofi; other parts of our dominions. And , 
‘ for bearing -the expenfe of this armament, the king (befide the for- 
‘ feitures of recufants convid) hereby appropriates a voluntary offer 
‘ made by the owners of coal-pits and the fellers of coals, to be carried 
‘ from thofe two towns, either by fea or land, of fixpence on every chal- 
‘ der of coals.’ 

Here we may obferve, ifl, what a poor armament this was for the 
king to appoint a fpecial commifCon of lords and gentlemen to get it 
ready ; adly, there is no other place therein named but Newcafile and 
Sunderland for the coal-trade ; 3dly, that this new town of Sunderland 
was by this time grownup to be fomewhat, although in Camden’s Bri- 
tannia, written but twenty years before, it was not deemed worthy of a 
bare mention ; 4thly, that by this time the coal-trade from thofe parts 
to London and other fouthern parts was become very confiderable ; 
laftly , that though the king had many good fhips of his own (for thofe 
times) yet they were all laid up at Chatham and Portfmouth ; he having 
no funds for employing them againfi his foreign enemies, who were 
probably privateers from the Spanifh Netherlands. 

Notwitbftanding the patent of the preceding year for the new way of 
making faltpetre from urine, for which an office had been ereded in 
Southw'ark; and not withftandmg King Charles’s declaration that the 
former way of keeping floors digged up, &c. was fo troublefome to his 
fubjeds, yet fo unfiabie was he, that we find him now renevring his for- 
mer orders and diredions of the year 1625 for keeping the floors of 
do ve-houfes, ftables, See. free from {and, gravel, &c. for tire growth of 
the mine or material of faltpetre, as before. And he gives a commif- 
fion to the duke of Buckingham, &c. that, by realbn of the extraordi- 
nary need there then was of faltpetre for gunpowder, they caufe enter, 
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break open, and work for faltpetre, as well within houfes, lands, 8ce. of 
us, as of Gur fubjeds ; and to- ufe all fucb ground, earth, walls, and wa- 
ter, as ihall be requifite for that purpofe. And alfo to take carriages 
and carts for the fame, at the price of fourpence per mile per cart ; the 
empty veflel to be recarried gratis, as formerly. Alfo to take fea-coai 
and wood-afhes, at reafonable prices 5 as alfo work-houfes, barns, yards, 
&c. for working the mine of faltpetre at reafonable rates,, &c. [Fiedera,., 
K xviii,/p. 915, 91.8.} 

The king i^ed a new proclamation concerning tobacco, much in 
the ftile of his own and his father’s former ones, and for the foie mono- 
poly thereof. 

I) He enjoins the plucking up of all tobacco growing in England and 
Ireland, and ftridlly forbids the planting any more. 

II) None fhall hereafter import any Spanifh or other foreign tobacco 
without the king’s fpecial cominiflion. 

III) Andbecaufe fuch foreign tobacco fhould not be uttered under pre- 
tence of being the tobacco of Virginia and the Somer ifles, and other 
Englifh colonies ; and that the planters in his faid colonies may not give' 
themfelves over to the planting of tobacco only, and negleft to apply 
themfelves to folid commodities fit for the eftablilhing of colonies (which 
will utterly deftroy rhefe and all other plantations) ; from henceforth 
no tobacco, even of our own colonies, fhall be imported, without our 
own fpecial licence : and what ffiall' be fo imported fhall be delivered to 
our ufe, upon fuch reafonable price as fhall be agreed on, 

IV) No perfon fhall henceforth buy any tobacco here, but from our. 
commiffioners : which tobacco fhall be fealed or ftamped; and when* 
fold again, a note fhall be made, exprefiing the time when bought, and 
the quantity and quality thereof. [F^edera, V. xviii, p. 920,}; 

King Charles iflued the following declaration, viz. 

‘ Whereas the kingdom of Ireland, by reafon of the peace and plenty 
‘ it hath of late enjoyed, is fo flored with profitable commodities and- 
' merchandizes, that they bav^ not only enough for their own ufe, but 
‘ alfo for exportation : 

‘ And whereas the faid Irifh exported commodities are fuch as are 
‘ ufually or moflly carried to countries not in league or friendfhip 
‘ with us, (meaning Spain and Portugal) for the ineceafe therefor of 
‘ our revenue we have thought fit to raife a higher and greater im- 
‘ pofition or increafe of fubfidy on the goods therein fpecified whereby 
‘ our faid enemies, or thofe not in league with us, who fland in need of 
‘ thofe commodities, muft pay higher rates for the fame than hereto- 
‘ fore. 

‘ The commodities herein fpecified- were pilchards, herrings, falmon, 

‘ butter, faked flefh of all kinds, fheep and calves fkins, ox hides, tallow 
‘ candles, iron,, wool,, yarn, ruggs, bkinkets, wax, goat and deer fkins, 


A. D. 1627. 349 

* live bulls, oxen, cows, tiorfes, pipe- ftaves, corn and pulfe of all kinds ; 

^ but the additional duties thereon fliall not take place for any import- 
‘ ations into England. No pipe-ftaves, or wool, or flieep-fkins with the 
‘ wool, lhall be exported from* Ireland without a fpecial licence ; and 

* merchants-ftrangers fhall pay one fourth part more than natives at 

‘ f Itch exportations.’ [Fodder a, xvin, p. g ^2 . 2 

- The king again iffued the ufual proclamations enjoining the nobility 
and gentry to withdraw to their country feats for the keeping of hofpi- 
tality, and againft eating fiefh in lent and on other fifh days ; for the 
feemingly idle reafons already fo often affigned. [^Fa^dera, F. xviii, pp. 
950, 961.] 

The king renewed his commiffion for the better execution of his for- 
mer proclamation touching the office of his changer and re-changer of 
gold and filver, and for reflraining goldfmiths from culling and melting 
down of the coin. {Fa^dera, V. xviii, p. 970.], 

In a long lift of dignities and offices created in this year, there is one 
‘ for the foie making and regiftering of all manner of aflurances, inti- 
mations, and renunciations, made upon any fhip or fhips, goods, or » 
' merchandize, in the royal exchange, or other places within the city of 
‘ London, for thirty-one years.’ ’[Fasdera, F. xviii, />. 987.] 

Other projeded monopolies of this year for the term of fourteen years, 
were, 

1 ) ‘ A charter to three perfons for the foie pradice of their mew in- 
‘ vention for melting iron ore, and making the fame intonaft works and 
‘ bars, with fea-coal and pit-coal only. 

‘ II) ‘ A device for plowing of land without either horfes or oxen. 

‘ III) ‘ For the foie ufe of a new-invented engine to make all kinds 
‘ of mills to grind and perform, their wonted labour without the help 
‘ either of horfes, wind, or water, under the yearly rent of Lroa to the 
‘exchequer.’ 

In the fame year King Charles is faid to ha\m made a grant to James 
Hay earl of Carlifte of the fine ifland of Barbados, and alfo of all the 
other Englifti Caribbee iflands. Yet the earl of Clarendon, in one of his 
trads, teftifies that James Ley, earl of Marlborough and lord treafurer, 
had a prior grant thereof in this fame year, and that he afi:erwards in 
1629, (as fhall be ihewn from the Foedera) confented to have thofe 
iflands grantefir-to the earl of Carlifle, upon payment of L300 per annum : 
although the planters themfelves then infifted on the king’s taking them 
tinder his own infmediate protedion, and on the revocation of the char- 
ter to Lord Carlifle ; and with good reafon, as they alone;^had been at 
the expenfe of planting the fame. Sir William Courten, whodirfi; planted 
Barbados in the reign of King James I, is faid by his fon to have been 
three years in quiet pofleffion of it,, and to have expended L30,ooo in 
forts, buildings, and plantations there. How he came now to lofe it. 



or whether he fold it in parcels to the planters, or if his right was dif- 
piitablei, does not clearly appear. In a printed account of his great 
lofles fuftained in his trade to the Eaft-Tndies, his fon politively affirms 
that his father firft difcovered, planted, and fortified, the ifland of Bar- 
bados, and afterward had a grant of it from King Charles I, in the third 
year of his reign, by a patent; and- that the earl of Carlifle, in virtue 
of his grant the following year, intruded, and took forcible polTeffion 
thereof; for whichdnjury Sir William’s reprefentatives never had any 
compenfation. Tbefe Weft-Iiidia iflands, before they fell into the 
planting of fugar canes, were in thofe early times thought of very 
little worth, otherwife the grant above-named would not have been fo 
readily made. The planters, however, went on in improving them 
during all the civil war and the ufurpation ; but at the reftoration of 
King Charles II it was .determined by the king and council that out of 
the revenue of Barbados, then greatly improved, the L300 per annum 
fhould be allowed to the earl of Marlborough for his life ; and that, once 
for all, Liooo ihould be paid to the earl of Kinnoul, who claimed under 
the earl of Carlifle’s grant, fo as he furrendered Lord Carliile’s charter : 
and thus Barbados and all the other Caribbee ifles (Barbuda excepted *) 
thenceforward came under the immediate government of the crown, as 
they have ever fince remained. 

This year a folemn agreement was executed between the Englifli and 
French planters for dividing the ifland of St. Chriflcphers between 
them, and proper boundaries were fixed, which (lays our French author) 
•remain to this day (viz. anno 1658): but there was a fpecial provifo 
that filhing, hunting, the fait ponds, the moft pretious kind of wood for 
dyers and joiners work, .and the havens and mines, Ihould all be com- 
mon to both nations : they alfo made a mutual covenant for their de- 
fence againft the common enemy (meaning Spain.) The fame author 
adds, that a company in London fupplied the Englifli there with every 
thing very well ; and that the Englifli, being better acquainted with 
the fea and with colonizing, improved their moiety of the ifland much 
better and quicker than the French did theirs : fo that the Englifli were 
enabled in the following year, 1628, to go over to the ifle of Nevis, and 
to plant thereon ; it being but about half a league diftant. 

The two nations lived well enough together till the revolution in 
England in 1689, when the French, by furprife, and before war was 
declared in Europe, fell upon the Engiifh, at the inftigation of the Irifh 
papifts fettled with them, and maftered them, obliging them to retire to 
Nevis. And the year following the Englifli, headed by Colonel Cod- 
drington, ferved the French in the fame manner ; yet they were reflor- 
ed by the peace of Ryfwick. On the breaking out of the war in 170,2, 

^ .See below m the year 1 6^8. 
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Colonel Coddrington again dlfpoflefTed the French ; and by the peace 
of Utrecht we have it entire. It is a noble and fruitful ifle, making 
10,000 hogflieads of fugar yearly, and has plenty of other excellent pro- 
dudions, as cotton, ginger, &c. and is well watered. 

The illand of Dominica, lying between Martinico and Guadaloape, 
has been claimed both by England and France; and for that reafon has 
never yet been planted by either nation ; and has ftill many Garib na- 
tives on it, who were much increafed by the Caribs retiring to it, who 
had been driven out of the other neighbouring iflands by the Europeans. 
This ifland is ftill included in the commiffion of the governor of Bar- 
bados, though the French would not permit our fettling it. The Ca- 
rib natives were faid to favour the French more than the Englifh, and 
to fell their poultry, hogs, See. to thofe of Martinico ;■ yet we, as well as 
other European nations, did fometimes wood and water on it, although 
it has neither ports’ nor good bays' for fhelter. 

Defeada is partly planted by the French ; though the time when is 
not well known : and it is generally faid to bg of very fmali imporr- 
ance. 

1 62 8 . —At this time the Hollanders did infinite damage to the Spa- 
niards in the Weft^Indies, by taking their plate fleet, and plundering 
the coafts of the ifland of Cuba. It would be almoft endlefs to enume- 
rate the damages they at different times did to Spain, till the year 1648, 
when the peace of Munfter put a perid to all their differences. 

We may in a great meafure underhand the true ftate of the Englilh 
Eaft-India company’s affairs at this time from their petition and remon- 
ftrance to the houfe of commons, printed in the year 1628 ; being in 
fubftance, that the company having exifted twenty-eight years, by char- 
ters from Queen Elizabeth, King James, and King Charles, they traded 
with great fuccefs to India, until fundry ill accidents from ftorms and 
enemies, but more efpecially from profefled friends and allies, (meaning 
the Dutch company) have infinitely damaged it. Which misfortunes', 
together with our annual exportation of foreign coin to India, having 
begot fuch caufelefs complaints as thereby have much difeouraged the 
adventurers from any longer trading under the general cenfure of all 
ranks in the nation. They therefor humbly pray that honourable houfe 
to take the under-mentioned articles or queries into their confidera- 
tiori: and if upon their examination the faid trade fhall be found to be 
unprofitable to the kingdom, that it may be fiipprefled ; but if other- 
wife, they pray that it rhay be fupported and countenanced by Tome 
public declaration, for the fatisfadion of all his majefty’s fubjeds, and 
the better encouragement of the prefent adventurers. 

Article I) The company’s trade much increafeth the ftrength of Eng*- 
iandwith mariners, warlike {hipping, ammunition, and ail ufeful ar- 
tificers relating thereto ;- as alfo the general traffic of England; not only 
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by its own trade to India, but by its large magazine of many rich In- 
dian wares to be exported to foreign countries, as Turkey, Italy, the 

laft country, &c Here they expatiate on their former benefits to the 

public, when fome few years before they employed 15,00,0 tons of {hip- 
ping all at one time, either going to, coming from, or trading in, India, 
•from port to port.; and that at prefent they employ 1 0,000 tons and 2500 
mariners ; that lail year they imported pepper to the value of L2o8,ooo 
fterling, whereof the value of Li 80,000 was re-exported to foreign parts 
in a few weeks, and .much the dike of indigo, calicoes, and divers other 
rich wares; by which re-exportations they .employ 2000 more tons of 
{hipping and 500 mariners : that at leafl: loco perfons are fupported 
by the building and repair of their {hips, the making their artillery, 
naval {lores, provifions, &c. befide the tonnage employed by the com- 
pany to fetch timber and pipe-flaves out of Ireland*, and hemp out of 
Eaftland ; and for importing wines, elephants teeth, wrought filks, co- 
ral, quickfilver, &c. to furnilh out thofe voyages : that the great ma- 
gazines of naval {lores and ammunition, which the company has always 
ready, are often helpful to others, as being no where elfe to be had for 
money at home ; and they at this time make 30 barrels of gunpowder 
weekly, at their own powder-mills, of the faltpetre they import from 
India. 

II) It increafes the general wealth of the nation ; it faves much money 
yearly to our nation in the expenfe of Indian wares, by fupplying them 
fo much cheaper than they could have' them from other European na- 
tions; it increafes very confiderably the king’s cuftoms ; improves the 
price of land, and of wool, tin, lead, iron, Btc. : wherefor, though in the 
company’s late unfortunate years they have themfelves been lofers, yet 
the crown and nation have all the while been gainers by this trade. 
That the vent of our cloth, lead, tin, &c. in India continually increafes. 
That it is by reafon of 'the company’s having for three years pall been 
expelled the fpice iflands by the Dutch that thofe fpices are twice .as 
dear as when the company imported them from India. That the raif- 
ing the price of lands being of the greateil confequence to gentlemen, 
this can only be done by our exporting more in value of our own na- 
tive co?timodities than we import to thofe of other nations, the balance 
whereof will come to us in treafure ; and an increafe of .treafure will 
ever enhance the price of lands. And that the treafure fo received by 
the balance of our foreign commerce is the only money which can re- 
main permanently with us., and by which we are enxiched. , That this 
increafe of money will alfo naturally increafe the price of wool, tin, 
lead, &c. ydiich alfo will contribute to increafe the price of lands, as 
.does alfo the increafe of the merchants riches gotten by traffic. That it 

*.Jrelaad,.then capable of fupjlying fliip timber, is'now quite deftitute of it. 
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well merits confideration that there are three different fpecies of profit 
in foreign eommerce: ifl, the merchant may be a lofer when the na- 
tion may be a gainer by this traffic ; for inftance, the company fhal! 
fend out goods or money to the value of Li 00,000 and bring home 
L300 ,ooo value in return ; yet though this return trebles the public 
feock, the company may neverthelefs be iofers, if the goods in return be 
fo bulky as to occafion fo much freight of fhipping, infuranee, cuftoms, 
and other charges, as amount to L200.000, which added to the princi- 
pal of Li 00,000 will make the company lofers, although the nation may 
be gainers by the additional L20o,ooo ; 2dly, the mei-chant may be a 
gainer by a lofing trade to the nation, if our imports exceed our exports 
in the general balance ; and laftly, the king may be a gainer in his 
cufloms, when both the merchant and the nation may be lofers by fome 
trades. 

III) The next two articles, viz. the company being a means to weaken 
the king of Spain and his fubjeds, and to exhauft tbei-r treafure ; and their 
coanterpoifing the fwelling greatnefs of the Dutch, and keeping them 
from being abfolute lords of the feas , if they could drive us out of this rich 
traffic, as they have long endeavoured to do, both by policy and force, 
were confiderations fuitable to that age alone, and therefor not now to 
be regarded. ‘ 

IV) To the common objection that the Eaft-India trade exhaufts our 
treafure (which objedbion was made fo early in Spain as the reign of the 
emperor Charles V) the company replies that this trade is fo far from 
doing it, that, with refpedf to their carrying it on, it is the beft means 
to increafe the treafure of this kingdom’: for they receive a greater 
balance in cafh by the vaft quantity of Eaft- India merchandize re-ex- 
ported to other countries than the fums fent out to India.; befide em- 
ploying much fhipping and many failors therein, &c.: all which the 
company fubmitted to that honourable houfe. But the fudden diflblu- 
tion of the parliament prevented their taking this reraonftrance into 
their confideration ; and the company continued to carry on their trade 
to India, though with various fuccefs. 

This piece being one of the moffc authentic and judicious vindica- 
tions of our Eaft-india trade, we have made the larger extradl from it, 
as it may hereafter fave the trouble of exhibiting the fame fort of an- 
fwers to future objedHons concerning it. It was fo well efteemed as to 
be afterward reprinted in the year 1641 : yet we muft here in point of 
juftice remark, that in that whole piece there is not the leaft mention of 
the company’s being a monopoly, although that was then one of the 
objedlions againfl it. The company’s filence on that ten da' point 'was 
•probably the effedf of their great prudence, as not being able in that cri- 
tical time to fatisfy the houfe of commons concerning what they were 
then loudly complaining of in. general, both within and without do^rs. 
VoL. II. Yy -r 
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Notwitbftanding the foraer difappointraents in the planting in, ar 
trading to, Guiana, it was now again attempted by a company ; and a 
patent was granted to Captain North, &c. who had been v/ith Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh in the laft unfortunate adventure thither. They even went 
fo far as to make a fettlement on the river of Amazons, and began to 
ered buildings, fortifications, &c. But this came afterwards to nothing, 
though not immediately: for in Sir William Monfon’s Naval trads, 
publifhed in the year 1635, he reports ‘ that there was then adually an 
‘ Enghih colony in Guiana, which yielded the beft tobacco ; and that 
‘ the natives^were the moft tradable of any of our fettlements.’ How 
this came to be dropped, we apprehend, does nowhere appear ; unlefs 
poffibly this author meant the colony of Surinam, which was firfi; fet- 
tled by England fomewhat near this time. 

King Charles iffued a proclamation againfl: carrying provifions or am- 
munition to France, Louis XIII having, in the preceding year, publifli- 
ed two feveral edids, ‘ full of acrimony,’ againft fupplying England 
with the fame. F- xix, 1 .] 

King Charles having in the preceding year mifcarried in his expedi- 
tion againfi; the ille of Rhee, fent out this year a fleet under the earl of 
Lindfay for the relief of Rochelle (then clofely befieged by Louis XIII, 
Cardinal Richlieu being at that fiege in perfon). Our king this year 
concluded a treaty with the Rochellers, wherein he promifed. never to 
abandon them, nor to make peace with their king without compre- 
hending them therein*. \_General colkSiion of treaties, V. ii, />. 259, ed. 
1732.] Yet that fleet was obliged to return home without being able 
to effed it. King Charles in the fame year fent out another fleet for its 
relief under the earl of Danby, which aifo returned unfuccefsful, the 
boom placed before the entrance into its harbour being too ftrong to be 
forced. Whereupon the poor Rochellers were forced to furrender to 
the French king, to the unfpeakable lofs of the French proteftant churcli, 
as well as of England, which, by fupporting Rochelle and. other French 
protellants in general, might not only have been much better able to 
bridle the growing power of the French monarchy, but likewife to keep 
the balance of trade with that kingdom much more in our favour : for 
after the furrender of Rochelle and deniolilhing the fortificatiqjis, firfl; 

^ King Charles’s firft letter to the mayor, fhe- ‘ been much troubled to hear that my fleet was ' 
riffs, peers, and burgeffes of Rochelle, was of the , ^ upon the point of returning home without obey-* 
1.9th of May, 1,^28. ^ Gentlemen, be not difcou* ‘ ing nxy orders in fupplying you with provifions : 

‘ raged though my fleet be returned hold out to coil; what k will, I ha^ commanded them to re- 
the lail:, for I am refolved my whole fleet flialL « ttirn to your road, and not to come away till you 
perilh rather than you. be not relieved. For this < are fuppiied. AiTure yourfelves that I'fhall ne- 
effeft I have oaiered it to return back to your ‘ v.cr abandon you; and that I fhali employ the 

* coafts,^ and am fending feveral fhips to reinforce * whole power of my kingdom for. your deliver- 
it : With the help of God the fnccefs fhall be ^ ance, until God aflifl me to obtain for yott an 

• happy for you.’ His fecond letter to them was ‘‘ alTured peace*— Your, good friend 

the 2.7th of May, O. S* ‘ G.entlemeri^ I hai^e , ’ < Charles Rex.’ 
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of Montauban, and afterwards of Nifmes and Montpeb'er, tbe protefta'-.ts 
were never able to make head againft the catholics. Puffendorf relates 
that fome have thought thofe civil wars had, firft and laft, devoured 
above 1 ,000,000 of people, deftroyed 9 cities. 400 villages, 20,000 
churches, and 2000 monafteriesj and that 100,000 houfes were either 
burnt or demolilhed thereby. 

In this year the Dutch Wefl-India company are faid to have divided 
fifty per cent to their proprietors, chiefly by means of the capture of 
the Spanifh plate fleet, as already mentioned, valued by fome at twelve 
millions of guilders. They alfo got much treafure by driving a Spanifh 
fquadron of fhips on fhore on the coafl of Peru, and plundering them. 
By fuch prodigious lofles on the fide of Spain it was as impoflible for 
that monarchy not to decline very much as for the Dutch republic not 
to increafe greatly in wealth and power. 

King Charles again appointed com-miflioners to treat with the piratical 
ports of Barbary for the redemption of Englifh captives there, and for 
eflablifliing peace and commerce with them; for which end he fent 
them 6 iron cannon and 700 cannon bullets as a prefent. 

So great was the power and wealth of the city of Dantzick at this 
time, being now in her meridian glory, that the great king Guflavus 
Adolphus of Sweden being now at war with Poland, and fending a fqua- 
dron of eight fhips of war to block up the port of that city, the Dant- 
zickers fent out ten fhips of war againft the Swedifh fleet, which they 
vanquifhed ; having killed the Swedifh adimral, taken the admiral fhip, 
and obliged the reft to fly. This is by Puffendorf ’s own confeflion in 
his Hiftory of Sweden. lEngli/h iranjlation, 'p. ^o 6 .J 

Sir David Kirk and his affociates, during a war between England and 
France, now poflefled themfelves of Canada (which then confifted only 
of the country on the north fide of the great river St. Laurence) toge- 
ther with the caftle of Quebec; of which Sir David’s Ion was appointed 
.governor : and in the fame year they conquered Nova-Scotia, which Sir 
William Alexander again poflefTed ; when the French agreed to recog- 
nize our king’s property of all Nova-Scotia : and it is faid they agreed 
to pay Sir David Kirk L50,ooo for quitting the forts which he had pof- 
fefled himfelf of in Canada ; which fum however was never paid. 

This year the Englifh, under Sir Thomas Warner, from St. Chiflo- 
phers, again planted the neighbouring fraall ifland of Nevis’ (formerly 
called Mevis) being about eighteen miles in circuit. It has plenty of 
f'efii water fpringsj and has how fcarcely any other ftaple produce but 
fugar and melafies, though it forraerly yielded tobacco, ginger, and cot- 
ton. It is laid they have at this time about 3000 whites andXSooo ne- 
gro flaves. From this ifland St. Chriftophers, Euftatia, Saba, Antigua, 
Montferrat, St. Bartholemew, and Guadaioupe, may be plainly feen in 
a clear day. ' 

V fv:" - Yyg - : 
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Tbeifleof Barbuda was alfo fettled on by the Englifh, eoiufeS- 
ed from St. Chriftophers by Sir Thomas Warner, &e. At firft they 
were fb haraied by the the Caribs from Dominica as to be obliged to 
defert it : yet the Carib natives being afterward greatly diminifhed, the 
Englifh again planted on k. It is about fifteen miles in length, and is- 
the only proprietary government of all the Englifli Caribbee ifles, its go- 
vernor being in the nomination of the heirs of Chriflopher Coddring- 
ton, Efq. who was governor of Barbados in the reign of Queen Anne, 
and who fettled this ifle and a good eftate in Barbados for the fupport of 
his college in the lafV named ifle, for the inftrudtion of negro children,. 
The breeding of cattle for the other Englifli ifles is ' the principal em; 
ployment of the inhabitants j and they alfo raife plenty of corn and 
other provifions for the ufe of thofe iflands, but no fugar. 

It was about this time that the Dutch Eaft-India condpany’s fhips dif- 
covered the fouthern continent, firfl named Garpentaria, from its dif- 
coverer, and afterwards New Holland, lying to the fouth of the ifland 
of Java j other parts of this country had the names of their difeoverers 
given them, viz. De Witt’s land and Nuyt’s land: Neverthelefs, after fo 
many years difcovery, neither the Dutch nor any other nation have as 
yet made any kind of advantage or improvement from it; nor has any 
fettlement been hitherto made on that country in all this time. An- 
other generation may poflibly difcover whether it be only a huge ifland, 
feparated ftom the continent next the fouth pole,, and may poflibly 
make fettlements thereon. Some pretend that there is fome myftery in 
the Dutch company’s not making a fettlement on terra aujiralis or 
' fouth pole lands ; the moft probable account of this matter feeras to be 
no more than that the Dutch Company have already as much territory 
us they can well manage and that thofe new lands are thought fo very 
barren that it is not likely they would anfwer the charge and trouble 
of forming colonies thereon *. - 

We have feen that King Charles revived the office of the king’s ex- 
changer of gold and fllver, which had been long in difufe ; and, a pamph- 
let was this year publifhed by his authority, intitled, ‘ Cambium regis^ 
‘ or the office of his majefty’s exchange royal ; declaring and juftifying 
‘ his majefty’s righti thereto, and the con veniency thereof;’ wherein it 
was fliown, that the prerogative of exchange of bullion for coin has 
always been a flower of the crown, of which inftances are quoted from 
the time of King Henry I downward t that King John farmed out that 
office for no fmaller a fum than 5000 marks : that the place or office 
where the exchange was made in his reigns was near St. Paul’s cathedral 
in London, f and gave name to the'ftreet Hill called the Old change: that, 

* It IS fcarcely ncceffary to inform the reader that the country here mentioned Is that on which the 
Brltifh government has fettled a colony of convife*. .M. 


in !^cee< 5 mg reigriSj there vpere feveral other places for thefe exchange 
beiGdes London : that this method continued till the time of King Henry 
VIII, who fuffered his co'in to be fo far debafed that no regular ex- 
changes' could be made : that that confuiion made way for the London 
goldfmiths to leave off their proper trade of goldfmithrie, and to turn 
exchangers of plate and foreign coins for Englilh coins; though they 
had no right to buy any gold or filver for any other purpofe than for 
their manufadure ; neither had any other perfon, but thofe fubditiifed 
by the crown, a right to buy the feme. The king, therefor, has nov/ 
refumed this office, not merely to keep up his right fo to do, but like- 
wife to prevent thofe trafficking goldfmiths from culling and forting all 
the heavy coin, and felling the fame to the mint of Holland, which 
gained greatly thereby, or melting thofe heavy coins down for making 
of plate; witnefs the pieces of 13^^, old fhUlings of Queen Elizabeth, 
gd, and pieces ; which, being wieghty monies, none of them are 
now to be met with ; whereby they have raifed the priee of iilver to 
2 d per ounce above the value of the mint ; which thereby has flood Itill 
ever fence the i i.th of King James. That for above thirty years paft it 
has been the ufual pradice cn thofe exchanging goldfmiths to make their 
fervants run every morning from fhop to fhop, to buy up all weighty 
coins for the mints of Ho.Uand and the eafe countries,, whereby the king^s 
mint has feood ftill. The former allowances in the o\^ cambium regis 
were li, and fometimes exchange upon the value of every noble, 
(i. e. 6 / 18 .) Thofe offices were ufualiy fold by the crown for a good 
fum of money, and the king’s exchanger had a Ifo the foie right of ex- 
changing plate and any other manufadure of gold and filver at home 
for the king’s coin, taking the like aliowance, and alio the coinage 
duty. 

Againfl the revival of this royal exchange, the goldfmiths company of 
London earneflly petitioned' the king and council, as did afterwards the 
lord mayor, court of aldermen, and common council, in behalf of the 
goldfmiths company, who called themfelves no fewer than 900 families, 
whereas the royal pamphlet affirts that not above ten goldfmiths were 
concerned in this exchanging trade. In brief, upon a fecond petition 
of the goldfmiths, the king told them to trouble him. no farther, fence 
his right to the office was undoubtedly clear. 

1629. — On the 2d of March 1628-9 King Charles- diflolved his par- 
liament, with many Iharp expreflions of refentment againft thofe mem- 
bers of the houf« of commons who oppofed his meafures ; \Fcedera, V. 
xix, p. 29] by which the differences between him and his people grew 
dayly wider. Yet, rather than have any more .parliaments, he went 
deeper into arbitrary and illegal methods for raifing money by his foie 
prerogative. So from- this time till the, year 1640 there was no par- 
liament fummoned. 
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Ati attempt feeirns to have been now made to- produce filk in Eng- 
land; as may be inferred from a grant to Walter lord Afl:on, &c. 
of the Guftody of the garden, mulberry-trees, and filk-worms near St. 
James’s, in the county of Middlefex. Or, poifibly, this was only the 
contmuation of King James’s projedi in 1608. There is a place a little 
way without the fouth-well gate of St. James’s park, towards Chelfeaf 
whch ftill bears the name of the Mulberry garden, and nnfwers to the 
defcription of the above. ’ 

This year the king gave exelufive grants of fourteen y ears for the fol- 
lowing inventions, viz. ' ^ ’ 

‘ i) For an engine for the more eafy cutting of timber, under the 
‘ yearly rent of 40/* to be paid into the exchequer. 

‘ 2) For engines for draining marfh lands. 

‘ 3) For a medicine for preferving ilieep from the rot. 

‘ 4) An engine for the fafe tranfportation of horfes and other cattle 
‘ from Ireland into England, and from England into Ireland.’ [Fee- 
dera. /^xix,^.40.J 

By an ad of parliament [3 I, c. 4] corn was permitted to be ex- 
ported to the king’s allies, when at the following (which muft therefor 
have been then elleemed moderate) prices, viz. wheat per quarter 3^, 
rye 20/', beans i 6 f, and barley or malt at i^, per quarter. 

King Charles, in the fourth year of his reign, incorporated the popu- 
lous province of New-England, called MalTachuilet’s-bay, of which Bof- 
ton is the capital. King Charles II, in the year 1684, having, for his 
arbitrary ends, compelled the city of London, by ^ quo warranto, to fur- 
render their charters, this province likewife was obliged to fubmit to it, 
as was alfo the colony of New-Piymouth and the province of Main ; but 
that province was, in the year 1691, again incorporated by King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, by, its old name ; but the crowm thereby relerv- 
ed the appointing of its governor, deputy-governor, fecretary, and judge- 
admiral : the other officers, civil and military, are in the nomination of 
their houfe of reprefentatives, who alfo eled the council. This pi’o- 
vince, together with Connedicut, Rhode-Ifland, and Providence plant- 
ation, conftitute what is commonly called New-England. New-Hamp- 
fhire, alfo generally elleemed a part of New-England, was made a fe- 
parate province, immediately depending on the crown, as is now alfo 
Georgia and Nova-Scotia ; all whofe governors, councils, and reagiflrates, 
.are in the king’s appointment. Thus Maryland and Penfylvania are a 
kind of monarchical tributary governments ; Connedicut and Rhode- 
ifland may be called tributary popular governments ; and Maflachufet’s- 
bay is a raixi^re of regal and popular conftitutions. In our days the two 
Carolinas and New-Jerfey are become regal , governments, as Virginia 
,and New-York were long before ; as ^re. al|q aU, our illands in the Ame- 
rican leas, but Barbuda. Hitherto thefe iliMerent forms of government 



have not very materially or generally afFeded the commerce of the Bri- 
tifh empire, though mofl men are under apprehenfions that fooner or 
later they may. 

The filk manufaclui'e at London had now become fo confiderable, 
that the filk-throwers of that city and within four miles of it were in- 
corporated under the name of the mailer, wardens, affiilants, and com- 
monalty of iilk-throwers. 

Peace was proclaimed with France, and the intercourfe of commerce 
between the two nations, on the- footing of antient treaties, was renew- 
ed. \Fa;dera, V. xix, 66.] 

Upon this peace Cardinal Richlicu, who was fuperintendant-general 
of the commerce and navigation of France, refolved to maintain three 
fquadrons of fhips conftantly in pay ; two for the guard of the French 
coails on the Ocean and on the Mediterranean, and the third to remain 
ready in the ports of Gafcoigne, for convoying the French merchant 
fliips trading to Canada. This was doubtlefs a very wife refolution in 
that able miniiler, France being till now utterly deflitute of maritime 
ilrength. , ■ 

We find that, upon King Charles’s difbanding his army, which had 
been employed beyond fea, fwarms of Irifh beggars were every where 
feen, to. the great annoyance of the country. The king thereupon if- 
fued his proclamation, commanding them forthwith to return to Ireland, 
to be conveyed from conftableto confiable to the ports of Briftol, Mine- 
head, Barnfiable, Chefler, Liverpool,, Milford, or Workington; diredU 
ing them to be punifhed as rogues or vagabonds, wherever found beg- 
ging afterwards. They were to be {hipped at the charge of the refpeft- 
ive counties. And it was thereby farther directed, that no fliip fhould 
bring over any beggars from Ireland and that Engliihmen begging 
as difbanded fbldiers or mariners flrould be puniflied as vagabonds. \_Foe~ 
dera, V. xix, p, '] 2 .'] ^ : 

Many were the ihifts and devices which King Charles was put upon,, 
in the long interval of parliament, for procuring money. We find him 
comm.ilIioni|^ Sir Sackville Crow to get 6 i o pieces of iron cannon call 
‘ in our forge, within our foreil of Dean, in Glocefterfhire, or elfe- 
^ where-, as to you it fliall feem fit.’- And he employed Philip Burla- 
mach, an eminent merchant, to fell thofe cannon (viz. 4000 ton weight 
thereof) to the ftates general of the United Netherlands, for redeeming 
from them his crown jewels,, pawned in the year 1625, for L30o,ooo. 
Thus England was*fl:iil eminent for its manufacture of iron artillery be- 
yond any other country in Europe. [Foedera, V. xvs.,,pp. 8p, 99.] 

- . . , , . ; ■ ■ ■ ■ , ■' h. ' , ■ , ■. ■ 
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It were to be wiflied that the fame regulation, were- no\y in force, imlcfs (which would be much'« 
better) means were found to fet all the Irifh poor to fome ufeful employment immediately upon thdr: 
arrival in Britain': for the flreets of London are fliamefully crowded with them.. 



He confirm€d tlte ftarcbmakcrs company’s monopoly, eflabliflied by 
'Ms father ; and he prohibited the importation of French wines for a 
limited time, on pretence of a complaint of the merchants and vintners, 
that the- quantity thereof remaining unfold was fo large that they could 
not carry on their bufinefs without fuch a temporary prohibition. [Fee- 
dera, F. xix, pp. 92, 94.] This too was probably a monopolizing job ! 

The king alfo prohibited the fale of any velfels, whether Englifli or 
foreign built, to foreigners. \F<xdera, V.uvs., p. 

The coafts of England and Ireland were now much infefled by pirates 
of various nations. ’King Charles therefor commiffioned his lord trea- 
forer Wefton and others, * to fend forthwith to fea fuch fliips as they 
fhould judge needful for fupprelling of thofe pirates-, who committed 
all manner of hoftilities and fpoils, to the utter overthrow of all mutual 
trade. between OUT own fubj€<^ and all other merchant-ftrangers, fub- 
je6;s of our friends and allies.’ [Foed^ra, V. xix, p. 102.'] 

The king’s neceffities obliged him to retrench the expenfe of his 
houfhold, by abolifoing the greateft part of the dayiy tables in lis 
•palace, being till then, it is faid, eighty in number, for the entertain- 
ment of his officers and fervants.; and allowing them, in lieu of thofe 
tables, a certain annual fum by the name of board-wages: whereby both 
the crown and the houfehold fervants are in the iffue considerable gainers. 
This was probably by Sir Robert Cotton’s advice, who, in a fpeech at 
the council-table, told the king that there was never a back-door of 
his palace into Weftrainfter but what coft him L2G00 yearly. 

This we conceive was the original of the board-wages, which, in all 
the lifts of the houfehold of our monarchs, we fee to be ever fince al- 
lowed to the king’s menial officers and fervants. Some farther reduc- 
tions of the fame fort have been fince made in the king’s houfehold ; in 
lieu of which an addition has been made to their falaries. 

This year the Spanifh admiral had orders, in his way to New Spain, 
■to drive the Englifk and French from the ifland of St. Chriftophers, 
where he feized on feme Englilh fhips ; and landing, drove the French 
from their forts, and obliged them to embark, as he alf^did as many 
of the Englifh as their own Mips could hold, But when the Spanifh 
■deet was gone, the Englifh left in that ifland fet affiduoufly to improv- 
ing it : the French alfo returned to their old plantations ; and both na- 
tions v/ere well fapplied and fupported from their mother countries. 
The Englifh planters becoming foon too numerous for their moiety of 
that ifland, emigrants from it fettled in Barbuda, Miontferrat, Antigua, 
and Barbados; as the French alfo did in -Guadaloupe, 8tc. in the fame 
neighboufliood. 

King Charles confirmed his grant to James Hay earl of Carlifle, and 
to his heirs for ever, of all the Caribbee iflands, fituated between the loth 
and 20th degrees of north latitude, and between the 315th and 327th 
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degrees of longitude, herein named by the king the province of Carlifle, 
and the Carlille iflands. And in December following, the earl appoint- 
ed Hugh Lamy, a French proteftant of Normandy, to receive, during 
life, all the rents and revenues of the iflands, upon his undertaking to 
carry colonies of his countrymen thither, and to fortify and improve 
the iflands, allowing him the twentieth part of the revenues. All which 
was confirmed by King Charles, in the Came manner as they had been 
granted two years before to the earl of Marlborough, as we have noted 
under the year 1627. IFcedera, V. xix, pp. 127, 1 2 . 3 .] 

King Charles confirmed the appointment made by Sir Robert Heath, 
his attorney-general, to the above mentioned Hugh Lamy, of the of- 
fice of receiver-general of the revenues of the province of Carolana, and 
the adjacent ifles of Bahama, lying between the 3 ill and 36th degrees 
of north latitude, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean. 
Carolana, with the Bahama ifles, had been granted, on the 3orh of Odlo- 
ber 1629, by King Charles to Sir Robert Heath, and to his heirs, and 
was the fame country (exclufive of the ifles) now' named North and 
South Carolina, and Georgia, together with the ufurped French colony 
behind them, called Miflifippi or Louifiana. Sir Robert afterwards con- 
veyed his province of Carolana to the earl of Arundel, who was at the 
expenfe of planting fundry parts of it: but the war which broke out in 
Scotland, (in which that lord was the king’s general) and the fubfequent 
civil war in England, prevented his farther progrefs therein. The five 
Indian nations of the Iroquois, who have been fo long the voluntary 
vafTals of the Englifh crown, and who had lately conquered all the lands 
from their own original country behind New-York as far as the Miflifippi 
and beyond it, made a furrender and fale of allthofe conquefls to the 
governor of New-Yofk, in King James IPs reign. \_Foedcra, V. xix, 
128. — .Cox's Defeription of Carolina pp. 109, 1 13, 116, ^c.] 

It is coramonly faid, that about this fame year the Englilh began to 
plant on the ifland of Providence, the chief of the the Bahama ifles, till 
then quite uninhabited. King Charles I, after the conclufion of peace 
with Spain, confirmed his grant of thofe ifles ; and England has con- 
tinued to keep up her right to them as the firft occupiers, although they 
have fcarcely planted in any of them, excepting thiS of Providence ; 
and even it is planted to very little purpofe, any farther than for a re- 
treat in cafe of ilor ms, and to prevent pirates and foreign nations from 
poflefling it. Tortuga alfo is juftly clajmed by Great Britain, becaufe 
of our having eaj;Iy reforted thither for fait, though not as yet properly 
planted by us. 

King Charles ifllted the following proclamation, in behalf of the Eaft- 
iand company, viz. 

‘ Whereas the Eaflland company have, by the fpace of fifty years at 
‘ lead, had a fettled and conftant pofleflion of trade in the laid Eaftland 
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‘ parts in the Baltic Teas ; and have had the foie carrying thither of onr 
" Englilh commodities, and alfo the foie bringing in of all the commo- 
‘ dities of thofe countries, namely, hemp-yarn, cable-yarn, flax, pot- 
‘ aflies, foap-afhes,, Polonia wool, cordage, Eaftland linen cloth, pitch, 

‘ tar, and wood ; whereby our kingdom hath been much enriched, our 
‘ fliips and mariners fet on work,, and the honour and fame of our na- 

* tion ipread and enlarged in thofe parts 

‘ And wh ereas, for their farther encouragement , the faid company have 
'* had and enjoyed, by letters-patents from Queen Elizabeth, the exclii- 
‘ flve privileges above named, with general prohibitions and reftraints 
'' of all others not licenced by the faid letters-patents : we minding the- 
‘ upholding of the faid trade, and not to fuffer the faid fociety to fuftain 
‘ any violation or diminution of their liberties and privileges, have 
‘ thought good to ratify the fame. 

‘ And we do hereby ftridly charge and command all our cuftomers, 

* comptrollers, &c. that they fuffer not any broad cloth, dozens, h.er- 

* feys, bays, fkins, or fuch like Englifh commodities, to be fhipped for 
‘ exportation to thofe parts, nor any hemp, &c. as before named, or 
‘ any other commodities whatfoever, of thofe foreign countries wherein 

* the faid company have ufed to trade, to be imported by any but fuch 
‘ as are free of that company. 

‘ Provided always, that the importation of corn and grain be left free 
‘ and without reftraint. We alfo flriiflly command, that the ftatutes 
‘ of the 5th of King Richard II, the 4th of King Henry VII, and the 
‘ 32d of King Henry VIII, made againfl: the flipping of merchandize 
‘ in ftrangers bottoms, either inward or outward, be duely put in ex- 
‘ ecution; and that neither the faid company, nor any other whatfo- 
‘ ever, be permitted to export or import any of the |bove named com- 
‘ modities in any but Englifh bottoms, under the penalties in the faid 
‘ ffatutes contained.’ {Feeder a, V, xix, p. 129.] 

The great increafe of the commerce of England having of late years 
very much increafed the inland carriage of goods, whereby the roads 
were more broken than heretofore, King Charles ifl'ued his procla- 
mation, confirming one of his father’s, in the 20th year of his reign, 
for the prefervation of the public roads of England, commanding 
that no common carrier, or other perfon whatfoever, fhall travel with 
any waine, cart, or carriage, with more than two wheels, nor with 
above the weight of twenty hundred ; nor fhall draw any waine, cart, or 
other carriage, with above five horfes at once. [Foedera, V. xix, p. 1 30.] 
How great is the alteration fince this time, that waggons, permitted to 
carry above thrice that weight, have come into fuch univerfal ufe. 


^ The company was cre6:ed in the year 1579-. 



In tlie catalogue of the grants of offices by King Charles during this 
year, we have one called, ‘ an office for the regifter of fates and pawns 
* made to retailing brokers.’ [Foedera, FI xix, p, 132.] A¥hiGh re- 
tailing brokers feem to have been much the fame we now call pawn- 
brokers. This was probably one of that king’s lucrative monopoly 
grants. , . 

London at this time abounded in wealth and grandeur, compared to 
its condition in former ages. The gay appearance of goldfmiths fhopS 
Alining with plate on the fouth fide of the ftreet called Cheapfide, thence 
named Goldfmiths-row, was then thought very grand, extending from 
Bucklerfhury to the Old change, (four (hops only excepted of other 
•trades) which fmali exception made the privy council think it worth 
while to dired the judges to confider what laws there might be in force 
to oblige the goldfmiths to plant themfelves in Cheapfide and Lombard 
ftreet , for the ufe of their trade. 

1630. — In the year 1630, Guftavus Adolphus king of Sweden, having 
entered into Germany with an army, occafioned much damage to the com- 
merce of the Hanfe towns, by the devaftations committed by his troops. 
In that king’s manifefto he acGufes the Imperialifts of forbidding his mer- 
chants ail freedom of commerce, feizing on their merchandize, and confif- 
cating their ftiips, under the pretence of eftablilhing a general commerce 
at Lubeck for the Hanfe towns ; which, in effeft, was driving the Swedes 
from the whole commerce of the Baltic, and erefting a naval force at 
the expenfe of his merchants, in order freely to ravage and pirate in 
that fea ; having newly cveaied an unheard of dignity of a general of 
the feas for that purpofe, and poflefied themfelves of the ports and for- 
tified places of Mecklenburg and Pomerania, fortifying the port of the 
free Hanfeatic city, of Straelfund, for a receptacle and retreat to their 
pirates. '{ColleEtion of treaties, V. ii, pp. 292, 504.] Had the houfe of Auf- 
tria fucceeded in their defign of rendering themfelves abfolute in the 
empire, there would foon have been an end of all freedom of commerce 
in the ports of Germany ; and this gave a fine handle to Guftavus to 
take the city of Straelfund under his protection, whereby the Swedes 
have ever fince held a port fo very commodious for introducing their 
armies into Germany ; though Staelfund is far from being bettered, 
fince from a free city it is become fubjedi to Sweden. For the aid of 
the king of Sweden, and the fupport of the liberty of commerce. King 
Charles, underhand, encouraged James marquis of Flamilton to fign a 
treaty this year with Guftavus, for raifing and conveying 6000 Scottifti 
troops to Germany ; though King Charles would not appear in it for 
fear of offending the emperor, who gave him hopes of reftoring .the 
palatinate to the king of Bohemia, his brother-in-law. 

King Charles confirmed his father’s proclamation againft the export- 
ation ‘of wool, woolfells, woollen-yam, Cornifti hair, fullers-earth, and 
wood-afties, and alfo hides, either raw or tanned, upon pain of confifcl- 
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tion, &c. for the encouragement of the Englifi woollen inanufadures ; 
and ordering that, for the better utterance of cloth within this king- 
dom, all black cloths and mourning duffs at funerals fhould be only of 
the wools of this kingdom. And the falfe dying of cloth and fluffs be- 
ing a great hinderance to their vent, none fhould therein ufe any log- 
wood or blockwood. [Fcedera, F: xix, /».- 155.] 

In another proclamation King Charles obferves, ‘ that iron-wire is a 
‘ manufadure long pradifed in the realm, whereby many thoufands 
‘ of our fubjeds have long been employed ; and that Englifh wire is 
‘ made, of the tougheft and beft Ofmond iron, a native commodity of 
‘ this kingdom, and is much better than what comes from foreign farts, 

‘ efpecially for making wool cards ; without which no good cloth can 
‘ be made. And whereas complaints have been made by the wire- 
' drawers of this kingdom, that, by reafbn of the great quantities of 
‘ foreign iron-wire lately imported, our faid fubjeds cannot be fet on 
‘ work, therefor we prohibit the importation of foreign iron-wire, and 
‘ wool-cards made thereof, as alfo hooks and eyes, and other manu- 
‘ fadures made of foreign wire. Neither flial -1 any tranflate and trim 

* up any old wool cards, nor fell the fame either at home or abroad.’ 
{Fcedera, F. xix, p. 16 

The king iffued another proclamation 'againft eroding houfes on new 
foundations in London, Weflminfler, or within three miles of any of 
the gates of London, or of the palace of Weflminfler. Alfo againft en- 
tertaining inmates in houfes there, ‘ which would multiply the inhabi- 
‘ tants to fuch an exceflive number that they could neither be goverii- 
‘ ed nor fed.’ He alfo enjoins the rebuilding of old houfes with brick 
or flone ; and forbids cellars for vidualling houfes, and iheds and other 
annoyances in the ftreets ; renewing alfo his former regulations for 
making bricks and tiles. And that all thefe regulations may be effed- 
ual, he appoints Sir James Campbell lord mayor of I.ondon, jointly 
with many lords and gentlemen therein named, or any four of them, 
to be his commiflioners for thefe ends. [Fcedera, V. xix, pp. 177, 181.J 

The following proclamation by King Charles, partly fhews the ftate 
of the filk manufadure of England, viz. ‘ that the trade of fllk within 
‘ this realm, by the importation thereof raw from foi'eign parts, and 
‘ throwing, dying, and working the fame into manufadures here at 
‘ home, is much increafed within a few years paft. Bur a fraud in the 
‘ dying thereof being lately difcovered, by adding to the weight of filk 
‘ in the dye beyond a juft proportion, 'by a falfe and ''deceitful mixture 
‘ in the ingredients ufed in dying, whereby alfo the filk is weakened 
‘ and corrupted, and the colour made worfe ; wherefor we flridly eora- 
‘ mand, that no filk-dyer do hereafter ufe any flip, alder-bark, filings- 

* of iron, or other deceitful matter, in dying filk either black or co~ 
‘"Joured. That no filk fhall be dyed of any other black but Spanifh- 

black, and not of the dye called .London black, or light weight. Nei- 

a. 
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* ther fliall they die any filk before the 'gum be fiir boiled off from the 
‘ filk, being raw.’— With many other regulations relating to filk-dyeing, 
and the proportional weight before and after dying, too tedious to be 
now particularized. {Foedera, F. xix,/>. 1 87.] 

King Charles gave an exclufive patent to four perfons for a pretended 
new invention for melting, forging, or filling iron, lead,, tin, and fait; 
and for burning bricks, tiles, lime, &c. with the fuel of peat or turf re- 
duced into a coal, without the ufe either of fea-coal, pit-coal, or wood. 
[Fcedera, V. 'sxs., p. 

One would naturally imagine that the condition of England, in re- 
fpect of flefti-meat and other provifions, mufl; in thofe times have been 
very different from what it is in our days, otherwife w’^e fhould not fure- 
ly have feen fo many laws and proclamations in this and the two pre- 
ceding reigns againft the ufe of flelh in lent, and other fifh-days ; but in 
this year there was a ftill more extraordinary proclamation on this fubjed:, 
wherein the king takes notice of the abufes committed by ingroffers, bad- 
gers, broggers, and buyers of corn, it being then a year of fcarcity. And 
the more to fave the provifions of the nation, he enjoins the general prac- 
tice of the antient laudable cuflom, that no fuppers were wont to be kept 
on Fridays, nor on the eves of feafts commanded to be faded, nor on 
Wednefdays and Saturdays in the ember weeks, and in lent y the fame 
courfe being ftill obferved in the king’s houfehold, and in the families 
of mod of the iiobility, and of many gentlemen, as alfo in the inns of 
court and chancery,, and the colleges of univerfities. He alfo ordains, 
that the feads at halls of the city companies be forborn, and that half 
the expenfe thereof be given to the neceditous poor. And whereas fo- 
reign diips frequently come empty into the ports of England, to vidual 
for long voyages, which, in a time of fcarcity, is by no means to be dif- 
fered ; fuch fliips, therefor, fliall hereafter only take in fuch a quantity 
of provifions as the magidrates of the refpe dive ports lhall judge conve- 
nient, being only for their necefifary fubfiftance till their return into 
their own country. [F(xdera,V. :sx&, 

There was this year a monopoly projed, for the pradice of a new in- 
vention for extrading gold and filver from copper, tin, and lead, granted 
.for fourteen years, on paying one third of the net profits thereof to the king. 

In the fame year King Charles mod faudably commiflioned a number 
of his great officers of date to inquire into the fifhery on the Britifh 
coafts, how the fame may be rendered more beneficial to the nation, 
by framing a general fifhery company, compofed of fome of each of 
his three kingdoms. For which end he promifed to iflue like commif- 
fions to Scotland and Ireland *. [Fie&ra, V. xix, p. 211.] 

King Charles iffued a commiffion, wherein he takes notice, that 
the merchant-adventurers company have frequently many confidcrable 

^ See moTe of thk under tlie year 






:fu.tns- of-mtiney' deluded from them, by perfons they deal with beyond' 
fea, on account of defects in our white cloths, in point of length, breath, 
and weight ; whereby our cloths, in general, are depreciated in foreign 
parts. Therefor he appoints commiffioners for the counties of Somerfet, 
Wilts, Glocefter, and Oxon, to fee the ftatutes for the right making of 
white cloth put in execution, and rhat the fearchers and oyerfeers do 
their duty. [ F. xix, />. 2 1 9.] 

A treaty ofpeace and commerce was concluded between King Charles I 
of England, and King Philip IV of Spain, at Madrid, wherein what 
relates to commerce is to the following effedt, viz. 

Articles VII and XVIII) The fame articles or conditions of com« 
merce are hereby renewed that exifted before the war broke out be- 
tween. Queen Elizabeth and King Philip II, and as ftipulated in the IXth 
and XXI Id articles of the treaty in the year 1604. 

VIII) The merchant fhips, and fhips of war of both kings, fo as the 
■later do not exceed eight in number, may freely refort to the ports ot 
both countries, and may there take in provifions, refit, and trade, as 
by antient treaties. But fhips of war fhall remain no longer than till 
sthey have refitted and revidlualied. Neither fhall a greater number of 
them come into any port of the other party, without fpecial leave ob- 
tained from the fovereign of that port : nor fhall they, under colour 
of lawful commerce,, fupply the enemy of either party with provifions, 
or with naval or warlike flores. 

XI) No new impofitions fhall be laid in Spain on the merchandize of 
that country brought away by the Englifh in their own fhips. 

XIX) No difturbance fhall be given in Spain to the Englifh trading 
thither, on account of confcience, where no fcandal fhall be given. 

XX. Where any prohibited goods are exported, none but the delin- 
quent fhall be punifhed for the fame,; nor fhall any thing more be for- 
feited but the faid goods. 

XXI) The effeds of perfons dying in either country fhall be fecured 
for the benefit of their heirs, &c. 

XXIII) In cafe of a rupture hereafter between the two nations, fix 
months fhall be allowed both parties to remove their effeds. 

XXIV) The fhips of neither party fhall be detained in the ports of 
the other party, nor fhall be employed for warlike or other purpofes, 
without the confent of their own fovereign. \Fcedera, Fi xix, p. 21 9.] 

King Charles ilfaed. another proclamation againfl the cultivation of 
tobacco in England and Ireland ; where, it feems, great quantities were 
dill raifed. And, after inveighing againfl the inordinate nfe of tobacco, 
which he here terras an ufelefs weed, he again forbids the importation of 
all foreign tobacco without his licence, and even orders that the quan- 
tity of tobacco from Virginia, the Somer and Caribbee ifles, be 
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armually Iimk «3 by himfelf, and that none be imported but into the 
port of London only. \¥adera, V. 

In Munn’s judicious book, intitled, England’s treafure by foreign 
trade, treating of the advantage of permitting the free exportation of 
our own coin as well' as of foreign bullion, he obferves, ‘ that Ferdi- 
■* nand l, the grand duke of Tufcany, was very rich in treafure, and en- 
‘ larged his trade by lending to merchants great fums of money at a 
‘ low intereft : that myfelf had 40,000 crowns of him, gratis, for a 
‘ whole year ; although he knew that I would prefently fend it away in 
‘ fpecie to Turkey, to be employed in wares for his country ; he being • 
*' well alfured, that in this courfe of trade it would return again, ac- 
* cording to the old faying, with a duck in the mouth. By his thus eh- 
‘ couraging of commerce, within thefe thirty years the trade of his port 
‘ of Leghorn is fo much encreafed, that of a poor little town, as I my- 
‘ felf knew it, it is now become a fair and hrong city 

This year the Dutch Weft-India company again invaded Brazil, with 
better fuccefs than before, and reduced the city of Olinda, with the en- 
tire province of Femambuque ; and afterward they gradually extended 
their conquers much farther into that country. 

The king gave exclufive grants or charters to David Ramfay, a great 
projector in thofe days, for the following pretended new inventions. 

I) To multiply and make- faltpetre in any open field of only four 
acres of ground, fufficient to ferve all our dominions. 

II) To raife water from low pits by fire. 

III) To make any fort of mills to go on Handing waters, by continual 
motion, without the help of wind, weight, or horfe. 

IV) To make all forts of tapeftry without any weaving loorn, or other 
way ever yet in ufo in this kingdom. 

V) To make boats, fhips, and barges to go againft flrong wind and 
tide. 

VI) To make the earth more fertile than ufual. 

VII) To raife water from low mines and coal-pits, by a wuy never 
yet in ufe.. 

VIII) To make hard iron foft, and likewife copper tough and foft j 
which is not, in ufe in this kingdom. 

IX) To make yellow wax white very ipeedily f . 

Another projedl in this year was, for conveying certain fprings of water 
into London and Weftminfter frpm within a mile and an half of Flodf- 
don in Hertfordlhlre, by the undertakers Sir Edward Stradling and John 
Lyde, the projedor being one Michael Parker, for defraying the ex- 
penfe whereof King Charles granted them a fpecial licence to ered and 

^ Probably Mr. Munn was in Leghorn about this time, and may have written his book about 1 6 6o« 
It was publifhed after bis death by his fon in the year 1664. \ 

f Ramfay feems to have had as fertile a brain as any of the famous year lyaOo- ^ 



368 A. D. 1630. 

piiblifli a lottery or lotteries ; according (fays this record) to the courfe 
of other lotteries heretofore ufed or praftifed And for the foie pri- 
vilege of bringing the faid waters in aquedudls to London, they were 
to pay L4000 per annum into the king’s exchequer; and the better to 
enable them to make the faid large annual payment, the king granted 
them leave to bring their aquedufts through any of his parks, chafes, 
lands, &c. and to dig up the gratis. [Fcedera, V. xix, p. 242.] 

We fhould alfo note, that, in this fame year 1630, a fpecial licence 
was granted by King Charles, for importing horfes, and another for ex- 
porting dogs. , ■ 

1631. — A projedt was now authorifed by King Charles for the foie 
ufe of an invention for defending marfh-lands from inundations of the 
fea; the projedlor to pay 2of annually into the exchequer. [Fosdera, V. 
xix, p. 251,] 

We now meet with the firfl: eflay for coining milled money in Eng- 
land, by mills and prefles, in the beautiful method pradifed in our days, 
in a commifiion from King Charles to Sir William Balfour, then lieu- 
tenant of the tower of London, Inigo Jones, Efq. furveyor of the king’s 
works, and five others, who were thereby direded to examine the prac- 
tice thereof by the undertaker, Nicholas Bryitt, a Lorainer, who for 
that purpofe had gold and filver bullion delivered to him by Sir Ro- 
bert Harley mafter of the mint. [Ftriera, E'. xix, />. 287.] 

(^ebec in Canada having been again feized on by Captain Kirk in 
the year 1629, before he knew of the conclufion of peace between Eng- 
land and France that fame year, the king promifed, under his fign- 
manual, to his brother-in-law, Louis XIII of France, that, as foon as 
commiflioners from him fhould arrive at Canada, his people fhould de- 
liver up to France the fortrefs and town of Quebec : and that whatever 
had been embezzled therein fhould be reflored to the French. {Fcede- 
ra, V. xix, 303.] 

King James having, in the 2Cth year of his reign, granted letters- 
patent (which we have not before met with) for the foie ufe of a new 
method of making hard foap, with a material called berilia, without the 
ufe of any fire ; as alfo for burning and preparing bean and peafe flraw, 

. kelp, fern, and other vegetables found in his dominions, into pot-afhes 
for making foap, King Charles granted a frelh patent, for fourteen years, 
to the old patentees Roger Jones and Andrew Palmer, jointly with Sir 
William RulTell, &c. for farther improving thofe inventions, and for their 
foie ufe thereof. This monopoly brought L 10,000 4 nto the exchequer, 
\Fcedera, V. xix, p. 323.] 

* This is,. however, the earlieft mention of lot- early as the year 1612, the profits of which were 
tenes, either m the Fcedera or the ftatute-book. allotted to carry on the fettlement of Virginia. 
The words 'iuoted prove that lotteries had already \Chalmert’s Annals, F. hp. 52 . 1 M. 

«,,,bcen ufed or pradtifed. There was one at leaft fo 
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In a proclamatioii for feUraining the excefs of the private or clandef- 
tine trade carried on to and from the Eaft-Indies, by the officers and 
failors in the company’s own fhips, there is a catalogue of the wares and 
merchandize licenced to be exported to India, and alfo of thofe licenced 
to be imported from thence, viz. 

Goods allowed to be exported to India : perpetuanas and drapery, 
pewter, faffion, woollen llockings, filk ftockings and garters, riband- 
rofes edged with gold lace, beaver hats with gold and filver bands, felt- 
hats, ftrong waters, knives, Spanifli leather Ihoes, iron, and looking- 
glalles. 

Goods which might be imported from India : long pepper, white pep- 
per, white powder fugar preferved, nutmegs and ginger preferved, mirabo- 
lans, befoar-llones, drugs of all forts, agate-heads, blbod-flones, mufk.aloes- 
focatrina, ambergris, rich carpets of Perfia, and of Cambaya, quilts of 
fatin, taffaty, painted calicoes, benjamin, damalks, fatins, and taffaties, 
of China, quilts of China embroidered with gold, quilts of Pitania em- 
broidered with filk, galls, worm -feeds, fugar-candy, China difhes, and 
puflanes (i. e. porcelain) of all forts. [Fadera, V. xix,^. 335.] Not a 
word of tea as yet. 

King Charles confirmed a grant made by King James for incorpo- 
rating the ftarch-makers of London, who were to pay to him 1500 
the firft year, 2500 the fecond year, and for every fucceeding year 
L3500. As for the monopoly of playing cards, the king bought them 
all of the company, and fold them out again at a much higher price. 
{Feeder a, K xix, /». 338.] 

This year a large Spanifli fleet, attempting to cut off the communi- 
cation between Holland and Zeeland, were utterly overthrown by the 
Dutch admiral Hollar, who took the whole fleet and near 5000 failors. 

'William Frizell and others got a grant of the office of poftmafter for 
foreign parts, in reverfion. It appears that this office had been firfl; 
eretfled by King James, and that before that firfl: appointment, and even 
fometimes fince, private undertakers only conveyed letters to and from 
foreign parts. King Charles, therefor, now ftridly enjoined that none 
but his foreign poftmaflers fhould hereafter prefume tp exercife any part 
of that office. [^Fcedera, F',yxK,pp. 346, 385.] 

King Charles eredted a fecond company for a trade to Africa, by a 
charter granted to Sir Richard Young, Sir Kenelm Digby, and fundry 
merchants ; to enjoy the foie trade to the coafl of Guinea, Binny (i. e. 
Benin) and Angola ; between Gape Blanco, in twenty degrees of north 
latitude, and the Cape of Good Hope, at about thirty-four degrees of 
fouth latitude, together with the ifles adjacent, for thirtj^-one years. 
The charter prohibits, not only all his own fubjedls, tlfe patentees 
excepted, but likewife the fubjedls of every other prince anc^ftate wbat- 
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ever, to trade or refort to or within the faid^ limits, on any pretence 
whatfoever *. Neither were any but thofe patentees to import any red- 
wood, fkins, wax, gums, dyers-grains, (grana tindoria) nor any other 
merehandize, upon forfeiture of fhip and cargo. And the patentees 
were impowered to feize all Ihips and merchandize they fhould find 
within their bounds contrary to this charter, and might alfo explore 
the interior parts of Africa. [Fadera, Fi xix. 370.] The patentees 
ereded forts and warehoufes on that coafl:, at a great expenfe : yet the 
feparate traders (then called by the Dutch term interlopers) again broke 
in upon this company, as they had done on that of the year r6i8, and 
almoil forced the .trade open again ; and fo it remained, till after the 
reftoration of King Charles 11 ; yet in the year 1651, the rump par- 
liament granted a charter for five years to the Eaft-India company, who 
made ufe of the caftles and trade of the gold coaft, as lying in their 
way to India; and it feems found their account in this trade for fome 
time : for there they landed their goods brought from England, and 
carried the gold which they there received into India : although it feems 
their capital flock for this trade never exceeded L 17,400 ; therewith, 
however, they ereded two new forts. This third temporary company 
likewife licenced fhips to trade to Guinea, for ten per cent of their car- 
goesyor three pounds per ton on the (hips. A fine trade truely for this 
company, if it could have held long. 

Two attempts were this year made for difcoyering a north-weft paf- 
fage through Hudfon’s bay to China, viz. one at the king’s command, 
by Captain Luke Fox, who arrived at Port-Nelfon, where he found the 
erofs and infcription formerly eroded by ,Sir Thomas Button, which he 
renewed for the king ; concerning which voyage he afterwards publifh- 
ed a fmall quarto treatife called the North-weft fox : and Captain Tho- 
rnas James was fent out by the merchants of Briflol, and wintered in 
Hudfbn’s bay, in latitude fifty-two, naming the country New South 
Wales, giving names alfo to fundry other bays, capes, &c. as Cape Hen- 
rietta Maria, &c. His account was alfo printed in the year 1633, by 
King Charles’s order. The former author thinks there is a pallage, 
though he miffed it ; the later thinks there is no great probability of 
any fuch pafikge, although he made much more difcovery in that bay 
than either Hudfon, Button, or Baffin, had done. 

King Charles gave up the caftle of Briftol, with all its precinds and 
inhabitants, to the city, to be for the future in all refpeds a part of it, 
for the confideration of L959 paid to the king ; anfi of a fee farm of 
L40 yearly : by which confiderable addition, the boundary, or pome- 
rium, of the city of Briftol, was now above feven miles in circumference. 

* The king} furely mull |iave known that the' on. the coaft of Angola, 8cc. a’od that he was grant-^ 
Tor,tugutfe long before, now krongly fettled ing privileges which he could not fupport. 
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1632.— “The port of Sallee, on the Barbary coaft. being in rebellion 
agai? ft the emperor of Morocco, and being a mere neft of pirates, that 
pnnce, deftrous to reduce them to his obedience, but not having fuffi- 
C'ent {hipping of his ovn for that purpofe, requefted the affiftance of 
the king of Great Britain. Accordingly an Englifh fquadron having 
blocked up the town, while their own monarch befieged them on the 
land fide, they were forced to yield ; the fortifications were difitiantled, _ 
the pirates executed, and 300 captive chriftians delivered into our king’s 
hands; whereby (fays Dr. Heylin, />. 955) both he and the nation reap- 
ed great honour. 

The king about that fame time built and newly repaired his naval ' 
arfenals, docks, ftore-houfes, &c. fo effedually, that Leigh, in his Choice 
obfervations of all the kings of England (8vo, 1661), fpeaking thereof, 
fays, ‘ that thofe naval edifices, &c. ereded by him, are fo magnificent 
‘ and univerfally ufeful, that they are become a principal pillar of the 
‘ nation’s fupport, fo far as they relate to the naval defence of it ; af- 
‘ fording variety of employment by the manufadure of cordage, as alfo 
‘ by the careening and building of ftiips.’ What more could he have 
faid, had he viewed Portfmouth, Plymouth, Chatham, Sheemefs, Wool- 
wich, and Deptford, in our days fo vaftly improved, enlarged, and 
beautified ? 

A treaty of peace with France was concluded by King Charles, which 
was in fubftance as follows. 

I and II) King Louis XIII engages to pay into the hands of Sir Ifaac 
Wake, King Charles’s ambaifador at Paris, the value of the charges of 
three Englifh {hips j and to deliver up thofe {hips nowin his ports of 
Diep and Calais. 

Ill) King Charles reftores to France all the places pofleiled by the 
Englifh in New France, La Cadie, and Canada, particularly Port-Royal, 
(fince named Annapolis-Royal) Quebec, and Cape Breton. 

VIIR IX, X, XI) The fum of 82,700 livres was to be paid to France 
for {kins, knives, &c. found in Quebec. And alfo the value of the car- 
goes of feveral fhips taken by the Englifh, as herein fpecified. Alio 
60,600 livres for five fhips and their cargoes, taken by the Englifh. 
[F^dera, V. xix, p. .—General cdkSlion of treaties^ V. ii, 

Moreover, in a treaty of commerce, concluded on the fame day be- 
tw’een the two monarchs, it was ftipulated, in fubftance, viz. 

Article III) To prevent damages to merchants, by detaining their 
ftiips at fea, by" the fhips of war of either party, under pretence of 
fearching for contraband goods, there fhould not above three perfons, 
at any one time, enter any fuch merchant fliips, from any^fliip of war, 
to view or fearch their papers for contraband goods. After* which they 
fhould not flop the faid merchant fhips, nor turn them hut of their 
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IV) The {hips of both contradHng parties fhould give 10,000 livres 
fecurity, before failing out of the refpe^Hve ports of France and England, 
not to injure, nor attempt to injure, the fhips and merchandize of either 
contrading party. 

The other articles relate to the manner - of treating prize-fhips and 
their men. 


To this fatal treaty may be truely afcribed all the dilutes we have 
had ever fince with France concerning North America ; our Mng and 
his minifters being fa dly .outwitted by Richheu’s fuperior dexterity. The 
three places now delivered up to France were not, it is true, thought of 
’ the fame importance then, as they are fince found to be j yet it was very 
obvious, even then, to any confiderate obferver, that as thofe French 
colonies fhould increafe in people and commerce, thofe places would be 
of the utmofi importance to France, and very dangerous to England : 
but more efpecially, our parting with Port-Royal and Cape Breton is 
never to be excufed ; as the polleffion of them by the French gave them 
a fair pretext for fettling on the fouth fide of the river St. Laurence, 
and thereby gradually claiming the reft of Nova-Scotia, bordering on 
New-England; whereas, had the French been ftricftly confined to their 
original fettlements on the north fide of .that river, the country is fb 
bad, and the trade thereof fo indifferent, that before now they would 
probably have quite abandoned them. 

Though ever fince the Dutch had commenced hoftilities againft Spain, 
upon the expiration of their twelve years truce in the year 1621, their 
trade and wealth were greatly increafed, and individuals were greatly 
enriched, in the laft eleven years of war; yet the province of Holland,, 
which bore the main burden of that war, was, in its colledlive capacity, 
found to be in this year no lefs than fifty-five millions of guilders in 
debt, that province alone bearing (by the original union of Utrecht)^ 
fifty-eight per cent of the whole annual charge of the war. 

King Charles granted a patent for fourteen years, for the foie ufe and 
profit of an engine for diving in the fea and other deep waters for lofl: 
goods and treafure. \F(sdera, FI xix, p. 365.} 

A patent was given to a phyfician, pretending to have, by long ftudy 
and great expenfe, found out thg following fix whimfical fecrets, viz. 

I ) An inftrument, which may be called the wind-mate, very profit- 
able when common winds fail, for a more fpeedy pafiage of vefliels be- 
calmed on feas and rivers. 



e) The fifh-call, or a looking glafs for fifties in the Tea, very ufeful 
for fifhermen to call all kinds of fifties to their nets, fears, or hooks : as 
fcveral calls ^e needful for fowlers to call feveral kinds of fowls or birds 
to their nets 'or fnares*. 


* Naturalifts are agreed tiiat fifli have no organs of hearing, 


A. D. 1632. 373 

3) A water-bo we, for the more l^edy prefervation of houfes on 
land, and fliips at fea, from fire. 

4) A building-mould, or ftone-prefs, very requifite for building; 
churches or great houfes, by which ftone windows, door-cafes, chimney- 
pieces, &c. are made more fpeedily, without hewing, cutting, fa wing, 
carving, or engraving. As alfo for making bricks and tiles more beau- 
tiful to the eye, and more durable againft foul weather, being as fmooth 
as glafs on the one fide or end, with divers colours and works, as if 
carved by curious workmen. 

5) A moveable hydraulic, or chamber weather-call, like a cabinet, 
which, being placed in a room, or by a bed fide, caufeth fweet lleep tO' 
thofe, who either by hot fevers, or otherwife, cannot take reft : and it 
withal alters the dry hot air into a more moiftening and cooHng temper, 
either with mufical founds or without. 

6) The correded-crane, by which wine, oil, or any other liquor, may 
be transfufed from one veflel, which cannot well be removed to another 
remote: as alfo water may be drawn from one place to another, with- 
out any fucking or forcing by the mouth, as vintners and others ufe to 
do. 

All thele were exclufive for fourteen years, paying the yearly rdnt of 
Li : 6 : 8 into the exchequer. \_F(edera, xix, 371.3 

Thefe are fuch fingular projeds as are worth the recording, purely for 
their novelty : and were they any where elfe, but in fo authentic a coi- 
ledion of our records, would probably be regarded in no other fenfe 
than as a burlefque on many other projeds of this age, and the famous 
year 1720. 

King Charles once more iflued a proclamation againft the conftant 
refidence of the nobility and gentry with their families in London, 
wherein, befide the ufual topics in former ones, he remarks, that, by 
refiding in London with their families, a great part of their money and 
fubftance is drawn from the feveral counties whence it arifeth, and fpent 
in the city on excefs of apparel, provided from foreign parts, to the- 
enriching of other nations, and the unneceflary confumption of a great 
part of the treafure of this realm ; and in other vain delights and ex^ 
penfes, even to the wafting of their eftates : that this aHb draws great 
numbers of loofe and idle people to London and Weftminfter, which 
thereby are not fo eafy governed as formerly, the poors rates increafed,. 
and provifions enhanced. For all which reafons, they are now limited- 
to forty days from the date hereof, to depart with their families from 
London, Weftminfter, and their fuburbs, and to refide on their eftates- 
[Ftzdera, V. xix, p. 374.] 

After reading this,, and other luch proclamations, can any ohe wonder' 
at this king’s being termed arbitrary, and his getting fo many enemies 
amongft his fubieds ?. fince men of the greateft fortunes wer\ hereby 
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poiitivly debarred a liberty, which, being innocent in itfelf, the mesiieii; 
free fubjedt would never patiently part with, of remaining where 
likes beft. Even this command was not without a view to the 
emolument. Cnee thofe who did not obey pundually, were condemreu 
in grievous fines by the flar-chamber for the king’s ufe. 

King Charles this year licenced the Eall- India company to export 
L40 ,ooo in foreign gold bullion to Perfia and India in lieu of fo much 
of the L 100,000, which by King James’s charter they were impowered 
annually to export thither in foreign filver bullion. [Elz’ierfl, R xix, 

P- 

A dearth of provifions continuing, the king prohibited the exporta- 
tion of com for one year. And by the lame proclamation, Ee renew^ed 
a former one, againft the exportation of wool, fuller’s-earth, and leather.. 
\F/sdera, V. xix, p. 387.] 

King Charles by a fpecial warrant to his treafury declared, that not-* 
withllanding the laws and culloms of England forbid the exportation of 
any gold and filver to foreign parts, either, in coin or bullion, yet he, 
being defirous to cultivate the friendlhip of his mofl; dear brother King 
Philip IV of Spain, and of the merchants of the Spanilh Netherlands, 
grants a licence for the faid merchants to export gold and filver, either 
in our coin or otherwife, being the produce of the merchandize they 
lhall import into England, as far as the amount of L2000 llerling, in 
every fhip returning home; fo as the faid money be exported within 
the fpace of one hundred days from their unlading the merchandize 
they import, until we lhall otherwife ordain, any llatute or cullom to 


the contrary.. notwithftanding. \_Fa;dera, V. p. ■^^6.'] 

In the Englilh Eall-India company’s vindication before the privy 
council, in anfwer to the allegations of the Turkey company in the year 
1681, amongE other points for Ihewing the great difficulties attending 
an Eafi-India trade, it is alTerted, that although formerly they had a 
flock of Li, 500, coo, .yet in fifteen years time, viz. from 1617 to this 
year, their whole profit was no more than i2~ per cent. 

, This year gave birth to tj^e protperous colony of Maryland. ' Sir 
George Calvert, fecretary of ftate, having, in the years 1621 and 1622, 
obtained of King James a grant of part of Newfoundland, he fome'time 
after removed thither with his fapaily, but he loon found it to be one of 
the worfl countries in the habitable world. Whereupon he returned 
back to England ; and he, being a confeientious Roman Catholic, (lays 
Sir William Keith, in his hiflory of Virginia) was inclined to retire 
with his family to Ibnie part of Virginia, there quietly to enjoy the free 


exercife ot^ his religion ; for which purpofe he went thither himfelf, 
about thejyear 163;: but being difeou raged by the nniverfal dillike 
which by perceived the people of Virginia had to . the very name of a 
-p apifl, left Virginia, and went farther tijp' ihe bay of Chefapeak ; and 
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finding there a very large trad of land, commodiou fly watered with 
many fine rivers, and not yet inhabited by any chrifiians, he returned 
to England, and reprefented to the king that the colony of Virginia 
had not as yet occupied any lands beyond the fouth bank of Potomack 
river ; whereupon he obtained a promife of a grant of that unplanted 
country. But he dying before the grant was made out, his fon Caecil, 
lord Baltimore, took it out in his own name on the 20th of June 
1632 ; the king hiinfelf naming it Maryland, in honour of his Queen 
Henrietta Maria. It is held by the lords Baltimore of the crown, in 
free and common foccage, as of the king’s honour of Windfbr, on paying 
yearly for ever, at Windfor caftle, (if demanded) two Indian arrows : 
by which charter this lord- proprietor has as plenary or fovereign a power 
as any in America ; having the foie right to all quit-rents of land therein, 
which he fhall grant out to his landholders, who however, are em- 
powered by the crown to lay on all proper taxes, &.c. in their general 
courts, compofed of their reprefentatives, duely eledted, and of the coun- 
cil ; and the governor is always to be appointed by the proprietor with 
the king’s approbation. In other refpedts, the king has no concern 
with the government of Maryland, any. farther than relates to com- 
merce, and to his cuftoms on merchandize, as alfo to the admiralty 
jurifdiction,^ which bur kings have wifely retained in all our colonies in 
America ; and with refpedl to thefe points, the governors of this and 
all other charter, as well as regal, colonies, are obliged to obey the 
directions of the king and council, as alfo fuch orders as fhall from time 
to time be fent to them from the lords commiffioners for trade and 
plantations, iince the ereftion of that moll: ufeful board.. 

The ifiand of Montferrat was now planted by Sir Thomas Warner, 
governor of the neighbouring illand of St. Chrillophers, who brought 
a colony thither from Ireland, and was alfo appointed its firll governor. 
At firll the planters thereof fent great q uantities of indigo to. England,, 
though of late years they have run almoll entirely into fugar, with Ibme 
little cotton and ginger. It is about three leagues in length, and nearly 
the fame in breadth. It has thriven extremely well, and may probably 
be inhabited by about 4.500 white people, and about 10, coo negro Haves.. 
It is better fupplied with frefh water than Antigua, but has no good 
harbours, and is fomewhat dangerous of approach, by reafon of the 
many rocks on its fliores. 

This year (according to the French hiftorian of the Caribbee illes, 
publilhed in 165 8) -the Dutch Wefl-India company firfl planted the fmall 
illand of St. Eullatia. It is the llrongeH by nature of all thofe iflands, 
having but one good landing place, where a few men may keep off a. 
great army ; it produces fugar, but is chiefly ufeful to the I 5 utch by its 
commodious fituation for contraband or fmuggling trade with all the 
European, colonies in its neighbourhood, being always well floqked witk 
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European mercliandize for thofe ends. Some have made its white in* 
habitants to amount to 5 or 6000, and its negroes to 1 5,000. 

While Sir Thomas Warner was governor of St. Chriftophers fome 
Englifli families in or about this year ventured to fettle on the iflaiid of 
Antigua, in that neighbourhood, though it was for fome time reckoned 
uninhabitable, becaufe it has no frefli water brooks, or fcarce any other 
but rain water preferved in pOnds or cifterns. And, for that reafon, it 
was foon after deferred by them, and remained in a deferred condition 
(as we lhall fee) till after the reftoration of King Charles II. 

1633. — In 1633, Lord Baltimore carried two hundred perfons to his 
new colony of Maryland, moftly papifts. This colony had in the beginning 
a very great advantage in being in the neighbourhood of that of Virgi- 
nia already planted, from whence they fupplied themfelves at firft with 
ftefh-meat, poultry, &c. infomuch that Maryland, being quickly and 
eafily fettled, became in a few years flourilhing and populous. It has 
therefor at length became a large and noble eftate to Lord Baltimore. 
In this province, as well as in that of Virginia, the planters live moftly 
in feparate htuations and not in towns, for the conveniency of the great 
number of rivers, and of creeks and inlets of the great bay of Chefa- 
peak, whereby they fo eafily convey their tobacco to the ftiips ; fo that 
in neither of thofe colonies are there as yet any towns of confiderable 
bulk or importance. For the greater planters have generally ftorehoufes 
within themfelves, for all kinds of necefinries brought from Great Bri- 
tain, not only for their own confuihption, but likewife for fupplying the 
lefler planters and their fervants, &c. And, whilft that kind of eco- 
nomy continues, there can be no profpedl of towns becoming confider- 
able in either province, which is fo far a benefit to their mother country, 
as without towns (wherein home manufactures and handicrafts are 
generally firft propagated) they muft continue to be fupplied from Bri- 
tain with clothing, furniture, tools, delicacies, &c. 

, The tobacco of Maryland, called oroonoko, being ftronger than that 
of Virginia, is not fo generally agreeable to the Britifti tafte as the fweet 
fcented tobacco of the later colony ; but the northern nations of Eu- 
rope. are faid to like it bettdf j knd they are thought to raife about as 
much tobacco, and to empiy :iiear ks many Ihips as Virginia does. Its 
foil is in general extremely good/lieiBg moftly a level country. 

This year the parliament of Scotland reduced the intereft of money 
from I o to § per cent, being nine years after it had been fo reduced in 
England. 

By the management of cardinal Richlieu, prime minifter to the French 
king Louis XIII, a fubfidy treaty was concluded between France and 
Sweden, ■^hereby Louis agreed tO pay Queen Chriftiana of Sweden one 
million of livres annually, for the fefence of their common friends, for 
fecuring'the Ocean and Baltic fea, and for obtaining lafting peace in the 
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empire*. This was, probably, the firft proper fubfidy treaty betweea 
France and Sweden, fince then frequently repeated. ^ ^ 

The king ifliied a long proclamation for preventing frauds in the 
weaving, dying, milling, ftretchjiig, fealing, meafuring, fearching, 8z;e. 
of woollen cloths ; many or moll of which being iince then repealed or 
altered, we fliall not enlarge on it. \_F<zdem, V. xix, p. 445.] 

The king granted a fpecial.commiflion for one Young to go out with 
what ihips, merchandize, and people, he Ihould judge proper, for the 
difeovery of tlie unplanted parts of Virginia, or any where elfe in 
America, not poflejOTed by any European power, and to fettle the fame 
as an Englifli colony, &c. [Fadera, V. -sxs., 

In the fame year he ilTued his proclamation for regulating the retail- 
ers of tobacco in cities and towns ; wherein none but reputable and fub- 
ftantial traders fhould retail the fame ; of whom a catalogue iliould be 
made for each city and town : and he exprefsly prohibits all keepers of 
taverns, ale-houfes, inns, vidtualling-houfes, ftrong-water-fellers, &c.. 
from retailing tobacco. How little feemed he in this, as in many other 
refpects, to underhand his true intereft. 

This year a Dutchman eredled a wind faw-mill or engine for fawing 
timber, on the river Thames oppofite Durham-yard in the Stranh,- 
London : whdreby with the attendance of one man and one boy, as 
much work was done as twenty men can perform in the ufual way. But 
this method was afterward put down, left our labouring people ftiould 
want employment. How juft fuch reafoning is, is fubmitted to the 
public ; fince, by a parity of reafoning, all wheel-carriages, &c. ftiould 
be fupprefted. There is fuch a faw-mill at Leith, near Edinburgh, 
which alfo goes by wind : and, as there is no legal reftraint againft fo 
ufeful an engine, it is fomewhat ftrange, that in times when ufeful 
hands were fo much wanted elfewhere, it has never Cnee been attempt- 
ed. Poffibly the danger of popular clamour may hgve. deterred men 
from purfuing it. 

The author of the Prefent ftate of England,, \_pa?-t iii, p. 93, ed. 1683.] 
acquaints us, that lacquer varnifh, which, imitating the gold colour,, 
has faved much coft formerly beftowed.on the gilding of coaches, &c.. 
was now firft brought into ufe in England by the ingenious Mr. Evelyn 
of Says-court near Deptford. 

This year alfo, a new and great alTociation or company was formed 
in England for carrying on the Cfliery, in which the earl of Pembroke, 
Sir William Courten, Sir John Harrifon, Sir Paul Pindar, &c. were con- 
cerned: and King Charles,, to encourage that laudable purpofe, enjoined 
lent to be more ftridliy obferved, prohibited fifh caught by foreigners- 

* So fays the author of RIchlieu’s life, though it was well known to- be principally iutciKled for the 
(depreffion of the houfe of Auftria. 
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to be imported, and agreed to purchafe of that company his naVal ftores, 
and the fjth for his royal navy. This was in confequence of his com- 
million three years before, as mentioned under the year 1630. Yet all 
this, in a few years after, came to nothing, for want of judgement as 
•well as honefty in the managers of it : but as we have on many other 
occalions prefumed freely to cenfure this king’s conduct, we ought to 
do him the juliice to acknowlege, that lie did every thing in his power 
to promote this truely national defign. 

1 534. — The king being bent on fitting out a formidable fleet, command* 
ed the city of London to fend to Portfmouth, vat their foie charge, the 
following quota of fhips, with ordnance, tackle, &c. for twenty-fix 
weeks, for the enfuing year 1635 ; and the like commands were Lent to 
the other fea-port towns for proportionable quotas, viz. 

One fliip of 9C0 tons, and 350 men,; 

One of 8oo tons, and 260 men.; 

Four, 'of each 500 tons, and 200 men-; 

And one of 300 tons, and 150 men. 

This is properly the firfl: year of that king’s ihip-money projefl, which 
• fo much contributed to his ruin. 



At this time, according to Howel’s Life of King Louis XIII of France, 
"that kingdom being in perfed tranquillity, many wholefome laws were 
made for fupprefling luxury and finery of apparel. A new company of 
merchants was eftablifhed for New-France, and Paris was enlarged, the 
Tuilleries and part of -St. Germain being brought into it. 

King Charles by his own authority, laid a duty of aj per chaldron 
on all Lea-coal, fione-coal, or pit-coal, . exported from England to foreign 
parts. {Feeder a, F. xix, p. 547.-3 . 

Fie ifliied a proclamation ordering that tobacco fhould be landed no- 
where in England but at the cuftorahoufe quay of London, to prevent 
defrauding his majefly of rire duty thereon. Alfo againft planting to- 


bacco in England and Ireland, ftill much pradtifed, and againft the im- 
portation of tobacco-feed. XFcsderay V. xix, p. 554.] 

At the fame time he granted an exclufive patent for fourteen years, 
for the art and myftery of affixing wool, filk, and other materials of 
divers colours, upon linen cloth, ffik, cotton, leather, and other fub- 
ftances, with oil, fize, and other cements, to make them ufeful and fer- 
viceable for hangings, &c. the patentee paying Lio yearly into the ex- 
chequer for the fame. {Fcedera-, V. xix, p. 554.] 

The tobacco planters in Virginia, &c. being kept poor by the ex- 
orbitant prices which merchants made them pay for their neceflaries 
from England, King Charles, for keeping up of the price of tobacco, 
and for preventing the planters from fending any of it diredtly to foreign 
parts, whereby he might be deprived of his cuftom thereon, iflixed a 
declaration, that he now refolved to take the foie pre-emption of all to- 
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■SaCco into his own hands, at a reafbnable price. He therefor granted 
a fpecial commilEon to a number of gentlemen and merchants to tranf- 
a£t this affair for him. The king was now more fparing of his reflec- 
tions on' the malignity of tobacco than formerly, beginning to find the 
benefit arifing from his cuftom thereon : he therefor- now obfervcs, ‘ that 
* in the colonies of Virginia, the Somer-ifles, and Caribbees, being but 
' in their infancy, the chiefeft commodity that mufl fupport them, and 
enable them to raife more ample commodities, is this of tobacco.’ 
IF^dera^ F. xix, p. s^o.J 

In this year, 1634, the Dutch Greenland company made an experi-* 
ment of the poffibiiity of the. human fpecies living through a whole 
winter at Spitzber gen, till now believed to be impollible. They left 
feven of their failors to winter there ; and one of them kept a diary 
thereof from the nth of September to the 26th. of February following, 
when they were fpent with the fcurvy, and their limbs quite benumbed 
with cold, till they could no way help themfelves. They were all feven 
found dead, in the houfe they had built for themfelves, at the return 
of the Dutch Ihips in i 635. - Had any of thofe men li^ed till the next . f 
fhips arrived; a Dutch fort would doubtlefs- have been eredled there. 

As for the claims of fundry different European nations to a monopoly 
of the fifliery of whales at Spitzbergen, they flood thus for fome years 
after this time-, viz. 1) ihe Englifh alleged - their having been the firft 
difcoverers, by Sir Hugh Willoughby, in the year 1553: 2) but the : 
Dutch denied his having been fo far north as Spitzbergen, and alleged 
their, having firfl difcovered it in 1596 : 3) the Danes laid claim to it 
as aTuppofed part of Old Greenland, early poflefled by them : but if 
prior difcovery gave any juft exclufive right at all to a country uninha- 
bited and uninbabitable, it is moft probable that the Bifcayners, who 
were the firft whale-fiihers of later ages, had the beft right to it. Since 
thofe times -ail nations have wifely dropped their exclufive pretenfions, ■ 
and that part of the icy world femaiiis now alike free to all nations for- 
this filbery. 

A patent,' granted by King Charles in the preceding year, was this - 
year confirmed, for the foie pradice of an invention for faving much 
fuel, and for preventing mdch of the offence of fmoke, to the great be- 
nefit of aH people, and more efpecially of brewers, dyers, foapboilers, 
faltmakers, &c. Alfo a patent for the foie invention of cleanfing and 
grinding indigo : for which monopoly forty marks were to be paid an- 
nually into the exchequer. ^Fadera, V. xix, pp. 561, 564.] 

The next record is a proclamation for regulating the manufadure of 
foft foap, and for preventing the importation ; of fifh-oil foap, and all 
other foreign foaps : and that the faid foft foap made by the Weft- 
minfter foap company fhould not be fold for more than 3^ per pound. 
\Fcedera, V. xix, p. 566.] 
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Patmts were given exclufive projects, viz. ifl, * a new in- 

‘ vented engine for ploughing of land without horfes of oxen, for 

which Lio was to be paid yearly into the exchequer f and, adly, ‘ for 

* an engine for getting up ihips and goods funk in the fea.’ [Fiedera, 

V. xix, ji>. 569, 571.] 

King Charles gave a grant to Sir Sanders Duncomb, fettmg forth, 

that whereas the ftreets of our cities of London and Weftminfter, 

* and their fuburbs, are of late fo much enGumbered with the unne- 

* cellary multitude of coaches, that many of our fubjeds are thereby 
■* expofed to great danger, and the neceflary ufe of carts and carriages 
‘ for pro vilions thereby much hindered ; and Sir Sanders Duncomb’s 
^ petition reprefenting, that in many parts beyond fea, people are much 
‘ carried in chairs that are covered, whereby few coaches are ufed 
‘ araongft them : wherefor, we have granted to him the foie privilege 
‘ to ufe, let, and hire a number of the faid covered chairs for fourteen 
^ years.’ Fiedera, F. xix, 7). 572.] This is the origin of fedan chairs 
in London*. 

John Day, citizen and fworn-broker of London, had, for three years 
paft, printed and publilhed weekly bills of the prices of all commodi- 
ties in the principal cities of Chrillendoin, ‘ which (lays the king’s 
‘ grant this year to him) has never yet been brought here to that per- 
‘ fedi'on anfwerable to other parts beyond fea ; by which negledf with- 
in our city of London, being one of the mother cities for trade in all 
‘ ChriftendoTn, our faid city is much difgraced, and our merchants hin- 
‘ dered in their commerce and correfpondence : wherefor, we grant 
' unto the faid John Day the foie privilege of vending the faid weekly 
bills for fourteen years."* 

We mull here do this king and his privy council the juftice to re- 
mark, that in this patent, and alfo in fome few former ones, there is a 
provifo, that if at any time, during the faid term of fourteen years, it 
Ihall appear that fuch grant is contrary to law, or mifchievous to the 
Hate, or generally inconvenient, then, upon fignification made by us 
under our lignet or privy. feal, or by fix or more of our privy council 
under their hands, of fuch prejudice. &c, this our prefent grant fhall 
be void. This precaution was probably, owing to many of this king’s 
exclulive grants having been declared by trials at common law to be il- 
legal monopolies, whicfi the king was therefor obliged to revoke and 
make void. 

The Dutch took the fmall ifland of Ctirapoa from Spain, by which 
means, being but eight leagues from the coafi; of Terra Firnia, they 
have ever fince driven a great illicit trade with the Spaniards there : 
and though it be not fertile, that diligent people, however,, have culti- 

* According to Wilfon, the biographer of King James, fedan \Yere introduced in Britain by 

the duke of Backingham# \^jirnQtU Bifl, of EdirAurgh, ‘ " 3 * 
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^ated fine fogar and tobacco plantations in it. They have plenty of 
logwood and cattle ; and its town, of the fame name, is well fortified, 
and inhabited by rich merchants. The Dutch alfo poflefs Bonaire and 
Aruba, iflands near it, and fubjedt to its go\^ernor. They alfo polTefs 
Saba and Euftatia, and part of St. Martins, all inconfiderable iflands near 
St. Chriftophers. 

King James having in the year 1605 incorporated the gardeners of 
London and within fix miles of it. King Charles now confirmed that 
charter. \Fcedera, T. xix, 582.] 

We find that the company of merchant-adventurers of England had 
in this fame year intereft enough, probably by the aid of their com- 
mon purfe, to get the king to iffue a proclamation, ftridly prohibiting 
all perfons from exporting any white cloths, coloured cloths, cloths 
drefled and dyed out of the whites, Spanifli cloths, bayes, kerfies, per- 
petuanos, ftockings, or any other Englilh woollen commodities, to any 
part either of Germany or of the feventeen provinces of the Nether- 
lands, fave only to the mart and ftaple towns of the faid fellowfhip of 
merchant-adventurers for the time being. This proclamation farther 
fiibjoins : ‘ and to the end that the faid trade may be hereafter redu- 

* ced and continued in an orderly and well governed courfe, we do 

* hereby declare our royal pleafure to be, that the faid fellowfliip of 

* merchant-adventurers fliall admit to the freedom of their faid trade 
■* all fuch of our fubjefts dwelling in our city of London, and exercifed 
‘ in the profeflion of merchandize, and no ihopkeepers (except they 
‘ give over their fhops), as fliall defire the fame, for a fine of L5a 

apiece, and thole of the outports for L2 5 apiece ; and that the fons 
‘ and fervants of fuch as lhall be fo admitted lhail pay at their admif- 

lion twenty nobles (i. e. L6 : 1 3 : 4) apiece. Lallly, that none fliall 
‘ trade to the faid countries of Germany and the Netherlands in any of 
‘ the fpecies of woollen goods above named, but only fuch as are free 

* of the faid fellowlhip.’ T. xix, jJ. 583.] 

And in a final! treatife, intitled, Free trade, publiflied by J. Parker 
in 1648, a provifo is added (not in the F^dera), viz. provided the Lon- 
don merchants make themfelves free by midfummer 1635, and thofe 
of the outports by Michaelmas 1635 ; but if they fuffered thofe times to 
lapfe, they were to pay double the refpedtiva fums. Parker and others, 
who were opponents of this company, allege, that in this and preceding* 
reigns, the company conftantly made handfome prefents of annual new 
year’s gifts to the minifters of Hate for the continuance of their inte- 
reft; as for inftance, in 1623, to the iord-treafurer two hundred gold 
pieces of twenty-two {hillings each, and a piece of plate ; other prefents 
alfo were then made to the duke , of Buckingham, the archbilhop of 
Canterbury, the lord keeper, the lord prefident, the fecretaries of ftate, 
8cc. 
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In this fame year we have a flagrant inilance of the fhameful as well 
as impolitic bigotry of King Charles I, and of Laud archbifliop of Can- ‘ 

terbuiy, who makes his inter alia, to the king, purfuant to his 

infi:rn<aiGns, concerning the ecclefiaftical ftate of his province of Can- 
terbury, ‘that the Dutch churches in Canterbury and Sandwich are 
‘ great nurferies of inconformity.’ And he prays his majefly, ‘ that 
‘ fuch of the French, Italian, and Dutch congregations, as are born his 
‘ fubjeSs, may not be fuffered any longer to live in fuch a reparation 
‘ as they do ; and infinuates the danger -of the church of England from 
‘ a toleration of foreign proteftants.’ The Walloons of Norwich too 
were under the fame prohibition, though they pleaded the toleration- 
to them by King Edward VI,, and fo down to his then majefly : but 
Laud’s anfwer was pofitive, — -they mufl obey! And the king on the 
margin of this part of Laud’s report wrote as follows : ‘ Put me in mind 
‘ of this at Lome convenient time when I am at council, and I fhall re- 



* drefs it,’' Laud, it feems, thought it a great piece of condefcenfion 
to permit thofe Walloon and Dutch, who were not bom in England, to ' 

enjoy their own way of worlhip, but their offspring fliould be compelled 
to go to their parifli churches ! It is here needlefs to remark how little i 

that prince underflood the true intereft of his kingdom and of its com- ' 

raerce in giving way to that wretched bigot. I 

The Walloon, Italian, and Dutch proteftant manufadurers fettled in [ 

Norwich, Canterbury, Sandwich, See. had hitherto been permitted to I 

enjoy their own opinions refpeding religious profeflions and worfhip 
but their children were now compelled by Laud archbifhop of Canter- [ 

bury to attend the parifh churches. The confequence of that ecclefi- I 

aftical tyrani'iy was (according to Eoj’fr doie’j- gif court and >• * 

ftate of iMgiand), that 140 families removed to Holland, where they 
taught the Dutch the way of managing the woollen manufadure, which 
has proved of very bad confequence to England. And doubtlefs the like 
caufes will ever produce like effedsi 


King Charles, by a proclamation, farther flrengthened the monopoly 
of his foap company in- Weftminfler, by prohibiting all perfons what>- 
ever, not free o-f that company, from either making or importing any 
foap. [Foedera, V. xix, p. 592.} 

‘ King Charles granted a licence to Thomas Skipwith to make the 
‘‘ river Scare navigable from its jundion with the Trent up to the town 
‘ of Leicefter, he paying a tenth part of all the profits of fuch new na- 
‘ vigation into the king’s exchequer.’ \Fcedera, V. xix, p. 597.] It is 
noble and wife in princes to encourage inland as well as foreign naviga- 
tion, as greatly beneficial to commerce j but this condition annexed to 
the licence would be deemed fordid and difgraceful in our days. 

■The king renewed his former proclamations for prohibiting all dove- 
houfes, ftables, cellars, warehoufes, &c. except thofe of perfons of qua- 
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lity*, from being paved with ftone, brick, boards, fand, lime, or gravel, 
and inftead thereof, enjoining, that they be laid with mellow earth,, fit 
for the generation of the mine of faltpetre, fo abfolutely needful for the 
making of gunpowder. 

And by the next record ‘ he afliimed to himfelf the pre-emption of 

all faltpetre made in England, as alfo the monopoly of gunpowder 
‘ made thereof.’ 

More grants for exclufive or monopolizing offices in this fame year 
were, one ‘ for fearching and fealing all foreign hops;’ another ‘ for 
* viewing and weighing all hay and ftraw in loads or trulTes and one 
■ for branding and marking all butter calks. \F<zdera, F. xix, pp. Sot, 
603, 605, 606.] 

In this and the following year, 1635, Lord Baltimore fent fhips with 
people and provifions to fettle and cultivate his province of Maryland, 
the expenfe whereof amounted to at leaf; L4o,ooo *. 

1635 ^In the year 1635 the Dutch Eaft-Jndia company invaded and 

conquered the large ifland ofFormofa, near the Chinefe coaft, and ex- 
pelled the Portuguefe from thence ; yet we fhall fee that twenty-fix 
years after they were themfdv^ expelled thence by the Ghinefe, 

King Charles in a proclamation obferves, that to this time there hath 
been no certain intercourfe between the kingdoms of England and Scot- 
land, and he now commands his poftmafter of England for foreign parts 
to fettle a running pofl; or two, to run night and day, between Edin- 
burgh and London, to go thither and come back again in fix days, and 
to take with them all fiich letters as fhall be directed to any poll-town 
in or near that road ; and that bye-polls be placed at feveral places out 
of the road, to bring in and carry out the letters from and to Lincoln, 
Hull, and other places. The pollage was fixed at 2d the Angle letter, if 
under 80 miles ; ^.d, between 80 and 140 miles ; 6 d, if above 140 miles ; 
and upon the borders of Scotland and in Scotland %dj and in propor- 
tion for double letters and packets. The like rule alfo to be obferved 
to Wefl-Cheller, Holyhead, and thence to Ireland ; alfo to Plymouth, 
Exeter, -See. on the well road : and as foon as poffible the like convey- 
ance to be fettled for Oxford, Brillol, and other places on the road ; al- 
fo to Colcheller, Norwich, and divers other places on that road- The 
conveyances from London to Edinburgh, to Cheller and Holyhead, and 
to Plymouth and Exeter, were ordered to begin the firll week after 
Michaelmas next; twopence halfpenny per mile to be paid on the roads 
to the feveral pollmallers for every fingle horfe carrying the letters. No 
other meflengers nor foot-polls were permitted to carry any letters but 

^ The guardians of his fuccelTor, a minor, in a this fum, the intereft of which had never been re- 
petition to parliament in 1715 againft a bill for re- -ceived by any profits from thence* However that 
gulating the charter and proprietary governments might be, the province has been a fource of great 
h? America, flated Lord Baltimore’s expenfes at revenue to the family afterwards- 




tliofe employed by tbe king’s poftmafter-general, unlefs to fueb places 
Mrhither the king’s polls do not go, excepting common known carriejts, 
or meliengers particularly fent on purpofe,, or elfe a letter by a friend. 
[F^dera^ xix, p. 649.] 

Thus the increafe of England’s foreign commerce increafing her do- 
meflic commerce and correfpondence, rendered the extenlion of the 
poll-carriage of letters abfolutely requifite. It is indeed fomewhat 
Hrange, that trade having eren before this time got to a confiderable 
height, the above polls were not fooner ellablilhed. On the other hand,, 
it is pollible that King Charles’s neceflities might put him upon this ex- 
tenlion of poll-carriage fooner than otherwife might have happened. 
Since his time there have been polls eflablilhed on many more bye- 
roads, and fome very lately in our time ; and thofe to molt of our ma^ 
nufaduring towns, the two univerli ties, and to the king’s naval ports, 
have been extended to every week-day throughout the year, 

Portpatrick in Wigton-lhire being the nearefl part of Great Britain to 
Ireland, and the pier of it being deftroyed by the fea, a colledlion in 
the churches of Scotland and Ireland had been made for building a new 
one. As the moH convenient paflage to Ireland is from that port, and 
all the three kingdoms are thereby interelled in it, King Charles this 
year granted a brief for a colledbon to be made alfo in all the churches, 
of England for making that harbour a fafe retreat for Ihips and boats. 
[Fisdera, K xix, />. 651.] . 

• After the eaftern Tartars had for twenty years together haralled China 
with conllant war, they now fubdued and placed their own prince upon 
the throne of that populous and opulent empire, whofe poderity have 
feigned there to this prefent time. . 

This year the bank of Rotterdam fvas erefted, wherein bills of ex- 
change are paid in large money, and only 10 per cent paid in fchel- 
lings. 

This year is remarkable for King Charles’s molt memorable impoli- 
tion of fiiip-money for the enfuing year 163d on all the counties, cities, 
and towns, in England, by virtue of his own foie* prerogative. His pre- 
tence for this mod arbitrary and illegal impolition was, that the Dutch 
pretended a right to a free and undidurbed ddiery on his coads ; to 
which pretenlion they had been encouraged by the famous treatife in- 
ticled Mare Uhe?'um, pubiilhed by Grotius in 1612, though Grotius had 
not fo much as once mentioned the Dutch claim to the freedom of the 
filhery on our coads, being content with alTerting the freedom of fidi- 
ing on the fea in general ; yet, before King Charles and his miniders: 
would break with the Dutch, and openly vindicate by arms his claim 
to the fovereignty of the four feas, it was judged necefiary to fet Selden 
to write in fupport of the dominion of the fea ; he, being a great law- 
. yer, antiquary, and hidorian, was judged equal to the arduous talk 
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of anfwering fo great a man as Grotius. Mr. Selden had begun his 
work ill the reign of King James, probably upon the firft appearance 
of Grotius’s Mare liberum ; and, after many years intermiffion, he after- 
ward reviewed, altered, and enlarged it, as he himfelf relates, by com- 
mand of King Charles, to whom He dedicated it, when he pnbliihed it 
in this year;- under the title of Mare claufam. Sir William Beecher, one 
of the clerks of the council, by the king’s command, folemuly deliver- 
ed a copy of it to the barons of the exchequer in open court, who or- 
dered it to be placed among their records, where; it ftill remains- Iris 
not poffible to give in a fmall compafs a fummary of the Mare claufum: 
it is fufficient to obferyej’ that its arguments are drawn from old re- 
cords and precedents of the titles and claims of the Saxon and Norman 
kings, in times when there was little or no commerce or naval power 
exifting any \vhere: but in the Mediterranean fea ; times fo very differ- 
ent frorn. that wherein he wrote, when all the maritime nations of the 
weft and north had a maritime commerce and a naval force,, and when 
fuch claims ftrenuoufly afte'rted:by any one naval potentate might rea- • 
fonably, and perhaps; probably,, bring; on a confederacy of all the other 
potentates for r.eduGiiig^^thf.f one to tooderatiom - 

King Ghaides, 'bent pp bringing the Dutch to. acknowlege his fea 
dominion, had now, befides other naval armaments, built the greateft 
fhip of war that, had ever been feen ip England before, and gave it the,. - 
name of the Sovereign , of 96 gun^: and 1740 tons. And the better to ■ 
enable, him to fit out a fuperior fleet, he ordered his chancellor Coven- ■ 
try to iflue writs to the fheri§’4 of the feveral counties,, and to the magi- 
ftrates, &c. of feveral towns, ‘ for- afTefliBg and collecting money for fit- 
* ting out ftiips of war for foppreffing pirates and for . the guard of the ; 
‘ feas,’ The precept for the county and towns of Dorfetftiire being , 
given at large, it appears that- they were commanded, to procure and fit 
out a^fhip of 500 tons burden, with a commander and pQo failorSj with 
cannon, fmall arms, fpears? darts/ ammunition. See. anfwerable, and 
ftored with provifions, and double equipage, and all other neceflaries, 
for 26 weeks. at leaft.4 all which was to be paid and maintained at their 
own charge. 

Here follows the lift of all the fhips wdiich the- feveral counties of 
England: and Wales were commanded to fupply for the year 163d. 



Ship's^ 

'Tms. ■ 

Men, 

.Dorfetftiire “ - -r - • - 

- I' , 

500 

200 

Cornwall 

- I 

65,0 

260 

Eeicefterfhire - - 

- I ■ 

450 

180 

Middlefex (Weffminfter included) , - - - - - 

■ -.-I ■ 

550 ■ 

220 

Su&lk - -- ------ ----- 

- ■ I ' 

800 

320 

Huntingdon fhire 

Vol.TI 

1 ■ 
3 .^' 

200 

8 a 
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Buckinghamihire - - - - . - _ > _ . 

Bedfordaire - - - j ^ 

Berbyfiiire - - - - - _ . , , . . , 

Hertfordfhire - - ^ » _ _ t fnn 

Norfolk ' 

Cumberland and Weftmoreland, jointly - - - j loo 

Wilts , l°° 

Herefordfhire - - - - _ > t 

Monmoutlifliire - - - - - _ » _ . 

Shropihire. - , _ 

SurrJy , 

Hamplhire - - f‘° 

Warwickihire - - - 

Devonihire - ^ 

Kent - ’ 9 °° 

N'orthamptonfhire - - - - - _ . _ _ _ , 

Nottinghamfhire - 

Berks " " ^ 350 

oxon : : : : ' 400 

Rutlandfliire 

Briftolcity 

Gloucefterfhire - ' 

Cambridgefliire - 

Lincolnfliire" - ^ 

Somerfetfliire - _ _ - , 

Northumberland - 
Worcefterlhire 

Suflex -------.III" 

London city ~ ~ 1 

Durham . - ‘ ^.eachSoo 

Lancafhire - -- -- - 200 

Effex' ", I ^ 350 

South Wales - - - i 800 

North Wales - -- -i 500 

“ -V I 400 


180 
120 
140 
I bo 
320 

40 
24a 
80 
290 
i 5 o 
bo 
180 
I bo 
240 
I bo 
360 
320 
240 
140 
ibo 
140 
40 
80 
220 
140 
320 
320 
200 
I bo 
200 
320 
80 
140 
320 
200 
I bo 


* Total 44 11,500 8610 


expenfe of this arma- 
fliipcoft L8000, levied as follows: 

Walde^ ■ ". ■! II'" f " 

Colchefter . . ‘ . 

400 


Malden 

Harwich , . . 

All the reft of the county' . 


80 

20 

7380 

8cgo 
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This duty was repeated annually till 1639, valued at 

Lsoo.ooo per annum (fays the author of the Royal treafury of England, 
publiihed in odavo in 1625.) 

And bya later commiffion in this fameyear the king excufed thofe towns 
and counties which, by their lituation, could not fit out the fliips above 
fpecified wherewith they were charged, provided they paid their quotas 
in money. By a fubfequent commiffion he direded the officers of his 
navy to receive the quotas of money, and therewith to rig out, vidluai, 
and man, from the king’s yards and docks, a like fhip, or fhips. {Fa;dera,, 
V. xix, p. 697.] So that, after ilTuing a proclamation for reftraining all 
but his own fubjedts from fifliing on his coafts without his licence, he 
fent out a great fleet (in the year 1636) which attacked and difpeiTed. 
the Dutch fifliing fliips, fome of which they funk, and compelled the 
reft to retire into the Englifli harbours for ftielter : whereupon the Dutch 
agreed to pay King Charles L30,ooo * for permiffion to continue their 
fifliing for that fummer ; which, Rufhworth, \_CollecHons, V. ii, p. 322] fays, 
was actually paid, and the Dutch moreover teftified a willingnefs to pay 
a future yearly tribute for the like liberty. Yet De Witt in his Intereft 
of Holland (fpeaking of the bad curing of the herrings caught by the 
Englifli fifliing company, whereby they were rejedted at Dahtzic in the 
years 1637 and 1638, and which brought that company to nothing) 
acrimonioufly fubjoins thus ; ‘ whereupon the Englifli changed their 
‘ former claim upon the whole fiftiery for that of demanding the tenth 
‘ herring: which the diligent and frugal Hollanders reputed no lefs than 
‘ to fifli for, and pay tribute to, a flothful and prodigal people, for a 
‘ mere paflage along the coafts of England.’ 

King Charles diredled a fpecial commiffion for making the river Wey 
navigable from Guildford to the river Thames at Weybridge. It feems 
that river had been formerly navigable ; for this record obferves that 
it is now become unfit for carrying barges, boats, or veflels of any bur- 
den, for tranlporting commodities to and fimm Guildford : and the com- 
miffioners were thereby authorifed to fiirvey the river, and to inquire by 
what means it had become unfit for carrying barges, &c, [Feedera, V. 
xix, p, 686.] 

In Richlieu’s Political teftament we find that France even then 
abounded with the fineft and beft of manufadures : fuch (fays he) as 
the ferges of Chalons and of Chartres, which have fuperfeded thofe of 
Milan. The Turks prefer the French draps de fceau of Rouen be- 
fore all others, next to thofe of Venice, which are made of Spanifli wool. 
Such fine plufhes are made at Tours, that they are fent into Spain, Italy, 
&c. ; alfo fine plain taffeties. Red, purple, and fpotted velvets, finer than 
at Genoa, France is the only place for filk ferges. Mohair (camblet) 

. * ^ Not 3O1OOO florins, as jRapiix ha^s it. 

^ ■ 3C2 



is made as good kere as in England: ; and the bed: Cloth of gold, Hnar 
and cheaper than in Italy. 

King Charles, by proclamation, prohibited the importation of foreign 
purles, cut-works, or bone-laces, or of any commodities laced or edged 
therewith. This he declared to' be at the requeft and for the benefit of 
the makers of thofe goods in London and ether parts of the realm, now 
brought to great want and necedity , occafioned by the great import- 
ation of thofe foreign wares': to prevent which for the future, he ap- 
pointed the Englifli-made goods • to be fealed of haarked. [E^Mera, V, 

px, . ‘/ ' h 

Another of his-proclafnations prohibits “the importation of fahy fort 
of glafs froth foreign parts. It feems that King JamOs, in the ■£3tli year 
of his reign, had prohibited the making of glafs with wood-firing, for 
the better prefervation of timber, and alfo prohibited the importation of 
■foreign glafs,- Yet (fays King Charles) ill-minded perfons, to -the pre- 
‘ judice of our own glafs works, having pfefumed to import foreign 
‘ glafs, we now ftriclly prohibit the lame during the term granted by 
‘ King James to Sir Kobert Manfell, for the foie making of glafs ; he 
‘ having, by his indufiry, and gre&t expenfe, perfedted that manufaclure 
' with fea-coal or pit-coal ; whereby not only the-yvoods and timber of 
‘ this kingdom are greatly preferved, but the making of hll kinds of 
glafs is eftablilhed here, to the faving bf much treafur'C at home, and 
* the employment of great numbers of on-r people ; .and our fubjedis are 
■ ^ now furnifhed, with glafs at lar ipore moderate prices than they were 
‘ when brought from foreign parts.’ Yet the.king permits Sir Robert 
Manfell to import fuch glalies from Venice, Morana, or other parts of 
Italy, as he Ihould thihk fit, for fpeciafufes and fervices. [F<xdera, V, 
six, p, 693.] This permiflion donbtlefs related to the fine Venetian flint 
glalies for drinking, the making of which.in England was not brought 
,to perfedlion till the reign of Willmm 'III. 

He alfo gave a patent for fourteen years for making wines from dried 
grapes or raifins, which the patentee by his travels in foreign, parts had 
learned; which wines had behn approved of by all fuch as have ufed 
.them, to, be moll wholefome and good, and will keep for fea voyages : 
the patentee paying 40/" yearly into theMng’s exchequer. {^Fce-dera, V. six, 

, We have a proclamation ‘ prohibiting any coin, plate, or bullion, 
from being ufed in making gold and filver thread, copper-gilt or fil- 
‘ vered, gold or filver foliate, purles, o-ires, Ipangles, wire, and fuch other 
‘ manufaclures, except what fliall be imported from foreign parts, or 
‘ which fhall arife from the famfe works and manufadlures being rnelted 
‘ again ; and that none of the current gold and filver coins of this realm 
be hereafter molten down by any reiser, goldfmith. Sec. And that 
‘-all gold and filver hereafter to be employed in the faid manufadlures 


be provided, prepared, and difgroiTed by fucli perfons only as we {ball 
‘ affign, and by none others ; and which fliall be by them fold and de- 
‘ live red to all perfons who fhall ufe the fame, according to fuch iland- 
‘ ards, and at fuch rates and prices as we fliall limit, and at fuch places 
‘ in London as our commiffioners fhall affign. And none fliall make 
‘ the faid wares but fuch as fhall be by them authorized: and a flamp 
‘ to be put on all the faid ihanufadures \Fcedera, V. xix, p. 718.] 

The king, in a proclamation, complained that the great number of 
diackney coaches lately kept in London and Weftmiiifler and their fub- 
urbs, and the general and promiscuous ufe of coaches there, were not 
only a great diilurbance to his majeily, his deareil confort the queen, 
the nobility , and others of place and degree, in their paffage through the 
flreets, but the flreets therafelves were fo peftered, and the pavements 
To broken up, that the common paflage.was thereby hindered and made 
•dangerous, and the pricef of hay and provender, &c. thereby made ex- 
heeding dehr: wherefor he cdmn^inded that no hackney or hired 
coaches fliould be ufed in London, Weflmiiifler, or the'fuburbs there- 
of, except they be to travel at leafl: three miles out of the fame; and alfo 
■that no perfon fliould go in a coach in the flreets, except the owner of 
the coach fhall coiiflantly keep up four able horfes for our fervice when 
required. \pFcsdera^Y,x\x, p. 

Hiftorians tell us (for which we ackhowlege we have no other more 
authentic ahthhrity) that King Charles I, in the i 5th year of his reign, 
granted a licence to the French to cure and dry their fifli on the ifland 
^of Newfoundland in confidefation of an annual tribute of 5 per cent': 
yet even this conceffion was better than that ftipulated by the treaty 
•of Utrecht, which allowed that iil-judged privilege to France, with- 
out any ■■'conflderation at al. . 

The king ordained twopence, fo be advanced on every fliilling paid 
•to the reelers^ 8tc. of wnollen yarn. He alfo appointed an officer to 
fearch, furvey, and feal, the reebftaff in every county, and to regiftcr the 
names of the owners of ea'ch reel in a book ; which reefe fhould be all of 
■one uniform *fize, whereby the goodnefs or badnefs of yarn would be 
^eafily known. ;^^i^dera,V. -£\x, p. 

In the fame year he iffued a commilHon for the repair of Dover pier, 
lately damaged by the fea ; for which end he laid an additional duty of 
twelvepence on every packet of goods fhipped thence by merchint- 
flrangers, to continue for three years. \Fcedera, V. xix, p. 730.] That 
pier is direfted to be farther .repaired by cap. v. of the nth and 12th 
of King William, and by the 7th flatue of the 2d and 3d of Queen 
Anne. 

^ jJhus almoft every proclamation, order, or inclinable to increafe, rather than to be obliged to 
grant, relating to 'manufadures, new inventions, call a parliament for that end, -lince they would 
&c. had a principal regard to the augmentation of ftill probably perfift, as before, to have nation-a! 
the king’s revenue, which at any rate he feemed grievances go hand in hand with fuppiies. 
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Private copper farthings, or tokens, as they were then called, being fliH 
ufed in retail bufinefs, King Charles ilTued a proclamation forbidding 
the currency of them, and ordering that none be ufed but thofe for- 
merly iffiied by his father’s authority. 

Guadaloupe, one of the largeft of the Caribbee iflands, was now fet- 
tled on by the French. According to the French author of the Hiftory 
of the Caribbee iflands, it is one of the mofl flourifhing of them. He 
fays that the French in that ifland ufed the plough, a thing not to be 
feen in any of the other ifles ; and after the plough, it bears rice, Tur- 
key-wheat, cafTavia-root, potatoes ; and in fome parts, ginger and fugar- 
canes, with great increafe. 

The French from St. Chriflophers in this fame year firft planted Marti- 
nico, where they found many native Caribs, with whom at firft they lived 
peaceably, but had afterward fierce war with them, till they drove 
them into inaccefiible rocky places and mountains. The French inha- 
bitants were, (in 1658) 10,000 in number, and the Indians and ne- 
groes as many more. It is the largeft of all the Caribbee ifles, and is 
forty-five leagues in circuit. Though at firft, like the other ifles, they 
chiefly planted tobacco and cotton, yet now (1658) it produced 10,000 
hogflieads of fugar, befide ginger, pimento, cocoa, caffia, &c. Here 
the governor-general of all the French Caribbee iflands refides to this 
day. It is now fo fruitful and populous as to be faid to have a militia 
of 10,000 men or more, and 60,000 negros : being ilfo finely furnifti- 
ed with rivers, fprings, and harbours, and moft excellent fruits, vaft 
quantities of fugar, melafles, coffee, cotton, indigo, ginger, &c. 

In the fame year. Colonel Jackfon, with a number of Englifti fliips 
from pur Leeward iflands, landed on Jamaica, and with only 500 men 
attacked the fort of St. Jago de la Vega, with 2000 Spaniards in it, 
which, with the city, they took and facked, with the lofs of forty men 
only ; then they re-embarked, after receiving a ranfom for forbearing 
») burn it. 

About this time the French firft planted on the ifle of Cayenne, over 
againft a river of the fame name on the coaft of Guiana, from whence, 
however, they were feveral times driven out by the Dutch ; but the 
French finally retook it in 1676, and have held it ever fince. It is 
about feventeen leagues in compals. Here they have fundry fugar 
plantations. They have fince fettled on the continent over againft Gay- 
ane. 

We cannot be quite pofitive whether the French did not about this 
time fettle on the great river of Niger, otherwife called Senegal river, on 
the weft coaft of Africa, where the beft gum Senegal is produced, but 
we imagine from fome circumftances that it was nearly at this time *. 

* The learned De Gmgnes datp thej&y? fetdement of the French aj Senegal in 1364 or i«6r. 
l^Mmoires de Litter ature^ V* xxxvif, $ 1 % 5 ^ 50 *} M* 
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In the fame year, a very rich lead mine, in which was faid to be 
much filver, was difcovered in Swedifh Lapland, near the town of Pi- 
tha, at the head of the Bothnic gulf. * 

1636 — ^The king made a new regulation of the colony of Virginia, 
whereby ‘ he appointed Sir John Harvey to be continued governor 
‘ thereof ; and empowered him and any three of his council to appoint 
‘ a commiffion for. enlarging its limits, and for finding out what trades 
‘ may be mofl; neceflary to be undertaken for the benefit of the colo- 
‘ ny ; alfo to fend out forces for fubduing the Indians, and to make 
‘ war or peace, as may beft fuit the fafety of the colony and our ho- 
^ nour. That in cafe of the governor’s death, or his neceflary abfence 
‘ (not to be allowed by lefs than four of the council there), one of the 

* council to be appointed by the reft fhall sl&. in his flead j the gover- 
‘ nor and council to be fubordinate, fubjed, and obedient to the lords 
‘ commiflioners and committees here for our plantations, touching the 

* prefent government of that colony, to whom as well as to us the go- 
' vernor fhall, on the death of any member of the council, give notice 
‘ thereof, that we may appoint another in his flead.’ [^Feeder a, V, xx, 

P' 3‘1 3 

As thefe regulations are in the main the fame by which the colonies 
called. regal, or fuch as are immediately under the crown, are Hill go- 
verned, they are for that reafon here exhibited, being the firfl: eftablifh- 
ment thereof in that manner. 

‘ King Charles commiffioned a number of lords and gentlemen to 
‘ enable William Sandys, Efq. to make the river Avon navigable 
‘ for boats and barges, from its jundion with the river Severn near 
‘ Tewkfbury to the city of Coventry ; and alfo the river Team,, on the 

* weft fide of the Severn towards Ludlow.’ [Fisdera, V. xx, 6.] 

The king renewed a proclamation of theyth year of his father’s reign, 

prohibiting all perfons, not his natural-born fubjeds, from fifhing on the 
coafts and Teas of Great Britain and Ireland wdthout a fpecial licence 
firft obtained from his majefty. ‘ And by thefe prefents we make pub- 
‘ lie declaration, that our refolution is, at times convenient, to .keep 
‘ fuch a competent ftrength of {hipping upon our feas as may by God’s 
‘ blefling be fufheient both to hinder fuch farther encroachments upon 
^ our regalities, and to aflift and proted thofe our good friends and al- 
' : lies who fhall henceforth, by virtue of our licences to be firft obtain- 
‘ ed, endeavour to take the benefit of fifhing upon our coafts and feas 
‘ in the places accuftomed.’ He alfo confirmed another proclamation 
of the 17th year of King James, prohibiting the importation of whale- 
fins by any but the Ruffia company. And he now direds, for the en- 
couragement of that company and the increafe of navigation, that none,, 
whether natives or foreigners, fhall import any whale-fins or . whale-oil, 
but the faid company only, and this in their joint-ftock capacity alone 
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jn refped to tlie whale fifliery, under pain of forfeiting, &g. \Fader<i; 
r. XX, />/. 15, i6.] 

King Charles again regulated the clock-reel or reel-ilafF for woollen 
■yarn, by enjoining one uniform dimenfion for it^ Healfoenjoined, .. 
that there be only one weight and one meafure for every commodity 
to be bought or fold throughout the kingdom, and .that his clerk of the 
market for his ho ufehold ihould have the overfeeing and examination 
of all weights and meafures ; for which confideration the king hereby 
appoints certain fees to be paid to him {F^edera, V: xx, p. 41 J 

A commiffion was iflued for inquiring into and preventing encroach- 
ments on the river Thames by ladders, flairs, trap-doors, &c. fronr" 
whence rubbifh and dirt were ufually thrown into it, to the great de- 
triment of its navigation. Alfo another for compounding with fuch as ■ 
had been guilty of importing, felling, or ufing, a falfe dying wood called 
logwood, blockwood, or Campefea wood (Gampechy wood), contrary to ■ 
two flatutes of the 23d and 39th of C^een Elizabeth ; and for punifh- 
ing fuch as fhould hereafter be found guilty in this refpedt. [FaderO-,,,- 


r, XX, />p. 47, 52.]_ 

In a new commiffion for levying ffiip-money, the quotas payable by 
London, Middlefex, and Northumberland, were fomewhat lightened, and 
thofe of Cumberland and Weftmoreland a little enlarged. [Ftzdera, 
r. XX, 56, 74.] _ . 

In the fame, year King Charles granted a patent to the Lord Mai-, 
travers and Sir Francis Crane for the foie coinage of copper or brafs 
farthings ; and, purfuant to an order of the flar-charaber, of the year- 
1634, it was now provided, that the faid brafs farthings ihould not be 
forced upon poor labourers in payment, they having formerly been, 
compelled to take, all or mofl of their wages in fuch farthings from de- 
igning men, who had bought up great quantities of them at a low rate. 
Silver (fays Rufhworth) was fo fcarce and gold fo plenty at this time, 
that when cattle were fold in Smithfield, they commonly bargained to 
be paid in filver and not in gold, infomuch that twopence or more was. 
ufually given for exchanging a twenty fhilling piece into filver, although 
the gold was full weight. 

The king appointed commiffioners to compound "with the tranfgref- 
fors of the laws made againft deftroyers of timber trees and woods in, 
melting and forging iron. [Fisdera, V. xx, p. 68.] 

The king iflued a monopolizing proclamation, that none ffiould buy 
any ballaft out of the river Thames but a perfon appointed by him for 
that purpofe. And having already monopolized all the faltpetre and 

^ ^18 antient officer had formerly great power, ' this day nothiog‘'has been effeftually done for re- 
■yrhicffi was^ generally abufed, to the great oppreffion duciag all merchandize to one weight or meafure, 
of the lubjeft, yvherefor that office is long fince fo obvioufly couTcnient throughout Great Britain 
jultljr mdUuie» It is fomewhat ilrange that to and Ireland, 4 
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gunpowder, he now appointed a commiflion for receiving of his two 
gunpowder-makers all the powder they fhould make at per pound 
weight, and for again felling the fame out to his fubjeds at fuch prices 
as the commiffioners fliould from time to time fix. 

In this commiffion we find the king was not able to carry on this 
monopoly without the importation of faltpetre from foreign parts, there 
not being enough produced in England for the manufadure of all the 
gunpowder requifite for his and his fubjeds ufe. He alfo prohibited the 
importation of foreign gunpowder; and direded that his officers fhould 
not take above \f 6 per pound for gunpowder fold out to his fubjeds, 
and that no retailers of it to whom it is thus fold fhould fell it again for 
above 1/8 in London, and 1/8 4- per pound in the country, if diftant 
thirty miles or more from London. \Fssdera, V. xx, pp. 93, 96, 107.] 

A malt and brewing monopoly was eftablifhed on pretence of re- 
ffraining the exceflive number of common maltfters, by means of whom 
not only a greater confumption and wafte of barley was occafioned, but 
alfo fundry abufes in the bad making of malt : likewife for reffraining 
the great number of innkeepers and viduallers, who take upon them to 
brew ale and beer, which they fell by retail, and make too ftrong and 
heady, ferving for drunkennefs and excefs; and thenceforth the king 
was to appoint, in fit places throughout the realm, a competent number 
of maltfters and common brewers to be incorporated, under fuch fines 
and yearly payments to us as fhould be thought meet. \Feedera, V. xx, 
p. 102.] 

King Charles contradfed with John Crane, Efq. furveyor-general, for 
vidualling his navy, nearly in the form of the contracff for the like pur- 
pofe already related under the year 1622. Mr. Crane was to be allow- 
ed for failors in harbour 7-tJ per day for their provifions, and when at 
fea ^^d per day. {Fa^dera, V. xx, p. 103.] 

King Charles incorporated all the tradefmen and artificers inhabiting 
fuch places in the city of London as are exempted from the freedom 
thereof, as alfo thofe in the outparts of Weftminfter and Middlefex, 
within three miles of the faid city of London; thereby alfo excluding 
for the future all fuch as have not ferved feven years to their refpedlive 
occupations, as well as all foreigners, from pradtifing their refpedtive 
trades. The pretences, fcarcely plaufible, for this moft extraordinary 
corporation, as in this proclamation, were, ‘ in order to prevent thofe 
‘ places from being peftered with inmates, and alfo to prevent the pre- 
‘ judice done to fuch as were freemen of London, and for the more or- 
- derly difpofing of trade and tradefmen^’ \Foederat V. xx,p. 113.J But 
although no payments into his exchequer are mentioned, it feems rea- 
fonable enough to fufpedt that he was thereby laying a foundation for 
fome fuch tax. 

VoL. II. 3 D 
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In a lift of offices beftowed in this 1 2th year of King Charles’s reign, 
there is one for the office of clerk and keeper of all the king’s ftores 
and ftorehoufes at Deptford, Chatham, Portfinouth, and elfewhere, for 
his Majefty’s ftiips and navy. \Fcedera, V. xx, p. 126.] It feems pro- 
bable that neither Plymouth, Sheernefs, nor Woolwich, had then royal 
docks and ftorehoufes, otherwife it ftiould feem they would have been 
named in that grant, the words and elfewhere feeming to be merely ex- 
pletive. 

By this time the Dutch Weft-India company had reduced the greateft 
part of the coaft of Bralil, having (according to Voltaire’s General hiftory 
of Europe, chap, xi.) in the fpace of thirteen years fent thither 1 800 ftiips 
for war and commerce (others fay but 800), which were valued at four 
millions and an half fterling ; and had in that Ipace taken from Spain, 
then fovereign of Portugal, 545 veflels. That company, in this year, 
1636, fent thither Prince Maurice as governor-general, and while he 
remained there, which was eight years, their affairs in general profper- 
ed well enough : but yet their firft declenfion in Brafil may be dated 
from the Portuguefe ihaking off the Spanifli yoke in the year 1640, 
foon after which remarkable revolution they gradually gained ground 
of the Dutch in Brafil, from whence we ftiall fee them entirely expelled 
in the year 1654. 

The Spaniards having poffeffed themfelves of the two fmall iftes of 
St. Marguerite and St. Honorate, on the coaft of Provence, in the year 
i 635> whereby they greatly annoyed that coaft, the French now fitted 
out forty-two ftiips at Rochelle, which were joined in the Mediterranean 
by twenty-four galleys, the whole commanded by the count de Har- 
court, who, on the coaft of Italy, near Monaco, attacked the joint fleets 
of Spain, Sicily, Naples, and Florence, and obtained a complete vidory 
(fays Morifot in his Orbis maritimus), finking their beft Chips, and put- 
ting the reft to flight. Thence they went and ravaged the ifland of Sar- 
dinia. . ’ 

Moreover, Cardinal Richlieu, the French prime-minifter and diredor- 
general of the marine, confidering how much France lay open to the 
attacks and infults of England for want of a maritime force,, had for 
fome years been preparing all the ftiips he could either purchafe from 
beyond fea, or colled from all the French ports of the Ocean and Me- 
diterranean, and had now got together what the judicious author of an. 
excellent pamphlet, publifiied in 1695,, named, Confiderations requir- 
ing greater care for trade in England, cajls France’s firft line of battle, 
confining of upw;ards of fifty ftiips and twenty galleys ; with which force 
France recovered the two iflands above mentioned, after vanquiftiing 
the Spnifh fleet, and taking five largeBpanifliThips, twenty-two galleys, 
and eighteen fmaller veffels. 
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1637.— This was properly the firft time that France besjan to {hew a 
fup riority over Spain at fea, as (he had before done ar land : and after- 
wards Richlieu went on deftroying the re ' ains of Spain’s naval ftrength, 
till at length it was reduced to the loweft ebb. 

Count Maurice of NafTau, the Dutch Weft-India company’s governor- 
general in B.afiV, took another fortrefs frovn the Spaniards : and fome 
of that company’s fhips failed from thence to the coaft of Guinea, and, 
made taepafelves maliers of the famous caftle of _St. George del Mina, 
the principal Portuguefe fort of all that coaft, which they have kept to 
this day, as‘alfo of feveral other leffer forts there. By thefe conquefts 
on the Guinea coaft the Dutch were fupplied at firft hand with negroes 
for carrying on their fugar plantations, &c. in Braiil. 

King Charles iftued a proclamation, importing, ‘that being inform- 

‘ ed that numbers of his fubjeds are every year tranfporting themfelves 
‘ and families, with their eftates, to the Englilh plantations in America, 

‘ amongft whom there are many idle and refradory humours, whole 
‘ only or principal end is to live as much as they can without the reach 
‘ of authority the king thereby commands all the officers of the fe- 
veral ports that they do not hereafter permit any perfons being fubfidy- 
men (i. e. payers of the ufual fubfidies) to e nbark themfelves thither, 
without a licence from the commiffioners for plantations ; nor none un- 
der the value of fubfidy-men, without a certificate of his having taken, 
the oaths of fupremacy and allegiance, and likewife, from the minifter 
of the parifh, of his converfation, and conformity to the orders and dif 
cipline of the church of Engiand. This was levelled againft the puri- 
tans, then going in great numbers to New-England to avoid perfecution 
at home : and a better fample needs not to be dcfi.-ed of the wildom of 
this king and his minifters. [F^dera, V. xx, p. 143 ] 

Some of the Englilh Eaft-lndia company’s Ihips having in the year 
1634 touched at Goa, the capital of the Portuguefe polTeffions in India, 
they were kindly treated by the viceroy there, with whom the Englilh 
coniciuded a truce, and alfo a free trade, not only thither, but to C una 
and all other parts where the Portuguefe were lettfed in India ; where- 
upon, in the following year (1635), King Charles^ gra.ited a licence to 
Captain John Weddell, &c. with fix flnps, to make a Vviyage to Goa 
anJ the coaft of Malabar and aliO to the coafts of China and Japan, 
there to trade in fuch commodit.es as tney could fo the bcft advantage 
fo" tUemfelves and all other his fu- jectafor the futur, : ‘ bur the Eaft- 
‘ India cumpanv having neither planted n r le. cieu a trade in 1110^6 
*' ‘ parts as we expected, nor made inch ioriificatioiis an 1 1 :ces of llirety 

‘ as might encourage any heieafter to adventure to trade thit ler ; ei- 
‘ ther have we received any annual ben fit rroni thence as odier pr nces 
‘ do, by reafon of toe iaid coaipany’s ne^Lci to roruty, timy na /mg 
‘ merely puriued their own preient jjmfii., wit^mut p^o . tciuig, any Ifecty 
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‘ or fettlednefs for eftablifhing of traffic in the faid Indies for the good 
‘ of pollerity ; whereas the Portuguefe and Dutch had both planted 
‘ and fortified, and alfo eftabliflied a lafting and hopeful trade there, 
‘ for the good of pofterity ; by the advantage whereof they had not on- 
‘ ly rendered our people there fubjed; to their infolences, but had in a 
‘ manner worked them out of the trade, which we find by the com- 
‘ plaint of divers adventurers in that fociety, and principally by the 
‘ dayly decreafe of our cuftoms for imports from India, owing to the 
‘ faid company’s fupine negled of difcovery, and fettling trade to divers 
‘ parts, when they had a plentiful ftock and fair opportunities to ef- 
‘ fed it.’ 

And as all the attempts for a north-weft paflage to Eaft-India have 
hitherto proved unfuccefsful, which, however, we believe might be per- 
formed from Japan, north-eaft to the north of California, on the back 
fide of America, in about forty degrees north latitude, and fo to coaft 
along northwards, eaftward, and weftward, as the land will give way, 
to fixty-four degrees northward, where it was left undifcovered by Sir 
Thomas Button, Captain Luke Fox, and others, to come through the 
ftraits of Hudfon in the Weftern or Atlantic fea. The king, in the faid 
grant- of 1635, direded that the grantees ffiould, from the fea of China, 
Japan, or elfewhere, fend one of their fliips, well furniflied and manned, 
to attempt that difcovery ; allotting them half the cuftoms and other 
benefits that fhould arife from all fuch new difcoveries as fhould be 
made, referving to himfelf the other half, with the fovereignty of the 
eountries. The king next prefcribes the rules and government of thofe 
Ihips and people in the voyage to and from India, China, and Japan, 
and on land there. He grants them the ufe of a new common feal, 
and to all intents makes them a feparate company for the Eaft-India 
trade > diredling the old company, their agents and fervants, not to mo- 
left them in their Eaft-India commerce. 

The perfons who fet on foot this new company v'ere. Sir William 
Courten, Sir Paul Pindar, &c. ; but the king himfelf, as he therein de- 
clares, and Endymion Porter, a groom of his bed-chamber, had ihares 
therein jointly with them and Weddell, &c. In this year, 1637, there- 
for, the king confirmed their privileges (the Ihips being already gone 
on their voyage) as to all places in India where the old company had 
not fettled any fadories nor trade before the 12th of December 1635, 
but without prejudice to the old company in other refpeds. This new 
company’s grant of trade and privileges was to laft for five years, during 
which time they might annually re-export what India goods they Ihould 
bring home, and might in that cafe draw back the entire cuftoms paid 
on their importation. Moreover, during the faid five years, they might 
export L40 ,ooo to India in gold and filver bullion, paying to the king 
Li : 10 per cent for that privilege : and they might alfo, during the 
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faid term, admit any others to Be partners with them in this adven- 
ture*. [Madera, F. xx, p. r46.] 

On this voyage to India Sir William Courten’s fhips made a fmall’ 
fettlement on the great ille of Madagafcar, which was foon after ruined’ 
by the old Eaft-India company f . 

The king ifiued a freih proclamation concerning malt and brewing, 
wherein he exprefsly enjoins, that for the fake of the poorer fort of his 
people, whofe ufual bread was barley, as well as for the reafons affigned: 
in his proclamation of the preceding year, already recited, the common 
raaltflers in every county be incorporated, and none of them ihall fol- 
low any other calling; alfo, that no maltfler fhall be a brewer or 
cooper at the fame time ; and that common maltfters and common brew- 
ers ihall only pradife their trades in fuch places as iliall be affigned 
by the king and council,- and none but fuch to pradife any where. No- 
innkeeper, alehoufe-keeper, nor vidualer, fhall brew the drink they re- 
tail, unlefs there be no common brewer in or near the place where they 
live ; which rellridions were not, however, to extend to the city of 
London, nor within four miles of it. {FaderayV.xx^p.i^jF^ 

We have feen King Charles’s proclamation for the reftraint of hack- 
ney and other coaches under the year 1635 ; we fhall now fee him in a 
contrary drain in his fpecial commiffion to the marquis of Hamilton,: 
his mafter of the horfe, viz. ‘ that we, finding it very requifite for our 
‘ nobility and gentry, as well as for foreign ambaffadors, ftrangers, and 
‘ others, that there fhould be a competent number of hackney coaches 
‘ allowed for fuch ufes, have, by the advice of our privy council, thought 
‘ fit to allow fifty hackney coachmen in and about London and Weft- 
‘ minder, limiting them not to keep above twelve horfes apiece ; ald> 

‘ fo many others in other places in England as fhall be neceffary. . We 
‘ therefor grant to you, during your life, the power and authority ta 
‘ licence fifty hackney coachmen, who fhall keep no more than twelve 
‘ good horfes each for their coaches refpedively. You alfo hereby have 
‘ power to licence fo many in other cities and towns of England as in 
' your wifdom fhall be thought neceffary, with power to reftrain and 

* Sir William Gourteiiywhohad tlielargefl fliarc and the Dutch in 1662,. fatisfaclibn was ftlpulatcd ^ 
in this adventure, died before this firH voyage v/as to be made by the Dutch Eall-India company for. 
completed, and his fon William Courten was by the two fhips ; yet, fo late as the year 1682, wc 
the king in this lafl grant fubftituted in his father’s ftiii find complaints in print on this point ; fo that 
place : and he has left in print fundry large ac-. probably no redrefs was ever obtained of the Dutch 
counts of his great Ioffes by this adventure, a- Eafl-India company for thofe damages. To fay 
mQunting..to the f urn of Li 5 1,612, occafioned by the truth, the fcheme of this new Englifli com- 
the feizure of their two rich fhips, and the de- pany was an inic][uitous one againft the old com- 
flrudion of their faclories in India by , the Dutch ; pany, whofe charters were doubtlefs entirely ex « 
which made much clamour both before and after chifive of alL others. 

the reftoration of King .Charles II, many pam- f Ah extradl from he manufcript journal of 
phlets being publifhed to fhew the great damage this voyage, containing the tranfadions in the ri- 
done to hundreds of families, creditors of Courten ver of Canton, is publifhed by Sir George Staim- 
and Pinejar. In the treaty between Eing Charles II tonJn his AccoutU of m mlqjjj to Chipia, c. i. - 


' prohibit all others from keeping any hackney coach to let to hire ei- 
‘ ther in l.ondon or elfewhere ; alfo to prefcribe rules and orders con- 

* cerning the dayly prices of the laid licenced hackney coachmen to be 

* by them taken for our own particular fervice and in their employ- 
‘ ment for our fubjefis, provided fuch orders be firfl allowed by us un- 
der our royal hand.’ {Feeder V. xx, p, 195.] By allowing each of rhefe 
fifty coachmen twelve horfes, it is plain there might be, and mof! pro- 
bably were, many more than fifty coaches kept by them, polEbiy even 
as far as three hundred in number. 

The king, by proclamation, ordered the pigs and bars of iron made in 
England to be marked by his furveyors of the iron-works, to prevent 
the fale of bad iron ; and that iron was not to be exported without the 
king’s licence under pain of forfeiture, &c. Thofe furveyors were alfb 
empow’ered to enter any woods that were felled, cut, or coarded, to be 
converted into coal for making of iron, whereby it might appear of 
what condition thofe woods were that fhould be employed that way, 
and that they be not cut down contrary to law. {Foedera, V. xx, p. i6i.] 
A very proper regulation if rightly executed. 

A propofal being made to the king for the better working of lead 
mines in Wales, fo as to extradl more filver chei-efrom than hitherto the 
miners there have had Ikill to do, in order to coin money therefrom : 
the king therefor eredted a mint at the caftle of Aberiflwith in Gardi- 
ganlhire, and appointed the propofer, Thomas Bufhell, to be warden 
thereof; who on his part covenanted with the king to coin five differ- 
ent filver coins there, viz. half-crowns, (hillings, fixpences, twopences, 
and pence, at the rate of fixty-two {hillings in the pound troy, which 
fhould contain eleven ounces and two penny-weight of fine filver, and 
eighteen penny-weight allay, which is the old right ftandard of the mo- 
nies of filver in England. But two fhillings out of every pound weight 
of coined filver were to be retained at the mint, viz. fourteenpence for 
the charges, and tenpence for the king ; fo that there fhould only be 
delivered out to the owner three pounds by tale. The money to have 
the feathers ftaraped on both fides of it, to fbew that it was coined in 
Wales. [Foedern, V. xx, p. 163 ] 

King Charles again diredted {hi| -money to be levied for the fervice 
of the year 1638. The number ox fhips, tonnage, and men, the fame 
as in *-be preceding year. {Foedera^ xx, p. 169.] 

On account of hoftility commiited by a fhip of Rotterdam on fome 
Englifn fhips in the year 1630, the king now granted the fufferers let- 
ters of repriial againfi: all Dutch fhips, they bemg bound to render an 
account of their prizes to the adraira ty. {Fcedera^ K xx, p- i ~i.] 

After all the exclufive powers, &c. which King Charles had granted 
to his foa'p company in W(tflmin^er, he found himfeif now obliged to 
recall them all. But, in their ftead, he ere( 3 ;ed another new exclufive 


ibap company, within the city of London, equally illegal, having the 
lord mayor, Edward Bromfield, Efq. at their head ; whereby he pro- 
hibits all others throughout England, but fuch as lhall be free of this 
new corporation, from making foap, or buying pot-afhes, excepting Sir 
Richard Wefton, and feveral foap-makers of Briflol, Bridgewater, Ex- 
eter, Somerfet, Dorfet, Devon, and Cornwall, who had licences to make 
limited quantities and forts of foap ; for which they probably gave due 
fatisfadion. The Weflminfter company previoufly refigned their char- 
ter into the king’s hands. [FWrra, F. XX, i8i.] 

King Charles gave a fpecial commiffion to Robert earl of Warwick, 
his agents and affociates, to fit out ‘ as many armed {hips as he fhould 
‘ judge proper, at his and their cofts, for an undertaking tending to the 
‘ advancement of our fervice and revenue, and the enlargement of our 
‘ territories in the Weft-Indies, and to the public honour of the na- 

* tion ; and to affail, take, burn, or otherwife deftroy, any carracks, 

‘ fhips, galleys, &c. in thofe feas, or any where elfe, where the free na- 

* vigation, trade, or commerce of any of our fubjeds is or fhall be de- 

* nied, or adually intercepted, or oppofed in any kind; (faving the 
’ carracks, Ihips, &c. of all princes and ftates keeping league and amity 
‘ with us, and not denying or adually interrupting, &c. the free navi- 
‘ gation in the feas aforefaid.) Impowering the faid earl and his ailb- 
‘ ciates, in hoftile manner, by force of arms, ftratagem, or other policy 
‘ of war, to invade, furprize, vanquifh, retain, pofTefs, and keep to our 
‘ life, airy lands, iflands, cities, caftles, or other parts within the con- 
‘ tinent or iflands of America, or elfewhere, which he fhall any way 
‘ bring under his power; and therein to plant, inhabit, and fortify, or 
‘ elfe to demolifh and deftroy the fame ; and to take to his ufe all the 
‘ ammunition, goods, and treafure, found therein, &c.’ [Fasdera, V. xx, 
p. i86 ] 

Every one may fee that this private expedition was intended againft the. 
Spanifh Weft-Indies. For although there was then peace between Eng- 
land and Spain in Europe, yet there had never been any proper treaty of 
peace between the two nations, relating to the Weft-Indies, or other parts 
of America, wherein the pretenfions of the crown of Spain ran ftiil lo high 
as to claim the abfolute fovereignty. And that very wild and arbitrary 
claim gave a reafonable handle to other maritime nations to get ’poilef- 
fion of as much as they could of thofe undetermined territories : where- 
as, if Spain had made treaties with England and France, for afcertain- 
ing the dift iadt property of each nation there, fhe might at this day 
have d'e. vcd her claim to fome parts thereof, which the feeblenefs of 
tha-T r ■•v.aicby in fucceeding times obliged her to give up. This in- 
tended expedition, however, probably did not fucceed, or rather, per- 
h.. -•« did not take place, fince nolle of our naval hiftorians nor voyagers 
make any mention of it at all. 
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The king gave a patent to Thomas earl of Berkfliire, for the foie ufe 
of his newly invented kiln for drying malt and hops, with fea-coal, turf, 
peat, or any other cheap fuel ; with power to him to compound for a 
fum of money to be paid by fuch as fhall defire to ufe his invention. 
■\Fisdera,V. igi.'] 

Private letter carriers between England and France were ftill in ufe, 
notwitfianding King Charles’s proclamation in 1636, and alfo King 
Louis’s in the fame year, both prohibiting the fame. In confequence 
of an agreement between thofe two princes, the route of the public 
pofts was from Dover to Calais, and thence to Paris by Bologne, Abbe- 
ville, and Amiens ; whereas the private pofts failed from Rye to Dieppe, 
and thence to Paris. Wherefor King Charles, by proclamation, prohi- 
bited any letters being fent from Rye to Dieppe, or any other way what- 
ever, but from his poftmafter-general, by the way of Calais, as above. 
He alfo again prohibited all private pofts at home ; hereby renewing his 
former declaration of the feveral rates of poftage, as exhibited under the 
year 1635. [Fasdera, V. sx, p. 

In England, gentlemen, merchants, and traders, not long before this 
'.time, were forced to employ lefs certain carriers, or to be at the ex- 
penfe of fpecial meflengers with their letters. Univerfities and great 
-towns had their own particular pofts ; and the fame horfe or foot poll 
went quite through the journey, and returned with other letters, with- 
out having different ftages, as at prefent. It was thus pradifed later in 
Scotland, as having lefs commerce than in England. 

In the lift of offices, filled up in England for the year 1637, "we meet 
with the following ones, viz. 

T) The agency for the foie making and felling of all counterpoifes, 
or weights and grains ; and the approving and allowing of all balances 
for his majefty’s coins or money of gold within England and Ire- 
land. 

JI) The office of meafurer of all foreign balks and timber. 

III) The office of agency, for his majefty to grant licences to fell to- 
bacco by retail. 

IV) The office of intelligence ; and of entering the names of all maf- 
ters, miftrefles, and fervants ; and of all goods loft and found, &c. in 
London, Weftminfter, and three miles diftant. 

V) The office of fealer of all playing cards and dice. {Foedera, V. xx, 

p . 199.] ' 

In the fame year we find a monopoly granted to Sir Thomas Tem- 
peft; and others, notwithftanding the former exclufive and perpetual 
right, by charter, of the hoaftmen of Newcaftle, of the foie power of 
felling coals exported out of the river Tine, for twenty-one years. 
\Fngland's gmvance dif covered in relation to the coal trade, ch. 21, 4^0, 

-^ 55 ‘ ■ -V 
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At this time James duke of Gourland made a confiderable figure in 
naval power and commerce ; he built a good number of flout fhips of 
war, and alfo fome forts on the coafl of Guinea, where he fettled fado- 
ries ; he alfo fettled a colony on the ifland of Tobago in the Wefl-Indies ; 
fo that King Charles Guflavus, of Sweden, is reported fometime after 
this to have pleafantly faid, ‘ my coufin of Gourland is too great for a 
‘ duke and too little for a king.’ But as that duchy had not a fufficien- 
cy of materials and manufactures for a great commerce, and the foperiof 
genius of that prince died with him, Gourland after his death funk to 
its former proper and intrinfic value. 

By an order of Kiiig Charles and his council, in this fame year, as 
appears by all the London hiffcoriographers of that age, that king, who 
delighted too much in copying after any arbitrary order of other na- 
tions, commanded all the London filverfmiths to live in Goldfmiths- 
row, being the fouth fides of the two famous flreets of London named 
Cheapfide and Lombard-ilreet. The cruelty and abfurdity of this or- 
der is fo obvious to every one, that it is needlefs to make any further 
animadverfion on it. Poffibly fuch as were to be indulged in this cafe 
paid fufficiently for it. 

The firft Europeans who fettled in that part of America, fince named 
New-Jerfey, and in part of Penfylvania, were Swedes ; we cannot fix 
the exacl year, although probably about 1637,. but it was however 
in Queen Chriflina’s reign. They are faid, through our unaccount- 
able iupinenefs, to have ereCled three towns therein very early, whofe 
names fill remain, viz. Gottenburg, Helfmgburg, and Chrillina. Yet 
the Swedes, not being fo induflrious as their neighbours the Dutch of 
New-Nidderland, (now New-York) were by them difpoirefled. of the 
north part, which they named, in Latin, Nova-Belgia.. But as neither 
Swedes nor Dutch had any right, to fettle there, that country being part 
of our province of Virginia, as then fo called, the duke of York, as 
we fliall fee, made rio fcruple to difpoflefs them both in the year 1664. 

163S. — In the year 1638 King Charles incorporated Thomas Plorth, 
and other mailers of Ihips, who were empowered to buy all coals ex- 
ported from the ports of Sunderland, Newcaflle, Blitiie, and Berwick, 
paying to the king if per chaldron cuftom : and to fell them again to 
the cky of London, at a price not exceeding i ^f per chaldron in funi- 
mer, and i py’ in winter ; provided they had a free market and a juft 
meaf ire at Newcaftle, &c. As this is not the fame grant as that in the 
preceding year, it is probable the later was revoked. \_England'‘s Griev- 
ance, tsV. ch. 22.] 

The French fleet,, under the archhilhop of Bourdeaux, now beat the 
Spanifli fleet of galeons, of which they took feveral ; and, in the fame 
year, the gallies of Marfeilles vanquifhed thofe of Spain, near Genoa. 

YoL. II. 3 E 
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The Diitcli from Batavia vs7orfted the Portuguefe at 'Geylon,'m this 
• year, both at fea and on land, and took poffeffion of their forts on that 
ifland, upon which the king of the ifland concluded a treaty with the 
Dutch, and granted them many privileges, and a reimburfenient of the 
charges of their expeditions againd: the Portuguefe, to - be paid in cin- 
namon, pepper, cardamoms, indigo, wax, &c. with great prefents fent 
to Batavia. 

In purfuance of two adts of parliament, of the the 39th and 43d of 
Queen Elizabeth, for the true making of cloth, diredling all kinds of 
woollen cloth, brought for fale to London, to be firft carried to Black- 
well-hall, the common Cloth-market for the city, to be there fearched 
and fealed ; and of King James’s proclamation,- in his. i itb year, diredl- 
ing, that all forts of vendible cloths, bays, felts, fays, Huffs, as well old 
as new draperies, made in England and Wales, ihould be brought to 
Blackwell-hall for the like purpofe. King Charles publifhed a procla- 
mation to the fame effedl ; as alfo to prevent thofe who, to elude the 
law's, make contradls for thofe woollen goods in the country, and bring 
them afterward to London, to inns, warehoufes, &c. to be there fold ; 
whereby, lays the king, much deceit and damage redoundeth to our 
fubjedts, and difcredit to our cloths in foreign parts ; and alfo the poor 
children of Chrifl hofpital in London are defrauded of the duties of 
hallage there, appointed for their relief. ^Fad^ra, K.'Xk, p. 221.] 

King Charles commanded, by his proclamation, all merchants and 
mailers of Ihips, See. not to fet forth any fhip or Ihips with pallengers or 
provilions for New-England, without his or -his privy-council’s fpecial 
licence, ‘ for divers weighty and important caufes well known to Us.’ 
{Fixdera, V. xx,/>. 223.] This was for reftraining the puritans from going 
to New England, who at this time flocked thither in great numbers, to 
enjoy that liberty in a wildernefs -which every man has an undoubted 
■right to (demeaning himfelf in a peaceable manner) in his native land. 
Melt cruel therefor was the proceedings of this king in regard to thofe 
people ;* on the one hand to perfecute them at home, and on the other 
to prevent their withdrawing from fuch perfecution. 

The king in the fixth year of his reign had prohibited raw filk from 
-being dyed before the gum be fair boiled off ; but ‘ being now better in- 
’ formed by merchants, mercers, filk-men, and filk-weavers, that there 
’ was a fort called hard filk, dyed upon the gum (neceflarily ufed in 
‘ making tufted taffaties, figured fatins, fine flight ribands, and ferret 
‘ ribands, both black and coloured; and although it be dyed upon the 
‘ gum, yet it will not be increafed in weight above the limitations fol- 
‘ iowung, viz. the pound weight of raw or thrown filk not to exceed fix- 
■‘ teen ounces when dyed into any coloured hard filk, with half an ounce 

at moft for remedy ; and being dyed -into Spaiiifli black hard filk not 
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* ‘ to exceed nineteen ounces when dyed, ■ without any addition for re- 

* medy. He now dire died this later fcheme to take place ; and that no 
' hard filk be ufed or mixed in making any other manufadures of fiik ■ 
‘ than the above. Alfo that none jfhould import any fluffs or other 

* manufadures made or mixed with hard filk, other than tufted taffeties 
‘ and figured fatins j nor any fluffs whatfoever made or mixed with filk, 

‘ of lefs breadth than a full half yard nail and half nail within the lids, 

‘ 'on forfeiture thereof.’ [Fcedera, P" xx, p. 224.] 

The king having lately incorporated the makers (in London) of hats 
and caps of beaver wool; and the wearing of beaver hats having of late- 
come much into ufe among people of rank and quality, he therefor 
prohibited the importation of any; hats or caps of beaver, or of any' 
other fort whatever : and ordered that none fhould make- any hats for 
the future but freemen of that corporation. Alfo that no hair, wool, 
or other fluff, be by the faid hat-makers mixed with their beaver wool 
in hat making : nor fhould any hats called deray-caflors be henceforth- 
made to be fold here ; but, as they are demanded in foreign parts, they •' 
might be exported beyond fea. F. xx, 230.] 

King Charles repealed all the reflraints he had lately laid on malflers, - 
or malt-makers, in the year 1 636. [Fctdera, P^. xx, p. 224-] 

The wine- merchants -and vintners of England having agreed to pay 
40/" per ton to King Charles for all the wines they fhould import, the 
king in return prohibited the wine -coopers, who had already crept into 
the wine-trade, from importing wines. By this record it appears that 
licences for retailing wines were then under the management of the 
vintners company, for his majefly’s benefit. The king alfo direded 
that the cuflom of retailing wines in bottles and -other undue meafures- 
be laid afide ; and that all wines be retailed by jufl- meafures alone. 
{.Fiedem, F; xx, pi 241- .] 

Bigotry in religon, ever deflrudive of the freedom of commerce, 
and an unaccountable bias to the old laws made before commerce be- 
came confiderable- in England, had fo blinded King. Charles and his 
miniflry, that many proclamations and orders were now made, which 
were very hurtful to the due freedom of commerce; of which weaknefs 
we have already feen fundry ■inllances : and we have another in a tedi- 
ous ■ proclamation, ‘ for reforming abufes in the manufacture and 
‘ breadths of filks and fluffs of foreign materials, fuch as velvets, plufhes, 

‘ tiflues, gold and filver fluffs, damafksy taffaties, garters, ribands, and 

* laces; and -impowering the weavers company of London to admit a 
f competent number of fuch perfons, as well flrangers as natives, into 
‘ the freedom of their company, as had exercifed the trade of weaving 
‘ at leafl one whole year before the date of the new charter, (which he 
‘ had in this fame year granted to that company) who fhould be con- 

‘ formable to the laws of the realm, and the conflitutions of the church - 

3 'E 2^': 
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‘ of England.’ \Fmdera, V. XTi, p. 270.3 What, in the name of com- 
mon fenfe, had the conftitution of any church to do with the trade of 
weaving ? 

One of the king’s proclamations of this year was for a very praife- 
worthy purpofe, viz. for deduding fix pence per month from fea of- 
ficers pay, and four pence per month from all failors wages, in the mer- 
chants fe'rvice in the port of London, to be applied for the relief of maim- 
ed, fliipw recked, or otherwife diftreffed failors in the merchants fervice, 
and of the poor widows and children of fuch as fliould be killed or loft 
in merchandizing voyages. This money to be under the management of 
the corporation of the trinity-houfe, then kept at Ratcliffe : excepting, 
however, failors in the Eaft-India corhpany’s iervice, who had even ib 
early as this time, as they ftill have, a provifion of this kind fettled on 
them. \¥cedera, F". xs., p. 278.] In our own days a charitable corpora- 
tion, for this good purpofe, has been lately ereded in London, fupport- 
ed by voluntary contributions of merchants, &c. 

King Charles fomewhat relaxed his claim of fliip-money for the fuc- 
ceeding year : for although it is faid to be levied all over England, as in 
the two preceding years, yet it was now to be only for eighteen fhips 
and pinnaces ; but, how the alTeflhient for this levy was made, does not 
appear. Poflibly the clamour that the levying of it at all, without the 
confent of parliament, and Mr. Hambden’s trial for refufing to pay it, 
had now begun to make that prince more cautious in the extenfion of 
his prerogative, and he now direds his lord-admiral, the earl of North- 
umberland, to fupply, as ufual, ftiips out of his own navy for fuch 
counties whofe fituation difabled them from fitting out any themfelves, 
and to apply the money they ihall pay to him as therein direded. [E 4 ’- 
dero, XX, />. 286.] 

King Charles ilTued a proclamation againft felling or exporting tin 
from Devonfhire and Cornwall, until it be duely aflayed, weighed, and 
coined, (as the ftamping of it is termed by the ftannary laws) by his 
officers. He alfo prohibited the importation of tin from foreign parts. 
[Fa;dera, V. xx, p. 289.] 

The Englifli Eaft-India company having reprefented to King Charles, 
the great fcarcity of Spanifh filver, whereby they were difabled from 
fupplying themfelves with a fufficient quantity for their intended voy- 
age to Perfia and India with three fhips ; he licenced them to export 
L20,ooo in foreign gold ; or if that could not be done, in Englifh gold; 
any law, ftatute, ad of parliament, proclamation, &c. to the contrary 
notwithftanding. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 298.] 

There was coined at the mint in the tower of London, from March 
1619 to March 1638, £6,900,042 : 1 1 : i in gold and filver. \_liappy 
future fiats of England, p. folio, 1698.] 

Cardinal Rich lieu feems to have underftood, very early, the great im- 
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portance of tvbich the French Weft-Tndia iflands would prove, even be- 
fore they had any fugar-canes planted in them : and having the glory 
and intereft of France very much at heart, he laboured to give his fo- 
vereign, Louis XIII, favourable impreffions of them, although they 
produced nothing yet but cotton, ginger, and bad tobacco. Wherefor 
he, at this time, got his king to appoint the governor of thofe iflands 
to be his own lieutenant-general there. By fuch means the French 
iflands were foon much improved, and more particularly Martinico, and 
their moiety of St. Chrift >phers. 

The Englifli Weft-India iflands were alfo encouraged at this time, and 
had much the fame produdtions; yet it is eafy to conceive how incon- 
fiderable they were before they fell into the fugar trade. They made 
feme indigo, and alfo cotton and ginger ; but their tobacco was bad, 
and that of Barbados was deemed the v/orfl: of all. 

1639. — The Spanifh monarchy, though vifibly declining, in the year 
1639, made the greateit effort at fea that it had ever done fince the fam- 
ous armada in 1588 ; for it confifted of 67 large fhips from Corunna, 
carrying 25,000 feamen and 12,000 foldiers. This great armada, in- 
tended to relieve Dunkirk, before which the Dutch fleet lay, and other- 
wife to fupport their Netherlahd provinces, was firft encountered in the 
Englifh Channel, and afterward in the Downs, by the Dutch fleet of 
100 fhips under Van Tromp, who in the end gained an entire vidtory, 
and deftroyed mod of their fhips, amongfl which was a great Poriu 
guefe galleon of 1400 tons, 80 cannon, and 800 men, though King 
Charles had fent his admiral. Sir John Pennington, with 34 fhips of war, 
to preferve a neutrality between thofe two huge fleets, whilft they lay 
watching each others motions, for near three weeks, on the coafl of 
Kent. This terrible blow, followed by feveral fubfequent defeats at fea 
by the French, entirely broke the naval power of Spain, fo as never to 
recover it in% any degree till our own times. Thefe difaflers induced 
Spain to come into terms with the Dutch at the treaty of Munfler, 

In this year a treaty of peace and commerce between King Charles I 
of England and Chriftian IV of Denmark, was concluded by Sir Tho- 
mas Rowe at Gluckftad : the following are the articles relating to com- 
merce. - 

III) No vrarlike fuccours, either in money, provifions, arms, ammu- 

nition, machines, guns, &c. fhall be fupplied to the enemies of either 
party. ' - — . _ : _ 

IV) If any power fhall attack either of the contracting parties with- 
out provocation, or fhall make any pretenfions to a right to, or fupe- 
riority over, any of his countries or dominions not adluaily pofiefled by 
the claimer, then thd other party, if not at war himfelf, fhall, in four 
months at far theft, fupply him with the following fhips of war, viz. 4 
pf 150 or 200 tons each, and 150 or 300 men, and 20 pieces of ord- 
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nance in. each flaip : and 4 other fhips of roo' to 120 tons each, carry- 
ing 100 or 120 men, and 1 6 cannon in each fhip : and fupp lied with 
all fuitable ftores by the fender, and with three months provifions ; but 
afterwards, during the war, they Ihall be fuppliedi &c. by the party 
whom they are fent to affift. 

XIV) The king of Great Britain’^s fubjedls fhall' not refort to the 

ports of the king of Denmark prohibited by former treaties, without 
the fpecial licence of his Danilh majefty alked'and granted, unlefs com- 
pelled to it by ftorm : in which laft cafe they fhall by no means trade 
there. ' 

XV) Ships and merchandize wrecked on the coafts of either’ con- 
trading party may be freely claimed by the proper owners ; and the na- 
tives of thofecoafts fhall not injure nor obflrud them, but fhall rather 
he ready to affifl them, being paid for their trouble. 

XIX) And beeaufe the iflands of Orkney and of Shetland cannot 
well be omitted to be mentioned in this treaty, it is now agreed, that, 
during the lives of both kings, and the life of the longeft liver of them, 
nothing fliall be moved or treated of concerning them j faving always, 
neverthelefs, the rights or pretenfions of their fucceffors. 

XX) Nothing in this treaty fhall derogate from former ones, unlefs 
where exprefsly repealed by the prefent treaty. [Feedera, V. p. 336.] 

King Charles being at York, on the pih of April 1639, ^^P" 

prefs the Scottifh rebellion, he found himfelf obliged; in order to quiet 
the minds of his people, to publifh.the following proclamation, for re^ 
Yoking many of his illegal grants 'and monopolies, viz. 

Whereas divers grants, liGences, privileges, and commiflions, had 
been procured from him, on pretences for the common good and profit 
of his fubjedts, which fince, upon experience, have been found to be 
prejudicial and inconvenient to his people, and in their execution have 
been notorioufly abufed : he is now pleafed, of his mere grace and fa- 
vour, with the advice of his- privy council, to declare thefe following to 
be utterly void and revoked, viz. 

‘ A commiflion touching cottages and inmates.’ This was granted 
laft year, to- compound with all fuch as had built cottages, without four 
acres of land annexed to each of them ; and with fuch as fuffered in- 
mates, or more families than one, to refide in any of the faid cottages. 

‘ A commiflion touching fcriveners and brokers. 

‘ For compounding with offenders touching tobacco,’ 

i. e. fuch as fold it without the king’s flamp. * 

‘ For compounding with offenders for tranfportation 
of butter beyond fea,’ without his flamp and li- 
cence. 

‘ For compounding with offenders for importing or 
ufing logwood. 
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A commiffion for compounding with flierifts, for felling their un- 
der-fheriffs places. 

‘ For compounding for the deftrudion of woods, by 
iron-works. 

' For concealments and encroachments within twenty 
miles of London. 

‘ For a licence to export fheep-fkins and lamb-lkins. 

‘ For compounding with the dreflers of venifon, phea- 

• fants, and partridges, in inns, alehoufes, ordinaries, 

and taverns. 

‘ For licenfing brewers. 

‘ For the foie tranfporting of lamperiis. 

‘ For weighing hay and ftr aw. 

‘ For an office of regifter to the commiffion of bank- 
rupts, in divers counties. 

‘ For gauging red herrings. 

* For marking iron made in England. 

‘ For fealing bone- lace. 

* For marking and gauging butter calks. 

‘ For the privilege of iffing kelp and fea-weed. 

* For fealing linen cloths. 

‘ For gathering rags. 

‘ For a grant of a fadory for Scottifli merchants. 

* For fearching and fealing foreign hops. 

‘ For fealing buttons. 

^ All grants of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, before judgement 
granted. 

All patents for new inventions, not put in pradice tvithin three 
years from the date of their refpedive grants. 

‘ The feveral grants of incorporation to hatband-makers, gutftring- 
makers, Ipedacle-makers, comb-makers, tobacco-pipe-makers, butchers, 
and homers.’ 

And the king herein declares, that a writ of quo warranto or fcire fa- 
cias fliall be ifiued to recall the faid grants and patents, unlefs they do 
voluntarily furrender them. [Foedera, V. xx, p. 340.] 

• By thefe and all other projeds of fmall note the king was reckoned 
to have raifed about L200 ,goo yearly ; according to the book intitled 
the Royal treafury of England, 8vo, London, 1725, p. 284. 

The king being informed, that fundry merchants, notw'ithftanding his 
proclamation of laft year to the contrary, continued to trade in woollen 
goods to other ports of Germany and the Netherlands, than to the mart 
towns or ftaple towns of the merchant-adventurers company, he now. 
renewed that proclamation, and prolonged the time formerly allowed 
them to keep their freedom in that fellowlhip. He alfo ftridly prohi- 
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bited tbe exportation of wool, woolfels, woonen>-yarn, fullers-earth, and 
tobacco-pipe-clay, (now found to be of the fame natui'e and iiie with 
fullers-earth) by the exportation whereof, he is informed, there is a 
great decay of the woollen manufadure. {Feedera, V. xx, p. 342.] 

The king abridged the extravagant authority which he had formerly 
granted to the clerk of the market of his houfehold, and to the water 
bailiff. He alfo revoked his charter of incoporation to the makers of 
bricks and tiles near London and Weftminller, as being found hurtful. 
And ordered that the illues of jurors fhould not be farmed, as being a- 
grievance to many of his fubjeds. [Feeder a, V. xx^ p. 

The king ordered that an inquiry fhould be made into the condud 
of Peter Richaut merchant, treafurer of the fifhery company, concern- 
ing oppreffions and wrongs done by him to fundry poor tradefmen deal- 
ing with that company: t?o inquire alfo, whether the flock of the 
company be diminiflied ? and if fo, how it came to be fo ? alfo to in- 
quire into all other matters relating to the fifhery company, and into 
the means of fettling that bufinefs, for the befl advantage of the com- 
monwealth of our kingdoms : to the end, that upon return of the 
faid commiflion, it may appear which way fo worthy an undertaking, 
for the honour of us and the common good of our fubjeds, may be 
advanced, &c. [Feeder a, V. xx, p. 

The king commifiioned five perfons to repair to the ifland of Bar- 
bados, and to remove the pretended governor of it, who prefumed to 
continue to ad as fuch, after another had been appointed by James earl 
of Carlifle. The commiflion recites, that Barbados was efleemed one 
of the Caribbee ifles, and a part of the province of Cairlifle in America, 
granted to James Hay the late earl of Garlifle, and to his heirs. It feems, 
that this pretended governor (Captain Henry Hawley) had only had a 
commiflion from the king, in the beginning of this year, for treating 
with the inhabitants of Barbados, and other iflands, concerning a mo- 
deration to beheld in the planting of tobacco, (fugar not being as yet 
produced in any of them) and for regulating the prices thereof j ‘ and 
* for none other employment intended by us,’ fays the king; under 
colour of which he took on himfelf the ftile of lieutenant-general and 
governor of Barbados, &c. [Feedera, V. xx, p. 357.] 

This year the Englifli firft fettled on the pleafant ifland of St. Lucia, 
within feven leagues of Martinico, feven alfo from St. Vincents, and 
twenty-four from Barbados, being twenty- four miles in length and eleven 
in breadth, abounding with plenty of timber, proper for houfes and 
mills, with which the neighbouring ifles, both Englifli and French, are 
flill fupplied. It has alfo plenty of fuflic and cocoa, and good harbours 
and anchoring places. Two years after, the Englifh goverhpe and moft 
of his people were murdered by the Cfeib natives, and the reft driven 
out of the ifland by the inftigation, fufpeded,. of the French at 
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Vlartinico, tlioiagli difowned by the French governor. Neither did the 
French at that time, nor for many years after, form any pretenlions 
to that ifland. But, during the civil wars of England between King 
Charles I and his parliament, Mr. Parquot fent 40 Frenchmen from 
Martinico to take poileffion of St. Lucia ; but the Caribs being as much 
at enmity with the French as with the EngliJh, killed two of their go- 
vernors and many of their people, and maintained their independency, 
till after the reftoration of King Charles 11. 

Amongft the offices filled up in the year 1639 ^7 King Charles, there 
is one, ‘ for furveying of gamefters ufing the exercife of wreftling in 
* any place or places within the compafs or diflance of three miles of 
‘ the city of London,’ \Foedera, V. xx, p. 381] which we only note 
for its feeming iingularity. Every age has its peculiar diverfions and 
cuftoms ; and though this may appear ftrange in our age, it was pro- 
bably in great vogue at that time, even, perhaps, as much as cricket late- 
ly was by perfons of high rank. 

Between the years 1630 and 1640, while there were no pai'liaments 
in England, the Dutch carried on a moft profitable commerce to the 
Englifh American plantations, there not being then any legal prohibi- 
tion of foreign fhipping reforting thither. 

I ■640 ^The year 1640 was propitious to the commerce of England 

and other nations, on account of the great revolution in Portugal, "when 
John duke of Braganza drove out the Spaniards, and afcended the throne 
of Portugal, by the name of King John IV. For, vphile Spain was able 
to fupply her American provinces with the filk, fpices, calicoes, &c. of 
the Portuguefe fettleraents in Eaft-India, fhe thereby not only had more 
of her own American treafure left in her hands, but, moreover, Eng- 
land and other dates had not till now fo great a call for their merchan- 
dize, for the fupply of Spain and her American provinces. But fince 
Spain loft Portugal, and confequently the Portuguefe fettleraents in the 
Eaft-Indies, having few or no manufatftures, and but little produfi of 
her own (wines excepted) for fupplying her American provinces, the 
Englifh, Dutch, and Hamburghers, and, lateft of all, the French, have, 
more abfolutely than formerly, fupplied Spain with the great bulk of 
their commodities and manufadures, both for her home confumption 
and the much greater one of her vaft American territories. Ceuta, 
however, having a Spanifli garrifon, did not revolt to the duke of Bra- 
ganza, as the reft of the Portuguefe territories had done; but remains 
to this day in the pofleflion of Spain. 

It has not proved fo favourable to the commerce and other interefts 
of the reft of Europe, that France gained at this time fo much the 
afcendant over Spain, by protecting the revolted Catalans, and by tak- 
ing from her the city of Arras, the capital of the province of Artois, 
by the Flemings till then deemed impregnable. 
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King Gtiarles being engaged in. preparing for a religious war with the 
Scots, and not as yet hooping to call an Englifh parliament for a fupply, 
fell on very extraordinary methods for railing money : amongit others, 
he this year bought all the pepper belonging to the Eaft-India company 
upon credit, which ]j.e fold out again for ready money. In a hated ac- 
count of money dilburfed out of the tonnage- and poundage duty for 
the navy, to the 9th of J une 1 642 , we find the following payment, viz. 

‘ to the Eah-India company, in part of a debt owing to them by bis* 

* majehy for- pepper, bought by my Lord Cottington, L9413,: 14 : 7.’ 

In King Charles’s fpecial commiffion for mahing provifion for his 

army going againh Scotland, we find that bows and arrows were hill in 
life; and that hone Ihot or cannon bullets of hone (as -well as of iron}:' 
were ufed for their fire-artilleiy. \Fcsdera, V.x%:, p\ 

King Charles being in this fame year informed, that a tin mine was' 
lately difcovered in Barbary, and being on that account apprehenfive of 
the decreafe of his revenue from the tin mines of Cornwall and Devon- 
thire, ‘ by proclama-tion, prohibited the importation of foreign tin, as 
'■ alfo carrying the tin of Barbary to any other place whatever in Eng- 
‘ lilh Ihipping.. Alfo for promoting. the eonfumption of Englilhttin and 
‘ pewter in his realms, he direds, that all . the meafures for wine, ale, 

beer, &c.' ufed in taverns, vidualing-houfes-,; fhops, &c. fhall be of 
‘ tin or pewter, and fhall be hamped or fealedi’’ W. xs.y p. 

423 '] 

We now meet with the fifh' mention of a conful-general for England' 
at Alicant,, in Spain : the preamble of whofe Gommiflioni runs as fol- 
lows. 

‘ Whereas we are given to-underhand,.how confrehient and neceflary 
‘ it is for the good of our loving fubjeds trading to Alicant in the king- 

* dom of Valencia, to have fome, per fon of judgement and experience,,- 
' able to govern and dire d them in their juft and-lawful occafions, to <be 
‘ placed and appointed as conful there. Know ye,’" &c. 

This eonful’S-’ allowances were to be, the antient allowance of two 
ducats on every Britilh fhip trading to that port, and alfo one fourth^ 
per cent for all merchandize of Ihips trading dfither. [Feeder a^ V. xx, 
430 - 1 - 

King Charles’s inability to oppofo theScottifh army, now preparing 
to march to the borders of England, obliged him at length to call an 
Englilh parliament, fo much againft his liking, after twelve years in- 
termilEon. He began with demanding of the koufe of commons a 
fufficient fupply for this war ; and he alleged, that all the neighbouring 
princes were preparing great fleets of Ihips ; and that the Algerines had 
alfo prepared no fewer than fixty lail of Ihips^ that they had taken div- 
ers Englilh Ihips, and particularly one on the Spanilh coaft, called the 
Rebecca of London,, worth at leaft LzfiopcQ, But the commons thought 
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the immediate redrefs of their many grievances of greater importance 
-than an immediate fupply for his war. This incenfed the king fo much, 
that he haftily and very angrily diflblved the parliament before any one 
ad had been paffed j which, as Lord Clarendon owns, he immediately 
after repented of. For fupplying his prefent wants therefor without 
a parliament, he took fundry extraordinary methods of raifing money : 
fuch as coat and condud money from every county ; an exorbitant fine 
laid on the city of London, for haying, as he alleged, occupied more 
lands inTreland than was granted by their charter : but the true reafon 
was, their refufing him a loan of L2oo,oco, which L2oo,oco had been 
forcibly borrowed of the merchants, who had lodged their money in the 
king’s mint in the tower of London ; which place, as elfewhere noted, 
before banking with goldfmiths came into ufe- in London, was till now- 
made a kind of bank or repofitory for merchants to lodge their money 
in; but which, after this compulfory loan (for fo it was) of L20o,ooo, 
never after was trufted in that way any more, although the king gave 
the lenders the fecurity of his cuftoms. A fubfcription alfo had been 
made for his prefent fupply, by his privy counfellors and favourites, 
(Lord Stafford alone fubfGribing L20, 000). And, befide all thefe, the 
clergy in convocation, which, contrary to all cuftom, fat after the dif- 
iblution of this parliament, granted him fix fubfidies of L20,ooo each, 
to be paid in fix years, at the rate of 4/ in. the pound, according 
to the valuation of their livings, &c. in the king’s books. Yet, 
after all thefe aids, and the fhip-money tax likewife, the king finding 
himfelf unable to maintain his army of 24,000 men, for three months 
only, for lefs than L200,ooo, he was neceffitated to conclude a tem- 
porary treaty with commiffi oners from the Scottifh army, who had de- 
feated part of his troops, and taken polleffion of Newcaftle upon Tine, 
by which the Scottifh army was to be allowed L850 a-day for their 
maintenance. For defraying fb great an expenfe, there was now no 
other effedlual means but a parliament, which the king therefor was 
conftrained to call, and which met on the 3d of November in this year, 
in a very different humour from what he had hoped and exped:ed, the 
debates and fpeeches in the houfe of commons running extremely high 
in regard to the nation’s grievances, occafioned by the king’s arbitrary 
proceedings both in ecclefiaftical and fecular matters.. But as we have 
nothing to do with fuch points, any farther than they may relate to 
commercial matters, we lhall only ■ here briefly note, that fo many 
grievances, both public and private, were laid before the commons by 
complaints and petitions, that above forty feveral committees were ap- 
pointed by the houfe ‘for examining them : and of thofe grievances, that 
of monopolies gave fuch offence, that the houfe of commons expelled 
four of their own Members who h^d been concerned in. them ; and 
Whitlock, in his Memoirs, alleges that many other membeis thereupon 
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withdrew themfeh^es from parliament, and others were elected in their 
Head. In eonfeqnence of all thofe ftridt inquiries, the following a6:s 
were palTed, which the king was obliged to confent to, viz. rfi, that a 
parliament Ihould be held at leaft once in three years for the future, 
even though the king ihould neglefl to call it. This was entitled, An 
ad for preventing inconveniencies happening by the long intermiiiion 
of parliaments j. which the kingdom had fo much fmarted for in this 
reign : and it was the firfl; ad of this parliament, and palled before the 
year 1 640- expired, (16° Caroli) according to the then ftile j v^hen the 
parliament alfo [17 Car. /, cc. 2, 3] granted the king four entire fub- 
lidies for the relief of his majefty’s army, and the northern parts of the 
kingdom. And in the fame feffion (but in the year 1641, which, for 
connedion’s fake, we briefly relate here, though we have not done with 
the year 1640) two more fubfidies were granted for the fame purpofe.. 
2dly, they pafled an ad, [c. 7} whereby this parliament ihould hot be 
diflblved, prorogued, nor adjourned, but by an ad of parliament ! (i. e. 
not without their owm confent). By which ad, and the impeachment 
of the king’s two great and wicked favourites. Laud archbiihop of Can- 
terbury, and Wentworth earl of Strafford, of high treafon, (both already 
imprifoned in the tower, and afterward put to death) they brought that 
unhappy prince to be entirely in their power, while, at the fame time, 
they granted fufikient fupplies for the public occaiions of the nation, 
by the feveral ads for tonnage and poundage, and other fums- of money 
payable upon merchandize exported and imported : and for a provifion 
of money for fpeedily diibanding the armies, and fettling the peace of 
the two kingdoms of England and Scotland, by charging feveral fuins 
upon perfons according to their ranks, dignities, offices, callings, 
eftates, and qualities. By another ad, they aboliihed for ever the two- 
wicked and opprellive tribunals of the ilar-chamber and high-commif- 
flon-court.. By another, the king’s railing of ihip-money without the- 
authority of parliament, was declared illegal, and never to- he allowed 
in future. Another ad was for abolifhing oppreiiions in the ilannary- 
courts ; and another for afcertaining the boundaries of forefts. Another 
for confirming the treaty of pacification between England and Scotland.. 
Another, for limiting the powers of the king’s clerk of the market. 
Another, for aboliftiing the king’s power to iifue writs, upon pretext of 
an ancient cuftom, to compel landed men to take the: order of knight- 
Irood, or to pay a fine to the king. Another, granting liberty for all 
men to import gunpowder and. faltpetre j and alfo for the free making 
of gunpowder in England, Circumflaneed as he was,, the king could 
not avoid giving his confent to thefe reftridive laws, however mortify- 
ing they might be to him. His former wicked adviiers and judges were 
removed from him ; and as the parliament was^s in effed, rendered, per- 
petual, there was no middle courfe. for him. to fleer: he mufl. eithec 


have diredly \vaged war with the parliament, or acquiefce in their niea- 
fures : but this ftate of things did not hold long. In the mean time, 
we raufl fuipend this fubjedt, until we ftiall have completed the other 
more immediate affairs of the year 1 640. 

In the fame year, the Dutch from St. Euftatia fettled on Saba, one of 
the Caribbee iflands, thirteen miles north-weft from the former, being 
about four leagues in compafs. It is but an inconfiderable place, hav- 
ing no harbour for fhipping, and an extremely fhailow fhore. The Dutch 
here are laid to be but a few families, who, however, raife a fmall quan- 
tity of fugar, befide fome cotton and indigo. Some write that the 
Danes once difpolTefred them of it. Many of thofe fmall iflands among 
the Caribbees were very little regarded, until our ifland of Barbados 
became rich by the fugar trade, when the mother-countries of thofe; 
till then, infignificant iflands found it their intereft to lay public claini“ 
to them, to fortify them, and to appoint governors- over them; 

The haven and town of Malacca-, poffefled by the Portuguefe, at the: 
extremity of the famous peninfuk of that name, in the farther Indies; 
was fo happily fituated for the conveniency of the Dutch Eaft-India. 
eompanyk commerce, that it is no wonder they greedily caft their eyes 
on fo delicious a morfelfo early as in the year 1606, Portugal being 
then fubjedl to Spain, with whom the Dutch were them at war : yet they 
were at that time unable to reduce it, though they had adually defeat- 
ed and burnt a Portugirefe fleet there, wherein were 3000 men.- But 
in this year the Dutch, after a. fix months fiege, became ma-fters of that; 
very important place, which they have held to this day. They found’ 
upward of 20,000 inhabitants in the tovm and its territory, with many 
churches and convents-, and a good booty. Since then, the Dutch have 
much improved its fortifications : and as all fhips trading from Siam, 
Cambodia, Tonquin,. Cochin-China, China, Japan, and the Philippines; 
to Bengal, and the coaft of Coromandel, muft pafs through- the ftraits 
of Malacca-, the Dutch are faid to have obliged all but Englifh fhips to 
pay an anchorage duty there. Hereby alfo they overawe the fmaller 
princes in its neighbourhood,, and gain great advantages Ib: their com- 
merce, though not like what it formerly was before Batavia became the 
grand ftaple of all their Indian commerce. Thus the Dutch company 
made a very rapid. progrefs, while our Englifh Eaftrindia: company be- 
came extremely languid, partly by the encroachments of the Dutch 
company, and partly alfo from King Charles’s temporary grants to others, 
to interfere with them in the Eaft-India trade ; fo far, as that fome of 
the writers on commerce at this time infinuate, that hitherto the com- 
pany had been I'ofers by this trade, which; however, we fcareely think 
w’as the real fadt. 

The French now began to- plant at a place, on- the continent? of South- 
,Ainei:ica, called Surinam,, in nine degrees of north latitude, from the 


mouth of the river Oroonoko, fouthward to the river 'Maroni. But 
that country being .low, marfby, and unhealthy, they foon after aban- 
doned it. 

Notwithftanding the popular clamour at this time againft the arbi- 
trary proceedings of King Charles, .and the frequent complaints of the 
decay of commerce, yet it is very plain that our commerce was con- 
ftantly increafing throughout all that time. Even about this very time 
we find the fuburbs of London expanding very much every way by 
new foundations, more.efpecially weft ward, fuch as Glare-market, Long- 
acre, Bedfordbury, and other parts of what was then in the parifti of St. 
Giles in the fields. The very names of the older ftreets about Covent- 
garden are taken from the royal family at this time, fuch as James- 
ftreet, King-ftreet, Charles-ftreet, Henrietta-ftreet, &c. all laid out by 
the great architect Inigo Jones, as was alfo the fine piazza there ; though 
■the buildings in that part where the houfe and gardens of the duke of 
Bedford ftood are of a much later date, viz. in the reigns of King Wil- 
liam and Queen Anne. Eloomlhury and the ftreets at the feven dials 
were built up fomewhat later, as alfo Leicefter-fields, fince the reftora- 
tion of Charles II ; as were alfo almoft all St. James% and St, Anne’s pa- 
rifhes, and a great part of St. Martin’s and St. Giles’s. I have met with 
feveral old perfons in my younger days who remembered .that there was 
but one fingle houfe (a cake-houfe) betvreen the Meufe-gate at Gharing- 
crofs and St. James’s palace-gate, where now ftand the ftately piles of St. 

...^James’s-fquare, Pall-mall, and other fine jftrects. They alfo remember- 
ed a quick-fet hedge on the weft fide, ^pf St. Martin’s lane. Yet High 
Holbom and Drury-lane were filled with noblemens and gentlemens 
houfes almoft -1.50 years ago. Thofe fine ftreets on the ibuth fide of the 
.Strand running down to the river Thames have all been built fince the 
beginning of the 17th century, upon the -fites of noblemens houfes and 
gardens, who removed farther weftward,. as their names denote. Even 
fome parts within the bars of the city of London remained unbuilt with- 
in about 150 years paft, particularly all the grounds between Shoe-lane 
and Fewters * (now Fetter) lane, which in King Charles Ts reign, and 
even fome of them fince, have been built up into ftreets, lanes, &c. Se- 
veral other parts . of the city, it is well known, have been rendered more 
populous by the'xemoval of the nobility, &c. to Weftminfter liberties, 
on the fites of whofe former fpacious houfes and gardens whole ftreets., 
lanes, and courts, have been . added to the city fince the death of Queen 
.Elizabeth. . 

* So called of Fewprs (ox idle people) lying ‘ yeeres.on both.fides bailded through with many 
^ there, as in a way leading to gardens.’ [Stow’s '* faire houfes.’ 'So Fewters (or Fetter) lane is of 
Suney of £,ondon,p. ’i^6,ed. i6i8.] A- Stowim- greater antiquity than Mr. Anderfon, trufting to 
mediately ‘ but the fwe is »o,w of . later Howel, afitgns .to it. • Mi , 
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1^41.— -It may not be improper to note, tHat tbe ingenious Dr. Hey- 
lin, who wrote the firft, or rather perhaps the fecond, edition of his Gof- 
mography, about the year 1641 , remarks of the famous Hanfeatic city 
of Lubeck^ ‘ tliat there were then ftill belonging to it, though declin- 
ed frora its former grandeur, above 6od fhips of all forts, fome of which 
were of 1 000 tons and upwards.’ And he adds, (what could not then be 
faid of London itfelf), ‘ that to every private houfe a pipe of water was 
conveyed from the public conduit, and that from the pattern thereof 
the firft conduits were made in London, though very long before this 
century.’ 

We have a notable inftance of the induftry of the town of Manchef-- 
ter in Lancaihire fo early as the year 1641, from an author of credit, 
Mr. Lewis Roberts a merchant, author of the noted book in titled the 
Merchant’s map of commerce ; it is, in a fmall treatife, intitled the 
Treafure of traffic, publilhed 'in this' year: ‘ the town of Manchefier 
‘ (fays he) buys the linen-yarn of thelrifh in great quantity, and, weav- 
‘ ing it,, returns the fame again in linen into Ireland to fell,’ (which might 
poffibly and naturally give the firft hint towards the Irifh linen manu- 
fkdUres). ‘ Neither doth her induftry reil here, for they buy cotton- 
‘ wool in London, that comes firft from Cyprus and Smyrna and work 
‘ ■ the fame into fuftians, vermillions, dimities, &c. which they return ■ 

‘ to London, where they are fold, and from thence, not feldom, are 
‘ fent into fuch foreign parts where the firft materials may be more- 
‘" eafily had for that manufacture f.’ 

So early as in this year we find, (in a judicious pamphlet, intitled^ - 
England’s fafety in trade’s increafe, by Henry Robinfon) that the French 
had already begun to make ordinances and laws which proved prejudi- 
cial to the commerce of England ; and the’author expreffes his fears left 
they ftiould in time be able to beat us out of our trade, more efpecially, 
fays he, when Chriftendom fliall- be at peace,' whereby the trade of 
Spam will be free-for other nations, which at prefent, as it were, we 
monopolize to ourfelves. (He has proved in too great a degree a true ' 
prophet.) 

Roberts,Kn his Treafure of traffic, fays,' that 'the cuftoms of England \ 
are eftimated at L50o,ooo yearly j -a vaft increafe fince the death of 
Queen Elizabeth ! 

‘ The piratical ftate of Algiers feems to have been now in its zenith of 
naval power. Morgan, in the fecond volume of the hiftory of that 
ftate, quoting D’ Aranda, fays, ‘ that in the fummer of this year the ' 

^ It may be inferred from this, tbal'no long before the year 1660. \Camdent Bru 

able quantity of cotton was as yet imported from tmmay p, 673, i6oovj The manufk£lure of 
our Weft-India iflands. real cotton goods appears not to have been begu® • 

f Mancheilcr was a populous town, arid noted ^ ther^ in Camden’s lime# 
for its woollen rnanufadures^ called Mmchi^n cqU 
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‘ Algerines bad in their cruize no fewer than 65 fliips, befides leveral 
* gallies or galiots, all at one time.’ And although it be well known 
that their naval force is greatly lellened fince that time, yet even in our 
days they have enough remaining to give confiderable interruption to 
the naval commerce of fuch of the powers of Chriftendom as they pleafe 
to make war upon. . 

It would be alraofl endlefs to recount all the difputes that have hap- 
pened at different times between Denmark and other nations, and more 
efpecially with the Hanfe towns, concerning the toll paid by fhips in 
pafling the Sound. This year the cities of Hamburgh, Lubeck, and 
Bremen, entered into ffrider engagements together, by reafon of Den- 
mark’s too rigoroufly exading that toll, for the fupport of their com- 
mercial interefts and thofe of Inch other Hanfe towns as fhould join with 
them, by arming both by fea and land, yet without mentioning this 
toll exprefsly in the treaty : and this, like former treaties, had good con- 
fequences attending it for fome time after. 

After the Englilh had been in pofleffion of the ifle of Providence in 
America, and had partly planted it, ever fince .the year 1629, they were 
now attacked by the Spaniards with a great force'; and although they 
made a flout refiflance, they were obliged to furrender the ifland to 
them, with confiderable lofs to the planters. Yet the Spaniards did not 
after this fettle thereon at all, their foie aim in driving out our people 
• being to keep up their idle and unreafonable pretenfions to the proper- 
ty of all the Bahama ifles : but England again took pofTefiion of Provi- 
dence, and we now claim the foie property of all the Bahamas. 

The French having, for the reafons already affigned, abandoned the 
colony of Surinam, an Englifh colony was fettled there in the fame year 
at the expenfe of Lord Willoughby, who is faid to have walled his ellate 
in the undertaking. 

The want of due care and provident forelight in princes and flates 
for cherifliing and improving the commerce of their dominions has of- 
ten proved to their irretrievable detriment, by the lofs of their traffic, 
the tjefl fource of their wealth and power. Lewis Roberts, in his Trea- 
fure of traffic, (publifhed in 1641) gives us three pregnant inftances 
thereof, which alfo afford us fome part of the hiflory of three very emi- 
nent mercantile cities, viz. ‘ the want of good order in the government 
‘ of the trade of Antwerp, and their irnpofitioti of heavy cufloms upon 

the merchants, hath, within thefe fifty years, brought that town to the 
‘ lownefs wherein we fee it. Lyons in Trance hath fuffei-ed wonder- 
‘ fully by the fame inconveniencies : and Marfeilles, within the days of 
‘ n'ly knowlege, had a wonderful great traffic with many places of 
‘ Turkey; Barbary, Spain, &c. and was able to 'fhew many fliips em- 
‘ ployed in merchandize, about twenty-five, years ago, carrying thirty 
'* and forty pieces of ordnance ; and now the bell, of their veiTels, and 
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thofe too but very few in number, have not above ten pieces of ord- 
‘ nance.’ Mr, Roberts had been himfelf an eminent merchant ; and 
although the ruin of Antwerp is well known to have been principally 
owing to its being facked by the Spanifh army and the fubfequent 
blocking up of the river Scheldt by the Dutch forts below that city, yet 
the caiife he here afligns might have confiderable influence before the 
liege of if by the Spanifh army. Lyons and Marfeilles have lince his 
time profpered exceedingly under wifer management. All which fhews 
how delicate a matter commerce is, and how carefully and conflantly to 
be attended to by the rulers of Hates and kingdoms. 

It was in this fame year that the Dutch Eaft-India company found 
means to get the Portuguefe and other chriflians excluded from all trade 
to Japan ; but, whether it was done in fo deceitful and impious a way as 
,their enemies gave out, we fhall not take upon us to determine. They 
enjoy a trade thither from Batavia and other parts of India to this day, 
though fubjedl to difficulties therein from the caprice of that very jea- 
lous nation. It was a cunning trick (fays Puffendorf in his Hiftory of 
Europe) in the Dutch at Japan to drive the Portuguefe out of that trade, 
-by laying before the fmperor an intercepted, letter from the Portuguefe 
jefuits there to the pope, promifing his holinefs in a fhort time to re- 
duce all Japan to his obedience. But it produced terrible effeds, not 
only to the jefuits, but to the poor Japanefe converts, who, to the num- 
ber of 400,000 and upwards, were all put to death, and the Portuguefe 
for ever fhut out from Japan on pain of. death. Dr. Gemilli fays, that 
the Dutch fadory at Nangafache enjoys not that liberty nor authority 
which they have in their trade to other parts ; for as foon as the fhips 
come to an anchor, a mandarin comes on board to count the men, and 
$0 carry the fails and rudders on fliore. They have no communication 
•with the city, but live in their fadory, which is on a rock inclofed with 
~a wall ; and no trade is allowed but once in a year. 

Hitherto, according to Ligon’s Hiftory of Barbados, and other au- 
thors of the hiftory of the Garibbee iflands,- very bad tobacco, together 
with fome ginger and cotton, were all the produce they had at Barba- 
dos till this year, when fome of the-moft induftrious planters procured 
fugar-canes from Fernambuc in Brafil ; and thefe thriving very well, 
they planted more and more as they multiplied ; and at length, found 
it would anfwer well to fet up a very fmall ingenio or fugar-mill ; yet 
the fecret of making fugar was not fo. well underftood by the Barba- 
dians till two or three. years. after, 'when fome of their people made a 
voyage to Brafil, from , whence they , brought better inftrudions and 
more fugar plants. Yet^even at Mr. Ligon’s arrival at Barbados, which 
was not till the year 1 647 , although there were then many iugar-works 
fet up, they were neverthelefa ignorant of the true manner of planting, 
'>and the time of cutting the canes, the proper manner of placing the 
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coppers, and the true way of covering their rollers with cafes of iron. 
But they were much improved in the goodnefs of the fugar and in the 
method of making it in the year 1650, when he left that illand, info- 
much that a plantation of Major Hilliard’s, of 500 acres, which, before 
they began to plant fugar, he knew could have been purchafed for 
L400 fterling, was, at his landing there in the year 1647, worth 
Li 4,000. Moreover, Colonel James Drax, whofe beginning on that 
illand was founded on a ftock of L300 fferling, raifed his fortune to 
fuch a height, that our author has heard him fay, he would not return 
to fettle in England for the remainder of his life till he fhould be able 
to purchafe a land eftate of Li 0,000 a-year, which he hoped in a few 
years to accomplilh. And Colonel Thomas Modyford had often told 
him, that he had taken a refolurion not to fet his face for England un- 
til he could make his voyage and employment there worth Li 00,000 
fterling. Thefe inftances in fuch early times are fufficient clearly to 
Ihew the vaft importance of our fugar plantations to the nation. The 
firft planters of fugar finding fuch immenfe profit, it encouraged many 
people to go thither from England, which alfo encouraged the merch- 
ants at home to fend more fhips with provifions, tools, clothing, and alf 
other necefiaries, in exchange for the produce of that ifland. And this 
being the firft of our colonies which cultivated fugar plantations, it 
greatly haftened the improvement of our other iflands, which foon af- 
ter followed it in planting fugar to very great advantage. And as it 
was irapoflible to manage, the- planting of that commodity by white 
people in fo hot a climate, fo neither could fufficient numbers of fuch 
be had at any rate : neceffity, therefor, and the example of Portugal, 
gave birth to the negro flave-trade froth the coaft of Guinea ; and it is 
almoft needlefs to add, that fuch great numbers of Haves, and alfo the 
increafe of our white people in thofe iflands, foon created a vaft demand 
for all necefiaries from England, and alfo a new and confiderable trade 
to Madeira for wines to fupply thofe iflands ; which were fo far 'from 
draining their njother-country of her cafli, that they annually fuppHed 
her with confiderable quantities thereof, as the trade thither was then, 
and-mSny yegrs after; left open to’ all nations, till after the, reftoration 
of King Charles EE, when the parliament obferving the great detriment 
that fuch an open trade did tO the kingdom, it was abfolutely confined 
to our own people by the feveral aSs of navigation ; in confequence 
whereof the ports of London and Briftol foon after became the great 
magazines for fugar for fupplying all the north and middle parts of Eu- 
rope, and the Portuguefe fugars of Brafil were reduced from L8 to 
La : 10 per hundred weight. 

Barbados and the other Caribbee iflands continued proprietary colo- 
nies till after the reftoration, when Kihg (ffiarles II purchafed them, and 
mk^^thifo ^egal governments. fugar planters always 
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laave fixed at M in.J^nijIaijd with their fortunes, and have thereby laid 
the foundation of many great families. And it is the peculiar honour 
of Barbados, that it is to this day the nobleft and belt cultivated fpot of 
ground in all America, and produces the fineft, and alfo the greateft 
quantity of fugar of any of our iflands, the large ifland of Jamaica only 
excepted. 

On Saturday the 23d of Odober (a day dedicated to St. Ignatius 
Loyola, the founder of the fociety of Jefus) broke out the dreadful re- 
bellion and general defedhon of the Irifh, and even of mofi: of the old 
Englifh papifts in Ireland, who by a general mafiacre attempted to ex- 
tirpate the whole race of proteftants, and in the firfl three months de- 
ftroyed 1 54', 000 proteftants with great cruelty, the defign not being dif- 
covered till the night before. 

The Irifh, papifts had lived quietly ever fince Tyrone’s rebellion was 
fuppreiled, at the «|Dfe of Queen Elizabeth’s reign -/but in the begin- 
ning of this year they had formed the execrable plot of cutting the 
throats of ail the Englilh throughout Ireland, feizing on ail fortified 
places, and abfolutely fhaking off the Englifh yoke. In all parts at any 
diftance from Dublin the plot was executed on the above day, but the 
projedt of feizing the caftle of Dublin on that day was difcovered the 
night before, otherwife their infernal fcheme would probably have been 
rendered effedual We juft bjriefly mention this horrid mafiacre, purely 
as it had a bad influence on commerce ; and we fhall only farther note, 
that it had alfo a great influence on the Englifh parliament and people, 
to the detriment of King Charles, and his^ppiflt bigotted queen. The 
parliament fent fuccour and fupplies to Ir^nd in fuch flender quanti- 
ties, and with fuch deliberation, as teftified that they believed the king’s 
aim was to drain England of troops, and to engage the parliament in an 
Irifh war, to keep them from meddling with his prerogative, and lef- 
fening his power fo the breach between the king and his parliament 
became every day wider. For the effedlual fuppreflion of this rebellion 
an a<ft of parliament pafled in this year {c. 33] for difpofing of two mil- 
lions and an half of acres of lands belonging to the rebels to well-affe<ft- 
ed lenders of the following fums, viz. a thoufand acres of good land in 



the province of Ulfter for L200, the like quantity in Connaught for 
L300, in Munfter for L450, and in Leinfter for L600, all freehold ; 
paying quit-rents in Ulfter of one penny per acre, in Connaught three 
halfpence, in Munftpr twopence farthing, and in Leinfter threepence 
per acre. Thofe, lands to be laid out to the fiabfcribers by lot. And 
thus were a great number of well-a%<fted proteftants fettled on the lands 
of lazy and bigottM papifts, very much to the improvement of that 
kingdom. 

1642. — A treaty of peace and friendfhip was concluded at London 
on the 29th of January (foreign ftiie) between King Charles I and 
• . ' 3G2 
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John IV king of Portugal, and ratified King Charles' at York 2 2d 
May 1642. ' 

What relates to commerce is in fubftance, viz. 

I) There (hall be a free commerce between the fubjetSs of both 
crowns in all countries, iflands, &c. where it was permitted in the time 
of the kings of Caflile, or fince. 

IV) The Englilh fhall enjoy the fame privileges and immunities in 
Portugal as the natives themfelves ; nor fhall they pay higher duties, 
cuftoms, 8cc. than the natives ; and they fhall enjoy all the privileges 
which the Englifh enjoyed in Portugal before it was united to Spain. 

V) The merchants of England, coming into the havens of Por- 

tugal, fhall not be obliged to take any other goods on board than what 
they fhall themfelves think fitting ; and the Portuguefe fhall have the 
like freedom in England. ^ 

VIII) England fhall have confuls refiding in Po*gal to take care of 
the interefls and commerce of their nation. 


IX) The effects of the Englifh dying in Portugal fhall not be taken 
poffeilion of by the judges or other officers of Portugal, but fhall be put 
into the hands of the defundPs executors or truflees, if on the fpot, or, 
if abfent, into the hands of one or two Englifh merchants, not married, 
fworn to do juflice, in truft for thofe who fhall appear to have the right 
to the faid effeds. 

X) Enghfh fhips fhall not be flopped nor detained in Portugal with- 
out the king of Great Britain’s knowlege and confent, but fhall be free- 
ly permitted to depart at t^^!pleafune. Neither fhall the goods and 
merchandize of the Englifh Se taken for the king of Portugal’s ufe, un- 
lefs for a juft and ufual price, which fhall tie paid for in two months 
time, unlefs otherwife agreed for. 

XII) Things fhall remain in the Eaft-Indies, in point of peace and 
commerce between both nations, for three years to come, as they were 
fettled by treaty in India in the year 1 635 between the prefident or go- 
vernor, WiUiani Methwold, for the Englifh there, and the Portuguefe 
governors ; after which a'^rpetual peace fhall enfue. 

' ’ 3 G!W’^he fhbjddi Of ■^^iknd jfettled' on the^ coaft of Africa under 
the Pofm’godfe, Viz. hl^^\ 3 ^fe;Bini|^&c;^nd'in the ifle of St'.'Thome, 
and other ifl'es on that cd^^%ho privilege under the kings of 

Caftile, fhall not, be iholeftedf herein/ And the king of Portugal may 
freely hire the Englifh fhips trading to thofe coafts, until otherwife fettled 
between both nations ' • 

XrV) The fubjedls of. the king of Great Britain fhall have the fame 
liberty of importing into and exporting jfiom Portugal all forts of goods 


carry their {laves from 
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and merchandize, as has been granted to the flates of Holland, &c. by 
treaty in 1640. 

XV) The Englifh £hall not be liable to imprifonment, nor to feizure 
of their perfbns, goods, books of accounts, &c. in the fame manner as 
has been or fliall be granted to the fubjeds of any other potentate. 

XVII) The Englifh in Portugal fhall not be difturbed on account of 
conference or difference of religion, provided they give no fcandal to 
the natives, &c. {Feeder a, V. xx, p. 52’3'*.] 

The great Cardinal Richlieu, who had brought the commerce, colo- 
nies, and manufadures, of France to a confiderable height, and had laid 
a folid foundation for much greater improvements to be made by his 
fucceffors, died this year He left France poflefled of r 00 warlike fhips 
and galleys, with fuitable naval ftores in the royal arfenals. He raifed 
the crown revenue to 70,000,00a of livres annually, whereas -at his ac- 
ceffion to the miniftry it had been reckoned but at 35,000,000. And 
he alfo ereded a company for the trade to the Weft-India ifles. 

The lafl conflitutional ad of parliament ehaded by King Charles, to- 
gether with the lords and commons, was in this year [f". 37J which 
confirmed the grant of 24 millions of acres- of lands in Ireland forfeited 
by the rebels there, and granted by two former ads [rr. 33 and 35]' to 
all perfons and corporations in England who fhould pay down certain.. 
fums ; and is now extended to all perfons, Englifh, Scottifh.; Irifh, and - 
Dutch, being proteftants. And fuch as fliould by this lafl ad fubferibe-j . 
fhould have acres of a larger meafure than Englifh flatute onesi viz. each’ 
to be 160 poles of 21 feet, inflead of 164 feet each. 

Towards the clofe of this year, 1642, the war between King Charles 
and" his lords and commons commenced, to the no fmall interruption 
of commerce and raanufadures, as may eafily be imagined. 

The French author of the Hiflory of the Caribbee ifles (Paris, 165&) 
-fays, that about this year a company of traders of the province of Zea- 
land firft planted on the ifle of Tobago in the Weft-Indies, by fending 
200 men thither, and gave it the name of New Walcheren ; but itfeems 
the natives murdered fome of the Dutch, and forced the reft to dSfert 
it. Yet in 1650 the Zealanders from Flufhihg replanted that ifle, which, , 
lying the moft fourherly of all the Caribbee ifl^s, and neareft to the 
continent, feemed very conveniently fituated for a contraband trade, 
with the Spanifh province of New Andalufia, and alfo for the growth . 
of fugar-canes, cotton, and ginger. Yet the Dutch made nothing cx>n- 
fiderable of that promifing fpot, although it has the conveniencies of 


We now take oiir leave of the Foed;era An- 
GLijE., the noblefl collcdion o£ autberjtic records 
that any age or country, at kaft in Europe, can 
boail of. Thurloe’s State papen (in feven volumes 
folio) the Treaties of peace and commerce entered into 
with foreign . powers, and A3s of parliament^ 


follow’ the F^d'era, as authentic documents of our 
commercial hiftory in the fucceeding times : and 
great afiiftance is afforded by a vaft variety of tem- 
porary publications, pxofefledly lUion commercial; 
fubjeas. 



42 * A. a 1542. 

water, foil, and climate ; and they have long fince abandoned it. Thk 
author takes no notice of the duke of Gourland’s fettlement in Tobago. 

Sir Jofiah Child (in his chapter on plantations, p. 196) endeavours to 
account for the fmall fuccefs the Dutch have had .compared with Eng- 
land in planting remote colonies : ‘ i fl:, they have not had thofe caules 
‘ for peopling colonies which England has had, viz. the perfecution of 
" the puritans in the reigns of King James and Charles I : zdly, King 
^ Charles's party after the battle of Worcefter, and the Scots being rout- 
‘ ed there, helped to plant Barbados and Virginia : 3dly, at the reftora- 
‘ tion the royalifts getting into all employments and offices, and the 
‘ army being difbanded, &c. many of the commonwealth party with- 
' drew to New England, &c. ; 4thly., the lownefs of the intereft of mo- 
‘ ney in Holland, as well as of the cuftoras on merchandize, together 
‘ with their toleration of all religions, and their other encouragements 

* given to trade, occafions employment for all their own people at 

* home, as alfo for multitudes of foreigners who come to fettle there.’ 
And indeed we may add, 'that, for.'the moft part, none that can live 
comfortably, and that have full employment at home, will care to go 
into either violently hot, or extremely cold, or unufual climates, to work 
at the painful employments of new plantations. Moreover, the Dutch 
have fcarcely had one other great means which we had for the firft 
peopling of Virginia and Barbados, viz. picking up many loofe and va- 
grant people, chiefly in the ftreets of London and Weftminfler, and 
other idle and diflblute perfons, who, by merchants and mafters of fliips, 
were for many years fpirited away (as they then termed it) to thofe co- 
lonies. As to what the Dutch have done in the Eaft-Indies in the way 
of colonies, it was either by war or for traffic, by eredting ftrong forts 
on the fea-coafb, where, as at the Cape of Good Hope, and in the ifles 
.of Ceylon, Java, &c. they have moftly made ufe of the natives for plan- 
tation and cultivation. And this has alfo been partly the cafe with the 
Spanifli and Por.tuguefe greater colonies in America ; but not in any 
great degree in thofe of France, from which laft populous kingdom im- 
menfe numbers of people have been fent to their colonies in America. 

The following extrad from an, account painted in r642 of feveral na- 
val charges and equipments of the years 11540, 41, and 42, by order of 
parliament, will in part fhow the in^^fe ,di^erence both in refpedt to 
flrength and expenfe between our Ehgliffi navy then and now, viz. 

j . Imprimis, the charge of i o . of the king's Ihips and .1 o merchant 
Ihips employed on the narrow feas, cmn6 1641, - ' L^y,5^2 4 6 

2, ^ — Ordinary of the navy for the year 1 640, 27,610 3 9 

3-. for the year 1641, 37,122 .3 4 

4,-. — — -I — _^'Yot,the,year'i 64 : 2 ,.^ ii .6 

. 5. dh^e for the vidualler qf tJ\e,^vy - 

' nary expepfe of the year' 164^^ 'f ' '• , 17 9 
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6. TBe efoptioM® of the oflBce of ordnance for the 

years i64r and 1642 together, - 

7. Charge of fetting forth 15 of his majefty’s &ips for 

the narrow feas* anno 1642, for eight months, 
to the treafurer of the navy, 

8. Ditto for 24 merchant fliips-for the fame year and 

time, - - - - 

9. For vidlualling the faid 15 king’s fliips for that 

time, - “ - - - 
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The Dutch Weft-India company, obferving that the native Indians of 
Chili were inveterately incenfed againft their conquerors the Spaniards, 
had flattered themfelves that they ftiould be able to make an eafy con- 
quefl: of that fine country. For this end they fitted out a fquadron of 
ihips, hoping thereby to poilefs themfelves of fome of their gold mines. 
At firft indeed they defeated a party of Spaniards in that country, and 
gained over fome of the chiefs of the native Indians to enter into an al- 
liance with them againft the Spaniards, which encouraged the Dutch to 
erexft a fort at Baldivia, and to propofe a commercial correlpondence 
with the natives j yet the later, through fome mifchance or other, be- 
coming jealous of their proceedings, the Dutch were in the end obliged 
to retire from Chili to that part of Jfoafil which was at this time in their 
pofiefiion. 

A frefh company of merchants of France had been eftabliflied by 
Richlieu for the trade to the Eaft-Indies ; but though they fent out'a. 
fhip every year for' India, yet moft of their ihips were either entirely 
loft, or elfe loft moft of their failors by diftempers. And though they 
made great attempts to fettle a permanent colony at Madagafcar, yet it 
did not fucceed, and fo this third company came. to nothing. Yet fome: 
private merchants from St. Maloes fent fhips to India, which trade, it 
was faid, turned out well for fome time, but was afterwards dropped. 

This year two Dutch ftiips failed from Batavia in the Eaft-Indies on 
difcovery fouthward. They found a new paflage by fea to the loath of 
New Holland, Van Dieman’s land, &c. Coming to New Zealand, in 4.2 
degrees i o minutes fouth latitude, they there found a cruel barbarous 
people, who murdered four of their men. Thence they failed north- 
weft amongft many iflands, to fome of which they gave the names of 
Amfterdam, Rotterdam, &c. Thence they failed weft about to New 
Guinea, and home to Batavia, after being out about ten months. {^Har- 
ris’s ColkBion of voyages, p. 608.] 

1 643. — In March 1 642-3 the Englifli lords and commons in parlia- 
ment made an ordinance, without the king, for raifing L34,i oB ; 1 o 
per week, which amotmts Co Li ,773,649 : i6 per annum. {Rnjhworth’s 
Hifiorkol colUSlions, V. v, p, 1 50..] 
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By an ordinance of the lords and commons in parliament in the year 
(1:643, the fines for the freedom of the company of the merchant-adven- 
'turers of England were .doubled, viz. Lioo for a Londorier, and L50 for 
one in any of the outports ; with power alfo for this fociety to imprifon 
fuch as refufed to pay the faid fines. The words of the ordinance of the 
lords and commons (being one of the firft ads or ordinances ifilted by 
their authority without the royal aflent) are as follow, viz. ‘ that this 
* company having been found very ferviceable and profitable to this 
‘ ftate, and efpecially to the antient and great trade of clothing ; this 
‘ fellowlhip Ihall therefor continue and be a corporation, with power 
' to levy monies on its members and their goods, for the necefiary 
‘ charge and maintenance of their government. And that no perfon 
‘ {hall trade within their limits but freemen of the corporation, upon 
‘ forfeiture of their goods ; provided, that this company fhall not ex- 
‘ elude any perfon from his freedom therein who fhall fiefire it by way 
‘ of redemption, if fuch perfon by their cuftom be capable thereof, 
‘ hath been a bred merchant j and fhall pay Lioo for the fame, if a 
‘ freeman of London, and trading from that port ; or L50 if not free 
‘ of London, and not trading from that port. They {hall have power 
‘ to imprifon members in matters of government, and to adminifier 
‘ fuch oaths to them as {hall be approved by parliament ; provided alfo, 
‘ that all rights confirmed by adl of parliament or antient charters fhall 
‘ be hereby faved. And it was ordered, that a bill be prepared for pafC* 
‘ ing an .ad in this prefent parliament for farther fettling and confirm- 
‘ ing the privileges of this fellowfhip, .and this ordinance in the mean 
‘ time to remain. in force.’ 

But this, was in confideration of no lefs a fum than Ljo^ooo advanced 
to the parliament by the merchant-adventurers. 

In the fame year there came out a like ordinance of parliament in 
favour of the Levant (or Turkey) company, declaring, ‘ that, for the 
‘ encouragement of that fellowfhip, which, befide the building and 
‘ maintaining of diver-s great fhips, and the venting of kerfies, fayes, 
‘ perpetuanos, and feveral other commodities, hath been found very 

ferviceable to this ftate, by advancing navigation, and tranfporting 
‘ into foreign parts, for feveral years together, above 20,000 broad 
‘ . cloths yearly, befides other commodities, dyed and drefled in. their 
‘ full manufadure, and for the better government and regulating of 
‘ trade, the faid fellowfliip fliall continue to be a corporation, and fhall 
‘ have the free choice and removal of all officers, &c. who are to be 
‘ maintained by them either at home or abroad, whether ambafladors, 
‘ governors, deputies, confuls, &c. And {hall have power to levy mo- 
‘ nies On their members and on ftrangers upon all goods {hipped in 

Englifh bottoms, or on ftrangers bottoms, going to, or coming from, 

the Levant, for the fupply of their own . necelTary expenfe, as Vvell a? 
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" for fuch fums of money as fliall be advanced for the ufe and benefit 
‘ of the ftate by the approbation of parliament And no perfon fhall 
‘ bring from, or fend goods or fhips into, the limits of their charter but 
‘ fuch as are free brothers, or otherwife licenced by the corporation, on 
^ pain of forfeiture of the whole, or other leller penalty to be impofed 
‘ by this corporation on their goods or fhips. None fhall be excluded 
' from the freedom of this corporation who fhall defire it by way of re- 
‘ demption, if fuch perfon be a mere merchant and otherwife capable 
‘ thereof, and fhall pay L50 for the fame, if above 27 years of age, 
‘ or L25 if under that age, or fo much lefs as their fellowfliip fhall 
‘ think fitting. They may alfo impofe fines on perfons wittingly con- 
‘ temning or difobeying their orders, but not to exceed L20 for any 
‘ one offence : and, in default, to diftrain the goods of perfons fo fined ; 
‘ and if no fufiicient diftrefs can be found, to imprifon their perfons 
‘ till they pay their fines, or otherwife give fatisfadlion. They fhall have 
‘ power alfo to give fuch oaths as fhall be approved by parliament, pro- 
‘ vided that all rights or charters granted under the broad feal of Eng- 
‘ land or otherwife fhall be hereby faved. It is alfo ordained, that with 
‘ all convenient expedition a bill fhall be prepared to pafs into an aifi: of 
! this prefent parliament, for the ferther fettling and full confirmation 
‘ of this fellowfhip’s privileges, &c. ; and this ordinance to remain in 
‘ full force till then.’ 

Brower (or Brewer), a Dutchman, failed into the great South fea 
through a paflage, fince called by his name, eafl of the flrait of Le Maire 
(mentioned under the year 1616), and fo round by Cape Horne, as 
ufual. 

In this fame year, the exclufive privileges of the Dutch Eaft-Tndia 
company expiring, they were renewed for 27 years longer, in confidera- 
tion of 1 ,600,000 gilders paid to the public. It is needlefs here to add, 
that thofe privileges have fince been renewed from time to time to our 
days, and that on every fuch renewal that company advanced confider- 
able fums of money for the fame. • 

The French now firft planted the Caribbee ifland of St. Bartholomew, 
in the latitude of i6 degrees, about five miles north of St. Chriflophers. 
It has but little ground fit for cultivation, yet it is faid to have plenty 
of lignum-yitse a'nd iron-wood. It is unfafe for flipping, by reafon of 
the many rocks which furround it. It has been feveral times in French 
and Englifli hands by turns. 

By an ordinance of the lords and commons the duty on our planta- 
tion-tobacco was now made J^d per pound weight : yet in the following 
year, by another ordinance, they reduced it to per pound, cuftom 

^ It may be prefumed that they, a8 well as the merchant-adventurers, paid for the renewal of their 
privileges. 
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and excife togetlierj ' they finding,’ as that ordinance exprefles it, ‘ that 
“ the duty of had fomewhat intermitted the trade in that commodi- 
‘ ty;’ which fhews that tobacco was by this time become a trade worth 
the attention of parliament. 

The parliament now laid a tax for the enfuing year on. beer and ale 
in all counties within the limits of their power, calling it by a new 
Vfoxdi, excife. In which ordmanee they alfo laid a duty of 4/ per pound 
©n foreign tobacco, and ^ on Englifh tobacco j L6 on every ton of 
wine retailed, and Lj per ton for private- confumption. A duty allb 
on raifins, fugar, currants, cloth of gold and filver, tifiue, damaik table- 
linen ; which fhews they were in great want of money. And the king’s - 
parliament, then fitting at Oxford, i-mpofed the like taxes on all within 
their power, and never met more at all. The city of London (accord- 
ing to Rji/hworth, V. iii, p. 2) agreed to make a weekly payment of 
Lio,ooo, exclufive of Wefhninfter and the other fuburbs ; which fhews 
the great wealth as well as zeal of the citizens. Yet it is fcarcely to be 
fuppofed, that the city could have conftantly paid fo great an afTeflhaent. 

At this time one Kephler a Dutchman brought into England the 
knowlege of the fine fcarlet dye- called the Bow-dye, as being firfl prac- 
tifed at the village of Bow near London. 

1644. — According to Ware’s Hibemorum [j&. 1 81 J on the 8th. of 

Augufl 1.644 the citizens of Dublin were numbered^ and found to be -of 

1,2565- men, Papifts 1 1202- men. 

4 2986- women.. ^ fi4o6womem. 


Proteflahts- 


T otal protefiants 5551 
Total papifts 2608 - 


Total papifts 2608 


Total of both 8159. 

As the city of Dublin is the capital of Ireland, the refidence. of the 
king’s lieutenant and of all the courts of law, as well as.the ufual place 
for holding the parliament, &c. I- think it impoffible that this.cenfus^ 
can be of any other than adult perfons alone, to approach near to any 
probability of truth. If therefor there be, as ufually computed, at 
leaft two diildren to. each adult perfon, tlien - 8159. 

Multiplied by 2, gives - - 16,318 


Total liien,. women, and- children,. 24477 

This was but a fmall number compared to the number in that city 
atthis^ime, which fince then has greatly increafed, more efpecially 
fince the acceflion of the prefent royal family, infomuch that they are 
now computed by many to amount to above ioo,ooo.Touls, 
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The toll exa( 9 :ed by the crown, of Denmark from all ' foreign fliips, 
gaffing to and from the Baltic fea thruugh the Sound of Ellinore, was 
in confideration of the protedion thofe fhips received from the caftie 
©f Kronenbiirg, for a fafeguard from pirates, who were numerous in 
that fea in the 13th and 14th centuries, and alfo for light-houfes ered- 
cd by Denmark for the diredion of fhipping in dark nights. About 
the time the Dutch {hook off the yoke of Spain, Denmark made un- 
reafonable demands on them. But this year the Dutch alEfted the 
Swedes in an invaiion of Denmark, whereby the later lofl part of their 
dominions to Sweden. This brought on a treaty in the following year 
1 645 , whereby, after numberlefs difputes between Denmark and Sweden, 
Denmark was obliged to give up all right to demand any toll whatever 
on Swedilh fhips, having only their own merchandize paffing the Sound, 
yet they were ilill bound to pay toll for the merchandize of other na- 
tions in their bottoms. 

Moreot^r, the ftates-general of the United provinces at the fame time 
renewed former treaties with Denmark, and fettled the moderate toll they 
were thenceforward to pay at paffing the Sound, being about L25 fler- 
ling for a fhip of 200 tons ; to which England and France alfb agreed. 
By the third article of this treaty, it is exprefsly ftipulated, that Dutch 
{hips and goods paffing the Sound fhall not be fearched ; but entire cre- 
dit fhall be given to the mariners producing their cockets. And the 
tolls now agreed on fhall continue the fame for forty years to come. 

1645. — have feen (under the year 1640) that the royal mint in 
the tower of London had for fome years before that period been made 
ufe of as a bank or depofit for merchants to lodge their cafh in. But 
King Charles having, in that year, made free with their money therein, 
the mint loft its credit in that refpeft. After which, the merchants and 
traders of London generally trufted their cafh with their fervants till 
the breaking out of the civil war, when their apprentices and clerks 
frequently left their maflers to go into the army. Thereupon, in fuch 
unfettled times, merchants not daring to confide in their apprentices, 
began firfl, about this year, 1645, to lodge their cafh in goldfmiths 
hands, both to receive and pay for them. Until which time, the whole 
and proper bufinefs of London goldfmiths was to buy and fell plate, and 
foreign coins of gold and filver, to melt and cull them, to coin fome at 
the mint, and with the reft to fupply the refiners, plate-makers, and 
merchants, as they found the price to vary. This account of the mat- 
ter we have from a fcarce and moft curious fmall pamphlet publifhed in 
1676, entitled, the Myftery of the new-fafhioned goldfmiths or bankers 
difcovered, in only eight 4to pages The author obferves, that this 
new banking bufinefs foon grew very honfiderable. It happened, fays 

* No bookfellet’s or printer's names are affixed to the title page. 
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he, in thofe times of civil commotion, that the parliament, out of the 
plate and old coin brought into the mint, coined feven millions into 
half-crowns; and there being no mills then in ufe at the mint, this new 
money was of a very unequal weight, fometimes 2d and 3 i difference 
in an ounce, and mofl of it was, it feems, heavier than it ought to 
have been, in proportion to the value in foreign parts. Of this the 
goldfmiths made naturally the advantages ufual in fuch cafes, by pick- 
ing out the heavieft and melting them down or exporting them. It 
happened alfo that our old gold coins were too weighty, and of tbefe 
alfo they took the like advantage. 

Moreover, fuch merchants’ fervants as ftill kept their mafters’ running- 
calh, had fallen into a way of clandeftinely lending the fame to the 
goldfmiths, 2A \d per cent per diem, who, by thefe and fuch-like means, 
were enabled to lend out great quantities of cafh to necefiitous mer- 
chants and others, weekly or monthly, at high intereft ; and alfo be- 
gan to difcount the merchants’ bills, at the like or an higher rate of in- 
tereft. Much about the fame time, they (the goldfmiths or bank- 
ers) began to receive the rents of gentlemens eflates, remitted to town, 
and to allow them, and others who put cafh into their hands, fame in- 
tereft for it, if it remained but for a fingle month in their hands, or 
even a leffer time. This was a great allurement for people to put their 
money in their hands, which would bear intereft till the day they wanted 
it, (fomewhat like our modern Eafl-India company’s bonds.) And they 
could alfo draw it out by Lioo or L56, &c. at a time, as they wanted it, 
with infinitely lefs trouble than if they had lent it out On either real or 
perfonal fecurity. The confequence was, that it quickly brought a great 
cafh into their hands; fo that the chief or greatefl of them were now 
enabled to fupply Cromwell with money in advance on the revenues, as 
his occafions required, upon great advantages to tbemfelves. 

After the reftoration. King Charles being in want of money, the 
bankers took 10 per cent of him, barefacedly ; and, by private con- 
trads on many bills, orders, tallies, and debts, of that king’s, they got 
20, fometimes 30, per cent, to the great difhonour of the government. 
This great gain induced the goldfmiths more and more to become lend- 
ers to the king ; to anticipate all the revenue ; to take every grant of 
parliament into pawn as foon as it was given ; alfo to outvie each other 
in buying and taking to pawn bills, orders, and tallies ; fo that, in ef- 
fect, all the revenue pafled through their hands. And fo they went on 
till the fatal fhutting of the exchequer in the year 1672 ; of which in- 
its place.. Since the happy revolution in 1688, our legiflators have put 
it out of; the power of the crown alone to make anticipations on par- 
liamentary grants, which can only be done by a claufe or. claufes in 
fuch refpediye flatutes. 

By a treaty, of commerce now cbiiclhded - between the queen regent?: 
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of France, in the minority of Louis XIV, and the king and kingdom:^ 
of Denmark, it was ftipulated, ‘ that French fliips, or Mps hired or 
‘ laden by Frenchmen palling the famous Sound of Denmark, whither— 
‘ foever they may be bound or may come from, or what goods foever 
‘ they may have on board, lhall not be obliged to pay any more toll 
‘ than that agreed this fame year in a table of this toll with the Dutch.’ 
And the French lhall pay the fame for fea-beacons and fires as the Dutch 
pay. And that both kingdoms lhall in general enjoy freedom of com- 
merce in each other’s refped:ive kingdom. 

In the Colleftion of orders, ordinances, and declarations of parlia- 
ment, (printed for £. Hulhand, printer to the houfe of commons, in 
folio, 1646) we have a lift [p. 665] of the public navy, and alfo of the 
merchant Ihips, fet forth in the fummer 1645, by order of parliament, 
viz. 



‘To 71 S. 

Men. 

Gttnso ^ 

One ihip (Vice-admiral Blyth) of 

875 

280 

SO 

One of - - - • 

600 

170 

40 

One (Rear-admiral Owen) of 

- 5:75' 

170.' 

40 

One of 

- 557 

170 

38 

One of - - 

520 

170 

38 

One of - 

559 

160 

38^ 

One (under Vice-admiral Batten) of 

650 

260 

36 

One of 

512 

160 

36 

One of - - 

500 

150 

36 

The reft confifted of 17 fmaller Ihips, 

, from 400 tons. 

1 10 

men, and 


2.8 guns, down to 80 tons, 45 men, and 8 guns j fo that here is only 
one Ihip which could at all be admitted, in our days, into a line of: 
battle. 

The Royal fovereign, built ten years before, and perhaps feveral others 
large Ihips of war were either flail under the king’s command, or.elfe 
were not as yet judged neceirary. . There were alfo fix pinks and frigates, , 
of each 50 tons burden ; and eighteen merchant Ihips, from 405 tons, 
121 men, and 29 guns, down to 106 tons, 59 men, and 12 guns. Pro- - 
bably this was the greateft part of the parliament’s naval force. Yet, at 
this time, there arofe a great coolnefs and jealoufy between this parlia- - 
men^ and the Dutch republic ; the Dutch, through the prince of Orange’s • 
influence, having (hewn a manifeft partiality to the king’s fide, which 
the parliament at this time clofely argued with the ftates-general, in a . 
long and fharp declaration or remonftrance, printed in the book of or- 
dinances. . The parliament therefor icon found ic needful to increafe 
their marine, as forefeeing a ftorra from that quarter. . 

1646.— By an ordinance of. the lords and commons in parliament, in- 

The .French had at this time fo . few ihips .of their own that this difUadlon was ■very iieceilary* 
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•the year 1646^, it was enaded, that from the 24th February 1(345, old 
ftile, the court of wards and liveries, and all wardfhips, liveries, premier- 
feifins, and ouftre-les-mains, be taken away ,; and that all tenures by 
homage, and all fines, licences, feizures, and pardons for alienation, be 
likewife taken away V as alfo, that all tenures by knights-fervice either 
of his majefty or of others, or by knights-fervice or foccage in capite 
of his majefty, be turned into free and common foccage. Which ordi- 
nance was amply confirmed by an adl of the protedor and his parlia- 
ment in the year 1656. 

The removal of thefe antient Norman badges of fervitude, or fbme- 
thing too near akin to ilavery, was thought fo reafonable, though now 
enaded by the lords and commons without the king, with whom they 
were at war, that, upon the reftoration of Charles II, it was con- 
firmed by an ad of the legiflature, as will be feen in its place. Ser- 
vitude or vaflalage is in its confequences ever obftrudive of commerce 
and induftry, .and therefor ought to be abolifhed in all free and wife 
governments. In a fawning letter from Sir Robert Cecil, Queen Eliza- 
beth’s fee retary, to King James of Scotland in the year 1601, amongfi: 
other points he exhorts him in the words following, ‘ to diflblve the 
‘ court of wards,’ (in England) on the fuppofition of his undoubtedly 
fucceeding the queen, ‘ being the ruin of all the noble and antient 
‘ families of this realm, by bafe matches and evil education of child- 
‘ ren, by which no revenue of the crown will be defrayed.’ \Appen-> 
dix to Dr. Robertfon’s Hijiory of Scotland, F. ii, p. i i>j, ed. 1759.] 

By another printed ordinance of the lords and commons, we fee 
fomewhat of the ftate of the commerce of the Englifh American plan- 
tations, reciting, ‘ that whereas the feveral plantations of Virginia, Ber- 
‘ mudas, Barbados, and other places of America, have been much be- 

* neficiahto this kingdom, by the increafe of navigation, and of the 
‘ cuftoms arifing from the commodities of the growth of thofe planta- 
‘ tions imported into this kingdom ; and as goods and neceflaries car- 
‘ ried thither from hence have not hitherto paid any cuftom, for the 
‘ better carrying on of the faid plantations, it is now ordained by the 
‘ lords and commons in parliament, that all merchandize, goods, and 
‘ neceflaries, for the fupportation, ufe, and expenfe of the faid planta- 

tions, fliall pay no cuftom nor duty for the fame, the duty of excife 
‘ only excepted for three years to come, except to the plantations in 
' Newfoundland : fecurity being given here, and certificates from thence, 
‘ that the faid goods be really exported thither, and for the only ufe of 
‘the faid plantations: provided always, that none in any of the ports 
‘ of the faid plantations do fuffer any fhip or veflel to lade any goods of 
‘ the growth of the plantations, and carry them to foreign parts, ex- 
‘ cept in Englifh bottoms, under forfeiture of the before-named exemp- 

* ition from aufloms.’ Hereby the fotmdgtion was laid for the uaviga- 
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t'ion a^ls afterwards, which may be juftly termed the commercial palla- 
dium of Britain. We ihall alfo fee this wife provifo farther legally en- 
aded after the reftoration of King Charles II, by the famous ads of 
navigation. 

It is but too true, that both the Englifli and Dutch continued too long 
to deprefs Spain, and too long to encourage the preponderation of the 
power and flrength of France, whereby, even fo early as this time, the 
balance of power, with refped: to thofe two nations, was much endan- 
gered. Thus the Orange party in Holland, jealous of the oppofite de- 
mocratical party, made Admiral Van Trump, in the years 1 644, 45*, 
and 46, block up the ports of Graveling, Mardyk, and' Dunkirk, until 
they at length fell finally into the hands of France : and, in recompenfe, 
France made many feizures of Dutch fhips in the Mediterranean, &c. 
whereby, it is faid, the democratical merchants of Amfterdam alone 
loft ten millions of gilders. 

According to Savary’s DiBionaire nniverfelle du .commerce^ the manufac- 
ture of fine woollen cloth was now firft fet on foot at Sedan by three 
Frenchmen, who had a patent for twenty years, to be the foie diredors 
of the manufadure of black as well as coloured cloths : and for their 
encouragement, they had each a penfion of 500 livres for life, and their 
children were thereby nobilitated in France, and their foreign work- 
men declared to be denizens of France, free from being quartered on 
by foldiers, and from ail taxes and excifes. The diredors were alfo al- 
lowed 8000 livres yearly for carrying on that manufadure during thfe 
faid term. And the fuccefs has even exceeded expedation, the Sedan 
cloths having been brought to great perfedion. 

Thus we fee, that Cardinal Mazarine trode in the ftep's of his prede- • 
ceftbr Richlieu, and we cannot- wonder at the improvements made by 
France in alraoft every fpecies of manufadure, when we fee fuch great 
and early encouragements given to the promoters of them. 

1647. — At this time the feeblenefs and decline of Spain were very 
apparent. • Her want of manufaduresy produd, and other- necefTaries, 
within herfelf; for fupplying her vaft ' American colonies, occafioning 
ail the gold and filver brought thence to be paid away as faft as they 
received it, to the Englifh, Dutch, French, . Germans, and Italians, for 
all kinds of neceflariesTor the colonies. Moreover^ the fcarcity of people 
in Spain, compared to the great extent of that country, was now fadly, 
felt, partly occafioned by the expulfion of fo vaft a number of Moors 
and Jews, and partly by permitting fuch numbers of people to go over 
from time to time entirely to fettle in America ; fo that Spain was be- 
come more than half defolate, and even thofe ftill remaining in it were 
become the moft idle, lazy, and indolent, people of any civilized na-- 
tion. It was certain, they could not find people enough of their own for 
cultivating their lands, -and were obliged to employ poor French people, . 
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as indeed they have to this time done, to come every year over the Py- 
renean mountains into Spain, for getting in their harvefts. This me- 
lancholy fituation is by fome authors faid to have put the Spanifh court 
upon confultation, about the middle of this century, whether it might 
not be advifeable for the king and his court, &c. to rernove to and fettle 
entirely in America, in confideration of their not having a fufficiency 
of people for the joint prefervation of the Spanifh dominions both in 
Europe and America. In the next fucceeding reign of King Charles II, 
Spain grew flill more feeble : yet, after all, fhe has fince, through wifer 
counfels, been able to weather moft of her misfortunes, ^d is, in our 
days, in a more profperous condition than fhe had been for above 130 
years backward. 

The lords and commons of the Englifh parliament now wifely and 
abfolutely prohibited the exportation of Englifh wool. They alfo iffued 
a proclamation for fupporting the privileges and charters of the fociety 
of the merchant-adventurers of England, who, in this year, had re- 
moved their foreign refidence or comptoir from Delft to Dort. And our 
woollen trade at this time was in a very profperous condition, 

Yet, through many various misfortunes, and efpecially the many en- 
croachments and cruelties of the Dutch company, the Englifh Eaft- 
India company’s trade feems to have been at this time almofl quite 
funk, or at leaft much decayed. 

It was about this year that the Caribbee ifland of Marygalante was 
begun to be planted by the French. Such parts of it as are plain and 
not quite barren they cultivated very well, chiefly for the growth of to- 
bacco ; but it is faid to be in general very mountainous. Columbus, in 
the year 1493,' named it after his own fhip. 

England’s wealth and commerce at this time mufl have been very 
confiderable, fince, notwithftanding the interruptions which a fix years 
civil war mufl have occahoned, the lords and commons had raifed up- 
wards of forty millions fterling for the war againfl the king, between 
the years 1641 and 1647, about L 6 , 566,666 ; 13 : 4 per annum, 
[_Royal treafury of England, p. 297,, Svo, 1725] befide what the king 
had raifed in the counties where his interefl was predominant. 

1648. — The pitch and tar manufadlure of Sweden was in early times 
a very confiderable part of their commerce. The principal ports from 
whence thofe articles were of old exported to the reft of Europe, were 
Stockholm and Wyburg. But Queen Chriftiana having, in the year 
1648, eredted a joint-^ftock tar company, exclufive e *5 all others, where- 
by they were laid to have doubled their capital every three years, thofe 
monopolifts laid fuch exorbitant prices on pitch and tar, they obliging 
themfelves by that charter to take off all that was made in the king- 
dom, that even fuch parts of Sw^en as before made no tar were then 
obliged to fall into the making of it, whereby the quantity was greatly 
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m parts of Sweden as were not witMn tbe limits of that 
company’s patent, which almoft ruined them. However, by frelh aids 
they recovered again, and fo lately as the beginning of the eighteenth 
century, their monopoly brought fome diftrefs upon this kingdom, 
which in the end was produ6:ive of much good, as will appear under 
the year 1703. 

The long and bloody wars between the houfe of Auftria on one fide, 
and France and Sweden on the other fide, at length brought on the 
famous treaty of Weftphalia. England had indeed no concern therein, 
being too deeply engaged at home ; yet as this memorable pacification 
confiderably affeded all the other great potentates of Ghriftendom, it 
well deferves a due animadverfion in this work, as far as more ininle- 
diately relates to our fubjedv 

I) In the German empire France obtained a confiderable acceffion 
of dominion. Sweden got a great part of Pomerania, with the arch- 
bifliopric of Bremen, now fecularized and converted into a dukedom, 
and alfo the bifliopric fince called the principality of Verden : the 
duke of Bavaria gained all the Upper palatinate, and Was made an elec- 
tor of the empire, 

II) Spain, growing continually more feeble, by this treaty found her- 
felf obliged to conclude a folid and perpetual peace with the ftates-general 
of the feven United provinces of the Netherlands, by renouncing all for- 
mer claims and pretenfions,.and acknowleging them to be free and inde- 
pendent fovereigns. And' indeed if the Spaniards had good reafons for 
agreeing to this peace with the Dutch, as it was commonly believed 
that their war with them had coft no lefs than 1,500,600,000 of 
ducats, the Dutch on the other hand had ground to be equally pleafed 
therewith, not only for the immediate advantage and honour thereby 
redounding to them, but likewife becaufe they now began too plainly 
to perceive the fcale of France to preponderate ; and that, if Spain fliould 
be reduced tod low, France might become (as has fince been often ex- 
perienced) a very dangerous neighbour to them, by robbing Spain of 
many of the nobleft and ftrongeft towns of her Netherlands. 

III) This treaty adjufted the fecurity of the trade and navigation to 
both the Eaft and Weft Indies. The rule of uti pojjidetls being now to 
■take place between Spain and Holland, not only in both the Indies, but 
alfo (with refpedl to Holland and Portugal) in Brafil, and on the weft 
coaft of Africa, as far as Spain had any claims. Spain was moreover 
hereby to keep her navigation to the Eaft-Indies in the fame manner 
they then held it, without being at liberty to extend it farther Neb 

* Spain’s only communication with the Eaft- This condition was thereft^r prudjntly ftipulated 
Indies, then and ever fince, was from -New Spain* by the'Duteb* A* 
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ther were the inliabitants of the Spanifli Low countries to frequent the 
Spanifh fettlements in the Eaft-Indies *- 

IV) With regard to the Weft-Indies or America, the fubjeds of Spain 
and Holland were mutually to abftain from failing to, or trading in, 
any of the harbours, places. See. poflefled by the one or the other party 
there. 

V) The river Scheldt, as alfo the canals of Sas and Swyn, and other 
mouths of rivers difemboguing themfelves there, were ftipulated to be 
kept ftiut on the fide of the lords the ftates-general f. 

VI) It was ftipulated that the Hanfe towns Ihould enjoy all the fame 
rights, privileges, &c. in the dominions of Spain, which by this treaty 
were, or fliould in future be, granted to the fubjedts of the ftates- 
general; and reciprocally, the fubjeds of the ftates-general were to en- 
joy the fame privileges, &c. in Spain as the Hanfeatics ; whether for 
eftablilhing confuls in the capital ports of Spain, or elfewhere, as ftiould 
be needful, or for the freedom of their merchants, fadors, &c. and in 
like fort as the Hanfe towns have formerly enjoyed, or lhall hereafter 
obtain, for the fecurity of their navigation and commerce. The Dutch, 
were alfo to enjoy the fame privileges, &c, in Spain as the king of Great 
Britain’s fubjeds did ; and honourable places were to be appointed for 
the interment of fuch of the fubjeds of the ftates-general as fliould hap- 
pen to die in the Spanifli dominions. The king.of Spain, moreover, 
obliged himfelf effedu’ally to procure the continuation and obfervation 
of the neutrality and amity of the emperOr and empire with the ftates- 
general of the United Netherlands. {General Colledion of treaties y V. ii, 
p. 335, ed. 1732.] 

■ There was alfo a feparate article relating to the freedom of commerce 
on both fides ; againft the carrying of contraband goods to the enemy’s 
countries ; and refpeding the fearching of fhips, paflports, &c. needlefs 
here to be particularized. It is fufficient upon the whole to obferve, 
that the ftates-general of the United Netherlands by this honourable 
treaty gained the folid and lafting means of greatly enriching their peo- 
ple, by improving and extending their commerce, already grown to an 
amazing height in Eaft-India, as well as in Africa and Europe, And 
here we cannot omit a circumftance which, though in itfelf it may ap- 
pear inconfiderable, demonftrates the fuperiority of the Dutch in this 
treaty. The count of Oldenburg earneftly requefted the ftates-general 
to be included in the treaty : but by decrees of the 23d of May and the 
hth of Auguft it was denied, him ; ‘ becaufe he had for many years de- 

* This was urged to good purpofe by Great BrI- . f This was for preventing the revival of the trade 
tain and Holland againft the emperor Charles VI, of Antwerp, which ftill. languifties under the de- 
when he fet Up the Oftend company to trad^ from privation of its maritime commerce. A,. 
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* manded toll on the Wefer, in order to difcourage and obftrndl: com- 
‘ merce, efpecially that of this ftate.’ 

Spain at this time was become fo feeble in point of naval affairs as to 
be obliged to hire Dutch veflels for carrying on her American commerce. 

On the other hand (as fortune is feldom favourable every where) the 
Dutch Weft-India company was this year driven out of Angola in Africa 
by the Portuguefe. 

1649— It is faid that the Englifli Ruffia company remained foie 
mailers of the commerce to Archangel till the death of King Charles 1 , 
when it feems the Dutch, having by that time gained a powerful influ- 
ence at the Ruffian court, the minifters thereof laid hold of that oppor- 
tunity, on pretence of revenge againft a nation who had murdered their 
king, to introduce the Dutch into the Archangel trade, upon condition 
of paying 15 per cent on all imports and exports. Whereby they 
reaped fuch advantage that the Polilh envoy, in 1689, affirmed they 
had in that year 200 fadlors at Archangel. {^Harris’s Coll, of voyages, F". 
ii, p* 223.] This feems to be a more probable Hate of the Ruffian trade 
than that of the author of the Relation of the earl of Carlifle’s embafly 
to Ruffia in the year 1663, who, in his introdu<flion, infinuates that the 
czar Alexis Michaelowitz had abolilhed the company’s privileges purely 
out of refentment of the dilloyalty of fome of the members of our com- 
pany to their late fovereign : for in fad their privileges were abolilhed 
the year preceding King Charles’s death. It is true indeed that this 
czar had exprefled great indignation againft thofe concerned in King 
■Charles’s death, and that he had lent his fon King Charles II, while in 
exile, 40,000 crowns, (King Charles I having lent this czar’s father 
40,000 dollars, belide forces) which was punctually repaid. But this re^ 
fentment of the czar was no other than a political pretext, as appears by 
the earl of Car lille’s embafly : for although his lordlhip remonftrated, 
that, as the foundation of the good correfpondence between the two 
nations was laid in the exclufive privileges granted to the Englilh com- 
pany, who fir ft eftablilhed the traffic to Archangel, fo the king his 
mailer earneftly defired their re-eftablilhment : yet the czar perfifted in 
his refufal, even alleging that one Luke Nightingale had been fecretly 
fent to him by King Charles I, to defire the abolition of thofe privi- 
leges ; (a moft improbable thing) to which other frivolous reafons were 
fuperadded. But it feems the true reafon was the Dutch contraCl, as 
above : although it was alleged that the company had carried foreign 
merchandize through Ruffia without paying any cuftom, which had oc- 
cafioned a general complaint of the Ruffia merchants, faClors, and tradef- 
men, that the Englilh engrofled all their trade, and grew vaftly rich, 
whilfl; the czar’s own fubjeCls were thereby impoverilhed. It was far- 
ther lhamefully alleged, that all the Englilh merchants, to whom the 
privileges were firft granted, were dead, and that their privileges expired 
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with them. To all which the earl of Carlifle replied, that it was well; 
known that many of the Englifti in Rnffia were loyal, and teftified ap 
abhorrence of their king’s murder j that Nightingale was an impof- 
tor, and was never employed by the king j and that our company had 
never negledted to furniih the czar’s treafury with cloth, tin, lead, pew- 
ter, and all other EngliOi commodities, at a cheaper rate than either the 
Dutch or the Hamburghers could do, although they hardly could ever 
be paid without bribing the czar’s officers. He alfo utterly denied the 
company’s being guilty of importing tobacco, of trading in prohibited 
goods, of carrying foreign goods through the country cuftonn-free. And 
with refped to the allegation, that as the firll merchants were dead, their 
privileges died with thern, thofe privileges were ever underflopd to 
have been granted to the Englifli nation, and not to any particular per- 
fons, and were therefor perpetual. The czar’s commiffipners trifled 
raoft egregioufly in their conferences with Lord Carlifle : fo that being 
tired with delays, he got a private audiehcp with the czar, in which he 
reprefen ted in the ftrongefl; terms the re.alp5C^hle grounds of ^ing 
Charles’s defiring the refto ration of the company’s privileges, confirmed 
by this very czar at his acceflion in, the year 1645 ; ^hat the Englifti 
firfl opened a profitable trade for Ruflia as well as for England, at the^ 
expenfe of rnany lives, and the lols of fhips and money j that the Eng- 
lifh had fought the enemies of Ruffia in Eaft (or hftkio}. (e?, wh^n 
the neighbouring princes had leagued tc^effier to ihut up hf^ryaL ; th^t- 
they had lent fums of money for the wars, ffirnilhed foWiers. a,nd cpnt- 
maUders to fight the enemies of Ruflia, and hgd made peace foy them 
with the neighbouring princes. Yet„ after a great deal of pains takem 
by that lord, the czar and his minifters perfifted in their refofal pf re*- 
ftoring our company’s exclufive privileges. Sp he returned unfuccefs- 
fully home in ihdp ; and all that could bp obtained was only,.ffia,t the 
company might trade to Ruflia on the fame footing as the Dutch. And. 
thus from thenceforth they have rena,ained a regulated company, much 
refembling the other regulated ones of the Hamburgh andTurkey pomr 
panics ; each member trading on his owp-privajCe bottpm, paying a final! 
fum on admiffion, and certain anpuaj dji^s, fox. dpfrgyifig tfip genera^ 

expenfe of the company . " ' 

’ The Caribbee ifland of St. Crois^ itfeeras, in early times been fub- 
jed to many raafters in a Qaort (pace. The French hiftorian of the 
Caribbees obferves that the Englifh anfi Dutch had Ipng contelied 
the property of it ; and that at length they it l^tween thein : 

yet in the year 1649 the Englifh obliged the jputph inhajbitants to quit 
the ilHnd. Soon after, the, Spaniards ^ Fprto Jlieo inyadcd, it, burnt 
their hpufes, killed all the Englifh whp refiReA> ^tid, qbliged the reft to 
t^tifpprt thendfelyes to Barbuda. ‘ But, Sp^iards were about 

to xetuxn back to Bortp Rico, twp arfiidd Ffpidph flbips arriyed there 
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ia 1650 $nd ovcrppwfjed the Spaniards, obliging them to return forth- 
with to Porto Hicp* Here the French fettled themfelves, and have held 
h ever irnee. 

The Dapes have held the Caribbee iiland of St. Thomas for many years 
paft, (though the exad year of its firft fettlement be uncertain.) It is 
one of the elufter of numerous fmall iflands fituated to the eaft of Porto 
Rico, called the Virgin iflands, moft of which are uninhabited and bar- 
ren : is about feveii leagues in compafs ; a free port ; and by its fituatiom 
very capable 'of commerce, efpecially of a contraband fort, with the 
neighbouring iflands and territories of other European nations, in which 
it has often been very fuccefsful. 

We have before related, that in the year 16=36 King Charles granted 
a monopoly patent for the foie coining of copper or brafs farthings, 
though they were not then to be forced upon poor people. Yet it ap- 
pears frorn Mr. Drake’s Hiflory and antiquities of York that in tins 
year, 1649, there ftill were private tradefmen’s copper halfpence in that 
city, of many of which (and particularly one of this year from the col- 
ledion of James Weft, Efq.) he has exhibited the prints. He al- 
leges, that thefe began firft to be in ufe in the time of the ufurpation : 
and indeed the prai^ce of fuch private copper coins was not eflfedually 
reftrained uutil the 24th year of King Charles 11, (1672) when the 
king’s public ones took place in their ftead by his proclamation : where- 
by farthings and halfpence, made and ufed till then by private perfons 
in trade and commerce, were exprefsly prohibited to he either paid or 
received in trade any more. This was a very needful and much-wantedi 
regulation, more efpecially in retail trades.. 

An ordinance of the Englifh lords and commons made in this year 
direfls the new gold coins of their commonwealth to be of 20/1 lo/i and- 
5/ value j and their ftlvei^nes of 5/, %/6, if, 6d, 2d, id, and.~i*; 

In Thurloe’s Colledioii of ftate-papers [V. i, pp. 127, 226] under this 
year we learn, that Mr. Strickland, the Englifli commonwealth’s relident 
in Holland, acquainted the Ei^lilh council of ftate, that the ftates-gene- 
ral of the United Netherlands had juft concluded a. treaty with the king 
of Denmark, whereby they farmed of him the toll of the Sound for 
about L3.500Q fterling yearly. So that all nations as well as the Dutch 
themfelves were now to pay this toll at Amfterdam, which was always 
before colle<fted at Ellinore. And even the Swedes, who before claimed 
an exemption from, thijS toll, were now compelled- to pay it at Amfter- 
dam likewife. 


Such fnaall pieces as filver halfpence muft have 
Tieen very troublefome; and there could have been 
no ufe for them, if regular legal copper money was 
then in circulation- We have feen in our. own 
days the quarter-guineas of gold coin, and all the 


filvcr coins under lixpence, laid by as curioflties, 
rather than ufefiil circulating money* How much, 
more minute and trifling mull filver halfpence have 
been, which were then worth no more than the 
twenty-fourth part, of our prefent {hilling. 


.43S A. D. 1649. 

In the fame colle^ion, \y. \,p. 227] we fee a paper of this year, en- 
titled, Some confiderations offered relating to the erabafiy for Sweden, 
whereby we learn, that wife men, even fo long ago, forefaw of how much 
confequence our continental plantations in America might prove to us 
in refpedt of naval {lores. The words are thefe, viz. * the Swedes can- 

not be ignorant how that in time our plantations may furnifh us with 
‘ thofe commodities we have from them, and the utility of the fending 
^ their commodities to us, and the danger of the lofs of fuch a branch 

* of trade may oblige them to an union with us ; whereas they oannot 

* run that hazard in a breach with Holland.’ 

How much to our fhame is this judicious remark ; Cnee, after fo long 
-a fpace, we have done fo little for bringing that to perfedion, which 
probably might well have been done in half the time, to our ineftimable 
beneCt, had we fet about it more effedlually ? Yet fo far have we there 
advanced already in raiCng fundry kinds of naval Cores, that in half a 
century more we have reafon to hope to be quite independent of a na- 
tion, which has fometimes taken no fmall advantage of our neceflity. 

The magiCrates of the city of Bruges invited the Engliih company of 
merchant-adventurers to return to that city, which was their antient 
reCdence ; to which the company replied in fubCance, that their city 
muC CrC take off the lycent and other town-rights ; that our com- 
pany muC be fure of the free exercife of their religion there ; and they 
muC alfo be freed from all tolls whatfoever in failingup from the 
port of Sluyee to Bruges. The laC point, I apprehend, was not in the 
power of Bruges to grant. Cnee the town, port, and territory , of Sluyee 
were pollefled by the Cates of the United Netherlands •; which probably 
was the main reafon for our company’s not complying with that invit- 
ation : for as the reCdence or comptoir of this company was at this time 
at Dort in Holland, it is not likely, that the.|^tch (with whom too the 
Engliih commonwealth was not at this time in very good terms) would 
'ever agree to lofe fo great a beneCt by its removal to Bruges in the do- 
minions of another potentate. [I’ijurloe^ V. p. 129.] , 

Of how great beneCt it would prove to the Britilh commerce and do- 
minions on the continent of North America, to civilize and chriCianize 
the native Indians -(even abCfading from a reafonable hope of a bleffing 
from heaven on fuch endeavours) needs not to be told to wife and ex- 
perienced perfons, who know how much the French in Canada werebe- 
neCted thereby, to our great detriment., they having -had great num- 
bers of prieCs amongC their Indians for that end : they alfo brought 
the poorer French of both fexes to intermarry with the Indians ; where- 
by they in fome meafure became one common nation together. This 
has been far from being the prafilce in our Engliih plantations : yet we 
•ought ,to do juCice to the New-England clergy and people, by acknow- 
le^ing that they have done much mpxq. than, : all oiir other colonies -to-- 
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ward chriftianizing their pagan Indians. To fecond fuch endeavours 
the rump parliament this year ereded a corporation for propagating the 
gofpel amongft thofe Indians, confiding of a prefident, trealurer, and 
fourteen affiftants : and by an ad of that fame feffion of parliament, col- 
ledions were made all over England for that end, whereby that corpo- 
ration was enabled to purchafe an eftate of about L6oo per annum. 
This corporation was legally eftablilhed and incorporated at the reftor- 
ation of King Charles II, the famous philofopher Mr. Boyle being then 
appointed their firft prefident. And it remains a corporation to this 
day, continuing to fend over miffionaries to the frontiers of New Eng- 
land, &c.' with treatifes of inftradion and devotion for the ufe of the In- 
dians. They have alfo ereded fundry fchools for iiiflruding the children 
of the Indians.^ There is alfo continued to this day an annual colledion 
all over New-England for the fame purpofe.- 

The falt-ponds of the ifland of St.. Martins in the Weft-Indies induced 
the Spaniards to build a fort on it : yet about this year they difmantled 
it and quitted the ifland j whereupon the Dutch from St. Euftatia took 
pofleflion of it. The French, however, pretending to have been poflefs- 
ed of it before the Spaniards, font alfo a colony thither. And their- 
countryman, whom We have already had frequent occaCon to quote,., 
fays, (in 16,58) that the French and Dutch then lived there friendly to-r 
gether. 

1650 The Englilh colonies of Virginia, Barbados, Antigua, and’ 

Bermudas, being in diforder on account of their zealous attachment to- 
the royal family, the rump parliament, in the year 1650, by an ordinance- 
prohibited all correfpondence with them; unlefs by fpecial leave from- 
the council of ftate. That ordinance alfo granted permilfion to all mer— 
chant-ftiips, as well as national Ihips of war, to foize on the ftiips and^; 
merchandize of thofe, then foiled rebellious inhabitantsv And whereas- 
many difafoeded royalifts reforted thither in foreign fhipSj a claufo was^ 
inforted for prohibiting (under forfeiture of Ihips and goods) any fo- 
reigners from reforting to, or trading thither, without adicence, on any 
pretext whatever. This prohibition was probably on a temporary and, 
political confideration j . yet we Ihall foon foe this Englilh republic en- - 
deavour abfolutely to confine the, commerce with our- colonies to the: 
people of England alone. 

By this time the commerce of the feven United provinces of the 
Netherlands was arrived at its zenith ; for teftimony whereof we have 
the authoritative opinion of Sir William Temple, in the 6th chapter of 
his Obfervations on the United provinces, written in the year 1673. 

* I am of opinion (fays that great author) that trade has for.fome years.- 
‘ ago pafo its meridian, and begun fenfibly to decay among them:. 

* whereof there feem to be foveral caufes; as firft, the general applica^- 

* tion that.fo many other nations have made to it within thefe two . or. 
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* three and twenty years. For finee the peace of Munftex, which re- 

* ilored the quiet of Ghriftendom, 111^648, not only Sweden and Den- 

* mark, but France and England, hawe more particularly than ever be'- 
‘ fore bulled the thoughts and counfels of their feveral governmentsv as 

* well as the humours of their people, about the matters of trade. Nor 
‘ has this happened without good degrees of fuccefs, though kingdoms 
‘ of fuch extent, that have other and nobler' foundations of greatnefs, 

cannot raife trade to fuch a pitch as this little ftate, which had no 
‘ other to build upon ; no more than a man, who has a fair and pienti- 
‘ ful eftate, can fall to labour and indiiftry like one that has nothing 
‘ elfe to truft to for the fupport of his life. But, however, all thefe na- 
‘ tions have come of late to Ihare largely with rhem^ and there feem to 
‘ be grown too many traders for trade in the world, fo as they can 
hardly Jive one by another. As in a great populous village the firft 
grocer, or mercer, that fets up among them, grows prefently rich, 

' having all the cuftcnm ; till another, encouraged by his fuccefs, comes 

* to fet up by him, and Ihare in his gains : at length fo many fall to the 
trade that nothing is got by it, and fome muft give over, or all mull 

‘ break.’ 

We fhall not prefume dogmatically to combat to great a man’s opi- 
nion, concerning this pretty comparifonr yet we may here obferve that 
poflibly every one may not admit the parallel exadlly to hold with regard 
to the commerce of the world in general, which, doubtlefs, has fundry 
new refources ; new countries Hill to be difcovered and traded to ; and the 
trade to other countries before known may be Bill greatly increafed.; 
moreover the vail improvement of the American plantations fince Sir 
William Temple’s time, as well as of the Eaft-India trade, feems to 
-evince, that although the Dutch trade be long fince pall its meridian, 
yet the general commerce of Europe is vifibly increafed fince the year 
1673, when he wrote. 

Nothing can more effedually demonfltate the benefit of commerce in 
general, and the prodigious increafe of it in Holland at this time, than 
the great penfionary De Witt’s account (in his Tnterell of Holland) of 
the fingle province of Holkhd being able, in the- year 1650, to fuftain 
the weight of, and pay tbi^ anfiUal int^rCft on, fo great' a debt as 
1 40,000,000 of gilders, contraded by tbeir war with Spain, befides 
other debts not at intereft, amounting to 13,000,000 more. ‘ A capital 
’ debt (fays our author) upon intereft, which will not be believed by 
‘ other nations, nor poflibly by our fucceflbrs in Holland, to have been 
‘ born by fo fraall a province, and at the fame time many other heavy 
‘ taxes,, for the defence of themfelves ahd their allies.’ '' ' 

Thfeworfted manufadures of Norwfeli*ahd its neighbourhood, known 
by tBe Wtoe of Norwich - ftuffi, beih^ 4 ^ arrl^d al^'a" great pitch of 
reputation % their great' vent iiJ ■as"wefl"^as'at home, the 
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rump parliament in the year 1550, by their ad [r. 36] eftablifhed a 
corporation of the worfted weavers of the city of Norwich, in the county 
of Norfolk, for redifying abufes therein, and keeping up the goodnefs 
of that valuable manufadure : which corporation was again farther con- 
firmed in the years 1653 and 1656, fince which, the reputation of thofe 
ftuflfs, both for beauty and goodnefs, has greatly increafed ; and very 
great profit has accrued to the nation by their large exportation to fo- 
reign parts. 

De Witt in his Intereft of Holland \jpart iii, c. 2] relates that Amfter- 
dam was now increafed to 600 morgens (or acres) of ground, and con- 
tained 300,000 fouls. In the year 1571 it contained only 200 moi- 
gens ; fo that in 79 years it had increafed to three times its former mag- 
nitude. 

That great author, who being the firfl; minifter of ftate of Holland, was 
undoubtedly perfedly well acquainted with this fubjed, farther obferves, 
that the whole province of Holland contains fcarcely 400,060 profitable 
morgens of land (downs and heath being excluded). And that there- 
for the eighth part of its inhabitants cannot be fuftained by what is 
railed in it ; and they are therefor indebted for their bread to the prodi- 
gious granaries of Amfterdam. On this fubjed the anonymous author of 
the Happy future flate of England, [p. \o^, folio, 1689] obferves ‘ how 
‘ meanly the achievements of Venice, and the efforts to aggrandize 
‘ their republic appear in hiftory, notwithftanding the longevity of that 
‘ ftate, when compared with thofe of Holland ; feeing from the fame 
‘ great author (De Witt) it appears, that in the year 1664 the province 
* of Holland alone paid near one million and an half Iferling to the 
‘ public charge of the whole feven United provinces, over and above 
‘ the cufloms and other domains and ‘ that the very religion of 
‘ popery occafions the Venetian s_, to be more circumfcribed with regard 
‘ even to their regulations of traffic than the Hollanders are.’ Yet this 
author, in making fuch a parallel, might have more minutely confidered 
the very different circumftances and fituation, See. of thofe two famous 
republics; Venice fhut up in a deep gulf, remote from the main ocean, 
bordering for above three centuries paft on the Turkifh empire, during 
which it has thereby been kept in perpetual alarm, as well as by the 
Barbary corfairs in the Mediterranean. Holland, on the other hand, 
placed as it were in the very midft of Europe, and therefor much bet- 
ter fituated for correfponding, both by fea and land, with moft countries 
of the world, as well as happily fituated alfo for its immenfe fifheries ; 
whereas Venice has no fuch advantages. 

The Garibbee ifland of Anguilla was now firfl fettled on by fome Eng- 
lifli people, whofe pofterity flill hold it. It is reckoned of much the 
fame nature with Barbuda, viz. chiefly for breeding cattle and raifing 
corn. The people are reckoned few in number, poor and lazy, with- 
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out government, laws, or clergy. Yet in the year 1745 they, with only 
about 100 men, repulfed 6 oq French invaders with great bravery, and 
killed 150 of them. 

About this time the French made a great fettlement on the great 
ifland of Madagafear, (to which they gave the name of I’ide Dau- 
phin) and ereded a fort near the fouth-weft point of the ifland. Yet, 
after keeping pofleflion of it for many years, they at length abandoned 
it ; its commerce not anfwering the charge of keeping up the forts, 
garrifons, &c. 

The favourers of the new Englifli commonwealth, obferving the great 
conveniency of the banks and lumber offices of the free flates of Italy, 
and of thofe of Amfterdam, firfl; began, about this time, to publifli fe- 
veral projefts for thofe purpofes in London;, and one Samuel Lamb, a 
merchant, in the year id57, addreflTed a large folio-pamphlet t« Crom- 
well the protedor. on this fubjed, though nothing was- done in confe?- 
quence thereof. 

1651.-— In the year 1651 the rump parliament, taking into their con- 
flderation, that the intereft of money in fundry parts beyond fea was lower 
than the legal intereft of it in England, whereby thofe Englifh mer- 
chants, who carried on their commerce on credit with other men’s 
money, undoubtedly traded to difadvantage in refped to the merchants 
of other countries ; and that high intereft keeps down the price of land, 
prudently reduced the legal intereft of money from eight to fix per 
cent ;, \ 4 hurloe, V. i,p. 472] which rate of intereft was confirmed after 
the reftoration. 

Sir Thomas Culpepper fenior, in the preface to his. fecond trad againft 
the high rate of ufury, publiftied in 1641, remarks that * within half 
‘ an age we have feen many improvements of land, and a vaft increafe 
‘ of the bulk of trade, by the abatement of intereft.’ He farther re- 
marks, ‘ that it will feem incredible to fuch as have not confidered it, 
‘ but to any that will caft it up,. it is plainly manifeft that Lioo, at 10 
‘ in the hundred, in 70 years multiplies itfelf to Li oo,ooo. So if there 
‘ fhould be Lt 00,000 of foreigners money now managed here at 10 per 

cent intereft, (and that doth feem no great matter) that L 100,000 in 
‘ 70. years fpace would carry out ten millions of money!’ As in our 
prefent times Britain is obliged to pay to foreign nations the annual 
intereft of many millions- of our national debt, the- above remark is an 
ufeful argument in favour of the prefent low intereft thereon. 

The rump parliament of England now made another moft excellent 
and memorable law for the advancement of our {hipping, navigation, 
and plantations. It had been obferved with concern that the merchants 
of England,, for feveral years paft, had ufually freighted Dutch {hipping 
for fetching home their own merchandize, becaufe their freight was at 
a lower rate than that of Engliflb. Ihips- The, Dutch {hipping were there- 
by made ufe of even for importing our own American products ; whiMt 
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tjur own fhipping lay rotting in our harbours: our mariners aifo, 
for want of employment at home, went into the fervice of the 
Dutch. To thefe confiderations were fuperadded the haughty carriage 
of the Hates of Holland upon the parliament’s demand of fatisfac- 
tion for the murder of their envoy. Dr. Doriflaus, at the Hague ; and 
for the infult put upon the amballador they fent afterwards, whofe pro- 
pofals the Hates alfo had received very coldly : all which jointly con- 
fidered determined the parliament to ena<H, that no merchandize, either 
of Afia, Africa, or America, including alfo our own plantations there, 
fliould be imported into England in any but Engliih-built fliips, and be- 
longing either to Englifli or to Englifh-plantation fubjeds, navigated 
alfo by Englifli commanders, and three-fourths of the failors Englilh- 
men : excepting, however, flich merchandize as fhould be imported di- 
redly from the original place of its growth or manufadure in Europe 
folely. Moreover, no fifli fliould thenceforward be imported into Eng- 
land or Ireland, nor expoited from thence to foreign parts, nor even 
from one of our own home ports to another, but what is caught by our 
ownfilhers only. This was the firH famous general ad, commonly called 
the a 6 l of navigation', and as it was nine years after confirmed (like 
the preceding one for the redudion of intereH of money) we fhall then 
be more particular in relation to the benefits arifing therefrom. Yet it is 
highly proper here to obferve that this law grievoufly affeded the 
Dutch, who till now had been almoH the foie carriers of merchandize 
from one country of Europe to another ; the greatefl part of their iin- 
ports into England being thereby cut off : for till this law was^ enaded, 
all nations in amity with England were at liberty to import what com- 
modities they pleafed, and in what {hipping they pleafed. By authority 
therefor of this law, the Englifh frequently fear ched the Dutch flaips, 
and often made prize of them : whereupon the Hates fent over four am- 
bafladors to expoHulate with the rump and Grom well; who in their 
turn made five feveral demands on the Hates, viz. ‘ firfl, the arrears of 
‘ the tribute due for fifhing on the Britifh coaHs ; fecondly, the re- 
‘ Horation of the fpice-iflands to England; thirdly, jiiHice on fucli 
‘ as were Hill alive of thofe who committed the cruelties at Am- 
‘ boyna and Banda; fourthly, fatisfadion for the murder of their 
‘ envoy Doriflaus ; and fifthly, reparation for the Englifh damages fuf^ 

‘ tained from the Dutch in Rufiia, Greenland, &c. amounting to fo 
^ great a fum as Li, 700,000.’ Thus it is plain that the navigation- 
ad proved the occafion of the cruel naval war, which broke out in the 
year following : for thefe five demands were made with fo much pe- 
remptorinefs as convinced the Hates, that it was time to prepare for a 
war with England. 

In the mean time the novelty of this navigation-ad, and the igno- 
rance of fome traders, occafioned at firH loud complaints, that though - 
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our own people had not Chipping enough to import from all parts what- 
ever they wanted, they were neverthelefs by this law debarred from re- 
ceiving new fupplies of merchandize from other nations, who only 
could, and till then did, import them. Thofe complaints were however 
over-ruled by the government, who forefaw that this adl would in the 
end prove the great means of preferving our plantation trade inrirely to 
Gurfelves^ would increafe our {hipping and failors, and would draw the 
profit of freights to ourfelves*. . 

In this fame year a projedl was laid before the Englifli commonwealth 
for obtaining of the court of Spain the pre-emption of all Spanifh wool: 
The projector obferved, that this propofed pre-emption would totally 
diflblve the woollen manufadure of Holland, which, by means of that 
wool, hath of late years mightily increafed, to the deftrudion of the vent 
of all fine cloths of Englifli manufadure in Holland, France,' and the 
Eafl: country ; and hath drawn from us confiderable numbers of weavers, 
dyers, and clothworkers, now fettled at Leyden and other towns in Hol- 
land ; by whofe help they have very much improved their {kill in cloth, 
and have made in that one province, one year with another, 24,000 to 
26,000 cloths yearly. That the Dutch have of late years bought and 
exported from Bifcay four fifth parts, at leaft, of all their wools, and 
have fold there proportionably of their own country fluffs and fayes. 
That the French have alfo confiderable quantities of wool from Bifcay , 
which they work up into cloth at Rouen and other parts. The projed- 
or propofed a joint flock to be railed for engrofling all the Spanifh 
woof whereby to compel the French alfo, who had already prohibited 
our cloths, and alfo the Dutch and ail other nations-, to take of us all the 
cloths they had need of. But this projed did not take place ; and was 
indeed a piece of fine-fpun theory fcarcely reducible to pradice. [‘I’bur^ 
be, i, p. 201.'] , . 

Although the Portuguefe firfl, and after them the Englifh, had, in 
their voyages to Eaft-India, vifited the harbours and country about the 
41. Cape of Good Hope, with an intent to make a fettlement there ; yet 
neither of thofe two nations had hitherto had courage enough effedual- 
ly to fettle amongfl fo barbarous a people as the Hottentots were, who 
had formerly killed a number of 'Portuguefe on fome fuch attempt. 
Neither indeed were there found any gopd harbours for the fecurity of 
{hipping in thofe tempefluous feas. But the Dutch having more perfe- 
... verance, and obferving the country to be fruitful, and that its fituation 

* The advantages of I’ncreafing the number of 
home-built veffcls and native feamen were under- 
ftood fo^lorjg ago as the year 1381, as appears by 
an ad of parliament, 5 Ric, //, c, 3. The fame 
meafnrc of policy has been frequently refumed, 

(though, indeed, not perfevered in) particularly in 
-the year 1440, when it was propofed by the com- 
mons, but rejeded by King Henry VI ; in the 
years 14S5 and 1489 1 Men. FII, c* 8 


4 Hen. Flly c. loj; in 1541 [32 Hen. FllI^ c. 
14]; and in 1593, when C^een Elizabeth reftrid- 
ed certain privileges to goods carried in Englifh 
velTels. King James I, in hjs comraiffion of in- 
quiry in 1622, .direded the attention of the com- 
mifiioners to the fame objed. ^Ftsdera, F. 

4^4*3. And Charles 1 alfo confirmed and re- 
vived the laws in favour of Englifh fhipping. 
derai F.^ xix, p. 129*] M. 
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would prove very commodious for the fupply of water and provifions 
for their Indian voyages, they are faid, in this year 1651, to have firft 
fettled at the Cape, where they built a good and fpacious fort, and con- 
traded friendfhip with the Hottentots, or rather rendered themfelves 
formidable and alfo neceflary to them ; whereby the Dutch have eftab- 
lifhed a noble colony there for many miles north and north-eaft of the 
cape, where they have planted the Madeira grape, producing there a 
much nobler and richer wine than the original grape. Yet fome will 
have it, that their vines came from Perfia, and others fay from the 
Rhine. Thither alfo have the Dutch- tranfplanted cinnamon trees from 
the ifle of Gy Ion. They are alfo faid to raife there confiderable quan- 
tities of hemp, &c. So that the duties and the revenues which their 
Eaft-India company raifes there (for they all belong to them) are faid 
to be more than equals their expenfe for this colony. There the com- 
pany have warehoufes and houfes for their ofEcers within the fort, and 
employ a great number of ofhcers, fervants, and negro flaves. They 
have alfo an hofpital for their lick iailors, &c. with an excellent garden, 
wherein all the curious and ufeful herbs, plants. Sec. of Europe, Alia, 
and Africa, are fuccefsfully cultivated. It is, in fhort, a very hopeful 
profped for the Dutch republic and their Eall-India company, who^ 
have greatly augmented the number of its plantations, by means of the 
French proteftants, who emigrated to it upon the revocation of the edid 
of Nantes. So that it will be no wonder if, in another age, this Dutch 
colony vies with the fineft countries, and proves the envy of the reft of 
the nations, of Europe. The Dutch company having hereupon aban- 
doned St. Helena, our Englilh company took pofleffion of that ifland. 

I’he Englilh commonwealth teftifying a great inclination for the ad- 
vancement of commerce, we find in this and fome following years, 
abundance of printed projeds for promoting particular branches there- 
of; fome of which have been adopted, and fuccefsfully put in pradice,. 
in our own times others, indeed, though well enough fuited to cer- 
tain free cities in the Netherlands, Italy, Germany, Poland, Sec. where- 
in fuch projedors had refided, did not, however, fo well fuit with a 
great nation. Such, of the former kind, w^ere the propofed projeds of 
charity banks, and lombards, or lumber houfes ; of the later the mak- 
ing transferable all promilTory notes between man and man, fo as to 
circulate as our modern bank notes do ; fuch was alfo the plaufible pro- 
jeds of one William Potter, in his Key of wealth, and of Henry Robin- 
fon, &c. long fince forgotten, who urged the eredion of a land bank, 
wherein all payments above Lio or L20 fbould by law be direded to 
be made in bank credit ; and that, befides the principal bank in Lon- 
don, there fhould be, perhaps, 100 fubordinate banks in different parts, 
of England, all centering in the capital bank of London : wherein, for 
the fupport of the credit thereof, a general mortgage of lands was pr.o- 
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pofed,for which each mortgager fhGuld:have credit in bank to the value 
of his land. The condition of fueh mortgage to be, either to pay fo 
much money, with intereft at 6 per cent, within a year from the day 
that bank-credit ihould any way fail to be current ; or, in default of 
fuch payment, the faid mortgaged lands to be forfeited, without re- 
demption, and to be divided araongft the proprietors of the credit in 
bank. Other projedtors propofed banks on the plan of that at Amfterdam. 
Others propofed a general regifter of houfes and fhips, as well as of lands. 
A court-merchant, for the fummary recovery of all debts, &c. Alfo 
fome very ill-judged projedls for .uniting into corporations ah merchants 
trading into any one country, for the fake of what they called uni- 
formity in trade. Moft of thofe projedts, after the refto ration of Charles 
II, and fome after the acceffion of William III, were again propofed to 
the public, with fome variation in their form, merely for concealing 
their being only old projedls palmed upon men for new ones. Such, 
for inflance, was Dr. Chamberlain’s land-bank projedt, which was car- 
ried fo far as to have an adt of parliament in its favour in the year 
.1 696. 

The magiflrates of Bruges again wrote to the Englifli merchant-ad- 
-Veturers company, to remind them, that in the days of Philip the Good, 
and Charles the Bold, dukes of Burgundy, and alfo of the archduke 
Maximilian, their city greatly flourifhed in commerce and in the greatefl 
plenty of all kinds of merchandize, fo as to obtain the reputation of the 
greatefl emporium in all Europe ! but as nothing fublunary is perma- 
nent, all thefe advantages are withdrawn, and adverfe fortune is come 
in their place : fo that this city, once the feat of wealth, riches, and 
honour, has fince been the feat of war, which obliged the foreign 
merchants to abandon it, as did alfo the faid fociety with their com- 
merce in woollen cloths. See. But now a fettled peace being eflablilh- 
ed between the Belgic provinces and foreign ftates, fonie foreign mer- 
chants are preparing to refettle at Bruges : and as they are informed of 
the Avillingnefs alfo of this fociety to refettle there, they are hereby in- 
vited to come to the port of Oflend, and thence by water-carriage to 
Bruges, with their cloths, &c. to be afterwards difperfed throughout 
Flanders, Brabant, Liege, Lorrain, &c. by mofl commodious naviga- 
tions, by rivers and canals. To this the company courteoufly anfwered, 
that, as their letters were intirely lilent in the two mofl material articles, 
viz. the free exercife of their religion, and the duties to be paid, they 
defired a peremptory anfwer thereto ; fince the Englifh parliament, out 
of their zeal for the worfhip of God, and for the honour of their nation, 
could never admit of a treaty for refidence, till thofe two articles be firfl 
agreed to. ? [23ar/oe, FI x,p. 198 .] So we heard no more of this refi- 
dence? and we apprehend that it was now, or foon after this time, that 
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dais fociety ’began to make Hamburgh their principal, and fooii after 
their foie, refidence and ftaple for the woollen manufadure. 

165 2.— We now come to the commencement of the firft very bloody 
naval war between the two moft potent republics which the world had 
ever feen fince thofe of Rome and Carthage. We have obferved, that 
the new Englilh a£t of navigation of laft year had curtailed the bulk of 
the commerce between England and Holland, confiding principally in 
foreign merchandize imported into, and Englilh merchandize exported 
from, England in Dutch velTels. In vain, as we have alfo feen, did the 
Dutch remonftrate againll the adt, the Englilh commonwealth being 
bent on a. war with the Dutch-, for befides the five former demands of 
the Englilh commonwealth, fatisfadion was now infilled on for the 
Dutch ambalTador’s having held a private correfpondence with King 
Charles 11 , and alfo for not giving the honour of the flag to all Englilli 
Ihips of war. The llates-general therefor prepared for war by fitting 
out a vail fleet of 150 warlike Ihips, great and fmall, though certainly 
not equal to Ihips of war in our days. De Witt, in his Interefl of Hoi 
land, \^part iii, c. 6] fpeaks of it as a thing incredible, ‘ that the dates 
‘ of Holland, during the chargeablewar againll England, from 1652 
‘ to 1654, Ihould be able, in the fpace of two years, to build 60 new 
* capital Ihips of war, of itich dimenfions and force as were never be- 
‘ fore ufed in the fervice of the Hate.’ All our hiflories are full of the 
particulars of this war, which is therefor fuperfluous for us to enlarge 
on. On the fide of the Dutch were the great admirals. Van Tromp, 
De Ruyter, and De Witt ; . the firfl of whom, upon his gaining fome 
advantage by the accidentally great fuperiority in the Channel over 
Blake, in contempt of England’s pretenfions to the fovereignty of the fea, 
failed down the Channel with a . broom at his main-top- gallant-mall 
head, to Ihew he would fweep the Teas j for which he paid dearly next 
year : and on the Englilh fide were the great Blake, with Monk and 
Deane. It is fufficient to obferve, that in this and the following year 
almoll incredible dellrudlion and captures were made of merchant Ihips, 
as well as of Ihips of war and failors, on both lides ; there having been, 
in only nine months -of the year 165 2, four general naval engagements, 
befides leller ones.- Whilll all the great popilh potentates, and particu- 
larly France, were pleafed to fee the two moll powerful protellant ones 
dellroying each other. . 

This year Mr Edwkrds, an Englilh Turkey merchant, brought home 
with him a Greek fervant who underllood the roalling and making of 
coffee, till then unknown in England. This man was the firll who fold 
coffee, and kept a houfe for that purpofe in London. Profper Alpinus, 
a learned phyfician of VeniGe, who flourilhed about the year 1591, was 
the firll who wrote of the nature of the coffee plant and berry ; our 
great Lord Bacon, in his Natural hilloryj was the next j and the inge- 
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nious Mr. John Ray afterwards. Some relate, that coffee has not been 
generally ufed in Arabia, where it grows, and in Turkey, much above 
200 or at moft 250 years. It was firft brought to Holland from Mocha 
in the year 1 61 6, though it did not come into general ufe there for many 
years after. About the year 1690 the Dutch began to plant it at Ba- 
tavia in theifland of Java : and in 1719 it was firft imported thence 
into Holland. Since then the Dutch have planted a great deal of coflfee 
in Ceylon as well as in Java ; infomuch that in 1743 they imported 
into Holland 3,555,877 pounds of it from Java, and at the fame time 
but 12,368 pounds from Mocha: fo greatly had they improved their 
Java coffee. The Englifti and French have of late years fuccefsfully 
planted coffee in their Weft-India iflands, as the Dutch have alfo at Su- 
rinam, &e. although ftill inferior to that of Mocha in Arabia, from 
whence all coffee originally came. If the European nations fhould con- 
tinue, as of late years, to naturalize in their own weftem plantations 
the fine productions of China, Perfia, Arabia, Syria, Egypt, and Tur- 
key, it will in time bring the direCl commerce to the Levant to a very 
narrow compafs. The coffee plant is faid nearly to refemble the jefia- 
mine tree ; bearing a fruit refembling a cherry, within which is inclof- 
cd a fort of kernel which, when ripe, opens and divides into what are 
ufually called coffee berries. All the coffee brought home by our Tur- 
key fhips comes only from Arabia, there being no coffee growing in 
Turkey properly fo called, and is the very fame which is brought home 
by our Eaft-India fhips who trade up into the Red fea. But as the 
former is brought over land from Arabia into Syria or Egypt, it is 
therefor faid not to be efteemed quite fo good as what is brought di- 
reCHy by fea from Mocha in our Eaft-India fhips. Coffee was unknown 
to the antients, although, doubtlefs, it grew always wild in Arabia. Mr. 
Wotton, in his Reflections on antient and modern learning, conjectures 
that the prohibition of wine, by the law of Mahomet, made the Arabs 
find but its virtues for fupplying the place of wine. 

Tobacco being about the middle of this century grown into much 
greater efteem than formerly in England, confiderable quantities there- 
of were planted in feveral counties, which throve exceeding well, and 
proved very good in its kind : but as this not only leflened the duty on 
the importation of tobacco, but likewife greatly obftruCted the 'fale of 
that commodity from our own colonies in Virginia, 8tc, which had coft 
♦ fo much expenfe in planting them, the loud complaints of the planters 
occafioned an aCt of parliament abfolutely prohibiting the planting of 
any in England. Cromwell and his council in 1654 appointed com- 
milTioners for ftriCtly putting this aCl: in execution : and (that we may 
not have recourfe again to this fujeCt) it was again legally enaCted, [13 
Car. 11 . c. 34] that from the ift of January 1 660-1, no perfon whatever 
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fliould fow or plant any tobacco in England, under certain penalties. 
So that an end was eflfedually put to that pradice. 

We may clearly obferve the late great increafe of England’s wealth 
by commerce, when in this year, as well as in the fucceeding year, the 
nation was able to bear an afleilment of Li 20,000 per month, beiide 
other great fixed taxes. 

In this year the ifkmd of Granada was firft planted on by the French 
§:om Martinico, after fome ftruggle with the natives. It is-faid, by the 
French hiflorian of the Caribbee iflands, to produce fugar-canes, gin- 
ger, indigo, and excellent tobacco. 

Hackney-coaches were limited to 200 in number, dayly plying in 
London ftreets. 

We find that the §wedes at this time had a fettlement on the gold 
Goaft of Africa, managed by an African company : for Queen Chri&na 
of Sweden made a complaint to the parliament of the Englifh common- 
wealth, that their fhips of war had taken two of that company’s fhips 
homeward bound, and feized all the gold,. &c. in them. [T/jurke, K i, 
P- '219.2 

A virulent pamphlet was now written, againft the EngSfh Eaft-India*. 
company, intitled Strange news from India, calculated for favouring 
die folicitations of Sir William Courten’s heirs, adfing under a feparate 
patent of King Charles I, for trading to India. It is therein alleged, 
that whereas our people, in the beginning of the Eaft-India trade, had 
made particular running voyages thither, only to enrich a few j . they 
were afterward united in a joint-flock company; and fince then they 
(being a deflrudtive monoply) have mifemployed or misfpent in one joint 
flock, Li, 600, 000, and in feveral joint flocks L3, 600, 000, impoverifhing 
• our nation by exporting much bullion. Yet, which is wonderful, not 
yet provided with one port or place of their own in India for a rendez- 
vous *, whereas the Dutch company had 30 impregnable cities in India, 
and employed 250 fail of fhips : that by the old. Englifh company’s ne- 
gled of Ormus and the Portuguefe prizes f their trade continued decay- 
ing from 1617- to 1634 ; infomuch, that their actions or fhares were 
frequently fold from party to party, at 30, 35,40 40 per cent lofs, and 
and fome much more. That the lofs of the fpice iflands,. feized by the 
Dutch; is valued at Lioopoo per annum confequence. to the nation.. 
That about the year 1632,. and fince, a treaty was on foot between 
King Charles I and our company on the one part, and the Dutch com- 
pany on the other part, touching our claim to thofe fpice ' iflands : but 
that although L 80, 000 was agreed to be paid by the Dutch company, 
yet Kdng Charles and our company could not agree, or fettle their re- 
^edive fhares thereof and fo the matter was dropped, and the Dutch^ 

* The author elfewhere owns that the company poffeiTed Madras, which mdeed is not a good port* 
f He {hould have added, —by their difference with the Dutch Eall-India company* 
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have kept pofleffion ofthofeifles. That this languifhing condition of 
our company inclined the king and. council in 1635 to grant a pa- 
tent to Sir William Gourten to trade to, and plant in, fuch places only 
where the old company did nor trade. That Courten’s enterprife great- 
ly alarmed the Dutch company, who feized one of his fhips bound 
from Goa for China. See. 

In this and other writings, in behalf of Courten’s reprefentatives, our 
company is accufed of having combined with the Dutch company to 
ruin Courten’s projedl. Mr. Courten, fon and executor of Sir William, 
continued the trade till 1646, when, as he alleges, by the cruel 'ufage 
of the Englilh and Dutch companies, he was forced to abandon it, to 
the damage of feveral hundred thoufand pounds. His complaint was 
revived after the reftoration of King Charles II ; yet we do not find 
that any redrefs was ever obtained ; and indeed it was not much to 
be wondered at, when it is confidered that Courten’s original grant was 
made in prejudice of our Eaft-India company’s exclufive charter. 

1653.— In the year 1653, the treaty concluded between Denmark 
and the United provinces in 1649 farming the toll in the Sound was 
refeinded, and a new one was concluded at Copenhagen, whereupon 
the Dutch advanced the fum of 525,000 gilders to the crown of Den- 
mark, by way of anticipation; the Danifti court agreeing to repay that 
fum in annual payments, with 5 per cent intereft. ITburloe^ F. 
^.482.] 

The poftage of a great trading nation’s letters is undoubtedly, in fome 
degree, a kind of political pulfe whereby to judge of the increafe or 
decreaie of the public wealth and commerce: yet it would be more 
efpecially fo, where franking of letters by members of parliament did 
not take place, which, it is apprehended, was not the cafe as yet in 
England, whofe council of ftate this year farmed the poftage of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, to JoW Manley, Efq. for Li 0,000 yearly, which 
was confirmed by the protedor in 1654. By this fettleraent fingle let- 
ters carried as far as 80 miles paid 2 d, and double ones 4^; beyond 80 
miles 3i, and double ones 6 d. We fhall hereafter fee this revenue great- 
ly increafed, inxonfequence of the increafe of our general commerce, 
and alfo by additional poftage. 

The naval war between the two firft republics of the univerfe ftili 
contmued very fierce. In June this year happened off Dover the fifth 
general .engagement ,: Monk and Deane commanded the Englifli fleet of 
100 fail ; and Yan Tromp, De Witt, De Ruyter, and the two Evert- 
fens, commanded the Dutch one of above 100 Ihips of war. After 
continually fighting for two days, the Dutch were difeomfited, eleven 
of their Ihips being taken, fix funk, and two blown up, with but little 
lofs on the fide of the Englifh. From this difafter Van Tromp, in a 
memorial to his mafters the ftates-general, fet forth, that the Ihips and 
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gtins of the Dutch fleet were too flender in comparifon with thofe of 
the Englifli ; and Admiral De Ruyter exprefsiy declared, that he would 
not return to fea, if his fleet were not reinforced with greater and better 
fhips. For (as appears by intercepted letters for Holland), the Englifli 
. commonwealth had then adtually 204 fliips of war, great and fmall, and 

35,000 feamen ; and in Odlober this year, the principal terror of th-e 
Dutch was from our great fliips. The Englifli fleet lying on the Dutch 
eoafts during moil part of this year, was very grievous to their merchants, 
their homeward-bound fleets and convoys being in continual danger of 
falling into our hands. Their fifliing fliips alfo were kept from going 
V out, which brought immediate calamity on their people. {T^hurhe^ V. i, 

pp. 290, 514.] 

The Dutch fleets, however, when joined, made 130 fhips, fome of 
which indeed were Eafl-India fliips fitted up for war. Yet fuch was 
then the naval flrengtli of Holland, that in little more than a month 
they fitted out 125 fliips of war under Van Tromp, who, in July this 
fame year, had another great engagement wfith Monk on their own 
coafl, when there were 27 Dutch fliips either funk or burnt, but none 
taken, occafioned by Monk’s orders, neither to give nor take quarter. 
Here alfo they loft their great Admiral Van Tromp. Ker of Kerfland^ 
fecond volume of memoirs fays, that great admiral’s fliip, the largeft in 
the Dutch navy, carried no more than 66 cannon; but the flates quick*- 
ly diicovered their want of great fliips, and therefor, in this fame year, 
built twenty fhips of from 50 to 80 guns : yet we fhall fee, by a much 
better authority, that three years after their largeft fhip carried but 76 
guns. On the Englifh fide there were many men flain, though only 
one fhip loft. 

So great was the naval power of England at this time, that it appears 
by Thuiioe, [z&Ym] that the Venetian ambaflador in England came 
to fo licit the continuance of fome Englifh fliips of war in that republic’s 
fervice fome time longer : a fure mark, however, of the feebienefs of 
Venice’s" naval power. 

This year an attempt for" a north-eaft paflage was made by order of 
King B'rederic III of Denmark, who fent out three veflels, wdio it feems 
adualiy pafled through Waygatz ftraits, which neither Englifli nor Dutch I 

. had been able in former attempts fully to accomplifh. Yet in the baj i 

beyond thofe ftraits they found infurmouhtable obftacles from the ice ^ 
and intenfenefs of the cold, fo that they were obliged to return unfuc- 
cefsfully : and fo, probably, will every one, who may hereafter attempt 
what, from repeated trials, has been found fo impradicable. Yet, even 
fubfequent to this date, the Dutch in their northern voyages, are faid 
to have again tried for this paflage, but without being able to proceed 
fo far eaftward as was done in this Danilh attempt. 

Notwithftanding what we have related concerning the Dutch fettle-*- 
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ment on the Cape of Good Hope in the year 1651, others relate, that 
it was not till this year that the Dutch Eaft-India company, who had 
before been more accuftomed than other European nations to flop at the 
Cape of Good Hope in their India voyages for refrefliraents, which they 
purchafed of the Hottentots for mere trifles, determined to make a fet- 
tlement there. Voitaire, in his General hiftory of Europe, will have 
it, that they, in this year, feized on a Portuguefe fort there, although 
it does not clearly appear from other accounts, that the Portuguefe ever 
had any fort or fettlement on that cape. Yet, as it is frequently con- 
venient, and not feldom abfolutely needful, to flop at that place, it was 
a very wife meafure in the Dutch company to fecure a good refrefhing 
flation there. Others make their firft fettlement here to be ftill five 
years later, viz. 1658. 

1654.— -In the year 1654 a fleet of Englifh merchant fliips failed to 
Archangel, and with them \¥illiam Prideaux, who, in his letter to the 
governor of Archangel, Ailed himfelf only meflenger of his highnefs 
■the lord protedor to his imperial majefty, the czar : wherein he wrote, 
that whereas there hath been a diftance from commerce for fome 
^me by the Engiifli merchants to the faid port of Archangel, they 
:are now come thither with their fhips laden with goods. So it is 
required of the governor, in the name of the lord protedor of the 
.commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, to know if trade 
fhall be permitted with freedom, and if granted, on what terms. To 
•which the governor anfwered, that the Engliih company is licenced, by 
his imperial majefty of all Rullia, to trade in Archangel in all unprohi- 
bited goods, they paying the fame cuftom as other ftrangers do. And 
that as foon as the Engiifli have done trading at that port, they muft go 
beyond fea, i. e. home, and not be permitted, as antiently, to go up to 
Mofcow, nor to any other part of Ruflia ; but what goods Ihall be left 
■^unfold may either remain at Archangel, or be carried back to England. 
Mr. Prideaux, however, is permitted to go to Mofcow to acquaint his 
imperial majefty with his commiflipn from the protedor. \^hurhe, V. 
ii, 558.] We need here only to remark, that the protedor, doubt- 
knew beforehand, on what terms his meflage and flaips would be 
4eateiyed ; and in order to foften the czar, he now gives him the title 
:;o£ emperor, which title, however, has not been generally recognized- 
till our own times. 

A letter of intelligence in this fame year, from the Hague, relates, 
that the czar had banifhed the Engliih from Archangel, at the requeft 
sof the Lord Culpepper, agent for King Charles; and that the king of 
Poland, in this fame year, had fent a minifter to the protedor to infti- 
gate hinragainll Mufcoyy, inlinuating that it would be no hard matter 
for our fleet to take Archangel, [^hurloe, K, iii, p. 50.] 

Prideaux, in his letter this year to the council, ^complains of the 


badnefs of trade at Archangel, partly occafioned by the Ruffians not' 
permitting any foreigners to trade up into the country from Archangel, 
and partly becaufe of the Dutch fliips coming thither, which kept up 
the prices of Ruffia goods, and partly alfo by the czar’s war with Po- 
land. 

Whitelocke, the Engliffi ambaflador in Sweden, complained to that 
court, that the Swedes had feized an Englifli Guinea company’s fort on 
that coaft. The Swedes, in excufe, alleged, that it was only a little 
lodge with twm chambers : and they infifted on a prior grant thereof 
from the prince of that part of the country. [Thmioe, V. ii, pp. 266, 
280.] Whatever might be the iflue of this trifling matter, it is plaiir 
that Sweden at this time had fome trade to the coafl; of Guinea, although 
they at prefent have no fettlement any where without the Baltic fea. 

The war between the two republics of England and Holland was car- 
ried on in fuch a manner as rendered it abfolutely impoffible for either 
nation to hold it out much longer, without reducing one of the parties 
to abfolute fubjedtion. It was fo extremely vifible that England had the 
fuperiority, that De Witt himfelf, though a foe to the Englifh name, 
in his Intereft of Holland, [^. 314] declares the great fuperiority of the 
Englifh in ftrength of fhipping, (for it was merely a naval war) and that 
they were now become mafters of the fea. Not only men and money 
mufl foon have been wanting, but one would think that even fhip-tim- 
ber itfelf fhould foon have failed for fupplying the lofs of fo many large 
fhips : fince, befide the many fhips of war deflroyed, the Dutch had 
loft 700 merchant fhips in the years 1652 and 1653. Neceffity there- 
for compelled them to fend ambaffadors to the protedor to fue for 
peace, and to accept fuch terms as he thought fit to grant. It was con- 
cluded on the 5 th of April 1654, whereby mutual friendfhip and com- 
merce were re-eftablifhed between them. The moft remarkable com- 
mercial articles were in fubftance as follows, viz. 

Article XIII) That the fhips of the Dutch, as Well fhips of war as 
others, meeting any of the fhips of war of the Englifh commonwealth 
in the Britifh feas ftiall ftxike their flag and lower their topfail, in fuch 
manner as hath ever been at any time heretofore pradtifed under any 
former government *. 

’ 'XXVII) The ftates-general fhail fee juftice done on the authors and 
abettors of the barbarous murders committed on the Englifh at Am- 
boyna, anno 1622-3, if any of them be yet alive. 

XXVIII) Certain Englifh fhips and goods having, by the influence of 
the Dutch, been feized and detained within the dominions of Denmark 
fince May 1652, the ftates-general oblige themfelves to make reftitution 

^ This was the firft formal eftabiiihment oPilie'nglit of the fiag. Perhaps the Englifh republic^. 
'fufpe6lmg that the Dutch might fcruple paying the honours to the flag of a commonwealth, which had 
.been paid to that of a king, were the more ^eterxsciined upon making an cxprefs article for it. 
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to the proprietors, with damages, &c. for detention. And two arbitral 
tors from each commonwealth are to meet in Goldfmiths-hall at London, 
and to take an oath, to proceed without refped or relation had to either 
ilate, or to any particular interefl whatever, for the adjuftment of this 
matter ; and, unlefs they agree upon fentence before the ifl of Augufl 
1654, the aforefaid arbitrators fliall from that day be fhut up in a cham- 
ber by themfelves, without fire, candle, meat, drink, or any other re- 
frefhment, till fuch time as they fhall come to an agreement concerning 
the matters referred to them. 

XXX) In cafe the commiflioners to be appointed by both republics, 
to meet at London, for adjuflin| all damages and injuries which either 
nation may allege to have fuftained from the other from the year r6i i 
to the 1 8 th of May 1652, as well in the Eaft-Indies as in Greenland, 
Mufcovy, Brafil, &g. do not, within three months after their firfl meet- 
ing together, come to an agreement, then their differences are hereby 
fubmitted to the arbitration of the proteflant cantons of Switzerland, 
who fhall appoint like commiflioners to give final judgment within fix 
months following : which judgement fhall bind both parties. 

Befide thefe there was a fecret article, whereby the hates promifed 
Cromwell, the protedlor, not to choofe the prince of Orange for their 
ftadtholder or captain-general. 

At the fame time, the Englifh Eafl-India company exhibited at large 
all their claims for damages fuflained in India by the Dutch company 
from the year 1 6n to 1652, amounting to the vaft fum. of L2, 695, 990 : 15 
principal, flerling money : and the intereft, fay they, if computed to 
this time, will amount to a far greater fum : even exclufive of the iflands 
of Poleroon and Lantore. 

This vaft fum is made up of feventeen articles' of damages and lolles, 
which, the Englifh company alleged, they had fuftained from the frauds 
and violences of the Dutch company in the Molucco ifles, at Jacatra, 
.Bantam', Poleroon; Lantore, Perfia, Surat, Sumatra, and the Cape of. 
Good Hope ; where our company, fay they , in the reign of King James I, 
(but, they name not the year) took pofteflion of thofe lands at that cape, 
and caufed. a rampart to be cafl up, called James’s-mount, on which they 
planted the Englifh colours. And they therefor now deinanded, than 
the inheritance of thofe territories might always remain in the power 
of the Englifh, and that they might be free to colonize and fortify there, 
and to trade thence at pleafure. Thefe feventeen articles of claim may 
be feen at large in the Colledion of treaties of peace and commerce in 
four volumes 8vo, printed in 1732, on which therefor we fhaLl not here 
be more particular. 

On the other fide, the Dutch EafWndia company exhibited, by way 
of counter-demand, eleven articles, for expenfes by them contributed 
beyond their quota, by reafon of a deficiency on our company’s past 


during feventeen 3rears ; the Englifli company’s half of the expenfe of 
defending Fort Geldres in Palecat, and at the fiege of Bantam ; their 
one third of the fums laid out in the Molucco';, Amboyna, and Banda, 
after February 1622, when the Englifli left off paying their quota in 
thofe parts*; for the Dutch company’s lofs by the feizure and deten- 
tion of three of their fliips at Portfmouth, bound to Surat; for their 
half fliare of the lofs of the pepper trade to Bantam for fix years, com- 
puted to be as great as that of the Englifh demanded in their before- 
named articles, viz. L6oo,ooo fterling ; for the extra charges of the 
Dutch company for convoys for the merchant ihips returning from In- 
dia by the north feas for twenty years, and for wages extraordinary for 
the failors ; for provifions lent to the Englifli company ; for wages of 
the company’s fundry fliips and pinnaces, and the coil of others em- 
ployed in the fervice of the joint trade, See. 

And, in fine, the Dutch company determining to outdo the demands 
of the Englifli company firfl exhibited, they made the whole amount to- 
ne lefs than L2,9i 8,611 : 3 : 6 fterling. 

Thus the two companies made demands on each other, more like 
mighty potentates than Tocieties of merchants : yet we are not to be 
furprized thereat, when we confider their iramenfe trade to and from 
India and Perfia, and that the feveral fpices of thofe days were in much 
greater requeft than they are in our time. It is, however, more than, 
probable that the pretenfions of both were exaggerated, although, by 
the iffue, the Dutch much more than the Englifli. So their vouchers 
and documents were referred to four commiflloners appointed by each 
company, who doubtlefs found it difficult enough to adjuft fuch intri- 
cate accounts and demands to the mutual fatisfadion of their conftitu- 
ents. Their award is dated 30th Auguft 1654, as in the third volume 
of the Colledion of treaties, not only by virtue of powers from their 
refpedive companies, but likewife by the authority of the protedor and 
of the ftates-general ; being in fubftance. 

That, being defirous to reconcile and re-eftablifti a perpetual agree- 
ment between the two companies, they have decided and determined as 
follows, viz. 

I) W-e hereby make void, extinguiih, obliterate, and altogether wipe 
nut, and commit to oblivion, fo as never to be revived at any time, and 
upon any pretence, by any perfon whatever, all the complaints, pre- 
tenfions, and controverfies, above mentioned, and all others whatfoever 
which either company may have made on each other, of what kind fo- 
ever they maybe. 

II) We decree, that the Dutch Eaft-India company fliall reftore to 

^ Tins was a moil impudent demand, it being known that in tbe ear 1623 he Dutch company 
had completely expelled the Englifli from thofe iHemds. The deinaud was for no ^efs tuan LyiOjCoo 
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the Englifli Eaft-India company the ille of Polecoon in the ftate it is 
now in. • 

III) We decree and ordain, that the Dutch company fliali pay to the" 
Englifli company here in London L85,ooo flerling. 

IV) As to the complaints and demands made in the name of fome 
private Engliflimen, who complain of having received injury and dam- 
age at Amboyna in the years 1622-3, after having heard and confider- 
ed the matters which have been alleged and exhibited by the above 
mentioned deputies of the Dutch' company in their own defence j, and 
we being defirous that no relids of complaint ihould remain, do, by 
virtue of the full powers and authority aforefaid, appoint and ordain, 
that all complaint, adioh, and damage of the Englijh whomfoever, 
whether public or private, on the fcore of any injury or damage which 
they pretend to have fuffered at Amboyna in the year 1622 of the^ 
Engliih ftile, and 1623 new flile, may be made void, terminated, and 
committed to oblivion. • And that no perfon fhall enter any adion om 
that account, nor moleft, didurb, or vex, the faid Dutch company, nor' 
any Dutchmen on that pretext. And, on the other hand, we alfo de- 
clare and ordain, that the faid Dutch company fliall pay here at Lon- 
don, before the firll of January next, the fum of L3625 fterling, viz. 
to the nephew and adminiftrator of the effeds of Gabriel Towerfon, late; 
of Amboyna, deceafed, L700. And in like fort to the reprefentatives 
of the other fufferers in the cruel mafScre and tortures at Amboyna,. 
fundry different fums to make up the fum total of L3625, And on this 
confideration we infifl that their adions orfuitsbe altogether fetafide; 
and- cancelled, fo as never to be revived hereafter by any perfon whom- 
ibever. 

In witnefs whereof we have fubfcribed thefe prefents, and fealed them: 
writh our feals, the 30th of Auguftj Englifli ftile, 1654. 

yobn Exton, ^ &c. (L. S.)‘ 
xindrian Van Aelmonde, &c. (L.,S.) 

Upon this famous award, very little remark is neceflary.. Certainly 
Cromwell had the Dutch at this time very much in his power: yet, on 
the other hand,, it is certain, that the Dutch Eaft-»India company had 
committed many outrages on the Englifh company, to. their, very great 
damage, whereby they, had brought our. company into very low cir- 
eumflances. It is moreover but too evident, that even fuppofing the 
fads alleged againll the Englifh at Amboyna. had been all clearly made 
out, yet the barbarities and cruelties committed there againll them by 
the Dutch were abfolutely unjuflifiable in the highefl degree. But as the 
bufinefs of Amboyna. has been fo frequently and unreafonably brought, 
onthe ftage againll the whole Dutch nation, it is but reafonable it 
fhould be hereafter buried in oblivion. 

This year an ad of the protedor’s parliament limited the number of 
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hackney coaches within the cities of London and Weftniinfter, and fix 
miles round the late lines of communication, to 300, and the hackney 
coach horfes to 600 ; the government and regulation of them with re- 
fped to their ftands, rates, &c. to be in the court of aldermen of Lon- 
don, Every fuch coach to pay 20/ yearly, for defraying the expenfe of 
regulating them. 

The fame year Cromwell and his parliament, confidering how incc«i- 
gruous it was, that vaffalage and fervile fuperiorities Ihould remain in 
one part of the republic, whilft freedom, wealth, and commerce were 
fo ranch boafted of in the other part of it, enadted the total abolition 
thereof in Scotland. Had this been confirmed after the reftoration, and 
a law made for obliging landlords to grant, and for enabling tenants to 
take, by certain encouragements, long leafes of their farms, that coun- 
try would long before now have worn a more favourable afpeci. But, 
®at the reftoration of King Charles 11 , fome evil-minded perfons about 
the king poflefled him with a notion that the fuperiorities, See. were far 
from being a grievance to the crown, which might, by means of a few 
penfions, fuccefsfully make ufe of the vaflal clans for keeping the reft 
of Scotland in fubjedion : in which they were not greatly miftaken. 

Cromwell now concluded a treaty of peace and alliance with King 
John IV of Portugal, wherein were fundry adtantageous articles with 
refped to England’s freely trading to Brafil, &c. much more than fince, 
viz. the manner and times of unloading their cargoes, and of difpofing 
thereof, as well as of purchafing and loading their homeward-bound 
cargoes, as alfo for their freedom from troubles and lofles upon account 
of the inquifition there ; the freedom alfo for the Engliftr to trade to 
the Portuguefe colonies in India : and the fecurity of the goods of the 
Englifh dying in Portugal : which, being in part confirmed by fubfe- 
quent treaties, we need not now enlarge upon. {^General coIleSiion of 
treaties, V. iii, />. 97.] 

Cromwell alfo this year concluded a treaty of peace and commerce 
with Denmark : whereby England was to be favoured as much in the 
cuftoms, tolls, &c. as the Dutch, or any other nation, the Swedes only 
excepted, who at this time paid no toll in paffing the Sound. Neither 
were the Englifti ftiips failing up the Elbe to Hamburgh to pay any toll 
or cuftom, nor to be fearched or flopped at Gluckftadt, nor at any other 
fort or place on the Elbe belonging to Denmark. {General colleBion of 
treaties, V. iii, />. 136, 1732.] 

Although England long before this time had been in poflellion of the 
greateft woollen manufadure of any nation whatever, and adually made 
the very fineft cloth as well as fluffs, &c. yet fuch was the induftry and 
application, of the Dutch, that they had ftill the credit of dying and 
dreffing our fine cloths better than our people could as yet do. Our fine 
white cloths were therefor for the moft part ftill fent over to Holland 
VoL. II. . 3 M 
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for that purpofe, and returned back, to England dyed and dreffe^. This 
accounts for an affertion in an ingenious and judicious pamphlet, entitled, 
the Intereft of England confidered, [/. 5, 1694] viz, ‘ that not above 

‘ 40 years before, our nobility and gentry were furniihed from Holland 
‘ with the fineft cloth.’ Yet, foon after, our dyers and cloth-drelTers got 
the better of this defeat, although the Dutch fcarlets and blacks are faid 
by fome ftill to retain a fuperior credit even to this day. 

In this fame year fome of Cromwell’s ihips reduced the forts in Nova- 
Scotia in the bay of Fundy, &c. which, in his treaty with France in the 
following year, he could not be brought to reftore. Yet upon a re~ 
monfrance to him from Monfieur de la Tour, fetting forth, that he had 
before made a purchafe of Nova-Scotia from the earl of Stirling, Crom- 
well confented to its being given up to him. In our times, fuch bar- 
gains of a fubjed to alienate to one of another nation any fuch con- 
fiderable part of the crown’s territory would not be deemed legal : but 
that country’s great importance was not well underftood till long after 
this time. Monfieur de la Tour, however, foon after fold Nova-Scotia 
to Sir Thomas Temple, who was both proprietor and governor of it till 
the reftoration of King Charles II, 

in the fame year Cromwell concluded a treaty of peace with Chriilina 
queen of Sweden at Upfal ; which, relating folely to the general free- 
dom of commerce and navigation on both fides, requires no particular 
recital. {General colleBion of treaties, FI hi, 89.] 

This year Cromwell, for the fupport of his own peculiar intereft, 
though much againft the true intereft of England, joined with France 
in a war againft Spain, which by this time had been already too much 
deprefled. This ill-advifed war occafioned large feizures of our effeds 
in Spain, with great lofies at fea, and interrupted our profitable com- 
merce with that country, thereby alfo enabling the wifer Dutch to get 
furer footing in the Spanifii trade j and moreover, introducing into 
England a relifti for French frippery, and, which was word of all, de- 
ftrdying ftill more, in favour of France, the juft equilibrium of power 
in Europe, . 

In this remarkable year, after the Dutch Weft-India company had 
gradually loft all their other ftrong holds in Brafil, their capital fort and 
port of the Receif was taken from them by the Portuguefe, whereby, 
after 30 years pofleffion of a great part of that country, they were now 
quite expelled from it. Yet this fame lofs bringing on a war between 
thofe two nations till the year 1661, the Dutch Eaft-India company’s 
fucceffes againft the Portuguefe in India more than countervailed the 
other company’s lofies : they haying defpoiled the Portuguefe of almoft 
all their valuable pofleftions in India. By thofe conquefts in Brafil, 
Angola, St. Thome, &c. which the dates and the prince of Orange 
perfuaded the Weft-India company to .undertake, the greateft part of 
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their capital was exhaiifted, they having fpent thereon in all 1 68 miUions 
of gilders, or about 16 millions fterling. Yet their remaining conqueffcs 
on the Guinea coaft ^lave proved of infinite benefit .to the Dutch com- 
merce, and would be ftill more fo, had they more colonies in Ame- 
rica. 

By the erediion of this exclufive Weft-India company, fays De Witt 
in his Intereft of Holland, we have quite loft our open trade to Guinea, 
and that of fait in the Weft Indies. In another place he obferves, that 
whilft the Dutch were at war with Spain, the eredtion of their Eaft-In- 
dia and Weft-India companies was a neceflary evil, becaufe our people, 
fays he, [part i, c. xix] would be trading to fuch countries where our 
enemies were too ftrong for particular adventurers, in order to lay the 
foundation of thofe trades by powerful armed fociedes. But thofe trades 
being now well fettled, it may be juftly doubted whether the exclufive 
companies ought any longer to be continued. In Niewhoff’s fecond vo- 
lume of voyages it is aflerted, that, when the Dutch in the year 1660 
yielded up all Brafil to Portugal, the Dutch were to receive eight millions 
of gilders, and alfo to be allowed a free trade to Portugal, Guinea, and 
Brafil, paying only the fame cuftom as the native Portuguefe : but this 
treaty is not now in force, and perhaps never exifted with all thefe ad- 
vantages. 

In the fame year a number of perfons of diftindlion in London feem- 
ed earneftiy to fet about the herring-fiftiery : and for their encourage- 
ment the Englifh commonwealth granted them an exemption from the 
duties on fait and on naval ftores to be ufed in their fithery. Colledions 
were likewife made at London and other parts for eroding wharfi, 
docks, and ftorehoufes, and for purchafing ground for making and tan- 
ning their nets. Yet this attempt proved unfuccefsful. 

The expenfe of the Englilh navy for the winter and the enfuing fum- 
mer was eftimated by the commiflioners of the admiralty to amount 
to - - L85o,6io o o 

More for the fea ordnance - - 63,208 13 8 

And if Admiral Blake’s and Admiral Penn’s fhips, 

&c. are to be kept up till the ift of Odober, it will 
farther coft - - - - 108,919 o o 

More for the additional provifions of icoo men 
more - - - 26,000 o o 


Total - L 1,048 ,737 13 8 

inurioe, F.iii, p. 64.] 

1655. — ^The merchants of Amfterdam having heard that the lord 
protedor would dilTolve the Eaft-Jndia company at London, and declare 
the navigation and commerce to the Indies to be free and open, were 
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greatly alarmed, conlidering fuch a m^fure as ruinous to tlieir ovm 
Eaft-India company. isth January y 1654-5, in Thurloey F\m, 

p. 80.] _ - 

This it feems was adually done about this time, but the damage 
thereby done to that trade obliged the protestor to reinftate the com- 
pany, as we {hall fee, three years after this time. ■ 

The Dutch, who had fo great a fhare of the commerce of the coun- 
tries bordering on the Baltic ihores, frequently interpofed in the quar- 
rels between the northern crowns, the conftant policy of the republic 
being to preferve an equilibrium between thofe northern potentates, as 
the beft means to fupport the freedom of their great commerce to thofe 
countries. Particularly in the year 1655 Dutch, jealous of the 
great fuccefs of the Swedes againft Poland, flirred up the king of Den- 
mark againft them. But the Danes being woriled in this war, the 
Dutch fent a fleet, firft to the afliftance of the city of Dantzick, infult- 
ed by the Swediih fleet, and next to relieve Copenhagen, befieged by 
the Swedifh fleet, with which the Dutch had a fea-fight, whereim they 
loft two admirals, but gained their main point of railing the fiege of 
Copenhagen. The Dutch alfo were alfifting to the Danes in the foMow- 
ing year, in a fea-fight againft Sweden near the Sound, vrhieh, in the 
end, brought about a peace between thofe two kingdoms. \Fuffendorf‘s 
IntroduSHon, c. vi, § 16.] 

It is undoubtedly the intereft of all Europe, but more efpecially of 
the free commercial ftates of it, that a juft balance be preferved between 
the northern potentates, fo as no one of them be permitted to fwallow 
up, or even to be greatly fuperior to, the reft. 

We find by a book entitled, England’s grievance difcovered in rela- 
tion to the coal-trade, publifhed this year, that coals from Newcaftie 
were ufually fold at above 2q/’the chaldron. The fcope of this author 
was, that the coal-owners of Northumberland and of the biiliopric of 
Durham might have liberty to fell their coals diredly to the mailers of 
{hips, and have a free market at Shields, with leave to lay ballaft there, 
whereby, fays he, coals would be brought down to 20 / the chaldron all 
the year round : whereas now the owners of coaleries muft firft I'ell their 
coals to the magiftrates of Newcaftie, the magiftrates to the mafters of 
fhips, the mafters of {hips to the London wharfingers, and thefe laft to. 
the confumers ; every change of the property enhancing the price of 
the coals. By having a free market at Shields, our author alleges, that 
provifions vmuld be had cheaper for the multitude of fliipping, being 
above 900 fail, and alfo for the inhabitants there : and that coals being 
bought diredly from the firft hand, there might be as many more voy- 
ages to London in a year as now they make. That there are account- 
ed at Newcaftie 320 keels, or lighters, each of which carries yearly 80a 
chaldrons of coals, Newcaftie meafure, on board the ihips j and that 
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136 chaldrons of Newcaftle meafure are equal to 217 chaldrons of Lon- 
don meafure. 

To what this author fo plaufibly alleges we need only to add, that 
the enhanced price of coals fince his time is really become a great bur- 
den to our commercial and manufadluring people, and to all the in- 
duflrious poor in and near London, and that it would be doing very 
great fervice to trade, if a method could be found out for reduGing. it, 
and even for fixing them to a ftandard price if poffible ; which, with 
certain necefiary regulations therein, fome have been of opinion might 
be effeded in peaceable times at lead. It feems indeed worthy of our 
legiflature’s confideration, that two millions at lead, of people fhould no 
longer have fo grievous a monopoly lying upon them, and on com- 
merce, merely for aggrandizing a few families : and this of late years a. 
fhamefully-increafing monopoly too. 

While Cromwell was deliberating on the different propofals of France 
and Spain to gain him to their fide (fays the author of his life, publifh- 
ed in 1741), one Gage, who had been a Romifh pried, but now was 
become a protedant, returned from the Spanidi Wed-Tndies, where he 
had refided many years, and gave the protedor fo particular an account 
of the wealth, as well as feeblenefs, of the Spaniards in thofe parts, as 
ii^uced him to determine on an attempt to conquer both the iflands of 
Hifpaniola and Cuba j as his fuecefs therein , according to Gage, would make 
the red of Spanifh America an eafy conqued : and as, moreover Simon 
de Gafferes, a Spaniard, had alfo been confulted in it. Vice-admiral Penn 
was thereupon fent out with 30 (hips of war and about 4000 land forces 
but neither France nor Spain could penetrate into its dedination. The 
troops, landed on Flifpaniola, near St. Domingo, but in an improper part 
of the ifland ; and marching without proper guides through thick woods, 
&c. 600 of our men were flain by the Spaniards, with Major-general 
Hoifnes; whereupon they embarked with the remainder, and failed for 
Jamaica ; ‘ a place, as Colonel Modyford writes from Barbados’, \fThurhe, 

‘ V. iii, p. 565 J far more proper for our purpofes by fituation than either 

* Hifpaniola or Porto-Rico ; far more convenient for attempts on the 

* Spanifh fleets, and more efpecially for the Carthagena fleet.’ Crom- 
well’s intention was not abfolutely fixed to any particular place in the 
Wed-Indies: his indrudtions to General Venables being difcretionary. 

It was even left to his judgment, whether to attempt Carthagena, the 
Havannah, or Porto-Rico, or to fettle on fome part of the Terra Firma 
to the windward of Carthagena. They arrived at Jamaica on the 3d of 
May 1656, and marched diredfly to its capital St. Jago, from whence 
the Spaniards fled to the mountains and other inacceflible places with 
their bed effeds, and after fome time retired to the ifland of Cuba, 
leaving their flaves in the woods to harafs the Englifh, till they fhould 
return and relieve them. But the Englifh at Jamaica being recruited 


with ihips and tf oops from England, the Spaniards, after fun dry con- 
flifts, were obliged to abandon the ifland entirely. When thss conqueft 
was firft undertaken, the Spaniards at Jamaica did not exceed 1500 per- 
fons ill number, with about as many negros. Columbus in the year 
1494 found it a pleafant and populous ifland ; but the Spaniards are 
faid (even by their own authors ’ to have put to death no fewer than 
60,000 of tiie natives of that ifland, and rooted out the remainder be- 
fore the Englifli conquered it. 

Simon de Cafferes alfo laid before the protedlor the following 
fcheme, viz. 

‘ With four men of war only , and four fhips.with provifions, ammu- 
‘ nition, and rooo foldiers, to fail into the South fea, round Cape 

* Horn, and fo pafling by Baldivia in Chili, (from which port the Spa- 
‘ niards had long before been driven) the kingdom of Chili m ght be. 
‘ conquered from Spain. Our people to rendezvous at the ifle of La 
‘ Mocha, where they might victual and water, as there were none but 
‘ Indians there ; and as Chili abounds more with gold and provifions 
’ than any other part of America, and has a wholeiome climate; as 
‘ moreover the Chilians are the moft warlike of any American people, 

* and are mortal foes to the Spaniards, by reafon of their former cruel- 
‘ ties, they probably would gladly fide with any people inclinable to 
‘ drive the Spaniards quite out of their country. That if this projecft 
V fhould fucceed, it would diflrefs Spain in. the moft fenfible and ieaft- 
‘ guarded part. That the fliips of war above mentioned would ferve to 
‘ feize on the Spanifh rreafure going annually from Chili to Arica, and 
‘ thence by Lima and (.myaquil, to Panama, and fo over land to 
‘ Porto-Bello in the Weft-Indies, as well as to feize on the two yearly 
‘ rich Acapulco fliips. Cafferes for thefe purpofes undertook to engage 
‘ in Holland fome of thofe who went in Brouwer’s expedition againft 
‘ Baldivia.’ \fthurloe, V. iv, />. 62.] Nevertheleis this, like all our for- 
mer propofed expeditions into the South fea, was not found likely to 
anfwer; partly on account of the great dangers in a moft tempeftuous 
ocean; the inconftancy of the climate when there; and the almoft in- 
fuperable difficulties which would be occafioned by being quite out of 
the reach of friendly ports. 

Cromwell appointed his fon Richard, with many lords of his council, 
judges, and gentlemen, and about twenty loerchants of London, York, 
Newcaftle, Yarmouth, Dover, &c. to meet and confider by what means 
the traffic and navigation of the republic might be beft promoted and 
regulated, and to report, &c. * ["Thurloe, V. iv, 177.] 

^ A letter from the Hague in the year 1653 ^ * glad to fee, that it was only nominaL So that 
has the following remark upon a former committee : * we hope, in time thofe of London nvill forget that 

« A committee for trade was fome time fiiice eredf- * e^er they were merchants J {Thurloe^ V. Up. 498.] 

« ed in England, which, we then feared, would have On fome occafions this fevere remark has been ra* 

« proved very prejudicial to our ilate j but we arc ther too much verified^ ji. 
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The Swedifli refident in Holland this year reprefented, that the com- 
miffioners of the Dutch Weft-In dia company in New-Netherland (now 
New-York) did in this fummer aflault the Swediftt colony there by 
force of arms; took their forts, drove away the inhabitants, and whoiely 
difpollelled the Swedifh company of their diftrid ; although it be true and 
without difpute, that the Swedes did acquire that fort which they p of- 
felled by the jufteft title (optimo titulo juris), and did buy it of the na- 
tives ; and in confequence have had pofleflion of it for feveral years, 
without the Dutch Weft-India company ever before pretending any 
right thereto. Therefor the refident, in his mafter’s name, demanded 
that the Swedifh company might have it reftored to them, 8cc. [T/&ar- 
/oe, F. iv, ^ 599.] 

Among Cromwell’s inftruclions in this year for the council of Scot- 
land, we find the following very good one, viz. ‘ that in regard there be 
' a great many hofpitals and other mortifications (mortmains') in Scot- 
‘ land, you are therefor to take fpecial notice and confideration of the 
‘ fame; and fee them particularly employed for the benefit of the poor, 

‘ and other pious ufes for which they were firft appointed ; and to obey 
‘ every other thing for the relief of the poor in the feveral parilhes, that 
‘ fo none go a-begging, to the fcandal of the chriftian profeffion ; but 
' each parifh to maintain its own poor.’ [jIburloe, V. 497 .,1 

The ftates of Holland this year reduced the intereft of money due by 
them, from 5 to 4 per cent, whereby they faved 1,400,000 gilders per 
annum. And De Witt on this very point obferves, that by the zeal of 
their good rulers an expedient was found to difcharge the province of 
Holland of 140 millions of gilders, (or nearly about 14 millions fter- 
ling) by reducing the yearly intereft thereof from 5 to 4 per cent, and 
employing the yearly advance of it toward difcharging the principal,, 
which hereby will all be paid off in twenty-one years. \IntereJi of Hol- 
land, p. 466.] , 

This was probably the firft national finking fund ever fet on foot in 
Europe. De V/itt adds on this fubjedl, ‘ that what is moft to be gloried 
‘ in is, that though the greateft part of the regents of Holland had lent 
‘ a confiderable part of their property to that province, neverthelefs, 

‘ the confideration of their own profit did not hinder .them from cut- 
‘ ting off a fifth part of their revenue for the neceflary fervice of the 
‘ public.’ Here that able author was perhaps fomew hat miftakenin his- 
great glorying; fince pofiibly thofe felf-denying regents could not well 
tell where to get an higher intereft for their money elfewhere, had they 
been inftantly paid off, s was afterwards the parallel cafe of the pope’s- 
finking fund, in the year 1686, (of which in its place) and of the feveral 
branches of our own national finking-fund from 1717 downward. 

Mr. Prideaux, the Englifii Ruflia company’s agent at Archangel, fent 
to Cromwell an account of the exports from Archangel in that fame- 
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year, 1655, fo far as the date of his letter, Augufl 15, amounting to 
660,000 rubles, valuing two rubles, (then) equal to Li llerling, though 
at this day of a much fmaller value. The principd articles then export- 
ed were potafhes, caviare, tallow, hides, fables, and cable-yarn. The 
reft were coarfe linen, bed-feathers, tar, linen-yarn, beef, rhubarb, Per- 
lian-filk, cork, bacon, cordage, Ikins of fquirrels and cats, bees-wax, 
hogs briftles, mice and goats Ikins, fwan and geefe down, goofe and 
duck feathers, candles, &c. {‘Thurbe, V. ’iii, p. It is probable 

that the rife of the new city of Peterlburg, and the fubjedion of the 
ports of Livonia to Rulfta, have contributed to diminifti the trade of 
Archangel. 

This fame year Cromwell concluded a treaty of peace and commerce 
with the minifters of King Lewis XIV of France, a minor. What re- 
lates to our main fubjed follows, viz. 

Article V) The people of England, Scotland, and Ireland, may im- 
port into France all their manufadures of wool and lilk, and may fell 
them there without forfeiture or penalty. Provided, cloths ill-made or 
unfaftiionable be carried back into England, without paying any duty 
for the fame. Provided alfo, that the fubjeds of France may as freely 
import into England, and fell their wines and manufadures of wool and 
filk : and that the fubjeds of both contrading parties fliall be kindly 
treated, and enjoy like privileges with other foreigners. 

XXIV) Relates to prizes taken at fea, on both fides, fince the year 

1640, the determination whereof, if not finilhed by commiflioners 
within fix months and a fortnight, ftiall be referred to the arbitration of 
the republic of Hamburgh. • 

XXV) And whereas the three forts of Pentacoet, St. John, and 
Port-Royal, lately taken by England in America (i. e. in ' Nova-Scotia) 
would be reclaimed by the French ambaffador, and the commiflioners 
of his highnefs, the protedor, would argue, from certain reafons, that 
they ought to be detained, it is agreed to refer this point likewife to 
the commiflioners and arbitrators in the preceding article. [General 
colhStion of treaties, V. '\n,p. 149.] 

Againft the conclufion of this treaty. King Philip IV of Spain had 
ftrongly remonftrated by two ambaffadors to the protedor, fhewing that 
France had fecretly fomented all the confpiracies againft his life and go- 
vernment 4 while on the contrary, Spain had been the firft potentate 
which recognized the Englifh republic : and his catholic m.ajefty per- 
ceiving that the treaties with Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Portugal, 
Were concluded, that with France fo forward, and the treaty with him 
the only one deferred, at which all mankind were furprifed, the faid 
ambaffadors had orders to preft the conclufion of it. And that in cafe 
his highnefs inclines to recover Calais, Spain will join her forces to thofe 
of England, both by fea and land, for that end. Provided England will 
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aflifl: tlie prince of Conde with fhips and troops to land him at Bordeaux 
or elfewhere, fo as he may have footing in France, &c. \General coll, 
of treaties, V.iii, p. idflS.'] But Cromwell’s particular interefl, as before 
noted, outweighed his concern for the true interefl of England ; for the 
fecret article in the above treaty with France overbalanced all other 
confiderations. viz. France’s engaging that King Charles II and his bro- 
thers the dukes of York and Gloucefter, the marquis of Ormond, Sir 
Edward Hyde, and fifteen more lords and gentlemen therein named, 
fiiould be obliged to leave France within forty days after the ratification 
of the treaty. Thus did Cardinal Mazarine meanly abandon the Eng- 
lifh royal family and their friends, purely to enable France farther to 
weaken Spain, already too much enfeebled, and the balance of power in 
Europe thereby farther endangered. Upon this treaty the king of 
Spain feized upon all the effeds of the Englifh merchants in his domi- 
nions, to a confiderable value; and by this war with Spain the Dutch 
obtained a valuable commerce with that country, formerly enjoyed by 
the Englifh. 

In proportion as the Spanifh monarchy declined, the French increafed 
in power, riches, commerce, and territory. France hitherto found it 
her interefl to keep fair with the Dutch, as well on account of their fhip- 
ping, which was undoubtedly very great at this time, as for the incre- 
dible quantity of French manufadures and produd which the Dutch 
took off, and difperfed all over Europe. But when Cromwell had now 
entered into clofe meafures with the cardinal-minifler Mazarine, France 
then began to treat the Dutch with lefs ceremony, and to eflablifh com- 
panies of merchants at home for the herring, cod, and whale fifheries; 
and to prevent the importation of whale-fins and train-oil by foreigners. 
France alfo laid a duty of fifty fols per ton on all foreign fhips, both 
coming into and going out of her fea-ports. 

This year the Jews found means to perfuade Cromwell to re-admit them 
to fettle in England (although the long parliament had before refufed 
it) being jufl 365 years fince their expulfion by King Edward I. The 
protedor it is faid had been perfuaded by them and their friends, that 
commerce, by their re-admillion, would be fo far improved as to in- 
creafe his revenue L 100,000 per annum. On the other hand, the fa- 
mous William Prynn, and feveral others, at this time pub lifhed treaties 
againfl re-adraitting the Jews, fhewing the mifehiefs which that un- 
happy people have occafioned in all the countries wherein they have been 
tolerated. In their favour Menafleh Ben Ifrael, an., eminent Jew, who 
filed himfelf a divine and a dodor of phyfic, addrefled the protedot 
and commonwealth in this fame year, in the following artful frain ; 
‘ Our people did in their own minds prefage that the kingly government, 
* being now changed into that of a commonwealth, the antient hatred 
‘ towards them would alfo be clianged into good-will; and that thofe 
VoL.II. ■ 3 N 
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* rigorous laws made under the king& agaihft fo innocent a people tTOuId! 

‘ happily be repealed .' fo that we hope now for better treatment from 
*yourgentlenefsandgoodnefs;fince;fromthebeginningofyourgo- 

vernment of this commonwealth, your highnefs hath profefled much 
‘ reipeft and favour towards us. Wherefor, I humbly intreat your 

* highnefs that you would; with a gracious eye, have a regard to us and 

‘ our petition, and grant unto us, as you have done unto others, the free ' 

‘ exercife of our religion ; that we may have our fynagogues, and 

keep our own public worlhip, as our brethren do in Italy, Germany; 

‘ Poland, and many other places ; and we fliall pray for the happihefs 
‘ and peace of this your much renowned and- puiflant commonwealth.’ ' 

He proceeds to fhew, that other hates have thought it their ihtereft- to , 

encourage the Jews in their dominions ; as, for inhance, the king of . " 

Denmark invited them to fettle at Gluckftadt in Holftein ; the duke of - ' 

Savoy, at Nice ; the duke of Modena, at Reggio ; and in India there are 
four fynagogues at Cochin for the ufe of the Jews, a fourth, part of 
whom are of a white complexion, and the other three quarters are 
tawny. That in Perfi'a there are great numbers of Jews, and many of 
them in great favour at court. That in Turkey they are moft numer- 
ous, many of them living in great hate, and in favour with the fultan 
and his bafliaws ; there being in Conftantinople alone 4S fynagogues ; in 
Salonichi 36 ; and above 80,000 Jews in thofe two cities. That in all 
the Turkifh dominions their number amqunts to many millions of 
people. Next, he refutes alf the accufations againft the Jews, and fhews 
the damage which accrued to Spain and Portugal by banifliing the Jews 
out of their dominions ; and the great benefit, in point of revenue, to 
the public, and in refpedt to the increafe of commerce and manufac-- 
tures, which would. accrue by re-admitting them ; fo that in conclufion, 
they were re-admitted, and have remamed in England, ever fince, though 
not in fuch great numbers as in fome other partSi 

The republic of Tunis not only refufed- to comply with Admiral 
Blake’s, juft demands in behalf of the Englifh commerce, (who was then 
with adquadron in the Mediterranean for watching the motions of the i 

French fleet) but even treated his propofals with much infolence and 
contumely: and we learn by that great admiral’s letter to Secretary 
Thurloe, that he failed with his Tquadron into the hai'bour of Porto-Fa- 
rino, and burnt all their, fhips, being nine in number, with the lofs of 
only twenty-five men killed; and then; having reduced them to. reafoiij. 
he returned to Cagliari in Sardinia, whence he dates that letter-. \^hur~ 
loe, V. iii; p. 390.}. He afterwards brought. Algiers and Tripoli alfo to 
terms of peace. : 

In India, the Dutch this year took the city of Calecut from the Portu- 
guefe; and. in the following year (.1656) they alfo deprived them of 
Golumbo, their capital fettlement .^ Ceylon, and. thereby became maf- 
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ters of tlie coafts of that fruitful ifland, and of the whole cinnamon 
trade; as they before were of the nutmegs, mace, and cloves. Pepper 
was now the only fpice that remained uningrofled by them, becaufe it 
grows in too many diftant parts of India to be ingroiTed by any one 
potentate. In 1658 the Dutch took Manaar and Jafiiapatnam from the 
Portuguefe, by which, and other conquefts needlefs to be enlarged on, 
the Portuguefe were foon confined to their fettlements on this fide of 
cape Comorin. And thus the Dutch made themfelves ample amends 
for their Wefl-India company’s Ioffes at Brafil. 

The old ftadthoufe at Amfterdam being thought too mean for the 
grandeur of that mofl opulent city, the two great commercial compa- 
nies of the Eafl and Weft Indies undertook to eredl a new one : it was 
begun in 1648, and completed in this year 1655 ; and may truely be 
termed the pride and glory of that city and province, being by far the 
moft iroble and fuperb ftrudure in all Europe of that kind ; ferving for 
a fenate-houfe and bank. Whole volumes have been employed in the 
defcription of its architedure and beauty. 

1656. — Charles Guftavus king of Sweden, being now at war with 
John Calimir king of Poland ; the ftates-general of the United pro- 
vinces, apprehenfive of the difadvantage of that war to the commerce 
of their fubjeds in the Baltic, fent thither Admiral Opdam with a fleet, 
which, over-awing both thofe kings, brought on the treaty of peace at 
Elbing in Pruflia. This condud of the Dutch was agreeable, as we 
have before noted, to the general tenor of their politics, with regard to 
preferving an equilibrium between the potentates bordering on the 
Baltic fhores. 

The commerce of Amfterdam was by this time fo much increafed 
that, for the enlargement of that city, a great fpace of ground was now 
inclofed and built on. And the whole city, thus enlarged, was now 
furrounded with new walls of brick with ftone gates. This, it is ap- 
prehended, is the laft great enlargement of Amfterdam, in refped of 
private buildings ; but it received a great addition to the ftrength of its 
fortifications when the French invaded Holland in the year 1672. 

No marvel then if the Grand-penfionary De Witt, in his book of the 
Intereft of Holland, in the year 1 669, obferves ‘ that Amfterdam is a 
‘ city of greater traffic, and Holland a richer merchandizing country 
* than ever was in the world. Their fituation for an eafy and quick 
‘ communication with all the coafts of Friefeland, Overyfiel, Guelder- 
^ land, and North-Holland ; their fituation aMb for receiving the 
' fifhery, and for a repofitory for all forts of merchandize to be after- 
‘ wards re-fhipped to all parts of the world, as demands may offer , and 
^ for fetting out flips to freight, are great advantages. Then their ac- 
‘ quiring the whole- fpice trade of India, and a great Weft-India trade ; 

‘ the whale fifhery ; the trade in Italian wrought filks, which the Ger- 
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‘ mans were wont to bring by land-carriage from Italy, until the Ger- 
‘ man wars loft them that trade; and afterwards their manufacturing 
‘ the raw filk theinfelves ; their woollen manufacture : and in ftiort, he 
‘ obferves, the Hollanders had at this time well nigh beaten all nations, 

‘ by traffic, out of the feas, and become the only carriers of goods 
‘ throughout the world.’ [Part i, c. 13.] How exultingly was all this 
faid, even by the great, and otherwife cool and moderate, De Witt ! 
And, indeed, it is a moft ftiining picture of their mercantile grandeur, 
long fince in its wane, as we have elfe where noted. 

We have alfo, in this fame year, an authentic ftatement of the public 
navy of the Dutch, in a letter from Sluyce in Dutch Flanders, in April 
1656, importing, that they had loi ftiips of war in their feveral ports, 
including 8 ftiips with Admiral de Ruyter at Cadiz. That their firft-rate 
fliips had 72, 74, 76 port-holes ; the fecond-rates 60 ; and the third- 
rates 52 port-holes or guns. [Phurhe, V. iv, p, 732.] This is an unde- , 
niable proof that fliips of war in thofe days were confiderably inferior 
to our modern floating caftles. We are here alfo to note, that, fince the 
Dutch admiral’s remonftrances to their mafters, that in their laft war 
with England their fliips were too fmall, they were built confiderably 
larger. 

We find alfo a ftatement of the naval ftrength of Spain, in a letter of 
intelligence dated in January. It fays, ‘ that they are now preparing 
‘ at Cadiz for a war againft England ; that they have there from 50 to 
‘ 60 fliips of war, 30 gallies, and 30 fire-lhips but the want of money 
‘ doth much hinder and trouble them, which they endeavour to bor- 
‘ row of merchants, &c. to pay when the galleons arrive ; but if thefe 
‘ do not foon arrive, the kingdom wiU: be in a miferable condition.’ 
[pThitrhe, V. iv, p. 419.] This is a true, but melancholy, piClure of the 
ftate of Spain fo early as at that tim^ ; yet its mifery gradually increafed ■ 
tin the death of King Charles II in the. beginning of the eighteenth 
century. ' 

Although Jamaica had been fo eafily won by the Englifti, yet, on the ■ 
return of the fleet, the proteCtor, provoked at the difafter at Hifpaniola, 
fent both Penn and Venables to the tower. On the other hand, Spain, 
refenting this attack, declared war againft. England. Hereupon the 
brave Englifli admiral, Blake, attacked the Spanifli plate fleet near the 
port of Cadiz ; and burnt or funk all of them, excepting only one which 
efcaped, and two which were taken and brought to Portfmouth, in 
which were found upwards of two millions of dollars. 

In a Brief narratives of England’s rights to the northern parts of 
America, written this year, it is obferved, ‘ that the Dutch, under co- 
‘ Iq-ur of aclaufe in their Weft-India company’s charter,, enabling them 
‘ to conquer what they could in America, from their enemies, (i. e. 

‘ Spain) had fettled in the north part of Virginia that at firft they 
■ . / z 



* called their fettlement New Virginia ; but becaufe they would make 
‘ it as much Dutch as they could, they had but very lately called it New 
‘ Nedderlandt, and fo named it in all their new maps It is com- 
‘ monly reported, that, by the permiffion of King James I, they had 
‘ granted from him, to their ftates only, a certain ifland ; called there- 

* for by them Staten (or States) iiland, on that coaft, as a watering 
‘ place for their Weft-India fleets.’ [Xhurloe, V. 'v,p. 8i.] 

From hence, it is natural to conclude that this fuppofed allowance of 
that king (of which, however, we can no where find a proper evidence) 
to water at Staten ifland, encouraged fo adventurous a people to take 
the liberty of fettling on the neighbouring continent, from whence they 
were not quite expelled till the year 1667, when it was exchanged for 
the colony of Surinam. 

The protector and his parliament now eredled a new general pofl- 
oflR.ce for the commonwealth of the three kingdoms, on much the fame 
plan as three years before, and in the main, as till lately in our days. . 
Single letters as far as 80 miles for twmpence; farther threepence; to • 
Scotland fourpence; and double letters twice as much. Thefe regula- 
tions were confirmed at the refloration of King Charles TL 

The humour of reflraining the increafe of buildings in and near 
London on new foundations, begun by Queen Elizabeth in the early 
times of commerce, and continued in the two next reigns, was now re- - 
vived by the protestor and his parliament, by their adt [c, 24] the preamble 
of which runs thus : ‘Whereas, the great and exceflive number of houfes, 

‘ edifices, out-houfes, and cottages, eredled and new-built in and about 
‘ the fuburbs of the city of London, is found to be very mifchievous 
‘ and inconvenient, and a great annoyance and nuifance to the com- 
‘ monwealth, &c. they now lay a duty of one year’s rent on all houfes 
‘ and edifices eroded on ne%v foundations in the fuburbs, or within ten 
' miles of the walls of London, fince the year 1620, not having four 
‘■"^acres of freehold land laid to the fame. And a fine of Lioo is alfo 
‘ hereby laid on all new edifices which fhall, from 1 6.57, be eroded 
‘ within the faid limits, on new foundations, not having four acres laid 
‘ thereto, as aforefaid. Moreover, all houfes, within the faid limits, 

‘ fliall hereafter be built of brick or ftone uprigLt, and without butting 
‘ or jetting out into the ftreet.’ Out of this ad were excepted, the build- 
ings belonging to the feveral city hofpitals ; the earl of Clare’s new 
market (now called Clare-market) in Clement’s-inn-fields, juft then 
built; the ftreets about Lincoln’s-inn-fields, then alfo in hand ; Horfley- 
down buildings, for the benefit of the poor of St. Olave’s parifli in South- 
wark; Bangor-court, in Shoe-lane, then about to be built upon the fite 
of the biihop of Bangor’s houfe and garden, &c . ; and all buildings be~- - 
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low London bridge, and within two furlongs of* the river Thames^ be- 
longing to mariners, Ihip-builders, their wives and widows ; andfome few' 
other places. By this ad we find that Glare-market in the fields, then call- 
ed Glement’s-inn-fields, was but juft finiflied ; and it is hereby declared to 
be a common and free market on every Tuefday, Thurfday, and Satur- 
day ; but part of Stanhope-ftreet adjoining was not yet quite built ©n, nor 
were all the buildings adjoining to Lincoln’s-inn-fields as yet finilhed. 

By ScobeFs Colledion of ads and ordinances of parliament, (from 
1640 to 1656) we learn, that the whole charge of the public in this year, 
1656, 'in England [c. 6] was fixed at L 1,300 ,000, viz. Li, 000, 000 
for the navy and army, and L30o,ooo for the fupport of the civil go- 
yernment. No part of this fum was raifed by a land-tax. 

And the parliament [c. 4] aboliftied all tenures in capite by knights- 
ferviccj and by foccage in chief, and laid afide the courts of wards and 
liveries. They alfo enaded [c. 5] that none ftiould dig within the 
houfes or lands of any perfon for faltpetxe, without leave firft obtained. 
This ad relating to digging for faltpetre removed a grievance which 
King Charles I impofed on his fubjeds, throughout his reign, of enter- 
ing and digging for it everywhere, without alking leave. 

There had been a general treaty of alliance concluded between Crom- 
well and Queen Chriftina of Sweden, in the year 1654. But matters 
relating to commerce and navigation were then deferred to a more con- 
venient time : fo Cromwell’s commiflioners in this year figned a treaty 
with the minifters of King Charles Guftavus of Sweden, wherein what 
relates to commerce is as follows. 

Article IX) ‘ As to commerce to be carried on in America, it is ex- 
‘ prefsly provided by law^ that the fubjeds of no other ftate or republic 
^ befides :fhall be impowered to trade there in common, without a fpe- 
‘ cial licence,; but if any of the king of Sweden’s fubjeds, furniflied 
‘ with Jhis recommendations, ftiall privately folicit fuch licence of the 
‘ lord protedor to trade to any of thofe (Englilh) colonies, he will, in 
‘ this refped., comply with the defire of his Swedifli majefty, as far as 

* the ftate of his affairs will permit;.. 

X) * It fhall be free for the fubjeds of Sweden to fifh and catch her- 
/ rings, &(^ in the feas and on the coafts which are in the dominion of 
‘ this republic ; provided the ftiips fo employed do not exceed 1000 in 

* number: and no charges fhall be demanded, of thofe Swedifh fiftiers, 
‘ by the fhips of war of this republic ; but all fhall be treated courteoully 
‘ and amicably, and fhall be even allowed to dry their nets on the fhore, 
‘ and to purchafe necelTaries there at a fair price.’ 

The reft of this treaty relates chiefly to a mutual liberty of hiring 
{hips of war and troops in each others country, and againft Sweden fup- 
plying Spain with naval ftores during England’s war with that crown. 
{General coll, of treaties^ V, 
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Upon this treaty and fotne prior ones we may here briefly remark, 
that Cromwell and the parliament afFeded to Be as pun< 5 tilious and pe- 
remptory, in refpedl to their dominion in the four feas furrounding 
Great Britain and Ireland, as even the molt pofitive and determined of 
the Englilh monarchs. 

r657._^All that part of Pruflia lying eaft of the Viftula, which till 
lately was called ducal (in eontradiftindtion from the other part called 
royal, as being immediately under fubjedion to the crown of Poland) 
hadi ever lince the year 1 525, been veiled in the houfe of Brandenburg, 
with the* title of a dukedom, though Hill owning forae kind of valkilage 
to the king and republic of Poland, till the year 1657, when the later 
gave up all kind of claim on it; and the eledtor of Brandenburg was 
now veiled with fovereign and independent dominion over, that duchy, 
lince eredled into a kingdom in the perfon of Frederic II 

In this laft year of the renowned Admiral Blake’s life, he delltoyed a. 
fecond Spanilh plate fleet, (faid to be much richer than that of the pre- 
ceding year) at Tenerif, one of the Canary ifles, burning, finking, &c. 
every Ihip of that fleet. This, great admiral’s death was reckoned an ir- 
reparable lofs to the proted:or and to his country. Amongll feveral other 
great things faid of him-, even by the earl of Clarendon, his following 
encomium on him is well worth our notice, viz. ‘ that he was the firlt 
‘ man who-brought Ihips to contemn callles on fliore, which had been 
*' ever thought very formidable, and were difcovered by him to make a 
‘ noife only, and to frighten thofe who could rarely be hurt by them. 

‘ He was the firll that infufed that proportion of courage into the fea- 
‘ men, by making them fee by experience what mighty things they 
‘ could do if they they were refolved, and taught them to fight in fire 

* as well as upon water. And although he had been very well imitated 
‘ and followed, he was the firll that gave the example of that kind of 
‘ naval courage, and bold and refolute achievements.’ 

From March 163^ to May 1-657, (according to the author of the' 
Happy future Hate of England) there was coined in the tower of Lon- 
don, in gold and lilver, the fum of L7,733,52i ; 13 14 ; * England alone 

* (lays that author) having, till the peace of Munfter, in 1648, enjoyed 
‘ almoll the whole manufadiure, and the bell part of the trade, of Eu- 
‘ rope.” 

In a letter' written by GeneraL Monk from Scotland^ to Secretary 
Thurloe, in September 1657, there is the following memorable para- 
graph : ‘ I underlland the Portugal ambalTador is come to London ; and 
” I make no quellion but he will be defiring fome favour from my lord 
‘ protedor. There is- a callle in the llraits mouth which the Portugals 
‘ have, called' Tanger, on Barbary fide, and which if they would part 

* withal, it would be very ufeful to us ; and they make little ufe of it,, 
unlefs it be for getting of blackamoors-; for which bis highnefs may. 

- 4 
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‘ give them leave to trade for. An hundred men will keep the caftle, 
‘ and half a dozen frigates there would flop the whole trade in the Straits 

* to fuch as fhall be enemies to us.’ [T^hurloe, V. vi, p. 505.] So it ap- 
pears that a fortified poll at the entry of the Mediten-anean was then 
thought a defirable objeft for England : and this propofal of General 
Monk’s very probably occafioned the ftipulation for this port and cafhle 
five years afterwards, to be a part of (^een Catharine’s marriage por- 
tion, as it accordingly was. Yet this fame General Monk afterwards 
found a confiderable garrifon little enough to defend it againfl the con- 
tinual attacks of the Moors. 

De Witt, in his Interefl: of Holland, juftly remarks, ^ that although 
‘ their fhips trading into the Mediterranean fhould be well guarded by 

* convoys againfl the Barbary pirates, yet it would by no means be pro- 

* per to free that fea of thofe pirates; becaufe (fays he) we fhould here- 

* by be put upon the fame footing with the Eaftlanders, Englifh, Spa- 

* niards, and Italians: wherefor it is bell to leave that thorn in the fides 
‘ of thofe nations, whereby they will be diflrefled in that trade ; while 
" we by our convoys ingrofs all the European traffic and navigation to 
‘ Holland.’ 

By the experience of the ill effedls of former negligence, and the help 
of the port of Gibraltar, we have in our own times greatly gained ground 
upon Holland in this particular refped. Fas eji, et ab hojle doceri*. 

Secretary Thurloe received a letter from Leghorn, acquainting him 
that the Hollanders were making a plantation between Surinam and 
Carthagena in the Wefl-Indies, aiming chiefly to trade with the Spa- 
niards; for which purpofe they were lending thither twenty-five fami- 
lies of Jews. ‘ If (fays this letter-writer) our planters at Surinam took 

* the fame courfe, it would be much to their advantage ; for the Span- 
‘ iards there are in mofl extreme want of all European conimodities.’ 
\Fhurloe,V, vi, p. 825.J This was probably a projedt for fettling on the 
Terra firma, from which they were faid to be afterwards driven. Unlefs, 
perhaps, Curaqoa be hereby meant, which is a fmall ifle near that coafl, 
pofTefTed by the Dutch, and very commodioufly fituated for that fmug- 
gling trade, the Jews there being faid to be both rich and numerous ; 
,and the Dutch colonies extremely populous and well fortified. It was 
■probably fettled before this time, • as were alfo, above 25 years before, 
a fomewhat fmaller ifle near it, named Aruba; and Bonaire, another ifle 
on that coafl, which produces plenty of cotton ; and the other two pro- 
duce lome fugar : and though Gurafoa be but about 13 leagues in cir- 
cuit, and barren, yet its merchants are faid to be very rich by their 
trade with the neighbouring Spaniards for European goods and negroes ; 
fo that it is deemed one of their befl colonies in America, 

c . , . . ^ It IS n'ght to karn even from an enemy, , 
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The following is the eftimate of the public expenditure and revenue 
of England, Ireland, and Scotland, for the year ending i ft November 
1657. 


The charge of the fea 

Ditto of the army in the three kingdoms 

Ditto of the civil government 


Total 

73 ^ prefent revenue, viz. 

The afleffment in England, Scotland, and Ireland 
The excife and cuftoms, eftimated at 
The other revenue, payable on the receipt of the 
exchequer, eftimated at _ _ . 

Total 

The revenue of Ireland for two years, ending ift 
November, 1657. - 

Expenfe of ditto for faid two years 
Expenfe more than the revenue 
Scotland’s revenue for one year - - 


L 994 , 5 oo 

0 

0 

1,132,489 

0 

0 

200,000 

■ 0 

' 0 

2,326,989 

,0 

0 

1 ,464,000 

4 

0 

700,000 

0 

0 

198,000 

0 

0 

2,362,000 

4 

0 

I 37»558 

^3 

3 

142,509 

II 

o„ 

4,959 

17 

9 

37,690 

19 

0 


But Scotland’s expenfe is not mentioned. [Xburhe, V. vi, p. B25, and 
444 -] 

What De Witt has faid of his nation’s wifdom in fecuring their mer- 
cantile {hipping trading into the Mediterranean by proper convoys, and 
the negleft of England in that refped, is in part confirmed, and partly, 
alfo, contradicted, by a pamphlet addrelTed to the proteClor this year, 
by Samuel Lamb, a merchant, entitled Seafonable obfervations for the 
encouraging of foreign commerce : wherein he fpeaks ‘ of our mer- 
‘ chants’ {hipping as ha\ung been of late the beft in the world 5 witnefs 
‘ the many fingle fights at fea againft the Turks, to whom, it is be- 
‘ lieved, the Dutch loi'e ten {hips for our one ; and the remarkable 
' fea-fights againft the Flollanders themfelves in the late wars; wherein 
' many merchant fliips, from about 300 to 500 tons, did engage againft 
‘ the enemy with the ftates fhips, to our great advantage; the enemy 
‘ notwithftanding exceeding us in every fight in ihips and tonnage.’ 
This (though perhaps fomewhat exaggerated) {hews the ftoutnefs of our 
trading {hips in the Mediterranean in thofe times, as well as the bravery 
of our failors; of which fundry old fongs and ballads alfo give teftimony, 
in their encounters with the Barbary pirates. 

Before the commencement of the civil wars in England we find, by 
the Eaft-India company’s account, that they alone emt)Ioyed 15,000 tons 
VoL. II. 3 O 


of fliipping, which were accounted to be the beft trading fhips belong- 
ing to England, (as indeed they continue to be to the prefent times) 
from 300 to 600 tons each fliip. But the Eaft-India fhipping fell on 
very much, by the general difcourageraents in their trade, and the un- 
derminings of the Dutch; and now they had fcar^ely one good ihip re- 
maining. Moreover, from the year 1653, or 1654, to this year 1657, 
by means of the multitude of interlopers, there was a fort of open trade 
from England to India : ‘ in which time (fays our author, who in 1681 
‘ wrote in defence of the joint-ftock company) our nation had well 
‘ nigh loft all their privileges in India^ which are many.’ There were 
alfo grievous Ioffes to .private traders, by depredations, ‘ a great lower- 
‘ ing of Englifh commodities, and advancing of Indian commodities, 
‘ an increafe of prefents to governors, &c. to fuch odious excefs, that at 
‘ length the very private traders themfelves, being without union and pro- 

* tedlion, were the forwardeft petitioners for a return to a joint-flock.^ 
Yet, on the other hand, the ingenious author of a treatife intitled Brit’- 
tania Imguens, \p. 76, ed. 1680, 8w] affirms, ‘ that during the years 
‘ 1653-4-5-6, when the Eafl-India trade was laid open, they afforded 

the India eommodities fo cheap that they fupplied more parts of Eu- 
‘ rope, and even Amfterdam itfelf, therewith, than ever they did after ; 
‘ whereby they very much funk the Dutch Eafl-India company’s 

* adions.’' Yet, it is generally faid, thaf even the interlopers or fepa- 
rate traders were lofers in the end, having alfo endured many indigni- 
ties and injuries from the Indians. So difficult is it to come at the real 
truth where interefl is nearly concerned on both fides. 

Upon the whole, the protedor nowre-eflablifhed the old company, with 
a joint-flock of L739,782, though only 50 per cent, or L369,89i, was 
called in, or was flridly (at that time) deemed their capital flock. Yet, 
by the late laying open of that trade, fo many leffer fhips had been em- 
ployed in it, that the company, though now again reftored, could find 
few or no merchant fhips large enough for their purpofe. And the 
author juft now quoted alleges, ‘ that although in former times the 

Englifh trade into the Mediterranean did by efliraation employ 80 or 
‘100 fail of fhips, from 300 to 400 tons each, yet fince they employ 
‘ fmaller ones, which are fo often taken by the Spaniards,’ &c. And he 
fays, ‘ he has formerly known many fhips of the above, or a greater 
‘ burden, built and equipped in England, purpofely to be fent to Ve- 
‘ nice, to be let out to that flate for fhips of war, to ferve them againfl 
*■ the Turks : but the Hollanders, foon cut us out of that employment 
‘ alfo, by ferving them cheaper.’ 

On the 9th of May this year Cromwell concluded another felf-inter- 
efled treaty of alliance, with France againfl Spain and Holland, and 
againfl the folid interefl of England. And as fome of the fecret arti- 
cles have a relation to commerce; we ffialL remark on. the following 
©hes, viz., . 
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It feeins the Dutch admiral De Ruyter had taken two French fliips of 
war in the Mediterranean ; to revenge which France engaged Cromwell 
by the IVth and Vth fecret articles to fit out, at the expenfe of France, 
from 30 to 40 fhips of war j part of which were to cruife before Oftend 
and Dunkirk, and the reft in the Channel, to take all the fhips of Hol- 
land and Zealand in the French king’s name. And article IX and X, 
that an Englifh fleet was to block up Oftend, Newport, and Qraveling, 
whilft Louis did the fame on the land fide. And Louis promifes to 
leave thofe ports (when taken) in the full pofTefllon and property of the 
protedor: as on the other hand (article XI) Louis was to enjoy all the 
other towns, harbours, and places, which fhould be conquered in the 
feventeen provinces of the Netherlands, none excepted, whoever is or 
has been the pofTefTor. Article XV and XVI, both parties' agreed to 
affift the king of Sweden in his intended conqueft of the city of Dant- 
zic, Louis alfo promifing to furnilh money for the conqueft of the 
Danifh forts in the Sound ; and the protedor engaging to fend a fleet 
with land forces to block up the paflage of the Sound, to the end that, 
with Sweden’s affiftance, he might be enabled to keep the trade with 
thofe countries and thofe of his allies free and undifturbed. The plau- 
fible or probable ground for thefe two remarkable articles of this 
alliance and enmity againft Denmark was, becaufe Chriftiern IV 
had increafed his toll on foreign fiiips pafling the Sound : which toll 
(we have feen) having been farmed to the Hollanders in 1649, it was 
probable they and the crown of Denmark had jointly aimed to make 
the moft of againft all other nations, though contrary to former ftipu- 
lations. 

By article XVII the protedor was to have the difpofal of any coun- 
tries and forts which Ihould be taken from Denmark, according to his 
good pleafure : but the fhips and merchandize of the French king’s fub- 
jeds ihould pafs and repafs the Sound as freely as thofe of England. 

1658.— -Cardinal Mazarin (the prime-minifter of France) having got 
intelligence that the court of Spain, in order to gain Cromwell, had fome 
time before propofed to aftift him in the conqueft of Calais for England, 
took pains to convince the protedor, that Dunkirk would be of much 
greater importance to England, as really is known to be true : and as 
Cromwell’s main dread was left France ihould be alfifting in King Charles’s 
reftoration, he, after fome deliberation, agreed to Mazarin ’s propoial. 
Whereupon, on the 23d of March 1658, new ftile. Sir Wiikam Lock- 
hart, Cromwell’s , ambaflador. at Paris, figned a convention with the 
French court, whereby it was ftipulated that Dunkirk, Mardike, and 
Graveling, (when taken) fhould be put into the protedor’s hands ; 
which was confirmed by a fecond convention five days after. Where- 
upon Dunkirk was attacked by the joint forces of England and France, 
and furrendered on midfummer-day 1658, to the French, who, the dav 
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following, delivered it up with all its forts into the hands of Sir William 
Lockhart, for the proteftor. This great acquifition occafioned no fmall 
jealoufy in the Dutch, who were very far from being pleafed to fee 
England thereby rendered mafters of both fides of the Channel. More- 
over, though France at this time yielded it to Cromwell for the fake of 
his prefent friendfhip, in affifting to the greater enfeebling of Spain, and 
the confequent railing of her own power, yet the French court foon 
forefaw how dangerous Dunkirk would prove in other hands than their 
own, and more efpecially in the pofleffion of England, even then the 
firft maritime potentate of Europe; whercfbr they foon found means, 
(four years after) to get it furrendered to them. 

Though clocks and clock-makers were introduced into England at 
leail as early as the year 1368, yet we have not difcovered either the 
time or the certain place in which they were firft made; as is alfo the 
cafe of feverai other inventions. Nurenberg in Germany has often 
been named as the moft probable place of the invention of watches, (or 
rather the revival of them about 70 years ago) though I do not find any 
certainty thereof. The firfl pendulum clock is faid to have been in- 
vented by Huygens in the preceding year, 1657 > 7 ®^ others afcribe it 
to Galileo. Be this as it may, we may be affured that the prefent 
watches are of a much later invention than clocks, though they, in fad, 
were but a neceflary confequence of the other. The Emperor Charles Y 
was the firfl: who had a watch ; though fome fay it was only a fmall 
table clock. Others fay, that emperor had a watch, of fome kind or 
other, in the jewel of his feal-ring. Spring pocket watches were the 
produdion of this century. Foreigners afcribe the invention to Huy- 
gens, but the Englifh to Dr. Hooke, about this year. It has fince been 
brought to greater perfedion in England than anywhere elfe. 

This year the Swedilh fleet befieging Copenhagen, where the Daniih 
king then was in great diftrefs, the Dutch fleet under Admiral' Opdam 
defeated that of Sweden, and thereby feafbnably relieved the Danifh 
king and his capital city. The next year Admiral De Ruyter joined 
the Danifh fieet, and defeating that of Sweden, brought about a pacifi- 
cation at Rofchild between thefe two northern crowns, through the me- 
diation of England and France. 

1659. — following year (1659) the Swedes, under their king 
Charles Guflavus, were fo fuccefsful in a frefh war againfl; Denmark as 
to oblige that crown to reftore the fine province of Scania, or Schonen, 
to Sweden, after Denmark had been in pofTeflion of it for three cen^^ 
turies. This conceffion threw much weight into the fcale of Sweden ; 
but feems, however, to have reduced both crowns nearer to an equili- 
brium than before, with reference to the European Rates trading into 
the Baltic fea. * - ^ 

The Danifii court having farther dfcftrefl^the trade of other natiom 
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by increafing tbe tolls in the pafiages into the Baltic, called the Sound, 
and greater and lefler Belt ; the two commonwealths of England and 
Holland, and the court of France, had entered into a joint treaty at the 
Hague, not only for obliging Denmark and Sweden, then at war, to 
agree to the above peace, Isut by the Vlth article of that treaty it was fli- 
pulated, ‘ that no new duty, toll, or other impoft, on account of beacons, 
‘ light-houfes, anchorages, or any pretences whatever, be for the future 

* raifed in the Sound or the two Belts, by any perfon whatfoever, upon 
‘ the faid three dates, or either of them, or upon their fubjedls. And 
' with refpedt to the duties or tolls which are paid there by virtue of 
‘ the treaty made at London between the late protedor (Oliver) and 
‘ the crown of Denmark, and of another treaty made between the faid 
‘ crown and the United provinces in 1645, they fhall never be angment- 
‘ ed upon the three dates, nor on any of them, for any caufe or pretext 

* whatever. And if it happens that there are more favourable and ad- 
‘ vantageous conditions in one of the faid treaties than there are in the 

* other, with regard to the toll, or the manner of railing it, the faid 
‘ three dates, and each of them, lhall for the future enjoy the more fa- 

* vourable conditions equally ; as alfo all other privileges and exemp- 
‘ tions ; and lhall be guarantees thereof one to the other.’ 

It feems that, before this definitive treaty, the Danes often varied the 
tolls they exacted from Ihips palling the Sound. Sometimes they laid a 
rofe-noble on every Ihip, belide one per cent for ladage ; fometimes 
three and one-half per cent ; and at other times a thirtieth part of all 
the cargo was demanded and taken. Queen Elizabeth fent four folemn 
embaflies to Denmark in order to get thofe tolls moderated, and fixed at 
fome certainty ; though all to very little purpofe. The Swedes like- 
wife had fometimes pretended to a toll for their cadle of Helfingburg, on 
their fide of the Sound : but now this joint treaty and mutual guarantee 
of the three potent flates before mentioned feemed to put amend to all 
new demands or impofitions whatever. 

The advantageous peace concluded this year at the Pyrenees with the 
declining kingdom of Spain gave the French full leifure to improve their 
foreign commerce, and more efpecially their trade to Turkey for 
woollen goods; which, by the help of Spanilh wool, they foon after 
brought to fuch perfeftion, that they have long fince been enabled, in a 
great meafure, to get ground of the Englilh Levant, or Turkey com- 
pany, as well as of the Dutch and Venetians ; their very able ftatef- 
man Colbert having foon after this time moft afliduoufly applied' himfelf 
thereto, without fparing any expenfe for the improvement of every 
branch of commerce; foch, for inftance, as premiums, remiflion of 
cufloms and taxes, warehoufes rent-free, &c. Yet in order to get their 
woollen cloth at firft introduced into Turkey, they are faid to have 
made ufe of the names of the Englilh traders thither, and of the repu-. 


tation of Englifli cloth, calling their cloth by the name of drap de 
Londres. 

By the Pyrenean treaty Spain yielded to France fo much territory 
and fo many flrong fortrelles in the Netherlands, and on the fide of Ga- 
taionia, Burgundy, and Lorrain, as made the fcale of France ftill much, 
more preponderate ; the enumeration of which countries and fortrefles 
may be feen in all the accounts of that peace ; which was indeed a very- 
unfortunate one for Spain, and much altered the balance of power in. 
refpecSt of thofe two nations, and in fome meafure therefor afFed:ed the 
fafety of the reft of Europe. 

The ifland of Barbados was by this time become rich and populous ; 
.for, in a pamphlet, entitled Trade revived, printed this year, the au- 
thor, treating of the value of our American plantations, defcribes ‘ Bar- 
‘ bados as having given to many men of low degree exceeding vaft for- 
‘ tunes, equal to noblemen. He fays, that upwards of loo fail of ftxips 
‘ there yearly find employment, by carrying goods and paflengers thi- 
‘ ther, and bringing thence other commodities : whereby feamen are 
‘ bred and cuftom increafed, our commodities vended, and many thou- 
‘ fands employed therein, and in refining fugar at home, which we for- 
‘ merly had from other countries. And all this out of that very fmall, 
‘ dry, and rocky ifland.’ By this account it fhould feera, that our other 
Garibbee ifles had fcarcely begun to cultivate fugar. This alfo feems 
to be the firft account of fugar-refining in England, though probably 
earlier in fome other countries, (for which fee the year 1503.) 

According to Dodor D’Avenant, who was infpedor-general of the 
cuftoms of England, the entire coinage of England for a complete cen- 
tury of years, taken from the regifters of the royal mint, viz, from 155S 
to 1659, was as follows. 


Gold coined in Queen Elizabeth’s reign 
In King James I’s reign, about 
In King Charles I’s reign 


Li ,200,000 
800,000 
1,723,000 


Total gold, - L3, 7 23, 000 


Silver in Queen Elizabeth’s reign - L4,632,932 

In King James I’s reign - 1,700,000 

In King Charles I’s reign - - 8,776,544 

By the parliament and Cromwell - 1,000,000 

Total filver, 16,109,476 


\ , . Total gold and filver, - Li 9,832,476 

f Yet,'’ adds the dodor very properly, ‘ all this money was not co- 
‘ exiftingin this year 1659, For ^een Elizabeth not only, called in 
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* and recoined all the debafed filver coin of the three preceding reigns, 

‘ but, by varying the ftandard, there were freih fabrications occafioned^ 

‘ fo that the fame bullion was coined over and over.’ And this able 
author conje< 51 :ures, that in the year 1600 our whole gold and filver 
coin together did not exceed 4. millions ; and that at the time he wrote 
(1711) there might be 12 millions of gold and filver coin in being. 
[New dialogues on the prefent pojiure of affairs, p. 71, ed. lyil, 8w.] 

This very curious account is well worth our obfervation ; and as our 
commerce is allowed by all men to be very confiderably increafed fince 
the year 1711, being the fpace of fifty-one years, I conceive we may 
reafonably conclude, that the prefent gold and filver coin of Great Bri- 
tain adually exifling cannot be lefs than 16 millions : although it be not 
fo eafy to determine the proportion between the quantity of the gold 
and the filver coin. 

Having nothing farther to add of the times preceding the reftoration 
of King Charles II, we muft do the rump parliament and Cromwell the 
juftice to remark, by way of recapitulation, that they certainly made 
fundry very good and fuccefsful regulations and laws for the improve- 
ment and increafe of commerce and fhipping, moft of which were con- 
firmed by the parliament immediately after the reftoration: which plain- 
ly evinced the public fenfe of their utility, viz. 

I) The redudion of the legal intereft of money from 8 to 6 per cent, 
greatly to the advantage of the landed and trading interefts. 

II) The navigation adl, whereby not only the trade to and from our 
American plantations was fecured to ourfelves alone, but likewife our 
mercantile fhipping was confiderably increafed, as was alfo the number 
of our failors, and of all trades depending on fhipping. 

III) Tenures by knights-fervice, wardfhips, and ail other kinds of 
fervile .tenures, were for ever abolifhed in England. 

IV) All kinds of monopolies were likewife quite abolifhed.. 

V) Their granting full liberty of confcience to all peaceable people, 
inviting multitudes of fuch to return with their families and fortunes- 
from New-England, Holland, Germany, &c. whither they had been 
driven by Laud’s unchriftian and mad perfeeution, &c. and hereby not 
only the number of induftrious people was increafed, which is the moft 
folid wealth of any nation, but likewife new manufadlures were intro- 
duced, and the old improved and increafed. 

This meafure was, however, not agreeable to the zealous royalifts, 
and therefor it was not confirmed till the acceliion of William and 
Mary, when the nation’s eyes were fully opened to fee the prejudice and 
folly, as well as wickednefs, of denying that freedom of confcience to 
others which we ourfelves would think we had a right to in like cir- 
cumftances. 

VI) Vaflalage was abolifhed in Scotland, and better order xvas eftaj- 

■ ^ ■ 3 - 
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bliflied in that t:ountry for providing for the poor, punilhing vagrants, 
and fupprelfing robberies, than had before been in ufe. 

But this benefit to Scotland was far firom being confirmed after the 
reftoration, though fo reafonable and beneficial. The firft four, how- 
ever, were wifely confirmed, as what the nation could not have been 
eafy without, having before fo fully experienced their beneficial and 
moft falutary effeds. 

i6do.— On the 3d of May 1660, a final peace was concluded at the 
monaftery of Oliva in Polifli Pruflia, between John Cafimir king of 
Poland, and his confederates the Emperor Leopold, and Frederic Wil- 
liam eledor of Brandenburg, on the one part, and Charles XI, king of 
Sweden, on the other part, Louis XIV, king of France, being guaran- 
tee. What is neceflary for us to obferve, is, the great additional weight 
thrown into the fcale of Sweden, by Poland yielding to her the large, 
fair, and fruitful, province of Livonia, moft of which, however, had 
been long before conquered and pofTefled by Sweden. On the other 
•fide, Sweden yielded to Poland the cities and forts fhe held in Polilh 
Pruflia. The emperor yielded to Holftein all that he held in that duchy, 
and the eledor of Brandenburgh yielded to Sweden all that he had held 
in weftern Pomerania. 

We are now again returned to the legal conftitution of England, of 
king, lords, and commons, by the reftoration of King Charles II on 
the 29th of May, in this year 1660 : and the firft ad of parliament re- 
lating to our fubjed, is that for a fubfidy granted to him of tonnage 
and poundage, and other fums of money payable upon merchandize 
exported and imported : the preamble to which ad runs thus, viz. 

’* The commons afTembled in parliament, repofing truft and confidence 
in your majefty, in and for the guarding and defending of the Teas 
‘ againft all perfons intending, or that fliall intend, the difturbance of 
' your faid commons in the intercourfe of trade, and the invading of 
‘ this your realm, for the better defraying the neceflary expenfes there- 
‘ of, which cannot otherw'ife be effeded without great charge to your 
majefty, do, by and with the advice and confent of the lords *, in 
‘ this your prefent parliament aflembled, and by the authority of the 
‘ fame, to the intent aforefaid, give and grant unto you, our fupreme 
‘ liege lord and fovereign, one fubfidy called tonnage, that is to fay, of 
every ton of wine of the growth of France, that ftiall come into, the 
‘ port of London, by way of merchandize, by your natural born fub- 
‘ jeds, L4 : 10, and by ftrangers and aliens L6, and into the outports 
‘ L3 by natural born fubjeds, and by aliens L4: 10; and for every 
‘ butt or pipe of mufcadels, malmfeys, gites, tents, alicants, baftards, 
facks, canaries, malagas, maderas f, and other wines whatfoever, com- 

* The "blfhops were not yet reinftated. A* 
f Thi3 is the hrft jtime this wine is mentioned hy that name* A» 

X 



A. n. 1660.. 


481 

* jmonly called fweet wines, of tlie growth of the Levant, Spain, and 

* Portugal, or any of them, or of the iflands belonging to them, or elle- 
‘ where, that fhall come into the port of London, brought by Englifli 
‘ fubjedts, L2 : 5, and by aliens L3,‘ and into the outports, by Englifli 
‘ fubjeds Lr :io, and by aliens L2 ; 5 ; alfo for rlienifli wines, by 
‘ natural born fubjeds Li per aum,^ and by aliens Li : 5, as in a book 
‘ of rates herein after referred to r and alfo. one other fubfldy called 

poundage, i. e. of all manner of goods and merchandize exported or 
‘ imported, either by denizens or aliens, lai for every lof, as in the 
‘ book of rates valued, or ad valorem : and for Englilh produd or ma- 
‘ nufadure exported by aliens, i2d more for every 20J over and above 
‘ the firft 20 /; excepting, however, all manner of woollen cloths, com- 
‘ monly called old draperies, and all wines which ihall have paid the 

* above named tonnage, and alfo fifh brought by Engliihmen, and all 
‘ frefh filh and beilial imported, and all other goods mentioned to be 
‘ cuftom free in the faid book of rates *. And we do hereby grant to 
‘ our liege lord and fovereign another fublidy, i. e. on every fhort 
“ woollen cloth exported by Engliihmen, called broad cloths, not ex- 

* ceeding twenty-eight yards in length and fixty-four pounds weight, 
‘ the fum of 3/4, and proportionably if of greater length or weight : 

‘ and of iefler lengths and weight, exported by Engliihmen, alfo 3/^, 

‘ and by aliens ^S. Englilh merchants fliipping goods, &c. in foreign 
‘ Ihips from England lhall pay double duties, as if they vrere foreign- 
‘ ers. But herrings and other lea fifli exported fhall be duty free. And 
‘ it is hereby enafted, that no rates lliall be impofed on Engliihmen 
‘ without the authority of parliament. No king’s colledlors, &c. lhall 
‘ take more fees than were cultomary in the fourth year of the late King 
‘ James.’ 

Other goods, when at certain prices, may be exported, viz. gun- 
powder, when not exceeding L5 the barrel ; wheat L2 per quarter j 
rye, beans, and peas, Li : 4; barley and malt 2of per quarter ; oats 
beef, per barrel, L5 ; pork L6 : 10-; bacon, per lb. ; butter, the 
barrel, L4: io; cheefe, the hundred, Li;io; candles, the dozen 
pounds, Sf- 

‘ Provided always, that hk majefy may, by proclamation, at any 
‘ time when he fliall fee caufe fo to do, and for fuch time as lhall be 

* therein expfelTed, prohibit the tranfportation of gun-^powder or any 
' fort of arras or ammunition. 

‘ And be it farther enabled, that over and above the rates herein be- 

fore mentioned, there lhall be paid to your majefty on every ton of 
^ wine of the growth of France, Germany, Portugal, or Madeira, brought 

^ Meither tea, coffee, nor chocolate, are mentioned in this new book of rates, tlioiigh they all oc- 
em* in an a6i of parliament of this fame year 4 yl* 

Von. n. 
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‘ into the port of London, or elfewhere, L3 within nine months after im- 
‘ porting ; and of every ton of all other wines L4. The importer to 
‘ give fecurity for payment. Yet if any of thofe wines fhall be re-ex- 
‘ ported within 12 months after, then the aforefaid additional duty {hall 
‘ be returned ; and the importer, paying ready money, fhall be allowed 
‘ I o per cent difcount. 

‘ Provided, that the prifage of wines, or prife-wines, {hall pay no ton- 
‘ nage, cuftoms, nor fubfidy, in virtue of this adt, nor of any thing 
‘ therein contained.’ [12 Gar. II, r. 4.] • 

As the laft redudtion of interell from eight to Jix per cent was enadt- 
ed by an ufurped power, the prefent parliament could not eonfiflently 
take diredt notice of it by way of confirmation, though in effedt they 
do it by the preamble to the adt, [c. 13] that none fhall take above L6 
for the loan of an hundred pounds for a year; thus exprefled: ‘ and 
‘ whereas, in frefh memory, the like fall from 8 to 6 in the hundred, 

* by a late conflant pradtice, hath found the like fuccefs to the general 

* contentment of this nation, as is vifible by feveral improvements : 

‘ and whereas neverthelefs it is the endeavour of fome at prefent to 
‘ reduce it back again in pradtice to the allowance of the flatute flill in 

* force,’ (i. e. to 8 per cent) ‘ to the great difcouragement of ingenui- 
‘ ty and induflry in the hufbandry, trade, and commerce of this na- 
‘ tion : be it therefor enadted, that from and after the 29th of Sep^ 

*■ tember 1660, none fhall take above 6 per cent, as above, and that 
*■ all bonds and affurances whatever made after the time aforefaid, for 

* payment of any principal money to be lent or covenanted to be per- 

* formed, upon, or for any ufury, whereon there fhall be referved or 
*■ taken above the rate of L6 in the hundred, fhall be utterly void 

* and the taker of any higher interell or ufury, fhall forfeit for every 

^ fuch offence the treble value of the money fo lent, 8cc.’ [12 Car.. 

II, c. 13.} 

Two things are worth remarking in this adl, viz. firfl, that the word' 
ufury was ftill the legal term for the lawful interell of money ; fecond- 
ly, that it d,oes not take the leail notice of the unlawfulnefs, in point of 
religion or confcience, or the fin of taking ufury or intereft for the loan 
of money, as has been expreffed in the preceding adts for redudlion there- 
of. Upon this redudtion. Sir Jofiah Child remarks, as he alfo did in 
treating on the two former redudlions,, that in about 20 years after the 
like redudtion by the rump parliament in 1651, notwithflanding the 
long civil wars and the great complaints of the deadnefs of trade, there: 
are more men to be found upon the exchange now (1688) * worth: 
Lio,ooq than, were then worth Ltooo and that L500, fixty years be- 

* His Brief ohfernjatlons concerning trade md mterefi of money were firft publifhed in 1688, 410. He : 
made a fliort addition to it in the fame year, and by degrees his judicious writings on commerce haYe. 
fwelled to a fizieable Svo volume*. A’,. 
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fore with a daughter, was efteemed a larger portion than L2000 in his 
time ; that gentlewomen in thofe days efteemed themfelves well cloth- 
ed in a ferge gown, which a chambermaid now would be alhamed 
to be feen in ; that, befide the great increafe of rich clothes, plate, 
jewels, and houfehold furniture, there were 100 coaches now to one 
kept formerly ; all which, and much more, he folely afcribes to the 
abatement of interefl, which he calls the cauja caufans of all the other 
caufes of the riches of the Dutch as well as of ourfelves, increafed to 
fix times what it then was : ‘ hereby alfo,’ fays he, ‘ we are enabled to 
‘ pay a greater tax in one year than our forefathers could in twenty.’ 
‘ I can,’ fays he, ‘ myfelf remember, fince there were not ufed in Lon- 
‘ don fo many wharfs or quays for landing of merchants goods, by at 
‘ leafl one third part, as now there are, and thofe that were then 

* could fcarce have employment for half what they could do. Lands 
‘ in the country now yield twenty years purchafe, which would not 
‘ then have yielded above eight or ten at moil. The fame farms or 
‘ lands to be now fold would yield treble,’ and in fome cafes fix times, 
‘ the money they were fold for fifty years ago. Ireland has alfo been 

* vaftly improved in its lands, fince great part of it has been lately poC- 

* fefied by the induftrious Englifli, who were foldiers in the late army.’ 
In brief, he lays it down as a conflant rule to judge whether any coun- 
try be rich or poor, to know what intereft they pay for money. ‘ Near 
‘ home,’ continues he, ‘ we fee it evidently in Scotland ^ and Ireland 
‘ where, 10 and 1 2 per cent being paid for intereft, the people are poor, 
‘ defpicable, ill clothed, and their houfes worfe provided, money in- 
‘ tolerably lharce, notwithifanding their great plenty of all provifions. 
‘ In France, where money is at 7 per cent, lands yield about eighteen 
‘ years purchafe. In Italy, money will not yield above 3 per cent up- 
‘ on real fecurity, and there the people are rich, full of trade, well at- 
‘ tired, and their lands will fell at 35 to 40 years purchafe : and that it 
‘ is fo, or better with them in Holland, is too manifefi;. In Turkey 20 

< per cent is their intereft, which makes commerce there to be en- 
‘ grofled by a few, as is always the cafe where intereft is very high, and 
‘ was the cafe in England in Elizabeth’s and James Ts time, when in- 
‘ tereft was at 10 per cent. In Spain, the ufual intereft is 10 and 12 per 
‘ cent ; and there, notwithftanding they have the only trade in the 
^ world for gold and filver, money is nowhere more fcarce ; the people 
‘ poor,- defpicable, and void of commerce, other than what the Englilh, 
‘ Dutch, Italians, Jews, and other foreigners bring to them, who are to 

< them, in elFe<ft, as leeches who fuck their blood and vital fpirits from 

< them.’ Our author, however, feems to have been aware of a very 


* He muft be miftaken with lefped 
to 8 per cent in the year 1633. 


to Scotland, where intereft was reduced by ad of parliament 
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flrong objeclion againft a precipitate redudion of the legal intereft of 
money in a nation, without duely attending to what may very properly 
be termed the natural intereft of money in fuch a nation, i. e. at what 
intereft money may generally be borrowed on good fecurity, lb that 
fuch propofed legal redudion of intei'efi; fhould not be very different 
from the natural intereft of money at the time : wherefor he obferves, 

‘ that the matter in England was, at that time, prepared for an abate- 
‘ ment of intereft ; for, fays he, the Eaft-India company do now bor- 
‘ row what they want at 4 per cent.’ 

Yet notwithftanding all that this able and experienced gentleman has 
faid'upon this favourite fubjed of his, it feems to us, that he has not 
fufficiently confidered another point, viz. that low intereft for money" 
in any country, is at leaft as much the effed, as the caufe, of wealth and 
commerce. An increafe of commerce brings an increafe of wealth, 
which is ever attended with an increafe of money, and fuch increafe of 
money ■will naturally and neceffarily produce a low rate of intereft, as 
plenty of any thing whatever neceflarily caufes its cheapnefs. A wife 
nation may indeed facilitate the redudion of their legal intereft, by 
good and prudent preparatory regulations, and thereby contribute to 
the increafe of commerce and to the encouragement of agriculture ; 
bur fuch redudion of the legal intereft is to be done with great circum- 
fpedion, and ever with a due regard to the current natural intereft of 
money at any fuch propofed time. 

In this fame feffion of parliament the firft legal ad was palled for the 
general encouragement and increafe of ftripping and navigation. ‘ Where- 
^ in,’ fays its preamble, ‘ under the good providence and protedion of 
‘ God, the wealth, fafety, and ftrength of this kingdom are fo much 
‘ concerned.’ 

The principal enading claufes are, 

I) ‘ No goods or commodities whatfoever fhall be imported into, or 
exported from, any of the king’s lands, iflands, plantations, or territories, 

‘ in Afia, Africa, or America, in any other than Eirglifh, Irifti, or plan- 

ration built Ihips, and~ whereof the mafter and at leaft three-fourths 
‘ of the mariners fhall be Englilhmen, under forfeiture of ftiip and 
‘ goods.’ 

II) ‘ None but natural-born fubjeds, or naturalized, fhall henceforth 
" exercife the occupation of a merchant or fador in thofe places, under 
* forfeiture of goods and chattels *.’ 

III) ‘ No goods of the growth, produd, qr manufadure, of Afia, 

‘ Africa, or America, fhall be imported into England, but in fuch fhips 
' as do truely belong to Engiifh people, either here or in the king’s lands. 

* This is an improvement upon the aft of navigation of 1 65 1. It was common to have Dut A 
iqerchanta ading as fa^lors and agf nts in Eiigliilx coloaks* 
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* or plantations in tliofe parts, and navigated as in ttie firfl claufe 
‘ above 

IV) ‘ No goods or commodities of foreign growth, production, or 
‘ manufacture, which fliall be brought into England, Ireland, Jerfey, or 
‘ Guernfey, &c. other than in fhips built and navigated as aforefaid, 

* fliall be Ihipped from any other place but the place of their growth, 

‘ production, or manufacture, or from thofe ports where they can only 
‘ be, or ufually have been, brought, under forfeiture of fhip and 
‘ goods f,’ 

V) ‘ Such falted fifh, train-oil, and whale-fins, (as have been ufually 
‘ caught, &c. by the Engliih or Irifli) not caught, cured, &c. by Eng- 
‘ lifti or Irilh, nor imported in vefiels truely Englilh, and navigate as 
‘ above fliall pay double aliens cuftoms.’ 

VI) ‘ No goods or provifions fliall be carried coaft-wife, from one Eng- 

* lifli port to another, in vefiels whereof any ftranger, not naturalized, is 

* owner, in whole or in part, and which fhall not be navigated as be- 
‘ fore.’ 

Vil) ‘ No goods of the growth, &c. of Rufiia, asalfo no malls, timber, 

‘ or boards, foreign fait, pitch, tar, rofin , hemp, flax, raifins, figs, prunes,. 
‘ olive-oil, corn, iugar, pot-afli, wines, vinegar, and fpirits, fliall be im- 
‘ ported in any fliips but fuch whereof the true owners are Englifh, and 
‘ navigated as aforefaid : nor any currants, or other goods, of the 
‘ Turks dominions, but in Englifli-built fliips, and navigated as afore- 
‘ faid ; excepting only fuch foreign fliips as are of the built of that coun- 
‘ try of which the faid goods are the growth, &c. or of fuch port where 
‘ the foi'efaid goods can only be, or moft ufually are, firfl fliipped for 
‘ tranfportation ; and whereof the mafier and three fourths of the mari- 
‘ ners at leaft are of the faid country or place.’ 

VJil) ‘ To prevent the colouring or concealing of aliens goods, all 
‘ the foreign goods before-named, which fliall be henceforth ini- 
‘ ported into England in fliips not belonging to England, and not navi- 
‘ gated as aforefaid, fliall be deemed aliens goods, and fliall pay all llran- 

* gers cuftoms and port-dues.’ 

IX) ‘ Fo prevent the like frauds in colouring the buying of foreign- 

* fliips, na foreign-built fnip ihall enjoy the privileges of one belonging 
‘ to England, till firft the owners make it appear that they are not aliens: 
‘ and they fhall fwear that they gave a valuable confideration (to be 

* then fpecified) for fuch fhip, and that no foreigner has any fhare 

^ This claufe fecured the Eaft-India, Guinea, were oblfeed to compound for their delinquency :: 
and Levant companies, and aifo the American co- as were alio two other fhips from the fame port 
lonies, from foreign fhips. ji. next year for timber brought into Leith. So ne- 

•f" So lately as about the year 175.5,, twelve celfary is it for merchants to be acquainted with, 
fhips from Appenrade in Denmark were guilty of the mercantile laws of the countries they propofe- 
a breach of this claufe, by bringing timber to to trade to. 

Xiiverpool, not of the growth of DenmarJk, and 
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‘ therein. Of all which a certificate fhall be produced, and a reg^ifier 
‘kept*’ 

X) ‘ This adt fhall not extend to merchandize from any place within 
‘ the flraits of Gibraltar, if they be brought from the ufual ports there, 

‘ though not from the place of their growth, production, or manufac*- 
‘ faCiure, fo as the fhip and crew be qualified as above. The like as to 
‘ all Eafl-India commodities brought from any place eaft of the Cape of 
‘ Good Hope. Moreover, Englifh fhips, navigated as above, may im- 
‘ port from Spain, Portugal, the Canaries, Azores, and Madeira, all 
‘ forts of goods of the plantations of Spain or Portugal.’ 

XI) ‘ Bullion, prize-goods, corn, and fait, and fifh from Scotland, in 
‘ Scotch-built fliips, and three fourths of the mariners the king’s fub- 
‘ jeCls, are excepted out of this aCt ; and feal oil from Ruffia, in Eng 

‘ lifh fhips, with three fourths Englifh mariners.’ 

XII) ‘ French fhips in our ports fhall pay .^per ton, fo long as Eng- 

lifh fhips in. French ports pay 50 fols per ton f.’ 

XIII) ‘ No fugar, tobacco, cotton-wool, indigo, ginger, fuRic, or 
‘ other dying woods of the growth or manufacture of our Afian, Afri- 

* can, or American, colonies, fhall be fhipped from the faid colonies to 
' any place but to England, Ireland^;, or to fomeother of his majefly’s faid 
‘ plantations, there to be landed; under forfeiture as before. And to 

* make effectual this lafl claufe, (for the foie benefit of our own naviga- 
‘ tion and people) the owners of the fhips fhall give bonds, at their fet- 
‘ ting out, for the due performance thereof.’ [i 2 Car. II, c. 18.] 

Thefe were called enumerated commodities ; and by the aCts of the 
15th, 22d, and 23d of this reign (the firft for the encouragement of 
trade, and -the others for preventing the planting of tobacco in England, 
and for regulating the plantation-trade) the enumerated commodities in 
the fir ft aft were exprefsly prohibited to be carried to Ireland till 
firft landed in England. By the 3d and 4th of Queen Anne, rice 
and melafles are ' made enumerated commodities ; but by the- 3d 
of King George II, rfce is again rendered unenumerated. By the 8th 
of King George I, for encouraging the filk manufafture, beaver, 
and other peltry of America, are made enumerated. And by the 2d of 
King George II, pitch, tar, turpentine, mafts, yards, and bowfprits, from 
our plantations are alfo made enumerated commodities ; and all other 
plantation goods are called unenumerated. And by the 8 th of George 
I, c. 1 8, ^copper ore of the plantations was made an enumerated commo- 
dity ; i. e. fuch a one as muft be firft landed in England before it can be 

^ Ever fmce tins palTed, there is an of- council of trade affirm in their report in 1701) 
ficer eilabliflied at the cuftom-houfe, -called lince that duty, which before produced from $ to 
'meyor of ihe ad: of navigation, who keeps a reffifter 700,000 livres, now ( 1701 ) produces but 100,000. 
ofallBritiffi-builtveifels. \ 

_ f The Dutch were exempted from this iixipofi- :j: Ireland is left out in all fubfequent adls, and 
'tion of 50 fols per tun by the treaty of Eyfwick, exprefsly excepted in that of 22, 23 //, r. 26. 

much to the damage of France, (as the French A. 
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landed in foreign parts. Thefe enumerated commodities will probably 
be hereafter found neceflary to be altered with the unforefeen changes 
neceflarily happening in our American and European commerce. 

This is the fubftance of this very long adt, here fo neceflary to be in- 
ferted, as being perhaps the mofl; important ftatute in behalf of com- 
merce, that ever was enaded in this, or poflibly in any other, nation : 
infomuch that Sir JoCah Child, in his Difcourfe on trade, thinks it de- 
ferves to be called our Cbarta maritima. There wanted not, however, 
authors who at firfl: (as in a former one, enaded by the rump) found fault 
with it, affirming that it would be deftrudive to our commerce, &c. In 
Roger Coke’s Difcourfe of trade, publifhed even fo late as 1 670, he affirms, 

‘ that in two years after the navigation-ad of the rump parliament, in 
' 1651, the building of Ihips in England became one third dearer than 
‘ before, (at which none but fuch a head as his would have wondered) 

‘ and that feamen’s wages became fo exceflive dear, that we have wholely 
‘ loft the Mufcovy and Greenland trades, •whereby we gave the Dutch 
^ and other nations the power of driving the trade of the world.’ Yet, 
quite on the contrary, we, by this navigation-ad, have gradually obtain- 
ed a vaft increafe of fhipping and mariners : for by patience and fteadi- 
nefs we have, in length of time, obtained the two great ends of this 
ever-famous ad, viz. 

The bringing our own people to build fliips for carrying on fuch an 
extenfive commerce as they had not before. Sir Joflah Child was of 
opinion, ‘ that without this ad we had not now (in 1 6d8) been owners- 
‘ of one half of the fhipping or trade, nor fhould have employed one 
‘ half of the feamen we do at prefent.’ So vaft an alteration had this 
ad brought about in a few years ; infomuch that we are at length be- 
come, in a great meafure, what the Dutch once were, i. e. the great car- 
riers of Europe, more efpecially within the Mediterranean fea. 

By this ad we have abfolutely excluded all other nations from any 
dired trade or correfpondenee with our American plantations j and 
were it not for this ad (fays that able author) we fliould fee 40 Dutch 
fhips at our own plantations for one of England. That, before the pafP 
ing of this ad, and whilft our American colonies were but in childhood, 
the fhips of other European nations, more efpecially of the Dutch, reforted: 
to our plantations both to lade and unlade ; and their merchants and fac- 
tors neftled themfelves amongft our people there, which utterly fruftrat- 
ed the original intent of planting thofe colonies, viz. to- be a benefit to- 
their mother-country, to which they owed their being and protedion. It 
could not therefor be thought ftrange that, when our planters were become 
able to ftand on their own legs, and to fupply con fiderable quantities of 
materials for exportation, (as was now the cafe of Virginia for tobacco ^ 
and of Barbados for fugar, ginger, cotton, See.) our legiflature thought 
k high time to fecure to ourfelves alone thofe increafing benefits which 
had been produced at our- foie charge and trouble. And in this refpedt. 
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Spain had long before fet us a juft and laudable example, fince followed 
by the other principal European nations who have planted in America. 

We may here alfo note, that, till this a(ft took place, the Dutch in a man- 
ner engrofled the whole trade to Sweden ; whereas hereby our Engiilh 
ihips have fince got a fhare of the trade thither. 

Such immenfe benefits obtained by this a^l may well be our j uftifi- 
-cation for enlarging fo much on it : fince the hiftory of our commerce 
muft have been left very imperfe<ft, without duely illuftrating what 
has. been one great means of increafing our commerce and naval 
power. De Witt in his Intereft of Holland, \_part i, c. 22] treating of 
the expediency of Holland’s eafing their own, and charging foreign, ma- 
nufadlures with duties, obferves, ‘ that in this fame year, 1660, the 
Englifh fettled their rates of cuftoms and convoy-money fo well, to fa- 
‘ vour their own people as much as poftible, and to burden all foreign 
^ mafters of fliips and merchants, (he meant by thisnavigation-a<ft) that 
’ it is to be feared the Englifh merchants may in time bereave the 
‘ Dutch of much of their trade than which, there cannot be a ftronger 
approbation or commendation of our navigation laws. 

We have feen, under the years 1645 and 1656, that wards, liveries, 
and tenures in capite and by night’s fervice, were abolifhed by the long 
parliament, and alfo by the rump. And the people of England having 
enjoyed the benefits thereof for fifteen years, it could not but be very 
acceptable to them to have it confirmed after the reftoration. The 
preamble to the afts fhews, what opinion this parliament had of thofe 
old flavifh dependencies of the people on the crown and on the great 
lords, viz. 

‘ Whereas it hath been found, by former experience, that the court of 
* wards and liveries, and of tenures by knight’s^ fervice, either of the 
‘ king or others, or by knights-fervice in capite, or foccage in capite of 
‘ the king; and the confequents upon the fame have been much more 
^ burdenfome, grievous, and prejudicial, to the kingdom than they have 
‘ been beneficial to the king. And whereas, fince the intermifiion of 
‘ the laid court, anno 1645, many perfons have, by will and otherwife, 

‘ made difpofal of their lands held by knight’s-fervice, whereupon di- 
‘ verfe queftions might poflibly arife, unlefs fome feafonable remedy be 
‘ taken to prevent the fame : be it therefor enafted, that the court of 
wards and liveries, and all wardfhips and liveries, premier-feizens, 

‘ and alfo voyages-royal, and oufter-le-mains, values and forfeitures of 
‘ marriages, by reafon of any tenure of the king’s majefty, or of any 
‘ other knight’s fervice, fines for alienations, feizures, and pardons 
for alienations, efcuagc, tenures by homage ; and alfo aide pur 
‘ filemarier, and purfaire fitz chevalier, be taken away and dif- 
‘ charged. And that all tenures before mentioned be utterly abo- 
lifhed, and all tenures of any honours, manors, lands, or any eftate 
of inheritance at the common law, held either of the kizig or 
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■* of any otlier perfon, be hereby turned into free and common foccage, 
■* from that time for ever.’ By this adt alfo, purveyance of provifions, 
&c. for the king’s houfehold was taken away, fo as ‘ no money or other 
^ things fhall be taken, impofed, or levied, for any provifion, car- 
‘ riages, or purveyance for the crown. Nor fhall the fubjecl’s timber, 

' fuel, corn, cattle, hay, ftraw, vidtual, carts, carriage-horfes, &c. be 
‘ taken away without their free and full confent': neither fhall the 
‘ crown hereafter have any pre-emption, in market, or out of market ; 

‘ but the fubjeds fhall freely buy and fell how, and to whom, they 

* pleafe, under proper penalties aiid forfeitures.’ This famous law, 
which took away all fervile tenures and dependencies on the king and 
great lords, and abfolutely prevented the arbitrary treatment of the 
people by the king’s officers, under pretence of purveying or providing 
for his table, journies, &c. was looked on as a fecond magna charta for 
the people of England. It was therefor judged but reafonable that the 
crown, which had hereby loft many emoluments and much power and 
influence, fhould be recompenfed fome other way : by this fame ad 
therefor the duties of excife on malt-liquors, cyder, perry, mead, fpirits, 
or ftrong waters, coffee, tea*, fherbet, and chocolate, were fettled on the 
king during his life, by way of additional revenue to the tonnage and 
poundage ad already recited. [12 Ca?-. II, c. 24.] . 

The parliament again prohibited the exportation of live fheep, wool, 
woollen yarn, and fullers’ earth, of the produce of England and Ireland, 
upon the forfeiture thereof, and of the fhips carrying them, and alfo a 
penalty of 2 of for every fheep, and 3/ for every pound of wool, and 
three months imprifonment for the mafler of fuch Ihip. A claufe was, 
however, added in behalf of the ifles of Jerfey and Guernfey, Alderney, 
and Sark, allowing them annually to export thither 3300 tods of *un- 
kemed wool, each tod not exceeding 32 pounds. [12 Car. 11 , c. 32.] 
This licence, it is faid, gave birth to the great ftocking-trade of thofe 
ifles, and thereby funk the flocking manufacture of Somerfetfhire, and 
fome other parts of England. This was the firfl legal act for the ex- 
prefs and general prohibition of the exportation of wool by Englifh 
fubjects. Sundry additions and penalties have fince been enacted for 
corroboration thereof ; yet fuch is the force of the temptation to gain, 
that to this day the complaints of exportation to France and Holland 
are as loud as ever : and though numberlefs fchemes and propofals for 
new laws and penalties have fo often been offered to the public, yet 
none of them have been hitherto judged pradlicable in every refpedt. 

In this memorable year the parliament pafTed an ad againfl planting 

* According to an author quoted by Dr. John- ‘ tinned the fame till lyoyd [^yohnfon^s JVorhy 
fouj ‘ Tea was iiril imported from Holland by the 261, The ad of parliament fliew* 

^ earls of Arlington and OITory in 1666. From that this author was .mifefcn ; but it may be pre- 

their ladies the women of quality learned its ufe, fumed, that the ufe of tea was very rare at tliis 

* Its price was then three pound a pound, and con- time. 
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tobacco in England or Ireland ; which, firfl takes notice ' of the great 

* concern and importance of the colonies and plantations of England, in 
‘ America : and that all due and poffible encouragement Ihould be given 
‘ to them ; not only as great dominions have been added thereby to the 
‘ imperial crown of England ; but alfo, that the ftrength and welfare 
‘ of the kingdom very much depend on them, in regard to the employ- 
‘ ment of a very confiderable part of its Ihipping and feamen, and of 

* the vent of very great quantities of its native commodities and manu- 

* fadures ; as alfo of their fupplying us with feveral commodities for- 
‘ mMy furnilhed us by foreigners. And forafmuch as tobacco is one 
‘ of the main produfls of feveral of thofe plantations, it is hereby pro- 
‘ hibited to be planted in England or Ireland 5 as depriving the king of 
f a confiderable part of his revenue by cuftoms: befides that, tobacco 

* of our own growth is, by experience, found not to be fo wholefome 

* as our plantation tobacco.’ [i 2 Car. II, c. 34..] 

The earl of Clarendon (lord chancellor) in his own defence, upon his 
impeachment in parliament, obferved, that foon after King Charles’s 
redo ration, he ufed all the endeavours he could to bring his majefty to 
have a great efleem for his plantations, and to encourage the improve- 
ment of them : and that he was confirmed in his opinion and defire by 
the entries at the cu|lom-houfe, by which he found what a great reve- 
nue accrued to the king from thofe plantations : infomuch, that the re- 
ceipts from thence had repaired the decreafe of the cuftoms, which the 
late troubles had brought upon other parts of trade. 

As the ingenious author of the Prefent date of England, [Farf Hi, 
a'59, 1683] obferves, that afparagus, artichocks, oranges, and lemons, 

were then but of a late date in England*; we imagine they may 
have been fird produced with us,, about the time of the redoration ; and 
probably cauliflower was rather fomewhat, though very little, later than 
this time ; as were alfo fundry kinds of beans, peas, and falads, nowin., 
common ufe.. 

In the fame year, the rates of the- pod-ofSce, for England and Ire- ' 
land, were edablifhed by a£t of parliament, letters of one fheet, to any. 
place not exceeding 8q. miles, to be charged 2dj' above the didance of 
Bo miles, 3^/; from London to Berwick, 3^; from Berwick to 40 miles 
didance, 2d j: from Berwick farther than 40 miles,: 4!.. From any part 
of England to Dublin, one fheet, 6d ; froxn Dublin to any part of Ire- 
land, 40 miles didance, 2.dy and double for a greater didance.. Letters 
©f two Iheets to pay double, and larger packets in the proportion of. 
quadruple podage per ounce.. The foreign letters we omit, for brevity’s 
fake, as they are in every counting houfe.. [12 Car. II, c. 35.] This 
revenue was found to bring in L21 ,500 when it and the wine licences , 
were fettled in the year 1663 on the duke of York. All the foregoing 

* Have, oranges and lemons e.ver been, cultivated in England hift; as matters of curiolity ? 
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ads being made without the bifhops, and the parliament being diflblved 
the 20th of December 1660, the next parhament thought fit to re-enad 
them all; [13 Chr. //, r. 14.] 

By a refoiution of a committee of the Britifh houfe of commons, on 
the 28th of March 1735, it appears that the privilege enjoyed by mem- 
bers of parliament of franking their letters, was co-eval with this eflablifh- 
ment, viz. ‘ it is the opinion of this committee, that the privilege of 
‘ franking letters by the knights, citizens, and burgeffes, chofen to re- 

* prefent the commons in parliament, began with the eroding a pofl- 
‘ office within this kingdom, by ad of parliament. And that all letters, 

* not exceeding two ounces, figned by, or direded to, any member of 
‘ this houfe, during the fitting of every feffion of parliament, and forty 

* days before, and forty days, after every fummons or prorogation, 

‘ ought to be carried and delivered freely, and from all parts of Great 
‘ Britain and Ireland, without any charge of poflage.’ 

Soon after the reftoration of Charles II the French began to invade 
the ifland of Newfoundland, till then folely pofTefTed by England. They 
firfl fettled on the fouthern coafl of it, by the help of their colony in. 
Canada, and ftrongly fortified themfelves at Placentia, where they con- 
tinued to encroach on the Englifh in the wars of King William and 
Queen Anne. 

It is certain that there is a vafl profit accruing to the public from the 
Newfoundland fifliery. It breeds great numbers of excellent feamen. 
It keeps up a great number of ffiipping. It employs many various 
trades. It perhaps gains us almoft L4oo,ooo per annum increafe to the 
national flock of treafure, from Portugal, Spain, and Italy, to which 
countries moft of the fiffi is carried ; what is fhipped for Britain and 
Ireland being but inconfiderable, when compared with what is fent to 
thofe countries ; and fome alfo is fent to the fugar iflands. Computa- 
tions have been made, that a fhip of 100 tons ufually carries to market 
as much fifh as yields L3000, of which L2000 is faid to be clear gain ; 
which fhews, that the fifliery is of all trades the moft profitable. There 
were ufually two different ways of conducting that trade. Some victual 
and man their fhips from Poole, Dartmouth, Biddeford, and other weft- 
ern ports, and refort early to the banks of Newfoundland, to fifh on 
their own proper account. Others fail direCtly to the land, and pur- 
chafe their cargoes of thofe fifhers, or elfe of the inhabitants from off 
their ftages. The banks are vaft fhoals, or fubmarine ' mountains, to 
wffiich the cod refort in infinite numbers. Train-oil is drawn from 
their livers in confiderable quantities. On thofe banks, and on the coafts 
of Newfoundland, there have been feen 600 or 700 veffels of different 
nations fifhing at the fame time. 

This year Sir Thomas Modyford, an eminent planter in the ifland of 
Barbados, after acquiring a vaft fortune there, removed to Jamaica, 
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where he mflruded the planters in the cultivation of the fugar-cane ; 
for which, and his other great improvements, he was afterwards ap- 
pointed governor of Jamaica, and fo continued from 1663 to 1669. 

About this time, the Dutch attempted the conquefl of Goa, the chief 
fettlement of the Portuguefe in Eaft India ; but it being then probably 
in a better condition than fince, they were not able to take it, although 
they blocked up the bar of that city for twelve years together. Goa 
was ftill a magnificent city, full of churches and monafteries fbme ac* 
counts fay, to the number of eighty; and that its diftridi:^ extended for- 
ty miles along the coaft, and fifteen miles within land. That there were 
then about 30,00a perfons in its diftridl, who lived by the church; be- 
ing equal in number to the laity there, (a moft wife nation furely !) 
befides 50,000 native Indians. Yet it is no wonder that mofl: of the 
laity are defcribed to be poor, fince the clergy fwallow up the bulk of 
its riches. Goa is, in our time, much decayed, occafioned chiefly in- 
deed by the Portuguefe having loft moft of their fettlements and fadlo- 
ries in India. Yet it was defcribed fome years ago as having 140,000 
people of all forts under the Portuguefe dominion, in the ifles of Goa; 
South Salfet and Bardes, whither three or four large veflels vv'e.nt yearly 
from Portugal, now probably not fo.many. 

We may here obferve, that the parliament this year pafled an adl in 
favour of the Dutch or Flemings at Colchefter , who in Queen Elizabeth’s- 
time brought the manufa<fture of bayes into England. Hereby the 
governor of the Dutch bay -hall in that town, and the Dutch people be- 
longing to that community, were confirmed in aft the privileges and 
immunities which they had at any preceding time enjoyed. And all 
bayes made in that town were diredled' to be carried to their row-hall, 
to be fearched and ftamped, before they be fold, [i 2 Car. II, c. 32.] 

The coins of King Charles II confifted of the fame pieces with thofe 
coined in the fecond year of his father, and were all hammered, till the 
year 1663, when milled money was coined. 

In this remarkable year was the royal foeiety of London formed and 
incorporated by King Charles II ; of which the author of this work 
does not prefume to give the complete and perfecft character and eulo- 
gium. It is fufficient for his purpofe only to remark, that its improve- 
ments in aftronomy and geography are alone fufficient te exalt its repu- 
tation, and to demonftrate its great utility even, to the mercantile world, 
without infifting on its many and great improvements in other arts and 
fciences, fome of which have alfo a relation to commerce, navigation, 
.manufadures, mines, agriculture, &c. Voltaire, in his Age of Louis 
XIV, obferves, ‘ that to this illuftrious foeiety the world is indebted 
‘ for the late difeoveries relating to light, the principle of gravitation, 

‘ the motion of the fixed ftars, the geometry of tranfeendant qualities, 

‘ and an hundred other difeoveries, which, in this refped, might juftly 
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* denominate the age vre fpeak of, to be the age of the Englifh, as well 

* as the age of Louis the XIV.’ - * 

In 1666 the great Colbert, emulous of this glory of England, advifed 

King Louis XIV, at the requeft alfo of feveral men of learning, to 
eftablifli the French academy of fciences, which, in 1669, became an 
incorporated body like ours of London, as fundry others have fince been 
in other countries of Europe. 

So greatly was the commerce, and confequently the wealth, of Eng- 
land increafed by this time, that feveral political writers, and particu- 
larly the anonymous author of the Happy future flate of England, 
thought by fome to be the earl of Anglefey, are of opinion, that the 
revenue of England at the reftoration was quintuple of what it was at 
the reformation from popery, in the reign of King Henry VIII. This, 
we apprehend, may be probable enough, yet no author, that we know 
of, has clearly made it out to be precifely fuch a proportion of increafe, 
and therefor we fhall leave it as we found it, rather than miflead our 
readers by pofitive aflertions, void of abfolute proof, which is not eafy 
to come at. 

While the Eafl-India trade from England remained, in.a manner, free 
and open,- viz. from 1653 to 1657, an incident in India had almoft made 
an open breach between our two houfes of parliament, after the reftora- 
tion, and made a great buftle for fome years. 

In the year 1657 Thomas Skinner, a merchant, had fitted out a fhip 
for India, where he arrived the next year.. At the fame time the Eaft- 
India company had a new charter from Cromwell, and their agents feiz- 
ed his fhip and merchandize, together with his houfe and ifland of Ba- 
rella, which he had bought of the king of Jamby. They even denied 
him a paflage home ; and. he was obliged to travel oyer-land to Europe. 
For feveral years after the reftoration Skinner made lamentable com- 
plaints to the king, who at length recommended his cafe to a committee 
of the council, and next to the houfe of peers, from whom alfo Skinner 
petitioned for redrefs. The peers direded the Eaft-India company to 
anfwer. vvho pleaded their exclufive privileges and trade in andto India, 
and alfo demurred to the lords jurifdidion, as not coming to them re- 
gularly, by appeal from an inferior court. The lords overruled this 
plea, and in 1666 appointed Skinner’s cafe to be pleaded at their bar, 
yet the company found means to get it poftponed to the year 1667, 
when they again demurred as before, and at the fame tirfie petitioned 
the houfe of commons againft the proceedings of the houfe of lords, 
which they alleged to be contrary to law. The lords hereupon were 
greatly inflamed, and finally gave Skinner L5000 damages, to be paid 
by the Eaft-India company. This inflamed the houfe of commons, who 
not only pafled fome very warm votes againft the houfe of lords, but fent 
Skinner prifoner ta-the tower. The lords were thereby farther inflam- 
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ed, and voted the company’s petition to the houfe of commons to be 
Mfe and fcandalous. The commons thereupon refoived, that whoever 
fhould execute the fentence of the lords in favour of Skinner fhould be 
deemed a betrayer of the rights and liberties of the commons of Eng- 
land, and an infringer of the privileges of their houfe. Thofe violent 
heats obliged the king to adjourn the parliament feven times, and the 
quarrel reviving in the fedion of 1670, the king called both houfes o 
Whitehall, and prevailed on them to erafe all the votes, &c. of both 
houfes on this fubje<S- Thus it ended, after many elaborate difquilitions 
•on the jurifdidtion of either houfe of parliament; nor does it clearly ap- 
pear, that Skinner ever had any redrefs at all. 

1661 — In the year 1 661 the king granted a new, or fupplemental, char- 
"ter to the Englifh Levant, or Turkey, company, which, after ratifying and 
confirming that company’s firfl charter, granted in 1605, directed, that 
no perfon refiding within 20 miles of London, excepting noblemen and 
gentlemen of quality, fhould be admitted into the freedom of the com- 
pany, unlefs firfl made free of the city of London, So all perfons, who 
from thenceforth defired to trade to Turkey, and were not free of the 
city of London, were put to a confiderable additional expenfe in taking 
•up the freedom, which has been fince frequently found fault with. 

The Englifh Eafl-India company, notwithftanding the diforders in it 
of late years, being fuppofed ftill to exifl, as eflablifhed by Queen Eliza- 
beth, King James, and King Charles I, obtained of King Charles 11 a 
new exclufive charter, dated the 3d of April i 65 i , by the old name of 
the governor and company of merchants of London trading to the 
Eafl-Indies. It was to confift of a governor, a deputy governor, and 
twenty-four committees, (fince called diredors) to be annually eledled ; 
the limits of their trade the fame as in the former charters. They , their 
fons at twenty-one years of age, their apprentices, factors, and fervants, 
employed in this trade, might freely trade to India, in fuch manner on- 
ly as a general court fhould diredl. The company to have perpetual 
fucceffion, to make bye-laws, and impofe penalties not repugnant to the 
laws of England ; might export only L50,ooo in foreign filver annually. 
And in time of reflraint to be allowed fix good fhips, and fix good pin- 
naces, with 500 mariners, to fail yearly to India, unlefs the king fhould 
judge proper to flop them from going, in order to reinforce his royal 
navy for defence of the realm, on urgent occafions. None other fhould 
trade to India without their licence, on pain of forfeiting fhips and 
goods, one half to the crown, one half , to the company. They might 
admit into their freedom all fuch apprentices, fadors, and fervants of 
any freeman of the company, and all fuch others as a majority of their 
general courts fiiould chufe. The company mufl import, within fix 
months after every voyage, at lead; as much filver as they carried out. 
All their gold and filver exported mufl be fhipped at London, Dart- 
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mouth, 01* Plymouth Adventurers to have votes in proportion to their 
flock paid in on the refpedlive voyages L500 flock to have one vote ; 
and any fuch freemen as have paid in lefs than L500 might join toge- 
ther, and make up L500, or one vote, jointly. The company to have 
and enjoy all plantations, forts, fadlories, &c. in Eaft India ; may eredl 
new fortifications there, or at St. Helena, immediately under their com- 
mand j to have time for the payment of the king’s cuftoras, half in fix 
months, and the other half fix months after. And if any goods, which 
fhall have paid cuftom, are lofl, the cuflom to be returned to the lofers ; 
may appoint governors, judges, &c. thereof, and may judge all perfons 
living under them, both in civil and criminal caufes ; may make war 
and peace with any prince or people that are not chriflians, (within 
their limits) as fir all be mofl for the benefit of their trade, and may re- 
compenfe themfelves on the goods, eflates, or people there, who (hall 
injure them ; may build, plant, and fortify at St. Helena, and elfewhere 
within their limits ; may tranfport fuch numbers of men as they lhall 
think fit, being willing thereunto, and govern them there, in fuch legal 
manner as the company fliall think fit, and may inflidl punifhment, fines, 
8cc. for mifdemeanours ; may feize the perfons of all Englifh fubjedls, 
failing in any Indian or Englifli veflel, or inhabiting there without the 
company’s leave firfl; obtained, and may fend them to England. Per- 
fons in the company’s fervice, appealing from the fentence of the go- 
vernors, &c. in India, to be fent home to receive fentence of the com- 
pany, agreeable to the laws of the land. Governors, &c. in India, may 
examine, upon oath, all fadlors, mailers, purfers, &c. for difcovery of 
injuries. 

Firft provifo, that this company may not trade to any place within 
their limits, already polTelled by any cbriflian prince or Hate in amity 
with his majefty, ■without the confent of fuch prince or Hate. 

Second provifo, that in cafe the continuance of this charter, or of 
any part thereof, lhall hereafter appear to the king or his fuccefibrs not 
to be profitable to the crown or kingdom, then, after three years warn- 
ing given to this company by the crown, this prefent charter lhall be 
void to all intents and purpofes. The reft is only a repetition of the 
claufes in Queen Elizabeth’s charter of the year 1600, to which there- 
for, for brevity’s fake, we refer. - 

Thus the very fame perfons and capital flock, re-incorporated by 
Cromwell in the year 1657, were now again eftabliflied and confirmed 
by this charter ; in which, however, there were fome powers relating to 
punilhments of delinquents, &c. that were afterwards deemed illegal and 
arbitrary. 

By this charter it appears that this company had not (in the manner 
of our modern Eaft-India company) one foie transferable joint-ftock, 
but that every one, who was free of this company, paid in a certain fu^n 
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of money to the company, on fitting out their voyages, for which he 
had credit in the company’s books, and had his proportionable dividend on 
•the profits of fuch refpedtive voyage ; the whole invefiments being made 
by the company in their corporate capacity. And they were not here- 
by made an irrevocable corporation, but might be diflblved on three 
years notice. 

The Portuguefe having recovered the rich and extenfive province of 
Brafil from the Dutch, and the Dutch, on the other hand, having ex- 
pelled the Portuguefe from their forts and fettlements at Coulan, Cana- 
nor, Cochin, Cranganor, and Calicut, on the coaft of Malabar, in Eaflr 
India, they now terminated the war by a treaty, whereby each power 
retained the dominions and fettlements then adually in their pofleffioii. 

About this time many proteftant diflenters in England and Scotland, 
■to avoid perfecutions and reftraints in matters of confcience, removed 
to New England. 

By an ad of parliament [13, Car. II, c, 2] for repairing the high- 
ways and fewers, and paving and keeping clean the flreets in and about 
London and Weftminfter, and for reforming annoyances and diforders 
there, regulating and licencing of hackney coaches, and enlarging fe- 
veral ftrait and inconvenient ftreets and pafiages, it appears that many 
new ftreets were then fcarcely finifhed in and about S.t. James’s parifti. 

. The.ftreet.or way from the end of Petty-france to St. James’s-houfe 
.a ftreet from St. James’s-houfe up to the high-way f ; a ftreet in St. 
James’s-fields, commonly called the Pall-malh and aJfo a ftreet extend- 
ing from the Meufe to Piccadilly j;, and from thence towards the ftone- 
bridge, to the furthermoft building near the Bull, at the corner of Air- 
:ftreet, were hereby direded to -be payed, at the rate of 1^4 for every 
fquare yard, out from the houfes or garden-walls to the middle of the 
way, at the expenfe of the proprietors of the houfes, &c. The other 
ways wereto be kept in repair out of the money arifing from 4C0 hack- 
ney coaches hereby direded to be licenced, at L5 to be paid annually 
for every coach. The rates of the coaches by the day, by the hour, 
and by the ground, hereby eftahlifhed exadly the fame as at this day. 
•Candles, or -lights in lanthorns, were tp be hung out by every houfehold- 
.er fronting the ftreets, in London, 'Weftminfter, and fuburbs. from 
michaelmas to lady-day, from its being dark until nine in the evening^ 
The following ftreets and narrow pafiages are alfo direded to be widen- 
ed,- viz. the ftreet or paflage near Stocks in London ; the ftreet or paf- 
fage from Fleet-conduit to St, Paul’s church in London ; the paflage 
prom the White-hart inn from the Strand, into Go vent-garden; the 
ftreet and paflage by and near Exeter-houfe and the Savoy, being ob*- 

* It is not very clear what ftreet was thus deferibed. 

f Now St. James’s ftreet. 
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flrufed by a rail and the unevennefs of the ground thereabouts ; the 
paflage and ftreet of St. Martin’s-lane out of the Strand j the paflage 
or ftreet of Field-lane, commonly called Jackanapes-lane, going be- 
tween Chancery-lane and Lincoln's-inn-fields ; the paflage and gate- 
houfe of Cheapfide, into St, Paul’s church-yard ; the paftage againft St. 
Dunftan’s church in the weft (being obftrudted by a walljj. the ftreet 
and paflage near the weft end of the Poultry, in London, and the paflage 
at Temple-bar. All thefe were deemed very incommodious to coaches, 
carts, and paflengers, and prejudicial to commerce and trading. All 
which fliew very plainly, how inelegant, as well as inconvenient, a great 
part of the city of London was at this time ; and alfo how much the 
liberty of Weftminfter Was conftantly increafing in new ftreets and 
buildings, the confequence of our increafing commerce and wealth. So- 
much is the great contiguity of London altered fince then, that fome 
part of this defeription is difficult to be traced at this prefent time. 

An adl for regulating the making of fluffs in Norfolk and Norwich 
fays, ‘ the trade of weaving fluffs hath of late times been very much 
‘ increafed, and great variety of new forts have been invented ; fo that 
‘ the power given by the ftatute [17 Edw. IV, c. i] is not fufficient for 
‘ regulating the fame ; and the wardens by the fame ad! appointed, be- 
‘ ing but eight, are too few for governing and ordering the trade; 

‘ wherefor there lhall be twelve wardens and thirty affiftants for regu- 
‘ lating the manufadure of worfteds and Norwich fluffs.’ [13, 14 
Car. II, c. 5.] From this ad we may infer that, thofe light manufadures 
were much increafed. 

The filk manufadure of London was now become fo confiderable, 
that the preamble to an ad for regulating the trade of filk-throwing 
obferves, that the faid company of filk-throwfters (as it is expreffed 
in their petition) employ above 40,000 men, women, and children 
therein. It was therein enaded, that none Ihould fet up in that trade 
without ferving feven years apprenticelhip, and becoming free of the 
company. [13, 14. Car. II, c. 15.] 

After this time we find divers ads of parliament in this and fuc- 
ceeding reigns for regulating the filk manufadure at home, and the 
importation of raw and thrown filk from foreign parts, many of which 
were temporary, others have been repealed or altered, and the reft of 
little information to the generality of readers, until we come to the year 
1722. 

Another ad was paflfed, prohibiting the exportation of live flieep, 
wool, woollen yarn, fullers earth, fulling clay, and tobacco pipe clay, 
[13, 14 Car. II, c. 18.] Additional laws have fince this time been made 
for this very important end. But once for all, we lhall take the Liberty 
to- remark, that thev have bv no means anfwered the end, though re- 
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inforced by feverer penalties. So difficult a talk it is efFedually to 
mafter an evil, of wliicb immediate and confiderable gain is the ob- 
■jed!. 

An adl of parliament of tlie pth of King Edward III having prohibit- 
ed the melting of any filver halfpeimy or farthing for, any purpofe 
whatever, and another adl of the 17th of King Richard II having pro- 
hibited the like melting down of filver groats and half groats, thofe de- 
nominations being the higheft filver coins then in ufe, the goldfmiths 
and refiners at this time taking advantage of the ftridt letter of thofe 
two ads, concluded that there was. no penalty for melting the filver 
coins of an higher denomination than were then in being. A law w;as 
therefor made this year [14 Car. //, c. 31] againft melting down any 
of our filver coins, upon the penalty of forfeiting the fame and double 
the value. Yet in this, as well as in the laws prohibiting the exportation 
of our wool, the temptation of immediate profit gets the better of all 
reftraints whatever. 

The parliament of Scotland, who in mo ft masters relating to com- 
merce, more efpecially fince the union of the crowns, wifely followed the 
Englifli, this year palled a navigation ad, for encouraging of (hipping 
and navigation ; but it was not to extend to importations from Afia, 
Africa, and America, Rufiia and Italy, till fo declared by a fubfequent 
ad, or by the privy council, or the council of trade, nor to corn in 
time of dearth. Goods (hipped in foreign veflels, or belonging to aliens, 
were to pay double duty. 

They alfo palled an ad for ereding companies for the improvement 
of the herring and white filheries. And in this and fucceeding reigns, 
down to the confolidating tinion of the two kingdoms, they granted 
fundry bounties on the exportation of fi(h of all kinds, and made fundry 
good laws (efpecially fince the reft oration) for the reguration of their 
commerce, and of their linen and woollen manufadures, &c. All 
which being now of little or no ufe, we have not thought it neceflary 
to enlarge on them *. 

The laws prohibiting the ufe of logwood, which was fuppofed perni- 
cious to the goods dyed with it, were repealed, it being now found 
(fays the ad, intxtled. Frauds and abufes in his majefty’s cuftoms pre- 
vented and regulated), ‘ that the ingenious induftry of thefe times hath 
‘ taught the dyers of England the art of fixing the colours made of 
‘ logwood, alias blockwood, fo as that by experience they are found as 

lafting and ferviceable as the colours made with any other fort of 
‘ dying wood.’ [13, Car. II, c. n.] 

The Scottifli parliament, at the fame time, reduced the intereft of money to per ceni^ * free 
^ r.etention or other public burdens whatfoever/ \^ParI I, //, e. 49.] M* 


At this time King Charles II ftiamefully delivered up to France the 
country of Nova Scotia, and fuch part of Canada as was held by our 
people*. 

The treaties of alliance made by King Charles with Sweden and 
Denmark contain nothing new or particular concerning commerce. 
[General Coll, of ‘Treaties, K. hi, pp. 240, 253, 254, 263.] 

Many and loud complaints had been made by the merchants and 
clothiers of Exeter and other parts of the weft of England (whom the 
company of merchant-adventurers called interlopers), as particularly 
in the year 1638, to the houfe of commons, and alfo in the years 1643 
and 1645. They now again complained to the parliament, and in their 
remonftrance termed that company monopolizers and obftruclors of 
the fale of our woollen manufaftures. As it is poffible that forne fuch 
objedions, however flightly grounded, may ibme time or other be 
hereafter renewed, and as it will ajfo throw feme light upon the ftate 
of our juftly-favoured woollen manufacture, and will give a diftinct ftate 
of that company’s condition at that time, we ihall as briefly as poffible 
fet down their objections, with the company’s anftvers. 

In general it was objected. 

That confining the whole trade of the manufactures of wool fent t» 
Germany and the Netherlands, being the greateft ftaple commodity of 
England, to one particular company of men, who call themfelves the 
only merchant-adventurers, is detrimental to all in general, and parti- i 
cularly to thofe of Exeter and Devonfliire : For, 

I) They make the clothiers take what price they pleafe, by not buy- 
ing their goods brought to market, imtil neceffity obliges them to fell 
even for lofs. They moreover frequently flint or limit the number of 
cloths to be fhipped, and allot to each merchant how much he ffiall 
fhip for his particular proportion; fo that the governor, deputy, and 
committees, may ferve themfelves and friends with the greateft ffiare ; 
which is not only prejudicial to the reft, but does alfo hinder the put- 
ting off fo much more cloth abroad. 

II) The company confine the vent of this great ftapie commodity to 
a few places at home, as the trade of all the weft countries to London ; 
whereas Exeter and other places ought to have liberty to fhip off their 
goods from the neareft port, whereby much charge might be faved 

Illj^ By the two refolutions of the houfe of commons in 1624, for 
liberty to all merchants, as well as thofe called merchant-adventurers, 
to export dozens, kerfies, and new manufaeftures, as well as dyed, 

* I doubt i£ any part of Canada was then pof- f Tlie reftridion of the ftapie for cloths to one ' 

fefted by our people. Hiftorians are fo carelefs or two towns in each foreign countryj e, g. Eot- 
hi their accounts of thofe countries, that they terdam for all Holland, was alfo complained of, 
feem not to have thought them worthy of- their as prejudicial to the manufa'fiurdrs at home a:;d to 
attention, the confumers abroad. 
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drefied, and coloured cloths, into Germany and the Netherlands, the 
Englifh traders increafed in number, and the Dutch fell off fo much, that 
they did not make 4000 cloths in the year 1632. But the company 
being again encouraged by means of their purfe, &c. the Dutch again 
increafed to 20,000 cloths in the year, and many of our manufadluring 
people fettled in Holland. 

IV) This company make their embarkations but thrice in the year, 
which hinders the clothiers from felling their goods but juft at thofe 
times, and that only to two towns beyond fea. 

V) The heavy impofitions and fines they lay on the manufa^urers 
amount to near as much as the Icing’s cuftoms, infomuch that from 
1616 to 1641, they raifed, as per their own books, Li 82,295? 

what duties they received beyond fea ; whereby the cheapnefs of our 
commodities is hindered, and the Dutch are encouraged to improve 
their manufafture of woollen goods, as they have greatly done for the 
lafl; forty or fifty years.. 

VI) The company ffridly tie their members to trade only to two 
towns, viz. Hamburgh and Dort, the later of which is inconveniently 
fituated for vending the goods into the inland parts. 

VII) In the company’s prefent condition, they are indebted for vaft 
fums, which cannot be difeharged but by raifing it on our manufac- 
tures. 

Vill) The company arrogate powers of impofing oaths, and levying 
fines and taxes, on their fellow fubjeds, though they were never yet 
•eftabliftied by law, and have been complained of from time to time 
thefe 160 years. 

IX) This monopolizing company did in all tranfport but 225 pieces 
of woollen goods from midfumraer to michaelmas i 661 ; and yet five 
.or fix Exeter merchants, not free of the company, did within the fame 
.quarter of a year buy and export beyond fea 9254 pieces. The com- 
pany employ fhips but feidom, in comparifon of other merchants, nor 
the fourth part of the mariners that other merchants do. 

X) The unlimited power given to this company by their charter is a 
great inconveniency, and repugnant to the ftatute [ 1 2 Hen. VlI, c. 6] ; 
for they are thereby empowered to make what rules and ordinances 
they fiiall think fit for the fupport of their privileges, and may not only 
compel thofe of their fellowfhip, but even all others ufing trade with 
.woollen manufadures in their precinds to obey the fame *. 

•On the other hand, the company iti their vindication replied in fub- 
ilance as follows, viz. • 

* Parker (iu a pamphlet called Free trade, fell Kis own goods, which obliges merchants not 
1645), that this fellowfliip iti the marts, belonging to their fellowfhip to fliun thofe marts, 

abroad levy a fine of L40 llcrling upon every to the great prejudice of the fate of the woolIeE* 
Fnglifliman on his arrival for liberty to buy and cloths of this realm, 

1 ■ 
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I) The company do not pretend to be the only merchant-adventur- 
ers, although their charters ftile them the merchant-adventurers of 
England : yet they count it their honour, that they are no company of 
one city, town, or burgh, but a national corporation, and difperfed all 
over the kingdom : that they all meet together in their marts abroad, 
where their confultations are for the intereft of the whole kingdom in 
the clothing trade, and where a majority of the freemen and traders 
prefent governs in all matters. Yet nothing can be concluded in that 
chief mart town beyond fea, but by the concurrence of that other court 
which refides in the United Netherlands, and of this here in London. 
And this court at London maintains a correfpondence all along with all 
Other their diftindl courts, as of York, Hull, and Newcallle : and Exe- 
ter once had one of their moil confiderable courts in it, though no-w 
there be only one member there. 

II) They deny their opponents accufations of Hinting the exporta- 
tions, or of diftreffing the clothiers in the fale of their goods ; as alfo 
their confining the vent of the weflern counties to London, feeing any 
freeman may ihip his goods diredtly abroad from the next port, as from 
York, Hull, Beverley, Newcaflle, Hartlepoole, Stockton, Norwich, Yar- 
mouth, Lynn, Ipfwich, Colchefter, and all other ports of England, where 
they have members. 

III) As the ftatute [i 2 Hen. VII, c. 6] relates only to a freedom of 
commerce during the four marts, for which alfo they were to pay the 
company ten marks, that ad can be of no force at prefent, feeing thofe 
marts are in difufe in the Netherlands. And it is enough that the fel- 
lowfhip fubmits to the parliament’s pleafure to admit all men that can 
relifh government on fuch conditions and limitations of fines as they 
fhall dired. 

IV) In anfwer to the fum of L 182,295 to be raifed on the trade 
by the fellowfhip in 25 years time, they fay, that when they were dif- 
folved, in order to make room for Sir William Cockayne’s projed of 
dying and drefEng cloths before exportation, the fellowiliip was indebt- 
ed a good fura of money; that after their charters were reftored, they 
were engaged in feveral fervices to the king and queen of Bohemia, and 
•to King James and King Charles I ; to which, if the charge of fix feveral 
refidences, and of courts abroad and at home be added, it will appear 
they were no ill hufbands, and that this fum was not fo burdenfome to 
■be raifed on the manufadures in fo long a trad of time. For the im- 
pofition laid on cloths is but about i per cent; and, in recompenfe for 
this I per cent, the company’s immunities abroad, and their freedoms 
there, by treaties, from taxes, tolls, watch and ward, &c. which others 
not free of the fellowfhip muft pay in the Netherlands and Germany, 
are worth 3 per cent to their members. 
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V) It is true, they owe a large debt, ocealioned partly, by the misfor- 
tunes of the civil wars, &c. and partly by the oppolition of the inter- 
lopers, and they think it reafonable that it fhould be paid off, though 
very gradually, by contributions or taxes on the commerce. 

VI) If the fellowlhip be not as yet eftablilhed by any law, it is now 
fubmitted, whether it is not more than time it fhould be fettled by adb 
of parliament. 

VII) The fellowfhip take care that the rich overgrown traders fhall 
not ingrofs the' whole traffic, but there fhall be room for younger and 
fmaller traders to employ their flocks. 

VIII) They carefully infped the true making of cloth. 

IX) They have done more, and been at greater expenfe, to prevent 
the exportation of our wools and fullers-earth, than all the other corpo- 
rations and merehants in England:. 

Laflly, they infifled, that unlefs their corporation be fupported, and 
even legally eflablifhed, all the privileges and advantages, which our 
commerce has for many ages enjoyed in foreign parts beyond other na- 
tions, mufl neceflarily fall with their fellowfhip, and the kingdom at 
home be left without a fhadow of regulation in its greatefl concern- 
ment. 

After this time we hear no more of this company’s complaints againfl 
feparate traders, nor, on the other hand, of any uneafinefs of merchants 
not free of it, the terms being quite eafy, if they incline fo. to be.. 
They have long lince fixed their refidence folely at Hamburgh, where 
they have confiderable privileges, and drive a great commerce for fup- 
plying many provinces of Germany with our manufa<fiures of wool, 
&c. . . ■ ' " ' 

Toward the clofe of this year, a marriage treaty was concluded be- 
tween King Charles andthe Princefs Catherine, fifter to Alphonfo VI,, 
king of Portugal. It is faid, that the real fortune which Alphonfo- 
agreed to give with his filler was L30o,ooo flerling. It is almofl foreign 
to our purpofe to remark, that France greatly forwarded this match for 
the farther weakening of Spain ; and that Spain for the prevention 
thereof, propofed to our king three feveral proteflant princefles : but 
it is much to our purpofe to note, that Portugal, hoping for great af-. 
fiflance from England againfl Spain, not only agreed to the above large 
fum, but likewife to cede to King Charles for ever the town and port 
of Tangier on the Barbary fhore, at the very entrance of the Straits, 
and alfo the town, port, and ifland of Bombay, with the reft of the 
ifle of North Salfet on the coaft of Malabar in Eaft-India. Tangier had 
been pofiefied by the Portuguefe ever fince the year 1463,. when King 
Alphonfo V took it from the Moors. To this port King Charles grant- 
ed all the privileges and immunities of a free port, in order to make it 
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a place of trade, for which, as well as for the fecurity of oiir Mediter- 
ranean commerce, it was very advantageoufly fituated *. 

King Charles at firft propofed to preferve Bombay and Salfet as part 
of his royal domain, and therefor fent the earl of Marlborough thither 
with five fhips of war and 500 foldiers. But he met with fo many dif- 
ficulties from the Portuguefe viceroy of Goa, &c. that after lofing many 
men by ficknefs, &c. he did not get abfolute poflefllon of Bombay till 
the year 1664, and even then not all the territory agr'eed to be yielded 
with it. It was foon after found, that the king’s espenfe irr/maintain- 
ing it greatly exceeded the profits of it, and that his people there un- 
derfold the.Englilh Eaft-India company’s agents, whereby, and by vio- 
lences committed on the natives by the king’s foldiers, &c. great con- 
fufions were likely to enfue : thefe confiderations induced him to make 
a grant in full property for ever of that port and territory to our Eaft- 
India company, by charter dated 27th March 1668, to hold it in free 
and common foccage of his imperial crown, on reimburfing the ex- 
penfes of it, and paying an annualrent of Lio in gold on the 30th 
September yearly, at the cuftomnoufe in London. It has been by de- 
grees greatly improved by that and the prefent Eaft-India company, 
both in ftrength, commerce, and healthfulnefs, and Lome fay, they late- 
ly had 60,000 people on that ifle of different nations under our com- 
pany’s protedlion : though the Portuguefe had fcarcely 1000 people on 
it. It is extremely well fituated for the trade of that extenfive coaft, 
and now enjoys a confiderable commerce. 

King Charles, by his commiffion under the great feal, now conftitut- 
ed his brother the duke of York, the lord chancellor Clarendon,' and 
fundry other perfons of diftindion, to be the council of the royal fifhery 
company of Great Britain and Ireland; and mighty matters were ex- 
peded from fo pompous a title: yet gll came to nothing, though it mufl; 
be owned, that the king freely granted them all the immunities, and 
even more, than were granted by the commonwealth in 1654; with 
authority to fet up a lottery, and to have a voluntary colledion in all 
parifti churches. Moreover, all houfes of entertainment, as taverns, 
inns, alehoufes, &c. were to be obliged to take one or more barrels of 
herrings, at the ftated price of 30/" per barrel ; and 2/6 per barrel was 
to be paid to the ftock of this company on all foreign-caught fifli im- 
ported. 

1662. — The ftatute [15, 14 Car. 1/, c. 6] for enlarging and repair- 
ing common highways, fo as they fhould all be made 24 feet in 
breadth, was become very neceftary, fince the great increafe of carts, 
waggons, &c. by the general increafe of our commerce. This ad, be- 
ing only temporary, was revived and farther eis forced by an ad [8, 9 

Sec General Monk’s opuiioii this' place, as noticed under the year 1657 > 
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Gul. Ill, c. 15] which ordered, that where two or more crofs highways, 
met, a ffione or poll fhould be erected, with an iiifcription in large let- 
ters, direding to the next rharket town to which each of them leads. 
It is much to be wifhed that the llatute-breadth of the ■ highways was 
better obferved than it has been hitherto. 

It was in the year 1 662 that the Englifll from the north continent of 
America began to cut down the lo-gwood trees, growing in infinite quan- 
tities on the uninhabited coafts of Yucatan, and more efpeeially in the 
bay of Campeachy, where they made a fettlement for that end, as it 
was not near to any Spanifh fettlement or inhabitants. Their firft fet- 
tlement was near Cape Catoche, next at the Laguna de Terminos, which 
was found more convenient, and where the Englifh buccaneers were af- 
terwards obliged to fettle, -upon the treaty of Madrid between England 
and Spain in the year 1667 ; which treaty, though it made no particu- 
lar mention of America by name, exprefsly ftipulated ‘ a general firm 
‘ and perpetual amity between the two crowns, as well by land as by 
‘ fea, and between all the countries under the obedience of either of 
* the kings.’ By the year 1 669, that Englifh fettlement was confider- 
ably increafed, and much logwood was carried thence to New-Engiand 
and Jamaica. In the year 1670, Sir William Godolphin concluded at' 
Madrid the firft treaty between England and Spain, which exprefsly re- 
lated to America, and therefor is ufoally called the American treaty ; 
whereby the then pofTeffions of both nations in America are confirmed. 
This gave encouragement to many more of our people to join the log- 
wood-cutters, as it was in a defolate and unplanted country, and the 
Spaniards had not hitherto made any complaints about it. For it was 
not till the year 1672 that they began to interrupt our logwood-cutters 
there, or to make the leaft complaint to our court againft their fettling 
in that bay. Soon after, however, they became fo uneafy at that fet- 
tlement and our logwood-cutting, that, they adlually made prize of all 
Englifh veflels they met in the American feas, which had logwood in 
them, of which the earl of Arlington, the Englifh fecretary of ftate, in 
the year 1674, complained in a letter to Sir William Godolphin our 
minifter at Madrid. For as the foie advantage our court had in view 
by concluding this famous American treaty of 1670, was, that, our peo- 
ple might, without interruption, trade to our own colonies, and peace- 
ably enjoy our pofleffions in America, we were therein greatly fruftrated 
by the court of Spain’s orders to make prize of all fhips having logwood 
in them. So that this treaty has ever iince afforded a pretence for the 
Spaniards to feize our fhips failing along their American coafts, though 
with no intention of carrying on any contraband trade ; and on fome 
occafions they have even feized veffels for having a quantity of pieces 
of eight on board, if found near their American coafts. Yet, except- 
ing two or three months in the year 1680, that the Spaniards, by a con- 
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fiderable force, diflodged our logwood cutters from the Laguna de Ter- 
minos and the ifland of Trift, our people, till very lately, have remain- 
ed in pofleffion thereof. But as the controverfy remains undetermined 
to this day, it is to be feared it may ftiil occafion much altercation 

At this time a ftatute was made [13, 14 Car. II, c. 12] for the better 
relief of the poor of England ; whereby a corporation, chofen out of 
the magiftrates of London, Weftminftcr, and the fuburbs, on both 
fide^ the Thames within the weekly bills of mortality, was eftablilhed, 
for erecting work-houfes for employing the poor. A fubfequent ail 
[23 Car. II, c. i8] enabled that corporation to levy a certain aflelTment 
on parilhes not exceeding one fourth part of tlie affelTment to the poor, 
for any refpedlive year. Yet, to the ihame of the nation, nothing has 
been effectually done for anfwering that truely great and good end even 
to this day, fo many difficulties being ftarted to every fcheme hitherto 
propofed to the public. 

This year the lord-mayor, aldermen, and common-council, of Lon- 
don, petitioned the houfe of commons to eredt the merchants trading to 
France, Spain, Portugal, ai>d Italy, into four new corporations for con- 
fining thofe trades entirely to Englifh natives; the pretext for which 
was, that mod; part of the trade of exporting the commodities of Eng- 
land was in the hands of aliens, whom they would have to be obliged by 
law to pay double duties on all draperies exported by them. They alfo, 
and fundry merchants of London in behalf of themfelves and the Eng- 
iilh merchants of the outports, petitioned that the merchant-adventur- 
ers, the Levant, the Eaftland, the Ruffia, and the Eafl-India, companies 
.already ellabliffied, might have further privileges confirmed to them by 
parliament, exclufive of foreigners. But the commons were wifer than 
to liflen to petitions for adding new fetters to our export trade. 

King Charles II having laviflily confumed the large fupplies granted 
by parliament, was now put upon the moft pernicious projedl that could 
have entered into the thoughts of the monarch of the firfl: commercial 
kingdom in Europe, by yielding to France the town and port of Dun- 
kirk, with all its fortifications, Iluyces, dams, &c. and likewife the fort 
of Mardyke, with the wooden fort, and the other great and fmall forts 
between Dunkirk and Bergh St. Wynox, together with all the arms, 
artillery, ammunition, &c. We have feen that Dunkirk had been fur- 
rendered by France to Cromwell four years before, by a ftipulated agree- 
ment, for the fuccours which that protedfor had given to France againfl 
Spain. Our paffive parliament feemed to content themfelves with 
Charles’s poor pretence, that, as it was only furrendered to an ufurper, 
he had a right to difpofe of it as he pleafed. It was concluded at Lon- 

^ A Hiore copious explanation of this ful>jed by tlic board of trade will be found under the year 
1717. Jl . 

VoL. 11, 3S 
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don by the French ambafTador, the Count D’Eilrades, and by the earl 
of Clarendon lord chancellor, the earl of Southampton lord treafurer, 
the duke of Albemarle, and the earl of Sandwich, (all Englifhmen) 
under a commiffion from the king. As for the price, it was almoft as 
fhameful as the delivering up the place was criminal, viz. 5,000,000 of 
livres, or about L2 50,000 fterling. Had that number of millions been 
fterling money inflead of French, fatal experience has long fince de- 
mon ftrated its being inadequate to fo ineftimable a jewel. We ought, 
however, to do juflice, as far as we fairly can, to one of the four commif- 
fioners, who, rather than lofe their private emoluments, fo fliamefully 
gave up the nation’s intereft, viz. the earl of Sandwich, who at firfl; pro- 
pofed the abfolute demolition of Dunkirk, and deftroying its harbour 
in fuch a manner as to render it for ever ufelefs, which, next to its re- 
maining in our hands, was certainly the bell fcheme. For, as to what 
fundry writers have remarked, of its being better to have been fold to 
Spain or Holland, that might be true with refpedt to the time we are 
upon, but who could anfwer for the hurt that place might in future 
times have done to us in the hands of either of thofe nations, as power 
is perpetually fludluating ? there was therefor nothing for a wife king 
and an honefl Englifh miniflry to choofe but to preferve, llrengthen, 
and improve, that place, let the cxpenfe be more or lefs, whereby we 
•fliould have remained mailers of both lides of the greateil commercial 
thoroughfare in the univerfe. Marfhal Schomberg, then in England, 
advifed the king to keep it, as his naval ilrength would effedtually pre- 
vent its being taken, and the holding of it would keep both France and 
Spain in a dependence upon him : in which opinion, fays Biihop Burnet, 
he was Angular ; and yet there Was more truth and judgement in this- 
opinion than all that was faid and written on this point. ■ For, with re- 
gard to the moil folemn treaties, which France’s neceffities have fince 
obliged that crown to ilipulate for the demolition of its fortifications 
and the filling up of its harbour, &c. we have more than once feen how 
eafy it has been for fuch a powerful nation, void of all fhame and ho- 
nour, to reilore both the one and the other 

Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV, informs us that the French royal 
council of commerce was eredled this year ; and that the king himfelf. 
prefided therein once in every fortnight. Need we to wonder then at 

^ The price, which however, was a matter of pable of receiving large As for the pofFef- 

little confequence,^ was L40O5OCO. '[^D'^EJiradesy lion of it making us mafters of both fides of the 
quoted in Macpherjords Htji^ of Great Britain^ V* ftrait, it is evident, that our doating caftles may 

P' 51*] eafy to give any good rcafoe, command the ftrait without having Torts or har» 

why Mr. Anderfon, and many thoufands belides, hours on both fides, but that boj:h ihores covered 
fhould be fo exceedingly angry at getting rid of with great guns can never command fuch a paf- 
the ufelefs expenfe of keeping an indefenlible poft fage without Ihips. Af. 
in a foreign country, which has not a harbour ca* 
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the progrefs that nation has fince made in commerce, thus fo eminent- 
ly encouraged by fo difcerning and potent a prince 

The king in council this year illlied his proclamation, intimating, 
‘ that notwithftanding the navigation adl palTed two years ago, feveral 
‘ letters or warrants had, through mifinformation, been obtained from 
‘ him, by which the Lubeckers fhips, merchants, and mariners, were li- 
‘ cenced to come into England, &c. freed from the penalties of the adt, 
‘ upon pretence of a former cuftom. But the council having coniider- 
‘ ed the ill confequences of trenching on that acT:, and the damages 
‘ which fuch a toleration would bring upon the Englifh owners of fliip- 
‘ ping, and their merchants and mariners, it was ordered by his ma- 
‘ jefty in council, that all fuch letters, licences, or warrants, ihould bo 
‘ recalled and declared void.’ 

The following improvements' were made upon the act of navigation. 

I) No foreign-built fliips lhall enjoy the privileges of Englifli or Irifii 
built fhips, even although navigated as that adl direds ; and although 
the owners likewife be Englifhmen, prize fliips only excepted. 

II) Whoever fhall export or import goods to or from any port of this 
kingdom (capable of a fhip of 200 tons burden) to or from any port 
of the Mediterranean beyond the port of Malaga, in any fhip that hath 
not two decks, and carries lefs than 16 cannon, fliall pay to the king 
one per cent on their ladings, befide all other duties. 

III) And in order to encourage the building of good and defenfible 
fhips, it was farther enaded, that for feven years to come, whoever 
Ihould build fhips with three decks, or with two decks, a half deck and 
a forecaflle, with five feet between each deck, mounted with at leafl 30 
cannon, fhould, for the firfl two voyages, receive one tenth of all the 
cufloms paid on their cargoes exported or imported. [14 Car. Ily 

C. II.] 

The two lafi claufes 'were defigned by way of precaution againfl the 
Barbary rovers. 

Other good flatutes w^ere made this year, fuch as thofe prohibiting 
the exportation of wool and fullers-earth, yarn, and undreffed hides, 
and the importation of foreign bone-lace and other French frippery 
wares, which drew incredible fums of money from us, and turned the 
balance of the trade with France very much againfl us. 

The Englifli American plantations were by this time fo much culti- 
vated and improved, that the demand for fervants and labourers was 
greatly increafed ; and as their mother country could by no means af- 
ford numbers fufficient for their fupply, and they, were not then fo 

The new council, or board of commerce, eftabliflKd in the year 1701, is fubordinate to 
royal council. , Jt* ■ . ■ 

, ■ 3 s 2 


A. D. 1662. 


well fepplied witli negroes from tbe African coafl: as they wiflied for, finee 
the trade thither had been laid open, a third exclufive Englilh African or 
Guinea company was this year meorporated for that end, at the head of 
which was the duke of York, joined with many perfons of rank and 
diflind:ion, who undertook to fupply our Weft-India plantations with 
3000 negroes annually. If this new eompany’s accounts are to be re- 
lied on, it feems, that while the trade was laid open in the times of the 
late civil wars, our forts on the Guinea coaffc were demolilhed by the 
Dutch and the Danes, by which, and by the capture of Ihips belong- 
ing to the company, and to feparate traders, to the value of L3oo,ooo,. 
the dock of the fecond company was ruined^ 

This new company, fupported by the king's brother, Stc. and know- 
ing the king’s inclinations to make war againft the Dutch, afterwards 
got Sir Robert Holmes to be fent out with a fquadron of fourteen Ihips 
to the coaR of Guinea, to attack the Dutch forts, &e. prior to a formal 
declaration of war ; of which more in its place. 

Toward the clofe of this year. King Charles fent Admiral Lawfon to 
Algiers, who obliged that piratical Hate, and alfo thofe of Tunis and 
Tripoli, to fign articles of pacification, which they kept juft as long as 
they ftood in fear of our Ihips of war in the Mediterranean, 

The Dutch, according to Ibme authors, had taken Formofa from the 
Portuguefe in the year 1635. The ports of that illand were extremely 
commodious for their China and Japan trades : yet Candidius,- a Dutch 
clergyman (in his account, in Ghurchiirs voyages) fays, ‘ the Dutch 
‘ had built a fort in one of the iflands called Pehou, near the mouth of 
‘ the great river Chincheo in China, from wbence they intercepted the 
‘ Chinefe trading to the Pbilippines. This obliged the Chinefe to 
" agree with the Dutch to grant them the harbour of Togowang in 
‘ Formofa, in lieu of the other, where they might build a fort, whence 
‘ they traded with the Chinefe, who, however, this year drove them out 
‘ of the iflaiid.’ 

The firft Wire-mill in England was let up by a Dutchman at Sheen 
near Richmond. 

Connecticut, a province of New-England, had its firft charter dated 
23d April 1662. It was one of the fix charter colonies of the continent 
of Britiftr America. 

1663. — We have exhibited under the year 1629 fome fruitlefs efforts 
(from England) to plant the country then named Carolana, now Caro- 
lina ; but the fucceeding difcontents in England, and the confequent 
civil wars, occafioned Carolina to remain implanted till now, that the 
king granted his firft charter (dated the 24th day of March 1 662-3) 
the Lord-chancellor Clarendon, the duke of 'Albemarle, Lord Craven, 
Lord Berkley, Lord Aftiley chancellor of the exchequer, Sir George 
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Carteret vice-chamberfein, Sir William Berkley, and Sir John Colle- 
ton, whofe eight names, given to feveral of its rivers and counties, will 
probably be remembered there to the end of time. Their limits, by 
this charter, run from the 36th degree of north latitude (being the 
fouth border of modem Virginia) to the 31ft degree, or the fouth 
border of modern Georgia, along the Atlantic ocean, and llretching 
weftward without limitation to the South fea. The tei;ritory .was 
granted to them in perpetual property, on payitiga 11 annual quit rent 
of twenty marks. 

The antient fund for keeping the roads of England in repair was a 
rate levied on the landholders in proportion to their rents, together with 
the adlual fervice of the men, the carts, and horfes, of the neighbour- 
hood, for a limited number of days. But now, by the increafe of in- 
land trade, heavy carriages by waggons and pack horfes were fo exceed- 
ingly multiplied, that thofe means of repairing the roads were found, 
totally inadequate ; neither was it juft, that a neighbourhood fiiould be 
burdened with the fupport of roads for the fervice of a diftant quarter 
of the kingdom. It was therefor neceifary to devife more effedlive,. 
and at the fame time more equitable, means of fupporting the public 
roads; and the prefent method of making and repairing the roads at 
the expenfe of thofe who a<ftually wear them, and reap the benefit of 
them, was now firft eftabiilhed by an ad of parliament [15 Car. II, 
c. for repairing the highways in the Jhires of Hartford, Cambridge, ani^ 
Huntington, by which three toll-gates (or turnpikes) were fet up at 
Wadeftnill, Caxton, and Stiltom 

Parliament fettled the revenues of the poft-office and the wine-li- 
cences on the duke of York, the king’s only brother, which were after- 
wards confiderably increafed. They were now, by moft authors, reck- 
oned together to bring in only L21, 000 per annum; yet the follow- 
ing provifo of this fame ad Thews they were much miftaken, viz. ‘ no- 

* thing herein contained fhall make void the grant made by his majefty 

* to Daniel 0 ‘Neale, Efq. of the office of poftmafter-general,. for four 

* and a fourth years from lady-day 1663, under the yearly-rent of 

L2 1,500 for all the faid term (except the laft quarter, which is paid 

‘ afo rehand), fo as the faid rents be paid unto his faid Efighnefs James 
‘ duke of York.’ [15 Car. II, c. 14.] 

In the year 1653, poft-office revenue (as we have already noted) 
was let to farm for Liq,ooo yearly: yet I cannot perceive upoin 
what grounds Dr. D’Avenant, in his Eflay on the public revenue and 
trade of England I, />. 125] could remark, that for fome years 
this poft-office revenue hardly bore its own expenfe, unlefs he meant 
the times anterior to the year 1653. But he adds, that when he 
wrote (1698), it had been fo much improved under a management, 

4 , " 
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as that its grofs produce, by a medium of three years ^ amoimted per 
annum to about £90,440 : 15 

For the encouragement of agriculture and trade, permifficn was given 
to export all kinds of grain, when wheat fhould be currently fold in 
England at 48/ a quarter, and other grain in proportion ; and they 
might be imported when above thofe prices, on paying 574 of cuflom, 
with poundage, per quarter for wheat, &c. [15 Gar. 11 , c. 17.] 

By this fame ftatute it was enaded, * that for the farther improve- 
‘ ment of former navigation ads, no merchandize of the growth, pro- 
‘ dudion, or manufadure, of Europe fhall be imported into any of the 
‘ Englilh plantations or fadories in Afia, Africa, and America, (Tan- 
‘ gier only excepted), but what {hall be laden in England, and in En- 
‘ gliih-built {hipping, and navigated by at leaft three fourths Englifli 
‘ mariners, and fliall be carried to thofe places diredly from England, 
‘ and no where elfe, on forfeiture of {hips and ladings, excepting, how- 
‘ ever, fait for the fifheries of New-England and Newfoundland, and 
‘ wines from Madeira and the Azores, fervants, vidual, and horfes, 
‘ from Scotland or Ireland •, and that none of the produd of the Eng- 
‘ li{h plantations (viz. fugar, tobacco, cotton, ginger, fuftic, and other 
‘ drugs) {hall be carried any where (except to other plantations) till 
‘ they 1)6 fir ft landed in England, under forfeiture of {hips and car- 
‘ goes.’ And here Ireland was firflt left out, though inferred in the 12th 
of this king, r. 18, § 9> 

•‘ And for the encouragement of the herring and North-fea, Ice- 
‘ land, and Weflmony fiiheries, no frefh herring, cod, haddock, &c. 
‘ {hall be imported into England, but in Englifh-built {hips, navigated, 

* &c. as before/ 

‘ And forafmuch as the planting of tobacco in England doth conti- 
‘ nually inereafe, notwithfianding the ad of the 12th year of this king, 
‘ [c. 34] a farther penalty of Lio is laid upon every rood or pole of 

* land fo planted in England, Ireland, Jerfey, or Guernfey, excepting, 
‘ however, tobacco planted in the phyfic-gardens of either univerfity, 

‘ or in other private gardens for furgery, fo as the quantity exceed not 
‘ half a pole of land in any one garden.’ 

In this ad of parliament we have the firfi; legal licence for the ex- 
portation of foreign coin and bullion for the benefit of commerce, in 
the remarkable words following, viz. ‘ and forafmuch as feveral confi- 
‘ derable and advantageous trades cannot be conveniently driven and 
‘ carried on without the fpecies of money and bullion, and that it is 
‘ found by experience that they are carried in greatefi abundance (as 

Management liere means the government making, the moil of the revenue, m contradiftzndioii to 
funning it at certain fam. In comparing the two fums, the charges of management mull be deduced 
jrom the grofs produce. /L 
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* to a common market) to fuch places as give free liberty for exporting 
‘ the fame, and the better to keep in and increafe the current coins of 
‘ this kingdom, be it enaded, that it fhall be lawful to export out of 
‘ any cuftomhoufe or port of England, all forts of foreign coin or bul- 
‘ lion of gold or filver, firfl: entering the fame at the cuflomhoufe, 

* without paying any duty or cuftom for the fame.’ 

It is ftrange our legiflature fhould have been fo late in coming into 
this meafure, though fo much earlier pradifed by other wife and mei'- 
cantile nations, bullion and foreign coin being undoubtedly as much a 
mercantile commodity as any other inflrument of commerce whatever. 
Mr. Thomas Munn, in his judicious treatife, entitled England’s trea- 
fure by foreign trade (8vo, 1664) has fully feewm, of what benefit the 
free exportation of money was in Tufcany, under the year 1630. He 
has alfo no lefs clearly fliewn the abfurdity of the old Engliflr laws 
for obliging merchants-flrangers, importing into England, to lay out 
their produce in the commodities of our realm j as alfo the laws for 
obliging all merchants exporting corn, fifh, ammunition, &c. to bring 
home money or bullion in return : and in fine, ‘ that nothing but an 
‘ overbalance in foreign trade, or exporting more in value of our own 
‘ produd and manufadure than we import of thofe of other nations, 

‘ can either increafe our bullion, or even keep what we have already.’ 
Mr. Polexfen, however, (an able and ffcrenuous opponent of the Eafl- 
India trade) in his Account of the Eafl-India trade, 1696, on the other 
hand, remarks, ‘ that till the licence granted by this ad to export fo- 
‘ reign coin and bullion, the Eaft-India company did not export 
‘ above L40,ooo in bullion yearly ; but now it began to be ex^ 

‘ ported in much greater quantities, and that it was no lefs than 

* L6oo,ooo fterling per annum, taking any number of years, when the 
‘ trade was carried on without any great obflrudion.’ Yet poflibly 
that company might before have exported much more than L40,ooo, 
though they did it clandeftinely till this law gave permiflion.^ 

In the fame fiatute there is the following claufe, viz. ‘ that whereas a 
‘ ■ great part of the richefb and befi: land of England cannot fo well be 
‘ otherwife employed as in the feeding and fattening of cattle ; and 
‘ that by the coming in of late of vaft numbers of cattle from beyond 
‘ fea already fintened (meaning from Ireland), fuch lands are in many 
‘ places much fallen in rents and values, to the great impoverifhment 

* of this kingdom, it was now enaded, that for every head of great cattle 

* imported (except the breed of Scotland) between the ifl: of July and 
‘ 20th of December in any year, and of the breed of Scotland between 
‘ the 24th of Augufl: and the 20th of December in any year, there fhall 
‘ be paid or forfeited 20/" to the king, and alfo i ofto him that fliall inform 
‘ or feize thefame, and other i of to the poor of the parifh where fuch feizure 

‘ fhall be made j and for every fheepfo imported i of, to be recovered and 
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' levied ill manner aforefaid.’ This ad: was to continue no longer in 
force than to the end of the firft felhon of the next parliament, but 
has fince been made perpetual. We fliall here only remark, that the 
nation, in the opinion of many, has often had ground to repent thofe 
reftraints in favour of the grazing countries, and to the prejudice of 
the reft of the kingdom. 

Two other well-intended ftatutes were made this year for the encou- 
ragement of the linen and- tapeftry manufadu res of England, and dif- 
couragement of the very great importation of foreign linen and tapeftry, 
and for regulating the packing of herrings. It was alfo thereby enad- 
ed, that for the prefervation of the fpawn of fifti at the illes of Iceland 
and Weftmony, no fliip ftiould fail thither until the loth of March in 
any year, neither ftiould any toll or other duty be taken at Newfound- 
land for any fifh'caught there. [15 Car. II, cc. 15, 16.]^ 

Before we clofe this year, we cannot forget to do juftice to an excel- 
lent little treatife on commerce, now publiftied by Samuel Fortrey, Efq. 
intitled England’s intereft and improvement ; which, in only 43 fmall 
lamo pages, treats moft judicioufly of all the principal branches of our 
foreign and domeftic commerce ; of the benefit of increafing our in- 
duftrious people by naturalization ; the improvement of our lands by 
inciofures, and the breeding of cattle ; of the exportation of horfes ; the 
iraprovement of mines ; our manufadures ; our fiftieries ; of difcourag- 
ing the wear of foreign manufadures, more efpecially French ones, 
whereby that country gets fo great a balance from us ; of the benefit of 
the ad of navigation, and of our foreign plantations ; the regulation of 
our coin ; lowering the intereft of money,. See. : a treatife which, though 
written 1 00 years ago, will well bear reading over even at this day. 

Rhode-ifland and Providence plantation, two provinces of New-Eng- 
land, had this year a charter to the whole freemen or inhabitants of 
each colony, who are empowered to eled their own reprefentatives; and 
thofe of the later alfo eled their governor and council. The report of 
the board of trade to the houfe of lords, in January 1733-4, obferves of 
thefe two colonies, and of Connedicut, ‘ that almoft the whole power of 
‘ the crown is delegated to the people ; and, as their charters are 
‘ wmrded, they can, and do, make laws, even without their governors 
' confent, and diredly contrary to their opinions ; no negative voice 
■■ being referved to them as governors,; in the faid charter.’ This was 
carelefsly granted by a very carelefs monarch ; and is what no wife mi- 
niftry nor council would have deliberately advifed. 

1664 — In the year 1664 the Englifti again took pofleffionof the ifle 
of St Lucia, having previoufly treated with the native Caribs for the 
purchafe of it (fays the author of the Britifh empire in America, whom, 
neverthelers we muft very cautioufly truft on many occafions). Five 
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fliips of war carried thither about 1500 men, who, being joined by 600 
Caribs in their canoes, had the ifland and fort yielded to them without 
refiftance, on condition that the French governor and his garrifon (of 
only 14 men) with their artillery and baggage, Ihould be efcorted to 
Martinica, Yet it feems, two years after, the Englifh, for want of fup- 
plies, abandoned it again, and burnt their fort ; though but two days 
after they were gone, a bark, with necedaries, arrived there from Lord 
Willoughby governor of Barbados. In the treaties of King Charles and 
King James with the French court, and in thofe ofRyfwicfc and Utrecht, 
there are general ftipulations for reftoringto the crown of Great Britain 
all iflands and countries which may have been conquered by France, 
and fuch as had been in the poffellion of the king of Great Britain be- 
fore fuch refpecdive war began. But fuch general ftipulations fignified 
little with the French. This ifland had at fundry times been inhabit- 
ed by both Englifh and French planters at one and the fame time in 
feveral parts of it: and fo it remained till about the year 1719, when 
we fhall again refume its farther hiftory. 

In Mr. Munn’s valuable treatife, named England’s treafure by fo- 
reign trade [^. 177] he relates, that there was in thofe times exported, 
one year with another, to the value of L2,20o,ooo of our native com- 
modities ; ‘ fo that (fays he) if we were not too much afFe<fted to pride, 

‘ monftrous fafnions, and riot, above all other nations, i ,500,000 of 
‘ our money might plentifully fuppiy our neceffary wants, (as I may 
' term them) of filks, fugars, fpices, fruits. See. : fo Lyoo,ooo might be 
* yearly treafured up in money, to make the kingdom exceeding rich. 

^ and powerful in a fhort time.’ But this was far from being the cafe 
at that time ; for by a report of Dr. Charles D’Avenant, infpedor-ge- 
neral of the cuftoms, 

Our imports in the year 1662 amounted to _ - L4, 01 6,019 

Our exports to - - - - - - - 2,022,812 

So that the balance againft us was no lefs than - Li, 993, 207 

A moft melancholy account truely, more efpecially as coming from this 
able author, who poflefTed that important office in the reigns of King 
William and Queen Anne. 

This year King Charles entered into a treaty with James duke of 
Courland concerning Tobago, one of the Caribbee ifles in America *. 

In tlie title of the treaty Tobago is faid to after took pofTefiioa of Tobago, and retained it for 
hare been difeovered, fortihed, and cultivated, by fome years. 

the duke’s fubje<SIs, till they were driven out by the This treaty is rather curious than iifeful, as 
Dutch, whereupon the duke fubmitted it to the fhewing that a duke of Courland attempted to bt-_ 
king’s prote<fl;icn, and held it by a grant from the come a coninrfercial potentate, 
crown of England. The Dutch,^ however, foon 
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I) ‘ The king grants to tlie duke and his fucceilors full liberty of 
' trade and commerce for filch {hips as properly belonged to him and 
' his heirs (but not to thofe of his ilibjedis) in any rivers or havens 
f within his majefty’s dominions on the coaft of Guinea, for goods not 
‘ exceeding Li 2,000 in value : and he may build ftore-houfes, under 
‘ protedion of the king’s forts there. 

II) ‘ In confideration whereof, the duke makes over to the king his 
‘ fort of St, Andrew, on the Guinea coaft, and all his other forts there, 

‘ together with their guns and ammunition; the duke paying 3 per cent 
‘ on all goods imported or exported, 

III) ‘ On the other hand, King 'Charles grants to the duke and his 
‘ heirs the ifland of Tobago, to be enjoyed by him under the king’s 
‘ proteclion : provided, the duke ihail fuffer none others but the king’is 
‘ and his own fubjecis to remain on that ifland. 

IV) ‘ The duke farther agrees, that neither he, nor his heirs, nor his 

* fubjedts, fliall export any of the product of that ifland, nor import, 

‘ btherwife than out of, or into, fome ports belonging either to Eng- 
‘ land or to Courland, or the port of the city of Dantzick. 

V) ‘ And, in return for the protediion of England, whenever the 

* king fliall be at war with any nation but Poland, the dukes of Cour- 
‘ land, when required, fhall, at their coft, furnifh one good ftiip of war 
‘ of 40 cannon, to be fent to fuch port as the king {hall name, for one 
‘ year at a time, to be manned, vidluaUed, and paid by bis majefty.’ 
l^Gsneml colkBion of treaties, V.xii.'} 

In this year the Englifh clergy voluntarily refigned the power, they 
had enjoyed for fo many ages, of taxing themfelves in their own convo- 
cation. In the troablefome times. preceding the reftoration, the clergy, 
having no proxies nor regular convocations, fubmitted to he taxed with 
the laity ; and the court, finding that method eafier, (and perhaps too 
bringing in a better revenue) was glad to accept of this refignation : and 
fo it has continued ever fince ; whereby, however, the convocations of 
the clergy hate greatly loft their former weight with the crown. 

King Charles, on making war with the Dutch, intended to drive them 
out of Ncw-Kldderland and New-Belgia, (fince called New-York and 
New-Jerfey) both which they had greatly improved- He therefor made 
a grant of them to the duke of York; and even feme months before 
the formoT declaration of war he fent thither Sir Robert Carr with a 
fquadror. cf ftiips and 3000 land forces. They landed at the entrance 
of i^udf.ni’s river, and immediately attacked the town of New-Amfter- 
dam (now New-York) and reduced it without any difficulty, the Dutch 
there not knowing of any rupture with England. The Englifh found 
the houfes of that city handfomely built of brick and ftpne : and its 
fituation being on an ifland before the entrance of the river, on an high 
land, it makes a beautiful appearance froni the fea. It has fince been 






A. D. 1664.' 5 ^5 

much enlarged and improved, fo as to be juftly deemed one of the iirft 
cities of Britifli America, The major part of the Dutch at New-York 
Temained there, as the great number of Dutch names to be found even 
at this day in that city and province fufficiently teflify ; and thofe who 
defired to remove were permitted to take their effefts with them, the 
province being foon repeopled with Englifli. Fort-Orange (fince named 
New-Albany, from the duke of York’s Scottifli title) a great -way up 
Hudfon’s river, was foon reduced, as were alfo Stateu-ifland, Long- 
ifland, &c. And the firft Englifh governor, Colonel Nichols, is faid to 
have been the firfb who concluded a league with the famous Indian na- 
tions of the Iroquois, behind this province ; in confequence of which 
league France, at the treaty of Utrecht, engaged to obferve peace with 
thofe Indian nations as inviolably as with the EngliOi of this province, 
which extended north-weftward into' the country, for 200 miles, to 
Lake -Champlain, although the French afterward encroached on our ter- 
ritory, by building forts near that lake : but its breadth on the fea-coafr. 
is not above 30 miles. New-York has long been one of the moll prof- 
perous colonies on that continent, which fome, in part, afcribe to that 
fpirit of frugality which the Dutch carried thither, and which is faid to 
be feen amongfl: them in fome degree even at this day. New-York exports 
to our fugar-illands great quantities of flour, peas, bilket, bacon, butter, 
pork, &c. and receives in return fugar, melafles, rum, cotton, ginger, 
pimento, &c. and alfo Spanifli money, wfiich pays Great Britain for ali 
the various necellaries they receive from thence. 

The king’s grant to his brother comprehending the- country, fince 
called New-Jerfey, the duke of York in the fame year re-granted part of 
that country to Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret, who gave it the 
name of New-Jerfey, or Eall and Weft New- jerfey. Lord Berkley aflign- 
ed his part to William Penn, and three others, as did afterwards Sir 
George Carteret, to Penn, and eleven others, in the year 1681. The for- 
mer affignees alfo fold many lhares to the earl of Perth, Sir George 
Mackenzie, and many other Scots: and many of the Scots being foon 
after perfecuted for their religious opinions, Avent and fettled there ; 
and, amongft others, the famous Mr. Robert Barclay, (who might not 
unfitly be termed the apoftle of the quakers) went thither as governor, 
with his family. In 1683 Lord Neil Campbell, fon of the marquis of 
Argyie, fucceeded hirn as governor of Eafl-Jerfey: fo that New-Jerfej 
continued to be two feparate proprietary governments till 1703, w^hen, 
as will be feen in due time, they were united under one regai govern- 
ment. ■ 

Colbert, the able minifter of France, now began to put in execution 
his deep-laid fchemes for the advancement of the commerce, manuflic- 
tures, and naval power, of that kingdom, the foundation whereof had 
been laid by the great Richlieu. For that nurpofe he granted number- 
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lefs immunities, indulgences, premiums, penfions, prote£iions, &c. £0 
foreign artifts, artificers, manufa£turers, &c. from all parts, to fettle with 
their families and workmen in France. He got his king to appropriate 
a million of livres annually for the improvement of the woollen ma- 
nufatShire alone : and it is generally believed, that it was owing to Col- 
bert, that the mifchievous pradice of running our Englifli and Irifli 
wool into France, (vulgarly called owling) was firft fet on foot ; whereby 
they gradually brought forward their prefent great woollen manufac- 
ture, having till this time- been chiefly fupplied with woollen goods from 
England. 

. Notwithftanding former fruitlefs attempts, he alfo this year ereded an 
esclufive French Eafl-India company for 50 years, on the ruins of a. 
China company ereded in 1 660, which came to nothing foon after: 
their limits being from the Cape of Good Hope eaflward to the farthefl; 
Indies, and from the flraits of Magellan and Le Maire weftward into all 
the South feas: which companies immunities, &c. were much aug- 
mented in the year following. It was to be under 21- dkedors, 12 
whereof were for Paris, and nine for the fea-ports. Soon after, they 
poflefled and fortified Pondicherry on the Coromandel coaft, which has 
iince been their capital -fettlement ; their principal trade on that coaft 
being in muflins and calicoes of many various kinds: yet, partly from 
the difficulties of fettling trade by any nation before unacquainted with 
India, and partly -by their war with the Dutch in India, they did not 
profper for a great number of years after this time. 

On the ruins of their former Canada and Weft-India eotmpanies Col- 
bert at the fame time erecied a new exelufive Weft-India one’ for 40 
years; its limits being, i ft, that part of the continent of South- America 
lying between the rivers of Amazons and Oronoko, with the adjacent 
iflands : 2dly, in North- America, ail Canada behind Virginia and Flo- 
rida: and, 3dly, all the coaft of Africa from Cape Verd fouthward to 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

Colbert fa w, how much the Dutch had increafed their power and 
wealth by their extended commerce, though France, which naturally 
abounded with all things, was in a manner deftitute of commerce and 
naval ftrength : he therefor got King Louis to make him protedtor of 
both thofe companies, to whom he lent fix millions without intereft. 
Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV, fays, that from the year 1635 to. 1665 
the colonies of Martinica, Canada, .8cc. had been in a languifl-iing ftate, 
and rather chargeable than profitable : but that now (1665) they began 
to flourifti ; and that, in the year 1 664, the king fent a frelh colony to 
Cayenne ifland, firft fettled on by France in 1635, and another colony 
in that fame year to Madagafcar, which had been fettled on by France 
in 1 650, but afterward deferted ; yet, 10 years after Louis reverfed all 
thefe grants to that company, and laid the trade open to all his fubjedls. 


King Charles this year made war on the United Netherlands in a 
very extraordinary manner, without a formal declaration of it till fome 
months after, for which no other grounds are generally affigned by hif- 
torians than jealoufy on account of rivalfhip for commerce and naval 
power ; fet on libewife fecretly (as it is faid)' by the arts of the French, 
court and of Rome, for weakening both fides. The Engliih fleet under 
Admiral Holmes took feverai forts near Cape Verd from the Dutch, 
for the benefit of the Englifh African company, at the head of which 
was the duke of York ;■ which forts the Dutch admiral' De Ruyter re- 
took the fame year. Holmes alfo eredted a new fort at the mouth of 
the river Gambia, and- named it- James-fort, which we ftill hold-. 
Thence failing fouthward, he maflered all the Dutch forts on the Guinea 
coaft, except St. George del Mina and Acheen ; though De Ruyter foon. 
regained all again : whereupon the Englifti fleet, commanded in chief 
by the duke of York, made prize of 130 Dutch merchant ihips. A war 
was then formally declared, for which the parliament voted L2, 500, 000. 
What is already in all hiftories, and alfo not very material for our fub— 
je<fl, was, that the grand fleet of England, in r 665, conflfting of 1 08- 
ihips of war and i’4 fire-fliipsi under the duke of York, attacked the 
Dutch fleet under Opdam of 103 fliips of war and ii fire-fliips, and 
quite defeated itj many of the later being taken, funk, and burnt : and, . 
in the fame year our fleet took eight Dutch fliips of war, two Eaft-Indiai 
ihips, and many other merchant fhips.. 

Had the Engliih Eaft-India company better fortified' their ifle of 
Poleroon, which produced fine nutmegs and mace, (but according to 
others only cloves) it had not been fo eafily taken, as it was in this year 
by one Angle Dutch ihip from Batavia ; whereby the Engliih were quite 
excluded from ah the fpice iflands,, which the Dutch company has ab— 
folutely poifeiTed to this day;. 

This year a general valuation was made of the Engliih Eafl-Indiav 
company ’s capital; the- market price on the exchange of London being , 
then only yo per cent and it appeared that their flock was (as their' 
writers fay) intrinfiealiy worth 130 per cent ; and that in the remaining^ 
quarter of this year, and the compafs of next year, they are faid adlually. 
to have divided 50 per cent profit on their capital flock : but this feems- 
fomewhat exaggerated. 

There was a private company of merchants of Dieppe in Normandy,^ 
who, in early times, had carried on a trade to the river Senegal on the: 
wefl coafl of Africa j where, by means of a. fmall fettlement on an. 
iiland at the mouth of a branch of the river, they had carried on a con— 
fiderable trade. That branch of tradfe fell afterwards to certain mer- 
chants of the city of Rouen,, who this year yielded it to the French 
Weft-India company. The- later company being diflblved 10 years af- 
terwards, the old Senegal company refumed that commerce till 1681,. 
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when Colbert transferred it to a much larger number of merchants, whofc 
privileges alfo being thought too extenfive for their capital flock, a new 
Guinea company was thereupon ereded, to whom moft of their privi- 
leges were affigned ; and yet the old Senegal company continued to be^ 
a thriving fociety. A fingle member thereof, however, in the year 
1694, by their after ill management, bought out their privileges, and 
ereded a new company, who, by misfortunes, were obliged to make 
over their privileges to fome rich merchants at Rouen, who, with va- 
rious fuccefs, carried on the Senegal trade till the year 1718, when it 
was united to the Eaft-India company. The Guinea company, on the 
accefllon of King Philip V to the throne of Spain, had a grant of the 
affiento negro trade; which trade was, by the treaty of Utrecht, con- 
veyed to the South-fea company: and thus the main commerce of 
France was united to what they called their India company, compre- 
hending not only the Eaft-India, the American, the Guinea, but alfo 
the Senegal trade, by the wild fchemes of the duke regent- and Mr. 
Law, 

An ad of parliament was paffed this year for preventing the com- 
manders of merchant ftiips from delivering fuch fliips to Turkifli and other 
pirates without fighting, ; whereby, according to its preamble, not only 
merchants were much prejudiced and difcouraged, but the honour of 
the. Englifti navigation was likewife much diminifhed : to which fuch 
commanders were much encouraged by a pradice of thofe pirates, who, 
after they have taken out the goods, as an encouragement to maflers of 
fhips to yield, do not only reftore the fliip with fuch goods as are claim- 
ed by maflers or feamen, but do many times pay the mafter all or fome 
part of the freight. It was therefor now enaded, that where any mer- 
chandize fhall be laden on board any Englifli fhip of the burden of 200 
tons or upwards, mounted with 16 guns or more, if the mafter fhall 
yield the faid goods to any Turkifli or other pirate without fighting, he 
fliall thenceforth be incapable of commanding any fhip; -and the fhip 
fo delivered back to him, and alfo the goods, fhall be forfeited, to make 
good the lofs fuftained by the owners of the goods detained by fuch 
pirates, pro rata ; and the owners to have their adion againft fuch mafter 
for the remainder. And if an Englifli fhip, though it be under the faid 
tonnage and guns, be yielded to any fuch pirate not having at leaft 
double his number of guns, without fighting, the mafter fliall be liable 
to all the penalties aforefaid. Alfo, every mariner, refufing to fight fuch 
pirates when required by the mafter of the fhip, fliall forfeit ail his 
wages and his effeds in fuch fhip, and fliall be imprifoned for fix months, 
and kept dqring that time to hard labour. Moreover, mariners, laying 
violent hands on their mafter to hinder him from fighting fuch pirates, 
fliall fuffer death as felons. Maflers or mariners, wounded in defence of 
their fnip from pirates, fhall, on their return home with their fhip, re- 
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receive a compenfation from the owners of the fhip and goods, not ex- 
ceeding two per cent of the value of the fliip and goods fo defended, to 
be diftributed among the captain, mafter, officers, and feamen, of fuch 
fhip, or the widows and children of the flain, by direiStion of the judge 
; of the admiralty-court, in due proportion. And whereas it often hap- 
pens that maflers and mariners of fliips, having infured or taken up 
on bottomry greater fums of money than the value of their adventure, 
do wilfully calf away, burn, or otherwife deftroy, the fhips under their 
charge, to the great lofs of merchants and owners, fuch mafter, &c. lhali 
fuffer death as felons. 

1665.— -In the year 1665 the Dutch admiral De Ruyter not only re- 
took mofl of the forts which Sir Robert 7;'^olmes had taken from Hol- 
land, but he alfo took our own fort of Cormanteen, which they hold to 
this day by the name of Fort Am^erdam, They alfo feized the ifle of 
St. Helena, which was a refxefhing place for our Eaft-India fhipping,. 
and therefor was retaken even the fame year. 

Under the year 1645 we have given the rife of banking by goldfmiths^ 
in London ; and obferved how much they improved that new branch 
of their bufnefs after the relforation, by taking advantage of the king’s 
perpetual neceffities, from his unfrugal management of the public reve- 
nue, which he was conftantly anticipating ; partly proceeding from their 
readinefs to lend him at extravagant interefl:, and their taking to 
pawn the king’s bills, orders, and tallies. Neverthelefs, the number of 
bankers increafed fo much, and the money came fo fall into their hands^, 
by people to whom they paid a moderate intereft * for the fame, that 
all the public demands fell fliort of employing their whole calh- This- 
made them run into the bufinefs of lending raohey on private pawns at 
high intereft, difcoimting bills of exchange, lending on perfonal fecurity 
to heirs in expedlancy, &c. Thefe, and many other fuch methods of 
bellowing their cafli, w:ere about this time put in pradice by the gold- 
fmiths, fays the author already quoted under the year 1645, who, 
through the increafe of commerce, thinks the banking trade was at its- 
greatell bight in the year 1667, when the Dutch burnt our fliips at 
Chatham j but that difaller cauflng what is in our days called a run 
(probably the firll of its kind) on the bankers, it, infome meafure, lell- 
"ened their credit, which was entirely ruined, by Ihutting up the ex- 
chequer five years after, of which more in its place. As there was a 
great quantity of cafh in the kingdom at that time, this brief account 
may, in part, ferve to anfwer a query often made in our own days, viz., 
bow were monied people able to difpofe of their fuperlucration cafb, 
before the modern public funds exiHed ?' 

^ They generally allowed four per cent for the ufe of money lodged with them by widows, or- 
phans, or other perfons, who would nor have occafion for it for fome time certain. Merchants, who 
lodged their running calli, to be drawn for whenever wanted, received no interefl. 



520 A. B. 1665. 

• A violent peftilence in the courfe of this year fwepc off, in London 
alone, 100,000 perfpns, which was a terrible fhock to the commerce of 
England. 

In an obftinate fea-fight this year Letween the Englifli and Dutch 
fleets, both fldes claimed the vidory, which fhews it was a doubtful con- / 
Aid. They foon after met again, being about 100 fhips of war on each 
fide, when the Englifli fleet, commanded by the duke of York, obtained 
a real vidory, deftroying 20 Dutch Ihips of war. Soon after which, Sir 
Robert Holmes burnt 150 Dutch merchant fliips on the coaft of North 
Holland, and two of their fliips of war.: Yet in this fame year the 
Dutch infulted.our own coafts, making defcents in feveral places. 

In the fame year the Dutpi Eaft-India company’s privileges were re- 
newed for forty years longer. 

This year King Charles granted a fecond charter to the proprietors of 
Carolina, whereby he extended their limits fouthward as far as 29 de- 
degrees, fo that the mouth of the great river Miflifippi is included in 
their grant, and to 36^ degrees north latitude. Thus they had now an 
extent of 7^ degrees, or about 450 miles along the coaft, fouth and north, 
and an unknown fpace we ft ward to the South fea. This fecond charter 
ftiles the grantees, the true and abfolute lords proprietors of the 
* province and territory of Cardlina'; faving always the faith, allegiance, 

‘ and fovereign dominion, due to us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs for the 
‘ fame; to beheld in free and common foccage, as of our manor of 
‘ Eaft Greenwich, in 'Kent ; yielding and paying to us and our fuccef- 
‘ fors, for the fame, the fourth part of all gold and filver ore found with- 
‘ in their limits, befides the yearly rent of 20 marks.’ The patentees 
were empowered to grant peculiar titles of honour to great planters in 
■Carolina, fo as they fhould not be the fame as in England ; and, in con- 
fequence of this claufe, they accordingly, at different times, conferred 
the titles of caciques and landgraves, the former an Indian dignity, the 
later a German one. The patentees had alfo the power to enjoy quit- 
rents, and alfo reafonable cuftoms on merchandize ; but not without the 
confent and approbation of the freemen of the colony. Alfo to ereff 
forts, to incorporate towns and cities, to train foldiers, &c. 

The noble patentees immediately fet about planting that delightful 
country ; and all freemen who fettled there had 50 acres of land grant- 
ed to them for themfelves, and 50 more for each man-fervant; alfo 50 
acres for each marriageable woman-fervant, and 40 for unmarriageable 
ones. Covenant fervants, when out of their time, to have 50 acres alfo 
given them. The firft embarkadoricoft the proprietors L 12, 000. The 
fundamental conftitutions of its government were framed by the truely 
great John Locke, founded on the moft juft and generous principles, 
and calculated for encouraging men of aU perfuafions to fettle therein. 
The eldeft of thofe lords proprietors had the title of palatine ; in whom, 
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a-ffilled by three other proprietors, the executive powers in moil cafes 
were lodged ; and thofe four conftituted the palatine court, whofe de- 
puties in Carolina adled by their diredions. Its parliament confifted, 
in the upper houfe, of the proprietors or their deputies, with the go- 
vernor, council, caciques, and landgraves ; and the commons, or lower 
houfe, were eledled as in other colonies. 

The king granted a patent to. 60 perfons, and to all others of his fub- 
jedls, that had within feven years pafl traded to the Canaries to' the va- 
lue of L 1000 yearly ; and alfo to all others who fhould be adn^ted, 
whereby they were conftituted a body-politic, and were to enj 1, edhe 
foie trade to the Canary iflands, under a governor, deputy-govern(^«rfiid 
twelve affiftants. The grounds for this charter, as fet forth in its je . ta- 
ble, were, that the trade to the Canary ifles was formerly of greater 
advantage to the king’s fubjedts than at this time ; that>’by reafon of 
the too much accefs and trading of fubjedts thither, our merchandize 
were decreafed in their value, and the Canary wines, on the other hand, 
were increafed to double their former value j fo that the king’s fubjedts 
were forced to carry filver and bullion thither to get wines j and that 
all this was owing to want of regulation in tr ie This company, in 
fpite of the fion objiante in their charter to the atute of monopolies, had' 
judgment given againft them in the year i( when both houfes of 
parliament, in an addrefs to the king, thanl him for revoking their^ 
patent. And the third article of the impeach jnt of the lord chan- 
cellor Clarendon, by the houfe of commons, diredtly charges him with 
having received great fums of money for procuring this and other ille- 
gal patents. 

This year (according to the fupplement to Puffendorf’s Introdudlion 
to the hiftory of Europe) the hate of Genoa made the firft attempt for 
a treaty of commerce with Turkey, by their envoy going thither, un- 
der the protedion of Count Lefley, the imperial ambailador, though 
much oppofed by France. But (fays de Mailly, F. iii, I. 17) with all 
their endeavours they were not able to put off a fufficiency of their 
woollen cloth, in the goodnefs of which they were excelled by the Eng- 
lilh and Dutch, nor of their filver coin of five fols, (counterfeited from 
the French coin of that name, then in great credit in Turkey) w'hich 
the Turks named themins, to fupport the expenfe and dignity of their 
refident at Conilantinople, and their conful at Smyrna; fo that this at- 
tempt proved abortive. They again made a frefh attempt for this pur-- 
pofe in the year 1675, which alfo proved abortive, and we have not 
heard, that they have ever attempted it fince. The Genoefe, in their 
firfi; attempt, took advantage of the afiillance which France had afford- 

■^'The word in tkofe^d^ much-nfed, .biit little* underftood, and often ifijfapplied* 
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ed to the emperor in Hungary, and to the Venetians, in defence of 
Gandia. Yet, though thofe aids made a difference between France and 
the Ottoman Port for a while, Louis XIV found means, in the year 
1673, to renew his commerce with Turkey ; which Colbert now began 
ferioufly to think of, though retarded for the above reafons. 

1666— The Englifli fleet, under Prince Rupert and the duke of Al- 
bemarle, fought the Dutch admiral de Ruyter for four days fucceflively ; 
in which conflidls the Englifh are faid to have lofl 23 fhips, 6000 
mejlx killed, with the admirals Sir William Berkley, and Sir Chriflopher 
h^mes, befides 2600 men taken prifoners by the Dutch, who allege, 
th>at they loft only lix ihips, 2800 foldiers, and 80 feamen, with three 
•( ^ thei r admirals, and fundry officers. In Augufl, this fame year, an- 
ot^Srfea-fitjbt gave England the advantage j and, in the IMediteiianean, 
the French joined the Dutch with ^6 fhips, in hopes to ruin theEnglifh 
trade in thofe parts. A French fquadron likewife joining the Dutch fleet 
near Dunkirk, obliged ours to retire with the lofs of one of our fifty- 
gun fhips. Thefe terrible conflids are very varioufly reprefented by the 
writers of the oppofite nations, and, in fome refpeds, by different Eng- 
lifli writers. 

The vain and ridiculous competition (as Voltaire calls it, in his Age 
of Louis XIV) between England and Holland, for the honour of the 
•flag, and alfo concerning the commerce to Eaft-India, having kindled 
the war between thofe two nations, Louis XIV with pleafure beheld 
them deftroying each other, by the moft obftinate fea-fights that had 
been ever feen before in any age of the world ; all the fruits whereof 
(as the fame author juflly remarks) were merely the weakening of both 
nations. Thus, fays he, the fovereignty of the feas was for fome time 
divided between thofe two nations, and the art of fhip-building, and of 
employing them in commerce and in war, was perfedly known only by 
them. France, under Richlieu’s miniftry, efteemed herfelf powerful at 
fea, becaufe that of 60 fhips then in her ports, fhe could put to fea 
about 30, of which only one carried 70 cannon. Under Mazarine, the 
few fhips France had were purchafed of the Dutch. France was in 
want of officers, failors, manufadtures, and, in fhort, of every thing 
needful for {hipping. In the years 1664 and 1665, while the Englifli 
and Dutch covered the Ocean with near 300 large fhips of war, Louis 
XIV had not above 15 or 16 of the loweft rates; but he ufed his ut- 
moft efforts to efface the fhame thereof in the moft fudden and effedual 
manner. 

This year, the Engifh colony in St. Ghriftophers, in the Weft-Indies, 
was overpowered by that of France, in the fame ifland ; and they were 
entirely dilpoficffed of all their plantations, which, however, were re- 
ftored four years after. It was Purely very ill-judged in both nations to 
plant on the fame fmall ifland, which, however, wras not entirely reme- 






! 




At D. 1666. 


52J 

died, until, by the treaty of Utrecht, France ceded the whole to Great 
Britain. 

Parliament having found the ad [15 Car. II, c. 8] for preventing 
the importation of foreign live cattle ineffectual, now enaded, that all 
great cattle, flieep, and fwine, and alfo beef, pork, or bacon, imported, 
except for necelTary provifion, fhould be forfeited, the importation of 
fat or lean cattle, alive or dead, being unneceflary, deftrudive of the 
welfare of the kingdom, and a public nuifance And for the better 
encouragement of the fifhery, the importation or fale of ling, herring, 
cod, or pilchards, frelh or faked, dried or bloated, and of falmoia, eels, 
or congers, taken by foreigners, was alfo prohibited ; and anj 'p^rfon 
v/hatever was erhpowered to feize the fame, half for his own afe,, the 
other half for ’the poor of the parifh: provifo, that 600 heaeH 5 f''’&Iack 
cattle, of the breed of the ifle of Man, might annually be-dmported at 
CHefter only. The term of this ad was for feven years, and to the end 
of the firft iefiion of the next parliament, [r8 Car. II, c. 2.] 

It was prolonged and further ftrengthened by two fubfequent ads 
[20 Car. J/, c. 7 ; 32 Car. II, c. 2] by the later of which it was extend- 
ed to mutton, lamb, butter, and cheefe, from Ireland: yet by reafon 
of a late very great dearth of provifions in the year 1757, an ad of 
parliament allowed the importation of faked beef,- pork, and butter, 
from Ireland. 

Concerning thefe laws for prohibiting the importation of Irifh cattle, - 
many people think them in the main to be hurtful, and that it would 
be wifer to fuffer the Irifli to be employed in breeding and fattening 
cattle for us, than to turn their lands into llieep-walks, as at prefent, 
whereby they are led, in fpite of all our laws to the contrary, to fuppiy 
foreign nations with their wool, to our very great detriment. Of this 
opinion was the great Sir William Temple (in his Mifcellanies), and 
later experience has confirmed it. 

By a flatute for the encouragement of the woollen manufadures of 
England [18 Car. II, £-,4], it was enaded, that no perfon fhould be 
buried in any fhirt, fhift, or flreet, made of or mingled with flax, hemp,, 
filk, hair, gold, or filver, or other than what fhall be made of wooL 
only, upon forfeiture of L5 to the poor of the parifh, towards a ftock. 
or work-houfe for their employment. 

This is certainly a wife and falutary law, as it is a means of confum-- 
ing a confiderable quantity of our flight woollen manufadures : yet 
fuch is the vanity of too many, that they will rather forfeit 'L5, than, 
be inflrumental in promoting our own moft important mannfadture. 

^ Sir William Petty {luhis PolltkaJ furvey of Iceland ) that before this flatute took place 

three fourths of the foreign trade of Ireland was with England,, but not one fourth of it fince thafcv 
time^-'' 'jdk . . 
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Another good law was made for encouraging the coinage of gold and 
lilver [i 8 Car. II, c. 5] whereby both natives and foreigners were en- 
titled to receive out of the mint an equal quantity of gold and fiver 
coin for what crown gold or fterling filver they ihould bring thither, 
and in the fame proportion for over or under finenefs, without any ex- 
q)enfe whatever ; the charge of which coinage was now to be defrayed 
by a tax on wines, fpirits, vinegar, cyder, and beer, imported. 

The ifland of Antigua, one of the Caribbees in the Weft-India feas, 
about 20 miles in length and almoll as broad, by reafon of its having 
no frqfh-water brooks, was for a long time deemed almoll uninhabit- 
able and it was probably for that reafon that fome Englilh families 
fron^i the neighbouring illand of St. Chriftophers, who had fettled there 
^ouf the year 1632, foon deferred it again. Lord Willoughby de 
Parham, ha'?ing obtained a grant of it from King Charles in the year 
1663, now planted a colony on it, and it has profpered extremely, 
being the bell Englilh colony of the Caribbees next after Barbados and 
St, Chriftophers. It is noted for the bell harbours in all the Caribbee 
iflands, though fomewhat dangerous coming into them without a Ikilfui 
pilot. It is much troubled with hurricanes, often doing much hurt on 
Ihore, as well as on the adjacent feas. It is now well fortified at proper 
diftances; and by means of tanks, or ciftems, they make a tolerable 
Ihift to fupply themfelves with rain-water. They raife and fend home 
to Britain great quantities of fugar, rum, and melafies ; and many of 
the planters make very conliderable fortunes, and fettle in Britain. Yet 
for want of a fufticiency of frelh water, their Ihipping are obliged to take 
in their water at St. Chriftophers, which is a conliderable inconveni- 
ency. 

The moll extenfive and dreadful conflagration, that ever happened to 
the city of London, broke out this year on the 2d of September, burn- 
ing no fewer than 13,200 houfes, and moll of the churches and cor- 
poration-halls ; the damage, as has been ufually computed, amounting 
to ten million fterling. So vail a lofs of merchandize, treafure, plate, 
and houfehold furniture, and fo immenfe an expenfe for rebuilding the 
city in a more beautiful, convenient, and fubftantial, manner than it 
ever was before, was undoubtedly a great fhock and obftru£tion for 
fome time to the commerce of London : yet the noble city, by re- 
doubling its diligence, did in a few years recover its priftine foreign 
and domeftic trade, and has fince fo very much increafed in both, as 
to be, beyond all doubt, at prefent the greateft commercial city in the 
world. By the aid of two adls of parliament, it was fooner and more 
beautifully rebuilt than could have been reafonably expedled, confider- 
ing the great neceflity there was for difpatch for accommodating mer- 
chants and traders. 
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Since that terrible conflagration, the increafe of our foreign com- 
merce and our home manufadlures has been fo great, that the fub- 
nrbs of the city, as well as the adjacent villages and hamlets, have fo 
vaftly increafed, as in point of magnitude, though not of wealth, to vie 
with, and taken together, even to furpafs, the city itfelf ; particularly 
the vaft increafe of the hamlet of Spitalfields occafions flirprife to all 
who know, or have heard from their friends of but one or two genera- 
tions backward, that almofl: all that fpace of ground running from Ar- 
tillery-lane on the eaft fide of Bifliopfgate-ftreet quite down to Shoreditch 
church, next turning eaflward towards Bethnal-green, and then fouth- 
eallward to ’Whitechapel road, containing by common eftimation be- 
tween three and four hundred acres of ground, fliould have fince then 
been built up into almofl numberlefs flreets, lanes, alleys, and courts, 
filled with induflrious manufacturers, chiefly in the filk trade, and others 
depending thereon, to the amount perhaps of above 100,000 people, 
where probably not one fingle houfe flood little above 1 50 years ago. An- 
other vaft increafe of buildings on new foundations is the great number 
of ftreets contained within the compafs of ground ftill called Goodmans- 
fields, with Wellclofe-fquare, Ratcliflf-highway, and the adjacent ftreets. 
Northward there is the greateft part of the village of Hoxton built on 
fince about the year 1688, and all about Old-ftreet, on each fide, and 
up to Iflington road, to a place where a wind-mill flood, ftill called 
Mount-mill. The fine and extenfive ftreet of Hatton-garden, on the 
fite of the fingle houfe and garden of the Lord Hatton, the great num- 
ber of alleys in and about Saffron-hill (formerly called the bifliop of 
Ely’s vineyard), Brook-ftreet, Grevil-ftreet, 8cc. where formerly flood 
Lord Brook’s houfe and garden, as were alfo all the ftreets from the 
Strand down to the Thames, formerly only noblemen’s houfes and 
gardens. Weftward, on Red- lion-fields near Holborn, on which ground 
now flands Red-lion-fquare and Red-lion-ftreet, and many other ftreets 
built in and fince the reign of King James II, quite up to Bloomlbury- 
fquare (otherwife called Southampton-fquare), and thence to the town, 
as it was then called, of St. Giles’s in the fields, formerly a detached 
village, all the vacancy of which was built fince i68o-. More weftward 
and fouth- we Award ftill, all the buildings north of the ftreet named 
Long-acre, up to the place now called the Seven Dials ; Govent-garden 
and its neighbourhood, built up in the reigns of Kings Charles I and 
II, though fome part of it in the memory of many ftill living ; and north- 
ward from Leicefter-fields and St. Martin’s-lane up to Soho and St. 
Giles’s-road, and weftward to the farther end of Piccadilly, and from 
the north fide of Piccadilly up to Tyburn-road, including Soho) other- 
wife named King’s) fquare and Golden- fquare j and on the fouth fide 
of Piccadilly, St. James’s-fquare, Pall-mall, St. James’s-ftreet, Ariing- 



ton-llreet, &c. all which were paHure-grounds till about the year 
1680. 

In the city of Weffcminfter, ftridlly fo called, fince the year 1688 
there has been a great increafe of buildings towards Tothill-fields, &c. 
befide the fuperb Ilreets in our days ereded in the vicinity of the new 
bridge there. Laftly, lince the acceffion of the prefent royal family, 
there is fo great an addition made to the weftern fuburbs, where hands 
New Boud-ftreet and the other ftreets adjoining to Hanover, Cavendifla, 
Grofvenor, and Berkeley, fquares, as alone would conhitute a conilder- 
able and beautiful city ; and a confiderable addition has been alfo made 
in the proper city of Wehminfter, befides the great additions made to 
the nearly adjoining villages of Paddington, Chelfea, Knightfbridge, 
and Kenfington, weftward, and Marybone, Iflington, and Newington, 
northward, and more eminently to the famous village of Hackney 
north^eaftward ; and alfo eaftward to Mile-end, Bow, and Stratford, 
Wapping, and Limehoufe; and a new town growing gradually up 
fouth of the Thames from the fine bridge of Weflminfter, and at 
Stockwell and Ciapham, befides the many ftreets built on the marlli- 
grounds of Rotherhithe and Deptford, and alfo at Greenv/ich. 

Whither indeed can we turn or caft our eyes, eaft, weft, fouth, or north, 
where there are not great improvements on new foundations, all arifing 
out of the immenfe commerce of the antient and noble mercantile city 
of London ? 

Before the great conflagration the ftreets were very narrow, fo as in 
many of them the garrets on each fide projedted very near each other, 
the houfes being almoft wholely of timber, lath, and plafter, each ftory 
projeding beyond the next lower one ; wherefor, in order to widen 
many of the more public ftreets after this great difafter, there were twa 
extenfive adls of parliament palled [19 Car. II, cc. 2 , 3] for determin- 
ing in a fummary way the bounds of houfes and ftreets to be rebuilt in 
London ; and many and great alterations were made for the better in 
the width of ftreets and lanes, as in Fleet-ftreet, Ludgate-hill, Ludgate- 
ftreet, St., PauBs churchyard, Cheapfide, Newgate-ftreet, the Poultry,. 
Gracechurch-ftreet, Thames-ftreet, Old Fifti-ftreet, and from Cheapfide. 
to the Thames, then a poor, narrow, and crooked, lane called Soper- 
lane, now Queen-ftreet,. a fine new ftreet from Cheapfide up to Guild- 
hall, called King-ftreet, there being no other coach- way thither before 
the fire but by Laurence-lane. Thames-ftreet was raifed three feet *, 

* The Ilreets of a popurous town, ifnofpamedy and rebuilt, aodTo deep is Roman London buried' 
irmCt inevitably be railed in the courfe of ages by by the repeated accumulation of ruins above the 
the accumulation of rubbiih. The workmen, in original furface. The reader who is defirous of 
digging after the great fire,, found three different feeing a particular account of the Roman, antiqui* 
ilreets above each other, and at twenty feet under ties in and near London, may confult Shikeif^, 
the furface difcovered Roman walls and teffelated Gale, Maitland, and particularly Bugford's Letter;. 
pavements. So often has London been deflroyed printed with Leland'^s ColkBanea, V. Iviii., 
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to prevent inundations. Conduits, blocking up ftreets, were removed, 
and alfo fundry middle rows of houfes in many parts. The new and 
widened ftreets were to be at leaft 24 feet in breadth. Hereby alfo we 
learn, that the water-houfe adjoining to London-bridge had fupplied the 
fouth fide of the city with water for almofl a hundred years preceding. 
From Mincing-lane down a new way to the Cuftomhoufe feveral other 
ftreets now paffable by coaches were only foot- way thoroughfares, as 
Princes- ftreet near the new Manfion-houfe ; others were only open by 
mean gateways, as Shoe-lane, &c. and fome, as Bartholomew-lane, be- 
hind the royal exchange, had no exiftence at all. 

In order to widen the more public ftreets, much ground before built 
on was fet apart, fuch as middle rows of houfes in many ftreets, now quite 
clear of fuch nuifances, gateways turned into open ftreets. On the 
other hand, it is known that many of the great merchants houfes and 
city-halls flood on much more ground than at prefent, with gardens 
and large court-yards ; fo that, according to fome opinions, there were 
near 40C0 more houfes eredted after this conflagration than had been 
in the city before, and that confequently there are more people in 
it. Thus, for a few inftances, the famous Exchange-alley, on which 
fo confiderable a number of capital tenements now ftand, wax till that 
period only one fingle merchant’s houfe and garden, running between 
Cornhill and Lombard-ftreet ; and the like of Sweething’s-alley at the 
eaft end of the Royal-exchange. All Crofby-fquare, though not then 
burnt down, was, it feems, only the houfe and garden of Sir James 
Langham, a merchant. The like might be faid of Princes-ftreet, Gopt- 
hall-court. Angel-court, and Warneford-court in Throgmorton-ftreet, 
and of King’s-arms-yard in Coleman- ftreet, formerly fingle houfes, now 
containing many eminent merchants and traders habitations. Devon- 
fhire-fquare, with the adjoining back ftreets and alleys, were all built 
on the earl of Devonfhire’s houfe and garden, as were Bridgewater- 
fquare and adjoining ftreets on that of the earl of Bridgewater, which 
was burnt down in rbSy. The ground-plots of many other of the great 
houfes of the nobility and great merchants have had the like improve- 
ments fome few years before this great fire, though moftly fince, fuch 
as Prince Rupert’s in Barbican, the duchefs of Suffolk’s in Alderfgate- 
ftreet, where the earl of Shaftfbury’s and the bifiiop of London’s palaces 
ftill remain entire, the bifhop of Winchefter’s in Winchefter-ftreet, 
&c. all which, though happening in various periods of time, we have 
thrown together in this place, that we may not any more have recourfe 
to them hereafter. 

This year Captain Sayle, in the fervice of the new colony of Caroli- 
na, in his way thither, was driven by a ftorm on Providence, the chief 
of the Bahama or Lucay iflands j and on his return to England, with a 
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report of the condition of thofe iflands, King Charles II now granted 
them, by a patent to the lords proprietors of Carolina. 

Providence, lituated in 25 degrees north latitude, is about 28 miles 
long, and 1 1 miles broad, lies in the midft of fome hundreds, great and 
fmall, of dangeroufly-fituated illes, from latitude 22° to 27° to the 
northward of Cuba, and eaft of the coafl of Florida. Moll of them are 
goodfor very little, and more noted for frequent ihipwrecks, when fhips 
chance to be driven amongfl them by ilrefs of weather, and the tempeC- 
tuoufnefs of thofe feas, than for any material benefit they can afford us 
in time of peace, as lying feveral hundred miles out of the ufual eourfe 
of fhips to or from any of our own plantations ; yet, when we are- at war 
with other European nations, who have colonies in America, our priva- 
teers may be ufefully employed thereabout, as alfo our fmaller fhips of 
war, which the port of Naflau in Providence can well receive ; where- 
by, and by a royal fquadron llationed at Port-Royal in Carolina, the Spa- 
nifh plate fleets from the Havanna, in time of war, might be more eafily 
intercepted than by any fleet at Jamaica*. For thefe reafons it was 
judged proper to fortify Providence, and eftablifh a regular government 
in it : for,, fhould it be pofTefTed by any other nation, it might be a 
means of greatly injuring our American commerce. The Spaniards, 
jealous of a fettlement fo^ near to the Havanna, furprifed the Englifh 
there in the year 1641, burnt their habitations,, and- murdered the go- 
vernor, after which it remained a defart, till replanted in 1666. It was 
again negledted or deferred till about the year 1690, when the proprie- 
tors of Carolina once more repeopled it, and appointed a governor to 
it. In the year 17.03 the French and. Spaniards utterly wafted and de- 
populated the ifle of Providence, drove out the Englifh, carried off their 
negroes, &c. and demolifhed the fort of Naflau ; and fo it remained till 
the reign of King George I, when the houfe of lords addrefled the king, 
to replant and refortify the Bahama ifles, where pirates then had; their - 
ufual retreat Whereupon, in the year 1718, Captain Woods Rogers 
was fent regal governor to Providence, to whom moft of the pirates fub- 
mitted,.and accepted the king’s pardon ; and it has ever fince remained 
a regal colony, where there is a fmall town named Naflau, with two< 
good and well-defigned forts, ereffed in the year 1745, fo as to be now 
in a very good ftate of defence againft any enemy, Befides this princi- 
pal ifland of Providence, there are fmall Britifh fettlements on Harbour- 
ifland, and on Eleuthera, and a few families on fome other of thofe 
iflands, who join with the. inhabitants of Providence in the choice of 2© 
aflembly-men, to reprefent them all. Thofe ifles abound with many 
forts of good, and fome very uncommon, timbers, and with plenty of 

^ The advantages, which may arife from the local fituation .of thefe iflands in a warwlth Spalnj^were. 
dearly explained to government by Captain Rogers, in the year 1728; Aa,. 
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Itenes and lime : on Exuma there is excellent fait, and 'they have made 
fome effays at fugar-canes. The whole white people in them were late- 
ly faid to be about 2000. But the condition of fuch places is ufually 
fo fluctuating, more efpecially in time of war, that we can fay little 
more of them at prefent. 

By a ftate of the Dutch Eafl-India company’s affairs, publifhed this 
year, it appears that their fettlement on the Gape of Good Hope was al- 
ready in a pretty good condition ; their garrifon confifled of 500 men, 
and their new fort was nearly completed : they indeed complained of 
fome want of flaves for the cultivation of their lands, but their vines 
and olive trees profpered very well. 

1667.' — ^What Alderman Cockayne had fruitlefsly attempted for feven 
years together, (from 1608 to 1615) was effected in the year 1667 by 
making ufe of proper workmen, and taking other prudent meafures. 
For one Brewer from the Netherlands came over to England with his 
fervants, and had due encouragement from the crown for inftrucfing 
our people in dying and drefling the fineft white wopllen cloths, which 
were thereby brought to the greateft perfection before their exporta- 
tion. 

Since Captain Fox’s and Captain James’s attempts for a north-weft 
paflage through Hudfon’s bay in the years 1631 and 1633, we hear of 
no more fuch till the year 1667, that fundry perfons of worth and dif- 
tinClion who had been for fome years before confulting about that voy- 
age and difcovery, fitted out a fhip with merchandize from London, 
under the command of Captain Gillam, who pafled through Hudfon’s 
ftraits, and fo into Baflin’s bay, as far as 75 degrees northward : next 
he failed as far fouthward as to 51 degrees, odd minutes, where, in the 
fiver he named after Prince Rupert, one of the adventurers, he built 
Charles’s fort, the firft we ever had in Hudfon’s bay ; and he was the 
firfl: that ever praCtifed any thing hke real commerce in that bay. ’ Gil- 
lam canned with him two Frenchmen, who had lived at Quebec in Ca- 
nada, and who, upon the information of an Indian there, that the 
French, by travelling farther north, would come to a great bay or fea, 
had gone home to France to folicit for fhips to fail into Hudfon’s bay, 
but their propofal being flighted by the French court, our ambaflador 
there picked them up and fent them to England, where the noble ad- 
venturers employed them as above *. 

^ Before tBis time a fmall fettlement had been tague the Englifh ambaflador* GrofcilHer had alfc^ 
formed by fome Engliflimen, who had fortified a found fome of the men belonging to a fhip from 
poll; on Port-Nelfon river. They were furprifed Boiion in New-England, who had been left at 
and made prifoners by GrofeilHery the ehlef of the Port-Nelfon river by their fliip driving out to fea, 
two Frenchmen mentioned by Mr. Anderfon. Thefe particulars, together with a circum flan-- 
Some difputes, between Grofeiilier and thefe he tial account of Gillam's voyage, may be found in 
was connected’ with in Canada, obliged him to Farjler^s Dlfcoveries in the North, p, ^j6 of the 
feek for redrefs at Paris, where the ncgledl of the Englifh tranllatioii. M* 
government threw him into the arms of Mr. Moh- 
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France and Holland being willing to treat of a peace, plenipoten- 
tiaries met at Breda; and a peace between England and France was con- 
cluded, whereby the later ceded to England all their part of the ifle of 
St. Chriftophers, together with Antigua and Montferrat. On the other 
hand, the Engliih court, not then knowing or duely weighing the im- 
portance of the country of Acadia, or Acadie, part of Nova-Scotia, 
yielded it to F ranee. 

A treaty was alfo concluded between England and Holland, whereby 
it was agreed, that both parties Ihquld retain what they then poflefled. 
But before it was quite concluded, the king, imagining the peace to be 
certain, (fome fay too, for faving the money granted by parliament for 
lefs valuable ends) omitted to fit out his principal fleet to fea ; the Dutch 
at the inftigation of the French court, fent over De Ruyter with 70 
fliips of war, who, entering the mouth of the river Thames, took the 
fort of Sheernefs, which he blew up, with a great quantity of naval and 
military ftores, &c. Thence fending Van Ghent with part of his fleet 
up the river Medway to Chatham, where many of our capital fhips lay, 
they burnt four (the Dutch fay fix) of them, and brought off the hull 
of the Royal Charles : but two or three of the Dutch fhips running 
aground, they burnt them to prevent their falling into our hands, and 
fo returned in triumph to their own coaft.. But as the peace was now 
too far gone to break it off, it was foon after figned. We fliall here on- 
ly farther take notice, that the fort at Sheernefs has fince been rebuilt 
in fo fubftantial and judicious a manner., as probably will prevent any 
fach daring attempt hereafter. 

The difafter at Chatham created great imeafinefs in London, blpecial- 
ly among thofe who had truffed the London goldfmiths with money at 
a moderate intereft, which they had advanced to the king at a much 
higher intereft, on the fecurity of his revenue as it fhould come in_, the 
creditors of thefe bankers being juftly apprehenfive left a fudden flop 
Ihould be put to their payments at the exchequer.. The king therefor, . 
in order to quiet fuch imeafinefs in the people, who were continually 
demanding their money of the goldfmiths or banker s> ifllied his decla- 
ration for preferving inviolably the courfe of payments *in his exche- 
quer, both with regard to principal and intereft : although in lefs than : 
five years we flaall fee that he abfolutely difregarded this folemn decla- 
ration. 

At the treaty of Breda the Englifli minifters at firft infifted on the. 
Dutch Eaft-India company’s reftoring the fpice ifle of Poleroon ; Crom- 
well had indeed obliged them, in 1654, to reftore it; yet the Dutch- 
had again feized on it in the year 1.664. at length Poleroon was - 
agreed to be left to the Dutch, though it is faid to yield the beft nut- 
megs and mace of all the Molucca ifles. 

Nothing could more effeftually demonftrate the excellency of the 
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Englilli navigation ad, than the Dutch plenipotentiaries fo ftrenuoufly 
infifting, at this treaty of Breda, that that law was deftrudive of their 
commerce, and fliould therefor be made void. Yet, though our mi- 
niflers durft not go fo far, it was flipulated, that all merchandize brought 
down the Rhine from Germany to the ftaple at Dorr, fhould be deem- 
ed the fame as if they were of the growth of Holland, and might con- 
fequently be tranfported to England in Dutch bottoms. 

And whereas, during the war, the Englifli colony at Surinam on the 
coaft of Guiana had been attacked, and had furrendered to the Zea- 
land fquadron, and confidering that the uti pqffidetis agreed at this 
treaty to be the balls thereof, that colony was therefor yielded to the 
Dutch, which England had never made of any great importance to her 
commerce, though there were fome fine fugar plantations then in it, 
and alfo fome tobacco ones, the later not good for much. Surinam has 
ever fince been in their pofTeffion : and by the fame rule, the fine pro- 
vince of New-York, a much nobler exchange, was confirmed to Eng- 
land. Laflly, it was flipulated by this peace, that Dutch fhips of war 
as well as merchant fhips, which firall meet any Englifh fhips of war 
within the four feas furrounding Great Britain, fhall flrike the flag and 
lower the topfail, as formerly. But the heirs of Sir William Courten 
received no fatisfadion for the capture of his two fhips in India by the 
Dutch Eafl-India company, after much ftir made about it for many 
years pafl. It was, on the whole, rather a diflionourable peace for us, 
and an honourable and advantageous peace for the Dutch : for, although 
they hereby quitted all pretenfions to New-York, it was purely becaufe 
they were before quite difpoffefTed of it, and, being furrounded by the 
other Englifh colonies, they could never have been able to regain or 
keep pofTeffion of it. The province of New-York is faid by fome to 
have, on trial, yielded as good tobacco as Virginia or Maryland. It 
produces great quantities of corn, and has a profitable trade for furs 
and peltry with the Indians, and with the fugar ides for its horfes 
and pro vifions of all kinds, and pipe-haves, as alfo to Madeira and the 
Azores. 

We are at length arrived at fomewhat like a pacification between 
England and Spain in the American feas, vvhere till now both nations 
had in fome degree kept up a Hate of hoftility, even 'while they lived 
peaceably together in Europe, By this time indeed Spain’s old pre- 
tenfions to an univerfal fovereignty in the American feas were become 
obfolete; yet till now both nations took advantages of each other in 
thofe parts. The improving fpirit of the Englifli, and the great de- 
clenfion of Spain’s power, had gained them confiderable ground in 
America. King Charles neverthelefs thought it prudent at this time to 
agree to a general pacification with Spain in America, in a treaty of 
peace and alliance concluded with that crown; the eighth article where*^ 
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of, being the only one relating to America, or any particular com- 
mercial point, runs in the following ilrain, viz. 

‘ We do mutually agree to remain on the fame footing with regard- 

* to our American commerce, upon which the flates-general of the 
‘ United provinces of the Netherlands were put by the lixth article of 

* the treaty of Munfter, between Spain and the ftates-general in the- 
‘ year 1648, which runs in the following words, viz. 

‘ As to the Wefl-Indies, the fubjeds and inhabitants of the faid lords,. 
‘ the king and the ftates-general refpedively, ftiall forbear failing to and 
‘ trading in any of the harbours, places, &c. poftefled by the one or 
‘ the other party, viz. the fubjeds of the faid lord the. king ftiall not 
' fail to, or trade in, thofe held and poftTefted by the faid lords the ftates,: 
‘ nor {ball the fubjeds of the faid lords the ftates fail to or trade in> 
‘ thofe held and poftefled by the faid lord the king of Spain.’ 

This eighth article, though thus, loofely exprefled, was at leaft a tacit 
agreement of the utr pojjidetis in America, and was introdudory of an- 
other more explicit treaty three years after. 

About this time France, in the miniftry of the fharp-fighted Colbert, 
fet on foot the famous tapeftry manufadure at the Gobelins in Paris,, 
for this end, procuring from all foreign parts, drawers, defigners, paint- 
ers, dyers, dnd engravers, alfo workers in gold, filver, ivory, brafs, &c; 
which, under the diredion of the famous Le Brun, were brought to 
great perfedion, and thereby much money kept at home, which before 
was fent abroad for fuch ornaments and curiofities : as alfo every pof- 
fible means was ufed for improving old manufadures and introdu- 
cing new ones, and new branches of commerce. By fuch meafures, 
France foon became the great rival and fupplanter of England and 
Holland in moft foreign markets, as in Turkey, Spain, Portugal, and 
Italy, more particularly for woollen goods, with which, till after this 
time, the two former nations fupplied moft of the countries of Europe. 
Yet in fome refpeds the French overihot the mark, as even their coun- 
tryman Huet, in his Memoirs of the Dutch commerce, obferves : for, 

‘ by laying fuch high duties on all foreign merchandize imported, and 
‘ pretending to fell their own merchandize to 'other nations without 
buying any from them, they vainly imagined that foreign nations 
‘ could not be without French wares, for which too, they would pay 
' ready money to France, whilft the French took off npne of theirs. 

‘ This,’ he obferves, ‘ made both the Englifh and Dutch fet up many 
‘ of the manufadures which they were wont to. have from France, and 
‘ who, efpecially the Dutch, fold them in imitation of thofe of France, 

‘ much cheaper than France could afford to do, fuch, particularly, as 
‘ broad filks, gold and filver brocades, ribands, laces, hats, hardware, 

‘ watches, toys, paper, &c. and have fince been wonderfully fuccefsfui 
‘ therein.’ We may add, that in England our broad fiik manufadure 
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has been brought to great perfedion, as alfo that of hardware, watches^ 
and haberdafliery ; and our paper, quite a modern manufadure, fo far 
improved, as to fave great fums formerly paid to France. 

1668. — ^In January 1668, N. S. King Charles concluded with the 
ftates-general of the United provinces of the Netherlands a defenfive al- 
liance ; and in February following, a treaty of commerce, in fub fiance 
as follows, viz. 

Articles I, II) The king’s fubjedls may freely trade with fuch king- 
doms and flates with whom he is in peace, although the flates-general 
fhould happen to be at war with the faid kingdoms and flates ; which 
freedom fhall extend to all kinds of merchandize but contraband goods. 

III) By contraband goods are meant all forts of fire arras, gunpawder, 
and military inflruments of war : alfo ropes-, horfes, faltpetre, horfe 
accoutrements, faddles, bridles, &c. 

IV) But provifions of all kinds for the fuflenance of life may be 
carried freely even to the enemies of the flates, excepting only to towns 
befieged or invefted. 

V) Englifh fhips entering laden into any of the ports of the flates, 
with an intention to fail thence to places at war with them, fhall only 
be obliged to produce their paflports, containing an attefled inventory 
of their lading, and then may freely proceed. 

VI, VII, VIII) Other means to be ufed, where there may be jufl 
ground for fufpicion of carrying contraband merchandize. 

IX) Contraband goods, found in Englifh fhips bound to the ports of 
enemies of the flates, fhall be taken out j but neither the fhip nor the 
other merchandize fhall be feized. 

X) Merchandize fent by the king’s fubjedls in fhips belonging to the 
enemies of the flates, even though not contraband, fhall be forfeited 
together with the other goods in fuch fhips : but, on the other hand, 
whatever is found onboard Britifh fhips, though the lading, or part of 
it, fhould belong to the enemies of the flates, fhall be frecj except they 
be contraband goods. 

XI) And the fubjedls and fhips of the flates-general fhall, in all re- 
fpedls, enjoy all the before and after named privileges allowed to the 
king’s fubjedls and fhips, in reference to trade and navigation on the 
coafls and in the ports of the king’s dominions. 

XII, XIII, XIV) No violence nor injury fhall be offered by Britifh 
fhips and fubjecls to thofe of the flates, and vice verfa; and the com- 
manders of privateers, before they put to fea, fhall give fecurity to the 
value of Li 500 or 15,000 gilders for this end : but if a commander 
of any Englifh fhip fhall take a veflel laden with prohibited goods, he 
fhall not be allowed to open chefls, &c. nor to fell, barter, or make 
away with, them, till brought oh fhore in the prefence of the officers for 
prizes : and unlefs the prohibited goods make oijly a part of the lading,. 


in which cafe they fliall be prefently taken out, that the fliip may pur» 
fue her voyage. 

XV, XVI, XVII) The king promifes to do all poffible right and 
juftice in the cafe of prizes, and, in cafe of the flates’ minifters com- 
plaining of any injuftice in the fentences pafled, the fame flrall be re- 
viewed by his council in three months fpace. Neither fhall the con- 
troverted goods be fold nor difpofed of in the meantime, unlefs periili- 
able, but by the confent of the parties complaining, who, if they get 
a fentence in their favour, either in the firft or fecond inftance, fach 
fentence, upon giving fecurity, fhall be put in execution, although the 
other appeal to a higher court : but not againft the opponents, if the 
fentence fhould be pronounced in their favour. And finally, all the 
foregoing ftipulatiecns fhall be equally obferved by the 'flates in refped: 
to the fuits of the king’s fubjeds. ’{ColUBion of treaties, V. i, p. 136, 
■5^1732.] 

The ingenious author of a treatife, entitled the Britifh merchant, 
and many other w’^riters, loudly and juflly complain of the too much 
encouragement given to the confumption of French wines and brandies, 
filks, linens, hats, &c. He obferves, that, though a duty of a quart 
was this year laid upon French wines, W'hich raifed their retail price 
from to if, we flill took off prodigious quantities of them, and of 
aim oft every other fpecies of French merchandize, while the French 
'Were continually diminifhing their confumption of Englifh manufac- 
tures and merchandize by new and high impofitions, obftrudions, and 
at length prohibitions:: infomuch that the general balance of the trade 
of England for this fame year was moft grievoufly to our lofs, viz. 

Imported into England from all the world - L4,i 96,1 39 17 o 
Exported - • - - - - 2,063,274 19 o 

The imports exceed the exports, the fum of L2,i 32,864 i8 o 

This great national lofs was owing to our having a full trade with 
France. That full trade being afterwards prohibited, the general ba- - 
lance in 1699, was got to be fo far in our favour as Li,i47,66o : 10 : 9. 
Total gained by us, from having no trade with France in the year 1699, 
L3,28 o,525 : 8 : 9, which balance, in the year 1703, was increafed to 
£2,117,523 : 3 : lo-i-. Total gained byns, from our having no trade 
with France in the year 1703, £4,250,388.: 1 : io|-. A m*oft intereft- 
ing confideration. ’ 

At this time alfo the laudable Englifh fafhions of former times began 
to alter in favour of France. The women’s hats were turned into hoods 
made of French filk, whereby every maid-fervant in England became a 
ftanding revenue to the French king of the half of her wages. Many 
hats for men were likewife brought from France, which alfo fupplieci 
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rtafy with woollen goods, made of Englifh wool run to them, in return 
for Italian lilk, which France manufadured, and fold to England to pay 
for that wool. And whilfl: they laid fuch high duties on our woollen 
cloths as amounted to a prohibition, we were in a manner totally fup- 
plied with their linens, befide their wines, brandies, paper, &c. [Bri~ 
tijh merchant, V. iii, p. 315, ed. 1713.] 

This year the king, by the perfuahon of Lord Alhley, the chancellor 
of the exchequer, infiituted a council of commerce, confifting of a pre-- 
fident, vice-prelident, and nine other counfellors who, inflead of the 
former method ofj-eferring all commercial matters to a fluduating 
committee of the privy council, which was liable to many objedhons,- 
were to apply themfelves diligently to the advancement of the nation’s 
commerce,, colonies, manufadtures, and fliipping. But as this king was 
never long conftant in any very laudable regulation, he, a few years af- 
ter, laid afide fo very beneficial an inftitution, too expenfive alfo for him 
to fpare from his pleafures, whereby commercial concerns fell into the 
former way of a reference to a committee of the privy council. 

At length France was induced to conclude a peace with Spain at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, though on the following very difadvantageous terms for the 
later ; Spain now ceding to France the towns and forts of Gharleroy, 
Binch, Aeth, Doway, Fort Scarp, Tournay, Lille, Audenard, Armen- 
tiers, Gourtray, Bergues, and Fumes, together with their bailywicks,, 
ehatellanies, territories, and dependencies. Thus France got a firm^ 
footing in the very heart of the Spanifh Netherlands,' whereby the ba- 
lance of power between thofe two great nations was fhamefully fuffered- 
by King Gharles to be quite deflroyed ; who, had he had any great re- 
gard for England’s commercial interefts, or for the equilibrium of Eu- 
rope in general, might have undoubtedly prevented it. Yet Louis XIV 
fcarcely kept to this peace for fo long as two years time, without mak-- 
ing farther enci-oachments on the declining monarchy of Spain. At 
this time, however, Louis found himfelf obliged to reftore to Spain the 
county of Burgundy, commonly called Franche Gompte, the invafion 
of which and of the Netherlands had obliged Spain to make peace with, . 
and renounce all pretenfions on, Portugal. 

The king granted a new charter to the famous Ginque-ports, fituated 
on the coafls of Kent and Suffex, whereby he confirmed their antient 
privileges, with fome new regulations, more fuitable to modern times, . 
relating to taxes and the eledfion of their officers, &c. now of no ufe to 
our purpofe. Since our vaft increafe of the royal navy thefe Cinque- 
ports are no more of any great importance, though, as we have more 
than once Ihewn, they were greatly ufeful to our Norman race of kings 
in their expeditions to the continent, and alfo in cafe of threatened. 

^ The prefident had a falary of L8oo, the ’vice-prefideBt I4600J and the coimfeliors L500 each.-- 



invafions from thence, before there was any royal navy properly fo 
called. 

The timber of the king’s forefl; of Dean in Gloucefterlhire being of 
late much deflroyed, an ad of parliament direded, that eleven thoufand 
acres of the -wafte lands in that forefl: fhould be inclofed, for the growth 
and prefervation of oak-timber for the fupply of the royal navy, and 
the maintenance of fhipping for the trade of this nation. [20 Car. 11 , 
f. 3.] 

1669. — The author of the Happy future flate of Englanti acquaints 
us, that in the year 1669 there was 23,680 lb. weight of linen-yarn im- 
ported from Scotland into the port of London. He alfo relates, that at 
this time the French proteilants fettled at Ipfwich made linen of 1 3/ 
per ell. . 

De Witt, the judicious author of the Intereji of Holland, has the fol- 
lowing obfervations upon the improving commerce and power of Eng- 
land during about a century preceding this time. He fays, ‘ that when 
‘ the compulfive laws of the Netherland halls drove the cloth-weaving 
^ from the cities to the villages, and thence into England, and the cruel- 

ty of the duke of Alva drove the fay-weaving after it, the Englilh be- 
‘ gan to vend their manufadures throughout Europe : they became po- 
‘ tent at fea, and no longer depended on the Netherlands. Alfo by the 

* difcovery ofthe inexpreffibly rich cod-bank of Newfoundland the peo- 
■* pie of Br idol in particular were enriched. Moreover, the long perfe- 

cution of puritans in England has occafioned the planting of many 

* Englifh colonies in America, whereby they drive a mighty foreign 
‘ trade thither. So that this mighty ifland united with Ireland under 
‘ one king, — feated in the midfl: of Europe, having a clear deep coaft,. 
‘ with good havens and bays, in fo narrow a fea, that all foreign Ihips 

* that fail either to the eaftward or weftward are neceffitated, even in 
‘ fair weather, to Ihun the dangerous French coaft, and fail along that 
‘ of England, and in ftormy weather to run in and preferve their lives, 

‘ fhips, and merchandize, in its bays : fo that England now, by its con- 

* junction with Scotland, being much increafed in llrength, as well by 
‘ manufadures as by a great navigation, will in all refpeds be for’mid- 

* able to all Europe ; for, according to the proverb, a mafter at fea is 
‘ a lord at land ; and more efpecially a king of England, feeing he is 
‘ able, both by whole fleets . and private fliips of war, at all times to 
‘ feize on fhips failing by that coaft ; the wefterly winds, which blow 
‘ for the moft part of the year on this fide of the tropic, giving the Eng- 
‘ lifh great opportunities to fail out of their numerous bays and har- 
‘ hours at pleafure to infeft our navigation : of which formidable power 
‘ King Henry VlII was fo fenflble, that he dared to ufe this device ; (rai 
‘ adhareo prceejl, i. e. he whom I aflift fhall be mafter : and he accord- 
‘ ingly made war as he lifted ; fometimes againft France, at other times 
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againft Spain, though then ftrengthened with the German empire and 
thefe Netherlands ; making peace at his own pleafure both with King 
‘ Francis I and with the emperor Charles V, whom he dared fo horri- 
‘ bly to defpife as to repudiate his aunt Queen Catherine.’ 

Thus this able minifler of ftate lays down an immutably interefling 
leflbn for Britain, viz. ever to be fuperior to any other nation on the 
Ocean, whereby we lhall ever be fuperior in commerce ; and while there- 
by we preferve our great influence in the councils of the nations on the 
continent of Europe, we fhall increafe our wealth, and preferve our in- 
dependence, and confequently our liberty. Neither need we on this 
fubjedl to obferve, that our fuperiority mufl ever be very confiderable, 
not only on account of the guard of our own extenfive coafts, but alfo 
for the protedlion of our commerce in all the four quarters of the earth. 
This will ever be our great palladium •, and, according to the poet, 

^ We then moft happy, who can fear no force, 

^ But winged troops and Pegafean horfe P waller* 

This year the French prime minifler Colbert brought Van Robais, a 
Dutch merchant, from Holland, to fettle with 500 workmen at Abbe- 
ville in Picardy, where a new manufadture for fuperfine woollen broad 
cloth was very fuccefsfully fet on foot. It is fuperfiuous to recite all the 
privileges, immunities, and fums of money, bellowed on him and his 
workmen. From 30 looms, in the year 1681, he was encouraged to 
fet up 50. In 1698 Van Robais’s looms amounted to 80, and in 1708 
they exceeded too in number. The French king, to do the greater ho- 
nour to this new manufadory, gave leave to the nobleffe to be concern- 
ed in it, without detrading from their nobility. And to encourage the 
fale of theie and other French woollen goods in Turkey, hd advahced 
money to the merchants of Marfeiiles out of bis treafury, to be repaid 
after the return of their fhips from Turkey, whereby that city has gra- 
dually fupplanted England and Holland of much of their Tttrkey trade. 
And the apprehenfions of fome people go fo far as to think Marfeiiles 
will be able in time to engrofs the vdiole of it. 

France at this time, as has been already obferved, began to abound 
in all kinds of curious manufadures, toys, &c, with which they fup- 
plied every part of Europe. One me ft material thing, however, they 
hitherto wanted, for completing their fuperiority over the reft of the 
world, viz, a fuperiority of naval power. De Witt, who at this time 
wrote his Interefl of Holland, obferves, \part ii, c. 7.] that the French 
have very few fhips and mariners of their own ; fo that all their traffic 
is driven by Dutch fhips, and to Holland, or at leafl by unloading there, 
fome few Englifh fhips and traffic excepted : and when any goods are 
TO be tranfported from one French harbour to another, they are put on- 
VoL. II. ^ Y 
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board fliips of Holland. This was the cafe in his time. Voltaire (inr 
his Age of Louis XIV) fays, that this great prince foon after granted a 
bounty of five livres per ton for every new fliip built in France, where- 
by {hipping foon became more plenty : yet he fays, that fo ignorant 
were they then in France, that not a few condemned thofe wife mea- 
fures as pernicious. 

With refpedl to the woollen manufiidlures, there is a general miftake 
prevails with many even to this day, in imagining that the fine broad- 
cloth in France is principally fupported by our Englifh run wool, fee- 
ing it is well known that the real fuperfine cloth everywhere mufl; be 
entirely of Spanifh wool, and therefor often called Spanilh cloths ; and 
that though the fecond fort of French cloth is much meliorated by the 
help of our fine fhort wool, yet for thf*moft part the befl wool of France 
alone may. do well enough for their foarfe cloths^ And it is principally 
for their fine ftufFs, hofe, caps, &c# that the French find our foft and 
long combing wool (the held of its kind in all Europe) abfolutely necef- 
fary, feeing, without a certain proportion thereof mixed' up with their 
own wool, they cannot make thofe fine goods fit for the markets of 
Spain, Portugal, and Italy. Moreover, by running our wool to Ham- 
burgh, Holland, Flanders, France, &c. thofe countries are enabled to - 
manufadure thofe fluffs and ftockings, to the great detriment of our 
own manufadurers.: 

The French in our days take from us no other commodities tham 
what they can farther improve or manufadure ; or fuch as they cannot 
as yet be without, viz. raw hides, leather, beef, and butter, chiefly from 
Ireland; and alfo much leaf tobacco*. 

De Witt eilimates the increafe of the commerce and navigation of 
Holland in the fhort fpace of time from the pacification with Spain, in 
the year 1648, to this year 1669, to be fully one half He obferves 
that, during the war with Holland, Spain loft the bulk of her naval 
power : and fince the peace the Dutch have moftly beat the Eaflerlings 
and the Englifh out of the trade to Spain, all the coafts of which coun- 
try are navigated chiefly by Dutch fhipping; and for want of fhips and: 
failors of their own, Spain has now openly begun to hire Dutch fhips 
to fail to her Indies, though formerly fo careful to exclude all foreigners 
from thence: and fo great is the fupply of Dutch manufadures to? 
Spain, &c. that all the merchandize brought from the Spanifh Wefl- 
Indies is not fufficient to make returns for them ; fo that the Dutch 
carry home the balance in money. {Interejl of Holland, part ii, c. 8 J 

The fame great author, for the better illuftration of the increafe of 
the Dutch commerce and of their people, has exhibited the computedi 
number of the inhabitants of the province of Holland arid Wefl-Friefe- 
land at this time, with the feveral means whereby they are fupported^, 
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By the fifh cries at fea, and the feveral trades and traffic de- 
pending thereon - - 

By agriculture of all kinds, turf-making, inland filhing ; 
and by furnifhing thofe people with all forts of materials, 
they being hufbandmen - - 

By manufactures, ihipping, works of art, Stc. confumed 
abroad ; and by trades relating to the faid manufadures 
By navigating for freight and trade jointly, exclufive of the . 

fifhery and trades depending thereon. - - 

By all the above people, (men, women, and children) who 
muft be fupplied with what they want ; as food, clothing, 
houfing, furniture, and all other things for art, eafe, 
pleafure, and ornament - - - 

Gentry without employment, civil magiftrates, and officers, 
and fuch as live on their eflates or money, foldiers, the 
poor in hofpitals, beggars, &c. - 


Terfons. 

450.000 

200.000 

650.000 

250.000 

650.000 

200.000 


Total number of fouls in the fingle province of Holland 2,400,000 


He adds, ‘ that the eighth part of this number could not be fupplied 

* with neceflaries out of the produd of Holland, it being their gain by 
‘ traffic, which brings in the neceflaries for the other feven eighth parts 

* of the whole people.’ 

He alfo obferves, \part iii, c. 6] that the city of Amfterdam hath 
been enlarged two parts in three : and yet none can obferve that either 
the houfes or the inhabitants are thereby lefTened in value. Yea, that 
it is fo augmented in buildings, that the impofts on the bulky goods 
of that city only, in the lafl: farm, yielded above 30,000 gilders more 
than in the former farm j and we may affirm the like of Leyden, Dort, 
and other cities in proportion. 

In this fame year the Dutch Eafli-India company, after a long con- 
teil with the king of Macaflar, obliged him to yield to them the fort- 
refs of that name. 

King Charles having now received intelligence that the Spaniards had 
abandoned the mofl part of the great province of Chili in South Ame- 
rica, was advifed to attempt a fettlement in a country fo greatly abound- 
ing in gold, &c.: he therefor fent out Sir John Narborough, with a Ihip 
of 36 guns and a pink; with orders to make difcoveries on that coaflr, 
and in other parts of the South feas. He pafled the flraits of Magellan, 
and failed along the coafts of Patagonia and Chili ; but, as his orders 
were expreis not to molefl: the Spaniards in thofe parts, and as the Spa- 
niards at Baldivia would not permit him to trade with the Indians, and 
had feized his lieutenant and three of his failors, he judged it prudent to- 
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return home ; which he accordingly did by the fame Magellanic ftraits? 
which probably none after him has ever attempted, as the voyage round 
Cape Horne into the South feas is everywhere fo far better. He arriv- 
ed in England in the year 1671 ; and his obfervations and draughts 
were afterwards publiflied. Such a fettlement as was hereby propofed 
to be made in fo remote a part of the world from England, in fo tem- 
peftuous an ocean, and with fo obftinate a people as the Ghilefe, would 
have probably been attended with almoft infuperable difficulties ; fince 
Spain itfelf, though pofTefred of the countries north and eaft of Chili, 
has had enough to do to preferve their footing there. 

After an obftinate fiege of 20 months, the Turks took the capital of 
Candia (or Crete) from, the Venetians, and thereby completed their 
conqueft of the ifland. As Candia lies diredly in the way of the navi- 
gation to and from Conftantinople, the Turkifh ifles of the archipelago, 
Egypt, &c. it was a great eye-fore to them whilft in the pofleffion of 
Venice. It is commonly remarked that, ever fince this conqueft, the 
naval power of Turkey has greatly decreafed; poffibly, becaufe, fince 
being poflefled of Candia, they are more fecured and uninterrupted in 
their communication with Egypt and their other levantine provinces. 
Formerly the Turks were very formidable in thofe feas; and indeed 
fundry parts of their dominions afford great abundance of materials for 
fhip-building and naval fto res ; but as they never were much, and now 
lefs than ever, addicted to commerce, this reafon alone is fufficient to 
account for the prefent decayed ftate of their marine. 

It was about this time that the French Eaft-India company abandon- 
ed their fettlement in Madagafcar, as not finding it worth keeping, and 
transferred their principal refidence to Surat in India. Soon after, the 
king, by the patronage of Colbert, granted them the haven of Port 
Louis in Bretagne, for their fhips ; in virtue of which grant they after- 
wards eftablifhed their warehoufes, fhips, and magazines, at what they 
named Port L’Orient, near Port Louis. Colbert alfo obtained for this 
company a remiflion of 3 millions of livres due to the king, and an ex- 
emption from all duties on their imported merchandize ; notwithftand- 
ing all which, at his death, in the year 1683, their affairs were in a de- 
clining condition. i 

1670 — ^It was about this time that the wear of the flimfy mullins 
from India was firft introduced into England : before which time our 
more natural and ufual wear was cambrics, Silefia lawns, and fuch kind 
of fine flaxen linens, from Flanders and Germany, in return for our 
woollen manufadfures of various kinds, exported to thofe countries in 
very confiderable quantities. 

An additional acft of parliament was pafled for rebuilding London, 
uniting fundry parifhes, rebuilding the cathedral of St. Paul, and the 
parochial churches, whereby Pater-;nofter row, Warwick lane, Watling 
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' ffcreet, Candlewick ftreet, Eaftcheap, Swithin’s lane, Little Wood ftreet. 

Milk ftreet. Tower ftreet. Water lane, (near the cuflom-houfe) Rood 
lane, St. Mary-hill, Thames ftreet from London bridge to Puddle-doek, 
Pye -corner, Threadneedle ftreet, and the paflage at Holborn bridge, 
were directed to be widened ; and the Royal exchange, Gildhall, the 
' Seflions-houfe in the Old bailey, and the city prilbns to be enlarged. 

Two Ihillings more per chaldron were laid on coals ; in all three kil- 
lings. One fourth part of all monies appropriated for rebuilding parifti 
churches was to be applied for rebuilding St. Paul’s cathedral. The 
! channel of Bridewell-dock, from the Thames to Holborn bridge, (now 

j known by the name of Fleet-ditch, though it will foon lofe that name. 

\ alfo) was ordered to be made navigable. Alfo a new ftreet to be made: 

; from the weft end of Threadneedle ftreet into Lothbury, (this is Prin- 

j ces ftreet). Two pofterns for foot paflengers to be made at Ludgate, 

and the gate to be enlarged. [22 Car. II, c. ii.] 

> At this time King Charles II was enabled by two a<fts of parliament j, 

[22 Car. II, c. 6 ; 22, 23 Car. II, c. 24] to alienate his fee-farm rents, 

: the purchafe-money of which was prefently fquandered away, under 

, pretence of paying the king’s debts bearing intereft. Thefe rents were * 

a noble income and refource to the crown, ■which furely no wife king 
xvould ever have alienated, on any pretence whatever. The purchafers 
had very cheap bargains of thofe rents, though now they fell at very 
high prices-. Thus this improvident monarch completed what his pre- 
deceftbrs had begun and carried very far, xdz. to render themfelves ab- 
folutely dependent on their parliaments ; which ftiould be very far from 
difpleafing the true friends of England’s liberty. 

In fpite of prohibitions and penalties, tobacco was ftill cultivated in 
England ; wherefor a new a<ft was pafled to prohibit it : whereby the 
peace officers were dire<fted to fearch for and prevent tobacco growing: 
within their refpedive bounds and to deftroy the fame wherever found : 
with a provifo, however, as formerly, of allowing it to the phyfic gar- 
dens of both univerfities, or other private gardens for phyfic or furgery, 
t fo as any one fuch plantation exceed not the compafs of half a pole or 

I perch for every fuch garden. [22, 23 Car. II, c. 26.] To this a(ft there 

was added a claufe, expreftly repealing the word in the adt 12 
Car. II, c. 1 8 ; fo that now the produdt of the Englifli plantations brought 
to Europe muft be firft landed in England only, before they be rekip- 
ped for other parts. 

We have feen, under the year 1667, that till that year there was not 
the leaft mention of America in any treaty between England and Spain ; 
the later willing to keep up her antient claims in that Country, and the 
former determined to keep and improve the footing ke had gained 
■ there. The feeble condition of Spain, however, at length brought her 

j to reafonable conditions : and as the eighth article of the treaty of 
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.1667 was tliGUglit too general by the Spanifli minv '^n’-, they earneftly 
applied to the Englifli court for a more clear and expb> a'-ory treaty re- 
lating to America ; which was accordingly complied with by the king 
of England, upon the king of Spain agreeing to recognize the former’s 
right to ah the American dominions he was poUblfed of in this year, 
1670 ; when Sir William Godolphin, the Englilh minifter at Madrid, 
concluded the following treaty, viz. 

Article I and II) There ftiall be an univerfal peace, and a true and 
fincere friendfliip in America, as well as in all other parts of the world, 
between the two nations. 

Ill and IV) All enmities, hoftilities, &c. lhall henceforth ceafe be- 
tween the two kings and their fubjedls : and for this end both fides are 
to forbear all ads of violence, and to call in all commiflions, letters of 
marque, &c. and to declare them null and void. 

V) Both kings hereby renounce all leagues, confederacies, &c. to the 
prejudice of each other. 

VI) Prifoners on both fides, detained by reafon of adls of hoftility 
hitherto committed in America, to be forthwith fet at liberty. 

VII) Offences, injuries, and lofies, fuffered by either party in Ame- 
rica, fhall be utterly buried in oblivion. 

VIII) The king of Great Britain, his heirs, and fucceflbrs, Ihall al- 
ways pofTefs, in full right of fovereignty and propriety, all the countries, 
iflgnds, colonies. Sec. in the Weft-Indies, or in any part of America, 
which he and his fubjedts now pofTefs ; infomuch, that they neither can 
nor. ought hereafter to be contefted, under any pretence whatfoever. 

IX) The fubjeds, merchants, captains, mailers, and mariners, of each 
ally refpedively, fhall forbear and abftain from failing to, and trafficking 
dn, the ports and havens that have fortifications or magazines, and in all 
other places poflefied by either party in the Weft-Indies: but if at any 
time either of the kings fliall think proper to grant the other’s fubjedls 
any general or particular leave or privileges to fail and traffic in any of 
the places under his obedience, the faid traffic and navigation fliall be 
exercifed according to the form and effed of the faid leave and privi- 
leges fo granted them ; for the fecurity, guarantee, and authority, where- 
of this prefent treaty and the ratification of it ihall ferve. 

X) In cafe the fubjeds of either ally and their fhips, whether fhips of 
war or merchant fhips, fhall at any time be forced, by ftorm, purfuit of 
pirates or enemifes, or any other accident, to enter into any of the 
rivers, creeks, bays, havens, roads, and ports, belonging to the other in 
America, for protedion and refuge, they fhall be received and treated 
there with all manner of humanity, civility, protedion, and afliftance; 
fhall be allov/ed to refrefh themfelves, and, at a common price, to buy 
provifions and other neceflaries for the conveniency of their voyage ; 
and fliall be permitted to depart without let or moleftation. 
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XB Or if the fhips of either party fhall run upon fand-banks or be 
fiiipwrecked within the dominions of the other, or fuffer any damage 
there, the faid perfons fhall by no means be detained prifoners ; but, on 
the contrary, fhall have all manner of affiflance, and fhall have paflport 
for their free and peaceable return to their own country, . 

. XII) But yet, in cafe thofe fhips happen to be three or four together,, 
Ib as to give juft ground of ftifpicion; ; in fuch cafe they fhall, on their 
arrival, let the governor or chief magiftrate of the place know the caufe 
of their coming ; and fliall tarry no longer there than the faid governor 
or chief magiftrate will give them leave, after fupplying themfelves with 
provifions, and refitting their fhips. And they are ever to abftain from 
putting any wares or bales of goods on fhore to expofe them to fale t 
neither are they to receive any merchandize on board, nor do anything 
that is contrary to this treaty. 

XIII, and XIV) The prefent treaty to be inviolably obferved by both 
parties and their fubjedls. And particular offences fhall no way preju- 
dice this treaty : but every one fhall anfwer for what he has done, and 
be profecuted for contravening it. Neither fhall letters of reprifal, nor 
any other methods for obtaining reparation, be granted, unlefs juftice 
fhall be actually denied, or unreafonable delays be ufed ; in which cafe 
it fhall be lawful to have recourfe to the ordinary rules of the law of 
nations, until reparation be made to the perfon that has been injured. 

XV) This treaty fhall not derogate from any pre-eminence, right, or 
figniory, which either the one or the other of the allies have in the feas, 
ftraits, or frefh waters, of America. And it is always to be underftood, 
that the freedom of navigation ought by no means to be interrupted, 
when there is nothing committed contrary to the true fenfe and mean- 
ing of thefe articles.’ 

By this famous treaty, the pirates or buccaneers (who for feveral 
years had greatly annoyed Spanifh America) were cut off from all fu- 
ture protcdion from England in any hoftile attempts on the Spanifh 
American dominions, and all commiflions to fuch were called in and 
annulled j whereby a very troublefome thorn was taken out of her 
foot 

About this time Sir Jofiah Child publifhed his Difcourfes on trade j 
which, he tells us, he wrote at his country houfe in the ficknefs year 
(1665); and though written fo long ago, yet, taken altogether, it is ftill 
an excellent book on that fubjedh One of his greateft and moft fa- 
""ourite points was to perfuade men how much the low intereft of mo- 
ney contributes to the advancement of the commerce and riches of a. 

^ It was on the authority of this treaty (con- length obliged the king of Great Britain to de- 
lirmed by fubiequent ones) that EngKfh vefTels dare war againll Spain in the year 1739. And the 
failing along, though not landing on, the coafts of controverfy remains to this day undedded, thoiigli - 
the Spanifh dominions in Am erica, have been fo the freedom of navigation was exprefsly provided- 
much diftreffed by the guarda-codasj . which at for in the fifteenth article of this treaty* if, . 
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nation ; wKich he more particulaTly exemplifies in tTie Dutch : yet cer- 
tainly, in fome few leffer points, he pufhes the fubjed too far j and is 
for introducing fome Dutch cuftoms., which would not fuit the genius, 
laws, and conftitution, of Britain; fuch as transferring all bills of pri- 
vate debts ; gavel-kind, or dividing the eftate of a father equally to all 
his children. Such points feeming fitter for a republic, like Holland, 
wholely made up of merchants, than for a great monarchy, with an im- 
menfe fund of land. Yet, upon thewhoie, hisfoundati0ns,obferva- 
tions, and informations, are jufi, and very ufeful. 

In his preface, he aflerts, that our exports of native commodities to 
Spain and Portugal are more than tripled fince the year 1640. 

That in the Ruffia trade, the Dutch had in the preceding year twen- 
ty-two fail of great fhips, and the Englifh but one. 

That in the Greenland whale-filhery, the Dutch and Hamburghers 
have annually four or five hundred fail, and the Engliih but one fbip 
lafl; year, and none in the former one. 

That the Hollanders have the great trade for fait from Portugal and 
F ranee ; and immenfe fifhing for white herrings upon our own coafts. 

In the Eaftland (i. e. Baltic) trade, the Engliih have not half fo much 
to do as formerly; and the Dutch ten times more than they formerly 
had. And 

He fays, that the Dutch intereft of three per cent, and the narrow li- 
mited companies of England, have beaten us out of thefe and fome 
mother trades, which he could name *. 

He juftly remarks, that in all probability the Dutch would have long 
fince engrofled the trade of red herrings,- but for two ftrong reafons, 
lit, that the fiih for that purpofe muft be diredtly brought freih on 
fhore (as at Yarmouth), which the Dutch cannot do, becaufe the her- 
rings fwim on our coafts, and are at too great a diftance from theirs ; 
2dly, they muft be fmoked with wood ; which cannot be done on rea- 
fonable terms but in a woody country, which Holland is not. And the 
like may be faid of our pilchard trade, which muft: be cured and preiTed 
upon the land, which the Dutch cannot do. 

Neither can the Dutch gain firm footing in the Newfoundland and 
New-England fiiheries, as being managed by our weft-country ports, 
properly fituated for it. 

England (fays our author), has no lhare in the trade to China and 
Japan ; to both which the Dutch have a great trade f . 

As to our Norway trade, it is in great part loft to the Danes, Hol- 
-fteiners, &c. hy means of fome claufes in our aft of navigation 

He means here the Ruffia, merchant* ad ven- ij: Thofe northern nations bring their own pro^. 

-lurers, and Eaftland, companies. duce in their own fhips, which they navigate cheap- 

f Since his time Britain has long had the largefl: er than ours ; and therefor the greatell fliare of 
trade to China of any European nation, Jl. that trade mull naturally reO; with them-, 
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And with rerped to our having loft (as he juftly obferves) a very- 
great part of our former exportations to France, we need only to ob- 
ferve, that finee his time our legiflature have done all that was in their 
power to retaliate their great impofts on our draperies, by laying high 
duties on their wines, brandies, 8cc. and by rejecting the French bill of 
commerce in the year 1713, 

He fays that a great part of the plate-trade from Cadiz is loft by ns 
to the Dutch *. 

What he fays of the Dutch having bereaved us of the trade to Scot-- 
land and Ireland, is quite reverfed in our time. With regard to the 
former country, by the confolidated union of the two kingdoms ; and 
to the later, by the greater application of both nations. 

Fie well obferves, that no trades do fo much merit our care as thofe 
which employ moft fliipping ; fince, befide the profit by the merchan- 
dize, the freight is often more in value than the merchandize, and is all 
clear profit to the nation ; and the fliips and failors are an addition of 
power and ftrength to us. _ 

Next, he comes again to the brighter fide of our commerce, befides 
our two fifheries, &c. 

In our Turkey, Italian, Spanifh, and Portuguefe, trades, we have the 
natural advantage of our wool. 

Gur provifions and fuel, in country places, are cheaper than the Dutch 
have them. 

Our native commodities of lead and tin are great advantages. 

He juftly terms our acft of navigation om: Charta ifimitma, on ac- 
count of its many benefits to us ; as it compels us to import foreign 
merchandize in our own fhipping, and as it alfo fecures to us the foie 
trade to our own plantations in America. 

He fhews the vaft increafe of England’s riches, even in only twenty 
years fpace, i. e. fince the year 1650. 

For, ift, (fays he) we give generally now one third more money with 
apprentices than we did twenty years before. 

2dly, Notwithftanding the decay of fome,and the lofs of other, trades, 
yet, in the grofs, we fhip off now one third more of our manufactures, 
and of our tin and lead, than we did twenty years ago. 

3dly, Houfes in London yield twice the rent which they did before 
the conflagration in 1666 j and immediately before that difafter they 
generally yielded about one fourth more rent than they did ttventy 
years ago. 

4thly, The fpeedy and coftly rebuilding of London after that great 
fire is a convincing (and to a ftranger an amazing) argument of the 
plenty and late increafe of money in England. 

. Had lie lived till our time, be would have Teen more reafon to complain of the French In this re- 
fpedl, ■ jd* ■ 
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5thly, We liave now more than double the number of merchants andi 
{hipping that we had twenty years ago. 

6thly, The courfe of our trade, from: the increafe of our money, is 
ftrangely altered within thefe twenty yeai*s ; moft payments from mer- 
chants and Ihopkeepers being now made with ready money ; whereas 
formerly the courfe of our general trade did run. at three, fx,. nine, 
twelve, and eighteen, months time.- 

As to the objection, that all forts of men complain fo much of the 
fcareity of money, efpecially in the country, he judicioully anfwers, 

That this humour of complaining proceeds from the frailty of our 
natures: it being natural for men to complain of the prefent, and to. 
commend the times paft. ‘ And I can fay with truth, upon my own 
‘ memory, that men did complain as much of the fcareity of money 
‘ ever fince I knew the world as they do now : nay,, the very fame per- 
‘ fons who now complain of this, and commend that time.’ 

This complaint proceeds from many men finding themfelves uneafy 
in matters of their religion (i. e. the perfecution of the proteftant dif— 
fenters) j it being natural for men, when, they are difeontented at one 
thing, to complain of all. 

And more efpecially, this complaint in the country proceeds from the . 
late pradice of bringing up the tax-money in waggons, which did; 
doubtlefs caufe a fcareity of money in the country *. 

And, principally, this feeming fcareity of money proceeds from the 
trade of hankering, which obftruds circulation, advances ufury, and' 
renders it fo eafy that moft men, as fo on as they can make up a fum of 
L50 or LroOjfend it into the goldfmith which doth, and will occafion, 
while it lafls, that fatal prefiing neceffity for money fo. vifible through- 
out the whole kingdom, both to prince and people.. 

This paragraph, fo far as relates to circulation, merits explication : for 
the money fo put into the goldfmiths hands in thofe times was far from 
circulating, as the running cafh-notes of the bank of England, and. 
of fome bankers, do in our days; for in fuch cafe it would undoubtedly 
have increafed the currency j but as the bankers of London in thofe 
times advanced their money to the king on the credit of parliamentary 
grants, and thofe advances were then always at extravagant interefi; ; the 
bankers therefor, in order to be ready to fupply the neceffities of that 
improvident prince, were glad to allow a loxver interefi: for a certain 
time to people who brought their money to. them ; which trade certain- 
ly hindered the circulation of money, inilead of increafing it : but we 
{hall foon fee an end put to it, by {hutting up the exchequer. 

This famous author alfo infills much on the great advantage the 
Dutch had over England, in point of commerce, from the lownefs of 

Ums genilecnan’s time the dealings between London and the country were probabty not fo 
great as in our days ; and therefor bills of exchange might not then be fo eafily obtained as now. Jl. 


their cuftoms on merchandize- And yet he fubjoins, that two per cent 
extraordinai'y on the interefl of money, is worfe than four per cent ex- 
traordinary in cuftoms ; becaufe cuftoms run only upon our goods im- 
ported or exported, and that but once for all : whereas intereft runs as 
well upon our ftiips as goods, and mull be annually paid on both fo long 
as they are in being. 

He remarks how much Ireland has been improved by the late com- 
monwealth’s Engliih foldiers fettling on the lands of that kingdom : 
whereby that country was able to fupply foreign markets, as well as our 
own plantations in America, with beef, pork, hides, tallow,, bread, beer, 
wood, and corn, at cheaper rates than we can afford to do ; to the beat- 
ing us out of thofe trades. Whereas formerly (i. e. prefently after the 
late Irifh war, begun in the year 1640) many men got good eftates by 
iranfporting Engliih cattle thither. 

Such are the perpetual fluctuations in commerce- Infomuch that the 
Irifh, about thefe times, poured in their live cattle upon England, till 
we were obliged, for the pacifying of our landed gentlemen, to enadt a 
total prohibition of them. 

We have alfo feen in Our own times fo great an improvement in 
thofe refpeds in our northern continental colonies of America in rail- 
ing flocks of cattle, more efpecially of hogs, as alfo in producing corn 
and pulfe, that they in a great meafure fupply our own fugar colonies 
therewith, and with timber, pipe-ftaves, and other lumber (as they term 
it), and alfo the fugar colonies of other European nations. In times of 
dearth alfo, Pennfyivania and the Jerfeys have helped to fupply even Bri- 
tain and Ireland with corn. 

With refpedf to the benefits and advantages accruing to England from 
its Eafl-India company and trade, Sir Jofiah Child, who was an eminent 
direcflor and promoter of it, fuppofes it to be far from difficult to 
evince it to be the moft beneficial trade which England at that time 
carried on : which he lays down in the following pofiiions, viz. 

I) It employs from 25 to 30 fail of the mofl warlike mercantile fhips 
of the kingdom, with 60 to loO mariners in each fhip. 

II) It fupplies the kingdom conftantly and fully with that moft ne- 
cefiary article, faltpetre. 

, III) It fupplies the kingdom, for its confumption, with pepper, indi- 
go, calicoes, and feveral ufeful drugs, to .the value of 1.150,000 to 
Li 80,000 yearly *. 

IV) ‘ It alfo fupplies us with materials for carrying on our trade to 
‘ Turkey, viz. pepper, cowries, calicoes, and painted fluffs ; as alfo for 
‘ our trades to France, Spain, Italy, and Guinea, to the amount of two 
‘ or three hundred thoufand pounds yearly ; moft of which trades we 
‘ could not carry on with any conflderahle advantage but for thofe 

^ The tea' trade from China Was not yet introduced. 
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‘ fupplips. And thofe goods exported, do produce in foreign parts to 
‘ be returned to England, fix times the treafure in fpecie which the 
‘ company exports from England to India. 

He therefor concludes, ‘ that although the Eall-India company’s im- 
‘ ports greatly exceed its exports of our manufadures, yet, for the above 
‘ reafons, it is clearly a. gainful trade to the nation : he fubjoins to this, 

‘ ifl;, that if we had not this trade ourfelves, the fingle article of faltr- 
‘ petre, To abfoultely necellary for making gunpowder, would eofl: us a 
‘ vaft annual fum to purchafe it from the Dutch 2dly, the lofs of fo 
‘ many ftout ftiips and mariners would be a great detriment to the na- 
‘ tion : 3dly, were we forced to buy all oi\r pepper, calicoes, &c. from 
‘ the Dutch, they would make us pay as dear for them as we do for 
‘ their nutmegs, cinnamon,' cloves, and mace ; and if we did not ufe 
‘ calicoes, we fhould fall into the ufe of foreign linens*.’ 

In the ingenious Mr. Polexfen’s Dilcourfe on trade (1696), there is; 
the following remarkable paragraph, relating to our Engliffi Eaft-India 
company, viz. ‘ till after the year 1670, the importations from Eaft- 
‘ India were chiefly drugs, faltpetre, fpices, calicoes, and diamonds : 

‘ then throwfters, weavers, dyers, &c. were fent to India by the compa- 
‘ ny, for teaching the Indians to pleafe the Europeans fancies.’ And 
diis brought m us an inundation of wrought filks and ftufS of many 
various forts, whereby Our own manufadlures were greatly obftruded : 
wherefor, long after, the legiflature found it ncceflary abfolutely to pro- 
hibit the wear of them at home. So now they are all re-exported. 

After all that has formerly been faid on the following fubjedl, we are 
neverthelefs greatly obliged to Sir Jofiah Child in particular, for the 
firfl: judicious diflertation we have met with on the difficulties attending 
the means of difcovering the true ftate of our national balance of trade : 
wherefor we have thrown this, and the arguments of f)me other later 
authors together, on this curious and moft interefting inquiry, that the 
whole may appear in one view. 

There are (fay they) but three ways of judging whether the balance 
of trade be for or againft; us, viz. 

I) By difcovering the true value of our exports and imports from- 
the cuftom-houfe books 5 and this would doubtlefs be a good rule were 
it pra dicable : yet as there is a difficulty, and even an impoifibility, of 
taking a true account, as w'ell of the quantity as of the value of commodi- 
ties exported and imported, this rule will by no means efFedually ferve usk 

i) Becaufe many fine goods, as jewels, fine lace, cambrics,, rich filks, 
&c. are imported by fiealth. 

* The Immenic increafe and improvement o-f In the revolutions of trade and manufadluresy 
Scottiih and Irifn linens dnce ChikVs time have linens are now (1798) likely to be fuperfeded by 
rendered the ufe of foreign linens unnecefTary : horne-made calicoes, which, by means, of the great 
but the other arguments remain valid even to the faving of labour in the fpinning engines, are now 
prefent times* made much cheaper than them, M* 
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2-) In our remote out ports and creeks, the like is often true even of 
more bulky wares. 

3) The true quantities and qualities are not in many cafes exadly 
entered; more efpecially with refped to woollen goods exported ; be- 
eaufe many traders, to get a great name, and perhaps fometimes for 
worfe reafons, do enter greater quantities than they really export ; they 
paying little or no duty. 

4) As the rates of the cuftoms are in no kind proportionable on ex- 
portations ; fome of our own commodities being rated very low, as our 
drapery, filk-wares, haberdafhery,, and iron-ware ; others high, as lead 
and tin ; and fifh, in Englifti ftiips, nothing at all : and the rates of fo- 
reign , commodities imported are yet more unequal : befides, that fo- 
reign commodities, imported in Englifh fhips, fhould be valued only at 
prime cofl: and charges till OBboard; and thofe in foreign Ihips with- 
the addition of the homeward freight. 

Moreover, by accidents in trade, fuch as Ioffes at fea, bad rharkets, 
bankruptcies beyond fea, feizures, &c. the original flock may be leflen- 
ed, and the value of the commodities imported in return may be con- 
fiderably lefs than the value of the commodities exported, and yet may 
be the full returns ; and fo the nation no gainer, though the exports 
-^vere more in value than the imports. On the other hand, it may 
chance that the flock exported may meet with a very lucky fale, where- 
by the returns may be of a much greater value, though really but the. 
bare returns of the exports ; and fo-the nation no lofer, but in fadl a. 
gainer thereby, although the imports may exceed the exports^. 

Sir Joliah Child alleges the examples of Ireland, Virgima, and Bar- 
bados, to fhew the great uncertainty, in fome cafes, of the notion of 
truely dating the general balance of a nation’s commerce : ‘ For (fays 
‘ he) thofe thred countries doy without doubt, export annually a far 
greater value of the commodities of their native growth, than is im- 
‘ ported to them from- hence, or from any foreign country, and yet 
‘ they are not fuch great gainers, but continue poor.l With relpedl to 
Virginia and Barbados,, it may be remarked? on this able author, that 
even in his time thofe plantations*, and efpecially the later, were grow- 
ing rich ; for even then we find fome -of their overgrown planters com- 
ing home to fettle with their fortunes.. As to Ireland, it has been en- 
tirely the people’s own fault in not being rich then, through the lazinefs* 
and floth of the poorer fort,, and the luxury of their landed gentry, who 
affect to indulge- themfelves with foreign wines, manufadlures, &c. and 
many of them fpend their incomes out of their own country; yet, not- 
withflanding, Ireland in our days is weU known to be more rich and 
profperons than ever before ;. and has much more commerce and manu- 
fadtures than formerly, more efpecially that immenfely-increafed one of 
the linen and cambric .manufadlure.; giving jealoufy not only to Scot- 



land, its great rival therein, but to Holland and Germany, in a very 
great degree. » 

Moreover, the rule of judging of the general balance of trade from a 
nation's exports and imports, is very exceptionable when applied to par- 
ticular trades. Seeing it may happen, that although we may really im- 
port much more in value from feme certain countries than we export 
thither, yet the trade to thdfe very countries may be fuch an one, as 
either in its own nature we nannot be without, or elfe, in its confe- 
quences, is really produdtive of greater profit by the re-exportation of 
its merchandize firft imported hither. 

Let us, for inftance, fuppofe, what will readily be granted, that naval 
ftores, Spanilh woof and faltpetre, are three commodities which we can- 
ndtbe without-: the firif, for our whole navigation and commerce; the 
fecond,for our fine woollen cloth trade ; and the third, for gunpowder. 
Then, we fay, we fhould be neceffitated to carry on a trade with the 
countries which furnilh thofe three commodities, let the balance be ever 
fe much .‘■againft us ; or, in other words,, let our imports from thence 
-ever fo much exceed our exports thither. As to the firft, viz. naval 
ilores, the balance is greatly againfl us ; Denmark, Norway, and Swe- 
den, from whence we have the moft of our timber, taking off but very 
few of our merchandize in comparifon tvith the quantity we take pfe"' 
their timber, mails, deals, and tar, beiides ilockfiih, &c. ; and the like 
may be faid of the other countries within the Sound, from whence our 
other kinds of naval ilores come; as hemp, from Livonia and Ruffia ; 
oak-plank, from Pruflia, %c. Yet, until we can bring our own North* 
American plantations into a method of fupplying us entirely with na- 
val Ilores, there is no remedy^ The like might be faid of the other 
two commodities, even though the balance ihould be againft us ; nei- 
ther of which however is the cafe. * 

The fecond rule to judge of the general balance of our trade, is, to 
obferve carefuliy the courfe of exchange between us and foreign coun- 
tries. And if that be generally found againft us, that is to fay, if it be 
generally above the intrinfic value or par of the coins of thofe foreign 
•countries, we certainly lofe by the general courfe of our foreign com- 
merce : or, in other words,, they certainly fend us more of their mer- 
chandize than they take of ours. And certainly (fays Sir Jofiah Child) 
when once the exchange comes to be five or fix per cent above the true 
value or par of foreign monies, our treafure will be carried out, what- 
ever laws we may make to prevent it. On the contrary, we fhould be 
gamers if the exchange were fo much in our favour ; which is our cafe 
with Portugal, and alio with fome other countries, though perhaps not 
in quite fo great a degree ; from whence we adtuaily import much of 
their coin, by means of the balance beiitg in our favour. 

Yet even this rule, drawn frqm exchanges,, though a very plaufible 
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©ne (and the diligent obfervance whereof may be very ufefiil and ne- 
ceflary in many refpedls), is lifcewife liable to great variations on fundry 
accounts, occafioned from- the accidents which frequently happen in the 
public concerns of nations^ by wars, famines, revolutions, &c. More- 
over, there is no eftablifhed and diredt courfe of exchange with fundry 
countries to which we trade : fuch as Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Nor- 
way, Ruflikj Turkey, Barbary, Sicily, the Canaries, &c. For thefe rea- 
fons, this fcience. of exchanges, though a very ingenious inquiry, and 
which, , when applied to this ■ or that particular country, may often be 
extremely ufeful, will not, ..however,. fully anfwer the character of an ade-- 
quate rule to judge of the nation’s profit, or lofs by our general trade. 

The third, lad, and fiirefi:, rule to judge of the general balance, i. e. 
of the lofs or gain of the trade of any nation, is, By the increafe or de- 
ereafe of its general commerce and ihipping'. Yet even then we rauft 
not frame our judgment ralhly,, or for a few years only for nations, 
like private merchants, may make a great dir in dripping, exportations, 
and importations, and may feem to have a mighty gainful commerce, 
when perhaps in a? few years longer all this feeming gainful bufinefs 
may prove a confuming trade, and a vifible decay may foon follow in 
the whole body politic. - 0ur fhips may lie unemployed j our; failors; 
•may be gone into< foreign fervice ; our manufadfurers and artificers out 
or bufinefs ;■ our goods’ uncalled for j.our cudoms falling diort^- our 
poors’ rates inereafed, &c. Thefe are the fad and . fure figns' to a ' na- 
tion of a declining commerce. But on the contrary,, if a nation haS' 
for a long feries of years been increafing in all the above particulars;., 
if the number of our merchant fhips (and confequently of our ma- 
riners) be vifibly inereafed, and dill increafing ; if there be a greater 
general appearance of wealth and fplendour than in former times, viz. iiii- 
plate, jewelsjhoufehotd furniture, equipages, apparel, libraries, paintings, - 
medals, &c. which, indead of being only confined to a few of the great 
ones, as in old times,, are become diffufed amongd the- middling gentry 
and merchants , and even amongd the middling elafs of traders and ma-- 
nufadlurers; if the prices of lands. keep up and increafe ; and there is a.' 
greater appearance of money everywhere than formerly ; then we may 
undoubtedly pronounce that nation to be in a thriving condition. Andi 
that this is the prefent happy cafe of Great Britain, and even of Ire- 
land, whild we are now writing, is clearly demondrable and obvious. ■ 

Neither do the complaints of our.increafing luxury at all militate againd - 
this pofition ; lince luxury,.more or lefs, is, and always will be, the con- 
comitant of increadng wealth and commerce. Nor will it be of any; 
folid weight to objedt that feme particular branches of trade are decay- 
ing, if we increafe at lead as much, or more, in fome other branches. 
If we have, for indance, long fince lod the market of France, and per- 
haps partly of Italy and Turkey, for woollen goods,., how much more.. 
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■have we increafed in tile exportation of them to other parts of Europe, 
hut more efpecially to our American plantations ? which, ^according to 
Sir Jofiah Child, in his chapter on plantations, ‘ did (even in the year 
‘1670) employ near two thirds of all our Englifh flipping, and there- 

by gave conftant fuftenance, it may be, to 200,000 perfons here at 
‘ home.’ How greatly are our manufadures of filk, iron, glafs, linen, &c. 
•increafed of late years ; and of fine toys of gold, filver, fieei, and ivory, 
.and alfo watches, See. in the memory even of many thoufands ftill living ? 
Our cities and port-towns generally much increafed in buildings and 
-flipping ; not only in England, but in Scotland and Ireland. 

Though one of Sir Jofiah Child’s principal aims was to point out the 
increafing commerce of Holland, yet in the clofe of his preface he 
obferves, that the French and Swedes were as indufirious and careful in 
promoting their commerce as even the Dutch themfelves : for befides 
the many impofitions of the French on our ftiips and goods, fo high, 
particularly on our woollen cloths, as 50 or 60 per cent, the Swedes have 
laid fuch high impofitions -on their own merchandize,, unlefs they be car- 
ried in Swedifh bottoms, as amounts to almoil a navigation-adl in Sweden. 

"Vl^e have at this time, from De Witt’s Tntereft . of Holland, a fumma- 
ry account of the fliipping employed in their fi.lhe-ries by the fingle pro- 
vince of Holland alone, viz. V -the herring and cod fhheries emplo^^ 
‘ above a thoufand buiTes, from twenty-fo.ur to thirty lafts each ; adn 
‘ above one hundred and feventy finaller ones, that fifli at the mouth of 
‘ the Texel. And fince the Greenland monopolizing company was an- 
‘ nulled, that whale-fiflierjr is increafed from one to ten. So (fays he) 

‘ when we confider that all thefe filhing velTels are built at home, and 
the ropes, fails, nets, and calks, made here, as well as the fait furnifli- 
‘ ed from hence, we may eafily imagine there muli be an incredible 
‘ number of people who live thereby ; efpecially when we add that all 
‘ thofe people muft have food, clothes, and houfing, and that the fifh, 

‘ when caught, are tranfported by the Hollanders in their own veflels 
‘ tlixoughout the world. And indeed if* that be true, which Sir Wal- 
‘ ter Raleigh affirms (who made diligent inquiry thereinto in the year 
‘ 1618 J-, to inform King James of it), that the Hollanders filhed on 
‘ the coafts of Great Britain with no fewer than 3000 fhips and 50,000 
* men; and that they employed and fet to fea, to tranfport, and fell the 
‘ fifh fo taken, and to make returns thereof, 9000 Ihips more and 
‘ 1 50,000 men ; and if we hereunto add what he faith farther, viz. 

‘ that 20 bufles do, one way or other, maintain 8600 people and that 
‘ the Hollanders had in all, no lefs than 20,000 Ihips at fea. And, as 

^ The dubitative conjundlion i/*, wherewith De Witt ufiiers in a foreigner's exaggerated account of 
what he ought to have known better himfelf, gives reafou to believe that he took it up as moil coiv 
vciu’ent for his purpofe. M* 
f The date ought to be 1603. 

T Is there no millake in this number ? M* 
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* he alfo thinks, that their filhing, navigation, and trafEc by fea with 
‘ their dependencies fince Raleigh’s time to the year 1 667,’ (when he 
was reviling his work for its new and complete publication) ‘ is increafed 
‘ to one third more, we may then ealily conclude, that the fea is a Ipe- 
‘ cial means of Holland’s fubfiftence, feeing Holland, by this means 
‘ alone, yields, through its own indullry, above 300,000 lalis of fait 
‘ filh. And if to this we add the whale fins and whale oil, and our 
‘ Holland manufadlures, with that which our own rivers afford us, it 
‘ mull be confelled, that no country in the world can make fo many 
‘ Ihips lading of merchandize by their own indullry, as the province of 
‘ Holland alone can do.’ 

Under the year 1642 , we have given Sir Jofiah Child’s reafons why 
the Dutch have never been very fuccefsful in planting and cultivating 
foreign colonies. What he fays of the French he was certainly mif- 
taken in, viz. ‘ that they are not much to he feared on the account of 
‘ planting for, fince his time, what fine improvements have they not 
made on the illands of Martinico and Guadaloupe, and their other Ca- 
ribbee illands, as well as on the well end of the great illand of Hilpa- 
niola, whereby, in our own days, they have been able to underfell and 
L fupplant us in the fugar trade, and have thereby reduced our exports of 
^"thgt commodity to a very low ebb ; belides the quantities of indigo, 
cotton, ginger, and coffee, raifed by them in thofe iflands, and their 
great improvements in the ille of Bourbon near Madagafcar, and in 
Cayenne on the coall of Guiana, as well as on the continent of North- 
America, to our great lofs and cofl. It is indeed allowed, that thofe 
improvements were little thought of by the French till the time of Col- 
bert’s minillry, but they have ever fince been fteadily profecuted. 

What Sir Jofiah Child fays in relation to Spain, has hitherto proved 
true, viz. that Ihe can never equal England in the improvement of her 
American plantations ; by reafon of their high freight for their Ihip- 
ping, which he fays is four times that of ours, occafioned chiefly by 
their high interell of 12 per cent in Spain, and alfo by their applica- 
tion principally to their mines of gold and filver, whereby they lofe in- 
finite numbers of people, efpecially of Haves, negledling the cultiva- 
tion of the earth, and the produdtion of commodities which might em- 
ploy many Ihips and people *4 and lailly, by the multitude of friars and 
nuns prohibited from marriage ; and the like bad government in Ame- 
rica which they have in Europe. 

Laftly, with regard to the Portuguefe, although he allows that they 
have been great planters in the Brafils and other parts, yet he adds, 

‘ that if they do not alter their politics, (which he thinks impoflibl'e 

* Is it not at lead doubtful, \yhetlier, if England had fuch pretio us mines, fhe might not fall too 
much into the like iiegledl of agriculture at home 

Then let Britons he thankful to God* who has withheld from them thofe mines of indolence and 
ruin, and has bcftowed upon them ample mines of iaduftry and opulence. M, 
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* tliey fliould do) they can never bear up with us, and much lefs pre- 
judice our plantations. As we have already,’ in my time, continues 
he, ‘ beat their mufcovada and paneal fugars quite out of England, 

‘ and their whites we have brought down in all thefe parts of Europe, 

‘ in price, from L7 and L8 per cwt. to 50/ and L3. And we have alfo ' 
‘ much leflened their quantities, for whereas formerly their Brafii fleets 
‘ brought 100 to 120,000 chefts of fugar, they are now reduced to 
‘ about 30,000 chefts fiiice the great increafe of Barbados/ 

The great decay of England’s Newfoundland fiftiery, from 250 ihips 
in the year 1605 to 80 in 1670, Sir Jofiah Child- thinks owing princi- 
pally to the increafing liberty, which is everywhere more and more 
ufed in Romifh countries, as well as in others, of eating flefh in lent and 
on fifh days. Secondly, to the abule of allowing private boat-keepers, 
who can doubtlefs afford their fifti cheaper than the fhips from England 
can, becaufe the former refide on the place, and are generally old fiftiers. 
Thirdly, the great increafe of the French fiftiery at Placentia there. And 
he is of opinion, that the difplanting and difpeopling of Newfoundland 
would be an advantage to our fiftiing there, becaufe the charge of a go- 
vernment there is a burden on the filhing and the provifions, clothing, 
&.C. which the planters, or rather inhabitants, confurae, are fuppliedthem 
from New England and Ireland ; and they have their wine, oil, and linep.^- 
from the falt&ips of France and Spain. Befides, if the planters of New 
foundland fhould be permitted to increafe, it would happen to us in a 
few years in that country, as it hath done with regard to the fifhery at 
New-England, which many years fines was managed by Englifh fhips. 
from our weftera ports, as the Newfoundland fifhery at prefent chie% 
is; but as the plantations in New-England increafed, that fifhery fell 
entirely to the people there. Upon the whole, as fifhing fhips have 
ever been the breeders of feamen, it is our great intereft to increafe 
the number of them, who befides, fupport multitudes of Englifh tradef- 
men and artificers of various kinds.. 

Of New-England. he remarks, that by means of their cod and mack- 
rel fifheries that people are more proper for building fhips and producing 
feamen than, our other American colonies : and he adds,, that nothing 
is more prejudicial to any mother-country than the increafe of fhipping 
in its colonies that it, producing the fame commodities as England,, 
is therefor the leaft profitable to us. Yet he owns, that what they took 
from England amounted to . ten times what we took from them. Of the 
other continental colonies he lays nothing. Thofe ftatements, though 
true in his time, have fince, in fundry refpedls, undergone confiderable 
alterations with refpedt to our American colonies. 

King Charles this year, coined what was called crown gold, of 22 ca- 
rats fine, and 2 carats allay, into L44 : 10 per. pound weight, by tale, 
in pieces of i:o, 20, and 40^, and ; and,.a.. pound weight of filver,. 
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old flandard of ii ounces 2 pennyweight fine, and 18 pennyweight 
allay, into 6^ by tale, viz. into crowns, half-crowns, fhillings, fix- 
pences, groats, threepences, twopenees, and pence, fine milled money. 

The king’s coufin, Prince Rupert, and feventeen other perfons of qua- 
lity and diftindfion, having, in the year 1669, fent out Captain New- 
land to Hudfon’s bay, where he fettled at Port-Nelfon ; and Captain 
Gillam alfo returning, with fome fuccefs, in his profpedt of a trade with 
the favages in that bay, thofe noble adventurers obtained from the king 
an incorporating charter, dated May 2, 1670, reciting, in fubftance, 

‘ that thofe adventurers had, at their own great coft, undertaken an ex- 
‘ pedition to Hudfon’s bay, in order to dife over a new pafiage into the 
‘ South fea, and to find a trade for furs, minerals, &c. and having al- 

* ready made fuch difcoveries as encourage them to proceed farther in 
‘ their defign, by means whereof there may probably arife great ad- 
‘ vantage to us and our kingdoms ; and we being delirous to promote 
‘ all endeavours for the public good, do, by thefe prefents, grant for 
‘ us, our heirs, and fuccefibrs, unto them, and fuch others as fhall be 
‘ hereafter admitted into the faid fociety, to be for ever one body-cor- 
‘ porate and politic, by the name of The governor and company of ad- 
‘ venturers of England trading into Hudfon’s bay, with perpetual fuc- 
‘ ceflion, and to be capable of holding, receiving, and poffefEng, lands, 
^rents, &c.’ (without limiting the value or extent thereof) ‘ and to 
‘ alienate the fame at pleafure. They may alfo fue and be fued, have 
‘ a common feal, fhall have a governor and feven other perfons, to be 
‘ called committees, to be annually eleded out of the proprietors, the 
‘ deputy-governor to be eleded out of the faid feven committees : a 
‘ governor and any three of the committees for the time being, fhall 
‘ have the diredion of the voyages, and the provifion of the merchan- 

* dize and fhipping, and of the fales of the returns, as like wife of all 
‘ other bufinefs of this company : and they fhall take the ufual oath of 
‘ fidelity, as fhall alfo all perfons admitted to trade as freemen of this 
‘ company, who are to have the foie trade and commerce of and to all 
‘ the feas, bays, ftraits, creeks, lakes, rivers, and founds, in whatfo- 
‘ ever latitude they fhall be *, that lye within the entrance of the 
‘ flrait commonly called Hudfon’s flraits, together with all the lands, 
‘ countries, and territories upon the coafls and confines of the faid 
' feas, flraits, bays, &c. which are not now adually poflefled by any 
‘ of ouf fubjeds, or by the fubjeds of any other chriflian prince or 
‘ flate ; together with the fifhing of all forts of fifh, of whales, flur- 
‘ geons, and all other royal fifhes, in the faid feas, bays, &c. together 

with the royalty of the fea within their limits aforefaid ; as alfo all 
' mines-royal of gold, lilver, gems, and pretious flones, and that the 

^ The king, uncertain of the pofition of places within this bay, prudently declines the fpeclfica- 
tiou of any particular longitudes and latitudes in this charter. 
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‘ land be from henceforward reckoned and reputed as one of our plan- 
‘ tatioiis or colonies in America, and to be called Rupert’s land ; the- 
‘ company to be deemed the true and abfolute lords and proprietors of 
‘ the fame territories * ; faving always the faith^ allegiance, and fove- 

* reign dorninion, to us, our heirs, and-fucceflbrSj to be holden as of our 
‘ manor of Ea ft Greenwich, in free and common foccage : yielding 

* and paying yearly to us, our heirs, and fucceilbrs, for the fame, two 
‘ elks, and two black beavers, whenlbever and as often as we, our heirs, 

‘ and fucceffors, fliall happert to enter into the faid countries, &c. here- 
‘ by granted. The company may make bye laws, &c. for the good go- 
‘ vernment of their forts, plantations, and' fadlors, and may impofe 
‘ fines, &c. on offenders, not repugnant to the laws of the kingdom, 

‘ without accounting to the crown for the fame. This company may 
‘ not only enjoy the whole trade, &c. within the limits aforefaid, but 

likewife the foie traffic to and from all havens, bays, creeks, rivers, 

‘ lakes, and Teas, into which they fhall find entrance or pafTage by water 

* or land, out of the territories, limits, and places, aforefaid, and to and 
‘ with all the natives and' people within the teri'itories aforefaid, and’ 

‘ with all other nations inhabiting any the coafts adjacent to the faid' 

‘ territories and limits aforefaid which are not already pofTefled as afore- 

‘ faid by any chriftian potentate, or whereof the foie liberty or privb,,^ 
‘ lege of trade and traffic is not granted to aiiy other of bur fubjeds f.. 

‘ None other, than this company and their agents and afligns, fhall df 

* redly vifit, haunt, or frequent, traffic, or adventure, by way of raer- 
‘ chandize, into the faid limits, unlefs by licence of this company, on 
‘ pain of forfeiting flips and merchandize,, half to the crown and half 
‘ to the company.. Every perfon having Lioo ftock, is entitled to one 

* vote in general courts of eledions. . The company may fend Ihips of 
' war, ammunition, &c, and may e red forts in their territories as v'cll' 

‘ as towns may make peace and war wuth any prince or people not 
‘ chriftian : alfo may make reprifals on any others interrupting or 
‘ wronging them ; may feize on and fend home all fuch Englifti or 
‘ other fubjeds failing into Hudfon’s bay without their licence ; and 
‘ their governors, &c.,may fine or otherwife punifh offenders, and may 

* adminifter an oath for the difcovery of offenders, &c. ■ Laftly, all ad- 
‘ mirals, &c. are to be aiding to the company in the execution of the 
‘ above powers and privileges.’ 

This charter is. a: very ample one : and if our laws and free conftitu- 
tion,. and particularly that moft excellent ftatute made in the fecond’ 
feffion of the firft year of King William and Queen Mary, entitled An 
ad declaring the rights, and, liberties of the fubjed, and fettling the fuc- 

^ Tills Is alfd the ilile of the Carolina charters. 

jl This IS a faving claufe in behalf of the EatlTndia company’s charter, in cafe this company fhoiild,. 

Slid the fappofed pafTage from thence into. the South fta. , ■ 
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eeffion of the crown, had not limited the prerogative in the cafe of ex- 
elufive charters of privileges, this company would doubtlefs be abfolute 
in thofe immenfe territories : but the cafe, to our great happinefs, is 
now quite otherwife ; and h nee that great eftabliihment of our liber- 
ties, neither the Hudfon’s-bay, nor any other company, not confirmed’ 
by ad of parliament, has any exclufive rights at all : wherefor any Bri- 
tifh fubjeds may fail into Hudfon’s bay, fifh, and traffic with the nar, 
tive Indians there, may travel into, and make difeoveries therein, either 
by land or water, as freely as that company can do, as has fince been 
pradifed frequently in our own days. All the advantage, that the com- 
pany has over other adventurers thither, is purely the benefit of their 
own forts, fuch as they are,, whereby their agents can refide in fo*in- 
hofpitable a country during the winter, preparatory to their trading 
with the favages againfl the arrival of their fhips in the fummer ; and 
that thereby they have not only more fafety and protedion, but alfq 
have more experience in trading with the native Indians thereabout 
than any private adventurers can have, whofe fhips cannot with fafety 
remain in that vaft bay above a part only of our lummer, left they be 
ffiut in by the ice, which fills the bay with heaps of it like mountains. 
And indeed, even thefe advantages alone on the company’s fide are fo 
monfiderable, that they are not like to be fuccefsfully rivalled in hafle 
py any private adventurers. Their capital of about Liio,ooo, is con- 
fined to a fmall number of proprietors, who have three or four forts in 
different parts of Hudfon’s bay, in which they have in all about 120 
perfons, who, for nine months of the year, live in a manner fhut up 
within their forts, in low houfes calculated to defend them from the 
piercing cold, fnow, and rains. In fummer they go out and fhoot, hunt, 
and fifh, and meet with deer and wild-fowl ; and they have iome few 
wild fruits, as ftrawberries, dewberries, and goofeberries. From Eng- 
land they receive annually three or four fhips laden with coarfe woollen 
goods, guns, powder and fhot, fpirits, edgCr-tools, and fundry other uten- 
fils ; in return for which the natives fell them all kinds of furs or pel- 
try, goofe quills, caftorum,. whale fins and. oil, bed feathers, 8cc. and 
they make handforae annual dividends to their proprietors. 

‘ Mr, Bailey, the company’s firft governor of their fadlories and fet- 
* dements in that bay, entertained a friendly correfponclence, by letters . 
‘ and otherwife, with Mr. Frontenac then governor of Canada, who, in. 

‘ feveral years, made no complaint of any injury done to France by 
‘ the company’s fettling a trade and building forts in i-iudtdn’s bay, 

‘ nor did France pretend any right to; that bay, or to , the countries bor— 

‘ dering on it, till long after this time,’ as will be ieen in its place. 

The country around Hudfon’s bay is fo inhofpitable, that even m the 
moft foutherly part of the bay, in the latitude of bur 51 degree.^, it is . 
exceffively cold for about nine months of the year. In fo wretched, a„ 
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country, therefor, there can be no plantations, properly fo called, and 
much lefs any towns or villages. Our people therefor muft be fupplied 
from England with bread, beef, pork, flour, peas, and other neceilaries 
With the poor favages of the country there can be no- other commerce 
but by barter : thus, for inflance, the company for one beaver’s ikin 
give half a pound of gunpowder, four pound weight of lead-fhot, two 
hatchets, half a pound of glafs beads, one pound weight of tobacco, 
eight fmall or fix large knives, one large and two ffnall powder horns : 
for twelve good winter beaver Ikins^ a gun of the beft fort ; for eight 
ditto, the fraallefl: gun ; for fix ditto, a good laced coat ; for five ditto, 
a plain red coat j for four ditto, a woman’s coat ; and fo in proportion 
for kettles, looking-glafles, combs, &g. Arthur Dobbs, Efq. (fince go- 
vernor of North Carolina) in his account of this country, (^.to, 1744) 
gives us the particulars of one fale in the year 1740, wherein were 
37,780 beaver ikins, and 49,600 fkins of all kinds, 2360 pound weight 
of bed feathers, 160 caftorum, 610 whale fins, and 1 20 gallons of whale 
oil. And, as he fays, there are two fales every year, and that this com- 
pany referves three fifths of their beaver ikins for their fecond fale, but 
no other ikins, then the fecond fale mufl: have 26,670 beaver ikins, and 
both the fales mufl; have had 44,450 beaver ikins, &c. 

Although the French at Canada did not at firfl pretend to a property^ 
in the countries about Hudfon’s bay, yet in a few years after the com- 
pany was eftabliftied, (viz. in 1 674) they began to be jealous, and very 
troublefome to our people there, and they built a fort within eight days 
journey of our fettlement on Prince Rupert’s river. They alfo endea- 
voured, by underfelling us in their barter with the Indians, to ruin our 
trade and interefl with thofe favages ; for the nearefl parts of Canada 
are not 150 miles diftant from Rupert’s river. 

Carolina foon furmounted the ufual difficulties and difcouragements 
attending new plantations, and gradually became a very confiderable 
colony. Mr. John Lawfon, who had been furveyor-general of North- 
Carolina, and publiflied the Hiflory of Carolina {4to, 1718), has made 
forae good remarks on the excellency and fertility of its climate, and of 
its happy fituation. He obferves, that the befl filver mines of the Spa- 
niards lie direflly wefl from Carolina, and although none of that fort 
be hitherto difcovered in that province ; yet there is ftill a probability 
that fuch hereafter may be found, when the hilly parts weftward fhall 
be more frequented and planted; that none of our continental plan- 
tations are to be eompared to Carolina for its vafl quantities of naval 
flores, fuch as pitch, tar, turpentine, rofin, mafls, yards, planks, boards, 
timber of many forts, and fit for many ufes, pipe-ftaves, lumber, hemp, 
flax, all forts of Englifli grain, and alfo Indian corn f . Their flocks of 

^ Some fay that barley, oats, and peas, haye been fowed there with fome degree of fuccefs. A. 

t Rice, now its grand ilaple, was not then introduced, or only juib tempted. A. 
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cattle are incredibly large, and feed in their rank favannas or meadov/s, 
and they need no dry fodder in their mild winters : an advantage which, 
our more northerly colonies want. South-Carolina produces confider- 
able quantities of filk, and grapes in plenty, though not fo fine as in fome 
parts of Europe, for want of a good and more general cultivation ; fo 
that he doubted not but Carolina would in time become a wine coun- 
try. North-Carolina is a feparate government, and of a fmaller com-? 
pafs than the other, partaking more of the nature of its adjoining neigh- 
bour Virginia, both as to foil, climate, and produce, making therein 
Confiderable quantities of tobacco, their lands being generally richer 
than thofe in Virginia. In fine, all the experiments that have been 
made in Carolina have exceeded expedlation, and it affords fome com- 
modities, which other places in the fame latitude do not. It has rich and 
delightful paftures, fine hills and rivers, and a mofl wholefome air. It 
will, continues he, doubtlefs in time increafe the number of its produc- 
tions, and afford us thofe rich commodities which India, China, the 
Straits, Turkey, &c. fupply us with at.prefent, fuch as tea, coffee, drugs 
of various kinds, dates, almonds, &c. : which predidfion has fince, in 
a great degree, proved true in fa 61 . And though all that Mr. Lawfon 
has faid of the improvements of this excellent province were not com- 
leted fo early as this year idyo, yet as many of them were then pretty 
fir advanced, and as we fhall fcarcely have occafion to treat again of 
that colony during the remainder of this century, we thought it bell to 
throw all the above particulars together at this time. 

By an a6l of parliament, [2 2 Car. II, c. 13] it was enadled, that when 
wheat w^as hot above L2 : 13 : 4 per quarter, it fhould, upon exporta- 
tion, pay cuflom and poundage per quarter, viz. - Lo 16 o 

From that price to L4 per. quarter - - 0 8 o 

Rye at about L2 to pay - - - o 16 o - 

Barley and malt, not above Li : 12, to pay - - o i€ o 

Oats at 1 6/ per quarter, to pay - - - 0 5 4. 

Peas and beans at L2, to pay - - - - o 16 o 

This flatute permits the exportation of any fort of live cattle but. 
fheep j as alfo of beef, pork, butter, cheefe, &c. 

About this time, or perhaps a little later,, the linen raanufadfure be- 
gan to be eDcouraged in Ireland. It began among the Scots in the.- 
north of Ireland, where it has to this day flourifhed more than in any 
other part... It has, efpecially within the laft forty years, grown to fo 
vaft an extent, as to furprife all men, and to alarm all the linen coun- 
tries beyond fea, fo as not a little to affedt the general balance of trade - 
with thofe countries.. The vaft quantities of linen, which England takes- 
of the Infh, enables them to pay for almoft every kind of our produdt.'. 
and manufadture which we fupply them with. . Before they made muchs 
linen cloth, the people in the north of Ireland fent tlieir linen y_am 4 o 

3. 
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England. Ireland is really a mine of treafure to Great Britain, and is 
fo perhaps in a much greater degree than fome of our American plan* 
tations, fince much of what is gained in Ireland centers at length in 
Britain. And the ingenious author of a trad, entitled the Querift, pub- 
liflied fome few years ago, rightly obferves, that every fevere ftep taken 
by us with regard to Ireland, has been lefs injurious to it than advan- 
tageous to our foreign rivals. It is now clearly feen, that the prohibi- 
tion of live cattle from Ireland, in order to raife the price of our own 
lands, was not well judged. Even the reftridive laws relating to the 
woollen manufadures of Ireland forced the Irifli workmen to fettle in 
France, and thereby laid the foundation for the great woollen manufac- 
ture in that kingdom, although we muft confefs this laft point to be ex- 
tremely delicate on both fides of the queftion. 

About this time the duke of Buckingham procured makers, grinders, 
and poliihers, of glafs from Venice, to fettle in England. The manu- 
fadure has fince been brought to fuch perfedion, that the very fineft 
glafs is now fent from this country to all parts of the globe., even Venice 
itfelf not excepted. 

1671 . — The Englifh Eaft-India company entered into an agreement 
with the king of Golconda to pay him a certain annuity of 1 260 pa- 
godas for ever, inftead of the cufloms hitherto paid to him at Madra^^^ 
or Fort St. George, which is faid to have fince then proved a great be- 
nefit to the company’s increafing commerce at that place. 

1672. — The exportation of our produce and manufadures was en- 
couraged by an ad of parliament, [25 Car. II, c. 6] for taking off aliens 
duty upon all the native commodities, coals only excepted, and manu- 
fadures of England exported by foreigners : thereby putting them on 
a level with Englifh fubjeds ; whereas by the nth of Henry VII, c. 14, 
and the tonnage and poundage ad of the 1 2th (confirmed by one of 
the 1 3th) year of the prefent king, they were to pay double duties. 

By this law aliens were to pay only the fame duty for fifh caught by 
Englilhmen, and exported in Englifh fhipping, navigated as the navi- 
gation ad direds, as the natives pay. 

.It was in January 1671 (now 1672) that King Charles II was fo ill 
advifed by Sir Thomas Clifford, (for which he was created a peer and 
lord high treafurer) as to fhut up the exchequer, on which occafion he 
made a declaration in council, that it fhould be but for’ one year only, 
Thereby all the money which the London goldfmiths and bankers had 
lent to the king at 8 per cent intereft, befides certain confiderable ad- 
vantages in the manner of paying them the money weekly, as it came 
into the exchequer, &c. was made ufe of by him for his intended war 
agamfk Holland. The cruel and Unjuft feizure of this money, amount- 
in a; to Li, 328,536, and not even paying the intereft due on it, made a 
very great clamour among the creditors of the bankers ; and it was 

. ■ ■ 
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faid, tliat near 10,000 families were greatly hurt, and many of them 
entirely ruined. It was novsr faid, and even publifhed, that a flop of 
this kind, which fo much lellened the credit of the exchequer and the 
reputation of the crown, could proceed from nothing lefs than a refo- 
lution of the court to borrow no more hereafter but to take. The king, 
in bis printed declaration, declared, that, although, contrary to his in- 
clination, he had, been obliged to caufe a flop to be made as to the 
principal money, he would punctually pay it hereafter, and till then 6 
per cent intereft for the fame: at the fame time directing the treafury 
to fit out his fleet with that money. His main purpofes for fuch pre- 
' parations were, the ruin of the Dutch, the introduAion of popery, and 
the eftablifhment of defpotic power, without the control of a parlia- 
ment, for which ends he had entered into a fecret league with France, 
by means of the interview he had at Dover with his filler the duchefs 
of Orleans, jointly to attack the Dutch by fea, while France, the eleClor ’ 
of Cologne, and the bifhop of Munfler, fhould invade them in dif- 
ferent places by land at the fame time. But as King Charles had al- 
ready lavifhed away L2, 500,000 given him by parliament, and Lyoo,oo6 
given him by France, his cabal advifed him to this unjuft feizure of the 
bankers money, without which he could not fend out his fleet. As the 
payments were always wont to come weekly from the exchequer to the 
bankers, they were thereby enabled to anfwer the intereft and other 
demands of their creditors : which now failing, they could neither pay 
the principal nor intereft to the crowds of creditors by whom they were 
dayly befieged. But the king’s minifters paid no regard to thofe ruin- 
ed people’s lamentations ; and the exchequer long remained fhut, toyhe 
great detriment of trade and bufinefs. Yet, if p'oftible, to quiet thofe 
clamours, the king found himfelf neceflitated to grant them his patent 
to pay the faid 6 per cent intereft out of his hereditary excife ; but he 
never paid the principal; for although, after fome years, the exchequer 
was indeed opened, yet it was to no purpofe for the bankers principal 
money. That we may here complete this account of the bankers debt 
altogether, we fhall farther obferve, that, although it was not a parlia- 
mentary debt, the parliament by an a6l of the 1 2th year of King Wil- 
liam, [r. 12] after providing for a large arrear of intereft on it, fettled 
an intereft of 3 per cent on it for the future ; but this debt was there- 
by made redeemable on paying one moiety of the principal fum, being 
L664,263, farther confirmed by an adl of the 2d and 3d year of Queen 
Anne, [c. 15] which moiety was now therefor become the proper debt 
of the public ; and, being reduced from 6 to 5 per cent at michaelmas 
1717, it was finally fubfcribed into the South fea capital flock in the 
year 1720. 

^ this fubjecft Sir William Temple, in his Mifceilanies, makes the 

following remark : ‘ The credit of our exchequer is irrecoverably loft 
VoL. II. 3 4 B 
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V by the lafl breach with the bankers ; for credit is gained by cuftomv 

* and feldom recovers a ftrain. I have heard a great example given of 
‘ this, that happened npon the late King Charles I’s feizing £200,000 

‘ in the mint in 1638 which had then the credit of a bank, and for 
‘ feveral years had been the treafury of all the vaft payments tranfmit'r 
‘ ted from Spain to Flanders : but after this invalion of it, although the 
‘ king paid back the money in a few months, the mint has never fince 
‘ recovered its credit among foreign merchants/ 

Even fo late as this time, according to the anonymous author, who 
has fo judicioufly tranfmitted the curious hiftory of our London bank- 
ers, the receiving and paying of money from morning till night in an 
open {hop was fo new, that our author himfelf feemed to think it a 
flrange fort of a thing; and was by no means a friend to that kind of 
trade. 

Sir Jofiah Child alfo feems to be equally prepofTelTed againft it ; and 
freely attacks the bankers in feveral parts of his Difcourfes on trade. He 
accufes the bankers of his time, of being the main caufe of keeping the 
intereft of money at leaft 2 per cent higher than otherwife it would be ^ 
for (fays he) they give 6 per cent to private perfons for the money, 
which they lend the king at 10 and 12 per cent, and fometimes more. 
He inveighs againft what he calls this innovated pradlice of bankers, or 
this new invention of cafhiering, as produdive of many evils, which has 
made us fufped, that he himfelf might have been the author of the fmall 
trad on the Myftery of the new-fafhioned goldfmiths, of which we have 
made good ufe under the year 1645, &c. : ‘ for, by allowing their cre- 

* ditors, at this time, fo high an intereft as 6 per cent, (whereas, till the 
‘ king’s wants increafed his demands on them, they allowed but 4 per 

* cent) they make monied men fit down lazily with fo high an intereft, 
‘ and not pufti into commerce with their money, as they certainly would. 
‘ do were it at 4 or 3 per cent, as in Holland. This high intereft alfo 
‘ keeps the price of land fo low as 15 years purchafe, which would- 
‘ otherwife be at 20 years purchafe. It alfo makes money fcarce in the 

* country ; feeing the trade of banking being only in London, it very 
‘ much drains the ready money from all other parts of the kingdom.’ 

Upon the whole, whatever might in thofe days be faid, with truth, of 
the pradices of bankers, the cafe is at prefent quite otherwife ; and the 
difpatch given by our modern London bankers to merchants, and other 
dealers, is found fo convenient, that they are glad to lodge their main 
cafh with them, to be drawn out from time to time as they want it, 
without receiving or expedting any intereft whatever ; and the bankers 
generally get great fortunes, by prudently invefting a certain proportion 
of their calh in our national funds, and lending it on private pledges, 

^ This compulfory loan we have placed in the year 164.0. 
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■&c. What is faid on this fubjed, it is hoped, may fufEce for a general 
dliftory of private banking in London, even down to our days. 

Although the Greenland, or more properly the Spitzbergen, whale 
iifhing had been early pradlifed by the Englifh, yet it had been laid 
alide towards the later end of the reign of King James T, though confefF- 
edly beneficial for the employment of great numbers of ihips and fea- 
men, and the confumption of much of our provifions, &c. and fince 
cnir leaving it off, we were obliged to pay large fums to the Dutch, 
and to the Hanfe towns, for the oil and whale-fins which we had need 
of. Therefor an adf of parliament paffed, [25 Car. II, c. 7] for en- 
• couraging the Greenland and Eafkland trades ; and for the better fecur- 
ing the plantation trade ; in fubftance, viz. 

Il That, whereas Englifh harpooners could not now be got, the aft of 
navigation was hereby fo far difpenfed with, for ten years to come, pro- 
vided the fhip be Englifh-built, and the mafter and half the crew be ' 
Englifh, the other half might be foreigners in the faid fifhery. This, it 
is true, produced fome private attempts for reviving that fifhery, which, 
however, in feven years after, fell to nothing again, although neither the 
oil nor the whale-bone were to pay any duty ; but our plantation fhip- 
% ping Ihould pay ^for every ton of oil, and L2 ; 10 for every ton of 
whale-fins, imported in their own fhipping •, an.dhalf fo much if import-, 
ed in Englifh fhipping. If oil be imported in foreign fhipping, the ton 
of .oil fhall pay L9, and the ton of fins L18. In the firfl feflion of the 
,2d year of William and Mary, [c. 4] anno i6yo, this aft for the whale 
fifhing at Greenland was continued for four years longer ; but not fo 
much as a fingle fhip was fitted out in confequence thereof. ' . 

II) Ships trading from England to our plantations, and returning 
back laden with fugars, tobacco, ginger, indigo, logwood, fuflick, cot- 
ton, cocoa nuts, &c. and not giving bond to land them in England, 
were to pay fundry duties, needlefs here to be fpecified. 

III) For the encouragement of the Eaftland trade, it is hereby enaft- 
ed, that all perfons, natives or foreigners, may, from the rfl of May 
1673, have free liberty to trade into Sweden, Denmark, and Norway 5 
any thing in the Eaflland company’s charter to the contrary notwith- 
flanding. 

IV) Whoever (if an Englifhman) fhall henceforth defire to be admit- 
ted into the fellowfhip of the faid Eaflland company, fhall pay 40/*, and 
no more. 

Thefe two claufes proved a mortal blow to the Eaflland company 4 
for hereby all the north fide of the Baltic fea was laid open to all, and 
the freedom for trading to the fouth fide of it, was open to all for 4.0/! 
Sir Jofiah Child was of opinion, that the Eaftland company, by exclud- 
ing others (not free of their company) from the trade, had enabled the 
Dutch to fupply all parts within the Baltic with moft of the merchan- 

■ -4 B 2 ■ 


564 A. D. 1672.. 

dize ■ufually fent tbither^ viz, oil, wine, fugar, fruits, 8tc. And that tbe- 
Dutcb4who have no Eaftland company) bad then ten times the trade- 
thither that we had. And alfo to Ruffia and Greenland , where we have 
companies, and they have none, they have forty times the trade that 
we have, Laftly, to Italy, Spain, and Portugal, where we have no com- 
panies, we have yet left full as much, if not more, trade than the 
Dutch. 

This year King Charles declared war agaihfl: the Dutch, purfuant to- 
his fecret agreement with France, for, which his minifters were greatly 
puzzled to find any juft pretext whatfoever.. The author of Golbert’s^ 
life alleges, ‘ that by that fecret treaty the United Netherlands were to 
‘ be divided between thofe two kings ; but that Charles withdrew, from 
‘ the league, growing, at length jealous of Louis’s vaft fuccefs, who in 
‘ 40 days time conquered four of the feven provinces, and took 40. ci- 

ties.’ Such was Louis’s infolencci and fo much was he alfo at a lofs. 
for any juft reafon for invading the Dutchi that in his declaration of" 
war he only faid, ‘ that he could not,, without the dimunition. of his 
* glory, any longer difiemble his indignation, againft the ftates-general !’* 
without alleging fo much as one Angle fadl for the ground of his, inva- 
fion. The bare-faced, violence and injuftice of both thofe kings are- 
however foreign to our purpofe to enlarge on.. It is enough to remark,, 
that D’Etrees, with 40 French Ihips of war, joined the Englifh fleet at 
Portfmouth, and entertained our king; on board bis admiral-fhip v for,, 
by this time, Colbert had confiderably augmented the number and 
goodnels of the French royal navy -though it was not brought to its ut-- 
moft perfedion till fix years later.. King Charles alfo, to fecond the ra- 
pid conquefts of Louis, fent over the duke of Monmouth with 6000. 
Englilh troops to join the French in the Netherlands. In this fame fum- 
mer De Ruyter,. with above i oq Dutch Ihips of war, attacked the com- 
bined fleets of England and France, commanded by the duke of York,, 
on the coaft of Suffolk, and, after a moft terrible flaughter of gallant' 
men, from morning till night,, and the .deftrudion of feveral great ihips, 
the Dutch retired, to their, own coaft. In this, horrible conflicft the 
Dutch admiral Van Ghent and the French rear-admiral De laRobiniere 
were flain.. Our admiral,, the earl of Sandwich, difdaining to quit his 
ftiip when on fire, was blown up in her.. What pity fo gallant a man , 
did not die in a better caufe !. Inthemidft-of thefe diftrefies, the Orange 
party in Holland prevailed fo far as to get Prince William.* declared, 
ftadtholder, and the. two . brothers De Witts were, deftroyed. 

The earl of Sandwich was fucceededi . as prefident of the council of 
trade, by the earl of Shafteibury, lord chancellor. The preamble to this 
new commilfion, which, has never yet been in print that we know of, it. 

* Afterward king of Great Britain., 
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having been communicated to the author by a private friend, fets forth,, 
that, ‘ whereas, by the goodnefs of Almighty God, our dominions have 
‘ of late years been confiderably enlarged by the occalion of many 
‘ great colonies and plantations in America, and elfewh ere ; and both 

* our cuftoms and revenues, as well as the trade and wealth of our good - 
‘ fubjeds at home and abroad, much increafed by the mutual commerce 
‘ and traffic between thefe our kingdoms and our fard colonies and 

* plantations. And whereas feveral other colonies and plantations may 
‘ hereafter accrue to us, and many other great improvements may juft- 
‘ ly be expeded, if fufficient care be takeir for the encouragement, pro- 

* tedion,and defence, of our faid colonies and plantations, and of all our 
‘ good fubjeds in their refpedive trades and commerce, and a due regu- 
‘ lation be made therein. We have thought' fit to ered and eftablifh a 

‘ feled council, whofe employment fhall be to take care of the welfare .« 
‘ of our colonies and plantations, and alfo of the trade and navigation 

* of thefe our kingdoms ; and to give us a true and faithful 'account 
‘ thereof, from time to time, with their opinions and advice thereupon, 

* To that end know ye, that we, repofing efpecial trufl; and confidence 
‘ in your abilities,, &c. have confiituted, &c... (here the whole board is 
‘ named) to be a Handing council to us for all the affairs which do, or 
‘ may any way, concern the navigation, commerce, and- trade, as well 
‘ doraeftic as foreign, of thefe our kingdoms, (Tangier only excepted) 

‘ whether, immediately held by us, or by any others, in virtue of our ' 

‘ charters, already made or granted, or hereafter to be fo made or 
‘ granted *. And for the better affiftance of our faid council in all 
‘ their debates and confultations, it fhall be lawful for our moft dear 
‘ brother James duke of York, our high admiral, our moft dear coufin 
‘ Prince Rupert, (and feveral other great perfonages therein named) to 
‘ be prefent at their debates and refolutions,’ &c. Yet, in a few years 
time, all thefe fine words came juft to nothing, the commiffion being 
entirely dropped his luxury, and his fchemes for the advancement of 
popery and lawlefs power, not permitting him to be long at fo much an- 
nual expenfe for fo good a purpofe. This commiffion was faid to have 
been principally promoted by. the; chancellor Shaftefbury. 

The court . of France (or rather.Golbert) oh ferving, that all the moft 
confiderable European nations trading to Eaft-India faw it extremely 
needful to have a fettlement near the fouth end of Africa, for the con- • 
veniency of their fhips in . thofe voyages, now made a fettlement on the . 
ifle then ; called Mafcaregnas, which they have fince named Bourbon, 
which is about 370 miles, eaft .of the great ifland of Madagafcar, and. 
about 40 leagues in compafs. There their fhips meet with proper. 
refreftiments, the ifland being well watered, and abounding in manyt 

This claofe refers to the Englife Incorporated companies, 


ibrts of trees, plants, and fruits, witli horned cattle, hogs, and goats, 
(hrought originally thi^^ Europe by the Portuguefe) alfo with, 

wild fowl, turtles, &c. and of late years yielding coffee, and fundry 
other improvements *. - 

Voltaire (though in many things not abfolutely to be relied on, yet 
in thefe matters may be better liftened to) obferves, in his jige of Louis 
XIF, how greatly he had improved, fortified, and adorned France : ‘ It 
‘ was (fays he) wonderful to behold the fea-ports, which before were 
‘ deferted and in ruins, now furrounded by works, at once both their 
‘ ornament and defence, covered alfo with fliips and mariners, and con- 
‘ taining already near '6o large fhips of war. New colonies, under the 
' protedion of his flag, w^re fent from all parts into America, Eaft-Tn- 

* dia, and Africa : a wonderful change this in fix year’s time. More- 
over, every year of Colbert’s rainiftry, from 1663 to this year 1672, 

‘ was diftinguifhed by the eftablilhment of fome new manufadlure, fuch 

• as fine woollen cloth, filk, and glaffes (wfith w'hich, till this time, Ve- 
^ nice had fupplied all Europe). He alfo procured from England the fe- 
f cret of the ftocking-frame, of Englifli invention, by which flockings 

* .are made ten times quicker than by the knitting needles ; the manu- 
‘ faClures off carpets alfo, and of fine tapeftries, were introduced ; alfo 
^ wrought-iron ware, ffeel, fine earthen ware, Morocco leather,’ &c. 

‘ While fuch vafl; improvements were making at home, Louis in this 
‘ fummer kept his court at Utrecht, and his troops were making excur- 
‘ fions within one league of Amfterdam itfelf. Thus was -the greatell 
mercantile ftate that ever exifted upon the x^ery brink of utter deftruc- 
‘ tion, A moment’s diligence would have put that king in pofleflion of 

* Amfterdam. The richeft families, and thofe who were moft defirous 

* of liberty, prepared to embark for Batavia, and fly even to the extre- 
‘ mities of the world. The fliips capable to make this voyage were 

* numbered, and it was found that 50,0.00 families might be embark- 
‘ ed. The Dutch w^ould no longer have exifted but in the moft diftant 
‘ part of the Eaft-Indies and thefe European provinces, which fubfift 
‘ only by their Afian riches, their commerce, and (if a Frenchman may 

fay fo) by their liberty, would on a fudden have been ruined and de- 
‘ populated. Amfterdam, the warehoufe and magazine of Europe, 
^ wherein commerce and the arts are cultivated by 300,000 people, 
‘ v/ould have prefently become only one vaft lake ; and the adjacent 
‘ lands, which require an immenfe expenfe to raife and maintain their 
‘ banks, would probably at once have wanted both the fupport of men 
‘ -and. money, and would at length have been overwhelmed by the fea, 

* leaving Louis XIV only the wretched glory of having deftroyed one 

The firft fettleraent of the French at Bourbon is dated in 1655, and the more effeftual one in 
1-671, by Vifcoaal De Vaux, in his Hiftoiy of Mauritius, publifhed in 1801. ' Jt£. 
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of tEe fineft' and/ moft extraordinary monuments of human induftry.- 
Four deputies, came to the king’s camp to implore his clemency for a 
republic, which fix months before had thought herfejf the arbitrator 
between kings. Thofe fuppliants were received witb haughtinefs, and 
even with inlults and raillery, by Louvois the minifter, and were made 
to return feveral times. At length the king ordered his determina- 
tion to be declared to them, viz. ift, the ftates to deliver up all they" 
pofiefied on the other fide the Rhine, with Nimeguen, and feveral: 
other towns and forts in the heart of their territories : 2dly, to pa5r 
the king 20 millions : 3dly, that France for the future fhould be maf- 
ter of all the great roads of- Holland, both by land and water, with- 
out paying any tolls : 4thly, that the catholic religion fhould be every- 
where reflored : 5thly, that the republic fhould annually fend an am- 
baffador extraordinary to the French court with a gold medal, whe^'~"^ 
on fhould be engraved an acknowlegment that they held their lib^&J\, 
ties of Louis XIV : 6thly, and finally, that they fhould alfo make fa- 
tisfadlion to the king of England and the princes of the empire, par- 
ticularly thofe of Cologne and Munfter, by whom Holland ftill conti- 
nued to be ravaged. 

‘ Thefe conditions,’ (continues Voltaire) ‘ which approacITed fo near 
to flavery, appeared intolerable ; and the rigour of the conqueror in- 
fpired the vanquifhed with a defperate courage. . They determined; 
therefor, to die in defence of their liberty. Their hearts and hopes* 
were all turned upon the prince of Orange, and their fury, againfi; the 
grand penfionary John de Witt and his brother Cornelius, both of 
whom were maffacred by the mob at the Hague. They immediately^ 
cut the dikes which kept out the fea, whereupon the country houfes,i 
which are innumerable round Amfterdam, alfo the villages and neigh- - 
bouring towns, fuch as Leyden, Delft, &c. were overwhelmed.? and^ 
yet the country people did not repine at feeing their herds.-of cattle 
drowned in the fields. Araflerdam* itfelf appeared like a vafi: fortrefs 
in the midfl of the fea, furrounded with fhips of war, which now had: 
depth of water fufficient / to make them be Rationed round the city, 
where firefh water was now fold at fix ftivers per pint. What will be: 
mofl wondered at by pofterity isj^ that- Holl^dy whilfl thus over- 
whelmed on the land, was yet formidable on the ocean . under De* 
Ruyter, who^ with 100 fhips of war and 50 fire-fhips, gave battle to - 
the united -fleets of England and France at Solebay, and afterwards 
brought their Eaft-India flefet fafe into the Texel ; thereby defending : 
and enriching his country on one fide, whilfl; Louis was deftroying it 
on the other. In brief, the emperor Leopold, the great eleRor of 
Brandenburg, Frederick William, the governor of the Spanifla Ne- 
therlands,. all flew to the affiftance of the Dutch? and as- no more 
conquefls could be made in a; country overwhelmed with water, Louis 
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* found it beft to Teturnliome, and leave his army, which being weak* 

‘ ened by its own fuceefs in garrifoning the numerous conquered towns, , . 

‘ was obliged to retreat ; and the prince of Orange, novr lladtholder, 

‘ was by the above fuccours enabled quickly to recover all that Louis 

* had conquered. In the midft of thofe . diforders and devaftations,’ 

(fays Voltaire) ‘ the magiftrates of Amfterdam (to their eternal honour) 

‘ manifefted virtues which are feldom feen but in a republic. For as 

‘ thofe people w’ho were poffefled of bank-notes * ran in crowds to the — 

‘ bank, where it was to be apprehended they would lay violent hands 
‘ on the public treafure, every one being eager to get his money out 
■‘ of the little which they fuppofed ftill to remain there, the magiftrates 
‘ opened the places where the treafure was depofited, and it was found 
entire, juft as it had been firft depofited fixty years before ; and the 
‘' ^filver was even ftill black from the effeds of the fire by which the old 
itadthoufe had been confumed long before. The bank-notes,’ (credit) 

* till now had been conftantly negotiated, and this treafure neiifer touch- 

* ed, till now, that thofe who infifted on having their money were paid 
' ‘ out of it. Such diftinguiftied good faith, and inch great refources, were 

■’'Then fo^much the more admirable, as Charles II king of England, to 
‘ defray tfie expenfe of his pleafures and of this war againft the Hol- 
‘ landers, had juft at that time become a bankrupt to his fubjeds and 
‘ it was as diChonourable in this king thus to violate the public faith, 

‘ as it was glorious in the magiftrates of Amfterdam to preferve it at a 
'* time when a failure might have appeared pardonable j-.’ 

This account of Holland’s condition is fo finely told by Voltaire, that, 
though fomewhat prolix, it .cannot, we imagine, fail to be entertaining 
to every curious reader who has not read his work. 

Spain having afiifted the Dutch in this war with France, as their own 
^Netherlands muft inevitably have been loft had the Dutch been ruined, 

Louis made that a pretence to feize on the Franche Compte of Burgun- 
dy, and on many places in the Spanifh Netherlands ; and although by 
the fucceeding peace of Nimeguen fome of the Netherland towns were 
reftored to Spain, France neverthelefs has retained the county of Bur- 
gundy to this day. 

Wehavefeen the three former Englifh African companies ruined 
by war, mifcondud, and ftruggles with the interlopers. In this year 
the fourth and laft exclufive company was ereded, after the third com- 
pany had furrendered their charter, for the above reafons. To tliis 

* He means bank crt^\t~c(mptes en hanque^ A, .nians againft the Romans. Though^ like thofe 
I This noble ilruggle of free merchants againft. antient heroes^ Louis was almoft deified by the 
haughty conquerors recalls to the mind of the read- adulation of bafe flatterers, the event was more 
Cl ttie noble Hands made by Tyre againft Nebu- favourable to the citizens of Amfterdam than to 
chadnezzar and Aiejtander, and by the Carthagi- , their predeceffors, the merchants of antiquity, if. 

■ ^ ' . ■ A 



fourtli company the king and the duke of York fubfcribed, as well as 
many perfons of rank and quality ; and the whole capital of Liii,ooq 
was completed in nine months; In this new fubfcription the late com- 
pany was allowed L34,ooo for-' their three forts, viz. Cape-coafi: caftle, 
Sierra Leone, and James-fort in the river Gambia. The new company 
foon improved their trade and. increafed’ their forts : and whereas ail 
former companies were obliged to fend to Holland to make- up their 
alTortments of goods, they now introduced into England . the making of 
fundry kinds of woollen goods, &c. not formerly known.. They alfo 
imported quantities- of gold, out of which 50,000 guineas * w'ere firli 
coined in one year (1673). They alfo imported redwood for dyers^ 
elephants teeth, wax,, honey, &c. ; and they exported to the value of 
L70 ,OQO annually in Englidi goods for feveral years r but at the revo- 
lution the Wef-India planters joined the interlopers in alferting, 
they were always befl ferved with Haves when the trade was open to 
And- the petition and declaration of right, as that ad of parliament {imo ^ 
Gulielmi et Mana\ is commonly called, elFedually debarring it and all 
other pretended exclufive companies not authorized by parliament, the 
trade, became open, though the company fill perlifed ih lei^ingT^ 
feparate tradersy which occafioned much clamour and no fnfairobftruc- 
tioh to the negro trade. Their great difputes with the feparate traders 
are contained in many large pamphlets, but the fubjed is long fince be- 
come fo obfolete, that it would tire our. readers to very little purpofe to 
give a detail of it. 

Copper halfpence and farthings- were coined this year By King 
Charlesy having- on one Carolus a Carolo, and on the reverfe Britan- 
nia. ‘ There was, V fays Mr. Tindal in his Notes on Rapin’s hiftory, 

‘ another farthing coined of rare copper, having on the reverfe 
‘ Maria vindko j but thefe were called in to pleafe the French king.! 
And. this coinage now effedually fuppreiTed.the private coins- called to- 
kens. ■ . 

This year the Turks, with an army of 150,000 men, invaded Polandf 
took the ftrong fortrefs of Caminiec, and alfo brought the Poles fo low 
as to fubmit to an annual tribute, in order to obtain peace of the Porte,, 
which, however, in the very next year was renounced, when King John 
Sobielki gave the Turks a great overthrow, and thereby made better ' 
and more honourable terms of peace for Poland in the year 1676. 

At the. clofe. of this memorable year Sir Tobias Bridges, with fix. 
fliips from Barbados^ took from the Dutch the ifland of Tobago in.the 
Weft-Indies, and alfo St. Euftatia.-; which later, the Dutch admiral Evertz 
retook the fame year. On the other hand, the Dutch: took St. Helena 
from England, which was recovered next year by furprifing the Dutch; 

^ So naHaed from the country which produced the gold whereof they were made, . 
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garrifon at a place where only two perfons abreafl: could climb up the 
rock. Three rich Dutch India fhips were taken with the ifland. The 
narrow pafs was afterwards ftrongly fortified; and as the refi; of the 
■ ifland is entirely a lleep rock, the Englifh colony, faid to confifl; of 
about 200 families, live in perfedi: fecurity. 

i6y2--- The whole bufinefs of the colony of St. Helena is to fupply 
' frefli provifions and water for our homeward-bound Eafi-India fhips, 

in return for which the planters are fupplied out of the company’s 
warehoufes there with brandy, wine, arrack, beer, malt, fugar, tea, &c. 
alfo with clothing from England and India ; fo that this otherwife bar- 
ren and rocky fpot is, by its happy fituation, of Angular benefit to our 
fliipping, and to thofe alfo of other nations in amity with us. The For- 
tuguefe difcovered it in the year 1501, when it was quite uninhabited, 
flocked it with hogs, poultry, &c. and alfo with lemons, oranges, 
&c. which throve very much, and rendered it an ufeful refrefliing 
^ place, where they often left their fick men till their next return : but 
that nation polleffing fo many ports afterwards along the fouth-eafl; coaft 
of Africa, fuch as Sofala, Membaza, Melinda, Magadoxa, Mofambique, 
■■^cS 7 Yosi_refrefhing their fhips on their Eaft-India voyages, they aban- 
doned St. Helena, which lay long after defolate, until the Dutch fettled 
on it for the like conveniency : but finding the Cape of Good Hope 
fliill more convenient, they alfo abandoned St. Helena about the year 
1651 ; whereupon our Eafl-India company fettled on it; and it now 
abounds with cattle, poultry, greens, fruits, &c. there being fome good 
fpots here and there between the rocks, affording herbage, pafture, &c. 
By King Charles’s charter, in the year 1661, the ifland was confirmed to 
the Eaft-India company ; but the Dutch having feized on it in 1665, it 
was retaken in 1672, as we have juft feen. The Dutch maftered it 
again : and the king’s fhips having now finally recovered it (1673), it 
became vefted in the crown ; wherefor, in the fame year, the king by 
his charter regranted it to the Eaft-India company forever, as abfolute 
lords-proprietors of it, with all royal mines, &c. ; in whofe poflefiion it 
remains to this day. 

In the fummer of the year 1673 there were in twoimonths fpace 
three feveral and terrible fea-fights between the fleets of England and 
Holland, though not fo bloody as that in the preceding year. In the 
laft of them, under Prince Rupert, the French fquadron are faid to have 
flood neuter all the later part of the day. The Englifh and French joint 
fleet confifled of no fhips; the Dutch of 100, under De Ruyter and 
Van Tromp. Both fides claimed the vidlory in all the three engage- 
ments, and both Englifh and Dutch by their gallant condudl merited it. 
In February [N. S.] this year, the earl of Shaftefbury, chancellor, in a 
fpeech in the houfe of peers, inveighed with much acrimony againft the 
Dutch, whom he called ‘ England's conftant foes, both by intereft and 
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* inclination wherefor he concluded with the elder Cato’s words, I de- 
‘ lenda eji Carthago' i. e. the Dutch mull be extirpated. 

During this feort but hot war the Englifli Eafl-India company was 
obliged to raife no fewer than fix thoufand men for the fecurity of Bom- 
bay againft the attempts of the Dutch. 

At this time the manufadured commodities of India annually im- 
ported into Europe, and more particularly into England, were become 
ib confiderable, as to occafion loud complaints againfl: our Engliflx Eaft- 
India company, as defiroyers, or at leaft great lefieners, of the eonfump- 
tion of our own Englifli manufactures ; whereby alfo, it was obferved, 
our annual exportation of bullion to India, which formerly did not of- 
ten exceed L40,coo, was greatly increafed. Thefe complaints conti- 
nued without intermiflion, or rather increafed, until long after, that the 
legiflature found it necefiary to enaCl a total and abfolute prohibitipar*" 
of the wear of all fuch in England, muffins only excepted.- 

This year a fleet of French fhips of war failed to attach the Dutcn^^ 
forts on the coaft of Ceylon, with a view to poflefs the cinnamon trade ; 
and they actually took the important fort of Trincomalee. But a fleet^^ 
of fixteen large fhips from Batavia with land forces arriving, thejp^rsa^"*" 
fleet retired to Surat, and the Dutch foon recovered it. French 

failed from Surat, and took the fortrefs of St. Thomas, which the 
Dutch had taken from the Portuguefe a few years before ; which was 
alfo foon loft again to the Dutch ; and in the end not a Angle fhip ever 
returned home to France. This then was the laft attempt during the 
ryth century for difturbing the commerce of the Dutch Eaft-India com- 
pany. 

1674. — The French, after being driven from St. Thomas, retired in 
the year 1674 to Pondicherry, which, by permiffion of the viceroy of 
the king of Vifapour, they -fortified, the fituation being very proper for 
the trade of piece-goods, then in great demand in Europe. This place 
the French have fo much improved, that it was to our days their capi- 
tal refidence for all their Eaft-India trade. It was, however, taken by 
the Dutch in the year 1693, but reftored to France by the peace of 
Ryfwick in 1697 ; after which it was ftill farther ftrengthened and im- 
proved, fo as to be deemed at length one of the mo ft confiderable of the 
European fettlements in India, having a large town, with many thou* 
fands of Indians in it, befides the French company’s people and traders; 
and being lately farther enlarged, and the fuburbs walled in, it is by 
fome faid to be four leagues in circumference, and to contain 120,000 
inhabitants, cbriftians, Moors, and Gentoos. 

The univerfal clamour of the people of England on account of the 
increafing power of France, fo dangerous to us and to all Europe, obli- 
ged King Charles, in the beginning of the year 1674^ to come into * 
terms of peace, by the mediation of Spain, with the ftates of Hollandj. 
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on mucli the fame footing as in that of Breda in the year 1667 ; 'with 
this advantage, however, on his fide, that by the loth article the ftates 
agreed to pay our king 8,o©,ooo patacoons (being near L2DO,ooo fier- 
ling) towards the espenfe of this war ; which money came very feafon- 
ably to him, who had laviflied away in a fliameful manner the greatest 
part of the money given by parliament for the war. 

By the fourth article it was fiipulated, that all Dutch fhips, whether 
Blips of war or others, whether in fquadrons or fingle fhips, which fhall 
happen to meet any fhips -or veflels whatfoever belonging to the king 
of Great Britain, whether one or more, carrying that king’s flag called 
the jack, in any of the feas from Cape Finifterre to the middle point of 
the land Van Staten in Norwa}', fhall ftrike their ropfail, and take down 
their flag, in the fame manner, and with the like teflimony of refpedi:, 
^ has been ufually paid -at .any time or place heretofore -by the Dutch 
fl^s to thofe of the king or his anceftors. 

And whereas the agreement of the year j'667, for the furrender 
of fhe colony of Surinam by King Charles’s governor thereof to the 
llates-general, .has occafioned many -quarrels and difputes, and has con- 
-^'trj fl^ ed greatly to the niifunderfianding lately arifen between the king 
and the^flstes, the fiat es-general now fiipulate that thofe articles fhall be 
fully executed ; and that the kirig may fend commifiioners to examine 
the condition of his fubjecfis remaining there; and may fend thither 
two or three fhips to bring away his fubjeds, with their effeds and 
flaves ; and till then that they be treated equitably in the fale of their 
lands, payrhent of debts, and barter of goods. 

VI| ‘ All lands, iflands, tov/ns^ forts, &c. taken on Both fides fince 
the commencement of -this war, flhall be refiored by either party in 
^ the fame condition they then were, • 

IX) ‘ Within three months after the proclamation of this treaty the 
' ftates-general agree to fend to London a number of coraraiffioners 
‘ equal to thofe of the king, to treat of the freedom of navigation and 
‘ commerce, more efpecially in the Eaft-Jndies ; and in cafe they fhall 
^ not agree within three months, then the difputes fhall be referred to 
* the arbitration of the queen-regent of Spain, ’ 

Done at Weftminfter, 9th of February [N., S.] 1674. 

Another marine treaty was concluded on the i ft of December 1 674 ; 
and,^ ^ 

By an explanatory declaration of both the marine treaties above- 
named, and by another, figned by Sir William Temple on one fide, at 
the Hague, and by the ftates-deputies on the other, on the 30th of De- 
cember 1675, it is declared, ‘ that the true meaning and intention of 
‘ the faid' articles is, and ought to be, that fhips and veifels belonging to 
the fubjedls of either of the parties can and might, from the time that 
the faid articles were concluded, not only pafs, traffic, and trade, from 
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a neutral port or place to a place in enmity with the other party, or 
^ from a place in enmity to a neutral place ; but alfo from a port or 
" place in enmity to a port or place in enmity with the other party, 
" whether the faid places belong to one and the fame prince or flate, or 
‘ to feveral princes and Hates, with whom the other party is in war : 
* and we declare that this is the true and genuine fenfe and meaning 
‘ of the faid articles; and we do promife that the faid declaration fhali 
‘ be ratified by his faid majefty and by the faid ftates-general *. 

Part of the fecret article of the foregoing treaty of peace is as fol- 
lows, viz. ‘ neither of the faid parties ihall give leave, nor coilfent, that 
‘ their fubjedts or inhabitants Ihall give any aid, favour, or counfel, di- 
"" redly or indiredly, by land or fea, nor Ihall furnifli, nor permit their 
‘ fubjeds or inhabitants to furnifli, any fhips, foldiers, feamen, viduals, 
^ money, inftruments of war, &c. to the enemies of either party/ 

The old ill-judged affair of prohibiting new buildings in London 
once more revived, an order of council being publiflied for profecuting 
all fuch as had ereded houfes on new foundations in the fuburbs and 
vicinity of London : by which, all that was probably intended, was to 
bring fome money into the irapoverifhed and bankrupt excheqpjefe''^^^ ' 

So vaft was our commerce with Holland at this time, tlfat after a 
;great froft, in this year 1674, when the waters were open, there failed 
out of the harbour of Rotterdam 300 fail of Englifh, Scottifli, and Ififh, 
■fhips, all at once, with an eafterly wind. \^Ker of Kerjland's Memoirs, 

The Dutch Wefldndia company’s exclufive grant now expiring, the 
flates-general renewed the fame, exclufive of all other Dutch inhabit- 
ants, to trade to -Africa and the Weft-Indies, any otherwife than in the 
name of that company, whole limits were defined to be from the tropic 
of Cancer to the fouth latitude of 33 degrees, including all the iflands 
within thofe boundaries, both on or near the -African and American 
coafts. Provided, however, that if the Eaft-India company fliall oc- 
cupy the iflands fituated within thofe limits between Africa and Ame- 
rica, from Afcenfion fouthward, before this company fhali fo do, then 
the Eaft-India company fhali have an exclufive patent for thofe iflands, 
&c. 

And it feems, the Dutch Weft-India company do to this day grant li- 
cences to private adventurers to trade within thofe limits, from which 
emoluments they are partly enabled to make a- fmall dividend to the 
partners. 



^ This declaration lias given nfe to all the com- to proteiB: diem from our cruifers. The Bikifli 
plaints of the Dutch, on account of our making court and the Dutch differ widely in their expla* 
prize of their fhips laden with French property in nations of this explanatory declaration, which 
the years 1757-8-9, which thofe Dutch fhips were (],ulre5 a frefn treaty to explain it. 
intended to convey fafe to and from France, and 
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1575.— The Englilh houfe of commons being much out of humour 
with the condud of their king and his minifters, ading fo much in 
favour of France, and fo diametrically oppofite to England’s true in- 
ter efts, and obferving the immenfe confumption of French wares of all 
kinds in England, and, on the other hand, how little of Englifti mer- 
chandize was taken off by France, now ardently purfuing the improve- 
ment of her own woollen^ filk, and linen, manufadures, that houfe en- 
tered into an examination of the general balance of trade between Eng- 
land and France, and found that England was annually, for fome time 
paft, lofing above one million fterling by her trade with France. 

Imported into England from France, annually, 
about - - - » Li, 500, 000 a o 

Exported from England to France, annually, 

■W?^boUt - - , - - ' 170,000 o o 


Annual balance againft England - Li, 330, 000 o o 

Befide about L6oo,ooo value of French wines, filks, embroideries, and 
^ other fripperies, annually run in or fmuggJed upon us : ‘ fo that all our 
againft fending money in fpecie out of England, when the 
balancemf trade is againft us, is but hedging in the cuckow/ Coffee- 
houfes in London were at this time much frequented by perfons of 
rank and fubftance, who, fuitable to our native genius, ufed very mucL 
freedom therein, with refped to the court’s proceedings in thefe and 
the like points, fo contrary to the voice of the people. Whereupon 
, the king iffued a proclamation in this fame year, ‘ for fupprefiing all 
Gofleehoufes in London,’ (which alfo was like hedging in the cuckow) 

‘ as being places where the difaffeded met, and fpread fcandalous re- 
ports concerning the condudl of his majefty and his minifters.’ But 
the dealers in coffee, tea, and chocolate, having hereupon remonftrated 
to the court, that the faid proclamation would greatly leften his ma~ 
jefty’s revenue, the king, a few days after, iffued another proclamation 
for fufpending the former. 

The navigation laws being fometimes violated. King Charles now 
iffued a proclamation for prohibiting the importation into his American 
plantations of any European merchandize but what fhould be laden in 
England, and for putting, other branches of thofe ads into ftrid execu- 
tion relating to America., 

In September, a hidden fire having burnt down the greateft part pf 
the town of Northampton,, it was,, by an ad of parliament of the 27th; 
year, of; King Charles II, direded to be rebuilt, and was accordingly fo^ 
done, in a more beautiful and commodious manner than it had former'^- 
ly been, as appears by the only public ad of this year, 1675. 

About 1200 people, including flaves, who had'left Surinam in confe- 
quence, of the fifth article of the peace with Holland, were carried . to- 
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Jamaica, where they had lands affigned to them in the parifh of St. 
Elizabeth. 

It is faid that the Dutch, after obtaining poffeffion of Surinam, ren- 
dered it much more healthy than formerly, by clearing the woods and 
draining the mar fhes. . From the mouth of the river Surinam, fituated 
in fix degrees north latitude, plantations, extending above lOO miles 
up the river, are cultivated by above 800 families, many of whom are 
French proteftant refugees. Befides the capital, now called Surinam, 
they have New-Zealand, New-Middelburg, and other towns. The pro- 
duce is fugar in great quantities, coffee, efleemed fuperior to that of 
Martinico and Jamaica, gums, dying woods, cotton, ginger, flax, fldns, 
tobacco, &c. Surinam, which is the only colony poffeiled by the Dutch 
on the continent of America, is faid to be the joint property of their _ 
Well-India company, the city of Amflerdam, and the lord of Somelfd^C* ^ 

In this fame year a commercial treaty was concluded at Adrianoi^^v^ 
by Sir John Finch, between King Charles and the fultan Mahoinet IV, 
whereby all former treaties, from Queen Elizabeth’s time downward, were 
confirmed, and certain new capitulations were fuperadded, fuch J 
freedom for all Englifh fubjedrs to refide in, and trade to, ; 'to 

have confuls of their own appointing in the fea-ports to enjoy all the 
privileges and immunities which either the French, or the Venetians, 
or any chriftian nation, enjoyed, and to pay no higher duties than they 
do ; that the Dutch merchants of Holland, Zeeland, Frifeland, and 
Gelderland, trading to Turkey, fhall always come thither under the co- 
lours of England, and fhall pay the dues to the Englifh ambaflador and 
confuls, in the fame manner as the Englifh merchants do ; and the mer- 
chants of Spain, Portugal, Ancona, Florence, fhall alfo come under the 
flag of England, and pay the fame dues- as the Dutch. The Englifh 
merchants, and all others who are now to come under the colours of 
England, may, with all poffible fecurity fell, and buy, all forts 

of merchandize, not prohibited, not only in Turkey, but they may 
likewife trade to Mufcovy by fea or land, and may bring their mer- 
chandize from thence to Turkey ; and the like liberty is now allowed the 
Englifh with refped: to Perfia, &c. 

The bufinefs of the protection of the flag had occafioned much con- 
tefl between the ambafladors of England and thofe of France at the 
Porte, the later having alfo fometimes got it inferred in their treaties 
and capitulations, that the Dutch and the other nations, who as yet had 
concluded no commercial treaties with the Ottoman Porte, fhould come 
and trade under the flag and protection of France : but now, in this 
treaty, that privilege is afcertained to England alone. The cafe is much 
altered fince the time we are now treating of ; the Dutch, particularly, 
having long fince had the privilege of ambafladors and confuls of their 
qwn refiding couflantly in Turkey. There are in this treaty 67 arti- 
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cles in all, to wliich, after Sir. John Finch’s arrival, w.ere added the iol- 
lowing explanations, viz. 

I) ' What duty the Englifli flhps paid for their merchandize coming 

to Scanderoon, and afterwards to- Aleppo. ♦ 

II) For all merchandise which the Englifli merchants ihall import or 
export, they fhall pay only 3 per cent and woollen cloths from Lon-^ 
don fhall pay 144 afpers per piece, whether fine or coarfe, of the ma- 
nufadure of England ; (80 afpers being worth-; a Spanifh piece of eight).: 
But the woollen cloths of Holland, &c. which are not of the manufac- 
ture of England, fiiall hereafter pay the. duties as formerly have. been, 
cuftomary, &c., 

Ill, IV, V, VI, and VII, contain- only certain regulations concern- 
ing caufes- to be tried relating to the Englifh, and the anchorage duty 
^ our fhips arriving at Conftantinople, Scanderoon, Smyrna, Cyprus,^ 

and other matters relating tOi duties and debts. . 

VIII) Two fhip loads of figs and currants.are annually allowed to be- 
exported from Smyrna, Salonichh &c.. for the ufe of the king of Great. 
^Britain’s kitchen, provided there be no fcarcity of thofe fruits, paying 
'hrdy cent cuftom for the fame. And the ninth article is only a- 
very ambiguous and vague ftipulation concerning the duty on all filk 
which the Englifh buy at, Smyrna, \fisneral colleBion of ireatiesy V. iii,. 

282.}, 

The anonymous author of a fpirited' treatife, entitled'Britannia Ian-- 
guens, (8vo, 1680) written chiefly with a view to evince that the com-- 
merce of England had been for fome years . in a confumptive. way 
exhibits an account of all the gold and filyer coined in England from 
the ifl of Odober 1 599: to November in this year; 1673’, being 76^ 
years, which he has divided,. into four periods ; fhewing how our coin- 
age increafed in the three firfl periods,, proportionably to the increafe 
of our trade and navigation, and how much the coinage had decreafed. 
in the fourth period, taken,: he, fays, from, a printed. account, of the faid. 
year 1675,; viz. . 

I ft period, 1 9^ years from Gdoherr 1 599 to March 1 6 1 9 j coined- in- 
gold and filver, - - - L4,779,3I4, 13 4, 

2d period, 49 years-from March. 16-19 to March. 

1638-, - - - 6', 900^042 II r 

3d period, 19 years from March 1638 to May 1657, 7,733,521. 1.3 4^^ 

4th period, 1 8-~ years from May 1 65.7 to Novem- 
ber 1-675, - . - ^ - 2,238,997 16 o|- 

(About one millio-n of which laft fum was- harp 
and crofs money,, and broad gold, &c. recoined.),/ : 

In 76 years, total coined in England. is - L2i,65i,876 13 10 

* Dodor D’Avenant, and feveral other wriftrs, fix on that' very year 1680, as the time when Eng-- 
laad w.as the xenkh of commercial profperlt^. . . 

' - ■ ” ’ a ' 
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So, fayfs tHis author, our coinage yearly increafed from the firft to the 
:fecond period, and from the fecond to the third, but annually deereafed- 
from the third to the fourth, period j and from thence he inferred, that 
we were decaye<f and overbalanced in our foreign trade, and that our 
coin was exported to raahe good that balance. This pofition is doubt- 
lefs overft retched ; for although it may be, and certainly was true, that 
in the three firfl: periods England poflelled, almoft alone, all the trade 
of the woollen drapery with the north and weft parts of Europe, until 
between the third and fourth periods, that the Dutch gained much of it 
from us, and that towards the clofe of the fourth period^ France alfo 
puftied into it, yet it furely by no means follows, that, becaufe we did 
not coin fo much between the third and fourth periods as formerly, we 
therefor were lofers by the general balance of our annual commerce-:- 
within that time ; it has, however, been already noted, under the yes^ 
1664, by Dr. D’Avenant’s account, that we were greatly lofers in the 
general balance for the year 1662, too much, if not wholely, owing to 
our immenfe importations from France : yet upon this famous topic 
we muft, after all, agree with Sir Joliah Child, as we have obferved un-- 
der the year 1670, that it is extremely difficult to fix with precifion the 
general balance of a nation’s commerce, any other way than by his ju- 
dicious third pofition. This indeed is, in good part, confirmed even by 
this author, who, however, (in />, 1 5 j et /ej.} observes, ‘ that the Dutch,' 

‘ long after they became independent ftateSj were ig»orant of our new 

* drapery, viz. of bayes, fayes, &c. which we had learned from the 
‘ Flemings, driven out by Alva’s perfecution, and we fupplied the 

‘ Dutch with vaft quantities of cloth alfo, though moftly white, whichi 
‘ they dyed and drefled, and exported to Germany and many other 
‘ parts. We had alfo formerly the foie trade to Denmark, Norway, 

‘ Sweden, Livonia, Poland, and -Pruffia, by our Eaftland company, 

* formerly very flourifhing, and called the royal company * : our exports 
‘ to all which northern countries are greatly lefiened by the Dutch hav- 
‘ ing fet up mighty woollen manufa<ftures, and the Flemings renewing 
‘ theirs. We had formerly the foie trade of woollen clothing to France, 

’ to the value of L6oo,aoo yearly, bur now none at all; alfo the foie 
‘ trade to Turkey, though of late the Dutch are become our competi- 
‘ tors therein, and the French have been long nibbling at this trade f ; 

‘ and in the Spanifti trade both the French and Dutch iha re largely with 
‘ us. What is yet more grievous, we import much fine cloth from the 
‘ Dutch yearly and till of late we imported to the value of Li 50,000 
‘ yearly in ftuffs and druggets. Formerly,’ continues our author, ‘ we 

* I have not met with this appellation, anywhere elfe. 

f In our days they are far from beings at it. . 

:|: This was owing then to the fuperiority of the Puich in finifhing their cloths. The efFe6: has 
long ago ceafed with the caufe. A* 
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* had tr2id& to Portugal, but.now the French and Dutch are our 

‘ competitors, as they are alfo to Italy, where we formerly fupplied all. 

‘ The Venetians alfo fupply and vend much cloth there. We kept the 
‘ monopoly of the woollen manufadure to moll parfs of the trading 
‘ world during all the reign of King James I, and the greateffc part of 
‘ that of King Charles I. This was our principal jewel ; and as, at the 
‘ fame time our imports were lefs than of late, nowonder our coin- 
‘ age was fo great.’ 

Thus we receive not a little light into the hiHory of our woollen ma- 
nufadure from this able author, whofe work, though written, with fome 
Teeming exaggeration here and there, is flill worth perufal even at this 
day 

^ The Dutch Eaft-India company at this time got the tov/n of St. Tho- 
mas on the Coromandel coafl into their hands iDy alEfting the king of 
Golconda to recover it from the French, to whom he had given it fome 
years before, the French having then taken it from the Portuguefe. 

This year the Englilli parliament granted L30o,ooo for building 
twenty large fhips of war, viz. one firft rate fliip of 1400 tons., eight fe- 
condurate fhips of each 1100 tons, and eleven third rates of each yoo 
tons. Such as know the ftate of the navy in our days know, that fhips 
of the above rates are feveral hundred tons larger than thefe were : and 
•alfo that they could not be now built .for confiderably more than the 
above fum. At the fame time the parliament refolved for the future 
to apply the tonnage and poundage duty abfolutely for the benefit of 
the navy, which was no fmall mortification to the king, who was far- 
ther difpleafed at their refufing him money for taking off the anticipa- 
tions on his own proper revenues, and it was on that oocafion openly 
obferved, that the parliament, or the public, was nowife obliged to. pay 
the king’s private debts, fince that would prove a very dangerous pre- 
cedent hereafter. This was a wife and gallant ftep towards our prefent 
mofi: happy parliamentary conftitution, when every fum granted by 
parliament is appropriated fpecifically, or, elfe in certain extraordinary 
cafes, is granted upon account, i. e. to be accounted for by the crown 
officers in the fucceeding feflion of parliament. 

1676. — It was in or about the year 1676, that the printing of calicoes 
was firfi; fet on foot in London : as , was alfo brought into ufe from 
Holland to London, the weaver’s loom-engine, then called the Dutch 
loom-engine. Thus all nations mutually gain the benefit from, each, 

• other of new inventions and improvements, none of which can, for any 
length of time, be abfolutely engrojied by any particular firft dif- 
coverer. 

In a manufcript account of Newfoundland, in the author’s pofleffion, 

.j- 

^ • A judicious and candid reader will eafily excufe tht: ref^ctitioii, which we cannot avoid, of fome 
points in fuch fubjeds as thefe, coming from different authors. 
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written in the year r 677, we find, that in the preceding year, 1676', 
there went thither from England 102 fhips for the cod fi&ery there; 
each fhip having 20 guns, and carrying 18 boats, and for each boat five 
men, in all 91 8«o men. Their convoy was two fhips of war*. And the 
total value of the fifh and oil, they made there in that year, was com- 
puted at L386y4oo. How great a nurfery then is this fifhery for Eiig- 
lifh failors,. and how beneficial for the employment of ihip-building, 
Bcc: h. 

In Odfober 1676, King Charles granted his fourth charter to the Eaft- 
India company, confirming all his former ones, notwitliftanding any 
mifufer, nonufer, or abufer, whatfoever of their former rights, liberties, 
&c. by the company, or their fervants. What induced the company 
to obtain this charter was a great clamour raifed againft them at this 
time, on account of their many exelufive privileges; and their enemies 
went fo far as to publifh their opinions, that their charters were adually 
void ; becaufe, faid they, the crown could not legally grant exclufiVe 
privileges and powers, without the concurrence of parliament. This 
was boldly faid for thofe times, previous to the ever-famous adt of the 
firfl year of William and Mary, called the declaration of rights. The 
company’s enemies alfo alleged, ‘ that their bond debts amounted to 
‘ L6oo,ooo ; and as they feldom had much above that fum in value, at 
' any one time, both in their fadtories in India and upon the feas, they 

* thence inferred, that they traded wholely with their creditors money, 

* of which the company made 40 per cent, whilfl; they allowed their 

* bond creditors but fix per cent.’ So that, fhould their fadtories and 
goods be deflroyed by war, &c. how could theyfecure and maintain the 
prefent nominal value of their capital flock, and, at the fame time, .fully 
iatisfy their creditors *. 

That company, having now made a very comlderable profit by their 
trade, decreed in a general court, that the profits, infleadmf making a 
dividend thereof to their proprietors, fliould be added to their principal, , 
or capital flock, fo as juft to double the fame ; • for whereas their whole 
capital was, till now, only L369,89i : 5 ; every fhare of L50 was now 
made Lioa, whereby their new capital was> made up to L7'39,782 : 10. 

A great part of the wealthy and extenfive- burgh of Southwark was 
deflroyed this year by a fudden fire, the houfes having, then been 
moflly built of timber, lath, and plafler. The legiflature thereupon ap- 
pointed commiflioners; . by an adl [29 Car. II, c. 4] for rebuilding the 
fame,, which was done all of brick walls, in a . more fubflantial, regular, 
and beautiful, manner, than before, as it flill appears at this day, from 
London bridge to St. Margaret’s hill, and beyond it. 

In this year Sir William -Petty wrote his treatife of Political arith- • 

This objedion holds equally true againft aU traders, whether on a great or a frnall fcale. ■ 

4 D 2 



j' 8 o 


il. JD. 1676 * 


exceptionable, 1“'“ 

may fafely avail ourfelves of fome of hk f^^o^^naerce, we 

in England, ftotn ihe year 

have bean 

the value of what it was 40 Ikrs '° ‘*°“ble 

therein at Newcaftle, ylrioutb, 

Cowes. In Ireland alfo. at Dublin, Kingfie CotoaS: aSiTo^ 
what it was 4 °' ye^rs agof^id bdfe' a'J 

dipping of Newcaftle is now atout 8.0 oor!^! Sovereign was built. The 
above a quarter of that quantity * fi^rft K °”r’ not then be 

people ; fecon41y, becaufe t£ ?feof doubled in 

ing heretofore feldom ufed in lliw ' ^^ey be- 

there fo many briofcs burnt with tLm^as nf f t 

on both tides the Tixtmes ni: ul the^ Ttr ’ ““W 

«y of wines imported n« thS wat inconfiderable. The quan- 
Ihort. *e cuftoms did not then yiSfL^tWrd f S' ™ 

3* The number and fplendour of rAt, r value, 

furniture, have much increafcd fince tLt pericd"^^*“’ 

4 - The poftage of letters is increafed 

5. ^d his majefty-s revenu^L now ^pSd!”" *“ * 

refloration,“wo?^d m b^aW being called in after the 

the nation ; and as it amounted to L800 nnn ^ part of the whole calh of 
-d navrgatton. obtained the ufe of“ I ^“Xh'^rLX 

^ T’TitQ *1 .. 


o- '5 exaggerated. u4. 

fair William Petty rSf 13 ifinnT r < n 
; ^ poasg. of ihii ^ 1 . 

X 5 P coo peranimm, though farmed at much lei ? 
the following calculation of the flimnino- % 
Europe, made by Sir William T ■h rl 

to by omitted in this wolV 

and 

■^ " * 50 c,qoo ions. 


The United provinces, ^ . poo,ooo 

Hamburgh, Denmark, Swe- 
den, Dantzlck, . 

Spain, Poitugal, Italy, &c. 


Total finpping of Europe, 2 , 000,000 tons. , 
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Berkley, Sir Jofeph Williamfon, Sir Joliii Banks, and otkers, fitted out, 
together with another fhip bought by them, under the command of 
Captain Wood. The hope of efediing a difco¥ery was revived by new 
reports and arguments circulated at this time, fome of which had little 
or no foundation, as, ift, whales had been found on the coaft of Gorea, 
near Japan, with Engliih and Dutch harpoons flicking in them * ; ad, 
20 years before, fome Dutchmen had failed within one degree of the 
north pole, and found it temperate weather there ; and therefor William 
Barents, the Dutch navigator, who wintered at Nova Zerabla, in 1595, 
Ihould have failed farther to the north before turning eaftward, in which 
cafe laid they he would not have found fo much obftru<9;ion from the 
ice.; 3d, two Dutch fliips had lately failed 300 leagues to the eaftward 
of Nova Zembla ; but their Eaft-India company had flifled that defign, 
as againft their intereft. The vellels doubled the North cape, and came 
among much ice and drift-wood, in 76 degrees of latitude, fleering to 
the coafl of Nova Zembla, where the king’s ihip ftruck upon the rocks, 
and was foon beat to pieces ; and Captain Wood, in the other ihip, re- 
turned home, with an opinion, that fuch a paflage was utterly imprac- 
ticable, and that Nova Zembla is a part of the continent of Greenland. 

1677.— ^The people and piarliament of England, being juftly alarmed 
at the great progrefs of the French conquefts in the Spanifli Nether- 
lands, the houfe of commons requefted the king to make alliances, in 
order to fecure the Spaniih Netherlands, in the prefervation of which 
they told him, in the beginning of the year 1677, both and their 
interefts were highly concerned. They addrefled him twice again on 
this fame account ; and although his fecret engagements with the 
French king, for the worft of purpofes, , (viz. to eftablifh an abfolute 
power over his people, and the popilh religion) were too ftrong to in- 
cline him ferioully to break with him, yet the cries of his people made 
him, in part, outwardly comply with thofe repeated addrefles ; and the 
parliament now granted him L5 84,000 for building 30 ftiips of war, in 
order to provide for the nation’s fafety. In the mean time, whilft he 
was plunged in pleafures, and remained quite unconcerned, Louis (who 
knew his indolence) took the cities of Valenciennes, Cambray, and St. 
Omer, whereby the reft of the Spanifti Netherlands was left open on all 
fides. The king was again requefted to enter into an offenfive alliance 
with the Dutch, and to declare war againft France, which he flatly re- 

navigated, or furveyed, it is now perfeclly well 
lvnown> that no one veflfel can ever be exj)edted to 
make a clear paflage along the whole coafl, and 
into the Pacific ocean. See Coxs’s Acconnt of ibe 
Ruffian difco^oerles between AJta arA America, and 
FallaAe New noiihsrn coUedhm, ItR 


* This is no infallible proof that fliips coqy get 
thither by a north-eaft pafTage, although whaler 
might. A, 

The late improyements in geography have fhevvn 
the pafTage between Afia and Arnerica is no- 
where obflruAed by land. But though every part 
^of the north coafl of Europe and Afia has been 


fufed, and therefor adjourned them till: winter,: and afterwards till April' 
1678. 

In February 1667, (N. S ) King Charlfes concluded a treaty of com- 
merce with France, the fub dance whereof follows.. 

Articles I and II) Both nations, may reciprocally traffic to all countries 
with whom they fliall refpedlively be at peace ; and in cafe one of the 
contraffing parties ihall be at war with; another nation, that fhall not 
hinder the other party from trading to that other country with the fame 
merchandize as they might do in time of peace, contraband, goods ex- 
cepted. 

Ill) Contraband merchandize are defined to be all implements for 
war, and alfo faltpetre. horfes, and their harnefs. 

W) But not. only every thing for. the fupport and conveniency of 
life, but gold and filver, coined or uncoined, are declared not to be con- 
traband ; and alfo (which was ftill kinder for. France) ; hemp, flax, pitch, 
cordage, fails, anchors, mails, boards, and wood, wrought of all forts of 
trees, and that, ferve. for building of ihips, or the repair of them, fhall 
remain free, in fuch. fort, that the fubjeds of France may not only tranf- 
port the fame from: any neutral place to: any other neutral place, or even 
to any place at enmity with the king of Great Britain ; or from a place 
that is an enemy to a place that is 'neutral ;, or, laftly; from. a. place be- 
longing to the enemies of -the faid king to- another alfo belonging to 
his enemies,,w.hether thofe ports be under- the,- obedience of one prince 
or ftate^ or of feveral, with one or all of which the king of Great Britain 
may be-at war.. And the like on the. fide of the moft chriftian king ; 
excepting,, however, towns actually befieged' orrinvefted. 

V) : French. fhips coming into the ports of Great Britain, and intending 
to go thence, elfewhere, fhall be detained-no longer than to exhibit their 
paflports. And if the French fhips be met in open fea by Britifh fhips 
of war, the later, keeping at a diftance, may fend a. boat on board the 
French fhips,.and put only two or three men on board, , to; the end that 
the mafler or ownermay exhibit to them his paflport, after which they 
fhall freely proceed on their voyage ; and the. like for the fubjedts of the 
king of Great Britain. 

VI) : French fhips. paffihg to a country at- enmity with Great Britain, 
meeting with a Britifh fhip of war in their paflkge and, in like man-, 
ner, the, fhips of Bi’itifh, fubjedls meeting a French fhip of war,, when: 
they are going to a place at enmity with France, mufl not only fliew 
their- pafiports; but alfo their authentic certificates, to the end it may be 
known, whether there are any contraband goods therein, &c. . 

VII) Yet if there fhould.be found any fuch therein, configned to an 
enetny’s port,, the fearchers- are iiot to go under deck, nor to open or 
break into any chefls, bales, calks, &c. nor to take. any thing out of the ; 
fhip,. till fhe is brought into port, and a juft inventory taken, in the pre— 
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fence of the cuflom-houfe officers. Much lefs fhall .the goods be fold 
or bartered, till after a fair trial, and a fentence pronounced for confif- 
cation ; in which confifcation the hull of the 'veflel, and the lawful mer- 
chandize found therein, fhall not be comprifed. 

VIIIJ French merchandize, found in fhips of the enemies of Great 
Britain, fhall be liable to forfeiture, though not contraband. And on 
the contrary, the merchandize of the enemies of the king of Great Bri- 
tain are not to be forfeited, if found in French fhips, although the faid 
merchandize make up the beft part of the lading of fuch fhips, but ftill 
with an exception of contraband goods, which, when taken, are tp be 
difpofed of as in the preceding article. In like fort, Britifh merchan- 
dize found in fhips of the enemies of France, fhall be liable to confifca- 
tion, though not contraband ; and, on the contrary, the merchandize 
of the enemies of France fhall not be confifcated, if found in Britifh 
fhips, although they be the greatefl part of the lading, contraband goods 
flill excepted. And, in order to prevent a new war that may happen, 
from injuring the fubjedls of that crown that fhall be at peace, it is 
agreed, that the fhips of the new enemies, laden with merchandize be- 
longing to the crown that fhall be at peace, fhall not bd forfeited, if lad- 
en therewith before the end of the term of fix weeks after the declara- 
tion of the war, between the Soundings and the Naze of Norway; two 
months between the Soundings and Tangier ; two months and an half 
in the Mediterranean ; and eight months in all other parts of the world. 
In like fort, French goods taken in the fhips of the new enemies of 
Great Britain fhall not be confifcated under this pretence, but fhall be 
reflored to the owners, uni efs they had been put on board after the end 
of the terms above noted. However, contraband goods mufl not be 
carried into the enemy’s ports : and, reciprocally, Britifh effedts, found 
in fhips of the new enemies of France, fhall not be forfeited under that 
pretence, but fhall be forthwith reflored to the owners, unlefs put on- 
board after the end of the terms before fpecified ; contraband goods, as 
before, excepted. 

IX, X) Ships bf war fhall do no injury to merchant fhips ; and the 
commanders of privateers fhall, for this end, give fecurity to the amount 
of L1500 fterling, or 33,000 livres. 

XI, XII) Both kings agree to do juftice in refpedl of prizes ; and 
when their miniflers complain of unjufl fentences pronounced concern- 
ing prizes, a re-examination thereof fhall be had within one month, and 
a frefh fentence fhall be pronounced in three months after. 

XIII) When a fuit is commenced between the captors of a prize and 
the reclaimers, if fentence be pronounced in favour of the reclaimers, 
it fhall be immediately put in execution, upon giving fecurity, although 
an appeal to an higher court be made : but this fhall not be done 
againfl the re-claimers. ■ 


XIV, XV) Captors of prizes fliall be fev^rely punifhed who treat the 
mailers, &c. of thofe prizes with any kind of cruelty, as fhall thofe alfo 
be, who fliall take conimiSions from the enemies of either king, in or- 
der to take prizes from his fubjeds 

A new company, under the pompous title of ‘fbe company of the royal 
fijhery of England, incorporated this year.. The duke of York, the 

earl of Danby, lord treafurer, and many other lords, gentlemen, and 
merchants, were partners. The king behowed on them in perpetuity 
all the privileges enjoyed by any former company, with power to pur- 
chafe lands, and a premium, to be continued for feven years, of L20 
for every dogger or bufs they fhouid build and fit out, to be paid out ot 
the cuftoms of the port of London. The flock at iirft was Lio,98o, 
to which there was added L1600. But this fmall capital was exhaufled 
in the purchafe and equipment of feven bufTeSj fome of which, with 
their cargoes, were taken by the French: and the company, having run 
confiderably in debt, found themfelves obliged to difpofe of their re- 
maining bufles and flores in the year 1680, Yet in the year 1683 Sir 
Edward Abney and feveral others joined in a new fubfcription, under 
the privileges and immunities of this company’s charter. But their at- 
tempt alfo came foon after to nothing. It being perfeverance alone that 
is ever likely to bring a general fifhery in England to a flate of perfec- 
tion, much time and patience will be required, and many lofles and 
difappointments muft be born with ; which feems not to be the cafe, 
of all, or any, of our attempts for eftablifhing a general fifhery. 

There having been many doubts and objections flatted about this 
time againft the Eaft-India company of England, and particularly a 
famous printed anfwer in the year 1676, from a barrifler of the Temple, , 
to a country gentleman’s fuppofed letter to him on this fubjed,. diffuad- 
ing him from longer trufling his children’s fortunes in Eafl-India bonds j 
becaufe as they were not an exclufive company by ad; of parliament,, 
they could not legally ad as fuch, and were therefor liable to be over- 
turned, or annihilated, &c. A very judicious anfwer came out to this 
in the year 1677, in titled, ‘ the Eafl-India trade a moft profitable trade 
‘ to the kingdom j and befl fecured and improved in a company and a 
‘ joint flock : reprefented in a letter, written upon the occafion of two 


* The perufal of this treaty of commerce, and 
of that with the Dutch under the year 1668, to- 

f ether with other fubfequent ones, fufficiently in- 
Icates the importance of them, as well as the ex- 
pediency of commanders in the royal navy, and 
thofe of merchant fhips, and of higher people alfo, 
being well acquainted with fuch treaties, which 
we have abridged as much as pofGible, confident 
with retainiivg the entire fenfe and import of every 
article thereof* * Y et, after all, we muft here fpe- 


ciaUy remark, that the tranfcribing of many old 
treaties of this kind does but fweil our work without 
much inftriiding the reader, when, perhaps, the 
very lateft treaty with a nation, (as France for in* 
ftance) with whom we have had frequent warsj, 
fhall, in moft cafes, eftentially repeal all preceding 
ones, which we here mention, to prevent an objec- 
tion which fome might ftart, to our not tranfcrib^r 
ing (as Savary, Poftlethwayte, Scq> have done), all 
thofe obfolete treaties injudicioufly* 
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* letters, lately publiflied, infinuatlng the contrary.* (PoUxbly by Sir 
Jofiah Child.) ^ 

His general pplltions are, 

That the Eaft-India trade takes ojGT a confiderable quantity of our 
native commodities and manufa( 9 rures. 

It fuppliesns cheaply with the moft neceflary commodities for our 
own confumption. 

It brings us fome commodities for our further manufadurej 

It furnifhes large quantities of goods for foreign markets. 

It employs a great number of Englifli ihipping. 

It occafions the building of more fhips of burden and force, fit for 
warlike fervice and defence of the kingdom, than any other trade what- 
ever. 

It brings in a confiderable revenue to the king’s cuftoms, and the 
greateft addition to the kingdom’s flock. 

Thus evinced. 

It employs, in a dired: courfe, to and from India 30 to 35 fhips from 
300 to 600 tons burthen and in feven years paft there have been built j 
newfrom the flocks, 26 to 28 fhips from 350 to 600 tons each : where- 
by there is a very large addition of flrength for defence of the king- 
dom, as thofe fhips, equipped in a warlike manner, will carry from 40 
to 60, and 70 guns each *. 

The exports of the company in one year (viz. part of 1674 and 
and 1675) may be about L430,ooo, whereof about L320,ooo in bul- 
lion, and about Li 10,000 value in cloth and other goods. 

The returns from India for that adventure are calico, pepper, fait- 
petre, indigo, filk (raw and wrought), drugs, &c. j which, on fale in 
England, produce at leafl L8 60,000, and often as much more. 

The amount of cuftoms, freight, and all other charges, of ofEcers, 
warehoufes, carts, lighters, porters, &c. is altogether as much the king- 
dom’s flock as the clear profit added to the company’s flock is. 

So that there is, in a plain and diredl way, added to the flock of the 
kingdom by the company’s trade in one year, if no accident inter- 
vene, L430 ,oco, deducing, however, about L6o,ooo, being the charges 
in India for the maintenance of factors, fadories, forts, garrifons, nego- 
tiations with princes, &c. 

The private trade, allowed by the company to owners of fhips, com- 
manders, and feamen, as well as to their fadors, 8cc. for diamonds,/ 
pearls, mufk, ambergris, &c. ; for which there may be annually export- 
ed, in goods, about L40 ,ooo or L50,ooo, and in bullion from L8o,ooo 
to Lioo,ooo, yields at home in returns L25o,ooo to L30 D,ooo. So 

* It appears that the very largeft of the India fliips at that time were fmaller than any India fhip is 
atpiefent. M. 

Vgl.II. - , 4E 
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: here is Lrjojooo ferther addition to the ftoek of the kingdom. Both 
together making L500, 000, annually added to the nation’s flock by the 
Eaft-India commerce, befides all the confequences depending farther 
thereupon, which come next to be. confidered. 

For illuftration hereof, det us conJfider the ilate df our Eaft-Indki 
rtrade in the confequences depending thereupon, viz. 

In reference to the exports, principally of fo great a quantity of gold 
.,and filver ; what is very obvious, is, that >if in any foreign trade 
Li ooiooo exported in builion brings back as much merchandize, as be- 
ing re-exported to other foreign parts brings home L2oo,ogo or 
£250,000, that muft be a gainful commerce to the nation. 

The goods annually exported, amounting to Li 10,000, confift of 
L6o,ooo or Lyo.ooo in Englilh goods, as drapery, tin, and lead, and. 
the reft is in foreign commodities. Qurdead, it is true, might be taken off 
Ey other European nations, although we had no trade todndia ourfelves ; 
but the drapery and tin, amounting to £50,000 (which now gains 
£50,000 to the nation), would not be taken off at all; for no other na- 
tion carries Englilh cloth to India ; and for tin, there are great quan- 
tities of it in fome parts of India. 

There may be annually confumed in England nearly to tbe value of 
£200,000, £230,ooo,ijor £24.0,000, in India goods, viz. about £6000 in 
pepper, £30,000 in faltpetre, £30,000 in filks, raw and manufadured, 
£160,000 in calicoes, and about £i 0,000 to £15,000 in indigo and 
otber drugs*. All the reft of the returns above mentioned; amounting 
to £630,000 value, are tranfported to foreign markets, as is aifo moft 
part of the private trade. The pepper I reckon at 8(5^ per pound weight 
£lb neceflary a fpice for all people), which formerly coft us 3/4 per 
pound, being nowhere to be had but in India and were we obliged to 
'have it flK)m the Dutch, they would probably raife it as high as they 
tio their other fpices : yet, fuppofing it fo low as j/4. per pound, it 
•would be -a jferther annual expenfe of £6000 to the nation. 

Saltpetre is of that abfolute neceffity, that without it we fliould be 
without the means of defenchng ourfelves. Poflibly, even if we had 
no Indian trade, we might in time of peace purchafe it, though it 
would coft us double what it now does. But, in cafe of war, where 
could we have fufiicient ? not furely from ©ur enemies. Or, would our 
gentlemen, citizens, and farmers, be willing to have their cellars and 
roonis dug up (as in King Charles I’s reign), and be deprived of free- 
dom in their own houfes, expofed and laid open to faltpetre men ? which 
method would be, befides, tar fhort of entirely fupplying us, 

.s ; >Raw filk we might poflibly be fupplied with from other parts, though 

* There is here no ment.on of tea or coffee. The company had not yet fettled a trade to China 
fax ,the former, and the later was imported only by the Turkey company. A. 
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io cheap as from India. And India-wronght filks ferve ns inftead 
of fo much Italian and French filks, which would coft us almoft triple 
the price of Indian filks j to the kingdom’s lofs of aboTO Lao, 000 
yearly. 

Calicoes ferve inftead of the like quantity of French, Dutch, and 
Flemiih, linen, which would coft thrice as much; hereby 2 or L3oo,ooo 
is yearly laved to the nation. And if the linen manufacture were fettled 
in Ireland fo as to fupply England, our calicoes might be tranfported to 
foreign markets 

Indigo is neceflary for dying and perfeding our own manufadures. - 
And the other drugs, &g. brought from India, are inconliderable. 

The value of L630,ooo in India goods of the company’s, and L200, 000 
value of private traders, are tranfported yearly to France, Holland, 
Spain, Italy, Turkey, &c. whereby thofe trades are the better carriecl 
on by the Englilh to a farther advantage of the kingdom, and cannot 
be calculated to yield lefs than ten per cent clear profit, being L83,ooo 
yearly : yet, as fome part may be exported by ftrangers, I fhall eftimate 
the net profit at only L6o,qoo, being fo much farther addition to the 
nation’s ftoek. And here, by the way; it may be obferved, that the 
kingdom hath a greater advantage, when the trade is driven by the Eng- 
lilh merchant, than when it is carried on by ftrangers, feeing all the 
profit ariling by the trade of the one is brought back to England; 
whereas the profits of the others remain abroad. This I note for recti- 
fying the miftake of fome, who fay, it is all one to the kingdom, lb the 
trade be carried on, whetherit be by the Englilh or by ftrangers; as alfo 
to evince, that it is the nation’s intereft to encourage the king’s fubjecfts 
in their trade preferably to ftrangers. 

The India goods are exported in Englilh Ihipping, whereby much em- 
ployment is given to our own Ihips ; the very freight of which, being 
about 5000 tons, cannot amount to lefs than Lao,ooo,^ being fo much - 
farther addition to the kingdom’s ftoek. 

From all thefe eonfiderations there will arife a full and clear anfwer 
to the objeeftion made againft this trade, becaufe of the quantities of 
gold and filver exported to India. And thus the fending out of our 
treafure increafeth it: whereas to coop it up would render it wholely 
ufelefs. Had we all the gold and filver in the world, if it were abfo- 
lutely kept and confined within this kingdom, it would neither in- 
crease our trade, nor render us more formidable in ftrength and power. 
If fome other foreign trades do wafte and confume our treafure, let us 
find out expedients to prevent it. But, in the meantime, it would be 
deftrueftive to flop the current of our real fupplies of it, by breaking 
in upon, or obftruding, the eOurfe of the Eaft-India trade, by v/;hich, if 

, This k iiaw in our time Happily verified and effeded, 
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the kingdom had not been fupplied, all its treafure might, ere this, have 
been exhaufted. 

Next, that the Eaft^India trade cannot fo well be fecured and im- 
proved, for the benefit and advantage of the kingdom, in any other 
Way, as by a company in a joint flock ; let it be confidered. 

That no other nation trades thither otherwife than by a joint flock, 
except the Portuguefe, who are now almoft beaten out of the trade. 

It is well known that prefents are to be made to kings, princes, 
and governors, of India, for obtaining licence to trafiic there: and 
there is alfo a neceffity of hiring fome great houfe for fecuring Their 
perfons and goods there, at each refpedtive place. 

Our company has been at vaft charges and hazards for obtain- 
ing freedom of trade, and many great privileges and immunities, both 
from the great mogul, and very many other kings, princes, and gover- 
nors; and likewife for the lecurity of their factors, eflates, and trade ; 
alfo to purchafe, build, and maintain, great houfes and florehoufes in all 
the places of their refidenees, called factories ; and in fome places, as at 
Fort St. George, Bombay, and St. Helena, to make confiderable fortifi- 
cations, and to keep large garrifons. 

If therefor this trade fliould be left entirely open, fo as every one 
might trade thither as he pleafed, would not all the privileges and im- 
munities purchafed at great expenfe by our company be either loft, or elfe 
rendered void and infignificant ? and when every man minds only his 
own particular concern, the national honour and intereft would decline. 
Would not the kings and governors in India, and the European na- 
tions, our competitors there, take all opportunities to make their ad- 
vantages, and to put hardfliips and injuries upon the Englifli, wanting 
united counfels and ftrength to right themfelves ? would not every one 
ftrive to fupplant another, and thereby enable the Indians to raife the 
prices of their commodities, and lower the prices of Englifli goods ? of 
which there hath already been too fad experience in three or four years 
of open trade, from the year 1653 to 1657 ; in which time the Englifli 
began to lofe their antient honour and efteem, and many indignities 
and wrongs were put upon them by the kings and governors therey 
forcing the Englifli to fell their goods, and to take others at fuch prices 
as they pleafed. Englifh commanders have been put to death, and 
their fliips and goods feized, without means of redrefs. Private traders, 
by outvying and imderfelling one another in thofe four years, brought 
the trade to be often a loling one, and at beft but feldom a faving one. 
It was from the confideration of thefe and many other diforders in the 
open trade, that in the year 1657 agreed to lay afide all private 

trade, and to open books for fubfcribing to a new joint flock. 

V In or about the year 1665 the company took a perfect account and 
balance of all their flock, adventures, and debts ; when it appeared that 


• 
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the flock was really worth 130 per cent ; though fuch were then the 
humours and fancies of people, that it was actually fold at about 76 per 
cent. Yet fihce then the value of the flock has advanced to 245 per 
cent. 

From this fhort view of things (fays our author), I leave it to the 
confideration of all judicious perfons, whether it be not inconfiflent 
with the kingdom’s interefl, and irrational and unjufl, to lay open the 
Eah-India trade. Inconfiflent with the public interefl, to part with or 
hazard the tefs of all thofe places of ftrength, and thofe privileges the 
Company enjoys, but which cannot be maintained in an open trade ! 
Irrational, to make a fecond trial, after fo many inconveniences expe- 
rienced by the firfl ! and unjufl, to deprive the prefent fubfcribers in 
the Eafl-India flock of their future advantages, who have run fo many 
hazards, and been at fuch vafl expenfes, for promoting and fecuring the 
trade! 

With refpeft to what the barrifler’s letter alleges, viz. that the Eafl* 
India trade fhould be managed by what is called a regulated company, 
as pur Turkey trade is ; it certainly cannot be fo well fecured and im- 
proved for the kingdom’s advantage by a regulated, as by a joint-flock, 
Company; for the following reafons : 

iftj Almofl every place in India is under a diflindl raja or king : and 
Confidering that other European nations are flill watching all opportu- 
nities of inflilling into thofe rajas contemptuous thoughts of the Eng- 
lifh for their own ends, this renders it abfolutely neceflary to have fre- 
quent applications to, and treaties with, thofe kings ; and that the Eng- 
lifh fhould appear to them with fome port and grandeur, as being able 
to carry on a confidetable trade with them, and to force them to a per- 
formance of their treaties and agreements. The flate of affairs in Tur- 
key is far otherwife, where there is but one prince with abfolute domi- 
nion : fo that, by one ambaflador at court, and two or three coufuls at 
refidences of commerce to hold correfpondence with him, all matters 
for the fecurity of the trade may be tranfaded.' 

All which being duely premifed, all well-wifliers to England, it is 
prefumed; would defire to have the forts, fadlories, and privileges, in 
India, which, by die prefent joint flock of the Eafl-India company have 
been obtained, purchafed, and fettled, at the expenfe of perhaps 
L30 D,ooo (and wheredf the proprietors of the faid joint flock are at 
prefent the owners and pofleffors), to be maintained and pteferved to 
our nation ; as alfo, that the faid places of flrength, houfes, and privi- 
leges, being juftly the property of the faid joint flock, they ought not 
to be divefled thereof without an equitable compenfation, even as much 
as if it were within the kingdom of England. And that the fucceed- 
ing trade to India fhould both give fuch compenfation and maintain 
the growing charge. And as the prefent defign of fome is, that the 
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now joint flock flionld ceafe and determine, after getting in what goods, 
and debts they have abroad ; and that the trade, for the future, fliouldr 
be carried on by particular perfons, according as every one ihould think 
good to adventure, without limitation, either in quantity, quality, or in 
the prices of goods fent out, or returned home: yet, that there Ihould 
be a company legally eftablilhed, to be empowered to raife impofitions 
on the trade, for maintaining the faid forts,, factories, andi privileges, for 
the equal benefit of all Englifli people trading to India ; alfo to make 
treaties with kings and governors in India as formerly; and alfo, out 
of fuch impolitions, to allot a proportion, probably not lefs than 
Li 0,000 per annum, for the loan of the faid places and privileges ; and 
the refl of the money to be employed for the charge of the future go- 
vernment, and for treaties, 8 tc. upon the plan of the Turkey company. 

Now, let it be confidered, how infufficient this propofed method is 
for fecuring this trade to the Englifh nation, in eomparifon of the pre- 
fent one, wherein there is a fund of at leaft a million flerling conftant- 
ly engaged for the neceflary defence of the trade. And it will furely 
be found difficult to know what proportion to lay, by way of impofi- 
tion, as depending arbitrarily on the humour of particular perfons, whe- 
ther they will trade or not, and for what value. Infomuch that there 
will be a certain expenfe, and an unpertain revenue. And it may fre- 
quently happen, that the former may be the greater, and the later the 
leaft : and this too, perhaps, in a time of war ; when, there, being little 
trade, there will be little to be raifed by way of impofitions ; becaufe, 
when hazards are great, few will care to adventure ; whereby all may 
fall into the enemy’s hands, 

The barrifter insinuates, in the clofe of his letter, that the Eaft-India 
trade might be fo managed, under a regulation, that five times the 
trade might be gained, and the prices of our own manuTa<flures of 
cloth, &c. advanced by the multitude and freedom of buyers ; and the 
price of goods imported much leflened to the EnglHh, and much more 
trade gained. with India commodities to other parts of the world I 

But I am of a contrary opinion ; 

For, I ft, how probable is it, that private traders in a regulated com- 
pany Ihould gain fo much as (and far lefs five times more than) a joint- 
ftock company ? Thole fuppofed trades to be gained are chiefly the 
trades to China and Japan ; where indeed our trade, once well fettled, 
might take off more of our woollen manufactures, and might return 
gold, filver, and copper, in fome meafure to fupply the trade to other 
pajts.of India, without exporting fo much treafure from Europe. But 
thofe trades are not fo eafily gained as fome may fancy * ; and leaft of 
all by the flocks of private perfons. As the prefent Eaft-India compa- 

/ . * This fhews that we had as yet no trade with China* 

'-V ' .jt 
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lay, even with fo great a joint ftock, have in vain made frequent trials 
to gain thofe trades: yet, with China, the company, after many at- 
tempts and expenfes, are in hopes' to fucceed ; but, with refped: to 
Japan, only one undertaking for the gaining the trade to it proved in- 
efFedhial, v/ith the lofs of no lefs than, L 5 o,ooo, which great funa 
would have undone private adventurers. As to what our barrifter fug- 
gefts, that a regulated company would advance the price of our manu- 
fadlures by the multitude and freedom of buyers, and alfo lellen the 
price of goods imported to the Englifli, &c. upon a due and ferious 
examination, it will be found, according to the true maxims of trade, 
and didlates of reafon, to be quite otherwife. For, who is there that 
hath in any competent degree ftudied and conlidered trade in reference 
to the kingdom’s intereft, but knows that all buying and felling at home 
from one to another is but a mere changing of hands, neither add- 
ing to, nor diminifhing, the nation’s ftock or wealth. It is dear felling, 
or rather the felling of great quantities of our native commodities and 
manufadlures, in foreign parts, and our cheap purchafing of commodi- 
ties in foreign countries, whereby our kingdom is enriched. For if we 
do but conlider the confequence of this barrifter’s pofition, it will clear- 
ly appear, that particular Englifhmen, traders to India, vying upon one 
another in the buying of cloth, &c, in England, may for a year or two 
raife the prices in England ; and, on the other hand, they may lower 
the prices and underfell one another, to get off their goods in India, 
and make returns ; fome, perhaps, felling cheaper than the prime coft, 
whilft others may not be able to put off their goods, and fo perhaps let 
their Ihips return dead freighted, &g. What probability is there then 
of thek continuing to fend any thereafter, or that the exportation of 
our -Englilh manufaiftures Ihould increafe ? whereas the prefent joint- 
ftock company have fo well managed their trade, that from one hun- 
dred to four hundred cloths at moft, formerly exported, they now an- 
nually export four thoufand whole broad cloths and upwards. And 
with refpe(ft to goods imported from India ; the multitude of buyers in 
India raifing the prices there, and of fellers in England leffening the 
prices here, cannot but be very contrary to the kingdom’s intereft. Be- 
caufe not above one fourth part of the India goods imported are con- 
fumed in England, the other three fourth parts being exported to : fo- 
.ireign parts. Now, if the prices of what is confumed in England be 
lowered, the like muft inevitably follow for the other three fourths ex- 
ported : fa that the nation really lofes by the cheap felling of India 
commodities in England, and our real intereft is to buy cheap in In- 
dia, and fell dear in Europe. With refpeift to the building of fhips of 
great burden, fo much for the public intereft, it cannot be imagined 
that private perfons can efife<3; the fame in proportion to what the joint- 
ftock company has done. • ; ' , ' ; ' , ’ ■ 
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The joint-ftock company is moreover far more national, withuTefpedt 
to the number of perfons who have benefit thereby, than pofiibly it 
could be under a regulation : for then, none could trade to India but 
merchants who underftand trade, and only fuch as have great eflates, 
and are able to lie two years at lead: out of their money. So that the 
trade would be confined into a few hands (lOO or 150 at mofl.) Where-? 
as in the joint-ftock, noblemen, clergymen, gentlemen, widows, orphans, 
ihop-keepers, and all others, may have flocks there, and reap equal be- 
nefit thereby. ■ 

There are at this day about 600 perfons, who appear on the compa- 
ny’s books to be interefted in the Eafl-India flock, and under them, it 
may be, many more. 

This author alleges, that the true ground of the prefent company’s 
many enemies proceeds from their not having fubfcribed at the begin- 
ning, nor yet afterwards, when the books were laid open, but are fince 
filled with envy at the company’s profperity. 

But whatever may haVe been the caufes of the difcontents againfl; 
that company, this advocate for them has faid fo much in favour of an 
exclufive joint flock company to Eafl-India, as feems not eafy to be re- 
futed. We are moreover indebted to this able author’s 27 quarto 
pages for fundry very important hiflorical fafls, which otherwife we 
fliould not perhaps have fo well known at this diftance of time : which 
may well apologize for the length of what we may feirly denominate a 
complete fyflem of the Eaft-lndia company’s trade and condud at that 
time, and alfo of the general theory of the commerce to India, which 
may be faid to be fuitable to afi times and feafons : and we cannot but 
remark, that, as far as we are able to judge, whatever has fince this 
time been written and publifhed, even down to our own days, on the 
Eaft-lndia trade, contains nothing materially new, or which may not 
be found to be comprehended in this very diflertation ; although all 
that has been fince that time publiflied for and againfl the trade, and 
alfo againfl an exclufive joint flock, would fill up a large folio, were they 
all put together. 

1678. — The ad for burying the dead in woollen [18 Car. /J, c. 4J 
not being duely obferved, it was repealed; and a new ad [30 Car. 11 ^ 
e. 3} direded that a regifler fliould be kept in every parifli by the in- 
cumbent, or his fubftitute, certifying that every thing about the corpfe 
of the deceafed was made of fheep’s wool j of which an affidavit fliall 
be made by the relation of the deceafed, and lodged with the incum- 
bent, under the penalty of L5, a moiety whereof to go to the poor of 
the parilh, the other to the informer. Neverthelefs, fuch flill is the 
vanity of many of the rich and great, that they continue to pay the 
penalty, rather than not adorn their deceafed friend’s corpfe with fine 
Unen, lace, &c. though fo contrary to our true national interefl. 
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While we were wantonly, and without meafure, impGrtirig and ufing 
the produdl and tnanufadures of France, the wifer French miniftry 
were from time to time laying heavier duties upon' the Englifh manu- 
fadlures and product ; fo as thereby gradually to drive out of France 
the confumption of almoft all Englifli merchandize, as well as all other 
foreign commodities, by their tarife- of the years 1664, 1667, Sec. 
Hereby the Englifli foreign trade inigeneral languiflied, rents fell, and* 
all ranks began fenflbly to feel its bad efFedts. - Yet they at firil imput- 
ed this misfortune to a wrong caufe; which made the merchants and' 
traders petition the parliament againfl: the Eaft-India and Levant com- 
panies. Having at lafl: difeovered the true caufe, they made fuch ear- 
nefl: application to the parliament, as influenced the houfe ofcommons 
to come to a vote, ‘ that the trade with France was detrimental to the 
‘ kingdom.’ The Englifh were alfo at this time fo juflly incenfed againfl; the 
French kin g’ainvafion and encroachments from time to time on the Spa- 
nifli Netherlands (and indeed, as far as he could, on all his other neigh- 
bours), that the parliament, in the beginningof this year 1678, pafled an 
ad [30 Car. IF, c, r ] '* for raiflng money by a poll, &c. to enable his majefly 
‘ to enter into an adual war againfl the French Mng ; and'for prohi- 
‘ biting, for three years to come, and to the end of the fubfequent fef- 
‘ fion of parliament, the importation into England of all French com- - 
* modities. whatever.’ It was indeed more than time for England to 
interpofe, and fave the almoft expiring liberties of Europe ; whilfl at 
the fame time ftie put fome flop to an inundation of French wines, 
brandies, iilks, linen, paper, fait, and an innumerable variety of frip- 
pery, millinery, and haberdafhery wares, toys, &c. This prohibition, 
and that of the wear of Eaft-India manufadtires, brought the general ' 
balance greatly in our favour in twenty years time. The authors of 
this time fay, that, till after this 'prohibition, the annual exports of Eng- 
land, on an average, did not exceed three millions fterling ; but that in 
about twenty years after, the exports gradually increafed to near feven- 
millions yearly ; vAich vaft increafe was- principally occafibned by the 
great increafe and exportation; of our own woollen, fllk, linen, iron, and 
Other manufadures, fince the prohibition of commerce with France j . 
and partly alfo by the prohibition, forae years after enaded, of the wear 
of Eaft-India manufadures in England, and likewife in part by the en- 
larged demand from our own American colonies of all forts of manu- 
fadures and nCceffaries. ' 

In July an alliance was concluded between England and Holland, for 
compelling the French king (in confequence of a treaty at this time- 
held at Nimeguen, between them, the emperor,, and Spain), to reftore 
to Spain the towns and forts of Gharleroy, Aeth, Oudenard, Courtray, 
Touraay, Conde, Valenciennes, St. Guiflain, Binch, and the duchy of 
Limburg, &c. as alfo, all that had been taken from the emperor and. 
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and empire ; to reftore alfo Lorrain to the duke of that name. The 
■king of Great Britain, for thofe ends, llipulated to furnifh one third 
more of naval force than the ftates-general, and the dates to furnifh one 
■third more of land-forces in the Netherlands than King Charles. 

In Augufl was concluded a treaty, at Nimeguen, between France and 
the ilates-general, under the king of Great Bdtain’s mediation ; con- 
cerning which all that is needful to be recited is as follows. 

Article VIII) The town and chatellanie of Maeftrecht fhall be reftor- 
led to the dates-general of the United provinces. 

XIII) The dates-general engage to guarantee the prefent peace and 
engagements which Spain is now making with France. And by a fepa- 
rate article, France was to reftore to the prince of Orange his principa- 
lity of that name, and his other dominions in France. 

On the fame day was alfo concluded, at Nimeguen, a treaty of com- 
merce, navigation, and marine, between France and the ftates-general, 
in fubftance as follows. 

Article VII) The fubjedls on both fides fhall pay no higher duties 
than the natives in general. 

IX) No refuge flrall be given in the ports of either party to fuch as 
.fhall have taken any prizes from the other party ; but if driven thither 
by ftrefs of weather, they fhall depart as foon as poffible. 

XI) The loaded fhips of either party, driven by florm or otherwife 
•into any port of the other party , fhall not be compelled to unload or fell 
their merchandize there. 

XIII, XIV, XV) The fhips of either party may freely traffic with 
the enemies of either of them, excepting with contraband merchan- 
dize, defined to be all implements of war, faltpetre', horfes, and their 
harnefs. , 

XVI, XVII) But the following fhall not be deemed contraband 
-goods ; viz. corn and grain, beans, oil, wine, fait, and other things for 
the fuftenance of life ; all which may be freely carried to an enemy ; 
unlefs to a place invefted or befieged. And fuch fhips defigned for an 
enemy’s port, and putting into any of the ports of either party, fhall 
only be obliged to fhew their pafiports, without being fearched or de- 
tained. 

The articles XX, XXI, XXII, are the fame as in the commercial 
treaty of the year 1677, between England and France, relating to mer- 
chant fhips met at fea by fhips of war of che other party, and wherein 
contraband goods niay be found. 

XXX) Either party may build, buy, or freight, in each other’s domi- 
nions, any number of fhips for war, or for merchandize, and alfo fuch 
ammunition as they fhall want. 

XXXI) Ships of either party, driven on the coafls of the other party, 
fhall be treated with juftice and humanity.. 




A. D. 1678. $95 

XXXII) Pirates and exiles to meet with no protection on either fide. 

XXXIII, XXXIV) Merchants may make ufe of fuch advocates in 
each other’s country as they Ihall think fit ; and may keep their books 
of accounts in what language they fhall think beft : and may alfo mu- 
tually fettle confuls therein. 

XXXV) Neither party fhall fuffer any fhip of war of another power 
to come and make prize, within their ports, havens, or rivers,, upon the 
fubjeCts of the other. 

XXXVIIT) This treaty fhall be in force for twenty-five years to 
come. 

A feparate article relates to the 50 fols per ton upon llrangers fhips 
failing out of the ports of France, viz. that this duty fhall not derogate 
from the equality, which in other refpeCts is by the 7th article of this 
treaty eftablifhed on both fides ; but that Dutch fhips fhall pay the 50 
fols per ton as other nations do : but this fubfidy fhall be only paid by 
Dutch fhips at going out of the French ports, but not at their coming 
in. And if loaded with fait, they fhall pay but half that duty. And' 
the flates may, if they pleafe, lay a like proportional impofition on 
French fhips going out of their ports. 

On the 1 7th of September peace was figned at Nimeguen between 
Louis XIV of France and Charles II of Spain : but much fhort of what 
was ftipulated to be obtained for Spain in the treaty between England- 
and the flates-general : for, only Charleroy, Binch, Aeth, Oudenard,. 
Courtray, St. Guiflain, and the duchy of Limburg, were reftored to 
Spain, together with Ghent and its citadel ; and in Catalonia the city 
of Puicerda. On the other hand, Spain was obliged to cede to France, . 
Valenciennes, Cambray, Conde, Bouchain, Aire, St.Omer, Ypres, War- 
wick, Warneton, Poperingen,. Bailleul, Caffel, Bavay, and Maubeuge, , 
with their dependencies ; alfo the county of Burgundy, with the city of 
Befanfon. Thus declining Spain, by every treaty with France fince. 
1659, was obliged to refign many noble and ftrong cities, and extenfive 
territories, being deferted by King Charles of England, whofe highefl 
interefl and glory it would have, been to fupport Spain againft the great- . 
ly increafing power of France. Soon after, this unhappy peace, Louis, . 
taking advantage of the very feeble flate of Spain, feized the ftrong- 
city of Luxemburgh;, and, moreover, he continually haraffed the re-- 
mainder of the Spanifh Netherlands , by pretended, re-runions, contribu- 
tions, &c. 

The peace at: Nimeguen, between the emperor and empire and . 
France, was not formally figned till the 3d of February 1679, (N. SO : 
yet, as it was ftill a part of the fame treaty of Nimeguen continued, we, 
here give its fubftance briefly.. 
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Article II) The peace of Munller, or Weflplialia, an the year 164S 
is deGlared to be the bafis of this treaty. 

IV, V) France yields Philipfburgh ro the empire, and the emperor 
Leopold yields Friburg to France. 

XII, XIIT, XIV, XV) The country of ‘Lorrain to be reftored to Its 
duke ; only Nancy, its capital, fhall remain for evernnited to France ; 
which fhall alfo have ways half a league in breadth, to be fet out by 
the French king and the duke, for the more eafy paffage of the French 
troops through Lorrain to the city of Nancy, and from Nancy to Al- 
Jace, alfo from Nancy to Befan^on, in Franche Compte. Whereby 
that unfortunate prince, for having fided with the emperor againf!; 
Fi'ance, was delpoiled of his capital city, and the reft of his duchy now 
laid quite open to the armies of France at pleafure, in an unheard-of 
manner. 

It was alfo to be free for the French king to keep garrifons in the 
towns of Chaffelette, Huy , Verviers, Aix-la-Chapelle, Dueren,, Linnick, 
Nuys, and Zons, until peace fhould be concluded between him and Swe- 
den, Denmark, Brandenburg, the bifhop of Munfter, and the princes 
of Lunenburg ; when they were to be reftored to the empire. 

And thus alfo France gradually gained ground on the German em- 
pire, of which Lorrain, as well as Alface, formerly were parts-, to the 
ftill farther deftrqying of the equilibrium of power in Europe. 

The French excluftve Senegal .company was now -eredled, for the 
trade of gold duft, leather, wax, gums, &c. aud it was confirmed in the 
.year 1681 by the name of the royal Senegal company. But, being 
unable to pay their debts, they were difiblved in the year 1 696. 

So rapid were the naval and commercial improvements of France at 
this time, according to the ingenious author of the work entitled .SW- 
tannia languens, that there were now forty French trading vefl'els for 
every one that ithere was twenty or thirty years before. The king of 
France alfo eftablifhed a fifhery to the great prejudice of ours. 

1679. — ^The fame author a^rts, that the Dutch herring and cod fifli- 
employed 8coo veflels and 200,000 Tailors andfiftiers, whereby they 

annually gained five millions fterling ; befides their Iceland, Greenland, 
and Newfoundland, fifheries, and the multitude of trades and people 
employed by them at home. 

1680. — The Dutch Eaft-India company having aflifted the king of 
Materan, who ftiled himfelf emperor of Java, againft two of his rebel- 
lious fons, he thereupon yielded up to the Dutch the towns of Cheri- 
banandTarpa. 

This year feems to have been remarkable for new projeds in Eng- 
land, which were patronized by Prince Rupert duke of Cumberland, 
more efpecially fuch as related to mechanics. We have a yellow metal 
much refembling gold, which in our days is ftill named prince’s metal, 
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as taking its name from, him ; and a water-mill was thereupon eredled 
on Hackney river for cafting cannon of that metal, which is known at 
this day by the name of Temple-mill. 

Another projed was for a floating machine worked by horfes, for 
towing great fhips againft wind and tide. 

A third was a machine for railing ballad, which was found inef- 
fedual. 

A fourth was a diving machine or engine, by the help of which, and 
good luck, Sir William Phipps brought home from the Wed-Indies 
near L2oo,ooo derling in pieces of eight, which he fidied up out' of the 
fea, where part of a Spanifn plate fleet had been lod. 

We have a date of the Englilh 'Ead-India company’s trade in this 
year, from a judicious anonymous work, entitled a Treatife wherein is 
demondrated that the Ead-India trade is the mod national of all foreign 
trades, &c. (London, 1681)* occafioned by the clamours dill raifed 
againd that company, in order to have the trade laid open, viz. ‘ lad 
‘ year’ (i. e. in 1680) ‘ the company fent out for the coad of Coro- 
‘ mandel and the bay of Bengal, four three-deck fliips, viz. one of 53.0 
‘ tons and 118 feamen, one of 600 tons and 120 feamen, one of 53.0 
‘ tons and 106 feamen, and one of 550 tons and no feamen. For 
‘ Surat and the coad of India, three diips more of 550, 530, and 450, 

‘ tons. For Bantam, two Ihips of 6oq tons each. For the South feas f 
‘ and China, two fhips of 430 and 350 tons : in all eleven fhips, in 
‘ which there was a dock of L479,946 : 15 : 6. And for the year 1681 
‘ they are fending out five fhips for Coad and Bay, three for Surat and 
‘ the coad of India, three for Bantam, and one great fhip for the South 
‘ fea and China : in all which there will be a dock of above L6oo,ooo, 

‘ befides both which years exportations not yet returned, the company 
‘ has always a condderable dock left in the country to make and pro- 
‘ vide goods beforehand : befides likewife the value of their idands, 

‘ towns, garrifons, houfes, buildings, ammunition, &c. And they may 
* have, what money they will at 3 per cent, which will be the word 
‘ news of all in Holland.’ This is the fird time we find mention of the 
company fending a fhip to China. 

The author adds, ‘ that the quick dock of our Ead-India company,’ 
by which he means their condant exportations and importations, ‘ was 
‘ then more than that of the Dutch company, though the dock of the 
‘ later fells at 450 per cent, while ours fells not above 300 per cent.’ 

On the other fide, the filk weavers of London had this year unfuc- 
cefsfully petitioned- the houfe of commons againd the wear of Ead-Ir.dia 
filks, Bengals, &c. Mr. Polexfen, in his fpeech, aflerted, ‘ that we at this 

^ From the fiile and fcope of the work Sir Jofiah Child feems to have been the author. 
f By the South feas muft be uiiderftood the fcaa about Macafiar, Bonieo, Java, 
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‘ time confumed to the value of L300, 000 yearly in thofe Eall4ndia 
‘ manufadiured goods, including printed and painted calicoes, for 
‘ clothes, beds, hangings, &c : that the company annually export from 
‘ L200, 000 to L600, 000 in bullion : that their trade is now increafed 
‘ to near one quarter part of the whole trade of the nation : that the 
‘ company find it more for their particular advantage t6 take up from 
‘ 6 to Lyoojooo on their common feal for carrying on their trade, than 
‘ to enlarge their capital flock, thereby reaping to themfelves, not only 
‘ the gains which they make on their owrji money, but likewife of the 
‘ treafiire of the nation, allowing to the lenders 4 or 5 per cent *, and 
‘ dividing amongfl themfelves what they pleafe, which now, within 
‘ thefe lafl twelve or fifteen months has been 90 per cent. And up- 
‘ on an exadl inquiry, it will be found that this flock is fo engrofled,. 

* that about ten or twelve men have the abfolute management, and that 

* about forty perfons divide the major part of the gains, which this lafl 
‘ year has been to fome one man L2 G,ooo, to others Li 0,000 apiece.’ 

The Turkey company alfo preferred their ufual complaint againfl 
their importation of raw filk : fo between thofe two, the India com- 
pany was neither to import raw nor wrought filksj yet the grand com- 
mittee for trade, to whom that houfe referred it, did nothing material 
_ at that time. 

We have fhewn, under the year 1676, that its capital flock, by doubl- 
ing, was then made up to L739,782 : 10. Thus we may fee how hard 
it is to come at the real truth in difputes of any kind, and mofl of all 
where property or interefl is affeded. 

This year gave rife to the noble Englifh colony of Pennfylvania in 
North America. Sir William Penn, an admiral, had obtained a pro- 
mife from King Charles II of a grant of this country ; but he dying 
foon after, his fon William Penn, an eminent quaker, and a gentleman 
of great knowiege and true philofophy^ had it granted to him at this 
time, his charter being dated on the 28th of .February 1680 ; and he 
defigned it for a retreat for the people of his religious perfuafion, then 
made uneafy at home through the bigotry of fpiritual courts, &c. Mr. 
Penn, therefor, carried thither with him a large embarkation of thofe 
quakers, and was afterwards from time to time joined by many more 
from Britain and Ireland. At his firft arrival there, he found many 
Englifli families, and confiderable numbers of Dutch and Swedes, 
who all readily fubmitted to his wife and excellent regulations, which 
highly merit to be known by all perfons who would apply to colonizing. 
The true wifdom^ as well as equity of his unlimited toleration of all re- 
ligious perfuafions„ as well as his kind, juft, and prudent, treatment of 

^ This differs from the affertion of the preceding author, that they coiild have what money thev 
plcafed at 3 per cent. A* 
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the native Indians j alio his laws, policy, and government, fo endeared 
him to the planters, and fo widely fpread the fame of his whole econo- 
my, that his colony, though fo lately planted, is thought at this day 
to have more white people in it than any other on all the continent of 
Britifh America, New-England alone excepted And Penn, who was 
-a favourite of the duke of York, afterwards King James II, two years 
after (1682) had a grant from his royal highnefs of the town and tradt 
of Newcaftle, and the two lower counties on the great river Delaware, 
part of his province of New-York : thefe are now called the counties of 
Newcaftle, Kent, and Suflex, and are no inconfiderable addition to his 
province of Pennfylvania. Mr. Penn’s beautiful and fuperb plan of his 
capital city of Philadelphia, ftill ftridly followed to this day f, and draw- 
ing conftantly nearer to perfedtion, may ferve for a pattern to the rich^ 
eft country on earth. At that city they conftantly build and employ 
many good fhips, thofe of even 500 tons may lie clofe to their wharfs^ 
They trade to our fugar-colonies with their corn, peas, flour, bilket, 
beef, pork, fi£h, ftaves, peltry, lumber, horfes, &c. in exchange for fugar, 
•rum, melafles, ginger, pimento, and foreign lilver. See. So greatly does 
this colony increafe in people, that it is thought already nearly to equal 
New-England, and that it will very foon furpafs it. It feems the land- 
ed gentlemen of many parts of Ireland, and particularly in the north of 
it, had raifed their rents fo high, that many of the tenants ' threw up 
their farms and withdrew to Pennfylvania, fo that about the year 1729 
fome thoufands of them went thither, and Englifh, Welfh, and Scots, 
and alfo many German proteftants, have at various times gone thither, 
who are generally well fettled, and are much employed in railing hemp, 
flax, and other materials for our Britifh manufadlures, as drugs for 
dyers, &c. iron, and copper. They even carry their corn, fifh, ftaves, 
&c. as far as Italy, and returning to Britain, they there take in woollen, 
filk, and linen, for clothing, houfehold-frirniture, hard-ware, and every 
thing elfe that is wanted for that colony. They get lilver alfo by their 
clandefline trade with the Spanilh main; and their trade in logwood, 
which they import into England, helps to pay for what they bring back. 
Thus the great evil of perfecution and reft raint, for innocent confeien- 
tious opinions, has once more proved the accidental occafion of peopling 
and improving one of the fineft provinces of Britifh America. 

f the original plan the city was to extend 
from the great river JDelaware we§ to 
river SkUylkiL But the hoildlD 
extended far beyond the plan on the tide of the 
Delaware, which is of fuch a depth, that the 
great eft merchant fhips can lay their fides to the 
wharfs ; while they have fcarcely extended half way 
to the Skiiylkil, which is navigable only by fmall , 
craft, and bntlor a few .miles. W* ^ 


It ought to be obferved, that Fennf though 
pofiefTed of a grant from his fovereign, did not, 
like fome other founders of colonies, begin by ex- 
terminating the native proprietors of the country, 
but honcftly bought the territoiT" from them for a 
fatisfadlory price. The confequence was, that his 
colony lived in harmony, and enjoyed peace and a 
mutual intercourfe of trade and good ofEces, with 
^the natives, AL ■ , 
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Tangier being befieged by the king of Morocco, King Charles fent a 
meSage to the honfe of commons to recommend its prefervation and 
its importance to the Englifh commerce in the Mediterranean, ^nd that 
the two millions already expended on it would be entirely thrown away, 
iiniefs fpeedy and effediual fupplies were granted for its relief. But the 
commons in an add refs to the king, inftead of granting this, reprefent- 
ed, inter alia, that Tangier had been feveral times under the command, 
of popiih governors, and its garrifon in a great degree made up of popifh 
officers and foldiers, as alfo that the money given for it had been mif- 
applied, wherefor they could not grant a fupply for Tangier, unlefs 
they might be affiired, that thereby they did not augment the llrength 
of their popiffi adverfaries. Thus the jealoufy entertained by the par- 
liament and nation, that the king intended this place for a curb on 
their religion and liberties, prevented its being duely fupplied, and oc- 
cafioned, as we fhall fee, its being, abandoned foon after.,, 

168 1 .—At a parliament at Oxford, which fat but feven days, the 
houfe of commons fir ft refolved to print their votes, which has been 
continued ever fince, very much to the benefit and fatisfadion of the 
public, and particulai'ly beneficial in commercial affairs. 

As far back as about the year 1670, the Englifh Levant, or Turkey, 
company began to complain of the Eaft-India company, on account of 
the gi'eat quantities of raw filk they imported from India, which had 
formerly been imported' folely from Turkey. And in the year 1681 
the Turkey company made a formal complaint to the kingls council, 
whereupon a hearing enfued. The fubftance of that company’s allega- 
tions, and the Eaft-India company’s anfwers, being printed this year, are 
as follow, viz. 

I) The Turkey company have, for near an hundred years paft, ex- 
ported thither great quantities of woollen manufadures and other Eng- 
lifh wares, to the great enriching of this nation, and do now more efpe- 
cially carry out thither to the value of about L500,000 fterling yearly : 
in return for which, the goods imported are raw filks, galls, grogram- 
yai-n, drugs, cotton, &c. all which being manufadured in England, 
afford bread to the poor of the kingdom. 

On the other hand, fay they, the Eaft-India company export im- 
menfe quantities of gold and filver, with an inconfiderable quantity of 
cloth ; in return for which, their chief commodities are calicoes, pepper, 
wrought filks, and a deceitful fort of raw filk. The calicoes and wrought 
filks being wrought in India, are an evident damage to the poor of Eng- 
land, and the raw filks are an infallible deftrudion to the Turkey trade, 
for, as Turkey does not yield a fufficient quantity of other merchandize, 
’to return for one fourth part of our manufadures carried thither, the 
remaining three fourths is wholely paid for by raw filk. If that is fup- 
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planted by India filk, the mofl: confiderable part of the Turkey im- 
portations, and confequently the cloth-trade of England, muft fail. 

II) The conftitution of the Turkey company , as being a regulated 
one, and not driven by a joint flock, is open and compreheniive, ad- 
mitting any that are bred merchants. The fons and apprentices of free- 
men challenge their freedom by feven years fervice, and others are ad- 
mitted to be free for L25 if under 27 years of age, and if above that 
age for L50 ; each freeman to trade for as much as he is able. By 
fuch open trading the company is increafed from 70 perfons, who, 40 
years ago, wholely drove the trade, to at leaft 500 traders. 

On the other hand, the Eaft-India company’s trade is managed by an 
exclufive joint flock, which is fo engrofled, that about twelve perfons 
have the abfolute management of the whole trade, and about forty per- 
fons divide the major part of the gains, and alfo appropriate to them- 
felves a greater profit in a feparate trade, in mufk, ambergris, &c. and, 
till of late, in diamonds alfo : neither can they breed i^p any perfon un- 
der the notion of an Eaft-India merchant, becaufe any one may pur- 
chafe a fliare oftheir trade and joint flock for money. 

III) The Turkey company ’s flock is really greater than the trade will 

bear, under their prefent difcouragements and checks fror^i the Eaft- 
India company ; and if any damage befalls this flock, every particular 
member bears the lofs of his own' adventure, with no damage to the 
public. ^ 

On the other hand, the Eaft-India company having a fixed joint flock 
of but about L370,ooo,* they find it more for their advantage to trade 
with money at intereft than to enlarge their flock, and they have there- 
for borrowed at leaft ^650,000 on their common feal, at the inconfider - 
able intereft of 3 or 4 per cent, thereby trading with the treafure of the 
nation, and dividing to themfelves what fums they pleafe, not only out 
of the profit, but alfo out of the principal, as laft year, when they di- 
vided L26o,ooo, though at the fame time they owed above L6oo,ooo> 
a intereft. 

One George White, a writer againfl this company, in this fame year, 
fays, that in the compafs of five years (1676-1681) they divided 
L74I,647, and in two months afterwards- they doubled their flock ; 
this, fays he, was in all Li,i 11,647 produced from acapical of L37o,ooo 
only, by which extravagant dividends, together with above L300,ooo, 
for money borrowed at intereft, with prefents to courtiers, and their 
quarrel with the mogul, they were brought into great difiSculties, fo 
that they, in a fhort time, were forced to flop payment for fome months, 
yet they recovered a little again : although by feizing many of the mo- 

^ How is this alTertion to be reconciled with- the duplication of the India company's flock in the 
year 167 6' ^ ^ • ■ 
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gul’s fhips trading to Arabia, PeriEa, that quarrel coft the company 
in all about L8oo,ooo. 

Upon the whole, it is humbly hoped, that for relief of the now-lan- 
guiming, though moft ufeful and neceflary, Turkey trade, his majefty 
will be gracioufly pleafed to permit to the Turkey company the exercife 
of trade in the Red fea, and all other the dbrainions of the grand 13 g- 
nior, (i, e. Arabia and part of Africa) according to the large extent of 
their charter, and accefs thereunto, by the moR convenient paffages, 
i. e. round by the Gape of Good Hope. 

More reafons againft the management of the Eaft-India trade, under 
the prefent joint ftock. 

I) The continuance of the Rock, which has now lafted 24 years, 
(i. e. from 1657) is againR their firft propofal in their preamble, where- 
by it is agreed, that at feven years end, the Rock Ihould be balanced^ 
and divided, and a new fubfcription made : and that any perfons, at 
the faid feven years end, might go- out or come in upon a valuation 
then to be made known : though no fuch thing be hitherto done. 

II) They have fent over to Indiav throwflers, weavers, and dyers, and 
have adhialiy fet up there a manufaRure of filk, which, by inRruRing 
the lndians in thefe manufadures, and by importing them fo made in- 
to England, is an unfpeakable impoveriffiment of the working people 
of this kingdom- 

IIH Though many of the firR fubfcribers have died off, yet there is 
no liberty for young merchants to Come in on a new fubfcription. 

IV) The fo long continuance of the Rock is alfo a^ reafon that its 
whole management is fallen into fo few hands. 

V) They export great quantities of bullion, and a fmall quantity of 
cloth, 

VI) Of the 550 who are members of the company, not above one 
fifth are merchants, and as thefe laR are always of the committee, 
hence it comes to pafs that many of the choiceR goods are fent home 
on their private account, but feldom on account of the joint Rock. 

VII, VIII) As their prefent Rock is too fcanty, fo new fubfcriptions 
for two or three millions Would bring in more merchants, as well as 
more money to be employed, and alfo more Ihips and mariners.,. At 
prefent they trade not at- all to Perfia, Japan, Arrachan, Acheen, Su- 
matra, Pegu, Madagafcar, and many other places within the limits of 
their charter, though fuch places, if traded to, would not only take off 
much of our Englilh commodities, but likewife by trading there from 
one port to another, would vend a large proportion of Indian commo- 
dities,, and the profit and bullion arifing thereby would, in a great mea- 
fure, if not totally, prevent the exportation of bullion out of England- 

IX) Laftly, the lenders of fo large a dead Rock as above, L6oo,ooo 
at fo low an intereR as 3 per cent, venture the hazard of their princi’ 
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pal merely for that low intereft, whilft the oompany makes 50 per cent 
of it, without any hazard at all. Thofe lenders, in cafe of lolTes, cap- 
tures, &c. have only the company’s common feal to depend on, which 
in fuch cafe is no fecurity at all : for no one member is obliged to 
make fatisfadion, as has been evident by feveral late examples of the 
like nature. 

The Eaft-India company’s anfwer, before the privy council, was to the 
following effedl. 

I) Articles ift, 2d, and 3d. The cloth exported by the Eaft-India 
company is finer and more valuable than ■what is exported by the Tur- 
key company : and, if we are rightly informed, the medium of cloths 
exported by that company in the laft three years is only about 1 9,000 
cloths yearly j a greater quantity than which (in value at leaft) the Eaft- 
India company may probably fliip out this year, if their facftory at Amoy 
in China be not furprifed by the Tartars, of which there was a doubt- 
ful report laft year. Yet it is admitted, that, before the Eaft-India com- 
pany had any entrance into the trade of China and Japan, the Turkey 
company’s exportation of cloth did much exceed that of the Eaft-India 
company. 4th, we alfo fay, that it will be found by the entries at the 
cuftom-houfe, that the Turkey company do fend out yearly, befides 
their cloth, great quantities of pieces of eight from England for the 
purchafe of raw filk in Turkey, as well as great quantities of the like 
Ipecies of bullion from France, Spain, and Italy, which otherwife would 
come to England. 

II) Concerning the comparifon between the conftitution of the Tur- 
key and Eaft-India companies, we fay, there hath been fo much print- 
ed in moft European languages, and fo many confultations and debates 
in the great councils of Europe, concerning joint ftocks for the Eaft-? 
Indies, in all of which (except in Portugal) the refult has been for a 
joint ftock, that w^e think it would be impertinent to trouble your 
Jordihips with a long difcourfe concerning it. 

I. But it cannot be denied by any reafonable man, that a joint ftock 
is capable of a far greater extenfion, as to the number of traders and 
largenefs of ftock, than any regulated company can be ; becaufe noble- 
men, gentlemen, fliopkeepers, widows, orphans, and all other fubjeds-, 
may be traders, and employ their capitals in a joint ftock 5 whereas, in 
a regulated company, fuch as the Turkey company is, none can be 
traders but fuch as they call legitimate or bred merchants. 

2 . The confequence whereof is, that, if the trade for India were laid 
open, the adventurers would be fewer by three quarters than they, are 
now, becaufe thofe who have ikill would run away with the trade, as in 
fad they did between the years 1653 and *^57* 

3 and 4. The number of the prefent Eaft-India adventurers is at this 
time above fix hundred; and with refped to the indulged or private 
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trade, every adventurer hath as full a liberty, in proportion to Ms flock, 
as the governor, deputy, or any of the committees, the fame being not 
to exceed one fifth part of his flock ; and even that has been gradually 
reduced every year, though per faltum it cannot be done, it not being 
‘the work of a .year^ nor even of an age or two, to build up an Eafl-‘ 
India trade to perfeBion^ though it may be dejlroyed in a day. This 
truth is mofl eminently vifible in the proceedings of the king of France, 
who fpared no cofl to obtain the befl advice in Europe, by immenfe re- 
wards, premiums, See. for the conflitution of his Eafl-India company ; 
and yet we fee, that company makes very little of it : and even our own 
company, although they had formerly a flock of Li, 500, 000 flerling, 
advanced no farther in profits than 12^ per cent in fifteen years, i. e. 
from 1617 to 1632. 

Though, inflead of eighty votes alleged to be now poflefled by fome 
one fingle perfon in the choice of the committees, we know of no one 
that has fixty votes, yet it is mofl reafonable, and has ever been prac- 
tifed both in ours and in the royal African company, and every other 
joint flock, that each adventurer fhould vote according to his flock. 
Even fince this complaint, which was firfl flarted about nine years ago, 
there have been more great fhips built by the company than w^ere in 
thirty years before, and alfo more woollen manufadlures exported : and 
the Dutch Eafl-India flock, which was at 580 per cent when ours was 
but at 60 per cent, has fince flood flill, or rather declined, while ours 
has advanced, fo as almofl to equalize theirs in value : and his majefly’s 
■cufloms are alfo more than doubled from our Eafl-India trade. The 
company has alfo made many generous, chargeable, and fuccefsful, at- 
tempts for obtaining a trade to Siam, Cochin-China, China, and Japan. 

Ill) I. Our Eafl-India flock now in trade is at leaft Li,7oo,ooo clear 
of all our debts. 

2. Our debt at interefl is about L550,ooo, and has been reduced from 
^6 to 3 per cent : and fuch is the company’s credit, that they cannot per*- 
fuade their creditors to take their money. 

3. And your lordfhips, in the houfe of peers, did formerly refolve, 
that the abatement of interefl tended to the increafe of trade and the 
advancement of the value of the lands of England. 

With refped to the Turkey company’s objedions again fl the Eafl- 
India company’s importations of raw filk, plain wrought filk, and 
wrought filks mixed with gold and filver, we fay, 

1. As for raw filk, it is fo efiential for the good of the kingdom, that 
it may well hold comparifon with our fheeps wool and cotton wmol. 

2. Since our importation thereof our filk manufadures have increaf- 
ed from one to four. 

3. V/ith refped to the quality of our India raw filk, it is the fame as 
with all other commodities on earth, fome good, fome bad, and fome 
indifferent. 
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4. Plain wrought lilks from India are known to be the Urongeft and 
moil durable, as well as the eheapeft that come from any part of the 
world, and are generally re-exported from England to foreign parts. 

5. Wrought India filks, flowered and ftriped, do, we confefs, a little 
impede the growth of our own filk manufadures, but not to that de- 
gree, in any meafure, as the raw filk imported from India doth advance 
it. 

6. If they could be effedually forbidden from all parts, the Eaft-India 
company would be glad to further an ad of parliament for that purpofe, 
and alfo for the fuppreilion of French filks, fo much in wear in Eng- 
land, though againft a law in being. 

7. Wrought India filks, mixed with gold and filver, are not imported 
by us, but merely by our permiflion ; becaufe, if we fhould not permit 
them, they would come in, as much as now, by ftealth, and without 
paying the king’s cuftom *. 

8. With refped to our fending to India throwfters, weavers, and dy- 
ers, the whole is a miftake, excepting only as to one or two dyers, ufu- 
ally fent to Bengal, and to no other part of India ; and this for the na- 
tion’s as well as the company’s advantage, efpecially as to plain black 
filks, generally exported again. 

9. As to the Turkey company’s requeft to deftroy what is efteemed 
by all foreigners the glory of the trade of England, (i. e. by extending 
the Turkey company’s trade to the Red fea, 8cc.) we cannot help ad- 
miring the confidence of the propofers. 

Laflly, our Eafl-India company can prevent none by their charter 
from buying their flock, provided they will pay L5 for their admiflion. 

With relation to what the Turkey company adds, in thefecond part 
of their allegations, concerning a valuation of their flock every feven 
years, our Eafl-India company aver, that, purfuant to a general court 
in the year 1664, their flock was valued at the end of the firfl feven 
years at 130 per cent ; and, within a year and a quarter after, there was 
50 per cent divided j and a fecond valuation was afterwards made in the 
fame manner. 

The Turkey company’s other objections are indeed fo trifling and in- 
conclufive, that the Eafl-India company gives them fliort anfwers,- ap- 
pealing at the fame time to their lordfliips for their weight, See. 

From the allegations of thefe two rival companies we learn a great 
deal of their hiflory ; and although both fides may have fomewhat ex- 
aggerated in their own favour, it is neverthelefs very eafy for the reader 
to determine the truth in all the material points in queflion between 
them. The Eafl-India company, among their other allegations, made 
great complaints againfl the interloping fhips for the lafl three years ; 

^ The ufc of all fuch manufadures has fince been e5c£fually prohibited. Am 
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and that as they were at Li 00,600 annnual expenfe for forts, foldiers, 
&c. it would be impoffible to carry on a profitable commerce if inter- 
lopers were tolerated. Yet the interlopers went on with their voyages 
to India ; one of whom, however, named Captain Thomas Sands, going^ 
out with a cargo of £50,000 value, was, at the company’s requefl, flop- 
ped by the king ; and, after a long and curious trial, a decifion was 
made by the chief-juflice Jeffreys in favour of the company ; fo that 
the fhip and cargo were fold off, to the proprietor’s great lofs : notwith- 
flanding which the interlopers continued their voyages to India, being 
encouraged by the opinions of fome of our greateft lawyers, who freely 
declared^ that the king could not legally obflrud them by any charter 
whatever granted to the company, unlefs their exclufive powers had the 
fandion of an ad of parliament. Neverthelefs, King Charles fent a fhip 
of war to India for the protedion of the company from interlopers and 
pirates. 

According to V oltaire, Louis XIV was at this time mailer of above. ! 00 
fhips of the line, feveral of which carried 1 00 guns, and fome more, and 
of 60,000 failors. He conflruded and fortified the famous ports of Toulon 
and Brefl at a prodigious expenfe ; and Rochefort alfo, in fpite of na- 
ture, was made a place of trade and naval force. 

So much had Colbert, the late prime minifler of France, applied him- 
felf to the improvement of the naval affairs and commerce of France, 
that the author of his life fays, that, in this year, the town of St. Malo 
alone fet forth in one month 65 well-rigged fhips for the Newfoundland 
fifhery, befides the fhips employed to the Levant, to Spain, and to the 
Well-Indies, and had alfo ten fhips on the flocks. 

Puffendorff obferves, that at this time the French king’s revenue was 
computed at 150 millions of livres ; whereas, he obferves, that in the 
lafl age it did not amount to above nine or ten millions ; in the time 
of Henry IV to 16 millions; and in the year 1639, to 77 millions, 
which vafl difference is chiefly to be afcribed to the different value of 
money fince thofe times, and partly alfo to the great taxes impofed on 
the fubjeds. 

Andrew Yarrant on, in a work txiiitltd England’s hiiprovement by fea 
md land,, (2 V. 4to) afferts, that tin plates, (i. e. iron plates tinned over) 
were now made in England through his means, he having been employ- 
ed by fome gentlemen to go to Bohemia, where he learned the manner 
of making them. When he returned home, he fet proper perfons to 
work, who made better ones than any he had feen abroad, the metal 
being better, and the plates more pliable. But a patent being obtained 
by fome great man at court, who had fmelt out the fcheme, for the foie 
making of them, that manufadure was dropped by his employers, who 
had with fo much charge made the difcovery. 

That manufadure remained for many years uhpradifed in England, 
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infomuch, that among the projects, called bubbles, of the year 1720, we 
fhall fee, that this was made one of them ; yet, lince that year the ma- 
nufadlure of tinned plates is brought to greater perfedtion in England 
than in any other part of the world. 

The proteftants in France being dayly more and more perfecuted by 
their moft chriftian monarch, King Charles was advifed by his council 
to iflue a proclamation, or order of council, promifing to all proteftants, 
who fhould withdraw from France, ample privileges in England, where- 
upon confiderable numbers of them came hither, even before the final 
revocation of the famous edid of Nantes, in the year 1685. 

So great was the flrength and power of the Dutch in Eaft-Tndia, at 
this time, that Sir William Temple, who was well acquainted with their 
affairs, obferves, that, befides the eflablilhraent or conquefts of their com- 
pany there, they had, in a manner, ereded another fubordinate com- 
monwealth in thofe parts, where, upon occafion, they could bring to fea 
40 or 50 ihips of war, and 30,000 landmen, by the lowed computa- 
tion. 

1682. — After the Englilh Hudfon’s-bay company had, with much la- 
bour, and charge in fadories and fettlements, efiablifhed their trade 
with the natives, while they were building a fort at Port-Nelfon, in the 
fouth part of that bay, the French from Canada, came privately and 
fuddenly, with two fhips, into the river Nelfon, and furprized our com- 
pany’s men, difpoirefTed them of that fettlement, and carryed them pri- 
foners to Canada. This was the firfl time that any French veffel had 
ever failed into Hudfon’s bay. But this piratical expedition was dif- 
owned by the French king, who promifed fatisfadion to our company, 
though whether any adequate fatisfadion was really made, does not ap- 
pear. Our company there alfo ereded a fort at Charleton ifle, whither 
all the peltry, &c. were to be brought from the other fadories, for load- 
ing the fhips for England. On Albany river, and on Hay’s illand, were 
forts and fadories alfo fettled ; and the company fent urgent inftrudions 
to their governors, by all means to endeavour to fave the great expenfe 
they were put to in fending annual fupplies of provilions from England, 
by trying to raife corn, &c. in that country. But this was foon found 
to be impradicable, by reafon of the intenfenefs of the cold, and long 
winters there, which foon deftroys almoft every thing fowed or planted 
in it. They had by this time five fettlements there, viz. Albany river, 
Hay’s iliand, Rupert’s river. Port Nelfon. and New Severn. 

In this year the Engliflr Eafl-India company loft one of the beft fac- 
tories which they had ever poflefled in all India, occafioned by a quar- 
rel between the old king of Bantam and his fon. Our company took 
part with the father, as the Dutch company, on the contrary, fided with 
the fon, and fent their forces to his afliftance from Batavia, whereby 
the old king was vanquifhed, and (hut up in prifon. Hereupon the 
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young king gave the Dutch pofleffion of the caftle of Bantam, which 
commanded both the town and port, whereupon that company drove 
out the Englifli company’s faiiors and fervants, and have ever fince pof- 
fefled the place. This is our company’s account of that affair, concern- 
ing which they had many difputes and conferences with the agents of 
the Dutch company ; and the later publifhed a pamphlet at London in 
1688, for their vindication, the fubftance whereof is, that it was not the 
Dutch, but the young king, who drove the Englifh from Bantam. On 
the other fide, our company made it but too plainly evident, that the 
young king was purely the Dutch company’s inflrument for that vio- 
lence, which enabled them to engrofs the entire commerce of Bantam ; 
for which end, and at the fame time, they got him to expel the French, 
Danes, and Portuguefe, as alfo the fubjedts of the mogul, and of all 
other Indian nations, although none of thefe had been , parties in the 
quarrel with his father. Our company alleged, moreover, that the 
Dutch had formerly pra^fifed the like, in a fimilar cafe, at Macaflar, 
and were now adlually doing the fame, in a difpute between two rajas 
on the Malabar coafl. It would be almofl endlefs, and alfo to very- 
little purpofe, to enlarge on the complaints of our company againfl the- 
Dutch, for injuries done them in India, or the Dutch company’s vindi- 
cation in anfwer to thofe complaints, and their accufations, in their 
turn, of wrongs done them by the Englifh company. 

The Dutch, by obtaining the command of Bantam, became entirely 
mafters of the weft end of the great ifland of Java ; as Batavia had long 
before given them a large dominion on the north fide of it. Yet, be- 
fides the king of Materan on the fouth fide of Java, there are ftill feveral 
other leffer fovereigns remaining unfubdued by the Dutch company. 

The Englifh Eaft-India company now began to fortify Bencoolen in 
the great ifland of Sumatra ; by which important fettlement they have 
preferved to England the pepper trade, which otherwife would have 
been loft to our company, after being driven from Bantam. This fort 
coft our company for completing it, in about ten years time, no fmaller 
a fum than L25 o,ooo. 

1683. — It was about this time that the ufeful conveyance of letters 
and parcels by the penny-poft was firft fet up in London and its fub- 
urbs, by a private undertaker, named Murray, (an upholfterer by 
trade) who afterward affigned the fame to one Dockwra, who carried it 
on fuccefsfully for a number of years, till the government laid claim to 
that project, as connected, and partly interfering, with the general poft- 
office, which was part of the crown revenue; it was therefor annexed 
to that revenue, in lieu of which Mr. Dockwra had a yearly penfion of 
L200 fettled on him for life : but the firft mention we find of this re- 
venue in the ftatute book was not till the year ,1711, as will be feen 
■under that year. 
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It was in the year 1683 that moil authors reckon 
France to have been in the meridian of power and glory ; 
for at this time the produce of the feveral branches of her Livres. 
revenue was reckoned annually to amount to - 215,566,633 

And, in the opinion of many who have made ftridt in- 
quiry into her revenue fince that period, fhe feems to 
have gradually funk in this refped, fo that, according to 
a well-written piece, in Englilh, publilhed in 1742, en- 
titled, an Enquiry into the revenue and trade of France, 
the annual revenue in 1733 did not amount to more than 140,278,473 

Difference between the years 1683 and 1733, - 75,288,160 



This is indeed a very great difference, and yet much of it may be 
accounted for from the unbounded ambition of Louis XIV in draining 
his kingdom of men and money for his wars, it being the opinion of 
fome, that ever fince his invafion of Holland in 1672, his revenue gra- 
dually funk, and the price of French lands therewith alfo funk ; and 
from, foon after this time, expelling a vaft number of his mofl induf- 
trious proteftant fubjedls, who, befides the wealth of many of them, car- 
ried along with them their arts and induftry, and taught the nations, 
who wifely, as well as pioufly, received them, almofl all kinds of French 
manufadures ; hereby it was, that France foon began to feel a great 
abatement of her exports of manufadures, both to England- and Hol- 
land. 

1. With refped to England, France formerly fupplied her with ma- 

nufadured filks of all forts, to the value in flerling money, of 
about - - - - - - L6oo,ooo 

but now none at all. 

2. With linen, fail-cloth, and canvas, to about LyoOjOOO 
but fince the high duties we have laid on French goods, 
amounting to a prohibition, thefe are partly manufadured 
at home, and partly imported from Holland, Germany, and 
Rufiia, (and more, lately from' Scotland and Ireland) who 
take off our own goods in return.. Deduding, therefor,, 
about L20o,ooo for French cambrics, which, in time of 
peace, are faid to come by way of Dunkirk, &x. the clear 

annual lofs to France, in this article, will be - 500,000 

3. In beaver hats, in glafs, watches, and clocks, - 220,000 

(Since entirely our own manufadures,, of which we 
alfo export a great quantity.), 

4. In paper of all kinds, of which we now make much 

at home, and the reft we take of Holland and Genoa, - 90,00.0 

5. In iron ware,, which we formerly had from Auvergne,. 

Vol.il. 4H- 
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but now make better and cheaper at Birmingham, Sheffield, 

&c. and of which alfo we export immenfe quantities to our 
plantations, as well as to fundry parts of Europe, 

6. In fhalloons, tammies, &c. from Picardy and Cham- 

paigne, now made better at home, of which alfo much is 
exported - " " " 

7. In French wines, inftead of which we noW take thofe 
of. Portugal in return for our own manufactures, 

8. In French brandies, 2000 tons, (which is lefs than for- 

merly, owing to the great improvement of our own diilil*- 
iery, and to the much increafed tafte for plantation rum) at 
L40 per ton, ■“ - - - 

Total lofs per annum to France, by England’s great im- 
provement in manufadtures, and turning her imports into 
more profitable channels, - - - Li, 880, 000 

With refpedt to the Dutch, they had formerly but few, and moftly 
inconfiderable, manufadlures of their own ; they contented themfelves 
with being the common carriers of the manufadlures of France and 
other parts of Europe from one country to another, and their immenfe 
fifliery ; but now they make y aft quantities of rich filks and velvets, be- 
ftdes their woollen, linen, and paper, manufa<ftures. Sec. So that (accord- 
ing to Mr Burrifh’s of the Dutch trade') they do not, in our times, 

take off above half the quantity from France they formerly did, or 
about - - - - L6oo,ooo 

2. In hats (moft of their finer ones coming from Eng- 

gland) they have abated about - ^ _ 

3. The like in glafs, clocks, watches, and houfehold fur- 
niture, (chiefly of late years from England) faved about, 

4. The like of fringes, gloves, and paper, 

5. Linen, canvas, and fail-cloth, - 

6. Saffron, foap, woad, honey, and woollen yarn, abated 

about - - - - 


Total of the former Dutch imports leffened yearly, - 1,702,000 

Total decreafe ofEnglifli and Dutch imports from France 
yearly, fince about the year 1683, - - L3, 5 82,000 

If fo great a Iqfs could be exadffy afcertaiiied, which is not here pre- 
tended to, though probably near the mark, and confidering alfo all the 
other conduct of Louis XIV, we are not much to be furprifed at the 
-decreafe of the French revenues, even after allowing much for the late 
great increafe of the commerce of the French American colonies, and 
alfo of their territory by the addition of Lorrain. 
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The Englifh interlopers to Eaft-India becoming fo very numerous, 
our Eaft-India company this year obtained a new charter from King 
Charles II, (being his fifth charter to them) whereby all former charters 
w'ere confirmed, and they were empowered to feize the fliips and mer- 
chandize of the interlopers, with the forfeiture of one half to the king, 
and the other half to the company, who were thereby empowered to 
raife, train, and mufter, fuch military forces, as they fhould judge requi- 
fite ; and at their forts, fa dories &c. to exercife martial law. More- 
over, for redreffing injuries and wrongs committed on the high feas with- 
in their limits, a court of judicature might be ereded by the company, 
to confift: of one civilian and two merchants, who were to determine all 
cafes of forfeitures and feizures of fhips and goods within their limits, 
and all maritime and mercantile bargains, policies of infurance, bills, 
bonds, contrads, charter-parties, wages of mariners, trefpaffes on the 
high feas, 8tc. 

The people of the ifle of St. Helena being this year in a ftate of rebel- 
lion and infurredion, and the company being enabled by their new 
charter to reduce them to obedience, executed fome 'perfons who tu~ 
multuoufly refufed to pay certain taxes, which they alleged to be con- 
trary to their contrad with the company when they went to fettle there: 
a great clamour was thereupon raifed by their widows and relations,. ^ 
whofe cafe being laid before the houfe of commons in the year 1685, 
that houfe voted what the company had thereby done to be arbitrary 
and' illegal, which created the company many enemies. Their ftock,,. 
however, at this time fold from 360 to 500 per cent. 

This year the Turks, inftigated by Louis XIV of France, and by the 
Hungarian malcontents, and encouraged by the feeblenefs of the empe- 
ror Leopold, made their way through Hungary, and fat down’ before 
Vienna wdth 150,000 men. The taking of this city would have open- 
ed a way for the Turks and French to conquer much, if not all Ger- 
many ; the apprehenfion whereof made moft part of Europe tremble,: 
and England in particular, while her monarch cared for nothing but his 
pleafures and arbitrary power. Providence,, however, fruftrated thofe 
great enterprifes, by the junCiion of John Sobieflty, king of Poland, with i 
the duke of Lorrain and the imperial army, whereby the fiege was- 
raifed, and the Turks forced to retreat precipitately through Hungary,, 
with the lofs o'f ail that they had conquered in that kingdom. The im- 
perialifts foon reduced all Tranfylvania, as the Venetians did all the- ; 
Morea, the city and territory of Athens, and the ifle of Scio, which,,, 
however, they again lofl in the year following. Gould they have heldy j 
that ifland, it would in fome meal ure have cutoff the Turks from a. 
maritime communication with their territories in the Archipelago, Afia,. 
and Egypt. Thus the Turks, who, for two centuries paff, had extended:, i 
their boundaries as far as, and in fome parts farther than, the Roman. 
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empire in its meridian glory, northward, eaftward, and fouthward, now 
received a confiderable check ; but they have never yet been able to 
get ground weft ward, maugre all their bold efforts againft the eaftern 
fliores of Italy, and alfo. in this and the preceding renowned fiege of 
Vienna. . 

This year, Dr. Hugh Chamberlain, a phyfician, and one Robert Mur- 
ray, both great projedors, made a mighty ftir with their fcheme of a 
bank, for circulating bills of credit on merchandize to be pawned there- 
in, and for lending money to the induftrious poor on pawns, at fix per 
cent intereft ; yet it came to nothing. 

This year King Charles fent Lord Dartmouth, attended by the able 
Mr. Pepys, fecretary of the admiralty, with 20 ftiips ofwar, to demolifti 
the town, caftle, and mole, of Tangier, and to choke up its harbour. It 
»was faid to be very ftrong when the Portuguefe delivered it up to Eng- 
land in the year 1662, but King Charles rendered it almoft impregna- 
ble. He, for the fecurity of its haven and fhipping, conftruffed a fu- 
•perb mole, the extremities whereof run out 600 yards into the fea ; and 
its ftones were as ftrongly cemented together as if it had been one en- 
tire rock, infomuch, that they were forced to drill it in many parts, and 
fo to blow it up piece-meal, whereby it took up fix months in its entire 
demolition. The mole had been made extremely commodious for our 
flbipping and commerce, by reafon of its fituation cm the African fide of 
the Straits. 

1684. — ^In April 1684 Lord Dartmouth returned to England with 
the garrifon, artillery, and ftores. As fundry towns on the fame fliore 
are ftill held by Spain and Portugal, Tangier would probably, at this 
day, have been lefs an objedt of jealoufy to the other European powers 
than Gibraltar is on the oppofite fhore : but whether its harbour and 
fituation on the fouth ftiore, where the current is faid to run much 
ftronger into the Straits than on the oppofite fhore, would have in all 
refpedls. equally anfwered our commercial and political ends, is a point 
we will not prefume to determine. Yet we imagine it will fcarcely be 
denied, that our retaining it, along with Gibraltar, would have been a 
confiderable additional fecurity to our commerce, and poflibly alfo an 
augmentation of our naval power and influence, by keeping conftantly 
a fquadron of ftiips in fo fecure a port. Leaving this point, however, 
for ftatefmen to determine, we (hall only add v/hat ,fo me* hiftorians far- 
ther relate, viz. that the rubbifh of the demolifhed mole, and of the 
walls. of the town, being thrown into the harbour, has, fo effedually 
choked it, up, that it can never hereafter be a commodious port, which, 
however, is at leaft doubtful till a trial fhall be attempted. Mr. Burchett, 
in his Naval hiftory, relates, ‘ that by our king’s diredion there were 
* buried amongft the ruins a , confiderable number of milled crown 
f , pieces of his majefty’s coin, which, poflibly many centuries hence,. 
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‘ may declare to fucceeding ages, that that place was once a member 
‘ of the Britifli empire.’ . And (let us juft fubjoin) who can tell but 
that hereafter it may be judged the intereft of the Britifli empire to re- 
aflume its right to that ports ? More efpecially, if what is faid by fome 
be true, that the foundation of its demolilhed mole, as well as of its 
walls, remain entire, and that it is very poffibie for its haven to be en- 
tirely cleared of the rubbifh. Profeflbr Oakley, in his Account of fouth- 
weft Barbary, thinks it would be an enterprife worth attempting, and 
eafily to be effedled, to recover the place again. For, fays he, if 2000 
men were to go, with three men of war and two bomb-ketches, they 
might make themfelves mafters of it in twenty-four hours time : for 
upon the heaving of a fcore of bombs, not one foul of the Moors' would 
ftay within the town, and then the h>ldiers might land at pleafure, who 
would have nothing elfe to do but to plant their guns on the walls, and 
by night to empty a few places of the ditches that are filled. 

The French hitherto mifmanaged their Eaft-India company : for 
though they kept up the figure of a great fociety, yet, upon a full ftate 
of their circumftances, it liow plainly appeared they had adually run 
out half their capital, or about L300, 000 fterling. Whereupon it was 
refolved to put that company upon a new bottom, laying afide the me- 
thod of chambers of directors in the fea-ports, which had been fet up 
in imitation of the Dutch company, and to place its entire management 
in twelve diredors refiding at Paris, with proper falaries. This com- 
pany had, in the year 1670, furrendered their property of the ifland of 
.Madagafcar ; and their king, in the year 1685, in confirming their new 
conftitution, left them at liberty either to refume Madagafcar, or to 
leave it in his Taands, and they chofe the later. There were fundry 
caufes of the company’s misfortunes, as their vrar with Holland from 
1672 to 1678, the mercenary management of their fervants in India, 
and efpecially their intermeddling fo boldly, agreeably to the genius of 
their nation, in the affairs of the kingdom of Siam, whereby the king 
of Siam was murdered in his palace, and the French garrifon totally de- 
ftroyed, after they had been at the expenfe of fending thither a fquadron 
of fliips, with land-forces, for making that king more abfolute than the 
people liked him to be, and flattered themfelves with converting all 
Siam to their chriftian religion. This was the ftate of that company, 
when Pont-Ghar train fucceeded Colbert as prime minifter. He was far 
from being a friend to this company, as will briefly appear hereafter. 

In this year yre have the lord chief-juftice Pollexfen’s argument, as fo 
termed, printed in a fuit brought by the Eaft-India company againft 
Thomas Sands, who had fitted out a fhip for India without being li- 
cenced by that company, ift. Sands in his defence, pleaded a ftatute 
[i8 Edw. Ill, c. 3] whereby it is enaffed, that the feas fhall be open 
for ail merchants to pafs with their merchandize wherever they pleafe. 
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adly, The ftatute [21 Jac. /, c. 3] declaring all monopolies to be againlt 
the common law. 3dly, That the grant of any foie trade M’hatever is 
contrary to magna charta, [9 HI, c. 30] and to divers other antient 
flatntes, as 25 'Edw. HI, c. 2, 2 Ric. II, c. i, and 1 1 i?zV. II, c. y, both 
which enact, that all letters-patent and commands, to the contrary of' 
the freedom of commerce, fhall be void. Then he proceeds to Ihew, 
that the Eaft-India company is a true monopoly, as defcribed by our 
law books, and is not like the Turkey, Ruffia, and Hamburgh com- 
panies, where there is no joint flock, but every member ufes his own 
trade, buys and fells his own commodities, and has his own fervants 
and factors. Thefe companies only order what fhips fhall go, but leave 
to every member to fend his merchandize at his own will and pleafure ; 
and no man is refufed to be free of their companies that has a mind, 
paying fome fmall fum for his freedom. But this body-politic, the in- 
vifible corporation, trades perhaps for a million flerling yearly. The 
laft th'ree fales that they made came to Li ,8oo,ooq, and nobody hath 
thefe commodities but they. No man can vote in their company un- 
lefs he has L500 flock, which cofls above Li 500. In fhort, his lord- 
fhip laboured, not unfuccefsfully, to prove the company to be a true 
monopoly, and Sands to be innocent, as the company was not eflablifh- 
ed by any adl of parliament. Yet the king’s order for the fhip not to 
fail obliged Sands, after a year’s fufpenfe, to fell his fhip and cargo with, 
great lofs. The fhips and goods of fome other interloper^, as they were 
then filled, were likewife feized and confifcated in the following r.eign,. 
in the years 1686 and 1687: but they took out no licence from the- 
company. All which was decided dire^ly againfl the fpirit and maxims 
of our common law,, ptirely for fupporting a lawiefs prerogative in the 
crown, which, under another monarch, fix years after tlris time, was. 
agreed to be legally difclaimed. 

About this time, (according to- Dr, D’Avenant’s Eflay upon w;ays and. 
means of fupplying the war, London, 1695) the poor-rate,, or the ex- 
penfe of maintaining the poor of England, came to about L665,ooo 
yearly r and, England, being certainly richer than it was then, it is the 
general opinion, that in our days it cofls the nation about a million of 
money. And it is much to be feared, with our author, that as this 
money is managed in mofl places, inflead of relieving fuch as are true- 
ly poor and im]^x)tent, which the laws defign, it ferves only to nourifh 
and continue vice and floth in the nation. Such a patriot fpirit may, 
it is to be hoped, fome time or other ftart up in the great council of 
the nation, as fhall be able to devife an effedlual means of obviating the 
too juft objedtions againfl the prefent legal methods of providing for our 
poor, fo as to fave to the nation the greateft part of the expenfe, and at. 
the fame time find ufeful employment for the greateft part of the poor^, 
now maintained in floth at the public expenfe. 

3- 
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Louis XI V of* France, in the plenitude of his power, delighted to 
exert his infolent fuperiority by heaping public difgrace on feebler 
ftates. Of this we have a pregnant inftance in his treatment of the de- 
cayed republic of Genoa. He pretended, in the year 1682, that the 
republic had held certain fecret practices with the Spanifti governor of 
Milan, of which he accufed and admonifhed them by his ambalTador 
St. Olon. 

The duke of Mantua had made a treaty with Louis to take all the 
fait ufed in his country from France. St. Olon demanded of Genoaj 
not only a free paiTage for the fait through their territories, but alfo 
leave to ered magazines thereof at Savona. And he alfo demanded that 
the republic Ihould pay to the heirs of the count de Lavagne, formerly 
a rebel Genoefe, who were then fettled in France, the amount of the 
effeds which that count’s rebellion had made to be forfeited to the 
date. 


Both thefe modeft demands were juftly looked on with indignation 
by the Genoefe, more efpecially that of the fait, as interfering with 
their own commdce. The French author of the Hiftory of Genoa 
neverthelefs adds, that, though this demand might indeed feem fome- 
what uncommon, yet the republic on this occafion ought to have yield- 
ed in favour of a prince, now looked upon by all the world as the ar- 
biter of the fate of Europe. 

There was yet a third indance, of infolence which exceeded both the 
former, viz. Louis’s declaration, that in cafe Genoa fliould fend to fea 
four new galleys they had jud built, he would condrue it as an hodility 
againd himfelf, and would in that cafe feize on all their Chips and ef- 
fedls, wherever they could be found. In Chort, Spain having broke with 
France, in the year 1 684, and the Genoefe refufing to comply with the 
above arbitrary demands, and putting themfelves under the protedlion 
of Spain, Louis determined to bring down their pride, as he termed 
it, by bombarding their dately capital city, and laying it almod entire- 
ly in afhes with his bombs and cannon, and thereby alfo dedroying 
multitudes of their citizens. Not content with this cruel proof of his 
power and refentment, he obliged the republic, by a treaty in the year 
1685, to fend the reigning doge, or head of their date, in his ducal 
robes to Verfailles, with four of the principal fenators, there folemnly 
to alk pardon of the grand monarch in the mod abjedl manner ; they 
were thereby alfo bound to difarm their new galleys, and to reduce their 
naval force to its former date of fix galleys only. So low was this date 
now fallen, whoCe naval power had formerly been the terror of all the 
dates on both fides of the Mediterranean. They were moreover obliged, 
to difcharge all the Spanifh troops quartered on their territories, to re- 
nounce the league with Spain made fince 1683, and finally, to pay 
1 00,000 crowns to the heirs of their 'rebel fubjed, &c. After their 
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Iiumble Gonipliance with thefe and fuch articles, Louis condefcended to 
permit this miferably fhattered people to esift as a free ftate. The un- 
paralleled article of obliging the reigning doge of Genoa, who repre- 
ients the majefty of the republic, to leave the feat of fovereignty, and 
in his robes of ftate to abafe himfelf before the grand monarch, occa- 
fioned a well-known witty reply of that doge to a queftion of a French 
courtier, who alking him, which was the greateft rarity of all the fine 
things he had feen at Paris ? (which, after his humiliation, Louis had 
commanded to be ftiewn to him) facetioufly replied, that he thought 
himfelf the greateft rarity he had feen at Paris. ' 

1685 — -We are now come to the famous revocation of what was be- 
fore' deemed the perpetual and irrevocable edidt of Nantes, by which 
the proteftants in France enjoyed the free and public exercife of their 
religion ; a revocation which, on one hand, proved very lamentable to 
many hundred thoufands of honeft and innocent people in that king- 
dom, more efpecially to fuch as by age and infirmities were difabled 
from feeking an afylum elfewhere: but which, on the other hand, was 
produdtive of much good to almoft all the proteftant countries of Eu- 
rope, but more elpecially to the commerce of Holland and England, 
while it greatly diminilhed that of France, and deprived her of great 
fums of money carried away by thofe refugees into other countries. 

It is neither our province nor intent to defcribe Louis’s motives for 
fetting on foot a cruel perfecution of fo many of his beft and moft in- 
duftrious fubjeds, of which fo much has been written and publifhed in 
moft European languages, our proper province being purely to fliew its 
very confiderable influence on the commerce and manufa(ftures of the 
othernations of Europe. The people, whom Louis thus violently forced 
out of his kingdom, were, generally throughout all France, the beft mer- 
chants, manufadlurers, and artificers, of that kingdom. There are very 
various accounts of the total number of them : thofe who reckon up 
all wha retired from France fome time before, as well as immediately 
upon, and alfo fome years after, this revocation, go fo high as one mil- 
lion of men, women, and children. Poffibly this may be fomewhat 
over-reckoned. Others, reckoning only thofe who withdrew immedi- 
ately upon the revocation, make them only fomewhat more than 300,000 
perfons. Thofe who had moft money retired into England and Holland 
but the moft induftrious part of them fettled in Brandenburgh, where 
they introduced the manufactures of cloth, ferges, fluffs, druggets, crapes, 
caps, ftockings, hats, and alfo the dying of all Ibrts of colours. They 
were in number about 20,000 at firft, but they foon multiplied: and 
. foon alfo made ample returns to their generous benefaCtor the eleCtor 
Frederick William. Berlin now had goldfmiths, jewellers, watchmak- 
ers, and carvers : and fuch as were fettled in the open country planted 
tobacco, and variety of fruits, and pulfe, Others , make, the total num- 
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ber of refugees to be 800,000. A part of the fuburbs of London, fays 
Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV, (meaning Spitalfields) was peopled 
entirely with French manufadlurers in lilk. For other arts, fome thou- 
fands of them helped to people and increafe the fuburbs of Soho and 
St. Giles’s. Others of them carried to England the art of making cryftai 
in perfedlion, which for that reafon was about this fame time loft in 
France. He fays, that only 600,000 fled from the perfeGUtion of Louis, 
carrying with them their riches, their induftry, and implacable hatred 
againft their king. And wherever they fettled, they became an addi- 
tion to the enemies of France, and greatly inflamed thofe powers, al- 
ready inclined to war. It may feem fomewhat ftrange that more of 
them did not fettle in England, confidering the general liberty of this 
free nation ; yet, through the too general and impolitic averfion of the 
Englifh to all ft rangers, even though fuffering for the proteftant reli- 
gion, and their monopolizing-corporation cities and towns ; and, on the 
other hand, the great immunities, 8cc. allowed them in Holland, Swit- 
zerland, Germany, and Pruffia, we are not to wonder that not above 
50,000 of them did adlually fettle in England, where, inftead of doing 
us hurt, they have proved a great and manifeft blefling, by improving 
fome of our antient arts and manufactures, and likewife by introducing 
fundry new ones. Others, however, think, that in all there were fet- 
tled in Great Britain and Ireland at leaft 70,000 of thofe refugees. 

France, by its profitable commerce with England, &c. having ac- 
quired great riches in the times preceding this revocation, did not im- 
mediately feel the bad effeds of driving out fo many induftrious mer- 
chants, manufacturers, and artificers ; yet in procefs of time die found 
her manufactures and inland trade thereby greatly decayed. The Eng- 
lifh people, affifted by thofe refugees, fet on foot fundry French manu- 
fadures and fabrics, never before made in England, and which we fhall 
* never more take from France, as we have in moft cafes outdone our 

teachers therein. But as many of thofe refugees were eminent mer- 
chants and manufadurers, and did undoubtecily bring along with them 
much money and effeds, I have feen a computation, at the lowed; fup- 
pofition, of only 50,000 of thofe people coming to Great Britain, and 
that, one with another, they brought L60 each in money or effeds, 
whereby they added three millions fterling to the wealth of Britain. 

The author of the Hiftory of the edid of Nantes, (printed at Delft, 
1695) takes fpecial notice of the great number of civil officers who had 
been in the French king’s fervice, fo confiderable as to fill all the courts 
of Europe with them. That, moreover, fo many of the young no- 
bleffe, trained up for the army, withdrew at the fame time, as to form 
whole companies of foldiers in the Dutch and Brandenburgh fervice. 
In England, even in King James IPs reign, large colledions were made 
for the refugees, who, at the revolution by King William’s acceffion to 
VoL. II. 4 I 
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the throne, had Li 5,000 yearly fettled on fuch as either were perfons; 
of quality, or were through age, &c. unable to fupport themfelves r 
which allowance is now reduced, as there are very few proper objedts 
for it left alive. To the French refugees England owes the improve- 
ment of fundry manufadures of flight woollen fluffs, of fllk, linen, 
paper, glafs, hats, (the two laft fince brought to the utmoft perfection 
by us.) The filks called alamodes and luftrings were entirely owing to 
them; alfo brocades, fatins, black and coloured mantuas, black padua- 
foys, ducapes, watered tabbies, black velvets ; alfo watches, cutlery-ware, 
clocks, jacks, locks, furgeons inftruments, hard-ware, toys, &c. 

The two firft kings of Pruflia caufed colledlions to, be made for them 
throughout their dominions ; they alfo fettled flipends on their clergy, 
built them churches, granted them immunities from taxes and offices., 
Thofe princes adually placed their agents on the confines of France to 
condud the refugees to Brandenburgh, and bear their expenfes all the 
way. They alfo fettled great numbers of them in their new kingdom, 
of Pruflia, which was then but thin of people, where they had lands, 
affigned them, gratis and tax free, as alfo in Brandenburgh ; in Berlin 
they have fince built many new ftreets, and greatly improved the whole 
country, by manufadures, arts, agriculture, &c. Thofe kings divided 
them into colonies, and appointed them, magiftrates. of their own. 

The great eledor Frederick William allowed them a yearly penfion 
of 40,000 crowns j he brought in the ufe of poft-houfes, till then un- 
known in Germany. The ftreets of his towns were paved and lighted 
by Ian thorns ; for till then the courtiers were obliged to go on ftilts to; 
Potfdam, w’hen the court refided there, becaufe of the heaps of dirt irt 
the ftreets. 

‘ Nothing,’ fays the author of Memoirs of the Dutch eommerce;. 
‘ has increafed the inhabitants as well as manufadures of Flolland fo; 
‘ much as the French proteftant refugees, who were almoft all of them 

* merchants and artifans.’ And even this French and popifti. biftiop 
adds, that ‘ whenever trade is, clogged or conftrained in any country, 
‘ it will retire to other countries where it can have more fafety.’ The 
author of the Fliftory of the edid of Nantes,, obferves, ‘ that the li- 
‘ ' berality of the ftates-general of the United. Netherlands to thofe in- 

* nocent refugees was fo great, that it can fcarcely be too amply de^ 
‘ fcribed. They fettled a fund for an incredible number of penfions 
‘ to military officers,, gentlemen, and minifters, and for fupplies. to vir- 
‘ gins and ladies of quality.. Great fums alfo were raifed for fuppprt- 
‘ ing their poor, for whom liberal colledions were made in all their 
‘ towns and villages:, and the prince and princefs of Orange were 
‘ bright examples of that charity, both before and after they became 
‘ monarchs of Britain., The prince of Eaft Frifeland alfo teftified his 
‘ z^eal for their relief.’ 

3 ' ' 
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Voltaire \_Jge of Louis XIV^ V. ii, c. 2] fays, that near 50,000 fa- 
milies left France in the fpace of three years, and were afterwards fol- 
lowed by others, who introduced their arts, manufadures, and riches, 
among Grangers : that almoft all the north part of Germany (a country 
hitherto rude and void of induftry) received a new face from the mul- 
titude of refugees tranflated thither, peopling entire cities, where fluffs, 
lace, hats, flockings, formerly imported from France, were now made 
in fhofe countries. 

Neither were the proteflant cantons of Switzerland lefs kind and 
bountiful to fuch of thofe good people who took fhelter amongfl them, 
by fupplying them with every neceffary, and even fettling penfions on 
them. In a few months after this revocation, the city of Geneva 
doubled her inhabitants : yet, left France fhould refent it, her magif- 
trates were obliged to fend them away again. The landgrave of Hefie 
Caflel received them in great numbers, and was extremely kind to them. 
Even the lutheran princes received them kindly, and ere£ted churches, 
fchools, and hofpitals, for them, particularly the princes of Lunenburgh, 
the free cities of Germany, the margrave of Bareith, &c. They, in 
fhort, fpread themfelves throughout every other part of Europe where 
any degree of freedom or toleration of private judgment in matters of 
religion was allowed, as in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Livonia, Po- 
land, and Ruffia. Some even wandered as far as our American colonies : 
and wherever they were received, they became a fubflantial bleffing to 
their benefadlors by improving their trade and manufailures ; more- 
over, many of them having been eminent merchants, fuch of thofe who 
fixed in England and Holland, fettled correfpondences all over the world, 
greatly to the increafe of commerce. 

On this interefting fubjedt we can fcarcely judge it a digreffion to 
join with Penfionary De Witt (in his Intereji of Holland) in behalf of the 
freedom of toleration of religion, ‘ as being highly conducive to the 
‘ increafe of commerce, preferving our people at home, and alluring 
‘ firangers to come and fettle with us : for,’ adds he, ‘ all civilized peo- 
‘ pie muft be fuppofed to pitch upon fome outward fervice of God as 
‘ the beft, and to be averfe from all other forms ; and fuch perfons 
' will abhor even to travel, and much more to refide, in countries where 
‘ they are not permitted to ferve God outwardly after the manner they 
‘ like beft. Yet the clergy (almoft everywhere but in Holland) having 
‘ a fettled livelihood, which depends not on the political welfare of the 
‘ land, do, through human frailty, teach and preach up all that can have 
‘ a tendency to their own credit, profit, and eafe, even though it be to 
' the ruin of their own country.’ He then goes on to lliew how they 
perfecute diflenters fsom tlntva, odio iheologico, as he phrafes it : ‘ where- 
‘ as,’ adds he, ‘ all ehriftian clergymen ought to reft fatisfied, according 
‘ to their mafter’s doftrine, with enlightening and perfuafion alone, and 
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* ihould be far from compulfion,, either by fpirkual or bodily punifli- 
‘ ments. How prejudicial fucb coercive practices are, efpecially in rich 

* trading cities, Lubeck, Cologne, and Aix-Ia-Chapelle, may inftrud; us^ 

‘ where both the rulers and fubjedis of thofe lately fo famous cities 
‘ have, fince the reformation, loft moft of their wealth, chiefly by fuch 
‘ compulfion in religion ; many of their inhabitants being thereby driv- 
‘ en out, and ftrangers likewife difcouraged from coming to refide in 
‘ them.’ . 

In this firft year of King James IT an adt of parliament [c. 4] granted 
to him new duties on tobacco and fugar ; and this, we muft obferve, 
was the firft time that tobacco and fugar of our own colonies were par- 
ticularly taxed by name ; there being till now only I 2<i per pound (or 
5 per cent on their value) laid on them, under the general name of 
poundage, as on all other imported goods : but fince this time thofe 
two moft valuable commodities have proved, very confiderable aids to 
the nation in its revenue., 

French merchandize being prohibited to be imported into England: 
in the year 1678, as we have feen, for three years to come, and to the 
end of the next feffion of parliament,, and there having been no parlia- 
ment during the remainder of King Charles II’s reign, King James II, 
in the very beginning of his reign , having great occafion for the friend- 
fhip of the French king for enabling him to accomplifti the two grand 
points he had in view, viz, the eftablifhment of popery and of defpotic. 
power in England, got an adf of parliament pafted [a. 6J abfolutely re- 
pealing that prohibition ; whereupon enfued an inundation of French: 
commodities, to the Value of above four, millions fterling, -within the 
compafs of lefs than three years, whereby all the evils formerly com- 
plained of were renewedV infomuch that the nation would have been 
foon beggared, had it not been for. the happy revolution in the year. 
1688, when all commerce with France was efietftually barred. 

It appears from the cuftom-houfe books that the linen alone imported- 
in the year 1686 was valued at no lefs than L398,6ii : 14 : 10, befides 
clandeftine importations thereof : and at a medium of three years, viz.. 
1686-7-8, there were annually imported from. France 1.8,150 tons of 
wine, and 4-000 of brandy. . 

And in the fame three years there were upon an average imported ' 
annually from.France,, 

Linens to the value of ' -. L7oo,ooo- o o; 

Luftrings and alamodes - 212,500 o o 

Other filk fabrics. - - 500,000 o o 

Paper - -- _ 50,000 o o: 

[Britijb merchant, pp. ^2^.'} 

Such, however, ■was the kindnefs of Louis in return, that but two • 
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years after tBis (1687) he prohibited the importation of moft of our 
woollen manufadures into France : yet King James, though naturally 
inclined to favour commerce, lacrificed the great interefts of his king- 
dom to his enthuliafm and his high ideas of his royal prerogative. 

By an ad of parliament [15 Car. II, c. 14] the revenue of the gene- 
ral poft-oflhce, and afterwards alfo L24,ooo yearly out of the hereditary 
excife, was fettled on the duke of York and. his heirs male, Tn this iirfi; 
year of that prince’s reign^ by the name of King James II, his obfequi— 
ous parliament enaded, [c, 1 2] that both thofe. revenues Ihould here- 
after be to him, his heirs, and fuccelTors, one entire and indefeafible 
eftate in fee-fimple. : fo that the- poft-ofEce' revenue was made the king 
of Great Britain’s private eftate forever, and therefor is never to be ac- 
* counted for by him to parliament, as all public revenues are. . It was 
now eftimated at L65, 000 per annum. 

For the encouragement of ftiip-building, greatly decayed in New- 
caftle, Hull, Y'armouth, Ipfwich, and other ports of England on the 
eaftern coafts, occafioned chiefly by employing foreign-built fhips in 
the coal-trade, and other inland or coafting trades, there tvas a duty 
of 5^ per ton laid on all fuch Ihipping by ad of parliament, ya. II, 
c. 1 8J one half thereof to be for the ufe of the cheft at Chatham, and 
the other to the corporation of the trinity-houfe, towards the relief of 
wounded and decayed feamen, their widows and children. 

The weftern fuburbs of London continually increaflng, more efpeci- 
ally in the parifh of St. Martin’s in the fields, on a parcel of ground call- 
ed Kemps-field, whereon, towards the later part of the reign of King 
Charles II, fundry new ftreets were ereded, the inhabitants obtained an 
ad of parliament [i Ja. II, c. 20] to enable them to ered the fame in- 
to a diftind parifh, by the name of St. Anne’s, within the liberty of 
Weftminfter, and. to tax themfelves for fihilhing their new- church of 
thatnarae.. 

Another ad of parliament,, the laft ad pafled in King James’s reign,, 
[r Ja. II, c. 22] ereds another parifli in the fuburbs, to be called St.. 
James,, in the liberty of Weftminfter,, till now part of the parifh of St.. 
Martin’s in the fields.. It appears by that ad, that the earl: of St. Al- 
ban’s,. (Henry Jermyn, then deceafed) and the other inhabitants of the 
new ftreets called: Jermyn-ftreet,. &c, in- a: place formerly called St.. 
James’s fields,, had been at the expenfe of above L7000 for eroding; 
their new church and laying out their churchyard y but not having yet. 
finifhed the church, nor a manfion-houfe for its minifter, &c. they were 
hereby enabled fo to do by a rate on the inhabitants. It appears by this; 
ad, that fundry parts of this new parifli were not then builtup into.- 
ftreets, which, however, are fo in our days. 

About this fame, time, and particularly in this fame year, there, was: 
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not a little written both in England and Holland on the fubjecl of mak- 
ing fea-water frefh. Propofals were made, and patents granted, for the 
fame, as being of fo great a benefit to failors on long voyages ; yet even 
to this day, notwithftanding fundry later propofals, there has been no 
effedlual progreCs made therein. 

In this firft year of King James II’s reign, he coined gold of 22 car- 
rats fine and two carrats allay into L44 : 10 by tale per lb. of gold, 
viz. into pieces of 10, 20, and 4cy', and L5 pieces : and his filver coins 
contained in a pound weight of the old ftandard 62/ by tale, viz. crowns, 
half-crowns, fhillings, fixpences, groats, twopences, and pence. The 
ftandards the fame as in our days. 

Pope Innocent XI, being indebted 40 millions of Roman crowns, 
(equal to about ii millions fterling) executed a fcheme of redudlion, 
probably copied from what had been done by the ftates of Holland in 
the year 1655, as we have fhewn under that year. 

The pope finding that his public debts, though bearing only 4 per 
cent intereft, were now fold fo high as 122 per cent, in the firft place 
took care to provide three or four millions of crowns in ready cafh, and 
thereupon iffued a declaration, that fuch as would for the future be fa- 
tisfied v/ith an intereft of 3 per cent, fhould declare their confent by a 
limited time ; and that fuch as chofe rather to be paid off their princi- 
pal debt, might come and receive it. This option made all the cre- 
ditors accept the propofal of continuing at 3 per cent, by payments of 
one half per cent every two months, rather than take their principal 
money: and it feems, though the intereft was thus reduced, the prin- 
cipal, in a very ftiort time after, rofe at market to ii2 per cent. [R/- 
Jhop Bicrnefs Letters and travels.l 

This is the fecond inftance of the good fuccefs of a national finking 
fund in Europe. 

The king of France, obferving that the great extent of the limits of 
the Senegal company (no lefs than about fifteen hundred leagues of the 
coaft of Africa) excluded all his other fubjeds from trading in negro 
ftaves for the ufe of the French Weft-India colonies, now eftabliftied a 
new Guinea company, with an exclufive right for twenty years to trade 
in negroes, gold dull, &c. between the river Sierra Leona and the Cape 
of Good Hope ; the coaft from Sierra Leona to Cape Bianco being re- 
ferved to the Senegal company. . 

On this occafion it will be no digreflion to remark the great altera- 
tion which the tranfplantation of animals, as well as of vegetables, makes 
by the difference of climate, air, latitude, &c. The Portuguefe fettled 
in Angola, &c. on the African coaft, in a few generations gradually 
contract the compieffion of the natives, even their woolly hair, thick 
lips, and flat nofes; and negroes born in Europe become gradually more 
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• light-coloured *. Our Engliih maftiff-dogs are known to degenerate on 

, the continent. Spanifli horfes do the fame in the Spanifh Weft-Indies; 

"■ _ yet in Chili alone they are faid to meliorate the breed. By tranfplant- 

ing the vines on the banks of the Rhine the rich wine of the Canaries 
. was iirft produced. Some fay alfo, that from the fame vine, tranfplant- 

ed a fecond time to the Dutch colony at the Cape of Good Hope, has 
been produced that moft delicious Cape wine ; though others think it 
i fprung from a Burgundy vine.. The China oranges, which are fent in 

I fuch immenfe quantities from Portugal all over Europe, came originally 

from a China plant, and have fince been tranfplanted, and profper in 
Spain and Italy. And the like may be obferved of many other fruits, 

I plants, and vegetables, which, through the advantages of commerce and 

navigation, all the countries of Europe now enjoy,, though unknown to 
older times. 

Although the Englifh Eaft-India company’s affairs were faid at this 
time to have been fo profperous, that their profits in nine years time, 
viz. from 1676 to 1685, amounted to L963,639, yet,, as all things on 
earth are unftable, a reverfe: of fortune happened at this very time; 

It feems the Indians had killed fome of the company’s people at 
Hughley, in the bay of Bengal, and that thereupon their governors 
commenced war againft the mogul.. 

The company alleged, that the proper origin of this war was the falfe 
reports induftrioufly fpread .by the interlopers againft them ; fuch as, 
that the company was fallen under the difpleafure of our king, that our 
nation at home was under great difturbances, and that they themfe Ives 
(the interlopers) were the true company. They alfo had corrupted 
,many of the company’s fervants, whereby a revolt had been occafioned 
at Bombay, and alfo at St. Helena, where they fet up for themfelves. 
The company farther urged, that this dividing of the Englifh intereft 
in India made the mogul’s governors and rajas break through all their 
antient engagements and' ftipulations with the company, and deprive 
them of many valuable privileges in India, and alfo extort great fums 
of money from both parties: for the company alleged that the inter- 
lopers fubmitted to any irapofitions, fo as. they might carry on the 
.trade ; they having, moreover, formerly given a handle to the Dutch 
to expell the company from Bantam in the year 1682.. 

^ Mr. And erfon has here' fallen into an error Indies, if horn of white momen^ Have nothing in 
in common with many others, who, proceeding common with the negroes in their perfons. The 
upon mifreprefentations,, or theorieg imagined by change effected upon the Portuguefe on the Afrt- 
themfelves, or implicitly adopted from others, have can coall proceeds folely and entirely from copu- 
negledled real faiSs. But it is a certain and well» lation with- black women, whei'eby -J, or per- 
known truthjAhat white people never become black, haps of tiieir blood, are derived from negro pa- 
or woolly, neiLher do iiegroes become white, by rentage. A contrary change has in many inilancea 
the influence of climate. The defcendants of the been effe&ed in the Well- Indies, where fome,. 
firil negroes,, who were carried to the coldefb re- whofe great-great -grandmottiers were negroes, can* 
gions of North-America, are a& black and as wool- not now be dhlinguiflicd by the eye from genuine 
ly as their African ancellors were. The defcend- white men. Jfi 
ants of the firil white men who fettled in the Weil* 
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All thefe coniiderations being laid before King James, and it being 
apprebended, that, unlefs fome effedtual care v/as fpeedily taken, the 
whole Englidi interefi in India would be utterly loll, a Ibip of war was 
immediately difpatdhed to India, with orders to feize all interlopers, and 
therewith a proclamation from the king for all his fubjedts in India to 
repair to the company’s forts and fadlories, and to fubmit to their jurif- 
didhon. The company aifo fent out feveral warlike ftiips for the fame 
purpofe. Lallly, for corroborating the whole, on the 12th of April 
1 686 the king granted them a new* charter, (being their lixth fnce the 
relloration) wherein he recites at large the five preceding charters, and 
fubjoins., that whereas feveral perfons, in contempt of thofe charters, 

‘ have of fate years prefumed, without licence from the company, to 

* fend out Ihips and to trade within their limits, to the company’s great 
‘ damage and the dellrudtion of that trade : he, well weighing how 
‘ highly it imports the honour and welfare of die realm to redrefs fuch 
‘ diforders, and to improve that trade to the utmoll; and being fully 
‘ fatisfied that the fame cannot be maintained and carried on to na- 
‘ tional advantage but by one general joint Hock, and that a loofe and 
‘ general trade will be the ruin of the whole ; being alfo fatisfied that 
‘ the trade has been managed by the company to the honour and pro- 
‘ fit of this nation, and being defirous to encourage the company in 
‘ their difficult and hazardous trade and adventures to thofe remote 
‘ parts, he ratifies all the preceding charters in their favour forever, 
‘ and in their fullefl extent, notwithftanding any nonufer, mifufer, or 
‘ abufer ; and farther, grants to the company, and their refpecflive 
‘ prefidents, agents, chiefs, and councils, in India, or to any three of 
‘ them, (whereof fuch prefident, agent, or chief, to be one) power to 

* adminifler to all perfons employed by the company the oath taken 
‘ by every freeman of the company, and fuch other lawful oaths as 
‘ their court of diredors fhall appoint. The ufe of the martial law ffiall 

* extend to the ifland of St. Helena, and to the company’s fort of Prya- 
‘ man on the weft coaft of Sumatra, as well as to their other limits. 
‘ And farther, underftanding that many of the native princes and go- 

* vernors of India, &c. taking opportunity from the divifions, diftrac- 

* tions, or'rebellions, amongft the Englifti, occafioned by the late licen- 
^ tious trading of interlopers, have of late violated many of the com- 
‘ pany’s privileges, furprifed their fervants, fhips, and goods, befieged 

their fadlories, invaded their liberties, and have many other ways, 

* without juft caufe, abufed their chiefs arid fadlors, to the nation’s dif- 
‘ honour : for all which the company intends to demand fatisfadfcion in 
‘ a peaceable way ; and, if not obtained that way, to ufe force of arms, 

‘ wherein they will have occafion to ufe their fhips in a warlike man- 
‘ ner ; therefor the king hereby grants full power to the company 

appoint admirals, vice*-admirals, rear-admirals, captains, See. from 
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‘ time to time, who may raife and mufter feamen and foldiers onboard 
‘ their fliips, as fhall be diredled by the company, or by their captain- 
‘ general in India, who may feize on and compel! all Englifli interlopers 
‘ to fubmit, and may take their fhips and goods ; alfo to make war on 
‘ fuch Indian princes as may hurt the company. And in time of open 
‘ hoftility with any Indian nation, &c. they may, on the other fide the 
‘ Cape of Good Hope, ufe the martial law onboard their fliips, as well 
‘ as on land; referving, however, liberty to the king, at pleafure, to 
‘ revoke this grant of martial law in their fliips. The company may 
‘ alfo coin in their forts any fpecies of money ufually coined by the 
' princes of thofe countries only, fo as it be agreeable to the ftandards 
‘ of thofe princes in weight and finenefs ; and that they do not coin 
' any European money ; and that all fuch money fo to be coined by 
‘ them, and not otherwife, fliall be current in any city, town, port, or 
' place, within the company’s limits.’ 

1686 In confequence of the great power given to the company by this 

charter, they proceeded rigoroufly againfl; the interlopers, who, on the 
other hand, by? their abettors and agents, did not fail to raife a great 
clamour againfl: the company, who, however, continued in the exercife 
of thofe powers till after the accelfion of King William to the throne. 

As Jamaica was hitherto principally inhabited by the military men 
and their offspring, who had pofiefled it ever fince it was taken in the 
year 1656, thofe people, as generally difliking agriculture, betook them- 
felves to cruifing againfl the Spaniards on the American feas, even after 
peace had been concluded between England and Spain, in America; 
and, allured by the wealth acquired thereby, they continued that illegal 
practice throughout all the reign of King Charles II, and to this time, 
and got the appellation of the buccaneers of Jamaica, fome of whofe 
bold exploits againfl; the Spanilh towns, and ports in Mexico, &c. would 
pafs for mere romances, had they not been too well known by both na- 
tions *. 

In this year the French, though at peace with England, in Europe, 
marched from Canada over land, and furprifed four of the Hudfon’s-bay 
company’s forts, fo that there only remained to us the fort at Port-Nel- 
fon. 

In November, this fame year, the kings of England and France con- 
cluded a treaty of peace and neutrality for America, whereby. 

Articles 1 , 11 ) It is agreed, that there fliall be between them a firm 


^ The ferocious and defperate valour, and the 
aftoniihing fuccefTes, of the buccaneers, ilruck the 
Spaniards with fuch a terror, that they abandoned 
all thoughts of navigation; and, regardlefs of what 
they owed to their fame, their ihtereft, and their 
policy, they gave themfelves up to a habituar in- 
dolence, which has ever fiace been the banc of aU 

VOL-II. 


their colonies. Such were the wonderful, import- 
ant, and permament, effeifts produced by a hand- 
ful of defperadoes. Hijl^ philoj, ef 

polite V, p^ I Bo.] If the induftry and vigour 
of the Spaniards were egual to the local advant- 
ages they poffefs in Europe, America, and Alia, 
they alone would drive the trade of the world. M* 
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peace, as well in South as in North America, in both continents and 
iflands, by fea and land ; and that no fhips of either nation fhall be per- 
mitted to invade or attack the dominions of the other in America. 

HI) Nor fhall any fo idlers, or armed men, living either in the Eng- 
lifh or French American iflands and colonies, commit any act of hoflil- 
ity or damage to either party ; nor fhall they give any affiflance or fup- 
plies of men or viSuals to the wild Indians, with whom either king 
ihall have war. 

IV, V) Both kings fhall retain and pofTefs all the dominions and pre- 
rogatives they now enjoy in America ; and, therefor, the fubjeds, inha- 
bitants, commanders, and mariners, of each king, refpedively, fhall ab- 
folutely abflain from trading to, or fifhing in, all or any of the places 
fo pofTefied, or which fhall be poflefied by the other, either in their ha- 
vens, bays, creeks, roads, or other places ; and fliips or veffels, found fo 
trading or fifliing, fhall be confifcated with their cargoes ; always pro- 
vided, that the freedom of navigation be in no manner diflurbed, where 
nothing is committ'ed againfl; the genuine fenfe of this treaty. 

VI) Ships of vvar, as well as merchant fliips, being forced, through 
flrefs of weather, or purfaed by pirates and enemies, or through any 
other urgent neceflity, to take flicker into any of the rivers, creeks, ha- 
vens, ports, &c. belonging to the other in America, fhall be treated 
kindly, proteded, and fupplied with refrefhments, and all things need- 
ful, at reafonable rates, and may depart whither, and when, they fliall 
pleafe j provided they do not break bulk, nor fell any of their cargoes, 
nor receive any merchandize onboard, nor employ themfelves in fifli- 
ing, under the forfeiture of fhips and goods. But before they enter 
fuch ports, they fhall, at coming in, hang out the flag of their nation, 
and fhall alfo give notice of their fo coming in, by firing a cannon 
thrice, or, if they have no cannon, a mufket thrice, otherwAfe they fhall 
forfeit as above. 

VII) Ships of either nation, flranded or fliipwrecked, fliall have 
friendly afllflance and relief. 

VIII) But if three or four fhips together be driven into the ports of 
either nation, fo as to give juft ground of fufpicion, they fhall flay no 
longer than the governor or other magiftrate of fuch port will allow 
them, after fupplying them with neceffaries as above. 

IX) The king of Great Britain's fubjeds of the ifland of St. Chrifto^ 
phers may fetch fait from the fait ponds there. As, on the other hand, 
the French fubjeds of St. Chriflophers may enter into the rivers of the 
great road, to provide themfelves with water ; but both thefe mutual 
permiflions muft only be in the day-time. And they fhall, on both, 
fides, hang out their flags, and fire a cannon thrice, &c. as in the fixrh 
article 
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X) Neither nation fliall harbour the barbarous or wild inhabitants 
and ilaves, or the goods which they may have taken from the fubjeds 
of the other nation, nor fhall they proted them. 

XI) The governors, officers, and fubjeds, of either nation fhall not 
moleft nor difturb the fubjeds of the other in fettling their refpedive 
colonies, and in their commerce and navigation. 

XII, XIII) The {hips of war and privateers of either nation fhall be 
ftridly enjoined not to injure the other, as fhall alfo their privileged 
companies, otherwife they fhall be punifhed, and alfo make fatisfadion 
for all damages ; for which end they fhall be obliged, before they re- 
ceive their commiffions, to give fecurity to the amount of Liooo fler- 
ling, or 1 3,000 livres ; and if any fuch fhip has above 1 50 men, then for 
L2000 flerling, or 26,000 livres, on pain of forfeiting their commif- 
fions ; and the fhip fhall alfo be liable to make fatisfadion for injuries 
and damages done by her. 

XIV) The governors and officers of either nation fhall be flridly en- 
joined to give no afliftance nor protedion to any pirates, of what nation 
foever they may be ; and fhall alfo punifh as pirates all fuch as fhall fit 
out any fhip without lawful commiffion and authority. 

XV) No fubjed of either king fhall take a coramiflion, of letters of 
mart, for privateering in America, from any prince or hate with which 
the other is at war, otherwife he fliall be punifhed as a pirate. 

XVI) The French king’s fubjeds fhall have liberty to fifh for turtles 
in the ifland of Cayaman *. 

The other four articles contain the ufual forms of provifos, in cafe of 
a rupture between the two nations, or of complaints of differences arif- 
ing on either fide, in America. . 

It is eafy to fee by this remarkable treaty, how egregioufiy the French 
king impofed on King James. For, i ft, France’s American ifles were then 
much more feeble than ours ; and, as the buccaneers from Jamaica 
might poflibly have made very free with them, James hereby gave them 
entirely up as pirates ; 2dly, the iiti pojjidetis , hereby ftipulated, fecured 
to France the pofTeflion of fome of her colonies, to which England, till 
now, had ftrong pretenfions ; and, 3dly, it may be faid, that by this pa- 
cification France had an advantageous refpite for the improvement of 
her ifland, and continental colonies in America, and of which fhe made 
a very good ufe to our coft; 4thly, here is no mention of the four forts 
taken from our company in Hudfon’s-bay, not known in England when 
this treaty was concluded. • 

AVe muft, however, on the other hand, obferve, that by thefe treaties 
of peace and neutrality, for America, ift, between Spain and Holland 
in 1648 ; 2dly, between Portugal and Holland in 1 66 r ; 3dly, between 
England and Spain in 1670; and, 4th]y, this treaty betw^een England 

A fniall ifland weft of Jamaica. 
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and France ; the polTeiEons of thofe feveral potentates in America were 
afcertained, and the freedom of commerce in thofe feas was more firm- 
ly eflablifhed than had hitherto been effedled. 

The Dutch being at war with the Algerines, the later were fhame- 
fully encouraged therein by King James, who, for fome time, permitted 
them to have the ufe of his ports, and allowed them to fell their prizes 
in England, whereby they had opportunities, as obferved by Burchett, 
in his Naval hi ftory, to go out as they pleafed, and to cruife againft the 
Hollanders, from whom, in the fpace of fix months, the Algerines took, 
in or near the Channel, above 30 rich merchant fhips. 

According to Sir William Petty’s fourth effay on political arithmetic, 
(licenced in 1686, and printed in 1687) the proportion of the eight fol- 
lowing cities, as to their numbers of inhabitants, is as follows, viz. 

London, - 696,000 Rome, - 125,000 

* Paris, - '488,000 Dublin, - 69,000 

* Amfterdam, - 187,000 * Rouen, - 66,000 

* Venice, - 134,000 * Eriflol, - 48,000 

N. B. He makes the medium of the annual burials at London to be 

23,212, which number, multiplied by 30, (as one out of every 30 is 
generally fuppofed to die in London in a year) gives 696,360 

1687 — The commiffioners appointed by King James to treat with 
the French commiffioners for the reftitution of the forts in Hudfon’s. 
bay, taken in the preceding year, reported to him, that they had clearly 
made out his right to the whole bay and ftraits, and all the adjacent 
lands, together with the foie right of trading within the flraits and bay. 
The king thereupon declared, that he would infift on full reflitution and 
fatisfadion to the company, Vhofe lofs, by the invafion of the French 
in the preceding year, amounted to L 108, 5 14 : 19 : 8, as was afterwards 
fet forth by the company, in their petition to Queen Anne, in the year 
1712, though never paid to this day. The refult of this patched-up 
treaty with France was, that Louis agreed to reftore thofe forts to the: 
company. 

This year the Dutch Eafl-India fliips imported from Ceylon 170,000- 
lb. weight of cinnamon ; which, though lefs in quantity than in fome 
years before, does, neve rthfelefs, demonftrate the great importance of 
the ifland to that company.. 

We may here, once more, remark, that perfecution, and the dread 
of the prevalency of popery in this reign, as well as towards the clofe of 

* This humour of magnifying London > and ccods that number. This, therefor, could anfwer 
lefTcning Paris, and other foreign cities, was pro- no good end, and was- only deceiving ourfelves. 
bably pleafing to the king, but, I conceive, was Poffibly every one of the cities marked thus are 
far from being juft ; and, with refpedf to London, confiderably under-computed, but more efpecially 
furely th$ prefent bills of mortality, in our time, Paris and Amfterdam, which furely could anfwer 

^ muft be egregioufty erroneous, if, after fo many no wife or folid purpofe* 
thoufand houfes have been added, it fcarcely ex- 

4 
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tlie laft, drove numbers of proteftant diflenters to fettle in New-England, 
Newr-York, &c. which brought a conliderable acceffion of ftrength and 
improvement to thofe colonies. 

Pont-Ghar train, the French prime minifter, being an enemy to thein 
Eaft-India company, it is no marvel that they did not profper. Their 
importing vail quantities of white cottons, and caufing them to be paint- 
ed in France in the manner of the Indies, drew upon them the enmity 
of the French manufadlurers, who were much injured by the fale of the 
company’s cottons and filks. So that Pont-Chartrain this year procured 
an edidt againft the unlimited importation thereof, whereby the com- 
pany declined more and more; and the war of the grand alliance 
againft France added to their diftrefs, from which they never recovered, 
till after the peace of Utrecht ; in the meantime, having no ability 
themfelves to carry on air extenfive trade, they w^ere conftrained to let 
out their privileges to fome private merchants of St. Maloes, who got 
rich by a trade in which the company could not profper ; and thus it 
remained till the regency of the duke of Orleans, in the minority of 
Louis XV, and the year 1719. 

1688 The gradual increafe of the foreign commerce and home 

manufadiures of England, the improvement of her lands and mines at 
home, and of her foreign colonies and plantations, had occafioned very 
much wealth to be accumulated in the fpace of about 1 50 years paft, 
the nation not having been engaged much or long in foreign wars, andi 
thofe, too,miofl:ly naval wars, which had not caufed much of our trea- 
fure to be carried from, us, any more than did our own civil wars. 
From thefe, and fuch like confiderations, fome authors, who wrote foon 
after this time, have been of opinion, that the Englifh nation was now 
in its zenith of commercial profperity ; yet, fince that period, notwith- 
ilanding our many, and very expenfive, foreign land wars, the great con- 
fumers of treafure, our commercial, as well as royal, fhipping, have 
greatly increafed ; as have alfo manufadures and foreign plantations, 
and almoft every part of our general commerce, both foreign and do- 
meftic. Neverthelefs, it muft be acknowleged, that about this fame 
year, 1688, we were arrived at a very great degree of profperity in all 
thofe refpeds ; for the proof and illuftration of which, the following 
brief memoirs of feveral very able authors, will afford us confiderable - 
light, viz. 

I) We have an eririnent inftance of the increafe- of England’s com > 
merce and fhipping in only 22 years fpace, from Dr. D’Avenant’s Dif- 
courfes on the. public revenues and trade of England, and alfo from 
Colliber’sHiftory of Englifh naval affairs, (odavo, fecond edition, 1739) 
if the computations be abfolutely exad, viz. that the tonnage of the 
merchant fliips of England in this year 1.688 was near, double to- the; 
toimage of the year 1666. . 
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Alfo that the tonnage of the royal navy, which in the year 1660 was 
only 62,594 tons, was now increafed to 101,032 tons. 

11 ) D’Avenant farther acquaints us with what he muft have been 
■perfedly well verfed in, as he was infpedor-general of the cuftoms, that 
in the year 1666 the farm of the cuftoms of England was but ^390,000 
yearly. Yet, from michaelmas 1671 to michaelmas 1688, being feven- 
teen years, the cufoms yielded net to the crown L9,447,799, which, at 
a medium, was, per annum, L555, 752. 

, III) The fame able author gives us alfo a view of the gradual increafe of 
the general rental of England, occafioned principally by the increafe of 
commerce, and in part alfo by the great improvements made in lands, 
by inclofing, manuring, and taking in wafte grounds, and meliorating 
w'hat was poor and barren, viz. 

The general rental ot England, for land, houfes, and mines, before 
we became confiderable in trade, viz. about the year 1 600, did not ex- 
ceed, per annum - ~ L 6,000,000 o o 

Which general rental we take now (1698) to be 14,000,000 o o 

Moreover, in 1 600, the faid fix millions, at r 2 
years purchafe, the common price of lands at that 
period, w'as worth but - - 72,000,000 o o 

But the lands, &c. of England, at the rental of 
fourteen millions, and worth i8 years purchafe, in 
the year 1688, amounted to - , 252,000,000 o o 

How amazing is this alteration in the fpaee of iefs than one cen- 
tury. 

So profperous was the Dutch Eafl-India company at this time, ac- 
cording to Conful Ker’s Remarks on Holland, publilhed at Amfterdam, 
1688, and fince in Englifli, in Ker of Kerfland’s memoirs, that they 
were faid to have 30,000 men in confiant pay, and above 200 capital 
fhips, befide floops, ketches, and yachts. 

The fame author, treating of the city and republic of Hamburgh, 
obferves, that its greatnefs and vaft commerce were partly occafioned 
by the refidence of our Englifh company of merchant-adventurers, but 
much more by the Netherland proteftants, who, in the duke of Alva’s 
time, for fook the Low countries and fettled here ; and by the proteftants 
•turned out of Cologne and other parts of Germany, even though Ham- 
burgh be forced to keep 6 or 7000 men in pay, to guard againft the 
continual alarms of the king of Denmark, or other neighbours, befides 
two or three fhips of war to guard their merchant fhips from pirates, 
yet their wealth and trade increafe dayly. And it is believed, that, 
fmall and great, there are belonging to the commonwealth of Ham- 
burgh, 5000 fail of fhips*. He adds, that the bank’of Hamburgh, 

^ Surely this author miifl be fomcwbat miflaken, even though he (hould include all the hoys, light- 
ers, &c. employed in carrying goods upon .the river Elbe. .d. 


next to thofe of Amfterdam, Genoa, and Venice, is reckoned the chief 
in credit^: but in trade that city is accounted the third in Europe, and 
com^ nhxt to London and Amfterdam, having now become the ma- 
gazine of Germany and of the Baltic and Northern feas. , Hamburgh 
gives great privileges to the Jews, and to all ftrangers whatever ; but 
more efpecially to the Englifh company of merchant-adventurers, to 
whom they allow a large building, where they have a church, and where- 
in the deputy-governor, fecretary, minifters, and other officers of the 
company live, to whom the magiftrates make an annual prefent of wine, 
beer, ftieep, falmon, and fturgeon, in their feafons. Yet he acknow- 
leges their bigotry in not permitting the calvinifts to have a public 
church within their city, who are forced to go out of the gates to Al- 
tona, a fine village, a quarter of an hour’s walk from Hamburgh, be- 
longing to the king of Denmark, who, though a lutheran prince, has 
the wifdom to allow the calvinifts a public church there : which con- 
dud of the Hamburghers may poilibly hereafter turn to their great pre- 
judice. He alfo obferves, that the city of Lubeck has been guilty of 
the like bigotry, and is at prefent much fallen from its priftine fplen- 
dour and commerce, having been in old times fo powerful as to wage 
war againft Denmark and Sweden, and to conquer fundry of their 
places and iflands, &c. But here our author ftiould have noted, that 
generally thofe conquefts were made by Lubeck only as the head, but 
in the name, and by the aid, of the other cities of the Hanfeatic league. 
We have elfewhere traced the rife, profperity, and decline, of that city, 
and fhall therefor now only obferve, with this author, that their bigot- 
ry to lutheranifm made their magiftrates, through the perfuafion of 
their clergy, banifh the papifts, calvinifts, Jews, and all other difienters, 
fi'om their city and territory, to the almoft entire ruin of their com- 
merce. He fays, that in his time (1688) they had not above 200 flrips, 
nor any other territory but the city itfelf, and a fmall town named 
Travemund, at the mouth of the river Trave, eight miles below Lu- 
beck; the reft of their antient territory being long fince in the hands 
of the Danes and Swedes, (the former from Holftein, the later from 
Wiftnar) by whom the burgherSj fays he, are kept in fuch continual 
alarm, as to be quite tired out with keeping guard and paying taxes : 
yet, he fays, they ftill maintained 1500 foldiers in pay ; and, befides 
them, 400 of their burghers, in tv:o companies, are obliged to watch 
dayly. To this once-glorious city, we, in England, ought to acknow- 
lege ourfelves beholden for Tome of our earlieft improvements in flnp- 
buiiding and commerce, and for cur firft water-conduits in London, 
Briftol, Exeter, &c. taken from their models : the Lubeck ers having had 
much the flart of us in rerpefl of many advantageous improve inentSi 
the natural effeds of an earlier extended commerce, though now it be - 
only, the Ikeleton of its antient commerce and grandeur.. 
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Ker alfo obferves, that Cologne is fo much depopulate4 by intoler- 
ance and perfecution, that vines and corn now grow within its wall, and 
that Stralburg has alfb fufFered in the fame manner and from the’ fame 
caufe. 

The conquefts of Mexico and Peru, where fuch immenfe treafures 
were more eafily to be had, induced the Spaniards to negledl the noble 
and extenfive ifland of Hifpaniola, although it is faid there are ftiE 
mines of gold and filver, as well as of copper, therein, which were for- 
merly worked to very great profit ; but they are faid to have deftroyed 
three millions of the natives of that ifland, who, while they were per- 
mitted to enjoy their pofieffions, were very ferviceable in fifhing for 
them, and in tilling their lands, &c. fo that they were then in greater 
affluence than they have been ever lince, the greatefl part of the coun- 
try being depopulated, whereby they have been rendered unable to 
work their mines. This, it is faid, makes them carefully conceal their 
having any fuch, left foreigners ftiould be allured to invade them. 
They have ftill, however, plenty of fugar, cocoa, cotton, ginger, in- 
digo, coffee, tobacco, wax, honey, ambergris, fait, drugs, and dying 
woods. In this feeble ftate, a company of pirates, ufually then called 
buccaneers, fettled themfelves oh the north-weft part of Hifpaniola, till 
then folely poflefled by Spain, and occupied the port and town of Petit- 
Guaves * : after fome years, they applied to King William for his pro- 
teftion, promifing fubmiffion and allegiance to the crown of England : 
but that king being in alliance with Spain againft France, difregarded 
their application. Whereupon thofe buccaneers applied to the French 
court, who readily took them under their protedlion, an^ fupplied them 
with proper afliftance. From this obfeure and fingular beginning has 
gradually grown up the prefent powerful French colony in our days, 
poflefled of the beft part of the great ifland of Hil|)aniola, where they 
have excellent fugar-works, coffee, ginger, cotton, indigo, and all the 
other produdions of the Weft-Indies ; while the Spaniards, on the other 
part of that ifland, proved rather ufeful than hurtful to them, by fup- 
plying them with cattle, &c. in return for the French Eaft-India mer- 
chandize, and their own manufadures and produd, with which 
alfo the French there fupply fhips ftom the continent of Terra Firma 
and New-Spain, &c. coming to St. Domingo, where is fixed the laft ap- 

^ A fettlement was made in the year 1630 by talcen by the Spaniards, and after feveral quarrels 
fome Englifh and French refugees who had been between the French and EngHfh inhabitants, was 
driven from St. Chriftophers, iirit on the north wholely given up in the year 1659 to the French* 
lide of Hifpaniola, and aftervrards on the adjacent who foon after removed to more ample poffeffions 
fmall ifland of Tortuga or Tortue. Moft of th« on the greater ifland of Hifpaniola (or St. Do- 
iirfi; fettlers were mafTacred by the Spaniards ; but mingo). In 1665 the firft governor arrived from 
the remainder of them, under the diredion of France, who by his prudence and virtue brought 
Willis, an Englifh adventurer or buccaneer, re- the rude and diforderly colonills to be ufeful to 
fumed the pofTeffion of Tortuga in 1633, and for- themfelves and their mother country. [Rayna/it 
tified it. The ifland, after being fcveral times 
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pealj or d@mier refort, in all fuits at law for Spanifli America, wMch 
^,*jiac«^£ir_^raws thither many people. This has proved an unlucky inci- 
dent for the neighbouring Englifh illarids ; and fo much the rather, as 
the feeblenefs of Spain obliged that crown, at the treaty of Ryfwick in 
the year 1697, to cede to France that noble part of Hifpaniola, of which 
they had till then violently poliefled themfelves. 

1689 — The Englifh nation, as well as thofe of Scotland and Ireland, 
having at this time had their religious and civil liberties and free conftitu- 
tion openly invaded and trampled on by King James II in a moll flagrant 
manner, by the united voice of all true proteftants and lovers of our 
national conftitution and laws, William prince of Orange, that king’s 
nephew and fon-in-law, was invited over from Holland to refcue irs 
from thofe worfi; of evils, and was eftabliflied on the throne of thefe 
free nations, whofe religious and legal conftitutions were thereby fet- 
tled on more fu re and firm foundations than ever they had been in any 
former period whatever : which felicity of ours even foreigners have 
celebrated in their writings. Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV, gives 
us the following remarks thereon; viz, ‘ this was the proper era of 
‘ Englifh liberty. The nation, reprefented by its parliamentj now fix- 
" ed the fo-long-contefted bounds between the prerogative of the crown 
‘ and the rights of the people. They prefcribed the terms of reigning 
‘ to the prince of Orange, and chofe him for their foyereign, in con- 
* junction with his confort Mary.’ 

The eftablilhment of this free conftitution did mofl: certainly contri- 
bute greatly in its confequences, as it was natural to fuppofe and expedt, 
to the inereafe and advancement of our commerce. This will, in part, 
be feen in King William’s declaration of war againft France, whither 
the unhappy abdicated king had retired for protedion. 

In the beginning of 1689 the prince and princefs of Orange were re- 
cognized by the convention of eftates, and the voice of the people, as 
king and queen of thofe realms, and by an ad of the convention of 
eftates of England, afterwards turned into an ad of parliament, [i Gul 
St Mar. c. 6 } a new form of a coronation oath was prefcribed to be 
taken by them: whereby they (as all their fucceflTors muft do) folemnly 
promifed, and fwore on the gofpels, to govern their people according to 
law : to caufe law and juftice, in mercy, to be executed in all their judge- 
ments; that, to the utmoft of their power, they will maintain the laws 
of God, the true profeflion of the gofpel, and proteftant reformed re- 
ligion eftabliflied by law; and will preferve to the bilhops and clergy of 
this realm, and to the churches' committed to their charge, all fuch 
rights and privileges as by law appertain unto them. 

Moreover, by a ftatute of this firft feflion [<r. 8] the tyrannical oaths • 
of allegiance and fupremacy were abrogated ; and in their ftead were 
the two following fubftituted, viz. i, ‘ I, A. B. do fincerely promife 
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‘ and fwear, that I •will be faithful and bear true allegiance t'o^^their ma- 
‘ jellies;’ and 2, ‘ I do, from my heart, abhor, detell, and 
‘ damnable doclrine and pofiiion, that princes* excommunicated or de- 
‘ prived by the pope, or any authority of the fee of Rome, may be de- 
‘ pofed or murdered . by their fubjedls, or any other whatfoever. And 
‘ I do declare, that no foreign prince, perfon, prelate. Hate, or poten- 
‘ tate, hath, or ought to have, any jurifdidlion, power, fuperiority, pre- 
eminence, or authority, ecclefiallical or fpiritual, within this realm.’ 

The revenue .of hearth or chimney money being found grievous to 
the people of England, by occalioning many difficulties and quellions ; 
a great opprellion to the poorer fort, and a badge of llavery upon the 
whole people, expofmg every man’s houfe to be entered into and fearch- 
ed at pleafure, by perfons unknown to him ; it was therefor abfolutely 
abolifhed forever, [i Gul. et Mar. c. 10.’] 

It then appeared, fays the continuator of Rapin’s hillory, [Fi iii,^. 52, 
notes] that the number of houfes in England and Wales, foon after the 
relloration, was about 1,230,000. And reckoning fix perfonsrjt a me- 
dium, to each houfe, it fixes the number of the people then to be 
7,380,000. 

In the fame fefiion it was ena( 5 led, that, when malt or barley is at 
Li : 4 per quarter, or under ; rye, at Li : 1 2, and wheat, at L2 : 8 per 
quarter ; then it lhall not only be la'wful to export the fame, but the 
exporters lhall alfo receive the following bounties, viz. for malt or bar- 
ley per quarter 2 / 5 , rye 3/5, wheat per quarter ; without re- 
quiring any thing for culloms or fees whatever ; provided fecuritj 
be given for fuch corn being legally landed beyond fea, and that the 
Ihip and its crew, in which it fhall be exported, be duely qualified ac- 
cording to the ads of navigation, [i Gul. et Mar. c. 22.] 

This was the firll law for allowing any bounty on corn exported ; 
which bounties have generally been efteemed fo beneficial to the landed 
intereil, by enabling tenants to pay their rents in years of plenty, that 
unlefs in years of fcarcity, when the current prices were higher than the 
above-named ones, it has been judged prudent to continue the fame. 
How much this bounty contributed to the improvement of hulbandry is 
too obvious to be difputed. Yet fome are of opinion, that, inftead here- 
of, all the corn of plentiful years Ihoul-d be purchafed of the farmers 
by the public at a moderate price, to be laid .up in granaries againlt a 
year of dearth. This would not only be a great help to our poor in a 
year of fcarcity, but would bi'ing foreign Ihips to purchafe it at our 
price, and would alfo employ great numbers of our own Ihips, for fup- 
plying other nations at higher rates, as is done in Holland. In other 
countries, fays a French author, the people pay their fovereign for leave 
to carry out their corn, but wifer England pays her people for export- 
ing it. 
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As noth^g tends more to the advancement of commerce and induf- 
i^ry giving eafe to fcrupulous confciences in the exercife of their 
reTigidu, an ad was paffed, for exempting all their majefties proteftant 
fubjeds, of the feveral denominations diffcnting from the church of 
England, from the penalties of certain laws : which, as its' preamble fets 
forth, might be an effedual means to unite their majefties’ proteflant 
fubjeds in interefl and aflfedion. [i GuL et Mar. c. 18] This legal to- 
leration, fome wicked party meafures at certain times excepted, has 
generally anfwered the wife and good ends propofed by that law. 

The flatute [5 Hen. IV, c. 4] againft the multiplying of gold and filver was 
repealed; becaufe ‘ fince the making of the faid flatute men are arrived to 
‘ great Ikill and perfedion in the art of refining of metals, and of extrad- 
‘ ing gold and filver therefrom ; but yet dare not exercife their fkill, for 
‘ fear of incurring the felony of that flatute ; but do therefor exercife 
‘ their fkill in foreign parts, to the great detriment of the realm : pro- 

vided, however, that all the gold and filver fo to be extraded from 
‘ other metals, be employed for coinage in the king’s mint, and no 

* other way. Provided, alfo, that henceforth no mine of copper, tin, 

* iron, or lead, fhall hereafter be adjudged to he a royal mine, even 
‘ although gold or filver may be extraded out of the fame.’ [ i GuL et 
Mar. c. 30.] 

Louis XIV, by his great injuflice and violences againft England, 
Germany, Spain, and Holland, brought about a grand alliance of thofe 
four potentates this year, for reducing that law lefs monarch to reafon ; 
the confequence whereof was an immediate declaration of war, by each 
of them; That of King William of England, dated the 7th of May, 
1689, after reciting Louis’s unjufl invafion and ravaging of the terri- 
tories of his ally, the emperor and empire, as far as is relative to com- 
mercial concerns, was fummarily as follows,, viz; . 

I) ‘ That although it was not long before, that the French took out 
‘ licences from the Englifh governor of Newfoundland j to filh on 
‘ that coafl, paying tribute for fuch licences, as an acknowlegement of 
* ' the foie right of the crown of England to that ifland ; yet, of late, 

* their encroachments on that ifland, and our fubjeds trade and fifli- 
‘ ery, have been more like the invafions of an enemy, than becom- 
‘ ing friends-, who enjoyed- the advantages of that trade only by per- 
’ miiEon.’ 

II) *■ But that the French king fhould invade our Caribbee iflands, 

(St; Ghriftophers, &c) : and pollefs himfelf of our territories in New- 

‘ York and Hudfon’s bay, in an hoflile manner ; iniprifoning forae and 
‘ murdering others of our fubjeds ; burning their houfes and feizing oh 
‘ their effeds ; are adions. even not becoming an enemy. Yet at that 

* very time, Louis, far from declaring himfelf fo, vvas, by his iiiinifteFs 
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* in England/foliciting a treaty of neutrality and good C' 

‘ in America.’ \_A71nQ 1686.] 

III) f His pi'oceedings, moreover, againft our fubjeds in Ji.u?rype’ are 
‘ fo notorious, that we need not enlarge thereon: fuch as, countenancing 
’* the feizure of our fhips by his privateers; prohibiting a great part of 
‘ our produd and manufadures ; and impoiing exorbitant cuftoms upon 
‘ the reft : thefe are fufficient evidences of his defign to deftroy the 
‘ trade nnd navigation, upon which the wealth and fafety of this nation 
‘ very much depend. 

IV) ‘ His difputing the right of the flag, inherent in the crown of 
‘ England. 

V) ‘ His unchriftian profecution of many of our Englifh proteftant 
‘ fubjeds in France for matters of religion, contrary to the law of na~ 
‘ tions and exprefs treaties ; forcing them to abjure their religion by 
*• unufual cruelties ; imprifoning fome of theraafters and feamen of our 
‘ merchant fhips, and condemning others to the galleys, on pretence of 
‘ having onboard, either fome of his own miferable proteftant fubjeds 
‘ or their effeds. 

VI) ‘ And, laftly, his endeavouring, for fome years paft, by infinua- 
‘ tions, and promifes of affiftance, to overthrow the government of Eng- 
‘ land; and now, by open and violent methods, to invade Ireland, in 

* fupport of our fubjeds in rebellion againft us.’ 

This prohibition of commerce with France produced the good con- 
fequences of inducing the people of England to improve their old, and 
to invent fundry new, manufadures, &c. which they formerly took from 
France ; not a little to the detriment of that kingdom in the end. 

In the declaration of Holland, amongft many other allegations againft 
Louis, they affirm, 1 ft, that he had endeavoured, by all manner of ways, 
to ruin their navigation and commerce, as well in Europe as elfewhere, 
by feizing their fhips and cargoes. 2dly, By violently forcing even 
their fliips of war to be fearched, at a time of profound peace. 3dly, 
By his new tolls and impofitions, hindering their fubjeds from felling 
their manufadures and fifh in his country, fo as it was become impof- 
fible to continue their trade to France, where their complaints were 
rejeded with fcorn. 4thly, Having begun a horrible perfecution of his 
own proteftant fubjeds, he had therein involved the fubjeds of the ftates- 
general, though only living in France, on account of commerce ; part- 
ing wives from their hufbands, and children from their parents, &c. 

The declaration of Spain, of the 3d of May this year, was in confe- 
quence of France’s prior declaration of war againft that crown, on the 
‘1 5th of the preceding month, though deftitute of all juftice ; as alfo of 
his invading and ravaging the empire, and bringing the Turks to in- 
vade and .ravage Hungary, 

And that of the emperor and empire was much to the fame effed. 




In the rg;8arkable convention between the commiflioners of King 
William ajid tbofe *of the flates of the United Netherlands, (dated in 
89) concerning their prohibition of commerce with France, 
it was ftipulated : 

— ‘ I) That the fubjed's of neither nation fhall be allowed to traffic to or 

- , ‘ with thofe of France, either with ffiips of their own or of any other na- 

‘ tion. Neither ihall they import into either country any merchandize 
‘ being the produce of the French king’s dominions. 

‘ II) If, during this war, the fubjeds of any other potentate fhall 
‘ have commerce with France, or their fhips are met with in their paf- 
‘ fage thither, they ffiall be feized and condemned as lawful prize. 

‘ III) The other potentates of Europe , at peace with F ranee, fhall have 
‘ due notification, that if their fhips or ^^elTels fhall be found at fea, be- 

* fore this notification fhall have been given, making their way to France, 

‘ they fhall be obliged by the fhips of England and Holland forthwith to 
‘ turn back ; and if failing from France, loaded with French merchandize, 

* they fhall be obliged to fail back to France, and there leave the faid 
‘ merchandize, upon pain of forfeiture. And in cafe the fhips of thofe 
‘ kings, princes, and ftates, or their fubjeds, fhall, after the faid notifi- 
‘ cation, be found at fea, and failing either towards the ports of France, 

* or returning from thence, they fhall be feized and forfeited, together 
‘ with their cargoes, and fhall be reputed good prize. 

‘ IV) And as to the princes and allies who are already at ■war with 

France, notification fhall be given them as aforefaid ; and they (hall 
‘ be defired at the fame time to concur with fuch methods as are fo 
‘ conducive to the common intereft, and to give and execute fuch or- 
‘ ders as tend to the fame end. 

‘ Done at Whitehall, Augufl i 2th — 22d, 1689.’ 

Part of a fecret article, viz. 

‘It is agreed, that in cafe either the one or the other party firall be in- 
‘ commoded or molefled, by realbn of the execution of this prefent treaty, 

‘ or any article thereof, his Britannic majefty King William, and the 
“ lords the flates-general, do promife and oblige themfelves to be gua- 
“ rantee for and to one another upon that account.’ [General coll, of 
treaties, V. i, p. 284,1?^. 1732.] 

Voltaire (in his Age of Louis XIV) obferves, “ that France was ne- 
‘ ver in fo flourifliing a condition as in the period from the death of 
‘ Cardinal Mazarine to this war of 1689 ; contrary to the opinion of a 

* certain author, who (it feems) had affirmed, that France, fine e the 
‘ year 1660, had funk in real value 1,500- millions ; the very contrary 
‘ whereof was true ! Thus (adds be) in England, in the moft flourilh- 
‘ ing times, papers are continually coming out to prove, that the king- 
‘ dom is undone !” Which obfervation is extremely juft. 

Although King Charles II, and his brother King James II, 
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had in their treaties with France generally ftipulated, tfest in cafe of ’ 
any rupture between the two nations- in Europe, the fubje^ of both 
crowns in America fhould remain in a Hate of neutrality, ' me” 

grand revolution in England, the French broke through that agreement; 
by entering in an hoftile manner into the Englilh pale at St. Chriflo- 
phers, even before war was declared there between thofe two nations: 
and, although the Engiilh of that ifle had fent for fuccour from Barba- 
dos, ‘'after taking dhelter in their fortrefles) yet they were neceffitated 
to furrender their part bf it to the French in July 1689, and to retire 
to the neighbouring ifle of Nevis, to the great lofs of many merchants 
in London and BriHoh 

Soon after which the French drove the Dutch out of their own iflandi 
of Eufcatia in that neighbourhood.' 

It was about this time that the firil convention was made at London 


between England and Spain, for fupplying the Spanifli Weft-Indies with 
negro flaves from the ifland of Jamaica, 

About this time (according to a pamphlet, faid to be written by Mr. 
William Wood, a great undertaker in metals, entitled, the State of the 
copper and brafs manufadlure in Great Britain, humbly offered to the 
conlideration of parliament, 4to, 1721) ‘ the raifingand refining of cop- 
‘ per-ore was revived in England, and chiefly in the county of Corn- 
‘ wall, after having been loft or difufed ever finee the time of the Sax- 
‘ ons, who, as well as the Danes, formerly made copper in England, as 
‘ appears by the old mines wrought by them in feveral counties : but 
* by reafon of great quantities of thofe metals being imported from fo- 
‘ reign parts, (on which, high duties fhould have been laid) that valu- 
‘ able branch of ourprodudl was dropped for many ages.’ Yet General 
Malynes, in his. Lex mercatoria; (1623) obfCrves, that copper mines were 
then adlually worked in many Englifh counties : fo that Mr. Wood 
muft, in this refpeft, be under an hiftorical miftake.- Under the year 
1399 we t^2.ve likewife noted that feveral projefts for mining were fet on 
foot in the reign of Richard II. Mr, Vv ood obferves, ‘ that formerly 
‘ we had all our copper and brafs from Sweden and Germany, though 
‘ now (1721) we are in a great meafure fupplied from our own mines. 

- It was later (he fays) that the art was gained to England of convert- 
‘ ing copper into' brafs.’ 

On the breaking out of King -William’s war againft France, a com- 
pany of fword-cutlers was eredted by pa^-ent, for making hollow fword- 
blades, in the county of Cumberland, and the adjacent counties, for the 
ufe oftbe army. But though they were enabled to purchaie lands, to eredl 
mills, and to receive and employ great numbers of German artificers, 
yet it did not fucceed as was expedted. The firft patentees, therefor, 
fold or affigned their patent to a company of merchants in London, 
who thereupon purchafed. under that patent- to the value of L20,ooo per 
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'annum ofjfce forfeited eftates in Ireland. But the Irilh parliament, in 
the r£.igm *of Queen Anne, knowing they had purchafed thofe lands at 
very low rates, would not permit them, in their corporate capacity, to 
take conveyances of lands, left they might have proved too powerful a 
body in that kingdom. This obliged them to fell off their Irilh eftates, 
which put a period to the corporation. Yet a private copartnerfliip of 
bankers in London, poffeired of their obfolete charter, retained the ap- 
pellation of the fymrd-blade company till after the year 1720, though 
long fince broke up. 

King William, haying found it neceffary to declare ■war again ft France, 
an aff was palled, for prohibiting all trade and commerce with France, ^ 
from the 24th of Auguft 1689, for three j^ears, and to the end of the 
next following fellion of parliament, if the war fhall laft fo long. The 
preamble remarks, that it hath been found by long experience, that the 
importing of French wdnes, vinegar, brandy, linen, filks, fait, paper, and 
other commodities of the growth, produff, or manufaffure, of France, 
hath much exhaufted the treafure of this nation, lefftned the value of 
the native commodities and manufaffures thereof, greatly impoverilhed 
the Englilh artificers and handicrafts, and caufed great detriment to 
this kingdom in general *. All fuch French merchandize imported 
fliall be forfeited to the crown, and lhall be deftroyed : with fundry pe- 
nalties on the importer, vender, and poffelTor ; on the refifter of execu- 
tion; on the informer affing by collufion ; on the mafter, feamen, &c. 
importing them; and the fhip to be forfeited likewife, as alfo the carts, 
8cc. bringing thofe goods from fuch ftiips. No brandy, or other fpirits, 
lhall at all be imported from any country whatever, on forfeiture there- 
of and of the Ihip f. And though the faid French goods are to be de- 
ftroyed, yet a value is hereby put on them, viz. wines L30 per ton, and 
brandy L40 per ton ; the reft as in the book of rates of the i 2th of 
Charles II, or by a jury%trying the caufe, in cafe they be not found in 
the book of rates : one third of which value lhall go to the feizer or 
fuer, and two thirds to the crown. With power for officers to fearch 
houfes, and to break open locks. Perfons refifdng, punilhabie, See, 
[i G?//. et Mar. c. 34.] 

In the fecond fellion of the parliament of the firft year of King Y/il- 
liam and Queen Mary, a moft memorable and glorious ftatute [c. a] was 
enaffed, entitled, an aff declaring the rights and liberties of the fubjeff, 
and fettling the fucceliion of the crown : ‘ Or, a legal confirmation of 
‘ the Declaration of Right, prefented to the prince and princefs of 
‘ Orange, on the 13th of February preceding, by the lords and commons 

* ImQ:cad of this abfolute prohibition of French f This abfolutc prohibition wis intended to en« 
yvines and brandies, high duties were afterwards courage the home diillllerr of brandy and fpirits 
laid on them in the 2d, 4111, and 5th years of this from corn, on which a duty was laid by an ad of 
reign, the fecond year of this reign, c. 4, A. 
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‘ aflembled at Weftminfter, lawfully, fully, and freely, 

‘ the eftates. of the people of England, viz.. 

‘ I) Whereas the late King James II, by the affiftance of 
‘ counfellors, judges, and minifters, employed by him, did endeavour to 
‘ hibvert and extirpate the proteftant religion, and the laws and liberties 
‘ of this kingdom, 

‘ I. By afluming a power of diipenling with the laws, without the 
' confent of parliament ; 

‘ 2. By committing and profecuting divers worthy prelates, for hum- 
‘ bly petitioning to be excufed from concurring to the, faid affumed 
‘ power ; 

‘ 3. By his commiffion, under the great feal, for eredhng a court, 

‘ called the court of commiffioners for eccleliaftical caufes ; 

' 4. By levying money by pretence of prerogative, for other time, 

‘ .and, in other manner, than the fame was granted by parliament ; 

‘ 5. By railing and keeping up a Handing army in time of peace, 

‘ without confent of parliament, and quartering of foldiers contrary to 
' law ; - 

‘ 6. By caufing feveral good fubjedls, being proteftants, to be difarra- 
‘ ed, at the fame time when papifts were both armed and employed,. 
‘ contrary to law ; 

‘7. By violating the freedom of eiedtions of members to ferve in 
‘ parliament; 

‘ 8. By profecutions in the court of king’s bench for matters and 
‘ caufes cognizable only in parliament ; and by divers other arbitrary 
‘ and illegal courfes ; 

‘ 9. By obtaining partial, corrupt, and unqualified, perfons to be re- 
‘ turned to ferve on juries in trials for high treafon, who were not ffee- 
‘ holders ; . 

‘ 10. By exceffive bails being required of perfons committed in cri- 
‘ minal cafes, to elude the benefit of the laws made for the liberty of 
‘ the fubjefts ; 

‘ II. ‘ By exceffive fines having been iropofed,. and illegal and cruel 
‘ puniffiments inflicted ; 

‘ 12, and laftiy. By feveral grants and promifes made of fines and 
‘ forfeitures, before any convidion or judgment againfl the perfons up- 
‘ on whom the fame were to be levied. 

‘ All which are utterly and diredly contrary to the known laws, and 
‘ ftatutes, and freedom, of this realm ; wherefor, the faid lords fpiritual 
‘ and temporal, and commons, now affembled in a full and free reprefent- 
‘ ative of this nation, do, in the firft place, as their anceftors, in like 
‘ cafe have ufually. done, for the vindicating and aflerting their antient 
‘ rights and liberties, declare, 

‘ I. That the pretended power of fufpending laws, or the execution 





- ' A. D. 1689* 64-1 

‘ of laws, by - regal authority , without confent of parliament, is illegal ; 

‘ 2. A/is alfo the difpenfing with laws ; 

3. *■ And the like of the court for ecciefiaftical caufes ; 

‘ 4. The like as to levying money without grant of parliament ; 

“ 5. That it is the right of the fubjedls to petition the king ; and all 
‘ commitments and profecutions for fuch petitioning are illegal ; 

‘ 6, That the railing or keeping a Handing army within the king- 

‘ dom in time of peace, unlefs it be with confent of parliament, is 

‘ againft law ; 

‘ 7. That the fubjeds, who are proteflants, may have arms for their 
‘ defence, fuitabie to their conditions, and as allowed by law ; 

‘ 8. That the ele£tioh of members of parliament ought to be free ; 

‘ 9. That the freedom of fpeech, and debates or proceedings in par- 

‘ liament, ought not to be impeached or queftioned in any court, or place 
‘ out of parliament ; 

‘10- That excellive bail ought not to be required, nor exceffive fines 
' impofed, nor cruel and unufual punifhments inflidled ; 

‘ 1 1 . That jurors ought to be duely impanneled and returned ; and 
‘ that jurors who pafs upon men in trials for high treafon, ought to be 
‘freeholders; 

‘ 12. That all grants, and promifes of fines and forfeitures, of parti - 
‘ cular perfons before convidion are illegal and void ; 

‘13. And that for redrefs of all grievances, and for the amending, ^ 
‘ ftrengthening, and preferving, of the laws, parliaments ought to be 
‘ held frequently. 

‘ And they do claim, demand, and infill; upon, all and lingular the 
‘ premifes, as their undoubted rights and liberties ; and that no declar- 
‘ at ions, judgments, doings, or proceedings, to the prejudice of the peo- 
‘ pie, in any of the faid premifes, ought in anywife to be drawn here- 
‘ after into confequence or example. 

‘ Having therefor particular encouragement from the declaration of 
‘ his highnefs the prince of Orange, and an entire confidence, that he 
‘ will perfedl the deliverance fo far advanced by him, and will Hill pre- 
‘ ferve them from the violation of their rights, which they have here 
‘ alTerted, and from all other attempts upon their religion, rights, and 
‘ liberties. 

‘ II) The faid lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, aflembled 
‘ at Wellminller, do refolve, that William and Mary, prince and prin- 
‘ cefes of Grange, be, and be declared, king and queen of England, 

‘ France, and Ireland ; to hold to them during their lives, and the life 
‘ of the furvivor of them ; but the foie and full exercife of the regal 
‘ power to be only in the prince, though in the names, of both ; and, 
after their deceafe, the crown to defcend to the heirs of the princefs, 

‘ and, failing fuch, to the princefs Anne of Denmark and the heirs of 
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• ^ her body ; and, for default of fuch ifliie, to the heirs oh the body of 
‘ the faid prince of Orange. , 

‘ III) That the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy be abrogated, and 
‘ in their ftead the two following oaths be fubftituted.’ [Thefewe have 
already exhibited with the new coronation oath. 

‘ IV) Upon which their faid majefties did accept the crown and royai 
‘ dignity aforefaid. 

‘ V) And thereupon their majefties were pleafed, that the faid lords 
® and commons, being the two houfes of parliament, fhould continue to 
‘ fit ; and, with their faid majefties royal concurrence, make ejOfedlual 
‘ provifion for the fettlement of the religion, laws, and liberties, of this 
‘ kingdom. 

‘ VI) Now, in purfuance of the premifes, the faid lords Ipiritual and 
■‘.temporal, and commons, in parliament alTembled, for the ratifying 
‘ and confirming of the faid declaration, by the force of a law made in 
‘-due form by authority of parliament, do pray, that it maybe de- 
‘ dared and enacted, that all and fingular, the rights and liberties, af- 
‘ ferted and claimed in the faid declaration, are the true, antient, and 
‘ indubitable rights and liberties of the people of this kingdom, and fo 

* fhall be efleemed, allowed, adjudged, and firmly and ftridly holden 
‘ and obferved ; and that all officers and miniflers, whatfoever, fhall 
‘ ferve their majefiies and their fuccefibrs, according to the fame, in 
‘ .times to come. 

* VII) And the faid lords and commons ferioufly confidering, how 
‘ it has pleafed Almighty God, in his marvellous providence, and merci- 
‘ ful goodnefs to this nation, to provide and preferve their faid majefiies 
moft happily to reign over us, for which they render unto him, from 
‘ the bottom of their hearts, their humbleft thanks and praifes, do firm- 
ly, afiuredly, and in the fincerity of their hearts, think, and do hereby 
‘ recognize, acknowlege, and declare, that King James II, having abdi- 
‘ cated the government, and their majefties having accepted the crown 
‘ and royal dignity, ' are, and of right ought to be, by the laws of this 

* realm, our fovereign liege lord and lady, king and queen, as aforefaid, 

■ &c. 

‘ VIII) And for preventing all queftions and divifions in this realm 
‘ by reafon of any pretended titles to the crown, and for preferving a 

* certainty in the fucceffion thereof, the faid lords and commons pray, 

* that it may be enacted [here the fucceffion, as in the preceding ar- 
‘ tide II, is enadted] ‘ and thereunto the faid lords fpiritual and tem- 

poral, and commons, do,, in the name of all the people of England 
‘ aforefaid, moft humbly and faithfully fubmit themfelves, their heirs, 
‘ and pofterities, forever; and do faithfully promife, that they will 
‘ ftand to, maintain, and defend, their faid majefties ; and alfo the limit- 
ation and fucceffion of the .crowii herein fpecified and contained, 
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with their lives and eftates, againft all perfons whatfoever that fhall 
" attempt any thing to the contrary. 

‘ And whereas it hath been found by experience, that it is incon- 
* fiftent with the fafety and welfare of this proteftant kingdom to be 
‘ governed by a popifn prince, or by any king or queen marrying a pa- 
‘ pift, we pray that it may be enaded, that every perfon holding com- 
‘ munion with the church of Rome, or elfe that fhall marry a papifl; 
‘ fliall be for ever excluded, and be incapable ta inherit and poflefs the 
‘ crown of this realm ; and in every fuch cafe, the people of this realm, 
‘ and of Ireland, are hereby abfolved of their allegiance, and the cro wn 
‘ fhall defcend to the next proteRant in fucceffion, who fliould have en- 
‘ joyed the fame, had the other been naturally dead. 

‘ X) And whoever fhall hereafter fucceed to the crown, fhall, if of 
‘ twelve years of age or upwards, make and fubfcribe the declaration in 
‘ the flatute of the 30th year of King Charles II, entitled an Ad for 
‘ the more effectual preferving the king’s perfon and government, by 
‘ difabling papifts from fitting in either houfe of parliament. 

‘ XI) All which fhall hereby, be declared, and enaded to be the law 
‘ of this realm forever; 

‘ XII) And that no difpenfation hj non ohjiante, of, or to, any flatute, 
‘ or of any part thereof, fhall hereafter be allowed, except it be allowed 
‘ in fuch flatute; and except in fuch cafes as fhall be fpecially provided 
‘ for by a bill, or bills, to be pafTed during this prefent feflion of par- 
‘ liament. 


‘ XIII) Provided that no charter, grant, or pardon, granted before 
‘ the 23d day of Odober 1689, fhall be invalidated by this ad; but 
‘ that the fame fhall remain of the fame force and effed in lavr, and no 
‘ other-,' than as if this ad had never been made.’ 

Whoever is even but flenderly acquainted with the hiflory of feveral 
preceding .'reigns dn England, but moft efpecially with that of King 
James II, cannot fail to pronounce this ad of parliament, which we have 
here contraded as far as the very important matter of it wmuld permit, . 
to be a new and complete magna charta, or a folemn re-eftablifhment, 
with improvements, of all the privileges of the Englifh people, former- 
ly at anytime claimed by virtue of the power of parliament, and of the 
laws and flat utes of England ; and, in one wmrd, that this folemn flatute 
has moft effentially fixed the juft boundaries of the prerogative of the 
crown, and of the rights and privileges of the fubjed, the moll happy 
confequences whereof have ever fince been fenlibly feen and felt, and, • 
it is to be hoped, will fo remain to the end of time. 

The good effeds of this firm eftabliftiment of the liberty and property 
of the people of ; England have in nothing been more confpicuous, than 
in the great increafe of commerce, fhipping, manufadures, and colonies, i 
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as well as of riclies and people, fnce that happy period, notwithftanding 
our having been fince engaged in feveral very expenfive and bloody 
wars, in vindication of our invaluable liberties, civil and religious. 

We may here farther note, that the parliament of Scotland, about 
the fame time, made a like ad, claim, or declaration, of their rights 
and liberties, when they recognized King WilKam and Queen Mary, 
for king and queen of Scotland. 

King James’s net revenue, when he abdicated, was L2,o6i,855 year- 
ly ; for which yearly revenue, though granted by parliament, neither 
he, nor any of his predecelTors, deemed themfelves accountable to their 
people or parliament. It is, therefor, one of the great bleffings of this 
happy revolution, that exad boundaries are fet by parliament to the ex- 
penfe of the civil lift ; and that, excepting the poft-office revenue, and 
the fmall remains of the hereditary crown rents, the application of the 
fup'plies granted annually by parliament, have conftantly and punctually 
been accounted for in every fucceeding fellion of parliament. 

The ground on which the ftreets called the Seven Dials, in the parifti 
of St. Giles’s in the fields, in the weftern fuburbs of London, ftand, was ’ 
not begun to be built on till about this year, as appears by the continu- 
ator of Rapin’s Hiftory of England, [F. iii, p. 97 , mles.'} It was crown 
land, and granted by King William to the earl of Portland. 

In Dr. D’Avenant’s ElTay on way and means, (publiflted in idpy) 
he tells us, that the ordinary revenue of France was, before this war, 
yearly, about one hundred and fifty millions of livres, or about twelve 
millions fteriing. ‘ We all know’ (fays he), how hardly this great fum 
‘ was extorted from the people ; but they were enabled to pay it by the 
‘ balance that arofe to them from the vent of their commodities and 
‘ manufaftures. Their moft ftaple trade was in wine, oil, fait, linen, 

and paper; their other manufacftures are innumerable: and a vaft pro- 
* fit they did conftantly make by the refort of ftrangers to their coun- 
‘ try, and likewife by furnifhing all Europe with their fineries and va- 
' nities.’ 

It is not very certain how long the Englifh Eaft-India company have 
been fettled on the famous river Ganges in the kingdom of Bengal. 
Their firft fadory in that kingdom was at the town of Huguely, on a 
river of that name, being a branch of the Ganges, 160 miles from its 
mouth. About this year the company removed to Calcutta, bn the 
fame river, where they built Fort William, for proteding their veflels 
coming down that river from Patna with piece goods, raw filk, and 
faltpetre, being the principal ftaple commodities of Bengal, otherwife 
the rajas, whofe dominions lie on that river, and who are either tribu- 
taries to, or elfe powerful governors under, the mogul, were apt to 
make, and fometimes have made, arbitrary demands of duties for paff- 
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ing that way. Higher up, at the town of Huguely, the Dutch have 
a noble fort and fa( 9 :ory for the like trade, and alfo for Bengal fluffs, 
calico, cotton and muflin, for the European markets ; and opium, gin- 
ger, long pepper, tobacco, &c. for the country trade. 

On the fame river too the French lately had a fort and faflory. Here 
likewife, the Danes had formerly a fadory. Likewife, in the year 1723, 
the late Oftend company had a fadory. 

At Huguely the great Mogul has a cuflom-houfe, and on that river 
there is a vaft trade carried on for all kinds of India goods, backward 
and forward ; and, befides their flaple goods before mentioned, they 
trade in fluffs of herba *, aloes, opium, was, laque, civet, indigo, canes, 
fpices ; and alfo in fugar and rice, carried all over India in immenfe 
quantities. This great kingdom of Bengal had its own nionarchs till 
the year 1582, when it was conquered by the mogul. It is one of the 
fineft countries of all Afia, and is faid to bring five millions flerling an- 
nually into the mogul’s treafury ; and is likewife obliged, on occafion, 
to fupply him with 40,000 horfe, and 80,000 foot foldiers. 

The Portuguefe had once fundry fadlories here, but have been long 
fince expelled by the moguls, for their rapacious and outrageous con- 
dud. 

Higher up Huguely river, at Cofllmbazar, the Englifli and Dutch 
have their out-fadories ; as at Dacca, an ifland in the moft eaflerly 
branch of the Ganges ; and at Maldo on another branch of that vaft 
river; all depending on the before-mentioned principal and fortified 
ones. The Englifh, Dutch, and French, have each a fadory at Balafore, 
or Baffora, in the bay of Bengal, chiefly for taking in pilots to condud 
them up the Ganges. At this time the Englifh company publifhed a 
ftate of their trade, (hipping, and forts, viz. ‘ ift, that within feven years 
' paft they had built 16 great drips, from 900 to 1300 tons each. 2dly, 
‘ that in lieu of Bantamf from whence they had been expelled, they 
‘ have ereded and garrifoned three forts in other parts of India, for the 
‘ pepper trade. 3dly, That they had now at fea, in India, and coming 
‘ home, eleven drips and four permiflion (hips, whofe cargoes amounted 

to above L36 o,ooo. 4thly, They had feven great (hips and fix per- 
‘ miflion oires, all for Coaft and Bay, whofe cargoes amounted to near 
‘ L570 ,ooo. Sthly, They had feven (hips for China and the South feas, 
‘ whofe cargoes amounted to near Li 00,000, befides about 30 other 
‘ fmall armed veffelSj Conftantly remaining in India. 6thly, That they 
‘ have now remaining India goods unfold at home to the value of 
‘ L7 oo,ooo. ythly. That, by means of their ifle of Bombay, they 
‘ have broi^ht thither the principal part of the trade of Surat ; where, 
‘ from 4,000 families, computed when the company firft took poffeflion 

^ The rind of a certain tree, which they drefs and draw out fo line, that it works like hlk, wkh 
which, and alfo with cott.on,>. it is woven. 
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‘ of it, tlley are iince increafed to 50,000 families, all fubjeci to tlie 
* company’s laws. Laftly, the company had made a mofl fuccefsful 
‘ war with the mogul, and brought him to reafonable terms, confirmed 
‘ by that prince’s own phirmaund, and fecured by a ftrong garrifon at 
‘ Bombay ; which, being one of the beft ports in India, and lying fo 
‘ near Surat, the great emporium of the Indian trade to Arabia, Perfia;, 

‘ Bafibra, and the Red fea, if the Englifh trade had not been brought 
‘ thitherto load home, and not at the river of Surat, as formerly, it 
‘ would not have been near fo beneficial.’ This is indeed a very pomp- 
ous view of that company’s condition, as publifhed by themfelves ; but 
their enemies foon after gave a very different view of it. 

ibpo. — -Befides the benefits elfewhere mentioned, as received by Eng- 
land from the French king’s revocation of the edidt of Nantes in 1685, , 
it did good fervice to the Englifh colonies in America; and particularly 
in the year 1690, when King William fettled fome hundreds of French 
refugee families on the fouth fide of James’s river in Virginia, above the 
falls, where they have fince much improved that naturally-fine country. 

The French in the province of Canada growing troublefome neigh- 
bours to the Englifli province of New-York, by endeavouring to draw 
to themfelves the whole trade of peltry with the Indian nations, the go- 
vernment of New-York made an attempt on Quebec, the capital town 
of Canada, diflant about 400 or 500 miles from New-York city. For 
this end they marched from Albany, with 300 Englifh and 300 allied 
Iroquois Indians ; and though the French governor of Canada had with 
him above double the number of regular troops, befides Indians, yet the 
Englifh defeated him, and killed about 300 of his men : but not having 
artillery, 8tc. proper for attacking their forts, which furely they fhould 
have forefeen, they were fain to be content with this victory, and fo to 
return home. 

But in this fame year General Coddrington, commander in chief of 
the Englifh leeward iflands, had better fuccefs in the Weft-Indies ; for, 
by the help of fuccours from England, joined to the regiments he had 
raifed in thofe iflands, he retook from the French, with the lofs of 200 
men, the ifland of St. Chriftophers, from whence he conveyed the French 
inhabitants, confifling of 1,800 men, befides women and children, to 
Hifpaniola and Martinico. The fame year he like wife retook the ifle 
of St. Euftatia, which the French had, the preceding year, taken from 
the Dutch : he alfo took from the French St. Martins and St. Bar- 
tholomew, but he failed in his attempt on Guadaloupe. 

Sir WiUiam Phipps, with a fleet and land forces from New-England, fail- 
ed for Nova-Scotia, and took the fort and town of Port-Royal, fince nam- 
ed Annapolis Royal, in the bay of Fundy, which had fo greatly annoyed 
our commerce in America, by means of the French privateers, as to ob- 
tain the appellation of the Dunkirk of America. He alfo deraoliflied a 
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fort at St, John’s river; and erected better forts in their ftead. The 
French till now had, from Port-Royal, carried on a confiderable trade 
to the fugar ifles, &c. with fifh, lumber, and peltry. Yet King Wil- 
liam’s prelTures obliged him. to reftore it to France by the treaty of Ryf- 
wick, and fo it remained till the following century. 

So great is the quantity of timber in that country, and the adjacent 
parts of New-England, that, in after years, the furveyor-general for the 
woods of the crown of Great Britain in America had directions to fet 
out 300,000 acres of the beft woodlands, in order to preferve the white 
pine trees for mails and other fhip timber, near the fea or navigable 
rivers, for the navy ; which, it is hoped, will be ever carefully looked 
after, whatever reports there may be of negleCts therein. 

The number of houfes in England and Wales this year, as returned 
by the books of the hearth duty at lady-day 1690, was 1,391,215 ; 
which, at fix perfons to a houfe, makes the number of fouls 7,915,290, 
or very near eight millions. \iy Avenanf s EJfay on ways and means of 
/applying the war, London, So that, reckoning one million and 

a half in Scotland, which may be near the truth, and two millions in 
Ireland, wliich we have elfewhere fliewn to be near the truth, there is 
good ground to believe, there may be at lead: eleven millions of fouls in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland: that author makes the houfes in York- 
fhire to be 121,052; in Wales 77,921 ; and in London, Weftminfier, 
and Middlefex, 111,215. 

Till about this time there was fcarce any other kind of paper made 
in England but the coarfe brown fort. But the war with France oc- 
cafioning high duties on. foreign paper, the French proteftant refugees 
fettled in England, and alfo our own few paper-makers, now began to 
make white writing and printing paper : which, in length of time, has 
been brought to fo great perfedion, both for beauty and fubftance, 
that, in our own time, we import only certain kinds of Genoa and Dutch 
paper ; which, however, bears but a fmall proportion to all the paper 
ufed in the Britifh dominions. How great a faving this has proved to 
Britain, may partly be conceived from w'hat has been often formerly 
affirmed by fuch as were well acquainted therewith, viz. that to France 
alone, from which we now take none even in time of peace, we paid 
annually to the amount of Li 00,000 for paper only. 

At this time, or a little before, fome mines of lead and copper were 
found in the lands of Sir Carbery Price in Cardiganfhire, in South 
Wales; which requiring great expenfe to work, he this year divided 
them into 24 fhares. This was the original rife of the mine-adventurers 
company, by the mifmanagement of which fo many perfons and fami- 
lies were greatly hurt, and others utterly ruined. In the year 1693, 
that gentleman and his partners fubdivided their 24 fhares into 4,008 
fhares, for the term of twenty-two years and an half; in which fundry 
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lords and gentlemen of worth were deeply concerned. .Yet for want of a 
fnfficient ftoclc of money for carrying on fo expenfive a work, it lan- 
guiflied and went retrograde until the year 1 698, vrhen a new conftitution 
was eftabiifhed, by indenture, in a pompous manner ; the duke of Leeds 
being thereby eftabliflied governor of this company, and Sir Humphry 
Mackworth deputy-governor, both during life, with a felecSl committee 
of managers or diredors; and a new capital dock of L20,ooo was raifed, 
for paying off debts before eontradled, and for vigoroufly carrying on 
the mines ; and five years were hereby added to the faid twenty -two years 
and an half of their grant. Sir Humphry Mackworth’s propofal and 
plan were accepted ; and he undertook to difpofe of the 4,008 ihares by 
a lottery for Li25,ooo, confifling of 25, 000 tickets, afLy, whereof 2,500 
were to be fortunate ; with abundance of wild, perplexed, and romantic, 
articles, which , however, drew in many perfons of worth and character. 
Sir Humphry Mackworth brought into this new conftitution, his own 
lands, eoal-pirs, and mines, near Neath in Glamorganfhire, where 
wharfs and warehoufes, refining-houfes and mills, were eredted, and 
much lead ore was raifed, from whence quantities of f iver were extract- 
ed, and aifo litharge of lead, which is ufed by apothecaries, furgeons, 
and painters; but chiefly by potters for glazing their earthen ware, 
and by the makers of fine glafs, and of red-lead, into which litharge 
is eafily transformed. Thus they went on, at a vafl; expenfe, till next 
century, till when we flrall leave them, after only obferving, that it is 
fbmewhat flrange, fo many fagacious perfons as Sir Humphry Mack- 
worth drew into this projedt, did not entertain any fufpicion of his 
vaflly pompous out-fet, and of his propofal of one twelfth part of the 
clear profit of the mines to be difpofed of to flich charitable ufes as he 
fhould diredl, previous to their knowing any thing certain whether 
there would be any profit at all from a mere embryo projedf. By fuch 
means, and like wife by his charity -propofal, many clergymen's widows, 
and orphans, were engaged therein. 

i6gi . — After the Englifh Eaft-India company's very great expenfe of 
money and men in their war with the great mogul, they at length ob- 
tained peace with him, and the reflitution of their former privileges, in 
the year 1691 ; when they likewife re-eftablifhed their revolted fadory 
at Bombay, and quieted the ifle of St. Helena. Neverthelefs, the above 
great expenfe, the ihceffant clamours of the interlopers, and of the 
friends of thofe put to death at St. Helena, jointly confpired to bring 
that company into great difcredit ; infomuch, that printed papers were 
handed about, difp laying their crimes and mifcarriages, doubtlefs not 
without exaggerations : propofals alfo were publiflied for di'flblving this, 
and eredting a new company. And fo far was the houfe of commons 
influenced thereby, as in this fame year to addrefs King William to dif- 
■&lve the company, agreeable to the power referved by the crown in. 
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tlieir charter, and to incorporate a new one. The king’s aiifwer was, 

* that, it being a matter of very great importance, it required fome 
‘ time to conlider their addrefs.’ In the meantime he referred it to a 
committee of the privy council ; whereupon the company did, in writ- 
ing, declare their fubmiflion to fuch regulations as that committee of 
council fhould prefcribe ; which were in fubftance, that their capital 
Hock flioiild be made up Lr, 500, 060 at leail, but not to exceed two 
millions ; of which the prefent company’s capital of L74o,ooo was to 
conftitute a part: and the prefent company, jointly with the new fub- 
fcribers, fhould be incorporated for twenty-one years 

The government of New-England, Hill finding the French in Canada 
very troublefome neighbours, fent out a fleet of 32 fail, with -2000 
land forces onboard, to attack Quebec j but being eight weeks in 
failing up the river of St. Laurence, they thereby gave time to the 
French to bring all their ftrength to Quebec ; before which place, our 
people being repulfed, they were obliged to re-embark, many of their 
fhips in coming down that river were wrecked or loft ; and when 
20G0 Englifh and 1500 Indians had marched over land from New- 
York, Connediicut, &c. they found no canoes to tranfport them over the 
lake's f they were therefor likewife forced to return home. In this un- 
fortunate and ill-condufted expedition, the province of New-England 
contradted Li 40,000 debt; and there were faid to have been 1000 hves 
loft, one way or other. 

1 692. — We ftiali now give the Englifh Eaft-India company’s vindication 
of themfelves, by way of reply to the regulations propofed by the com- 
mittee of the privy council, at the clofe of the preceding year, viz. 

* that their prefent quick and dead ftock and revenue are really worth 
‘ more than Li ,500,000 f, the prefent current price of their capital 

* ftock at market being 150 per cent : that they knew no law nor rea- 

* fon for their being thus dlfpofleffed of their eftates at an undervalue : 

' that their forts, towns, and territories in India are theirs for ever by 
‘ their charters, and have coft them, firft and laft, above a million fter- 
“ ling : that all the other propofed regulations are better provided for 
‘ by their prefent charter than they can be by any new one, &c.’ {^Ac- 
count of fome tranfaBions in the houfe of commons and before the lords of the 
privy council, relating to the late Eajl- India company, quarto, 1693.] 

The anfwer given by the king this year to the addrefs of the com- 
mons, for diflblving the Eaft-India company, was, in fubftance, that, 
upon due cOnfultation, he found he could not diflblve the company in 
tefs than three years warning ; during which time they could not be 
hindered from trading, nor could a new company trade, till thofe three 
years were expired ; that the company having rejefted moft of the re- 

The company’s anfwer and- vindication win be found linder the next year. A 
’ f Quick flock comprchsxnls ihips-aad mercharidisse 5 and dead flock, forts, fadories, holifes, 6Cc* A. 
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gulations made by the committee of council, he was of opinion, thar 
what was needful to preferve this valuable trade could not be perfedled 
without the concurrence of parliament; wherefor he recommended to 
them to prepare a bill for that purpofe. This was fpeaking like a good 
-king to a free people. Hereupon the houfe of commons took the fettle- 
ment of this- trade into confideratioB, yet, through their divifions, and 
the company’s great intereft, they did nothing effedual ;- only at the 
clofe of that feffion they addreffed the king to diffolve the company at 
the end of the three years ; which, he told them, he would confider of. 

A war with France having before been feen to be unavoidable by 
England, it was foon found to be very unfortunate for the later, that as 
her maritime commerce was much greater than that of France, Ihe was 
thereby very much expofed to captures- by French privateers; info- 
much, that by an account laid before the parliament in this year, it ap- 
peared, that the French had in the two- years pall of this war, taken 
from England no fewer than 3000 • fail of trading vefleis, great and; 
fmall : and within the fame period we had taken from France only 
67 merchant Ihips. A terrible difference indeed, yet not fo difficult tO ' 
be accounted for as fome might imagine, when it is confidered that fo 
great a part of France’s- commerce was at this time driven, in foreign 
ifliips, chiefly till now in Dutch bottoms. 

On the other hand, (for balancing part of this great misfortune) the 
ftridt prohibition of commerce by both nations during this war, proved 
the occafion of gradually deftroying fundry very profitable French raa- 
nufadlures, which were either transferred to England diredly, or elfe fet 
on foot by other nations. Thus, I) France was almofl; entirely deprived 
of a mofl; profitable linen manufadure (never likely to be regained) of 
two particular fpecies, viz. dowlas and lockram, chiefly manufadlured in 
Normandy and Britanny ; of which. England was faid to have taken off 
to the value of L200,ooo flerlmg annually. For England, not being 
well able to be vflthout thofe two forts of linen, fet the Hamburghers on 
imitating them fo well, that the very, names of thofe French linens with 
us are buried in oblivion. 

II) France, before this war,, manufadlured good and cheap felt hats a& 
Caudbeque, Havre de Grace, and other places in Normandy ; and by 
our prohibition, of them, we have in time learned to make them better, 
as well as cheaper, than the French can do. 

ni) Before this war the fine glafs manufacture was almofl:* entirely 
French ; for, not only the greateft part of the plate-giafs of our coaches 
and chairs, and of our fine looking-glaffes, came from France, but like* 
wife our finefl window-glafs, which was ufually called Normandy glafs;, 
and French crownr-glafs j both which we have fince made entirely our 
own manufacture, in the greateft perfection. 

We have before noted, under the year 1685, the great benefits which 
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accrued to' England by receiving tlie French proteftant refugees, 
who introduced fundry new manufadures r neverthelefs, the improve- 
ment of them, and of the others above mentioned, could not have been 
fo fpeedily nor fo effedually accomplifhed, bad it it not been for the 
frid prohibition of intereourfe between the two nations by this war. 
Whereby alfo (IV) cutlery-ware, watches, toys, ribands, 8cc. and mod 
efpecialiy England’s broad-filk manufadure, have been fo greatly im- 
proved as even to outdo the French in all of them. Hence it may well 
be imagined, how great the lofs of France muft have been in the de- 
creafe of thefe manufadures. 

This year was propitious to England, by the great and fignal vidory 
over the naval power of France off La Hogue on the coaft of Normandy, 
where an army of 20,000 men lay ready to embark with the late King 
James to invade England, in cafe the French fleet fliould prove vidori- 
ous. Voltaire (in hi?, Age of Louis XIV) relates, that 300 tranfport- 
fhips were got ready at Breft; and Admiral Tourville, with 44 fhips of 
war, waited for them on the Norman coaft. D’Etrees alfo was on his 
way from Toulon with another fquadron of 30 fhips of war, but hap- 
pened to be detained from joining Tourville by contrary winds. The 
combined fleet of England and Holland, according to him and others, 
confifted of near 100 fail, commanded in chief by Admiral Ruftel, (af- 
terward created earl of Orford.) In this tremendous naval engagement 
21 of the beft fhips'of France were deftroyed, amongft which was the 
fuperb admiral-ftiip the Royal fun, of no brafs cannon, fet on fire in 
fight of that army and of the late King James, Voltaire relates, that 
14 of the largeft French fhips of war were run a-ground on the adjacent 
coaft, two of which number carried each 1 04 cannon ; and their com- 
manders, knowing that they muft be deftroyed by the enemy, with 
their own hands fet fire to them. This (he adds) was the firft check, 
which the maritime ftrength of Louis XIV had as yet received. 

This year the 'French refugees in England, having formed a fuccefs- 
ful 'projedl for making luftrings and alamode filfcs, articles then in great 
vogue, and for which France had received from England great fums of 
money yeaaly, they got a patent for the foie privilege of making thofe 
filks, which they foon brought to great perfedion. And, though, by 
the change of fafliion, thofe filks are not now in requeft, the projed how- 
ever contributed to the improvement of the Englifhfilk manufadure in 
general. By an ad of the 8th and pth of King William, [c. 36] it ap- 
pears, that the Royal luftring company had then brought this manufac- 
ture to the greateft perfedion wherefor foreign luftrings and alamodes 
v/ere thereby prohibited. This obfolete charter was made one of the 
bubbles of the year 1720, and fell with them foon after to nothing. It 
-was called the Royal luftring (vulgarly luteftring) company. 

1 693. — The parliament paffed an ad for continuing certain ads therein 
4 4 N 2 , 
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mentioned, and for charging feveral joint flocks ; whereby, inter alia, it 
was enafle^ that for every Li 00 of Eaft-India joint flock, there Ihould be: 
anfwered to- their majefties, L5, valuing the' whole joint flock of that 
company at £744,000, to be paid quarterly by their governor or trea- 
furer, and to be dedufled from the feveral perfons interefled in the faid 
flock, according to- their feveral ihares and proportions therein, upon 
their next dividends. 

And for every fliare in the joint flock of the Royal African company, 
Li. 

And 

Ls*.*_ 

. And in cafe any of the companies {hall make default in payment at 
the times herein fpecified, the charter of fuch company refpeftivelyj,. 
ihall be, and is hereby, adjudged to be void'.. [4, 5 Gul. et Mar. c. 15.] 

Thefe were the only joint-flock commercial companies then in Eng- 
land ; the other three great eommerciai Gompanies,. viz-, the Ruflia,. 
Turkey, and Eaftland, ones, being only regulated, companies, wherein: 
every member or freeman traded folely on his own bottom fubje<SI: only 
to certain regulations and reflrifiions by the bye laws and general orders, 
of each company;, which have therefor the appellation of regulatedi 
companies. ■ . 

It happened (either in tentionalTy or mofl unaccountably) that the* 
Eaft-India company negle<fled to pay the tax within the time limited by 
this a<fl ; whereby they legally forfeited their charter;. Yet King Wil- 
liam was unwilling to take advantage thereof, as it would have occafion— 
ed great diforders and Ioffes to the proprietors. The company, however,, 
hereupon was faid to have diflributed great fjums of money to men m 
power ^ i they therefor obtained a nev/ charter,, on the 7th of Odloben 
1693, refloring them to all the powers, &c. which former charters hadi 
given them but with the following provifo, viz.. 

‘ That if the company do not accept of, fubmit to, and effedlually 

* execute, fuch orders, direflions, additions, alterationSy. reftricflions, &c.. 

‘ relating to the eonftitution and powers of their, corporation, and its trade 

* and joint flock, &c. as the king fhall by charter ordain, under his great. 

‘ feal, before the 29th September 1-69, '4-, then their majefties may revoke, 

‘ this charter.,’ '\!l^ich regulations, and orders were accordingly made; 

The ad does not afceitam the number of * traced to the king Ljpooo to the duhe of Leeds,, 
iliares, or amount of flock, in the two later com- ‘ and other fiuns to other men in. power/ — The.* 
panies, duke was impeached by the h'oufe of commons 

f Great funis indeed ! the houfe of commons the moft material witnefs w’as fent out of the " 
having ordered an examination of the Eall-India country y and, "in nine days after it was demanded,- 
eoippany^s books, it appeared, that, the fojns paid By the lords, a proclamation was ifliied to ftop. 
for fpeciQl fervkes^ which before the revolution his ftighc» — ^ . Tims ended a wretched farce/' 
fcarcely ever exceeded L 1200 in a year j had ever iMacpher/on^s Eijlory of Great Britaiuy^ iu, 
iince gradually increafed, and in the year L695 79*3 

they amounted to near LgQ,QQO.-^‘ L lOjpPO were 


for every fliare. in the joint flock of the Hudfbn’s-bay company,. 



by. two royal charters : the firfl: of which was on the nth of November 
1693, in fubftance as follows, vis. 

, ‘ I) All fubfcribers fhall be members of the company. 

* II) £744,000 fhall be the whole capital of the company. 

* III) None fhall fubfcribe above Li 0,000. 

‘ IV) In general courts Liooo> flock iliall have one vote j. and none 

* fhall have above ten votes. 

‘ V) Such as fhall become proprietorsby purchafe, fhall pay for their 
‘ freedom L5. Who (as alfo the new fubfcribers) fhall take the oaths 

* appointed by law, and alfo the freeman’s oath. 

* VI) The governor, or, in his abfence, the deputy-governor, t© have 
‘ a cafling vote in all courts j each of them to. have £4000- in their own 

* right • and each committee-man £t 000 *. 

‘ VII) No permiflion fhall be granted for fhips to India on a private 
*• account, on the penalty of forfeiting the charters. 

‘ VIII) No private contradl is to- be made, for fale of the company’s 
‘ goods, (faltpetre only excepted, fold for the king’s ufe.) But all to be 
openly and publicly fold. And no one lot (jewels excepted) to ex- 

* ceed L500 value. 

‘ IX) The company fhall annually export to India, of the growth and 
‘■ 'produd of England, to the value of at lead £100,000.. 

‘ X) The company fhall annually fupply the crovm with 500 tons of 
*■ faltpetre, at L38 : 10 per ton in time of peace, and at £45 in time of 
war.. 

‘ XI) All dividends of the company’s profits fhall, for the future, be 

* made in money only, 

‘ XII) A book fhall be hereafter kept by the company, wherein the 

* value of their flock fhall be entered, as attefled upon oath, to be view- 
‘ ed by all concerned ; and the like as. to all mortgages,, alienations, 

*■ transfers, and affignments. 

‘ XIII) The joint flock of the company fliall continue for 2 r years : 

‘ and one year before its expiration,, books fhall lie open for new fub- 
fcriptions to a new joint dock.’ 

In an ad of parliament for regaining, encouraging, and fettling, the 
G-reenland trade-, it is obferved, that the trade to the Greenland feas, in 
the fiiQiing for whales, had heretofore been very beneficial to England,, 
both in. refped to the employment of feamen and fhips, and the con- 
furnption of great quantities of provifions as alfo in the importation 
of great quantities of oil and whale-fins ; yet that this trade had been 
wholely lod to the kingdom,, ^d could now no otherwife be revived: 
than by united endeavours in a joint dock : ‘ wherefor this ad incor- 
“ porates Sir William Scawen,. and forty-one perlbns more, to be a cor- 

^ The committee-men are now called directors. 

f How different Is this fliie from the proclamations of King James and King Charles I r 
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' poration , by the name of the company of ma'chants of London trad- 
‘ ing to Greenland, with the nfual powers of fucceflion, &c. this com- 
‘ pany having already fubfcribed L4o-,ooO'for that end: the mailer and 
‘ only one third of the mariners to be Englilh and the fliips to be 
' Englilh-built. All contradls.-sgreements, and bargains, for their Hock 
‘ ^ to be void, unlefs transferred within ten days after. This corporation 
‘ to exill only for fourteen years from the ill of Odober 1693.’ [4, 5 

Gut. et Mar. c. 17I] 

The Englilh and Dutch naval exploits in this year proved almoll as 
unfortunate as they had been profperous in the preceding one : for Sir 
George Rooke, with 23 Ihips.of war, having the Turkey fleet under his 
convoy, was attacked by the grand fleet of France, commanded in chief 
by Tourville, off Cape St. Vincent, who took or dellroyed 12 Englilh 
and Dutch ftiips of war, together with 80 merchant Ihips, Englilh and 
Dutch ; which was a fevere lofs to both nations. 

The French, we have feen, having, even in time of peace, feized on 
all the forts of England in Hudfon’s bay, excepting that at Port-Nelfon, 
in the year i686, King William now fent out fuch a force as retook 
them all. Neverthelefs, foon after, the French, with a llronger force, 
again took all the forts in that bay. 

1694. — The revenues of the city of London having in Lome former 
times been under bad or negligent management, the fund for the orphans 
of freemen was fuffered to run fo far in arrear, that the chan^ber of Lon- 
don (where that fund was and is llill kept) was Ihut up for feveral years. 
Hereof great complaints were made at different times, inforauch that 
this fliurting up was compared to the Ihutting up of the exchequer in 
the year 1672. After three or four years folicitation, the magillracy 
coming into better hands, they obtained an ad of parliament [5, 6 Gul. 
et Mar. c. 10] for relief of the orphans and other creditors of the city 
of London, purporting, ‘ that whereas the mayor, commonalty, and ci- 
‘ tizens, are anfwerable for all monies of their orphans ; but that, by 
‘ reafon of fundry accidents and calamities, they are now indebted to 
* the faid orphans and other creditors, for principal and interell, in a 
‘ much greater fum than they are able to fatisfy, (viz. L6oo,ooo) un- 
‘ lefs fome alGllance be given them. It was therefor enaded, ill, that 
‘ towards railing a perpetual fund to pay the yearly interell of 4 per 
‘ cent for the whole debt, to any orphans, or their afligns, or other ere- 
‘ ditors, of the city of London, all the manors, meffuages, markets, 
‘ fairs, aqueduds, and revenues, of the city, (excepting the public hof- 
‘ pitals and the revenues of London bridge) Ihould be charged forever, 

‘ from midfummer 1 694, towards railing the clear yearly fura of L8000 
iorever, and L2000 more per annum to be raffed, on perfonal eflates. 

The want of Englilh harpooneers, &c. being at.this.tlitje fo great. A 
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And, for the increafe of this fund, L600 per annum was to be paid 

out of the profits of the convex lamps, (then in vogue, fince come to 
‘ nothing) 4^ per chaldron for metage on coals imported, and more 
‘ per chaldron or ton, (for fifty years, from michaelmas 1700) to be 
' colleded in the fame manner as by the- ad of the 19th of Charles II 
‘ for rebuilding the city of London ; alfo 4/ per ton on wines imports 
‘ ed, 2J6 for binding every apprentice, and 5/ for every new freeman, 

‘ And to the intent that this fund might be perpetual, it was now enad- 

* ed, that from the time when the impofition of 6d on coals fhould 
‘ ceafe, (viz, michaelmas 1750) then the city lands, manors,- mefliiages, 

* markets v&c. and -alLother the city’s revenues, Ihould be charged with 
‘ the farther yearly fum of L6000, over and- above, the before-named 
‘ annual fum of L80.00 applicable, to- the fame ufe.- All which fums 
‘ fhould, in the firfl place, be applied to pay the faid 4 per cent yearly 
‘ for intereft on the faid orphans debt, to be paid half-yearly, on mid^ 

‘ fummer and St. Thomas’s day ; which debt fhould be a perpetual. 
‘ transferable flock. But no orphan fhould for the future be compel- 
‘ lable to pay any money into the chamber of London. And any or- 
‘ phan (under. 21 years of age) applying hereafter to pay a fum of mo- 

* ney into the chamber of London, may take advantage of this adl, and 
‘ the chamberlain may thereupon pay off the like fum to any who are 
‘ not orphans under 21 years of age, and admit the faid orphan in his 

flead. There are alfo claufes in favour of the corporations of the war 

* ter companies of the New river, York-rbuildings,_ Shadwell,.. and Lorn 
‘ don bridgef- 

We may here add, that, upon the credit of this new orphans fund, a 
projed was afterward propofed to be ingrafted by Mr. William Pater- 
fon (the firfl projedor of the bank of England) and. others, for railing 
an additional joint flock of L6oo,ooo,'for lending money on land fecu- 
rities, for a voluntary regifter of. lands, and for iffuing and circulating 
a paper-credit, .&c. which, however,, did-^not takei place. 

By the -great increafe, of the :lhipping of London, the fuburbs eafl of 
the Tower and below St. Catherine’s, called Wapping, were become fo 
populous, . that it was no-w found . neceffary to ered a new church and - 
parifh for. the inhabitants thereof, by the name of the parifh. of St. John, 
in Wapping,. in the dounty of Middlefex. 

A tax was laid on London hackney coaches, (then fixed at 700 in 
number) of L4.per annum, each, belide a fine of L5 0 for a licence for 
twenty -one years, and L8 ■ per • annum on flage coaches. [5, 6 Guhet 
Mar. c. 22.] And (that. we may have no more to fay hereafter on this 
point) by an ad of the 9th year of Queen Anne, [c. 23] the hackney 
coaches of London were fixed at 800 in number, to commence from 
midfummer 1715, when the former term was to expire ; from which 
term each of thofe.. coaches were, to pay 5/" weekly. Alfo 200 hackney. 



:]iairs were thereby liceBced at I o/' each per annum; in the year fol- 
owing they were ’increafed to 300 ; and by another ad [12 Geo. I, 
^ 12} the hackney chairs were increafed to 400 in number, by reafoa 
)f the great increafe of new buildings weftward. 

This year is memorable for the eredion of the prefent moll: ufefui 
ind laudable corporation of the Bank of England, which has not only 
>roved extremely beneficial to commerce, but has alfo on many emer- 
gencies been a great fupport of the public credit of the nation. We 
lave feen, that before this time there were propofals and fchemes offer- 
;d to the public for a like purpofe : and it is indeed fomewhat flrange, 
hat a public or general bank, capable of not only fupporting its own 
redit by a paper currency, for the benefit of commerce, efpecially with 
efped to large payments, but alfo fupporting the national credit, was 
sot fooner efiablifhed in a country fo much abounding in wealth and 
ommerce. 

There were in Europe at this time but four very confiderable banks, 
hofe of Amfterdam, Venice, Genoa, and Hamburgh ; of which all but 
hat of Genoa are folely for the conveniency of merchants. At Am- 
terdam, Venice, and Hamburgh, all bills of exchange and other large 
ayments are ufually paid in their banks, which faves much trouble to 
lerchants. 

There are banks in other parts of Europe, which are not only for the 
cnveniency of commerce, but alfo for the emolument of their pro- 
rietors, who had originally advanced money to the ftate, for which 
ley had a perpetual fund of interefl ; and they obtained alfo the pri- 
ilege of being cafli-keepers for merchants and others. Such are the 
anks of Genoa, Naples, and Bologna ; there being two fuch in the 
ter city, in one of which, though only 10 per cent was .ever paid in, 
ley are faid to make a dividend on the whole nominal capital ; and 
ley are alfo faid to lend money at i per cent per annum, proceeding 
om the great cafh they are entrufted with without interefl:. After this 
cpnd fort of banks w’as the bank of England modelled, as were alfo 
[C two incorporated banks of Edinburgh. 

Moft of the former printed propofals for public banks in England 
em to have had that of Amfterdam principally in view : but although 
lat famous bank be doubtlefs a noble and very ufefui one amongfl: a 
;ople whofe wealth, confifts almofl; entirely of money, and what we 
li perfonal efiates, it is at leaf! doubtful whether one entirely on that 
odei would be fb fuitable for England. Be this as it may, it is. cer- 
in that fundry men of good abilities had for feveral years pafl; employ- 
. their thoughts on a bank nearly refembling that of Genoa, and part- 
thofe alfo of our own private bankers, having circulating notes or 
Us, but with more than all the conveniencies of thofe private ones, 
■d without the hazard of bankruptcies. It was alfo well judged, that, 
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in order to bring down the high rates of interefl; and premiums at this 
time paid by the government, (which was big with mifchief to com- 
merce, by inducing men to draw their money out of trade), it would 
be requifite to eftablifh a public transferable fund of intereft ; and that 
the bank fliould alfo be for the conveniency of dayly receipts and pay- 
ments ; and ihould be conftkuted a body-politic, with proper powers, 
&c. 

Mr. William Paterfon, merchant, who had been much in fundry fo- 
reign countries of Europe, had laboured this point ever fince the year 
1691 with Michael Godfrey Efq. and others of the fame mind : and 
as the government at this time was put to very confiderable difficulties 
for railing the annual fupplies, in order to iiipport an expenlive war 
againft fo potent a foreign enemy, while the public meafures were at 
the fame time clogged and diftrefled by a violently-dilTaffe^ted fadtioii 
at home, who alleged, that banks could thrive nowhere but in a re- 
public, and yet would at other times argue, that fuch a brnk as was 
propofed would make the king abfolute ; he hoped that the government 
would therefor readily incorporate, with certain powers and privileges, 
u number of 'well-affedled gentlemen, who would advance a large fum, 
by way of loan, for the public exigencies : yet, as he himfelf relates in 
his ‘ Account of his tranfaclions in relation to the bank of England and 
‘ the orphans fund,’ (1695, folio) he found it much more difficult to 
get it confented to by the privy council, (the king being in Flanders) 
in order to be brought into parliament, than he had at firft apprehend*- 
ed. The monied men alfo oppo fed it, left it Ihould diminifli (as it cer- 
tainly foon after did) their exorbitant gains from the public diftrefies ; 
for even 8 per cent on the land-tax, beildes additional premiums, though 
payable within the year, did not latisfy them. Other anticipations of 
the public revenues were much higher, the intereft, premiums, and dif- 
coimts thereon running up to 20, 30, and 40, per cent. And fad it was 
to conftder, that contracls for things ibid to the government were made 
on the foot of 40, 50, to 1 00 per cent above their current value, ac- 
cording to the fame author, who w’as known to be well acquainted with 
tlie ftate of things in thole times. 

At this time, Mr. Paterfon obferves, (in his ingenious book called the 
Conferences on the public debts, by the Wednefday’s club in Friday 
ftreet) that fo great was the difficulty of railing the annual fupplies, 
that the miniftry were obliged to ftoop to folicitations to the London 
common council for borroiving only one or twm hundred thouiand 
pounds at a time, on the firft payments of the land-tax, as particular 
common-councilmen did to the private inhabitants in their refpediive 
wards, going from houfe to houfe for the loan of money. 

The debates held long in the privy council, (Queen Mary prefent) 
many being of opinion that a bank would not anfwer, as they were 
VoL. II. 4 O 


only to have 8 per cent int ere ft on the L 1,200-000 tc be advanced by 
the propofers of this bank. The diffaffected were all againft it, alleging 
it would ingrofs the money, ftock, and riches, of the kingdom. 

At laft, the parliament having pafled an aci [5, 6 Gul. et Mar. c. 20] 
for granting feveral rates and duties on tonnage of fhips, and on beer, 
ale, and other liquors, for fecuring certain recompenfes, &c. to fuch 
perfons as ftiould voluntarily advance Li, 500, 000, it was thereby enadl- 
ed, that their majefties might grant a commiffion to take particular fub- 
icriptions for Li, 200, 000, part of the faid Li ,500,000*, of any perfons, 
natives or foreigners, whom their majefties were empowered to incor- 
.porate, with a yearly allowance of L 100,000, (viz, L96,ooo, or 8 per 
cent, for intereft, till redeemed, and L4000 for charges of management.) 
The corporation to have the name of Tlhe governor and company of the 
bank of England. Their fund to be redeemable, upon a year’s notice 
after the ift of Auguft 1705, and payment of the principal; and then 
the corporation to ceafe. The company were enabled to purchafe lands, 
&c. unlimitedly, and to enjoy the other ufual powers of corporations : 
their ftock to be transferable. The corporation were not to borrow or 
.give fecurity under their common feal, by bill, bond, covenant, or 
agreement; nor owe at any one time more than Li ,200,000, except 
by future ads of parliament, upon funds to be agreed on in parliament. 
And in cafe of their borrowing any greater fum than Li, 200,000 un- 
.der their common feal, then every private member, and their heirs, ex- 
ecutors, and adminiftrators, are proportionably chargeable therewith, or 
•for the repayment thereof. This corporation muft not employ or trade 
with any of their ftock, monies, or effeds, in buying or felling any 
goods or merchandize whatever, on forfeiture of triple the value of 
what is fo traded for. They may deal in bills of exchange, and in buy- 
ing and felling bullion, gold, or filver, and in felling any goods or mer- 
chandize which fhall be pledged to them for money lent, and which 
lhali not be redeemed at the time agreed on, or within three months 
after ,; and may alfo fell fuch goods as ihall be the produce of lands pur- 
, chafed by the faid corporation. Provided always, that all bills obliga- 
tory under the feal of the corporation may be aflignable by indorfe- 
ment ; and fuch affignment fhall abfolutely veft the property in the aft 
fignees, Provifd, that if the governor, deputy-governor, diredorsf, ma- 
nagers, or other members, of the corporation, fo to be eftabliftied, fhall, 
■upon the account of the faid corporation, at any time purchafe any 
crown-lands or revenues, or fhall advance to the crown any money by 
•way of loan or anticipation on any branch of the revenue, other than 
on fuch branches on which a credit of loan is or fhall be granted by 

The would not tr.uft the whole money to this new fcheme. A» 

f The name oidlrcBors now begins to corac into ufe inllead of committees, 
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parliament, they fhall forfeit triple the value of money fb lent Pro- 
vided, that no letters of fignet, privy feal, or great feal, of the crowni 
fhall pardon or remit any fine or amerciament charged on this corpora- 
tion on account of any fuit brought againft them ; but' fuch fine fhall 
be dedudted out of their annual fund. The reft of this long adt relates 
to annuities for one, two, or three, lives, for L300 ,000 principal money ; 
the refidue of the L 1,500, 000 raifed by this ad to be granted by the 
king. 

In confequence of this ad of parliament, the fubfcriptions for the 
L 1,200,000 were completed in ten days time, and L2 5 per cent paid 
down. And the king’s charter of incorporation was executed on the 
27th of July 1694 ; though it muft be here obferved, that the charter 
was in fad little more than a piece of form, all the eflential powers, 
privileges, &c. granted to the bank, being included in the ad of par- 
liament, which has virtually been a leading one for the eredion of all 
future great trading corporations ; whereby, agreeable to the ad of the 
year 1689, for declaring the rights and liberties of the fubjeds, &c. the 
grown is limited and reftrained from granting, by its foie authority, 
new exclufive powers, privileges, &c. to any perfon or body-politic 
whatever ; upon which ground it is, that all corporations, ereded folely 
by the crown, without the fandion of parliament, (whether before or 
fince the date of that fitmous ad) which claim any exclufive rights by' 
their charters, have, upon proper and public inquiry, been determined' 
to be fo far illegal. 

We may here alfo farther remark, that this is the firft inftance of 
any nationed fund being managed by any other than the crown ofScers 
at the exchequer. This new method of allowing a round fum for 
charges of management has been ever fince followed, not only with re- 
fped to the bank, but alfo to the Eaft-India and South-fea companies. 
The allowances for the expenfe of management (i. e. for falaries of go- 
vernors, diredors, clerks, office-rent, &c.) were at firft ufually comput- 
ed from what fuch funds had formerly coft the crown when managed' 
at the exchequer ; though in later times, I conceive, moftly with fome 
faving to the public in this new method.' 

The eredion of this famous bank (fays its projedor Mr. Paterfon,- 
who was chofcn one of its firft diredors) not only relieved the minifter- 
ial managers from their frequent proceffions, as he terms them, into 
the city, for borrowing money on the beft and neareft public fecurities, 
at an intgreft of 10 or 12 per cent per annum, but likewife gave life 
and currency to double or triple the value of its capital in other branches 
of public credit ; and fo, under God, became the principal means of the- 
fuccefs of the campaign in the following year 1695, as particularly in 

* Tills ckufe fcems iotcnded to goard agamft fuch a difafter as .Cliaiies 11 brou'glit.upon the com-,-" 
jftcrcialittterdls of tlic coimtri’^by mattmg up tile '■ exchequer SB the Arf* 
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reducing the important fortrefs of Namur, the firfl material Hep to- 
wards the peace concluded at Ryfwick in the year 1697. 

Mr. Godfrey, in his judicious Brief account of the intended bank of 
England, (1^94) wifely foretold, ‘ that if the bank can circulate their 
' foundation of L 1, 2 00, 000, without having more than L300, 000 ly- 

* ing dead at one time with another, the faid bank will be in effedl as 
‘ 1,900,000 frefli money brought into the nation. Thus’ (continues 
he) ' it will make money plentiful, trade eafy and fecure ; will raife 

* the price of lands, will draw the fpecies of gold and filver into the-' 
‘ hands of the common people, as we fee it in Holland, Genoa, and 

‘ other places, where thefe funds are accommodated to receipts and 

* payments. But after all,’ (faj's he) ‘ the happy effedls of this under- 
‘ taking, like almoft all other great things in trade, will be befl: under- 
‘ flood by the pradice thereof, when time fhall convince the ignorant,’ 
■&c. And as this has adlually happened as that able gentleman foretold, 
we fhall not need to fay more in this place on the great benefits of this 
bank. 

The charter diredls, that there be a governor, deputy-governor, and 
twenty-four diredors of whom thirteen or more fhall conflitute a 
court, the governor or deputy-governor to be always one. L500 flock 
to be the lowefl qualifications for a vote in general courts and no pro- 
prietor, how much foever his flock may be, to have more than one 
vote. The governor’s qualification ilock to be at leafl L4000, the de- 
puty-governor’s L3000, and each diredor’s L2000 j and all thefe fliall 
be natural-born fubjeds, or naturalized. Leflening their qualification 
flock vacates their offices, which fhall be only annual. They fhall take 
the flate oath, and alfo the oath of office, and the oath of flock-quali- 
fication. Voters alfo in general courts fhall take the qualification oath 
and flate oath. No dividend to be made but by confent of a general 
court, and only out of the interefl, profit, or produce, ariling by fuch 
dealing, buying, and felling, as the ad of parliament allows. General 
courts may make bye laws, &c. agreeable to the ad of parliament and 


^ The names of the hril dire<Elors of this great 
and opulent corporation ought not to be omitted 
in a hiftory" of commerce. They were, 

Sir John Houblon, governor, 

Michael Godfrey, Efq. deputy-governor, 
Dire&ars* 

Sir John Hufband, 

Sir James Houblon, 

Sir William Gore, 

Sir William Scawen, 

Sir Henry Purnefe, 

,Sir Thomas Abney, 

Sir William Hedges^ 

.Erook Bridges, 

James Bateman, 


George Boddington, 

Edward Ckrke, 

James Denew, 

Thomas Godard, 

Abraham Houblon, 

Gilbert Heathcote^ 

Theodore Janfen, 

John Eordell, 

Samuel Lethieullier, * 

William Paterfon, 

Robert Raworth, 

John Smith, 

Obadiah Sedgwick, 

Nathaniel Tench, and 

John Ward, .Efquires. 3;L 
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tlie general laws of the kingdom; may impofe fines on delinquents; 
may appoint falaries to governors, dire<^ors, &c. Stock to be devifeable 
by will, to be attefted by three or more witnefies Laftly, neither 
the governor, nor the deputy-governor in his abfence, fliall have any 
vote, either in general courts or in courts of dii'ecSors, fave where there 
ftiall appear to be an equality or equal number of votes. 

It is evident from the adh of parliament and charter, that this bank 
is empowered to lend money on pledges ; yet the corporation has as yet 
'made little or no ufe of that power, although in the London gazette ^ 
of the 6th of May 1695 is the following advertifement, viz. ‘ The court 
** of diredlors of the bank of England give notice, that they will lend 
‘ money on plate, lead, tin, copper, fteel, and iron, at 4 per cent per 
* annum.’ They have hitherto contented themfelves with banking on- 
ly, including therein the dealing in bullion, gold, and filver, difcount- 
ing bills of exchange, advancing money to the public on the credit of 
acts of parliament, and circulating their own fealed bills,” which bore 
intereft, (though fince laid afide) and their cafli-notes on demand, bear- 
ing no intereft ; as alfo circulating exchequer bills for the government 
on a ftated allovrance. In all which this happy corporation has proved 
extremely advantageous to the nation, and has preferved its integrity, 
and, as far as was poflible, its credit, even in very perilous times, down 
to our own days, chiefly owing to their great care in eledling for their 
governors and directors only gentlemen of known abilities and integri- 
ty, as well as of fortune. 

Notwithftanding all the precautions ufed in the powers given by law 
to the bank, it bad many enemies to ftruggle againft. Even before 
this year expired it was fharply animadverted on in print as unfit to be 
continued. Some very ridiculous objections palled down with many ; 
as, that all national banks have hitherto been peculiar to republics, this 
being the firft of any in Europe ereded in a monarchy ; that its ma- 
nagers and chief fubfcribers were inclinable to republican principles ; 
that it may fubvert the regal government, by getting the public mo- 
ney, &c. into their hands ; that it draws the money out of trade for the 
Hike of 8 per cent intereft ; that it deftroys perfonal credit, on which 
young merchants were wont to be fupported in their commerce, &c. 

On the 28th of September 1694 the Englifti Eaft-India company had 
a fecond charter of regulations, which, after reciting the fubftance of 
the two preceding charters, made the following alterations and explana- 
tions, f/zrfw viz. 

I) The company may licence their own commanders and mariners, 
but no others, to trade on their own private account in fuch commo- 

^ This was altered by an aft of the 8tli and 9 tli of King Willkin, which made bank flock a per* 
irnml eftate, and to defeend accordingly* 




dides, and to fech vaiue^ as a general court fhall dired, provided entry 
be firft duely made, as well as cuftom paid, before landing the fame. 

II ) To the intent that the company’s annual exportation to India of 
the value of L 100,000 of Englifli goods may truely be proved, a juil 
account thereof in writing, figned by the governor or deputy, fhall be 
annually laid before the king and council, attefled on the oaths of the 
proper officers ; which goods fhall not be relanded, nor carried, any- 
where out of the company’s limits. 

III) Neither the governor, deputy, nor committee, fliall lend out th«‘- 
company’s money, without the authority of a general court, &c. 

IV) If this and the two laft charters fhall not appear to be profitable 
to the crown and realm, either in whole or in part, then, after three 
years warning, all the three charters fhall be determined and void, and 
the governor and company fhall no longer continue a corporation.. 
Laflly, 

V) This Company fhall, by a writing under their common- feal, de-- 
clare their acceptance of, and fubmiffion to, this and the faid two lafi 
charters, or elfe they fhall no longer adt as a corporation. 

We may here juft briefly note a temporary law for encouraging the 
building of good and defenfible fhips, wliich grants one tenth part of 
the toimage and poundage duty to the builders of three-decked fhips-, 
of at leaft 450 tons burden and 32 guns, for ten years to come, to be 
allowed only on their firft three voyages. [5, 6 Gul. et Mar. c. 24.] 

This year the Dutch took from the French the fortrefs of Pondi- 
cherry on the coaft of Coromandel, whereby (as Voltaire m his Age of 
Louis XIV oh^c'evts) the commerce of France declined very much in 
India, Yet Louis. obliged the Dutch, at the peace of Ryfwick in 1697, 
to reftore Pondicherry to the French company; and. it was thereupon 
better fortified by that company. They have alfo fince then greatly 
increafed their gommerce to- India, as both the Englifli and Dutch comr- ■ 
panics know to their., coft. 

By the new fubfcription of L744-,ooo which added 781 members to • 
the Englifli Eaft-India company, it might have been imagined, that they 
had now. effectually fecured theirifelves againft the future, attacks of op- ■ 
ponents.. But as this company had expended, vaft fums of money to 
courtiers,, members of parliament, and others, as well for obtaining the 
laft three charters, as in endeavouring to divide and buy off the inter- 
.lopers; and more.efpecially in endeavouring to obtain an a<ft of parlia?- 
ment for their abiblute legal eftablifhment, their enemies found means 
to influence the houfe of commons fo far againft them, as to- enter upon 
a ft riff examination of .their pradtices. In the courfe of the inquiry 
they difcovered, that in the year 1 693 alone, whilft Sir Thomas Cooke was - 
governor, and.Francis TyfTen, Efq., deputy governor, upwards o£L8o, 000 
were expended for.fecret fervices by the formgr, and by Sir Bafil Fire*' 



brafs, (lately brought off from the interloping intereft) which two laft- 
named gentlemen, refufing to difcover to whom the laid fecret-fervice 
money was given, were, together with Mr. Charles Bates and Mr. James 
Graggs, committed to the tower of London by the houfe of commons 
in the year 1695. And although, in obedience to an act of parliament 
of this year. Sir Thomas Cooke made a difcovery of many things to both 
houfes of parliament, yet it did not give entire fatisfadion, as may be 
more fully feen in a printed collection and fupplement of the debates 
hnd proceedings of parliament of the years 1694 and 1695, upon the 
inquiries into the late briberies and Corrupt practices, (quarto, 1 695) con- 
cerning which we fhalljuft obferve, that fundry finifter arts at that time 
tifed, were afterward praCtifed on a fimilar occaiion in the famous year 
1 720 : fuch, for inflance, as Sir Bafi .1 Firebrafs’s contracting with the 
Eaft-India company to put (i. e. to oblige that company to receive of 
him) L6o,ooo India flock at 150 per cent, when the charter fhould be 
granted, although their flock was then only at 100 per cent: whereupon 
the company paid him the difference, being L30,ooo ; the difpofal of 
which laft fiim Sir Baiil Firebrafs could never be brought to difcover. 
Great fums were alfo laid out for the refufal of flock at certain prices 
on the fame fuppofition. Refufal of flock was a con trad for having the 
option of demanding flock at a fixed price ; as the put of flock was a 
contrad by which, for a premium paid down, the contrador obliged 
himfelf to take a fixed quantity of a flock, at a future time, for a fixed 
and higher price therein fpecified. Thefe new-fangled or cant terms 
tvere firfl brought into ufe by this company ; and in this way of flock- 
jobbing dayly bargains were made for many fucceeding years, 'fo as to 
be fince reduced into a kind of fcience ; but mofl eminently in the fa- 
mous year 1720, and fome years after, till all fuch time-contrads and 
bargains for flocks were made penal by ad of parliament. Great fums 
■were alfo laid out by the managers to anfwer the company’s contrads 
for fale of flock, &c. The houfe of commons had alfo impeached the 
duke of Leeds, then lord prefident of the council, on the faid account j 
but the prorogation of the parliament put an end to it. Some years 
after all this buflle was over. Sir Thomas Cooke had Li 2,000 bellowed 
oir him by the general court of this company, by way of compenfation 
for his former fufterings on their account. 

This year the noble and magnificent hofpital at Greenwich, for the 
reception of decayed Tailors ferving in the royal navy, was founded. 
King William and Queen Mary had for fome time had this much, at 
heart ; and they accordingly made a grant of the royal palace at Green- 
wich, (a part of which, on the weft fide, had been' begun to l>c ic'oiuJt 
for a royal palace by King Charles 11 ) as alfo of a large adjoining fpicu 
of ground, for this end. King William, after Queen Mary’s dearlj, on 
the 25th of Odlober 1695 appointed by patent a number of coJYiu\•i^-^ 



iioners for dire£iing the building and endowing of the intended holpitai, 
and granted a large fum out of his civil lift for that end ; and his royal 
fcuceflbrs were alfo eonfiderable benefactors to it. At length annual fums 
were granted by parliament for finilhing this truely magnificent orna- 
ment and glory of Great Britain, which was fully completed in the reign 
of his late majefiy King George II. 

In the fecond edition of Gibfon’^s Continuation of Camden’s Britannia, 
we have an authentic view of the vafl; increafe of the royal navy of, 
England, exhibited in this year 1 695 , by Samuel Pepys Efq^. viz. 


In Camden^s time^ anno 160 f. 

Number of fliips and vef- 
fels from fifty tons and 

upwards - but ^40 fhips. 

The general tonnage of 

the whole - was under 23,600 tons, 

The number of men re- 
quired for manning the 

fame - - was under 7,800 men. 

The medium of its annual 
charge during the laft 

5 years of peace, under Li 5,500 

Ditto of war, - under 96,400 


At this time, anno 1695* 

now above 200 fliips. 
nowabove 1 1 2,400tons- 


nowabove45,ooomen.- 

above L4oo,ooo ■ 
above 1,620,000 


In this remarkable year, the parliament, gentry, and merchants, of 
Scotland made a very great effort, perhaps one of the greateft that had 
ever been efiayed at one time by any European nation in their very 
firft attempt, for eftablilhing a colony of their own people in America ; 
and, at the fame time, a company for commerce to Africa and Eaft- 
India: which, however, proved ultimately very fatal to Scotland. It was 
faid to have been underhand fet on and encouraged by the interlopers 
in the Engliih Eafl-India trade ; who, finding that both king and par- 
liament inclined to favour the company, flattered themfelves with hopes, 
that, by thus encouraging the Scottifh defign, they might obtain their 
own particular ends.- , , 

Be that as it may, it is certain, that the Scots had long lamented their 
being almofl: the only maritime nation in Europe, without the Medi- 
terranean and Baltic feas, who had n& colony nor fettlement out of 
Europe. This point was more efpecially in their thoughts fince the re- 
.ftoration of King Charles II ; but the violent meafures of the two royal 
brothers prevented that harmony, which was neceflary to reconcile 
people of oppofite parties in fo great a national concern. Upon King 
William’s acceflion they began to think more ferioufly about fuch mer- 
cantile fchemes in Scotland; and in the year 1693 their parliament palTed 
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an. acl for encouraging foreign trade, by empowering merchants to enter 
into commercial focieties; more efpecially for trading to Alia, Africa, 
and America. And' that adt paved the way for another in this year, 
and for a royal charter in confequence of it, incorporating a company 
to trade to thofe parts. It had been framed by Mr. William Paterfon 
the projedlor of the bank of England, and of the new orphans fund, who 
propofed a place in the country called Darien, very near the ifthmus 
which joins North and South America, -uninhabited by any European 
people, for a Scottifh colony; and to have another fettlement oppofite 
to it, on the South fea near Panama ; whereby a great trade might be 
carried on both to the Eaft and Weft Indies, The fub fiance of the 
Scottifh adl of parliament and charter was, 

I) That a number of perfons of quality, and of eminent merchants, 
&c. and their fucceffors, fliall conftitute a company for a trade to Afia, 
Africa, and America ; to be called "the company of Scotland trading to 
Africa and the Indies. 

II) Half its capital flock, at leafl, fhall always belong to native Scots, 
always refiding in Scotland ; the reft to Scots in foreign parts, and to 
foreigners. 

III) The qualifications of members. 

IV) The company’s power to purchafe lands, &c. 

V) And to levy forces and fit out fhips, for war as well as commerce, 
and that they may plant colonies and eredl forts anywhere not being the 
property of any European flate, &c. provided, that all their fhips fhall 
return directly to Scotland with their cargoes. 

VI, VII, VIII) The trade to Afia and Africa to be for ever exclufive 
of all but the company; but to Darien only for thirty-one years, to 
hold their lands of the crown in fovereignty. And if any damage be done 
to the conipaTiy, the king prornifes to interpofe at the public charge, for jujlice 
and rejlitution. 

IX) Ships and merchandize to be free from all reftraints and prohi- 
bitions ; as alfo from all cuftoms and taxes for twenty-one years, as fhall 
alfo the' company’s members, fervants, &g. 

No fooner was the company eredled, than Mr. Paterfon and his friends 
in England had influence to get L30o,ooo flerling fubfcribed in nine 
days. Soon after L300,ooo more was fubfcribed in Scotland, the whole 
capital being at firfl defigned to be but L 6 oo,ooo flerling. But, fear- 
ing that the Englifli fubfcribers would foon be obliged to withdraw 
their fubfcriptions, Mr. Paterfon and his afibciates went to Amflerdam, 
wdiere they at firfl met with encouragement ; but the magiflrates foon 

* Mr, Paterfon Irad lived Tome years in America, and pnbllc fcrvices, that the BritHh lioufe of com- 
and in other foreign countries, and had entered mens in the year 1713 voted Li 8,241 ; 10 : i o 
deeply into fpeculations relating to commerce and to be paid to him on account of his lolTcs in this 
eolmiies- Pie was fo much regarded for bis merit imfucccfsful projed. jf . , ' * .. 
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fiifpefting the prejudice this new company might do to their Eafl and 
Weft India companies, entirely fruftrated their fubfcriptions there. So 
their next attempt was at Hamburgh, where they were cordially receiv- 
ed, the citizens exprefting their forrow that there was room for no more 
than L200,ooo fterling for them to fubfcribe. Thus far the company’s 
wifhes fucceeded ; and, as it was expeded, that in Scotland £200,000 
more would be fubfcribed to make the capital up to one million fterling, 
they therefor haftened the building and purchafing ftiips of great bur- 
den at Hamburgh and Amfterdam, when fuddenly this fine projed was' 
overclouded, by the alarm taken by both the Englifh houfes of par- 
liament, who in December 1695 very pathetically addrefied the king 
againft the great advantages which he had granted to this company : 

‘ whereby fay they, a great part of the ftock and fhipping of England 
‘ will be carried into Scotland, where there will be a free port for all 
‘ Eaft-India commodities ; and confequently, the feveral places of Eu- 
‘ rope, till now fupplied from England, will from thence be furnifhed 
‘ much cheaper. The'Eaft-India merchandize alfo will be run into 
‘ England by the Scots, to the unfpeakable prejudice of England’s trade 
‘ and navigation, and of your majefty’s cuftoms : and, if the Scots be 
‘ fuffered to fettle plantations in America, our commerce in tobacco, 

‘ fugar, cotton, Ikins, mafts, &c. will be utterly loft.’ With much 
more to the fame efed. 

King William’s firft anfwer was, that he had been ill ferved in Scot- 
land j but neverthelefs he hoped that remedies might be found out to 
prevent the mifchiefs fuggefted. 

The houfe of commons alfo inquiring into the fubfcriptions made in 
England, the managers thereof difappeared, and two of them were im- 
peached by that houfe. The firft fubfcriptioil money was therefor re- 
paid to the fubfcribers, whereby £300,000 was at once cut off from the 
new company’s capital. It was alfo apprehended, that, fhould this com- 
pany fucceed, the Scots would in time become fo powerful as to be able 
to feparate themfelves altogether from England, which would be attend- 
ed with very fatal confequences. It is therefor not at all to be won 
dered at, that the Englifh miniftry and council, as well as the parlia 
ment, fo ftrongly urged the king to crufla this company in its infancy. 
For which end. Sir Paul Ryeaut, the Englifh. minifter at Hamburgh, 
earneftly remonftrated to that opulent city againft permitting the depu 
ties of the Scottifh company to keep an open office for fubfcriptions 
there, as having no authority for it from King Williaip. Yet the trad- 
ers at Hamburgh, being very fond of the fcheme, efteemed it a great 
hardfhip to be prevented from fubfcribing. They were however forced, 
with much regret, to relinquifli their fubfcriptions j whereby £200,000 
more was cut off from the company’s capital, after it had coft £30,000 
in obtaining it. The council-general and the court of diredors of tl^ 
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Scottifh company in vain applied to the king, and they got addreffes to 
him from all parts of Scotland, for obtaining the fitting of their parlia- 
ment: and, notwithftanding all thefe difappointments at London, Am- 
fterdain, and Hamburgh, they took an additional fubfcription at home 
of Li 00,000, which made their entire capital in Scotland L400,obo 
fterling: and (that we may difpatch this matter entirely, now we are 
upon it) having, as they imagined, well weighed all the treaties with 
Spain, they ftrongly infilled, that the country of Darien, in w’hich they 
determined to plant, was never planted nor fettled by Spain; but wa.s 
always under the Independent government of its own Indian chiefs, who 
have, for the moll part, remained in a flate of enmity with the Span- 
iards. Wherefor, with five flout Ihips and 1,200 men, and all kinds 
of implements for war and commerce, they failed thither in the year 
1698, with many brave and experienced men, who had ferved in the 
late war, and were difmified at the peace of Ryfwick. The fame year 
they landed in Darien, and immediately ereded a fort, and formed a 
plantation on a point of land, within which, about a league from Golden 
illand, they found a fafe and capacious harbour, calling their firft fort 
St. Andrew, and their new town there New Edinburgh. Recruits of 
two Ihips and 300 men at one time, and of four fhips and 1,300 men 
at another time, wuth ftores, &c. were fent after them ; all which, and 
feveral other Ihips with fupplies, came for the greateft part to unforefeen 
misfortunes in their way to Darien, which they had now named Cale- 
donia. There were exceeding great rejoicings all-over Scotland on, the 
news of their landing: for, as they pompoufly, and truely, termed this 
fettlement the height of the world, as lying between the fpacious North 
and South feas, their views were at firll very towering. By the propofed 
fettlements on each fhore of the illhmus, they flattered themfelves they 
Ihould be beforehand with ail the trading nations of Europe ; firfl, 
by fupplying Peru and Mexico with whatever they wanted from Eu- 
rope, and, in return, fupplying Europe with the treafure and other pro- 
dud of thole two rich empires ; fecondly, it being about fix weeks fail- 
ing from their intended port on the South fea to Japan and to fome 
parts of China, and as there is but- a fmall land carriage of a few leagues 
over that iflhmus, they computed, that in four or five months time 
they could bring the riches of Japan and China into Europe, and there- 
by greatly underfell all the other Eafl-India companies of Europe. They 
were not aware, that thefe flattering confiderarions were fo many un- 
doubted bars to their fuccefs, and that it would be the evident interefl 
of ail the commercial nations of Europe to fruftrate their whole 
alluring plan. Befides all thefe romantic fchemes, and their projeded 
trade to the fouth and fouth-eaft coafts of Africa, they had farther in view 
the production of cocMneal, fugar, indigo, tobacco, and many other 
undoubtedly fealible things, in their own colony of Caledonia ; and in- 
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<ileed, k muft needs be owned, that, fuppofing all Europe but thern- 
felves to be faft alleep, the very advantageous fituation of their colony, 
together with the national bottom, and kill large capital of their com- 
pany, feemingly proinifed, fooner or later, the accomplifhment of niofc 
of the great things they had in view. But they ought certainly to have 
expeded oppofition, from almoft every quarter, to every part of this 
-fine-fpun fcherae : lor, befides the general in te reft of England, confider- 
ed by all men to be in imminent danger from this fcheme, King 
Charles II of Spain was then our ally, and his minifter at London pre- 
fented a very iharp memorial to King William againft the Darien fettle- 
ment, which he termed ' an infukbf the Scots, in attempting to fettle 
^ themfelves in the very heart of the Spanifh dominions in America; 
‘ and .which his maker therefor looked upon as a rupture of the alli- 
‘ ance between the two crowns.’ To this theScottifti company replied with 
great labour and learning, and exhaufted all the civil-law arguments, 
touching the nature of the polTeffion of countries; urging, that they 
had at leak as good a right to fettle in Darien as the French had to 
fettle on Hilpaniola and on the Miilifippi, or the Dutch at Surinam, 
(Sec. all which had been, ekeemed parts of the Spanifli dominions in 
America, and were generally furrounded with Spanifh colonies ; with 
much more to this fame purpofe. The Dutch likewife were extremely 
jealous of this Scottifh fettlement, as what might greatly fpoil their con- 
traband trade from Cura^oa, &c. to the Spanifh American coaks ; and 
might in time alfo prove very detrimental to their Eaft-India com- 
pany. Laftly, the French were no lefs jealous of this company, on the 
Icore of their Wek-India commerce, which at this time began to be 
corifiderable. They therefor excited the king of Spain’s refentment, 
and modeftly hinted their readinefs to afkft him in driving the Scots 
out of Darien, at the very time (anno 1698) they were juft beginning 
a French colony in the bay of Mexico, at the entrance into the great 
j'iver Mikifippi, always ekeemed a part of Spanifli Florida ; and were 
likewife extending their late pofleflion of the w'eft end of Hifpaniola, 
always, from Columbus’s days till very lately, pofieflTed by Spain. Thus 
was King William teazed and prefled on every kde, for the fuppreflion 
of this new company, arid was therefor necekitated to comply with 
the urgent defires of his parliament and people of England; of the 
Dutch, w’hofe ftadtholder he then was ; and*of his other allies; to fend 
inftrudions, in January 1698-9, to the governors of all the Engliki 
American colonies, ftridly to prohibit all correfpondence with the Scots 
in Darien. For it feems. the colonies of New-England and New-York 
were thought to have a wnrm fide toward the Scottifh colony, and would 
gladly have fupplied them with neceffaries, as their fuccefs would have 
opened a new and large market for their kfh, corn, pork, beef, butter, 
&c. Proclamations, therefor, in tlie fpring of 1699, were pubiifhed in 


A. D. i6^jr 66^ 

all the Englifh colonies, ftridly prohibiting, under the fevereft penalties, 
their holding any correfpondence with, or giving any affiftance to, the 
Scots at Darien. The news of this proclamation, and of the temper of 
the Englifh parliament and people, thunderflruck the colony, who had 
before that time received fupplies both from Jamaica and New-York, 
and till now depended on the continuance thereof, until their own from 
Scotland fliould arrive : of which now defpairing, and being a.lfo denied 
any from Jamaica, whither they had fent for a frefh fupply, they were 
neceflitated to abandon their fettlement on the 20th of June 1699, which 
they had bravely defended againft troops of Spaniards who had attacked 
it ; and, being now flaryed out of it, it is generally aflerted, that, out of 
fo many flout men who went thither, fcarce one hundred ever got back 
to Scotland, where this fad difafter greatly inflamed the parliament and 
peo|>le againft their neighbours of England. The company petitioned 
the king for redrefs, while they were endeavouring to repoflefs their 
colony, by fending out ftiips with men and ftores, when, to their far- 
ther forrow, a fecond fet of proclamations, in the later end of the year 
1699, came out in ail the Englifh colonies againft the Scots : fome of 
whofe fhips, driven thither in diftrefs, were denied any neceflariesy one 
of them, with a valuable cargo, being driven under the walls of Cartha- 
gena, was feized by the Spaniards, who from that place had now block- 
ed up the remains of the Scottifh fettlement both by fea and land, and 
forced the few people left therein to furrender. King William anfwer- 
ed the company’s petition with a condolement for their Ioffes, and with 
a general declaration of being ahvays ready to protedl and encourage 
the commerce of Scotland. But the king’s anfwer to the lords addrefs 
feemed notv the only proper expedient, ‘ for healing the rancour of the 
‘ minds of both nations, by uniting them more completely ; that, after 
‘ they had lived near one hundred years under the fame head, they 
‘ might at length become one people; which he therefor earneftly re- 
‘ commended to their confideration.’ Whereupon the lords palled a 
bill for an union; which, however, the commons at that time rejeded. 
This laft effort of Scotland was fo confiderah'ie, and carried in it fo many 
inftruclive hints relative to commerce and plantations, that we thought 
it well merited this fummary account of it. 

I’he Scots w’ere more fuccefsful in their firft bank, ereded this year, un- 
der the fandion of an ad of their parliament, by the name of the Governor 
and company of the bankof Scotland, And though its capital flock was 
only Li ,200,000 Sdbts, or Li 00,000 ftetling, which in England has but 
a mean found for a national bank, it has, neverthelefs,: proved very ad- 
%’antagcous to the commerce of that country. It was projeded by Mr. 
William Paterfon, who projeded the bank of England. Mr. John Law, 
who afterwards made fo great a figure at the head of the finances of 

France, and who may be prefumed to have been, well acquainted with. 

2 ■ ' . 
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this bank, in his treatifeof money and trade confidered, aiTerts, ‘ that 
‘ its notes went for four or five times the value of the cafh in bank ; 

* and, that fo much as the amount of thofe notes exceeded the cafh in 
‘ bank, was a clear addition to the money of that nation.’ He adds, 
' that this bank was fafer than that of England, becaufe the lands of 
‘ Scotland, on the fecurity of which moft of the cafh of that bank was 
‘ lent, are under aregifter; that, moreover, it was more national or ge- 
‘ neral than either the bank of England, or that of Amflerdam, becaufe 
‘ its notes* pafs in moft payments throughout the whole country; 

* whereas the bank of Amfterdam ferves only for that one city, and 

* that of England is of little ufe but in London, f.’ The Scottifh bank 
loon rofe to very great credit : yet it was once obliged to flop payment, 
partly occalioned, fays Law, by a greater confumption of foreign wares 
than the value of the goods exported, partly from the expenfe of the 
Scottifh nobility and gentry in England, and partly, alfo, from a fup- 
pofed intention in the Scottifh privy council to raife the denomination 
of the coin, all which, together, occafioned fo great a run on that bank, 
that its cafh was in a few days exhaufted ; but it foon regained its ori- 
ginal credit, and might poffibly have remained the foie bank there to 
this day, had not the diredtors been thought to have teftified too great 
a bias towards difaffedion to the ftate^s This occafioned a confideration 
by fome noble patriots in the reign of King George I, whether another 
bank might not be ereded at Edinburgh, for the conveniency of the 
government, as well as of trade in general, into which bank the public 
revenues of Scotland might be paid. It was accordingly incorporated 
by that king’s charter, in the year 17 2 7, by the name of the royal 
bank, and has fully anfwered the ends propofed by it, its capital being 
Li 51 ,000 fterling. And though it may have pretty much eclipfed the 
elder bank, they, however, both fubfift very well, and are extremely 
ufeful to the country. 

The million bank was one of the many projeds ftarted about this 
time ; and it has preferved its credit to our own times. It took its rife 
from a fet of London bankers, who lent out money on pledges. They 
afterwards agreed to purchafe tickets in partnerfhip in King William’s 
million lottery in the year i695,i^:and from thence they were called 
the company of the million bankJf Mfext, they purchafed many rever- 
fions of the 14 per cent annuities, and admitted many proprietors of 
annuities to purchafe their joint flock, which amounted, and ftill 
amounts, to L5oo,ooo. They are no company by Charter, but only a 
partnerfhip by deed, enrolled in chancery prior to the ad of parliament 

Many of the. notc^ are fo low as twenty Ml- f In the beginning of Queen Anne's rdgu^ 
mgs ilerling, A. , , . when Mr, Law wrote, 'this aiTertion might be true ; 

Mr. A. did not expedl that the bank of England but now tlbe l^ank of England is of great ufe all- 
was ever to defeend to twenty {hilling notes. Cisitx the country. A* 
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againft fucb unincorporated partner (hips, pafled in theyear 1 721 . They 
divided 5 per cent yearly to their proprietors until lady-day 1728,. 
when they reduced their annual dividend to 4 per cent. 

In thefe times a great number of new proje<3:s were fet on foot in 
London, many of which were at bottom good for nothing, dnd drew in 
numbers of people to their ruin. Some of them flatted up with the 
bank of England in the preceding year, others in this year 1695. 

Such as, I) Two land banks ; the one proje^Ied by Dr Chamberlain, 
a famous man-midwife, (of which more by and bye) the other by one 
John Brifcoe. 

II) A project for circulating notes of hand, and bills of credit. 

III) Another, called the London bank, propofed to be managed by 
the magiflrates of that city. 

IV) Lotteries; many private ones, all over the kingdom; fome for 
money, and fome for merchandize : the laft kind the greater cheat of 
the two, for thereby old and decayed merchandize of many forts were 
put oif by means of thofe roguifli lotteries - 

V) Many metallic and mineral projedb, fox gold, filver, copper, tin, 
iron, lead, lapis calaminaris, for turning copper into brafs, antimony, 
coals, fait, &c. 

VI) Diving engines of various kinds, all come out fince the taking ' 
up of the treafure out of the fea in the Weft-indies, called the duke of 
Albemarle’s Spanifh wreck, or Sir William Phipp’s, which fet men’s 
heads at work ; and royal patents were obtained for the foie fiftiing for 
fuch wrecks in the American feas, and on the coafls of Scotland, Ire- 
land, Spain, Portugal &c. Thefe wreck projects made much noife at this 
time ; and ftiares for them were prefented to perfons of diflindtion, to 
give reputation to the affliir, and to drav? in others. Expeditions were 
made on thefe accounts to fundry fea-coafts : by which, however, no- 
thing was taken up but a few cannon, &c. So the patentees were fure 
to be gainers, but the fharers under them loft all they paid' in : fome of 
'Whom, however, it feems, were men of good underftanding, but 
were allured with the hopes of getting vaft hidden wealth without 
trouble. 

VII) Projeds for pearl fifliing, for hollow fword blades, glafs bottles, 
japanning, printed hangings, leather, Venetian metal, &c. Some of 
which were very ufefui and fuccefsful, whilft they continued in a few 
hands, till they fell into itock-jobbing, now much introduced, when 
they dwindled to nothing. Others of them were mere whims, of little 
or no fervice to the world. Many of them, too, though pretended to 
be new, were either old Englifli projedts revived, or elfe were, on this 
occafion, borrowed from unfuccefsful ones in foreign nations. 

Moreover, projedls, as ufual, begat projedls. Lottery upon lottery, 
engine upon engine, &c. multiplied wonderfully. If it happened that 
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any one perfoii got confiderably by an happy and ufeful invention, ilie 
confequence generally was, that others follo-wed the track, in ipite of 
the patent, and publiftied printed propofals, filling the dayly nevvfpapers 
therewith, thus going on to juftle out one another, and to abufe the 
credulity of the people. All thefe, and much more, we have abridged 
from a quarto pamphlet, publiflied by an anonymous author (who ftiles 
himfelf a perfon of honour) under tlie title of Angiise Tutamen, or the 
Safety of England, being an account of the banks, lotteries, diving, 
draining, metallic , fait, linen, and lifting, and fundry other engines, and 
many other pernicious projeds now on foot, tending to the deftrudion 
of trade and commerce, and the impoverifhing of this realm. London, 

VIII) Embryo banks, continues this author, begotten, but not 
brought forth ; fundry of fuch being at this time hatching. 

IX) The projedors of many of thefe made a great noife in the town, 
for drawing in people to join with them , making ufe of fundry tricks 
and ftratagems. As, firft, they pretend a mighty vein of gold, filver, 
or copper, to have been difcovered in a pi,ece of ground of their know- 
lege; then they agree with the lord, or 'patentee, for a fraall yearly 
rent, or a part referved to him, to grant them a leafe for twenty-one 
■pars to dig that ground, which they immediately fall to, and give out, 
it is a very rich mine. Next, they fettle a company, divide it ufually 
into 400 fhares, and pretend to carry on the work for the benefit of all 
the proprietors, who, at the beginning, purchafe lhares at a low rate, 
viz. ten or twenty {hillings, Stc. then all on a fudden they run up the 
fhares to L3, L5, Lio, and L15 per fhare ; then they fall to flock-job- 
bing, which infallibly ruins all projeds, when thofe originally and prin- 
cipally concerned fell out their interefl ; and by this and other under- 
hand deahngs, trickings, an4 fharping, on one another, the whole falls 
to the ground, and is abandoned by every body. 

X) The Englifli, Scottifh, and Iriih, linen manufadures met with all 
due encouragement. King William and Queen Mary honouring them 
with their names, which made their fame to rife ; abundance of people 
of condition came into them, fome from lucre, others for love to their 
country. They got to be incorporated, chofe governors. Sec. and adu- 
ally fet to work fpirtne'^, Reavers', whitfters, *8tc. and all feemed to pro- 
mife fair ; but here “again flock-jobbing ruined all ; they had even 
brought linen cloth to great perfedion, having fome Dutch hands, and 
a few heads to affifl them. By the afliilance of the Dutch, continues 
our author, we have much improved our lands in the north parts of this 
kingdom, by fowing vaffc quantities of lint-feed, rape-feed, &c. whereof 
making oils in great quantities, we export in abundance, and confume 
at home, in lieu of foreign and dearer oils, to our double advantage.' 

XI) White, blue,' and brojim, paper, we have had iMgOod fortune to 


improve wonderfully ; and although we cannot reach the French per- 
fection, we come pretty near it 

XII) Water companies, as the New River, Thames, of London bridge, 
of Shadwell, and York buildings, Hamphead, Conduit, Sec. Thefe deferv- 
ed good encouragment ; and fo the firft, viz. the New River, has had, 
to the vaft emolument of the proprietors, though the unhappy gentle- 
man, Sir Hugh Middleton, who began the work, fuffered extremely in 
his fortune. It feems, none of thefe had as yet fuffered ftock-jobbing 
to prevail among them, excepting the Hampftead water, whereby this 
author foretells ruin to it, (as has fince happened.) What helped to 
bring moll of them down was, their fetting up fo many againft each 
other. 

XIII) The rock-falt project our author highly commends, on account 
of the integrity and care of its managers, being a number of gentlemen 
and traders. They have built a wharf at Frodfham in Cheftiire, and 
export great quantities of it to Ireland, Holland, and London. 

XIV) The faltpetre company had .a worfe fate. Great fums have 
been paid in ; large refining houfes have been built in four or five fe- 
verai places about London ; focieties have been eftabliflied, and a mighty 
noife made for a time; perfons of loud-founding name and quality 
have appeared at the head of them ; and abundance of gentlemen and 
traders^ concerned, all things being feemingly difpofed in a good me- 
thod. Yet of ail thefe faltpetre companies, our author could hear of 
none that made any great hand of it, excepting the firft projeeftors, v/ho 
always are gainers, and then, as ufual, they withdraw. Stock-jobbing 
was brought in, and thereby, and by other mifmanagements, they fell 
to nothing. 

XV) Draining engines, of divers forts, have been lately made, to 
clear mines of coal, lead, tin, &c. from waters, as well as for draining 
fiats, meers, inundations, fprings, &c. Thefe are profitable defigns for 
the public, as the more land we gain the richer we are. The earth, al- 
fo, of fuch land is generally rich, being much of it marl, the beft of 
land ; and thefe projeds have adualiy proved fuccefsful, fays he, in 
Cornwall and Devonlhire. 

(Here our author afiures us, his intent is not to difcountenance any 
really good and well-managed projeds, but merely to expofe knavifh ones, 
for the fervice of the public, by difeovering the private intrigues, plots, 
and underhand dealings, of the principal projedors of this nation, no- 
thing of this kind being ever attempted before.) 

XVI) Luftrings, alamodes, hats, &c. in imitation of thofe of 
France. Thofe companies, fays he, have thriven, and will continue fo 
to do, whilft they keep ftock-jobbers from breaking in upon them. 

* Almoft every kirid of paper Is now made in tWa country in tlic greateffc perfedion* , ' 
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XVIl) Convex lights, and others of that kind, are ufefui inventions : 
but other pretenders, befides the firft, difcouraged this bufinefs ; and 
London ftreets were not fo well lighted as was to be wilhed for. 

XVIII) New fettlements in Carolina, Pennfyivania, Tobago, &c. 
make a great noife in the world. The firft planters fared but ill, hav- 
ing wafted their fubftance, without being able to reap the benefit, lay- 
ing only a foundation for the next comer, who may fucceed better ; 
yet here, he complains, that thofe plantations drain England of its peo- 
ple, already too much exhaufted by the unnatural and imprudent per- 
fecutions in the late reigns, and the long war in the prefent one. 

XIX) Our royal, Greenland, Newfoundland, and other fiflieries are 
worthy of our care and application. The royal-fifhery company has 
been long talked of, and fome fteps taken to make it fuccefsful ; but 
ftill one ill accident or another has damped it : and it is now again fet 
on foot. 

The Greenland fifhery is like to flourifh, notwith Handing fome lofles 
already fuftained 

The reader needs not to be told how ufefui fuch remarks and notices 
may prove to every one who is inquifitive, and may point out to all, the 
the danger of being too credulous in refpedt of new projects. 

An aft of parliament [6, 7 Guh III, c. 6] feems to have been injudi- 
cioufty framed, in refpeft to commerce and the propagation of people, 
viz. the aft for granting certain rates and duties upon marriages, births, 
and burials, and upon bachelors and widowers, for the term of five 
years ; more efpecially that part of it relating to marriages, births, and 
burials j and even the later part, relating to bachelors and widowers, 
feemingly intended for the encouragement of virtuous propagation, was, 
in fome refpefts judged obvioufly unreafonable ; wherefor, this law was 
not revived at the end of the five years. 

D’Avenant, in his Eftay on ways and means of fupplying the war, 
publifhed this year, [/». 34] fays, it appeared from the books of hearth- 
money, that there were not above 1,300,000 families in England 5 and 
allowing fix perfons to a houfe, one with another, which is the moft 
common way of computing, it is not quite eight millions of people. It 
thereby alfo appears, that there were 500,000 of thofe families who 
were poor, living in cottages, who contribute little to the public ex- 
penfe. 

In that fame ingenious work, [p. 1 1 5] the author combats a vulgar opi- 
nion, that the growth of London is pernicious to England, and that the 
kingdom is like a rickety body, with a head too big for the other mem- 
bers. To which he replies, in general, that fome people, who have thought 
much on this fubjeft, are inclined to believe, that the growth of that 

^ Here our autlior has failed in his remarks, T??hich, however, are generally juft. 
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city is advantageous to the nation ; for the following reafons, viz. that 
no empire was ever great, without having a great and populous city ; 
that the Romans drew all the conquered cities of Italy into, Rome ; 
that the people of Attica were no better than a crew of rude herdfmen, 
and neither flourifhed in war nor in civil arts, till Thefeus perfuaded 
them to inhabit Athens : that the greatnefs of London will beft pre- 
ferve our conftitution ; becaufe, where there is a great and powerful 
city, the prince will hardly enrerprife upon the liberties of the people : 
in the fame manner, a rich and powerful city feldom rebels upon x^ain 
and flight occafions : that there is not an acre of land in the country, 
be it ever fo diflant, that is not, in fome degree, bettered by the growth, 
trade, and riches, of London. To which may be added, that the in- 
creafe of London is not cafual or fortuitous ; but is an obvious and ne- 
ceflary confequence of the gradual increafe of foreign commerce, navi- 
gation, and raanufadtures, in London and the wdiole kingdom. To all 
which may be farther added, that in a free commercial country, like 
England, by fo vafl a capital city as London, whofe inhabitants are fo 
numerous and opulent, the public has often been more fpeedily and ef- 
fedlually relieved in great emergencies, than could otherwife have been 
done : of which there are many inftances with regard to London : be- 
fide that, perhaps, five of her inhabitants do pay more towards excife, 
cufloms, and other taxes, than ten times as many can do fcattered up and 
down in the country. A judicious reader will be able to find other rea- 
fons in behalf of the increafe of London’s being beneficial to the nation ; 
fome of which we have, in another part of this work, borrowed from 
Botero, and others *. 

1696. — During the years 1694. and 1695, Dr. Hugh Chamberlain, fe- 
nior, (an eminent man-midwife of London, already mentioned) publifhed 
propolals for a land bank of current credit for lending money at a low 
intereft, on land fecurity ; which was the principal difference between it 
and the bank of England ; in oppofition to which corporation, nowin 
its infancy, flruggling with many difficulties, this ill-judged projed was 
fet up. 

It was principally encouraged by thofe of (what was then called) the 
tory party, and by the earl of Sunderland, Mr. Harley, and Mr. Foley : 
Lord Sunderland’s aim therein being to bring the tories into the king’s 
intereft; although the. bulk of the king’s beft friends were again ft it. 
The anonymous author of Anglia tutamen^ obferves, that eftates to a 
very great value in the feveral counties of England and Wales were fub- 
feribed to this projed in a very fliort fpace ; a deed fettled ; a com- 
pany formed ; and all things dilpofed to put this wonderful projed into 
execution. To raife lands to 30 years purchafe by reducing the inter- 

* Ivir. Atidcrfon does not feem to think that a judicious reader can find any reafons on the oppofite 
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eft of money to 3 per cent ; the profits to be divided amoiigft the fub- 
fcribers. But it is (fays he) fuch a hodge-podge and medley, a body 
made up of fuch ftrange members, fubtile, politic, and defigning men, 
that the fair face it carries wins abundance to believe its defign to be 
good ; though a little time will fiiew the truth. An ad of parliament 
accordingly palled for continuing the duties upon lalt, glafs-wares, ftone 
and earthen wares 5 and for granting feveral duties on tobacco-pipes, 
and other earthen wares ; and for eftablilhing a national land bank ; alfo 
for taking off the duties on tonnage of Ihips, (which was univerfally dif* 
liked) and upon coals. [7, 8 Gul 111 , c. 31.], 

Upon the credit of thefe duties it was thereby enaded, ‘ that 
‘ La, 564, 000, Ihouldbe paid into the exchequer: for which the con- 
‘ tributors were to have an annuity of £179,480, or 7 per cent; 
‘ fubfcriptions to be received of any perfons or corporations (the 
' bank of England excepted) on or before the ift of Auguft 1-696; 
‘ and for all fuch voluntary fubfcriptions as Ihould be made of land, 
‘ his majefty was empowered to incorporate the fubfcribers by the 
' name of the governor and company of the national land bank. 

‘ But in cafe the faid fum of £2,564,000, or a moiety thereof, 
‘were not fubfcribed by the ift of Auguft 1696, then the corpo- 
‘ ration Ihould not take place. This intended corporation Ihould an- 
‘ nually lend out £500,000 at leaft, over and above what they Ihould 
‘ lend to their own members, on land-fecurities, at an intereft, not ex- 
‘ ceeding 34- per cent if payable quarterly, or 4 per cent if payable 

* half-yearly, at the eledion of the owners of the lands, in cafe fuffi- 
‘ cient fecurities for the fame be tendered to them. The lands convey- 

* ed and entered in the company’s books, Ihould be affignable from one 
‘ to another, (by way of transfer) or might be devifed by will, &c.’ 
Thefe, and fundry other regulations concerning this intended land bank, 
may be feen at large in theftatute: but as the fubfcriptions did not 
take place within the time prefcribed by the ad, owing to the diflike of 
the monied men, who believed it to be an impradicable fcheme, and 
the fund alfo like to prove very defedive, there was an end of this ro- 
mantic land-bank ; whofe projedor, and his aflbciates, it feenis, infifted 
on £300,000 for framiiig the above-named fupply. The government 
was indeed, at this time, reduced to great diftrefsfor raifing the neceflary 
fupplies, owing to the very bad ftate of the filver coin, whereby guineas 
ran up to thirty {hillings, and exchequer tallies were at 30 to 40 per cent 
difcount ; and thereby the monied men could make greater advantage 
than by fubfcribing to the propofed land bank, whofe undertakers, fail- 
ing to make good their engagements, brought the public into ftiil great- 
er diftrefs ; which however w^as, in fome meafure, remedied by the in- 
vention, in this fame year, of exchequer bills. . Chamberlain went after 
this to Scotland, with a fcheme of fomething of the like nature j but the 
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Scottifli parliament did not relifli it, any more than one of a limilar kind 
propofed by the famous Law. 

We are now come to a very diftrefsful part of the reign of King Wil- 
liam, viz. the deplorable ftate of the filver coin of England ; which 
fome think began to appear towards the clofe of King Charles’s, and 
more evidently in King James IPs, reign ; but flill more foon after the 
acceffion of King WiUiam and Queen Mary, when the broad hlver 
hammered money appeared to have been greatly damaged and leflened. 
The firft law for redrefs of it, after that period, was in an ad: [4, 5 G«/. 
et Mar. c. 14] for review of the quarterly poll, (long lince expired, and 
therefor not in the printed . ftatute-book) which only enaded in fub- 
ftance, that whoever flrould refufe to receive in payment any cracked 
money of the current coin of the kingdom, {hould forfeit L5 for every 
offence. But this law rather increafed than leflened the evil. 

By an ad intended to prevent counterfeiting and clipping the coin of 
the kingdom, it appeared, ‘ that the filver coins had been greatly dimi- 
‘ niflied by clipping, walking, grounding, filing, and melting ; and that 
‘ many falfe and counterfeit coins had alfo been clipped for the better 
‘ difguifing thereof j wliereby what remained undipped and undimi- 
” niflied came to be deemed of much greater value in tale than the di~ 

‘ minifhed money fo that mofl of the hammered money was thereby 
reduced to about half its juft value, to the great difgrace of the nation, 
and which brought the public fecurities, as tallies, 8<c.c. to 40 per cent 
difcount. It was therefor enaded, that if any perfon fhall thenceforth 
exchange, receive, or pay, any broad, undipped filver money for more 
in value than the fame was coined for, he fhall forfeit Lio for every 20J 
thereofi 

II) None fliall caft ingots or bars of filver, or mark them in imitation 
of Spanifh bars, under the penalty of L500. 

III) None fhall buy, fell, nor have in cuftody, any clippings or filings 

of coin, under a like penalty. • . 

IV) None fhall tranfport any melted filver till firft marked at gold- 
fmiths-hall, and a certificate, upon oath, made by the owner, that the 
fame is lawful filver, and that no part of it was (before it was melted) 
the current coin of this kingdom, nor clippings therefrom, nor of plate 
wrought within this realm. 

V) None but goldfmiths and refiners fliall deal in buying or felling 
filver bullion. 

VI) When bullion is feized on fhip-board, and queftioned whether 

Englith or foreign, the proof lhall lie upon the owners thereof, that thc.- 
fame was foreign. With a provifo, for the king to export a quantity of 
700,000 ounces of bullion for paying his troops beyond fea. [6, 7 GuL 
Hi, r. 17-] ■ 

But as thefe meafures could not anfwer the end propofed, and as 
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therefor the diminution of the old hammered money dayly increafed fo 
far, that, it is faid, many fliillings fcarcely contained more than three- 
pence in diver, the condition of the nation became very alarming; 
which gave the greateft joy to the difaffedled at home, who hoped there- 
• by for a total overthrow of King William’s government. The French 
Icin g alfo had great expedlations from this calamity, fo far as to fay, that 
King William would never be able to furmount the difficulty ; and his 
being afterwards undeceived therein, as alfo of his hopes from the dif- 
affefted in England, of being able to reftore the abdicated king, have 
been ufually affigned as one main reafon for bringing him into the 
peace of Ryfwick, in the year following. 

The great queftion then in parliament, was, whether it was now ab- 
folutely necefiary to call in and recoin the old and diminifhed diver mo- 
ney ? It was plaudbly faid by the anti-minifterial men, that calling it 
all in would bring great diflrefs upon commerce, more efpecially in the 
time of an expendve war. Yet the miniftry, and particularly Mr. Mont- 
ague, chancellor of the exchequer, argued, with greater reafon, that 
the longer it remained unremedied, the more fatal it would prove, till by 
farther diminifhing it, commerce would fuller an entire ftagnation . that 
it had already done very great mifchief, by our exchange with foreign 
dates being brought fo much to our difadvantage, and by occadoning 
fo much difficulty and difadvantage in raidng the fupplies, for which 
the government were forced to allow exorbitant premiums and intered ; it 
dayly more and more dep reded the market price of tallies, and other pub- 
lic fecurities: and it had made guineas to be run up to thirty {hillings, and 
foreign gold in proportion, whereby much gold was run in upon us from 
beyond fea, to our great detriment, being over-loaded with gold, while 
we had fo great a fcarcity of dver : for, in return for guineas and foreign 
gold, they carried away all our weighty diver coin, as well as our bul- 
lion : infomuch, that at length we fhould be in the utmod didrefs for 
fmaller fums, fo much w’-anted in dayly budnefs. That though Queen 
Elizabeth had coined no lefs than L4, 632, 932 : 3 : 27, in diver, yet all 
her crowns, half-crowns, groats, and quarter-fhillings, half-groats, three- 
halfpenny pieces, three-farthing pieces, and halfpence, were wholely 
funk ; and mod of her {hillings and dxpences were either melted down or 
lod. That in the reign of King James I there was coined Li ,700,000 in 
diver; and in that of King Charles I L8, 776, 544 : 10 : 3 in diver; yet 
the crowns, groats, twopences, pence, and halfpence, of thofe two reigns 
were quite gone ; fo that there might not be now in being above one 
third part of the diver coinage of all the above three reigns, or about 
L5, 03*5 ,492- To which adding the unmelted and undiminilhed 
coins (L5 63,508) of King Charles II and James II, and thofe of the 
prefent reign, all the diver money now in the kingdom might amount 
to about L5, 600, 000, of which there were about four millions of clip- 
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ped, and otlierwife diminifhed coin; and the other Li,6co, 000 were 
ftill pure money ; the juft weight of Lioo of which was 32 lb. 3 oz. i pwr, 
22 gr. Blit upon examination, and at a medium, the weight of Lioo 
of our clipped money was found to be but r6 lb. 8 oz. 18 pwt. A 
terrible date this of our coin, already diminifhed, being very near one 
half, or two millions ! Yet the real lofs was afterwards found to be 
L2,2oo.ooo flerling. 

The parliament, therefor, having maturely confidered this mod- im- 
portant matter, finally refolved to recoin the diminifhed filver money, 
by calling it into the mint by tale, whereby our people had good new 
filver coin returned to them from the mint. 

Their next debate was, whether, as filver was now at 6/3 per ounce, 
e new money fhould not have its flandard raifed, by calling a crown- 
piece 6/3, and a {hilling though of no greater quantity of filver 
than before. Thofe, who argued and wrote for this enhancing method 
alleged, that raifing the flandard would prevent the exportation of our 
coin, and would aito prevent its being melted down ; and that thereby 
alfo, people would be the more induced to bring in their plate and bullion 
to the mint. 

On the other fide, it was more juftly argued, both in parliament, and 
without doors in print, that the common confent of all civilized nations 
had fixed filver at one and the fame price, or very hear the fame price : 
that the worth of it was relative : that the w^eight and finenefs, or the 
quantity of pure filver, and not the bare denomination, were the only 
rules which governed, not only foreign nations in their exchanges and 
other dealings with us, but alfo our own people in the home trade : fine© 
6/3 of the new coin, fo called, would purchafe no more of any commodity, 
nor go farther in paying bills of exchange than 5/ of our undipped prefent 
coin would purchafe ; becaufe the later contained as much pure filver 
as the former. That this was clear in the cafe of guineas, now at 304 
all commodities being raifed in price, in proportion to the price of 
guineas. That an ounce of filver was not, even at prefent, worth 6 /^ of 
good coin, but only of the diminifhed and clipped money ; fince one 
ounce of filver could not be worth more than another ounce of like fine- 
nefs ; and with 542 per ounce of the new-milled money, they could buy 
as much bullion as they pleafed. That with refpedfc to the argument, 
that raifing the denomination would keep our filver at home, it is of no 
w^eight ; fince nothing can keep or bring us money, but a balance of 
trade in our favour : for if we take more goods from foreigners than 
they take from us, the balance mufl be paid to them in our money, or 
in bullion, which is all one. That with particular regard to our home 
concerns, there are many objections againfl raifing the flandard. ifl,. 

* Mr. Lowadesj. fecretarj of the 



All poor labourers, foldiers, and failors, would thereby be defrauded of 
part of their juft wages; as would alfo the creditors of part of their juft 
debts the landlord of part of his rent ; or elfe great confufion 

and difpute would arife about thefe matters. All which, and fuch par- 
ticulars, were moll judicioully and clearly demonftrated by the great 
Locke, in his excellent treatife on coin, which then came forth in print, 
in anfwer to Lowndes’s report, containing an ellay for the amendment 
of the filver coins, to the abfolute lilencing of the oppofite opinion. In 
conclufion, it was finally refolved to recoin the lilver money of the old 
weight and finenefs ; and that the nation, colle£lively confidered, lhould 
bear the lofs. The great inconveniences of calling in all the diminilhed 
money at once were alfo duely conlidered, and obviated by calling it in 
by degrees, and recoining it as quickly as pofllble; to promote which7 
by an a<ft, [7, 8 Gul III, c, 19] lixpence per ounce was allowed on all 
wrought lilver plate brought to the mint : and an ad was alfo palTed, 
[8 G«/. 7] for encouraging the bringing in wrought plate to be 

coined ; whereby the old ftandard of finenefs of filver, being 1 1 oz, 2 pwt, 
was thenceforth altered to 1 1 oz. 10 pwt. fine, and i o pwt. allay *. Laftly, 
the -ufe of lilver plate (fpoons excepted) was prohibited in public houfes, 
then much ufed both in town and country ; infomuch that one alehoufe, 
near the Royal exchange in London, had to the value of L5C0 in filver 
tankards, &c. 

Means were alfo ufed for reducing the price of guineas to near their 
juft value in filver in foreign parts ; the parliament, with great judge- 
ment, direding the manner of gradually lowering them, viz. from 30/ 
to 29/, 2 %f, 25/, and laftly to 22/, whereby the leaft hurt was done to 
private men. So, in about a year’s time, or little more, our filver coins 
came forth from the mint, the fineft and moft beautiful of any in all 
Europe. And although many inconveniences happened in trade before 
the coinage was finilhed, yet, in the end, it aftonilhed and confounded 
all the enemies of the king and kingdom, both at home and abroad, 
and procured great credit to Mr. Blpntague (afterwards Lord Hallifax) 
who then had the chief management in the treafury. 

It was on this occafion that Mr. Montague firft fet on foot a new 
circulating paper credit, by iiTuing bills from the exchequer ; at the fame 
time contrading (as has ever Cnee been done) for their being circulated 
for ready money on demand. And as many of thofe firft exchequer bills 
were for fums fo low as L5 and Lio, they were of very good ufe at this 
time, when there was fo great a fcarcity of filver money during the re- 
coinage, as they were taken at the exchequer for all payments of the 
revenue, and as, when re-iflued, they were then allowed L7 : 12 per 

* This regulation muH be underftood, not of the money, but of wrought plate ; and it was intend- 
ed to prevent fflver-fmiths from melting the current filver money, as the ad exprefsly fays. M* 



cent interefl, they fooii rofe from a fmall difcount to be better than par. 
Thefe have iince been iffiied yearly, and the bank of England has con- 
ftantly, for many years pall, been the contradors for their circulation, 
at a certain premium ; for which end the bank takes annual fubfcrip- 
tions for enabling them to circulate them. By all which means, the 
public was affifted to fupport the general trade of the nation, though 
not without great difficulty, till the new money was iffiied from the 
mint. 

Thus was this niofl arduous affair of the recoinage brought to a hap- 
py iffue by the clofe of the year 1697 ; and the currency of all the old 
hammei'ed ffiver coins was abfolutely prohibited by adt of parliament. 
[9 Gill. Ill, c. 3.] This famous recoinage (which, one way or other, 
•was thought to have cofl the public near three millions of money) was 
performed at London, and in the cities of Exeter, Briftol, Chefter, York, 
and Norwich. 

D’Avenant, in the firffc part of his Difcourfes on the public revenues 
and trade of England, [p. 50, ed. 1698] makes the clipped money- 
amount to nine millions ; and he fays, there were four millions of guineas 
current. According to his New dialogues, [Fi ii, p. 75] there was at this 
time recoined from the old hammered money L5,725,933. Now if 
the old broad pieces, and jacobus’s of gold, and the fine milled ffiver 
money of King Charles II, and later, be well confidered, it feems pro- 
bable that the whole cafii of England may have been about fixteen mil- 
lions : which computation (including Scotland! comes pretty near what 
is generally thought to be the prefent calh of Great Britain, (i 760) ex- 
clufive of a large quantity of foreign gold coins, at prefent, and for a 
long time pail, circulating in the kingdom. 

From the year 1673, when the former Handing council of commerce 
was dropped, till this time, difputes and regulations relating to com- 
merce and colonies were ufually referred to committees of the privy- 
council ; but fuch occafimal committees, being a conftantly-varying fet 
of members, and having, befides, no Hated appointments for their trouble 
and attendance, it is no marvel that they aded but loojely and fuperjici- 
aU.y. It was now therefor high time to eHabliffi a regular and perman- 
ent board for fuch important ends ; our foreign commerce and plan- 
tations, as well as moH branches of our home trade, and of our numerous 
manufaffures, being fo greatly increafed and improved. This new 
board (belides feme of the miniflers of Hate who only attend on extra- 
ordinary occafions) confiHs of a firH lord commiffioner, who is ufually 
a peer of the realm, and of feven other commiffioners, with a falary of 
each Li 000 yearly *. 

^ liiftcad of Mr^ AaderJo#! 'aecDiiat of- tlie tlientic extra^lofthe sameso'f tbefirll: cowimilEoii- 
mture of this new board, compofed from his own ers, and of the duty required of them, 
knowlecre, I have fubftituted the following au- ^ King William, by a commiilioii dated the 15 th 
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The king of France this year ereded a new exclufive company, call- 
ed the Royal Senegal company, on the refignation of the old one. Their 
limits were from Cape Bianco to Sierra Leona, including the fort at the 
mouth of the river Gambia, formerly belonging to England. They 
were authorized to deal in Haves, leather, gums, wax, gold, &c. to have 
Rorehoufes for their negroes in the Weft-Indies, and to refine their fu- 
gars, and, in ftiort, to enjoy all the privileges enjoyed by the French 
Weft-India company before their abolition ; but they were not to in- 
terfere with the Guinea company eftabliftied in the year 1685. 

The Eddjftone rock, lying off the port of Plymouth, being very dan- 
gerous, and many Ihips having been caft away thereon, the corporation 
of the trinity-houfe this year began a light-houfe upon it, and complet- 
ed it in three years ; great numbers of mafters and owners of EngliftT 
Ihipping agreeing, in confideration thereof, to pay 1 d per ton outwards, 
and the like inwards, &c. ; and it has proved a very great benefit to 
ihipping pafling that way, till the dreadful ftorm in the year 1703, 
which dejflroyed it. It was again directed to be rebuilt, and the fame 
duty for its fupport was granted to the corporation of the trinity-houfe 
by two ads of parliament [4 Jhne, c. 201 8 Anne^ 16] ; yet it has 
once more been lately demoliftied by a ftorm, and is again reftored by 
the like means to its former ufefulnefs, to the great benefit of not only 
the Britifh trade and navigation , but of the numerous ihipping of other 
nations palling that way * ** . 


* of May 1696, appomted the keeper of the great 

* leal or chancellor, the prciident of the council, 

* the keeper of the privy feal, the firil commilion- 

* er of the treafury, the firil: commiilioner of the 

* adroiralty, the principal fecrctaries of ilate, and 

* the chancellor of the exchequer, who were to 

* attend occafionally ; and alfo the earl of Bridge- 

* water, the earl of Tankerville, Sir Philip Mea- 

* dows, William Blathwayte, John PoIIexfen, 
^ John Locke, Abraham Hill, and John Methvoa, 

* Efquires, who were to attend more conflantly, 
^ to be commiffioners for promoting the trade of 
^ this kingdom, and for infpedling and improving 

* the plantations in America and elfewhere, with 

* fevcral diredtions and inftru<Stions, the chief 

* whereof are as follows i 

< To examine into, and take an account of the 

* Hate and condition of the general trade of Eng- 

* land, and of the feveral particular trades into 

* foreign parts. 

* To examine what trades are, or may prove, 

* hurtful, and what beneficial, to this kingdom ; 

* and by what means the advantageous trades 

** may be improved, and thofe that are prejudicial 

* difcouraged. 

‘ To conllder by what means profitable manu- 

* fa( 9 ;ures, already fettled, may be further improv- 

* ed, and how other new and profitable manufac- 

* tures may be introduced. 


* To confider of proper methods for fetting on 

* work and employing the poor, and making them 

* ufeful to the public. 

^ To inquir^ into the condition of the planta* 

* tions, as well with regard to the adminiitratiou 

* of government there, as in relation to commerce, 
‘ and how thofe colonics may be rendered moil 
^ beneficial to this kingdom. 

‘ To inquire what naval ft ores may be furniflied 
^ from the plantations, and how the fame may be 
‘ bett procured. 

‘ To prepare inftrudi:ions for governors, and to 

* take an account of their adminiftration. 

^ To examine the journals of the councils, and 

* the adls or laws made by the refpediive general 

* afTemblies, in order to his majefty's approbation 

* or difallowance thereof. 

^ To require an account of all monies given by 

* the afTemblies for public ufes, and how the fame 

* is expended. 

‘ And to make reprefentations and reports to 
^ his majeily, or the privy council, in writing, as 

* there ftiail be occafion.' Jf. 

^ And to the great credit of Mr. Smeaton, the 
judicious engineer, who has ereded it in a firmer 
manner of conftru6tion than ever was fecn in any 
fuch building before. M- 







A. D. 1696. 


683 


An act of parliament for the increafe and encouragement of feamen 
[7, 8 GuL III, £*. 21] directed that 30,000 men, confifting of mariners, 
watermen, filherraen, lightermen, bargemen, keelmen, or other feafaring 
men, between the ages of eighteen and fifty, fhonld have their names 
and places of refidence regiflered, and receive a bounty, or retaining 
fee, of 40/* annually, for which they fliould at all times be in readinefs 
to man the royal navy. For their encouragement they were to have 
twice as much prize-money as unregiftered feamen of equal rank ; they 
only were to be appointed to warrant offices in the navy ; and they on- 
ly were to have admiffion, when maimed or fuperannuated, to the new 
hofpital at Greenwich ; which admiffion was alfo extended to the wi- 
dows and children of regiflered feamen flain in the fervice. A deduc- 
‘tion of 6 d per month is ordered to be made from the pay of all feamen, 
whether in merchant ffiips or in the navy, for the fupport of Greenwich 
hofpital 

The parliament, in order to prevent frauds and abufes in the planta- 
tion trade, enacted, that all veffels trading to or from our Afian, Afri- 
can, or American, plantations or fetclements, fhould be Engliffi, Irifh, 
or plantation, built ; and that their cargoes fhould be either Engliffi, 
Iriffi, or plantation, property, and regiflered as fuch, &c. And whereas 
our North- American colonies were of late become of much greater im- 
portance to England than formerly, it was therein alfo farther enaded, 
‘ that no charter-proprietors of lands on the continent of America 
‘ fhould fell or otherwife difpofe of their lands to any but natural-born 
‘ fubjeds, without the king’s licence in council for that purpofe.’ [7, 8 
GuL in,c. 22.1 

This was undoubtedly a mofl neceflary and reafonable provifo, fince 
it might happen, in unfavourable conjunctures, that a great charter- 
proprietor (fuch, for inflance, as thofe of Carolina, fince made a regal 
colony, Maryland, or Pennfylvania, &c.) might alienate the fame to 
fome foreign rival nation, there being till now rio exprefs law to the 
contrary. Moreover, in order to keep the proprietary governments in 
America the more under due fubjedion to the crown and kingdom of 
England, they being now become very confiderable, it was hereby 
enadcd, that all governors nominated by fuch proprietors ffiould be al- 
lowed and approved of by the crown, and take the like oaths as are 


♦ This law was further euforced by’ an aft, 8, 
9 GuL HI, c, 22 ; and the duty or ftoppage for 
Greenwich hofpital was confirmed ■■by an- aft,- lo 
Annie, for bettering, colleftiug, and recovering, 
duties, and by an aft, iB Geo. II, c. 31. 

This regifter aft wm (unFiappHy la our, humble 
opinion) repealed in the ninth year., of Queen 
Aline. Though many fchemes have .fince ,'been 
laid before the public, yet fo many objeftlom have 
been ilarted, tliat no law has yet been ..framed for 


fo important a matter as having a competent num- 
ber of feamen continually in readmefs for the navy, 
without having rccourfe to the barbarous and uu- 
contiitutional praftice of prefling. May Heaven 
infpiie fome worthy patriot with fpirit, geniiis, 
and zeal, equal to this feerningly, or fuppofed, 
arduous tallc. And alfo may the failors of mer- 
chant fliips, as well as thofe of king's fhips, then 
be entitled to admiffion into Greenwich hofpitaL 
J. • ' ' ' 
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taken by the governors of the regal colonies, previous to entering on 
their refpedive governments. Another claufe in this ftatute has been 
thought by the Mfh to bear fomewhat hard on them, viz. that whereas 
ihips laden with fugars, tobacco, &c. of the Englifli plantations, have 
fometimes been difcharged in feveral ports of Ireland, contrary to law, 
under pretence that the faid fhips were driven thither by ftrefs of wea- 
ther or fome other calamity, it was now enadted, that on no pretence 
whatever any kind of goods from the Englifh American plantations 
fhould hereafter be put on fhore, either in the kingdoms of Ireland or 
Scotland without being firfi: landed in England, and having alfo paid 
the duties there, under forfeiture of fhip and cargo. The main hard- 
ihip hereof, fay the Irifh, confifted in comprehending the unenumerat- 
ed as well as the enumerated commodities, whereby alfo much money" 
goes from Ireland to foreign nations, which our own plantations might 
.otherwife have had f. 

The parliament palTed an 8 Gul. Ill, c. 28] for more effectual- 

ly preventing the exportation of wool, and encouraging the importation 
of it from Ireland : but as there have been, both before and after this 
period, fo many laws made for effecting what relates to the former part 
of this aCt, though ail hitherto infufficient for keeping our wool to our- 
felves, we think it fuperfluous to be particular thereotr. The only ports 
licenced for the importation of Irifii wool into England were White- 
haven, Liverpool, Chefter, Briftol, Bridgewater, Minehead, Barnlhiple, 
and Biddeford. 

It appears that the Greenland company, eflabliflied in the year 1693, 
who had then fubfcribed L40 ,ooo as their original capital, had after- 
ward mcreafed their fubfcription to L8 3, 000, the completion whereof 
was to be made at any time before the year 1703, becaufe, on account 
of the fcarcity of feamen occafioned by the war with France, they could 
not then employ fo much money in that trade. In the meantime the 
parliament enacted, that the company, for the encouragement of their 
trade, during their term of 14 years, (which was to end in the year 
1707) fliould be free of all duty, cullom, or impofition whatever, for 
any oil, blubber, or whale-fins, caught and imported by them. [7, 8 
Gul. Ill, c. 33.] But the company were fo unfortunate, partly through 
unikilful management, and partly from real lofles, as to run out their 
capital of L82, 000 fome years before the expiration of their term, fo 
that they broke up entirely. And by a ftatute for enlarging and en- 
couraging the Greenland trade, that trade was entirely laid open as be- 
fore, and all the queen’s fubjeCts were thereby to enjoy the fame privi- 
leges as the company had done ; yet their misfortunes deterred others 

^ This claufe was rendered void as to Scotland by the union m the year 1707* 

f See the enumerated commodities under the year 1 66o, 
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from profecuting that fifhery till the year 1725, when the Soitth-fea 
company revived it, though much to their lofs, as will be feen. 

Great fums being continually carried out of England for hemp, flax, 
and linen, which might in a great meafure be fupplied from Ireland, if 
proper encouragement were given to induce foreign proteftants to fettle 
in that kingdom, the parliament palTed an ad: for allowing hemp, flax, 
linen, and linen yarn, the produce or raanufadure of Ireland, to be im- 
ported into England by natives of England or Ireland without paying 
any duty. And the manufadure of fall-cloth being already brought to 
good perfedion in England, all Englifh-made fail-cloth was thenceforth 
allowed to be exported without paying duty, either in the piece, or 
jniade into fails. [7, 8 Gul. Ill, c. 39.] 

This law was wifely framed, for the encouragement of French pro- 
teflant refugees, many of whom were well jkilled in the once noble li- 
nen manufadure of France, fince funk to almoffc nothing; and experi- 
ence has fliewn that this law laid the foundation of the great and flou- 
rifliing manufadure of linens and cambrics in Ireland. 

The foreign commerce of Ruffia, except what was carried on by the 
Engliflt and Dutch at Archangel, was till our own times fo inconfid^r- 
able, as hardly to deferve being mentioned. But the czar Peter, fo 
juftly titled the Great, had now formed vail plans of commerce and 
conquefl, and alfo naval power. By his conquefl of the ftrong fortrefs 
and port of Afoph, near the mouth of the river Don, he opened for the 
Ruffian veflels a pailage into the Black fea, upon which he determined 
to keep a naval force ilifficient to cope with that of the Turks, who, for 
feme centuries paft, had excluded all other nations from the navigation 
of that fea. For this end he procured fhip-wrights from Holland for 
conflruding great ffiips of war, and from Venice for galleys ; and he 
got no fewer than forty of the former, and fifty of the later, befides 
bomb ketches, &c. built at Woronitz on the river Don, and thence 
conveyed to Afoph ; which mighty enterprife was completed, through 
his vafl genius, in three years time, having oak-timber and other naval 
flores in plenty of his own, and ready at hand. He alfo fortified the 
port of Taganroek on the Black fea ; at which work, it is faid, above 
300,000 perfons perifhed through hunger, and by diftempers contrad;- 
ed from lying on the marfhy ground. Had the czar fucceeded in com- 
pelling the Ottoman Porte to allow him a free paflage by the Propontis 
and Dardanelles into the Archipelago and Mediterranean fea, what 
ftrunge alterations might not his fuccefs have produced in the balance 
of povrer in Europe ; and how difadvantageous would it probably alfo 
have proved to the Turkey trade and the general commerce of the 
other European nations in thofe feas ? How precarious alfo would the 
very exiftence of the Turkifh empire have thereby been rendered ? But 
in the next century we fhall fee this towering profped overclouded, and 


all the vaffc expenfe thereof abfolutely thrown away. This great prince, 
however, did wonders for reforming and improving his country and 
people. He travelled for this end into moft countries of Chriftendom, 
in order to learn their mercantile and maritime arts. In Holland and 
England he difcovered fo great a genius in his judicious inquiries, ob- 
fervations, and remarks, on fliip-building, naval affairs, manufadlures, 
&c. as furprifed every body, and of which Ruffia at this day experiences 
the good effeds. King William gave him a refpedful reception in the 
year 1697, and cultivated his friendfhip and alliance, in hopes of form- 
ing an nfeful balance of power againfl France, 

This year King William fent out two fhips of war and fome land 
forces, who retook the forts in Hudibn’s bay, which the French had held 
for three years. Yet once more thofe forts, in Queen Anne’s war, wer(? 
regained by the French, all but Fort Albany, and fo it remained till 
the peace of Utrecht, 

The running of Englifh and Irifli wool into France, whereby the 
woollen manufadure of that kingdom has been fo greatly increafed, 
has employed the pens of many ever lince the refloration of King 
Charles II ; and many plaufible propofals have been made, both within 
doors and without, for an effedual cure, though hitherto unfuccefsfully. 
Among the more modern ones, Samuel Webber, in his fhort account 
of the fate of our woollen manufadures, (printed in 1739) afcribes the 
great rife of the French woollen manufadures about this time to the 
duty of 4/ in the pound impofed by the parliament of Ireland on all 
their woollen goods exported to foreign parts, becaufe fuch exportation 
interfered with England’s exportations of the like woollen goods ; and 
that this was agreed to by Ireland, in return for no lefs than L9, 000, 000 
fterling, expended by England in the redudion of Ireland at the revo- 
lution ; and to prevent their glutting England with their wool they 
were limited to eight f weflern ports for its importation. Such hard- 
fhips, according to that author, conftrained the Irifh to run their comb- 
ed wool into France, which the French mixed up with their own coarfer 
wool, whereby they were enabled, at a cheaper rate, to fupply many 
foreign markets with woollen goods formerly fupplied by England, 
The computations of moft of thofe who write on this fubjed, are, we 
apprehend, too extravagant, and particularly thofe of this author, to ob- 
tain univerfal credit ; for be ventures to affirm, ‘ that of 800,000 packs 
of wool, annually produced in Britain and-Ireland, France gets from us 
yearly, one way or other, 500,000 packs, whereby that nation gains an- 
nually above L8, 000, 000 llerling ; that not one third of our wool is 
manufadured at home ; for, befide what goes to France, -there is not a 
little run into Holland, Sweden, and elfewhere ; that whenever we 

He alfo fays nnoollen goodi ; but mfool only was permitted to be Imported from Ireland- 

f He fayiii only five- A* 
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liappen to be at variance with France, fo as to prevent a correfpond- 
eiice, the demand for our woollen goods at foreign markets has then 
proved fudden and great; that we have hands enow in Great Bri- 
tain to work up all our wool at home, fince in England alone, by an 
eftiraate of the parifli rates, in the year 1735 the poor amounted to 
1,400,000 perfons, of whom 300,000 were reckoned helplefs through 
age, &c. and orphans; but that the remaining 1,100,000 poor were 
all, in forne meafure, fit for labour. Lafily, that the only effedlual 
means to keep our wool at home would be to eftablifli a regiftry in 
every parifh of Great Britain and Ireland, of flock in hand, of wool, 
and of the dayly increafe or deereafe of the faid flock, by transferring 
the property from one to another, &c. 

Now, though all that is therein aflerted is not abfolut'ely to be reliedi 
on, and mofl of the writers on this very interefling fubjedt feem, in 
their computations, to have more or lefs overfhot the mark, fome from 
zeal, or perhaps private interefl, and others merely from ignorance and 
want of abilities, yet, it mufl be allowed, that a remedy for fo perni- 
cious a pradlice, as running great quantities of our wool into foreign 
parts, well known to be a reality, is very much wanted ; and that, whe- 
ther by a regiflry, as above mentioned, or by more flridt guard-floops 
on our coafls, or by both jointly, whoever fliall be fo happy as to point 
out an effedlual remedy for fo great an evil, will richly deferve a high- 
reward from the public *. 

1 697. — ^The ill-judged abortive fcheme of a land bank in England, al- 
ready defcribed, with the deficient funds for the annual fupplies ; the bad 
flate of the filver coin, more efpecially in the years 1695 and 1696, and 
the ill humours contradted thereby, and by difaffedlion to the govern- 
ment, had brought the infant bank of England into fuch difficulty and 
diftrefs, that their cafli notes were now at a difeount of 15 to 20 per 
cent, their credit being fo low as to be neceffitated to pay thofe notes 
only by 10 per cent once in a fortnight, and, at length, to pay only 3 
per cent on thofe notes once in three months. This diftrefs was occa- 
lioned by the bank having taken the clipped and diminifhed filver mo- 
ney at the legal or par value by tale, and guineas at 30/, for which they 
iffued their notes payable on demand, and not having received from 
the mint a fufficient quantity of the new filver coins to anfwer the dayly 
demands on them for their outflanding notes. The diredors were 
thereupon obliged to make two different calls, of 20 per cent each, on- 


^ Will there ever be any eifedua! oceans to pre- there arrived in the one port of Roterdam, nine- 
vent the Irldr from felling their wool to thofe who teen yeffek from Scotland with 982 great bags of 
are willing to give the bell price for it, except en- Englilhand Scottilh tvool ; and in the year 1698 
couraging them to manufadure it themfelves ? I fifteen vefiels from Scotland carried 98 1 bags to 
have fevcral accounts of Scottilh veffels carrying the fame port* Similar caufes inuft produce fimi-' 
whole cargoes of wool about this time to Holland,., lar effeds* - 
Sweden, &c% In the begirming of Odober 1697, ■. ■ 
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their members in the year 1696, and to ifTue bank fealed bills, at 6 per 
cent intereft, in exchange for bank calh notes ; and to advertife, for the 
conveniency of trade, whiift the filver was recoining, that any perfon 
might keep an account with the bank, and transfer any fura under L5, 
from his own to another man’s account ; which was getting into the 
method of the bank of Amfterdam ; yet, fuch was the diftrefs of the 
times, that, on the 6th of May 1697 bank advertifed in the gazette, 
for the defaulters of the laft call of 20 per cent, which fhould have been 
paid by the loth of November 1696, and alfo thofe indebted to the 
bank upon mortgages, pawns, notes, bills, or other fecurities, to pay in 
the :aid 20 per cent, and the principal and intereft of thofe fecurities, 
by the ift of June next. Even fo late as the 21ft of June 1697, we fee 
in a newfpaper, called the Poftman, the following paragraph, viTim 
‘ Bank notes were yefterday between 13 and 14 per cent difcount.’ 
Notwithftanding the great difficulties the bank had then to ftruggle 
with, in a few months after, by the recoinage being completed, and by 
the fecond, or engraft ment, fubfcription of the tallies, orders, and bank 
notes, to the amount of L5, 160, 459 ; 14 : g~, the credit of the bank 
was quite reftored, with the greateft applaufe to the condudors of it. 
After the parliament had fettled the funds for the enfuing year, and had 
provided for the deficient funds in the former and prefent year, they 
took the diftrefs of the bank into their deliberate confideration, and 
finally determined, that the capital ftock of the bank ffiould be increaf- 
ed by new fubferiptions, of four fifths in exchequer tallies and orders, 
and one fifth in their own bank notes, with an intereft of 8 per cent. 
And, for fecuring the payment of that intereft, an additional duty was 
laid on fait ; and the other duties were extended to a longer term, 8tc. 
in order to make up a general fund for paft deficiencies, now amount- 
ing to no lefs than L5, 160,549 • ^4 • 9 tj befides the current fervice of 
the year 1697. But, previous to their taking in the new fubferiptions, 
their old capital of Li, 200, 000 ffiould firft be made up to each mem- 
ber 100 per cent, and what remained of effeds or intereft over and 
above, ffiould be divided among their old members. The bank, after 
this new fubfcription, might ifiue an additional number of notes, equal 
to the total of the new fubfcription, provided always, that thofe notes 
be anfwered on demand, and that, in default of their fo doing, they 
ffiould be anfwered from the exchequer, out of the firft money due to 
the bank. The bank ffiould continue a corporation till one year’s 
notice after Auguft the ift in the year 1710; and no other bank 
ffiiould be allowed during their faid term. The bank ffiould not, at any 
one time whatever, owe more by bonds, notes, fealed bills, &c. than 
the total amount of all their increafed capital. The capital ftock of the 

bank ffiould henceforth be deemed a perfonal eftate. For the future, 

■ 3 . 







A. D. 1697. 689 

not above two thirds of the preceding year’s diredors iliould be capable 
of being re-eleded in the fucceeding year [8, 9 Gul III, 1 9.] 

D’Avenant, in his Difcourfes on the public revenues and trade of 
England, i, p. 265, 1698) juftly remarks, that it would be for the 
general good of trade if the bank of England were reftrained by law 
from allowing intereft for running calh, (as was the cafe at this time) ; 
for the eafe of having 3 or 4 per cent without trouble or hazard, muft 
be a continual bar to induftry. 

King William’s miniflry had flattered themfelves, from year to year, 
with the hope of a fpeedy peace. Many of the funds, therefor, upon 
the credit whereof money had, in different years, been granted by par- 
liament, had by this time been found, or fuflered to be, very deficient : 
the treafury gentlemen, though otherwife men of abilities, having, in 
fundry inftances of appropriating the duties, judged very wide of the 
true amount of thofe duties ; as . particularly might be inftanced wdth 
refpedf to glafs bottles, earthern ware, tobacco-pipe clay, See. The de- 
ficiencies of the funds were foon obfeiw^ed by the monied men, who were 
creditors of the public, andwhoalfo took advantage of the remotenefs of 
the courfes of payment of the tallies and orders charged on fome' other 
funds. This had, fince the revolution, given rife to a new tradeof dealing 
in government fecurities, very much to the damage of the public, as well 
as of thofe proprietors of the funds, who were obliged to part with 
them at the difeount of from 40 to 50 per cent. D’Avenant, in his 
Eiliiy upon loans, printed in 1710, juflly remarks of thofe melancholy 
times, ‘ that the government appeared like a diftreffed debtor, who 
‘ was dayly fqueezed to death by the exorbitant greedinefs of the .lender j 
‘ the citizens began to decline trade, and to turn ufurers ; foreign 
‘ commerce, attended with the hazards of war, had infinite difeourage- 
‘ ment ; and people in general drew home their effeds to embrace the 
‘ advantage of lending their naoney to the government.’ To prevent 
the ill effeds of this unhappy trade, a law was made to reftrain the 
number and ill pradices of brokers and flock-jobbers, which premifes, 
that fworn brokers were anti ently allowed in London for making bar- 
gains between merchants and traders for merchandize and bills of ex- 
change ; but, of late, divers fuch have carried on mofl unjuft pradices, 
in felling and difeounting tallies, bank flock, bank bills, ihares in joint 
flocks, &c. confederating themfelves together to raife or fall, from time 
to time, the value thereof, as may mofl fuit their own private intereft ; 
wdierefor, &c. they were now reftrained from ading without a licence 
from the lord mayor and court of aldermen. They were abb to take 
an oath of fidelity, to be limited to 100 in number, whofe names Ihould 
be written on the Rc^al exchange ; to incur a penalty of L200, if they 

^ The capital ilock of the bank was raiTed to L2,2GI,I7I : lo ; and the dividends were raiild 
from eight to nine per cent. '[^Allardppce'^ i AMreJs to the proj^meiors of the bank^ p. ^- 9 *] 
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dealt for themfdves in any mercliandize, or in thofe tallies, ftoeks, &G. ; 
to enter into an obligation for their faithful adings, and on failure, to 
forfeit L5 GO, 8rc, 

After this account of the ill fate of things, we fhali conclude the ac- 
connt of the engrafting ad by obferving, that the new fubfcribers to 
the bank were thereby to deliver up to the governor and company of 
the bank of England their tallies and orders, which were to be paid off 
in courfe The capital dock of the bank was thereby to be exempted 
from any tax. No contrad for fale of the bank dock was to be valid, 
unlefs regidered within feven days in the bank books, and adually 
transferred within fourteen daysf. No ad of the corporation, nor of 
its court of diredors, nor fub-committees thereof, fhould fubjed the 
particular fhare of any member to forfeiture. The fliares, hovvever,* 
were made fubjed to the payment of all the jud debts contraded by the 
corporation b By this ad it was made felony to counterfeit the com- 
mon feal of the bank, afExed to their fealed bills, or to alter or erafe 
any fum in, or any indorfement on, their fealed notes, figned by order 
of the governor and company, or to forge or counterfeit their bills or 
notes. ■ Members of this corporation were not to be liable to bankrupt- 
cy, merely by reafon of their bank dock, which dock, moreover, was 
not liable to foreign attachments. This is all that is efientially necef- 
fary to be recited from this long ad of parliament, fojudicioudy framed 
for redoring public credit. Two great points were effeded by it, viz. 
the exchequer tallies and orders were refeued from the dock-jobbing 
harpies by being engrafted into this company, as were alfo the bank 
notes, now cancelled, which had been at 20 per cent difeonnt, by reafon 
the government had been greatly deficient in their payments to the 
bank ; and a good intered was fecured for the proprietors of the in- 
creafed capital. 

This happy eiigraftment, together with the new diver coinage, re- 
dounded greatly to the credit of Mr. Montague, afterwards earl of Hali- 
fax. for, it is almod incredible, that in a few months after this provi- 
don for the national debt in arrear, the dock of the bank given to the 
proprietors of exchequer tallies, which before this engraftment had 
been at 40 to 50 per cent difeount, fliould be currently fold at 1 12 per 
cent. ‘ This fecond: bank fubfeription,’. (fays D’Avenant, in his lad 
quoted treatife) ‘ being founded upon parliamentary fecurity, for mak- 
‘ ing good the dedcient tallies, was formed by receiving' in thofe tallies 

^ They adually were paid oifF by annual divi- in them all, tilL after the year 1720, when the 
dends in a few years j and bank flock was there- want of it opened a field of unexampled villany 
by reduced to its original capital* ji, and deception* 

' f It bad been happy for hundreds of families, J This clattfe was with great propriety after- 
,if this falutary claufe had been continued in fuc-‘ wards extended to the other two great compa- 
cceding adts of parliament for this and all other nies. 
joint flocks.' But, as if defignedly, it waa omitted 



A. D. 1697. 691 

‘ at par, which coft the fubfcribers but 55 to 65 per cent ^ ; by which 
‘ the greatefl eftates were raifed in the leaft time, and the moft of them, 

‘ that had been known in any age, or in any part of the world.’ I have 
indeed often heard it faid by perfons who lived at this time, that one 
Angle fubfcriber alone (Sir Gilbert Heathcotej gained by that rife of 
the price above L6o,ooo. 

‘ During the recoinage of our filyer,’ (fays D’Avenant, in the fecond 
part of his Difcourfes on the public revenues and trade of England, p. i 6t) 

‘ all great dealings were tranfaded by tallies, bank bills, and goldfmiths 
‘ notes. Paper credit did not only fupply the place of running cafh, but 
‘ greatly multiplied the kingdom’s flock ; for tallies and bank bills did, 

‘ to many ufes, ferve as well, and to fome better, than gold and filver : 

and this artificial wealth, which neceffity had introduced, did make us 
‘ lefs feel the want of that real treafure, which the war, and our lofles 
‘ at fea, had drawn out of the nation.’ This able, but venal, author 
wrote in a very different flrain towards the clofe of the next reign. 

Thefe prudent meafures in England proved the great means of con- 
cluding, in September in the fame year, a treaty of peace between 
England and France, much wanted by both nations. In general, by 
article 7, niofl places, poflefTed by either party before the war broke 
5ut, were now flipulated to remain to them Some of the forts in Hud- 
fon’s bay were, however, thereby ceded to Fr-ance, as alfo thofe of Nova- 
Scotia, which we had taken from France in 1690 ; alfo that part of 
St. Chriftophers which we had taken from France in the fame year, 

1 690, was reftored to France ; King William’s then untoward aSairs not 
permitting him, at that time, to infifi: too ftrenuoufly on thofe matters, 
more efpecially as the main preliminary of this treaty v/as the acknow- 
legement of William as king of Great Britain and Ireland by Louis. 

The Dutch reftored to France Pondicherry in Eaft-India ; and, at the 
fame time, a feparate treaty of commerce and marine was concluded 
between them for twenty years. All that is memorable therein being, 
that the Dutch fhould enjoy the fame privileges, franchifes, &c“. in 
France, as Louis’s own fubjedls did, and that they might freely carry to 
Marfeilles, &c. the merchandize of the Levant, as well iii their own 
fhips as in French bottoms, without being liable to the 20 per cent on 
the Levant commerce ; hiving only in cafes where' the French them- 
felves were liable to pay it. The Dutch alfo might import pickled her-, 
rings without being liable to repacking. France alfo remitted to them 
the 50 fols per ton on foreigners fhips, excepting only when Dutch fliips 
carry French goods coaft-ways, from one port of France to another. 

To Spain France yielded what flie had taken in Catalonia, as alfo the 
city and province of Luxemburgh, with Chaiieroy, Aeth, Courtray, and 

^ He means focB a$ bonght tbeni at fo large a difcoimt, -tf* 
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Mens -y referving, however, many burghs and villages within thofe de- 
pendencies, under flight pretences. 

To the princes of the empire, France reftored Triers and Germerf- 
heim to the electors of Triers and Palatine; to Sweden, the duchy 
of Deuxponts ; to the bilhop of Liege, Dinant ; to the houfe of Wir» 
temberg, Mompelgard. But, on the other hand, the empire was oblig- 
ed to confirm forever to France the pofleflion of Strafbargh with its 
territory. To the emperor, however, France yielded up Friburg and 
the reft of the Brifgaw, and Philipfburg : to the duke of Lorrain France 
reftored his capital, Nancy, but difmantled and defencelefs ; and Louis 
ftill retained Saar-Louis, and alfo the road, or way, of half a league in 
breadth, through Lorrain to Alface, open for the French troops and 
armies. If Louis had no latent defign in thus yielding up-fo many im- 
portant places which he had conquered, men would have faid he acted 
moderately ; but his real view in this feeming moderation was to dif- 
arm and difunite the allies, that fo he might the more eafily feize on 
the Spanifh monarchy upon the death of their old and feeble king 
Charles II. 

A French fquadron of fliips, commanded by Pointis, this year took 
the famous town and forts of Carthagena in Spanifh America, and, by 
bis own account, he got eight millions of crowns thereby. Much mor6 
had been expected, but the people of fafhion and the religious of both 
fexes had before retired far into the country out of his reach, with 1 10 
mules laden with treafure. Pointis, fenfible that he could not hold Gar- 
thagena, left it, after demolifliing its forts. 

It was high time to put an end to the many privileged places to which 
debtors retired with the money and merchandize of their creditors, and, 
by combination in thofe recefles, fet all law and juftice at defiance ; no 
officers daring, without the hazard of their lives, to arreft any of thofe 
lawlefs debtors within thofe places, Wherefor, by a ftatute, the following 
pretended privileged places were fupprefTcd, viz. that in the Minories ; 
Salhhury court, Whitefriafs, Ram alley, and Mitre court, in Fleet 
ftreet-; Fulwood’s rents inHolburn; Baldwin’s gardefts in Gray’s-Inn 
lane ; the Savoy in the Strand ; Montague clofe, Deadman’s place, the 
Clink, and the Mint, in Southwark. • [8, 9 Gul III, c. 26.] Yet the 
Mint was fuffered to fpring' up' again in a more outrageous manner than 
ever, and was not finally fuppreffed till the reign of King George I. It 
was a fad fhame, that fuch lawlefs people fliould have been fo long toler- 
ated or connived at. 

Burlington bay on the coaft of Yorkfhire being a fafe road, and the 
haven and pier of Burlington (alias Bridlington) being conveniently fi- 
tu^tfed fox fupplying neceflaries, and alfo for a retreat from ftorms or 
enemies, it was judged a national benefit to lay a duty of one farthing 
pel ehaldror^ oaAll coals coming from Newcaflle and its members foutli- 



ward, for repairing and rebuilding that pier, which had been thrown 
down by a ftorm in the year 1(396. [8, 9 Gul. Ill, c. 28.] 

This year the iiik-weavers of London were extremely outrageous and 
tumultuous, on pretence of the great quantities of hlks, calicoes, and 
other Indian manufaflures, imported by the Eaft-India company, and 
worn by all forts of people. They even carried their violence fo far as 
to attempt feizing the treafure at the Eaft-India houfe, and had almoft 
fucceeded in it, but were in the end reduced to order. Yet much cla- 
mour was ftill raifed, both in pamphlets and converfation, againft the 
company, who in their defence engaged the famous Dr. D’Avenant to 
write a laboured and ingenious effay on the Eaft-India trade. He was 
anfwered by Mr, Polexien, an eminent merchant, who this year pub- 
iiflied his able performance, intitled, England and Eaft-India inconfift- 
ent in their manufatftures, which, with refpedto the real matter of fadl, 
as well as its popularity, had greatly the advantage over his venal, though 
able, opponent. 

Notwithftanding the reftitutions which France had obtained by the 
treaty of Ryfwick, yet her foreign trade feemed ftill to languifli. Hol- 
land reaped much more benefit by her trade with France, than England 
did or could. The later had been accuftomed before the war to fend 
great fums of money to France for wine, brandy, paper, ftufts, linen, 
hats, ftlks, and many other things, over and above the merchandize they 
carried thither from England, whereby the balance was always greatly 
in favour of France. But the French commiflary, now fen t over to 
England for a treaty of commerce between the two nations, found in- 
furmountable difficulties in his commiffion, not only on account of the 
high duties laid by England on French goods, which duties were appro- 
priated tO' fundry ufes, but likewife becaufe the Englifh, during the late 
long war, had learned to be without the merchandize of France, by fup- 
plying themfelves moftly with the' wines of Italy, Spain, and Portugal, 
and with the linens of Holland and Silefia. The f'rench refugees fettled 
in England now alfo fupplied them -with paper, ftuffs, filks, and hats, 
made at home. France, moreover, on the other hand, not relaxing any 
of her high impofts on Englifh manufadures, &c. which in effed amount- 
ed to a prohibition of them, it was not therefor poffible for France and 
England to conclude any tarif or treaty of commerce together which 
could be advantageous to the later, and therefor laone was made. 

1698. — Neverthelefs, the foreign commerce and public credit of 
England foon revived, and the bills or notes of the bank got up to 
par. The difcount on the remaining tallies was become moderate, and 
the adions or prices of the ftocks of other Englifh companies were be- 
come more promifing. • 

Yet the complaints againft the Eaft-India company’s proceedings, to=- 
gether with their great lofles of fhips and rich cargoes during the war,. 
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which had prevented them from making any dividends for fundry pre- 
ceding years, had by this time occalioned a general diflike in the people 
againft the company. This broke out more plainly in the fpring of 
1698, when the houfe of commons again took the ftate of the com- 
pany’s trade into their ferious confideration, even though it had three 
years before appeared to be fo delicate an affair, that it had been refer- ' 

red by the parliament to the king and council, who fcnt it back again 
to the parliament, who after all did nothing material in the main com- 
plaints relating to it. The company therefor thought it now prudent 
to make a propofal to parliament, that they would advance L700, 000 
for the public fervice at 4 per cent intereft, provided the exclufive trade 
to India might be legally fettled on them. But while the houfe of com- 
mons feemingly liflened to this propofal, a number of merchants, head- 
ed by Mr. Samuel Shepherd, and countenanced by Mr. Montague, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, offered to advance two millions of money at 8 
per cent intereft, provided they might have the foie exclufive trade to 
India fettled on them ; yet fhe fubfcribers not to be obliged to trade in' 
one joint ftock, unlefs they fbould afterwards defire to be incorporated, 
in which cafe a charter fiiould be granted to them. This laft propofal 
was beft relilhed, and therefor a bill was accordingly brought into par- 
liament. Againft this the company’s counfel in both houfes of parlia- 
ment pleaded their feverai exclufive charters, which, amongft other 
great privileges, ftiied them lords-proprietors of Bombay and St. He- 
lena. They fet forth, that the company had adually acquired, at their 
own foie expenfe, revenues at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and 
Bombay, as well as in Perfia and elfewhere, to the amount of about 
L44 ,oco per annum, arifing from cuftoms and licences for felling wane, 
for findings, for farms of tobacco and betle ; for quit-rents, houfe-rents, 
and garden-rents, to the natives ; pafles for country ftiips ; tonnage, an- 
chorage, falvage, 8cc. ; all which were conftantly increafing ; alfo a large 
extent of lands in the refpedive places. That they had alfo ereded forts 
and fettlements, and had procured territories in the ifland of Sumatra 
and on the coaft of Malabar, without which the pepper trade muft have 
been entirely loft to England. That they had a ftrong fort in the king- 
dom of Bengal, and alfo many fadories, buildings,- and fettlements, in 
divers other parts ; having j- purchafed of the Indian princes, 

at high rates, many privileges -and immunities; all which they were 
encouraged to do out of a firm belief, that their rights and inheritances 
would on all occafions be dbjecls of the nation’s care *. That fince this 
bill was brought in, the company agreed to fubmit their prefent ftock 
to a valuation of 50 per cent, viz. 20 per cent for their dead ftock, (i. e. 

‘ . . ‘ • • 

riiis account of . the various emolunaents of the company in India is very inftruflive, as it explains 
the nature, of them, and (hews that they were nearly the fame as tliofe of the prefent companv arc 
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their forts, fadories, lands, See.) and 50 per cent for their quick flock, 
which they were content. even to warrant at that rate. And upon thefe 
terms the eompjyiy likewife offered to open fubferiptions for two mil- 
lions. To all this the counfel for the new fubferibers replied, that the 
old company, (for fo we muft now begin to call them) in reciting their 
charters, had forgot to mention the provifos therein, viz. that the kings 
of ‘England, who granted them, referved a diferetionary power to make 
them void on three years warning. , That the king, folely by his char- 
ter, could not grant the trade exclufive of all others, as being diredfly 
contrary to politive laws : neither had the prefent king, in fad, granted 
any fuch exclufive right. That feveral recoveries had been made at law' 
againft the company for profecuting fuch pretended right. That the 
king's meflage to the houfe of commons in 1692 plainly fignified, that 
the concurrence of parliament was requifite for making a complete and 
ufeful fettlement of this trade *. That, when they mentioned the refo- 
lution of the houfe of commons in 1691, they omitted their other refo- 
lution, viz. that it was lawful for all perfons to trade to the Eaft-Indies, 
unlefs reftrained by ad of parliament. That the patents for fome trades 
with joint flocks, while the trades for which they were granted were in 
their infancy, have been permitted, for the fake of fettling a trade, and 
till the firfl adventurers had reaped fome reafonable compenfation for 
their expenfe and ri/k ; yet afterwards, when fuch trades have grown 
confiderable, the wifdom of the nation has always, or generally, judged 
it fitting to open a way for the kingdom to receive a general benefit 
therefrom f . That it never was efteemed a breach of public faith, nor 
a derogation from the credit of the great feal, or from the honour of 
our kings, to have their patents annulled by parliament, when it ap- 
peared that fuch grants were either unprofitable or contrary to the 
common rights of the fubjed: neither did any kings think themfelves 
bound in honour or coiifcience to refufe palling an ad of parliament 
for the annulling of fuch grants. That, moreover, kings having often 
been deceived in fuch grants, they have even been frequently annulled 
by the ordinary courfe of latv. 

It was, on the other hand, again farther replied and urged, in behalf 
of the old company, that the property of many families, widows, and 
orphans, was greatly affeded by this bill, which, moreover, makes nO' 
provifion for a determined flock ; infomuch, that it may hereafter hap- 
pen, that the trade may be loft to the nation for want of a fufficient ca- 
pital to carry it on ; it appearing by thirty years experience, that it re- 
quires at ieaft L6oo,ooq every year to carry on this trade to its utmoft.. 

^ Here they expatiated on the bribery and arguments againfi: the old company, were at this' 

indired proceedings of the compauyJn the years very time alking for, and 'afterwards obtaineds aa „ 
i^g2 — f695* exclufive trade to India. 

f Yet the very fame people, who now ufed .thefe. 
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That even during the three years to michaelmas 1701, the new fub- 
ibribers are, by this bill, permitted to trade as well as the company, 
which is contrary to the charters, and will create great, confufion, and 
render theTaid three years trade allowed the old company of no benefit, 
'becaufe they are ftill bound to export to the value of Li 00,000 annual- 
ly in our own manufadures, while the new fubfcribers are under no 
fuch obligation. The old company are, moreover, obliged to pay taxes, 
and to keep up forts, fadories, &c. while the new fubfcribers are to 
have an equal benefit of the trade, without either. That fince the laft 
new fubfcription in 1693, the company have loft, either by accidents 
or by the calamities of - war, twelve great (hips, which, with their car- 
goes, would have fold here for near Li ,500,000. And yet, notwith- 
ftanding fuch Ioffes, they have paid in cuftoms fince that period 
L295 ,ooo, befide L85,ooo in taxes. That, moreover, they fupplied the 
king in Holland, on a prefling occafion, with 6000 barrels of gunpowder, 
and had likewife, at a time of great extremity, fubfcribed L8o,ooo for 
circulating exchequer bills at the inftances of the treafury. And that, 
in fhort, many hundred families have their whole fortunes depending 
in the flock of the prefent company, who muft be utterly ruined, if this 
bill take ejBfed. 

In the foregoing debates there are to be found a great many material 
articles relating to the hiftory and condud of the old Eaft-India com- 
pany, and to the nature and legality of exclufive charters, unfupported 
by parliamentary authority ; we could not therefor avoid fomewhat en- 
larging thereon, and fhall only fubjoin what was, on this occafion, far- 
ther alleged againft the old company, viz. that the new fubfcribers to 
that company’s flock in the year i bps were deluded into it by the char- 
ter then obtained by indired means, and by the hopes of an ad of par- 
liament to confirm it, and by the old proprietors having valued their 
flock at L75 o,ooo, whereby they fhared L375',ooo of the new fubfcrib- 
ers money amongft themfelves ; and as they had warning fufficient, by 
the tranfadions before the king and council, nobody was anfwerable for 
their iofs but themfelves. ■* 

Thefe reafons weighing, or feeming to weigh, with the parliament, 
and fome of the leatfcrs riie old company being moreover faid to 
have been fufpeded of difeflfedion. to . Aite,' or,* perhaps principal- 
ly, becaufe the new fubfcribers were thetlavotwites of the miniftry, an 
ad of parliament was pafTed for railing a fum not exceeding two mil- 
lions, upon a fund for payment of annuities after the rate of 8 per cent- 
per annum, and for fettling the trade to the Eaft-Indies. The fubflance 
thereof, as far as relates to thk fubjed, isj-'^hat the king might appoint 
commiflioners for taking fubfcriptions from any perfons or corporations, 
the h^lt of England except©i|- for raifing two mfflions, from and after 
michaelmas 1698, the entire incereft being Li6o>o©® per annum, arifing 
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from the duty on fait, and certain additional duties on ftamped 
parchment and paper. The new fubfcribers to be called the general 
fociety of traders to the Eaft-Indies. They were empowered to trade 
either diredliy themfelves, or to licence others in their dead ; but fo as 
not to trade annually for more than the amount of their refpedtive fhares 
or flock. Yet the king might, by his charter, incorporate the fub- 
fcribers into one body-politic *, with perpetual fucceffion, &c. and the 
nfual powers ; till when the fubfcribers were to eledl out of their body 
24 truftees. Corporations having fhares herein might trade in propor- 
tion to their fhares f . Neither this general fociety, nor any company 
that may be eftablifhed in purfuance of this adl, fhall borrow or give 
fecurity for any fum on the credit of the funds by this adt granted. 
Neither fhall they borrow, owe, or give fecurity for, any other or great- 
er fums than fhall be employed in their trade, and which likewife fliali 
be borrowed only on their common feal, and not repayable in lefs than 
fix months. Neither fhall they difcount any bills of exchange, or other 
bills or notes, nor keep books or cafli for any perfons whatever, other 
than their own corporation f. Five per cent additional duty, rated on 
the value, from michaelmas 1698, is hereby laid on all India goods im- 
ported, to be paid to the general fociety, or to fuch company or com- 
panies as may be eredted, for maintaining ambafladors, and other extra- 
ordinary expenfes, the overplus whereof to be difpofed of for the bene- 
fit of all the members. Upon three years notice, after michaelmas 171 1, 
and repayment by parliament of the faid two millions, then all the du- 
ties, privileges, &c. fhall ceafe §. Provided, however, that the prefent 
Eaft-lndia company may alfo trade to India until michaelmas lyor. 
The feparate traders, called formerly interlopers, already gone out, may 
fafely return. All future fales of India goods fliall be made openly by 
inch of candle, on pain of forfeiting half to the king and half to the 
informer ji. The prefent company fhall pay their juft debts. No fo- 
ciety, to be erecled in purfuance of this adl, fhall owe at any one time 
more than the value of their capital flock undivided; and if, by any 
di'i idcnds, their debts at any time fnall exceed the amount of their ca- 
pital flock, the refpedivc members fhall be liable for the fame, fo far 
us the fhares they received upon fuch dividends fhall extend, befide cofts 
of fuir. [9, 10 Gill. 11 G c. 44.] 

On occafion of this contention between the two companies, it was 
alleged by many at this time, againft any exclufive trade, that an open 
trade, though with lei's profit, would be more beneficial to the nation, 

Tins was the intention froni'tlie fifftk § The term was extcncied to.e 5th March, 1726, 

f TIfis lecms pLdnly ck-%nul to favour what witli three }Tar3 notice. [yA'? 6/ 17.]^ vA 
prekntly after fdi out in behalf of the pM cum- |1 This was to obviate tlie complaint of claii- 
pmjv. yL deiiine Tales, faid to have been made by the con- 

( Tht'ie clnufcs were intended to 'prevent eii- iiivance of, or for the benefit of, the' diVctflors. 
t io:.ichin« on t lie province of the bank. - 
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and lefs difturb our own maniifadlures. That it is better for the king- 
dom, for inftance, that L300 be employed at ro per cent profit, than 
that but Lioo be employed at L20 profit. That wonderful things are 
laid of the gains by trade in Sir Thomas Grefliam’s time, when for 
every Li 00 employed in trade, it was returned again at the end of the 
year, with 200 or L300 more of profit, divided between the cuftoms of 
the crown and the merchants ; though at this time, perhaps 20 or 30 
per cent is all that is fo divided ; but then, for every L 100 then employ- 
ed, there is probably Lioco now employed in commerce: and confe- 
quentiy, for every Lioo fo gained ha thofe tithes, there is at leafl 
Liooo gained in our days. Thus, when the African or Guinea trade 
was laid open on paying i o per cent to the company, if, from that 
time ten fhips were employed in it for every one that had been em- 
ployed by that company ; if, in the open trade, thefe ten fhips on 
Liooo could divide 30 per cent between themfelves and the cuftoms, 
■» and the' company’s one fhip before divided Lioo between them and the 
cuftoms, yet the ten fhips are much more beneficial to the nation, be- 
caufe they employ ten times as many perfons, and carry out ten times 
as many manufa^ures, as the company’s one fhip did. This is a very 
important remark for the confideration of legiflators. 

After fo long and fo expenfive a war, but juft ended, wherein alfo 
there had been very great Ioffes by captures of fo many of our rich 
merchant fhips, it gave foreign nations a high idea of the wealth and 
grandeur of England, to fee two millions fterling money fubferibed 
for in three days time : and had the books been kept open longer, there 
vrere perfons ready to have fubferibed as much more: for though higher 
proofs have fince appeared of the great riches of the nation, becaufe 
our wealth is very vifibly and much increafed fince that time^ yet till 
then there had never been fo illuftrious an inftance of England’s opu- 
lence. This, however, was undoubtedly owing in a great meafure to 
the legal eftablifhnient of our free conftitution by the acceflion of King 
William and Queen Mary to the throne, whereby a firm confidence in 
the public faith was eftabiifhed on a folid bafis. For before this moft 
happy and folid fettlement of our conftitution, whereby the precife li- 
mits of the royal prerogative, as well as of the fubjedl’s rights, were af- 
certained, and abfolutely eftabiifhed, by the ever-memorable law, named 
the Declaration of rights, the crown, in fpite of the old Magna charta, 
and the law of King James I againft monopolies in 1624, &c. conftant- 
ly pretended to the right of granting exclufive privileges and charters,, 
though, neverthelefs, frequently and ftrenuoufly oppofed, and fome- 
times fuccefsfully, by upright judges and juries. Yet, till this glorious 
epocha of liberty, the Eaft-India, African, and Hudfon’s-bay, compa- 
nies, with joint flocks, as well as the regulated companies, as they are 
ufually called, trading without a, common- flock, viz. the merchant-ad- 



venturers, Turkey, and Eaftland, companies, though none of them were 
legally eftabliflied by ad of parliament, (as the Ruffia company was by 
the, 8th of Queen Elizabeth) all of them, neverthelefs, prefumed fo far 
upon their royal charters, as to give great dillurbance to, and often to- 
tally to obftrud, the feparate and independent traders, whom they 
thought fit to ftigmatize with the opprobrious appellation of interlopers. 
This therefor was, properly, the firft legally-exclufive mercantile com- 
pany of England with a joint flock. Neceffity, however, was the main 
inducement with the government to pafs this law, 8 per cent being, in 
thofe times of difficulty, reckoned but a moderate interefl; tallies, &c. 
being ftill at a confiderable difcount, though they foon after got up to 
par. 

This law, then, having empowered the king to incorporate all the. 
fubfcribers into one exclufive community, named the general fociety 
trading to the Eafl-Tndies, their charter was dated on the 3d of Sep- 
tember, 1698 ; and on the 5th of that month, he incorporated them 
as one joirtt-flock exclufive company, and their fucceflbrs, by the name 
of the Etiglijh company trading to the Eq/i-Indies, with the cuftomary 
privileges of having a common feal, of making bye laws, of fuing and 
being fued, of-purchafing an undetermined quantity of lands, &c. And 
with this remarkable claufe, (which proved the means of afterwards 
uniting the old and new Eafl-India companies) viz. that all corporations 
and perfons who fhould derive any right or title from any of the faid 
fubfcribers, or their fucceflbrs, fhould be efleemed members of this 
new company, and be received and admitted as fuch, gratis. That this 
company might augment their capital flock. That members, at their 
admiffion, fhould take an oath of fidelity to the flock-company, and 
ihould not trade to India on their private account. L500 to entitle 
them to one vote in general courts, and none to have more than one 
vote. That this new company might eflabliflr the fame courts of judi- 
cature as the old company had power to do by King James II’s charter ; 
fhould maintain a minifter and fchoolmafter at St. Helena, and in every 
fort and fuperior fadory ; as alfo a chaplain in every fhip of 500 tons 
and upwards. That one tenth part of their whole annual exports to 
India fnould be in Englifh product and manufactures . 

No fooner was this new company eroded, than great and obvious dif- 
ficulties and objedions were flatted againfl their proceeding to trade 
during the three years remaining to the old company, who were in pof- 
Icffion of the forts and of the privileges granted in India by the moguls, 
&c. And even though the new company fhould wait till michaelrnas 
1701, when they would have the exclufive trade, the old one was, ne- 
verthelefs, flill at liberty to difpofe of their forts, fettlements, fadories, 

The reft of it !s immaterial,, or elfe a repetition, of what is already mciiticncd. 'A. 
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&c. at their own price, as not being reftrained by the adi of parliament 
from felling them even to foreigners Nor were they by this ad ab- 
folntely difiblved at the end of the three years, feeing their e flat e is 
thereby made liable to pay all their debts, which could not be effected 
within the limits of tliofe three years. Moreover, the old company had 
artfully fiibfcribed L3i5,ooo into the new flock in the name of Mr. 
John Dubois, their treafurer, whereby they were poflefled of above one 
leventh part of the whole new capital of two millions. To confirm 
which polTelGon, they obtained an ad of the nest fellion of parliament, 
importing, that, in confideration of the old company having direded 
Mr. Dubois to fubfcribe the faid fum in trufl for them, they lliould 
continue a corporation, fubjed, neverthelefs, to be determined upon 
redemption of the fund aforefaid-: which, being deemed a private ad“ 
is not printed in the flatute-book. It is i'ntitled, an Ad for continu- 
ing the old company, (called the governor and company of merchants 
of London trading to the Eaft-Indies) a corporation till the redemption 
of the faid two millions. 

In all this very material affair, there certainly ivas a ftrange jumble 
of ineonfiflencies, coniradidions, and difficulties, not eafily to be ac- 
counted for in the condud of men of judgement, unlefs they were pur- 
pofely fo intended for the fervice of the old company. - For it occafion- 
ed a world of trouble afterwards to the new company, as will be feen, 
as far as is needful, in its proper place. And indeed the miniflry were 
.feverely handled in fundry virulent pamphlets of that time. As, iff, 
that three years before one company could be difiblved, a new company 
fhould be efiablilhed, with power to commence an immediate trade 
where they had no juft right till three years after. 2dly, to fufer the 
old company to fubfcribe fo confiderable a part of the new capital, 
whereby they were enabled to trade feparately from the new one, which 
was in effed; efiablifhing two rival companies at once, befides the fepa- 
rate traders, who fiiil continued to act by themfelves. 3dly, after the 
old company’s three years fliould be expired, of what ufe could their 
forts, fadories, lands, buildings, &c. be to them. Thefe, and other 
difficulties and abfurdities, might be enlarged on, were it necefilny, af- 
ter dwelling fo long on this matter already. A coalition, therefor, of 
thofe two companies feemed to be the only effedual expedient. For 
fuch was, at this time, the force of party in a matter, which, one would 
think, fltonld be of no party, that thofe two companies had divided al- 
moft the whole kingdom into the two oppofite parties, of the old and 
new companies, the former generally favoured by the tory party, and 
the new one by the whigs.. And in this condition we will leave them 
for a little while, for the fake of the chronological order of our hif- 
tory. 

^ A- moft unaccountable mifliike, if uot rather, iatentionally done. ' 
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It was about this time that the king of France made his greateft ef- 
forts for fea-dominion, or a fuperior naval flrength : and it cannot be 
deiried, that he took very wife meafures for that end. He erected aca- 
demies for mathematical lludies, and for making expert engineers, bom-- 
bardiers, fhip-builders, and navigators ; and he divided all his fea-coafls 
into departments, ot^er which he placed proper intendants, who kept 
exadl lifts of ail feafaring people, obliging them by turns to ferve in the 
royal navy for a limited term of years. By fuch meafures, he appeared 
quickly on the Ocean with a formidable navy, whereby for a while he 
bade defiance to both the antient maritime powers. Yet in the end he 
was effectually convinced, that they had -ftill an advantage over him on 
the watery element, after he had contrafted an immenfe debt on that 
fcore : and that, as all monarchies, as well as individuals, have certain 
limits in point of power and expenfe, he muft either quit his new pro- 
ject of giving law on the Ocean, or elfe abandon his grand projects of 
conquelts on the land by his vail; armies. The later he could not think 
of giving up, and therefor he was forced to drop the former. So that, 
towards the clofe of his reign, his navy wns permitted to decline very 
much : yet his fuccellbr has fince attempted both again, with as little 
or lefs reafon, and even with much lefs fucdefs, all things being duely 
confidered. 

This year Louis XIV erected a new exclufive company for 50 years, 
named the royal company of St. Domingo, not only for the great ifland 
of Hifpaniola, (the weft end of which he had feizedon and planted, 
though never as yet yielded to him by Spain in any treaty) but for all 
the other Weft-India iflands he laid claim to. This grant was confirm- 
ed in 1716. 

Tlic luftring company now obtained an act of parliament, the pre- 
amble of which lets forth, that the company have, with great labour 
and charge, brought that manutacture to perfeclion ; but that, by reafon 
of the fraudulent importation of foreign alamodes and luftrings, they 
liavc not enjciyed tlie benefit intended them by the royal charter, but 
liave wafted their time and ftock in contending with many difficulties 
and obftructions. .rind it now appearing that the raanufaffure cannot 
be conducted, and fee u red to England, by any other means than by 
eftabliihing exciuuve company lor the fame, it was enaded, that the 
fuid co;npany be a perpetual corporation, with the ufual powers, &c. 
of a body-politic, as in their charter, and that tliey enjoy the foie ufe, 
exercife, and benefit of making, drefling, and luftrating, plain black 
alamodes, renforcez, and luftrings, in England and Wales, for fourteen 
years. [9, 10 Gul. Ill, c. 43.] But the fafliion changed; new fabrications 
drove out thofe pretty and glofly filks ; and the company ran out their 
ftock, and were quite broke up before the expiration of their exclufive 
term, which therefor was not renewed. 
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The Dutch Eaft-India company’s charter of privileges was this year 
renewed by the ftates-general for 40 years ; which gave that company 
great encouragement and weight for carrying on their commerce to 
India. 

The Englilli feparate traders to Guinea and other parts of the weft 
coaft of Africa, called interlopers by the royal African company.having 
a great advantage over that company by being at no part of the ex- 
penfe of forts, governors, factors, and other fervants, on that coaft, had 
by this time fo far fupplanted them in the negro trade, that they were 
rendered unable any longer to fupport their forts, &c. without the aid 
of the legiflature. An acft of parliament was therefor palled in their 
behalf ; the preamble whereof fets forth, that as thofe forts and caftles, 
which are undoubtedly neceflary for the protedhon of that trade, have 
hitherto been maintained at the foie expenfe of the company, it is moft 
reafonable, that all who trade to that coaft fliould contribute to the 
fupport of them: wherefor, it was enabled, that, for enabling the com- 
pany to fupport and maintain the faid forts and fadlories, all the king’s 
fubjedts, as well of England, as America, trading to the coaft of Africa 
between Cape Mount and the Cape of Good Hope, as well as the faid 
company, ftiould pay 10 per cent ad ’valore 7 n for all the goods and mer- 
chandize, which they fhould export to that coaft, either from England or 
from America. They fhould pay alike 10 per cent outward, and alfo 
10 per cent homeward, on all goods Chipped from or to England or 
America, to and from any part of that coaft between Cape Blanco and 
Cape Mount, (but redwood fhould only pay 5 per cent) negroes except- 
ed. Gold and filver brought from any part of that coaft fhould pay no 
duty at all, but might be freely landed withoutcntry. And feparate traders 
(now no longer to be called interlopers) fhould enjoy ec^al protedlion 
and afliftance at thofe forts with the company’s own Chips and people ; 
and they might even, at their own coft, fettle factories and do all otlier 
matters there which the company might do. [9, 10 Gul. Ill, c. 26.] 

Thus a trade, which had before been virtually open, was now made 
legally fo; and, at that time, in every one’s judgement, much to the be- 
nefit of the nation, more efpecially with relation to the commerce to 
our fugar colonies : for it was confelled by all, that the feparate traders 
had confiderably reduced.the price of negroes to our fugar-planters ; 
and, confequently, had fo far the better enabled them to underfell 
our rivals. Yet we fliall hereafter fee, that the provifion made by this 
law, which was to endure for yhirteen years. Could not effedually fup- 
port the royal African company, who had the management of this 
duty, which, in the end, was abfolutely reduced to nothing. 

In the meantime, the company proceeded to trade on their own bot- 
tom, by borrowing money by their fealed bonds; and made calls on 
their members to the amount of Li 80,000 by way of additional ftock, 
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in hopes to find the parliament fooner or later inclinable to grant them 
an exclufive trade ; for which end they petitioned Queen Anne, in the 
year 1707, though without effed. 

London at this time abounded with new projeds and fchemes, pro- 
mifing mountains of gold : there were alfo fundry rational new projeds 
introduced, moflly by the French proteftant refugees ; the chief of thofe 
projedors was one Dupin, who was inftrumental in advancing the ma- 
nufadures of fine linen, thread, tapes, lace, &c. and of fine white writ- 
ing paper. He pretended, that the court of France was fo much alarm- 
ed at his firfi; fetting on foot the paper manufadure, that Barillon, the 
French ambaflador at London, obftruded it to his utmoft, and enticed, 
the chief of our workmen into France, from the paper mills in England. 
But with refped to the linen manufadure, more efpecially in the fouth 
parts of England, it is probable it will never prove very fuccefsful ; 
neither, perhaps, is it for England’s benefit that it fhould fucceed there, 
fince it might not a little interfere with our antient and noble woollen 
manufadures, and alfo with the filk> and Heel ones, by diverting our 
workmen therefrom ; fince, in the opinion of many, the fowing of much 
flax in England, and the negled of the woollen manufadure,. which 
would inevitably follow, might probably lower the price of lands ; as, 
obfervers fay, it requires about twenty acres of land to breed wool for 
fetting on wmrk the fame number of hands which one acre of flax would 
employ ; and yet, in the end, the woollen manufadure will be found to 
employ by far the greateft number of hands, and yield the mofl; profit 
to the public, as well as to the manufadurers. That even in the linen 
manufadures of Holland, the Dutch have only the eafieffc and moft pro- 
fitable part thereof, viz, the weaving aird whitening of it; for it is faid, 
that moft of the yarn is fpun in Germany, Pruflia, &c. where the’ 
people, being poor, can fpin cheaper than the people of Holland or 
England can do. But in countries where labour and lands are cheap, 
as in Scotland and Ireland, the linen manufedure has been found to be 
profitable to the community. The farther planting of the new colonies 
in America, with fuch projeds at home as infurance offices, faltpetre 
works, copper-mines, penny-poft projed, and many more, were now 
much in vogue : ‘ fo have 1 feen,’ fays the author of an Eflay on pro- 
jeds, printed in the preceding year, ‘ ffiares of joint-ftocks, and other 
‘ undertakings, blown up by the air of great words, and the name of 
‘ fome man of credit concerned, to perhaps Li 00 for one five hundredth 
* part or fhare, and yet at laft dwindle to nothing.’ Writers about this- 
time complain heavily, ‘ that the Royal exchange of London was crowd- 
‘ ed with projeds, wagers, fairy companies of new manufadures and in- 
‘ ventions, flock-] obbers, &c. fo that very foon after this time, the 
.*• tranfading of this airy trade of jobbing was jiiftly removed from offi 
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‘ the Royal exchange into the place called Exchange-alley, where it is 

ilill carried on 

This year the houfe of peers addrefied King William to difcoiirage 
the woollen manufadures of Ireland, the increafe of which had given 
nmbrage to the people of England: and to -encourage the linen manu- 
fadure of that kingdom, purfuant to an ad of parliament in 1696, al- 
ready mentioned ; which has lince been brought to great perfedion in 
that kingdom. The houfe of commons likewife addrefled the king to 
induce the people of Ireland to cultivate the joint intereil of both king- 
doms ; and that, as Ireland is dependent on, and proteded by, England, 
the Irifh would be content to apply themfelves to the linen manufadure; 
whereby they would enrich themfelves and be beneficial to England at 
the fame time ; both which points have fince been effeded in a great 
meafure. 

The French now began a fettiement at the mouth of the river Miffi- 
fippi in the Spanifh province of Florida ’f fince grown up to be a confi- 
derable French colony. Their main intention herein, as has fince 
plainly appeared, being to open a communication from thence to their 
colony of Canada, thereby to hem in the Englifli colonies, fo as to en- 
grofs the whole Indian trade to themfelves. 

Before we leave this year, it may not be amifs to take notice of what 
D’Avenant has remarked concerning the increafe of the people of Eng- 
land, in the fecond part of his Difcourfes on the public revenues and 
trade of England, (publifhed in thisyear,^. 196, odavo) viz, ^ that there 
‘ are almofi; undeniable reafons to be drawn from political arithmetic, 
‘ that, fince the year 1600, we are increafed in number of inhabitants 
‘ about 900,000, which could not be, if the plantations were fuch a 
‘ drain of the people, as is injurious to the commonwealth.* 

We cannot forget two good ftatutes of this feifion for the benefit of in- 
land commerce. The firfl was for determining differences by arbitration, 
whereby merchants, traders, and others, defiring to end any controverfy 
(for which there is no .other remedy but by perfonal adion or fuit in 
equity) by arbitration, might agree the fubmiflion of their fuit to the 
award of any perfon or perfons, which fhould be made a rule of any 
court of record j by which agreement, fo made and inferted in their 
fubmiilion, the parties .fhould be finally condluded by fuch arbitration. 

The other, for the better payment of inland bills of exchange, enads, 
that all bills of exchange, drawn in England, for L5, or upward, to any 
other place in England, and payable at a certain number of days, weeks, 
or months, after date, fhall, after prefentation and acceptance, which ac- 

^ Change-alley tbe tra^e m government funds hm agab remowd to a bmMbg, trc&ei hv a 
fubfcription among the hock-brokers, called the hock-exchange: and a great part of k is alfo tranfact- 
ed in the bank. IpL 



ceptance fhall be by under-writing the fame under the party’s hand fo 
accepting. And after the expiration of three days after the bill fhall 
become due, the party to whom the bill is made payable, his fervant, 
agent, or affigns, may, and fhall caufe the bill to be protefled by a notary 
public, or any other fubflantial perfon of the city, town, or place, in the 
prefence of two or more credible witnefles, refufal or negledl being firfl 
made of due payment, which protefl fhall be made and written under 

a fair-written copy of the faidbill, fignifying, that I, A. B. on the 

day of , at the ufual place of abode of thefaid C. D. have demand- 

ed payment of the bill of which this is a copy ; which the faid C. D. did 
not pay : wherefor I the faid A. B. do hereby protefl the faid bill. Dated 

at this day of . Which protefl fhall, within fourteen days after, 

be fent, or otherwife due notice fhall be given thereof, to the party from 
whom the bill was received, and who, upon producing fuch protefl, fhall 
repay the bill, together with interefl and charges : and, on default of 
fuch protefl, (for which 6 d only fhall be paid) or due notice, the perfon fo 
failing fliall be liable to all cofls, damages, and interefl, acruing there- 
by : provided, that if any fuch bill be lofl or mifcarried within the time 
limited for payment, the drawer fhall be obliged to give another bill j 
the perfon to whom it is fent giving fecurity, if demanded, to the drawer, 
to indemnify him, in cafe the lofl bill fhall be found again, [o, lo 
GuL III, c. 17.] . 

Private and fallacious lotteries were at this time become general, not 
only in London, but in mofl other great cities and towns of England, 
whereby the lower people, and the fervants and children of good families, 
were defrauded : an a<^ of parliament was therefor palled, for fupprefs- 
ing fuch lotteries ; even though they might be fet up under colour of 
patents or grants under the great feal, fuch grants or patents, againfl the 
common good, welfare, and peace, of the kingdom, being void, and 
againfl law: and a penalty of L500 was laid on the proprietors of any 
fuch lotteries, and of L20 on every adventurer in them. [10, ii GuL 
111 , c. 17.] 

1699. — During the unfettled times of the Eafl-India trade, the old 
Eafl-lndia company’s flock, by the management of flock-jobbers, had, 
in about nine or ten years pall, been fold on the exchange at from 300 
per cent down to 37 per cent. 

Captain Dampier, in the king’s fhip the Roebuck, having failed upon 
new difcoveries, after various adventures found that the eaftermoll part 
of New Guinea did not join to the continent, but was, in fad, an ifland, 
wh icli he therefor called New-Britain. 

Complaints being flill loud concerning the wool and woollen manu- 
factures of Ireland exported into foreign parts ; and that even thofe of 
our North- American plantations began to be likewife exported to fo- 
reign markets, formerly fupplied by England j a law w’'as thereupon 
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made to prevent the exportation of wool out of the kingdoms of Ireland 
and England into foreign parts ; and for the encouragement of the 
Englifli woollen manufadures. Whereby, I) No wool, nor manufac- 
tures of wool, were to be exported from Ireland to any part of the world, 
but to England, and only to the ports of Biddeford, Barnftaple, Mine- 
head, Bridgewater, Briftol, Milfordhaven, Chefter, and Liverpool ; and 
only from the Iriih ports of Dublin, Waterford, Youghall, Kingfale, 
Cork, and Drogheda, under forfeiture of fhips and cargoes, and alfo of 
L500 penalty. The like penalties were alfo inflidted on thofe who fliould 
carry wool or woollen manufadtures * of the Englifh plantations in Ame- 
rica, by land or water, to any place out of the king’s dominions. [10, 
11 Gal. Ill, c. 10.} 

Dr. Geraelli, who returned this year from his fix years travels round 
the globe, treating of the Portuguefe conquefts in Eaft India, obferves, 
that the remains of thofe conquefts are fo very inconfiderable as fcarce- 
ly to defray their own expenfe. At Goa, they have that fmall ifland, 
with three or four other inconfiderable ones near it. On the north 
coaft, the fortrefles of Daman, Bazaim, and Chaul. In the kingdom of 
Guzarat, they have Diu. Near China, the iflands of Timor, Solor, and 
the colony of Macao, fubjedl to China. In Africa, they have Angola, 
Sena, Sofala, Mozambique, and Mombaza; many in number, but of no 
great value. • 

The admiffion to the freedom of the Englifh Ruflia company was 
made more eafy by an adt [10, 1 1 Gal. Ill, c. 6] which diredled, that af- 
ter lady-day 1699 every fubjedl deli ring admiffion into that fellowfhip 
fhould pay no more than L5 for the fame. The commiffioners of the 
cuftoms were alfo required to lay before both houfes of parliament an- 
nual accounts of all naval ftores, imported from Ruffia into England. 
Though no reafon is affigned for this order, it is more than probable, 
that the legillature had in their thoughts the encouragement of the im- 
portation of naval ftores from our American plantations. 

By another ftatute, \_Jame feffwn, c. 25] feveral regulations were made 
concerning the Newfoundland trade and fifhery : fuch as, its being made 
perfedly free for all fubjeds alike to trade thither, and to fifh on its 
banks : that the firft fifhing fhip arriving at any of the harbours or 
creeks of Newfoundland fhall be deemed admiral there for that feafon : 
the fecond fhip fo arriving fhall be vice-admiral ; and the third fhall 
be rear-admiral. Thofe three admirals fhall have power to decide con- 
troverfies concerning places or ftations in harbours, ftages, cook-rooms, 
&c. there. Moreover, every bye-boat-keeper there fhall carry with him 
two frefh men in every fix, viz. one that hath made but one voyage, 
and one that never was at fea before. And every inhabitant fhall em- 

* This la the firtl mention in the ftatute book of woollen manufaQ-urea in the American colonies, .eg 



ploy two llich frefli men for every boat kept by him. Alfo every 
mailer of a fifliing fliip £hall carry with him one that never was at fea 
before, for every five men he fiiall carry. And, for the preiervation of 
timber on the ifland of Newfoundland, no perfon fhall rind any of the 
trees, nor ihall fet on fire any of the woods, 8cc. 

Though the poft-office revenue of England be not accountable annu- 
ally to the parliament, as other branches are, it being properly part of 
the private revenue of the crown ; yet (as has been elfewhere obferved) 
that revenue being a kind of politico-mercantile pulfe, whereby to judge 
of the increafe or decreafe of the nation’s general commerce, we fhall 
here therefor obferve, that in a printed letter to a member of parlia- 
ment, concerning the debts of the nation, (publifhed in 1701) the net 
revenue of the pofl-office for the year 1699 is faid to have been 
L90,504. : 10 ; 6 

By D’Avenant’s reports to the commiffioners of accounts, [anno 
1712, part ii, 71] there was exported from England this year, to all 
parts, - _ _ £6,788,166 

Whereof in our woollen manufadures to the value of 2,932,292 

This authentic view of the vaft importance of our woollen manufac- 
ture exported highly merits the conftant remembrance of the public, 
being confiderably above two fifth parts of our whole exports. 

The judicious Mr. Wood alfo, in his Survey of trade, [/>. 46] tells us, 
that in the year 1662 the total exports from England were £2,022,81 2 

Ditto anno 1699, as per D’Avenant - 6,788,166 


Vaft increafe of our exports fince 1662 - 4>76s,334 

Several authors think that the value of all the wool fliorn annually in 
England may amount to - - L2, 000, 000 

The manufadluring whereof is computed to coft - 6,000,000 

And that, when raanufadured, its total value is in-' 
creafed to - - - 8,000,000 

Of which many fince that time think we annually export near one 

* While the correfpoudeuce of England pro- ^ bert, after deliberation, gave up the grant, as 
duced a confiderable revenue (which however is here * thinking it difad vantageous/ The revenue 
over-rated) to the fovereign, that of Scotland ap- arifmg to government from the poftages of Scot- 
pears to have been unable to fupport its own ex- land foon became coniiderable. In our own times 
penfe* ® In 1698, Sir Robert Sinclair of Steven- it has been veiy great ; and of late years it has in- 
^ fem had a grant from King William of the whole creafed prodigiouflj. See Mr* Creech’s letter in 
^ revenue of the poft-office of Scotland, with a pen- fie Stattjikal account Scotland ^ vi, /. 586. if. 
^ fioa of L500 a-year, to keep up the poll. Sir Ro- 
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half ; more efpecially fince the late increafed demand from our own 
American plantations 

1700.' — The king of France at this -time ereded a new council of 
commerce, conliftingof his principal minifters of date and finances, and 
of twelve of the principal merchants of his kingdom, viz. two of Paris, 
and ten from the cities of Rouen, Bourdeaux, Lyons, Marfeille, Rochelle, 
Nantes, St. Malo, Lifle, Bayonne, and Dunkirk ; to meet at leaft once 
in every week, for treating of all commercial matters, as well by land 
as by fea, at home and beyond fea: to receive propofals, fchemes, peti- 
tions, &c. and to determine commercial controverfies : alfo to encourage 
xvorks, manufadures, &c. The twelve merchants to be annually eleded 
by the magiftrates of the cities. 

From the very firft eredion of this famous new council, or board oY 
commerce, we have good ground to date the great and almoft furprif- 
ing increafe of the commerce, woollen manufadure, mercantile flip- 
ping, and foreign colonies, of France. 

The wear of Indian wrought filks, fluffs, and calicoes, was become fo 
univerfal in England at this time, and the complaints thereof fo loud, 
that it was now thought high time to remedy fo great an evil. The 
preamble to the ftatute obferves, that the continuance of the trade to 
the Eaft-Indies, in the fame manner and proportions as it hath been for 
two years laft pad, muft inevitably be to the great detriment of the 
kingdom, by exhaufling the treafure thereof, melting down the coin, 
and taking away the labour of the people, whereby very many of the 
manufadurers of this nation are become exceffively burdenfome and 
chargeable to their refpedive parifhes, and others are thereby compelled 
to feek for employment in foreign parts. This grievance was greatly 
heightened by the double importations by two Eaft-India companies, 
which raifed a great clamour in Spitalfields, Norwich, Canterbury, Co- 
ventry, &c. whereby aifo a double quantity of filver w’-as exported to 
India. 

A flatute was therefor pafled for more effedually employing the poor, 
by encouraging the manufadures of this kingdom, enading, that from 
raichaelmas 1701 all wrought filks, Bengals, and fluffs, mixed with 
iilk or herba, of the manufadure of Perfia, China, or Eafl-India ; and 
alfo all calicoes, printed, painted, dyed, or ftained, there, fhould be lock- 
ed up in warehoufes appointed by the commiflioners of the cuftoms, till 
re-exported ; fo as none of the faid goods fhould be worn or ufed, in 
either apparel or furniture, in England, on forfeiture thereof, and alfo 

* From a paper intlie PhUofiphical iranfaBwnSi concerning tlie affairs of Scotland, written in t!ie 
[F, xxifp. 230] it appears that a veffel which was year 1698, the Scots and the Venetians feem to 
thought * a large ffip/ was built at Invernefs fpr have been then on friendly terriis. In the thir- 
the fervice of Venice. The writer dees not fay, teenth century a French nobleman had a fliip 
when file was built ; but the paper is dated 1699 ; built at In vernefs, which for her bulk was efleemed 
and from Fletcher of Saltoun's feqond difeourfe [M. ed. 164a] 



€>fL200 penalty on tlie perfon having, or felling, any of them, [ir, 

1 2 Ga/. Ill, r. lo.] 

This wholefome law greatly revived the drooping fpirits of our own 
lilk and ftuff manufacturers. 

By another ftatute of this feffion [c, ii] for making the laws more 
effedual againft the importation of foreign bone-lace, needle-work, &c. 
they were again to be re-admitted three months after the prohibition of 
the Engliih woollen manufactures in Flanders Ihould be taken off. The 
prohibition of our woollen manufactures in Flanders, which was found 
very detrimental to us,- was occafioned by our prohibition of their lace, 
&c. wherefor we were now obliged to repeal that law, in order that our 
woollen manufactures might be re-admitted into Flanders. 

The ftates of the United Netherlands, and the proteftant princes of 
Germany, now adopted the new ftile in all their deeds, aCts, &c:. 

An ad was pafled [i i , 12 Gid. Ill, c. 20] whereby our own woollen= 
manufadures, corn, and grain, of all kinds, as alfo meal, malt, pulfe,. 
and bread, were exempted from paying any duty on exportation. 

In the month of November 1700 King Charles II of Spain departed 
this life. The French king had managed that weak prince’s will abfo- 
lutely in favour of his grandfon the duke of Anjou, and thereupon feiz- 
ed on the entire Spanifti monarchy, without regarding the laft partition 
treaty. Hereby the greateft part of Europe was juflly alarihed, and 
moil efpecially the emperor, England, and Holland. By Louis’s feiz- 
ing on Milan, and other imperial fiefs in Italy, the emperor and empire 
were nearly concerned. By his feizing on the Spanilh Netherlands the 
Dutch were deprived of a barrier againft France. And by his poJTef- 
fion of Spain itfelf, both England’s and Holland’s great commerce ia 
the Mediterranean lay much at his mercy, as did alfo theij Weft-India- 
commerce, by his difpatching fliips of war to take pofleflion of the 
Spanifh dominions in America. Yet both England and Holland found 
themfelves obliged fo far to temporize, as at firft to recognize his grandf 
fon for king of Spain, being as yet in no condition to oppofe his title, 
or openly to favour, what was more for their intereft, the clairii of the- 
houfe of Auftria to the Spanifh monarchy. This grand event occafioned 
much terror in England, and the prices of the national funds and pub- 
lic ftocks were fo deeply affeCled thereby, as to fink fo low as 50 per- 
cent, whereby great diftrefs enfued to many; and, on the other hand^ 
it afforded great advantages to the monied men. Thereby alfo the cre- 
dit of the bank of England was much fhaken for a time. 

This year King William concluded a defenfive treaty with King 
Charles XII of Sweden, for 18 years : ftipulating, in fubftancej tiot to 
fhelter the rebellious fubjefts of each other ; to aflift each other, when: 
attacked, with 6000 auxiliary foot foldiers: and that, neverthelefs,. 
either party might lawfully carry on commerce with the, country with'. 
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which the other might be at war, and againft whom the faid auxiliary 
forces may have been fent. 

1701 — There were two particular points in the a£l; for fettling the 
Eaft-India trade, which proved extremely embarraffing, viz. 

The leave given to all corporations (the bank of England excepted) 
to fubfcribe in their corporate capacity; whereby the old Eaft-India 
company got into the new one in the manner already related : and the 
infertion of the words, ‘ or any’, after the word ‘ all’, in the claufe giv- 
ing the king a power to incorporate the contributors into a joint-ftock 
company, which left room for fome of the contributors of the general 
fociety (as proved adually the cafe) to decline coming into the new 
joint-ftock company, and inftead thereof, to go on as feparate traders to 
India. 

Both thofe difficulties might eafily have been prevented, efpecially 
the firft, feeing an equivalent might have been afligned to the old com- 
pany for their forts, privilege's, &c. and the feparate traders might alfo 
have been bought on, they amounting only to L7,20o principal, with 
their annual fund of L57d at 8 per cent, who chofe, by virtue of that 
ad, to trade folely and feparately : whereby the capital ftock of the 
new corporation was in fad but Li ,992,800, and their annual fund but 
1159,424. Thefe feparate traders afterwards gave much trouble to the 
new company, till by a law of the next reign an end was put to them, 
and both companies confolidated into the prefent united company of 
merchants of England trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

This year the conteft between the two Eaft-India companies became 
exceedingly hot, it being about the time that a new parliament was to 
take place ; and both companies ftrove to gain the court, as well as the 
new members of the houfe of commons. The fpirit of this time may 
in fome meafure be feen, by many warm pamphlets then publiftied; 
fuch as, ‘ the Freeholders plea againft ftock-jobbing of eledions of par- 
‘ liament-men, quarto, 1701 ‘ the Villainy of ftock-jobbers deteded, 

‘ &c. quarto, 1701 and many more. And at the two coflFeehoufes 
near the Royal exchange, which ftill retain the names of Garra way’s and 
Jonathan’s, affairs were in thofe pamphlets made fo important, as to be 
laid then to prepare and dired the greateft bufinefs of the nation. The 
two companies were at this time reckoned to have no fewer than 60 
fhips at fea ; and great was the emulation at their public fales. Thefe 
confiderations made the government fee the abfolute necefiity of com- 
poling their fierce contentions by a coalition, which was at length com- 
plied with, though not formally concluded in King William’s reign. 

We may now fee, how great a progrefs the French council of com- 
merce had made, in about one year after their eftablifhment, in the 
knowlege of the true commercial interefts of France. And as it will 
•difplay their great judgement, zeal, and diligence for the improvement 
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of their commerce and colonies, it will, at the fame time, afford us very 
ufeful and interefting hints and notices, for putting us on our guard 
againll the growing commerce of fo adive and enterprifing a people. 

‘ They juftly remark, that the commerce to Guinea has fo clofe a re- 
‘ lation to that of their Weft-India ifles, that the later cannot fubfift 
‘ without the former. 

‘ By thofe trades we have deprived our competitors in traffic, of the 
‘ great profits they drew from us *, And we may put ourfelves into a 
‘ condition, by their example, to draw profit in our turn from them ; 

‘ and efpecially from the Englifli. 

‘ That we may increafe thofe trades confiderably, feeing that nation,’ 
(i. e. England) in their iflands, with lefs advantage than we, and in 

territories of lefs extent, as well as in much lefs time, have found: 
‘ means to employ annually above 500 fail of fhips, whilft^ we fcarcely 
‘ employ 100 in the fame trade. 

‘ Every one is fenfible of the benefits of navigation ; and that the 
‘ happinefs and glory of a flare very much depend on it. No one is ig- 
‘ norant, that the navigation of France owes all its increafe and Iplen- 
‘ dour to the commerce of its iflands, and that it cannot be kept up 
' nor enlarged otherwife than by this commerce, which is more bene- 
' ficial than all others of the long voyages which are driven by the 

* French; becaufe carried on without the exportation of money, as well 

* as without the aid of foreign goods and manufadlures ; fo as none- 
‘ but the fubjedls of France reap the profits of it f 

Next follows a brief reprefentation of the prefent flate of the French 
American iflands, viz. 

‘ I. The fmall ifland, with the terra firma, of Cayenne’ (on the coaft 
of Guiana) ‘ comes firft in view. Its coaft is about 60 leagues in ex- 
‘ tent ; though not above 12 are inhabited : its foil is very good, and 
‘ its fugars near equal to the white fugars of Brafil : it has not above 
‘ 600 white people, and about 2000 negroes ; fo that this large traft of 
‘ land is almoft uninhabited. And being fituated nearly in the parallel 
‘ of the Moluccos, where the fine fpices grow, it is believed it might be 
‘ eafy to cultivate them there, and thereby fave the purchafing of them 

* from the Dutch : the rather, in that the Portuguefe on this fide of 
‘ the river of Amazons, in a fituation more diftant from the equinodliaL 
' line, have cinnamon 

‘ 2. Granada is about 25 leagues in circuit. Its white inhabitants. 
‘ about 200, and negroes 600 : produces fugar, excellent indigo, cotton,, 

Meaning our ftigar> cotton, and ginger land will Toon be fulBcient to fupplv tlie afTortments . 
trade. /1» of linen-drapery for our Weil-Iiidia idands. Ai. 

f The great linen maniifadliire of France cn- f That cinnamon is a bailard kind, and worth; 
aUed them to make this remark* It is to be 4 ’ery little. At 
hoped that the manufadttircs ■ of Britain and’ Ire.- . ' 
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‘ See. Its foil is good ; and the colony might be confiderably augment- 

‘ 3. Martinique is the principal colony : about 60 leagues in circuit; 

* has a good foil, abounding in fugar and cacao, with fome indigo, cot- 
“ ton, &c. It had formerly 3500 men bearing arms, and 16,000 ne- 
‘ groes. It has three good harbours, fundry good roads for ihipping, 

* and two fmali unwalled towns, with a good fort at Cul-de-fac-royaL’ 

‘ 4. G'uadaloupe has a pretty good foil, producing fine fugar, cotton, 
‘ and ginger. It is not peopled; though it had formerly 1500 men 
‘ bearing arms, and 8000 negroes.’ 

* 5. Marigalante has a pretty good foil, which produces fugar, indigo, 

* cotton, and ginger. It was taken in the lafl; war by the Englifh, who 
‘ afterwards abandoned it ; though it has not been able to recover itfeLf, 
‘ having but three or four fugar plantations as yet.’ 

‘ 6. Santa-Cruz had formerly 600 men bearing arms, and many fu- 
‘ gar plantations. It was abandoned laft war, becaufe difficult to be 
‘ kept ; and its inhabitants tranfported to St. Domingo. Yet this is a 

* very good ifland, producing fugar, indigo, and cotton ; has a good 
‘ and fafe harbour, and a very good bafoii for careening fliips.’ 

‘ 7. The laft colony of St. Domingo, or Hifpaniola ; about 500 
‘ leagues in circuit. The one half of it is poflefied by France, from 
‘ Cape Francois to the ifle of Vaches, and the Spaniards have the other 
‘ half. At Cape Fran9ois there is a good port, 900 men bearing arms, 
‘ and 2000 negroes. The diftri(3: of Leogane is confiderable ; it is the 

* feat of the French governor and fovereign courts : it has 2000 men 
‘ bearing arms, and 1 5,000 negroes. Petit-guaves has a good port; 
‘ has 600 whites, and aooo negroes. There are fome other ifles, as Les 
‘ Saintes, St. Martin, and St. Bartholomew ; but of very little import- 

ance, and almoft uninhabited.’ 

After reflettions on thofe iflands being badly conduced by a com- 
pany, and of the felfiflinefs, &c. of exclufive . companies in general, they 
add, ‘ it is not the Canada company’s fault too, that that colony is not 
‘ entirely ruined. It is’ (fay they) ‘ a moft certain maxim, that w- 
‘ hut competition and liberty hi trade can render commerce benefi- 

‘ cial to the Jiate ; and that all monopolies or traffic, appropriated to com- 
‘ panics exclufive of others, are inconceivably hurdenjome and pernicions 
‘ to itd Next they condemn the * Guinea company, as enhancing 
‘ the price of negroes. And that, in time of war, (like the dog in the 
‘ manger) they would neither carry negroes from Guinea themfelves, 

* nor fuffer others fo to do, being pofleffed of exclufive powers : that 
‘ the many prizes, taken in the laft war from the Englifh, have fhewn 
‘ to France how rich and ufeful that commerce is. Wherefor they 
‘ advife the abolition of all companies. Alfo to lower the duty on fu- 

gar, and permit E’rench fhips to carry that' commodity to foreign 
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* ports diredly. About forty years ago’ (i. e. about the year 1661) ‘ the 
^ French were little verfed in commerce and navigation: it was there- 
‘ for then, thought neceilary to form companies, to engage them to 
‘ ftrike out tracks of commerce for the king’s fubjeds, which then were 
‘ unknown to them. Yet fuch exclufive grants ought only to be for a 

* limited number of years*.’ They go on to inveigh againft fuch 
exclufive grants; as, ‘ ifl, that to the port of Marfeille, for the 

foie trade to the Levant; 2dly, the Eaft-India company; 3dly, 

‘ the prohibiting of foreign raw filk to be carried to Nifmes, Tours, 

‘ Paris, &c. till it had palled through Lyons ; thereby tending only to 
‘ make it dearer ; 4thly, divers farms of certain merchandize in trade, 
&c. deftrudtive to the freedom of commerce.’ 

' In treating of France’s trade to Spain, we learn the vail quantity of 
merchandize of all kinds then carried thither. Concerning which coun- 
try, they truely remark, ‘ that the Spaniards, who have within them- 
‘ felves wool, filk, oil, wine, with an excellent foil, producing many 
‘ things proper for the fuftenance of life, and for the eftablilhment of 
‘ noble manufadtures, and are in no want of good ports, both in the 
‘ Ocean and Mediterranean, do, neverthelefs, negledt all thofe advan- 

* tages ; whence it follows, that they Hand in need of the afiifiance of 
‘ all other nations, who thereby exhaufl; them of their gold and filver, 
‘ and fetch away their raw materials for their own manufadlures, as the 
‘ raw filk of Valencia, Granada, Murcia, &c. to France ; the wool of 

* Caftile, Arragon, Navarre, Leon, 8cc. to England, Holland, France, 

‘ and Italy, for the very manufadhires with which they afterward fup- 
‘ ply Spain. That in return for the French manufadures, &c. fhipped 
‘ for Cadiz, and thence in the galleons to Peru and Mexico, they have 

* cochineal, indigo, Vigonia wool, hides, &c. and, in peaceable times, 
‘ over and above, before the laft wars, they received in money a ba- 

* lance of eighteen or twenty millions of livres, and by the flotas feveii 
‘ or eight millions more. But for fome years paft, fince the Englifb, 

‘ Dutch, Hamburghei's, and others, have imitated fome of our manu- 
‘ fadures, it is certain that our returns’ (i. e. the balance in France’s 
favour) ‘ are reduce to a fmall matter. They wifh his Catholic ma- 
‘ jefty would lay afide entirely the Spanifli garb, and introduce French 

* fafliions, and abolifii the ufe of Englifli bays, fo much worn in his do- 
‘ minions both in Europe and America, &c. for the benefit of France.’ 

In fpeaking of the French Levant trade, they fay, ‘ that the Englifh 

* carry on that trade to much more advantage than the French, their 
‘ woollen cloths being better and cheaper. The Englifh alfo carry to 
‘ the I.evant, lead, pewter, copperas, and logwood, which are goods 
‘ they are mafters of, together with a great deal of pepper ; and, that 

* Several fucli.are, however, in force in France to this day. A. 
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‘ they may not drain their country of its gold and filver, they alfo take 
‘ in dry fifli of their own catching, fugar of their own colonies, and 
‘ other goods of their own produdt, which they fell on the coafts of 
‘ Portugal, Spain, and Italy, for pieces of eight, which they carry to 
‘ the Levant, to make up a hock fufEcient for purchafing their home- 
‘ ward cargoes. Upon this plan, it would be more advantageous for 
‘ France to permit her ports on the Ocean to carry on this trade diredl- 
‘ ly to the Levant, without being obliged, ever fince the year 1669, to 
‘ unload at Marfeille on their return, on the pretence of preventing 
‘ their bringing in the plague, which has obliged them to relinquiih that 
‘ trade entirely. And by the edid of 1685, 20 per cent was laid on all 
‘ Levant merchandize imported, for preventing the weftern ports from 
‘ being fupplied therewith, as they before had been, from England and 
‘ Holland. Thus Marfeille alone thrives in this commerce, though by 
‘ its being a free port, by its nearer lituation to the Levant, and by a 
‘ fettled correfpondence there, it would always have advantages enough 
‘ over the ports of the Ocean^ without the diftafteful and impolitically 

* exclufive trade.’ 

To this the deputy from Marfeille replied, ift, ‘ the towns on the 
‘ Ocean can neither in themfelves, nor in' their neighbourhood, find 
‘ confumption for divers grofs merchandize which the Marfeille fhips 
‘ are obliged to take in for making up their lading, adly, the duty of 
‘ 20 per cent was laid for preventing the Englifh and Dutch Levant 
‘ goods from being run into France by the ports of Dunkirk and Rouen. 

' 3dly, Marfeille has within itfelf and the neighbouring provinces all 
‘ kinds of manufadfures and affortments proper for the Levant trade, 

‘ &c. To this the deputies from the ports on .the Ocean replied, by de- 
‘ nying moft of the allegations of Marfeille.’ And fo the difpute end- 
ed for that time. We have too much ground to lament the great in- 
creafe of France’s Levant commerce, and the decreafe of our Turkey 
company’s commerce fince that council’s memorial. 

This new board farther reprefented to the king’s council, (after de- 
claring, that it was in no derogation from nobility, (‘ noblefle’) * to be 
a wholefale merchant, though not a retailer ; and that gentlemen who 
are merchants fhould for the future in all aflemblies precede other 
merchants); ‘ that the appellation of merchant being too general and 

* extenfive f, it is neceC^ry to fettle a diffcindion ; and that thofe who 
‘ trade by wholefale by fea or land be named negociants, and that re- 
‘ tailers only be called merchants 5 and no retailer to take the name of 

^ Nohhjfe in France includes not only thofe whom we call noblemen, but alfo the gentry. A, 

f Marchandf unlefs the fenfe be now narrowed by this new dffindion, comprehends all dealers, 
from the highef: to the loweft, e. g, marchand negociant^ /d, merchant 5 marchand dr apkr^ a woollea^ 
draper; marchand d'^omfs, a higgler of eggs. 
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* negoclant under a pecuniary penalty, and a like penalty on mechanics 

* ftiling themfelves merchants.’ 

That board farther propofed, ‘ to take off the duty of 50 fols per 
ton from the fhipping of the northern crowns, in order to allure them 
to trade with France, on as advantageous a footing as the Dutch do, 
who had that duty remitted by the peace of Ryfwick. That the prin- 
cipal end for laying on that duty, was to confine the coafting naviga- 
tion to French {hipping alone, which had before been wholely carried 
on by foreign bottoms, much to the prejudice of France. But as it 
alfo afFedted the voyages of the Engliih and Dutch to France, thofe 
two nations were obliged to lay a like duty on French fhips coming 
into their ports. 

‘ It was very provident in the Dutch to obtain the remiilion of that 
duty, feeing by the French cuftom-houfe books it appeared that the 
Dutch had pofieffion of almofl ail the commerce from France to 
thofe noithern nations : that duty, before the Dutch were exempted, 
yielding 700,000 livres yearly, but now only 100,000. That the mo- 
derate duties in Holland give the Dutch confiderable advantages, as 
does alfo their good hufbandry in their navigation, fcarcely imitable 
by any other nation. Thereby do they retain navigation and trade 
to themfelves, and get into their hands the effeds of other nations 
felling them again to great profit. By fuch methods they have made 
their provinces the ftorehoufe of Europe, from whence other nations 
are obliged to furnifh themfelves. In brief, the Dutch having thus 
made themfelves mailers of the inland trade of France, by the help 
of the refugees, and by commifiions from the new converts and 
the fadors they have in all our ports, they there fell goods cheaper 
than even the wholefale merchants of France can do, and are enabled 
to fupply the Fi'ench retailers as well as the northern nations, with af- 
fortments of goods. So that while this is the cafe, no wholefale buli- 
nefs can be managed by the French, nor any great commerce car- 
ried on diredly between the French and the northern nations. 

‘ For all which reafons this board propofes to fupprefs the duty of 
50 fols per ton. 

‘ Or elfe to prevent the entrance into France of all commodities of 
the north, which Ihall have been before landed in any other country, 
and Ihall not be brought hither diredly from the place of their growth 
or manufadure. To this the deputies from Nantes replied, that the 
Dutch trade to the Baltic was fo well fettled, that they will ever go- 
vern the prices of all merchandize going to, or coming from, the 
north. Becaufe, carrying thither their own manufadures and mer- 
chandize, and elpecially their fpices, of which the northern people 

* The proteftants of France the catholic religion. 
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‘ are very fond, they can afford to take off the com, timber, iron, cop- 
‘ per, flax, hemp, &c. of the north at high rates, and yet they are ge--- 
‘ nerally cheaper at Amflerdam than in the places they were brought 
‘ from, becaufe of the great gains they (the Amflerdammers) make 
‘ by the affortments they carry to the north. And the Dutch com- 
‘ merce to Portugal is likewife on the fame footing. For thefe and fuch 
‘ reafons,’ faid the Nantois, ‘ we fear we cannot depend on being re- 
‘ gularly fupplied with, every thing direddy from the north. The Dutch, 

‘ moreover, take off very great quantities of our wines and brandies, 

‘ which they brew, mix, and fit, to the tafle of the northern people. 

‘ Thefe refledlions apply not only to Holland, but alfo to Hamburgh, 

‘ which city is likewife a ftaple or ftorehoufe for all the trade of the 
‘ north, and is ufually very helpful to us in taking off our commodities^ 

“ and in fupplying us with what we want. Another powerful reafon 
‘ is, the frequent alteration of our coin, which abfolutely prevents fo- 

* reigners from fending us their fhips and merchandize 

The other deputies replied, ^ that it was plain, thofe of Nantes own- 

* ed the evils which the boai'd complained of, particularly that the re- 
‘ tailers in France carry on a difadvantageous trade with the Dutch ; 

‘ and that it is certainly more fure and more profitable for us to fell 
‘ our goods at home, than to carry them to the northern people to fell. 

‘ In the firft cafe, it is we who give the law j in the other, we receive 

* it. No merchant is ignorant of the effedfs of this difference, the one 

* being ever profitable, the other very uncertain and often very perni- 
‘ cious, and the common fource of bankruptcies.’ They add a little 
further : ‘ we have heretofore feen 5000 foreign fliips come into the 
‘ kingdom to take them off, but our being deprived of trade with the 
‘ Englifli, and our duty of 50 fols per ton, have interrupted this great 

* commerce f.’ In farther anfwer to thofe of Nantes, the council ‘ dif- 
‘ allows, that corn and other commodities of the north are fold cheaper 
f in Holland than in the places from w^hence they are fetched. ‘ For,’ 
fay they, ‘ this never happens, but when the quantities imported into 
' Holland are fo large that they exceed the confumption or demand for 
‘ them : in this therefor,’ fay they, ‘ there is nothing extraordinary, 

* being the cafe everywhere elfe. As they plead only for having the 
‘ northern goods brought in alone, and diredtly from the places of their 

* growth and manufadlure, without being firft landed in any other 
‘ country, they cannot believe that the Dutch will, on France’s mak- 
' ing fuch a regulation, fuffer above 4000 fhips, which they employ 

* The blmd policy of altering the national fenfible of the value of the carrying trade. But it 
currency has often been ruinous to France, which muft be acknowlegcd that their arguments apply 
ought to be a leflbn to other nations to guard with greater force to perifhable goods (and fuck 
againft it with the ftrii^tefl: vigilance. See Ze Blanc moll of the French commodities are) than to thofe 
Jur les monoyes Francotfes, M. which can wait a reafonable time for a market, 

f This new board of trade were not fufEciently i 
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‘ between. France and the northern nations, to lie rotting in their ports : 

‘ but rather than not be employed, will let them fetch the northern 

* merchandize diredly from thence into the ports of France, as now 
‘ propofed.’ 

Befides the faid objedlions of the deputy of Nantes, he of Marfeille 
urged, ‘ that the voyage from Dantzick, or even from Copenhagen, to 
‘ Marfeille, is too long for a fliip to go and come witb certainty in one 
‘ feafon, confidering the ice and the long nights: and that therefor 
‘ there is no avoiding the ufe of entreports,’ (i. e. middle-way or half- 
way ports) ‘ for the trade of Marfeille 

The deputy from Bayonne objeded, ‘ that their commerce with their 
‘ neighbours of Spain could not he continued in competition with the 
Dutch, had they not the liberty’ of fupplying themfelves from entre- 
‘ ports at feafonable times, as they have occaliony with wax, cacao- 
‘ nuts, &c.’ 

The deputy of Nantes, inter alia, farther replied, ‘ that it was to be 
‘ feared this novelty may confirm the Englifh in their obftinacy of con- 
‘ tinning their high exclufive duties on French goods ; and that while 
‘ that commerce fiabfifted with England,’ (for at this time the near ap- 
proach of a war interrupted it), ‘ we conflantly furnilhed them with 
‘ the merchandize of France, to the value of many millions more than. 

‘ we confumed of theirs. He alfo farther urged .againfl; this propofed' 

* regulation the confideration, that the produdlions of France are al- 

* mod; all perifhable, and that therefor we cannot be too circumfpedt in 
‘ cultivating a good underllanding with foreign nations, which furely is 
‘ not to be done by prefcribing laws to them.’ 

The board juftly inveigh againft the pradlice of their grand monarch,. 
‘ of granting monopolies or farms to particular perfons, to be the foie 
‘ venders of certain commodities, as being moft ruinous to trade. 

‘ As, I) lead from England, which fupplied their own wants, and 
‘ with which France alfo fupplied Spain, Portugal, Italy, Switzerland, 

‘ the Levant, and the French Weft-Indies, granted fplely, as to.ftiot, 

‘ to one perfon. 

‘ II) The foie making, furnifhing, and diftributing, of faitpetre and 
‘ gunpowder. 

‘ III) Other monopolifts for provifions, &.c. Thefe make themfelves 

* mafters of all the good branches of trade, by means of their privi- 
‘ leges, to the great prejudice of the public. And we are of opinion, 

‘ that it is for the good of the ftate to fupprefs them all : and to lay 
‘ open thofe branches of trade, whereby our navigation will increafe,. 

* and the king will receive much more duties than thofe he gets by the- 

* ‘' monopolies.’ ' » 

^ The dread of a long'^oj^gt from the north to the foutli parts of Europe contributed in a great., 
meafure to make Antwerp la former times the general magazine of Europe* 
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Thus this otherwife-fagacious monarch, for the fake of an immediate 
fum advanced by the monopolifts and farmers, occafioned incredible 
hurt to many thoufands of families, and the real lofs of much com- 
merce to liis kingdom : which practice he neverthelefs continued to the 
end of his life. The remainder of the memorial relates to the regula- 
tion of their coin, and reducing the proportion of filver to gold to 
the fame ftandard as in England and Holland : ‘ whereas in France it 
‘ approaches too near to that in Spain ; which country, being the fource 
‘ of filver, does not trouble itfelf to ufe any arts to draw our coin 
‘ thither ; befides that the Spaniards are always our debtors on account 
* of the trade to the Weft-Indies.’ 

The proportions are, 

' I) In England and Holland, ; or near 15 marks of filver buys 
‘ a mark of gold. 

‘ II) In Spain, 1 6~ ditto. 

‘ III) In France, or yqyj near i^^.’ 

Againft raifing the nominal value of their filver coin higher than is 
contained in its intrinfic quantity of pure bullion, this board’s reafon- 
ings correfponded exadlly with thofe of our great Locke about feven 
years before. Upon the whole, their reprefentations to the royal coun- 
cil are fo full of hiftorical matter, not only for the commerce of France, 
but of England, Holland, Spain, Portugal, &c. that we could not ex- 
cufe ourfelves from giving a complete, though compendious, account of 
fo ufeful and entertaining a fubjedl. 

We fliali here only farther remark, that, had the French afterwards 
ftridtiy purfued all that is therein fo judicioufly laid down, they might 
have been much more confiderable in commerce than they are even 
now. But to this very day they have continued many monopolies and 
exclufive grants, which the other commercial countries of Europe have 
no reafon to find fault with ; and their court has alfo frequently, and 
foraetimes fhamefully, varied and enhanced the nominal value of their 
coin beyond its intrinfic value, to ferve temporary expedients, though 
to the general prejudice of their people. 

On the 12th of June 1701 was pafled the ever-memorable ad of the 
Englifti parliament [12 GuL III, c. 2] for the farther limitation of the 
crown, and better fecuring the rights and liberties of the fubjed ; where- 
by the, proteftant fucceflion in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover, now on 
the throne, was moft happily eftablilhed. 

On the 1 6th of September [N. S.] in this fame year, 1701, King 
James 11 died at St. Germain in France ; and thereupon' the French 
'king having declared his fon king of the Britifh realms, Lord Manchef- 
ter, the Englifti ambaflador, was inftantly recalled from France, and the 
Erench ambalTador was ordered forthwith to depart the realm. Both 
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■fides therefor prepared for war, though not formally declared till after 
King William’s death. 

The great eledor of Brandenburgh and duke of Prufiia, (Frederick 
William) for his fervices and attachment to the common interefts of 
the German empire, and of the grand alliance juft formed againft France, 
the common enemy of the liberties of Europe, was, by the intereft of 
his kinfman King William of England, recognized by moft of the princes 
and ftates in Europe as king of Pruflia in this year 1701 ; his large do- 
minions and revenues very well fuiting the high dignity he now af- 
fumed. 

From a monthly Political ftate of Great Britain for November 1721, 
we have the value of all the merchandize imported from, and exported 
to, the following countries of the north, from michaelmas 1697, after 
the peace of Ryfwick, to chriftmas 1701, being yearly upon an average 
as follows, viz. 


Denmark and Norway, 
Eaft country, 

Ruilia, 

Sweden, 


Imported from 
L76,2I5 
181,295 
112,252 
212,094 


Exported to 

L39’543 

149,893 

58,884 

57-555 


Annual lofs. 
L 26 ,67 2 

31403 

53-368 

154,539 


Total annual lofs to England on an average, ^275,982 * 


On the 7th of September 1701, the grand alliance of the emperor 
Leopold, William king of Great Britain, and the ftates-general of the 
United Netherlands, was concluded againft France, for recovering the 
Spanifli monarchy to the houfe of Auftria, and for the fecurity of Eng- 
land and Holland, and of the Hanover fuccellion to the crown of Great 
Britain, as well as for a fafe barrier to the United Netherlands : and 
thus all things were prepared for war prior to the death of King Wil- 
liam f. 

1702. — King William died on the 8th of March (new ftile) 1702, and 


* This account wili in feme meafure be con- 
firmed by comparing it with another from the fame 
author in the year 1716. 

f From the returns to the circular letters of the 
eommiflioners of the cufloms it appears, that in 
January 1701-a there belonged to all the ports of 
England 3281 veffels, meafuring (or rather efti- 
mated at ) 261,222 tons, and carrying 27,196 men 
and 5660 guns. Of theie there belonged to 



Veffels. 

Tons. 

Men. 

London, 

560 

84,882 

10,065 

Briftol, 

- 165 

17.338 

2>359 

Y armouth, 

• 143 

9-914 

668 

Exeter, 

-- lai- 

7 ,iC 7 

07 8 



Veffels- 

Tons. 

Men. 

Hull,. 

115 

7.564 

00 

Whitby, 

no 

8,292 

57 ^ 

Liverpool, 

102 

8^619 

I,IOi 

Scarburgh, 

ICO 

6,860 

606' 


None of the other ports had 100 veilels ; but 
Newcaftle had 63 veffels meafuring ii,oco tons, 
and Ipfwich had 39 meafuring 11,170, being on 
an average 271 tons, if, indeed, there be no miff 
take in the number* Of the Hull veffels So were 
at. this time laid up, which accounts for the fmall 
number of men in that port* It is worth while to 
obferve tlmt i\\Q: fi/Ioing town of Yarmouth was the- 
third in England in the number of veffels. . Al . 
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was fucceeded by bis lifter-in-law Anne, the daughter of the abdicated 
king. 

D’Avenant [in his ^JJay on loans, 1700] obferves, that, ‘ when upon 
■* the revolution the parliament fell moft willingly into, the war, as a 
‘ thing the enemy, by efpoufing King James’s intereft, made abfolute- 
‘ ly necellary, the firft branch of our expenfe was carried on in the 
‘ common road of levying taxes, and the money required for every 
‘ year’s expenfe was raifed and paid within the year. The nation was 
‘ rich, trade prodigioufly great, paper-credit ran high, and the gold- 
‘ fmiths in Lombard ftreet, &c. commanded immenfe fums. Antici- 
‘ pations were indeed in pradice ; they had been fo of old ; and bor- 
‘ rowing elaufes were added to the bills of aid ; but thefe lafted but a 
‘ few months : the money came in of courfe, and they were paid off in 
‘ their turn. Land-taxes, polls, additional duties of cuftoms, excifes/ 
‘ and the like, were the ways and means by wdiich thefe things were 
‘ done. The year generally fupported its own demands. All the loans 
* were fuppofed to be temporary, and to end with the colledion.’ 

Happy had it been for pofterity had minifters gone on to King Wil- 
liam’s death in the manner thus defcribed in the former part of his 
reign j or had Queen Anne’s minifters refolutely determined that King 
William’s debt, which was above fourteen millions, ftiould on no pre- 
tence be increafed, the nation could with great eafe have born, fo mo- 
derate a burden. But the minifters of every fucceeding reign going on 
to accumulate the public burdens, is truely a very fad profpedb, and moft 
grievoufly affeds the commerce, manufadures, and navigation, of the 
nation, and alfo the landed intereft ; which melancholy confideration 
will, we hope, fuJEficiently juftify our prefent brief animadverfion there- 
on. 

On the 4th of May Queen Anne declared war againft the French 
king, not only on account of his feizing on the Spanifti monarchy, as 
before mentioned, but ‘ for the great affront and indignity’ (fays the 
queen) ‘ offered to us and our kingdoms, in taking upon him to de- 
‘ dare the pretended prince of Wales king of our realms.’ 

The ftates-general’s declaration of war fets forth, in fubftance, that 
Louis had long fince call his eyes on their provinces, and had twice at- 
tacked their republic (i. e. in the years 1672 and 1688) by moft unjuft 
war, in order to make his way to univerfal monarchy. That fo far was 
he from defigning to obferve the treaty of Ryfwick, that he thereby 
folely aimed at lulling the allies afleep, and particularly to ruin the 
commerce of the Dutch ; fince that treaty was fcarcely ratified, before 
he began manifeftly to encroach on their trade, which is the great finew 
of their ftate, by openly refufing the tarif promifed by that treaty. 

This year an attempt was made by the Englifh from Carolina againft 
St. Auguftinci the capital of Spanifh Florida ; but though they took 
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and held the town for a whole month, they were not able to take the 
caftle for want of mortars (which they ought to have duely confidered 
beforehand) ; they were therefor forced to withdraw on the arrival of 
two Spaniih men of war, and to abandon their fhips, ammunition, &c. 
to the enemy. 

The land-proprietors of Eaft and Weft New-Jerfey in Englifti Ame- 
rica, who had purchafed of the firft proprietors, not readily finding pur- 
chafers of under-fhares thereof, and being likewife at variance amongft 
themfelves, they agreed to furrender into Queen Anne’s hands both the 
charters for thofe two governments, referving their particular rights and 
properties of the lands and fettlements therein ; whereupon the queen 
confolidated the two provinces into one, and appointed Lord Cornbury 
to be the firft royal governor. This colony of New-Jerfey has fince 
profpered very well, and has been extremely ufeful in fupplying our fu- 
gar colonies with provifions, lumber, &c. Its two beft towns are Bur- 
lington and Elizabeth-town ; but that of Perth-Amboy is reckoned to 
have the beft harbour, and to be moft commodious in point of fitua- 
tion. ‘ 

We have feen under the preceding year the indifpenfable neceflity 
there was for uniting the old and the new Englifti Eaft-India compa- 
nies, even if it had been for no other reafon but for the fake of the 
public tranquillity. This coalition was made on the 2 2d of July 1702, 
j by an indenture tripartite between the queen and the two companies, 
in fubftance as follows, viz-. 

. Stock. 

The old company, being pofiefted (in the late fubfcription) 

of - - - _ _ _ L3I5 ,ooo 

And the new company of - - - 1,662,000 

And the feparate traders (now difcovered to amount to the 

fum) of - - - - - 23,000 

Making in all the fubfcription for - - L2 ,000,000 

I) It was now agreed by both companies, that the old company ftiould 

purchafe of the new one at par L673,500 of their ftock, whereby their 
whole ftock will be - - - - .L988,5oo 

Leaving the like fum for the new company, viz. - 988,500 

And the feparate traders, as above, have - - 23,000 

, 000,000 

II) That the whole trade to India ftiould be carried on for the faid 
two united ftocks for feven years, for the benefit of all the members of 
the new or Englifti company j the faid old company to have a right and 

VoL. IT. : 
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power, equal to all the reft of the members, in the management of the 
trade during the faid feven years, but to keep their ftock in their poli- 
tic or corporate capacity for the faid term, without transferring it to 
their particular members. 

III) The old company’s dead ftock (viz. forts, fadtories, buildings, 
&c.) being valued at L33o,ooo, and that of the new company but at 
Lyo.ooo, the new one (hall therefor pay Li 30,000 to the old one, to 
make up LaoOjOoo for their moiety of the whole dead ftock, being 
now L400, 000, intended to be a new additional ftock on the joint bot- 
tom. 

IV) But the old company, during the faid feven years, fhall have the 
ufe of their dead ftock at home, (i. e. their ofSce and warehoufes in 
Leadenhail ftreet, &c.) which fhall then go to the united one, compre- 
hending the proprietors of both companies. 

V) During the faid feven years (from the date hereof) each com- 
pany fhall hold their diftindt courts * ; fhall have diftindl courts of di- 
redlors : may raife money two ways, viz. either for their refpedtive 
moieties of the united trade, or to tranfadl their own feparate affairs, 
(fuch as paying their own feparate debts, &c.) j but debts contradfed 
for the joint trade fhall be difcharged out of the united company’s 
ftock. 

Viand VII) Both companies fhall forthwith bring home their fepa- 
me eftate, dividing the fame amongft their refpedtive members ; after 
which, neither company fhall fend out any fliips, goods, &c. on their fe- 
parate account, but all fhall be on the joint account, by fuch orders as 
I fhall be made by the general courts of both companies, in the name of 
I the Englifh company trading to the Eaft-Indies, by diredtion of twelve 
diredbors out of each company, fubordinate to both the general courts. 

VIII and IX) Both companies fhall bear an equal proportion of the 
united trade, and the members of each may transfer their nominal 
ftocks in the books of their refpedbive company, but fo as the old com- 
pany fliall keep their moiety of ftock entire in their corporate capacity 
for the fliid feven years. 

X) Both companies covenant with her majefty that the joint account 
fhall export annually to India, of the growth, produdt, or manufadlure, 
of England, at leaft mie tenth, part of the whole fum they fhall trade 
for ; an account whereof fhall be annually delivered to the privy coun- 
cil ; hereby releafing both companies from all former covenants, ■ -falt- 
I petre excepted : of which merchandize they fhall be obliged to deliver 
\ to the oflice of ordnance 494^ tons, at L45 per ton in time of peace,, 
Und at L53 in time of war the retradtion thereof fettled at 15 per 
-■Cent.-' ,' ■ ' - , ' . 

‘ XII) The queen agrees to take the company’s fealed Bonds for ail 


* The new company’s office was at Skinners hall on Dowgate hilL 
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® tlie ciiftoms on their merchandize, the 15 per cent on muflins only 
‘ excepted. 

‘ XIII, XIV, XV, and XVI) Nothing to be tranfecled in the joint 
‘ trade without the concurrence of both companies ; and only fer van ts 
‘ and free merchants, or other corporations, the bank of England ex~ 

‘ cepted, maybe licenced to trade for therafelves in the company’s 
‘ fhips, &c. 

‘ XVII) The queen grants that the general courts of both compa- 
‘ nies and their fub-managers {hall have the foie government of their 
‘ forts : may coin foreign money in India ; and the old company may 
‘ convey to the new one Bombay and St. Helena. 

. ‘ XVIII, XIX, XX) The old company, at or near the expiration of 
‘ the faid feven years, fhall transfer into the new company their moiety 
‘ of the joint flock to their refpeclive members. And fhall alfo, fora e 
‘ time before the expiration, affign to her majefky all the debts due to 
‘ them ; which debts flie engages to re-affign, in ten days after, to truf- 
‘ tees, for anfwering the old company’s debts, and afterwards for the 

* benefit of their members. And they alfo covenant to refign their 
‘ charter, in two months after the expiration of the faid feven years, 

Y into the queen’s hands: whereupon the new company fhall thenee- 
r forward be called The united company of merchants of England trad-' 
y ing to the Eafl~ Indies ; wbofe affairs fhall thenceforth be condudled 
‘ by their own foie dire<Slors, agreeable to their charter of the loth of 
‘ King William. - And laftly, the queen promifes that this indenture 
‘ fhall be conflrued in the mofl favourable fenfe for the advantage of 
‘ both companies *. 

Thus a prudent flop was put to much contention. 

Upon advice received by General Coddrington, governor of the Lee- 
ward iflands, that war was declared by England againfl France, he at- 
tacked the French part of the ifland of St. Chriflophers, and reduced it 
with very little trouble ; ever fince which time that fine ifland has been 
folely poflefled by Great Britain. 

Poflibly the origin of the prefent great produdion of the fine rice of 
Sotith-Carolina might have happened about this time. What the ano- 
nymous author of the Importance of the Bririfh plantations in America 
(London 1701) has faid thereon is well worth recording, though he has 
not given us the exadl year of its origin. It is a feafonable liefibn for 
men never to defpair of many more new produ<5lions in our colonies, 
and is therefor fubmitted to the honourable fociety for the encourage- 
ment of arts, manufadlures, and commerce. ‘ A brigantine’ (fays that 
author) ‘ from the ifle of Madagafcar happened to put in at Carolina, 

* having a little feed-rice left, which the captain gave to a gentleman 

^ The remainmg articles are merely temporary, 

4 Y 2 
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of tlic nanie of Woodward From 'n<jr<- r\^ f-i * i, i 

‘ ho5tocle» k 

difperfed over the province and hv ^ was foon 

* vations they found out wavs of nrr^ and obfer- 

‘ great perfbaion, that it is though to exceed 

‘ writer of this hath feen the faid caDtt,??n r ^ f The 

‘ ed a handfome gratuity fro„; 2 Carolina, where he receiy- 

‘ knowlegement of the ferviee he in ac- 

‘ wife renorted thee M fP • *e province. It is like- 

‘ pa* X tit Xrt" oj the E„ “ it. 

‘ time after, from whence it it mVo PLi of feed-rice fome ihort 
‘ come thofe two forts of that commnrrt ^ “““S'* to fuppofe might 
‘ contradiftinaion to “he wto^ from t XtrT ^ 

■ tL't “ftom: XTaS ” 

pnaded to fupply X t othetcoXmf S m^roZZT fct" f’" 

5.%X, -fxrtr ?,™s 

have alfo been the pitch, tar turpentine &r quantities, as 

liderable quantities and value. ^ incon- 

'T „ . , nr* ^ . 



great nSd tUreof, as wd! i^r ""y 

candle ihippin? has often nnt it ' numerous mer- 

to cHflrefsMSn: crowns 
peared in the vear ivo-? fr«rm i-i <^neir own. rhis emmentiy ap- 

lutely refufed to let the^lSilh company of Sweden, who abfL 

ready money was always paid for it ^d cj* although 

to be brought in Swedifhmippine 

diraXntmen^'“sXe te S S!'t-P .TW. 

inent and parliament on tb,- u ^ J govern- 

: pitch, tar, hemp, flax. andX^Sb* XorLn North 
colonies j as particularlv in C^irnUr^n ra ' r -Noith-Amencan 

‘ lying near the latk*^ of- ietwer pX?* ®“ti!erninoft parts of which 
‘ in tl^feof ““tly 

‘ and flax grow).’- The firft latute of Jhis kind wXhe X f 
raging the importation of naval ftnr/^c ^ encou- 

America, judicioufly fettine forth ‘ that majefty's plantations in 

‘ 6feey, and ftrengfh’Xhe X'ydot P’ XP 

• Stag tohetXiTgl'Xlfefly^^^ S 

■ dipping, at exorbhant, and arbiLiry-ratX^^^^ 
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* in a more certain and beneficial manner from her majefiy’s planta- 
‘ tions in America, where the vaft trades of land lying near the fea and 
‘ on navigable rivers may commodioufly afford great quantities of all 
‘ forts of naval ftores, by due encouragement, which may likewife tend 

* to the farther employment and increafe of Englifh fliipping and fea- 
‘ men, and alfo of the trade and vent of the woollen and other manu- 

* fadtures and produdl in exchange for fuch naval ftores, now purchafed 

* of foreign countries for ready money : it was therefor now enadted, 
‘ that whoever fhall (in fhips and with failors qualified as by the a<Sts of 
‘ navigation) import from the Englifli plantations in America the tin-' 
" der-named naval'ftores, fhall be entitled to the following bounties, viz. 

“ For good and merchantable tar and pitch, per ton of 8 bar- 

‘ rels, - - - - - L4 o o 

' — — rofin or turpentine, per ton, 3 0 0 

< hemp, water-rotted, bright and clean, per ton of 20 

‘ cwt. - - - - _ _ 6 0 o 

^ For all mails, yards, and bowfprits, per ton, of 40 feet each 

‘ ton, - - - - - - r 0 0 

‘ I . Provifo, that for the particular benefit of the royal navy, the pre- 
‘ emption or refufal of the faid naval Jfiores fhall be tendered to the com- 

* miffioners of her majelly’s navy upon landing the fame ; and if with- 
‘i'in twenty days the navy board fhall not bargain for the fame, then the 

* proprietors may difpofe of them to their bell advantage. 

‘ 2. That none within the colonies of New-Hampfliire, Mafiachufet’s 

* bay, Rhode-ifland, and Providence-plantation, the Narraganfet-conn- 
‘ try or King’s-province, and Gonnedicut in New-England ; and in New- 
*■ York, and New-Jerfej, fhall prefume to cut, fell, or deflroy, any pitch- 
‘ pine trees, or tar trees, not being within any inclofure, under the 
‘ growth of twelve inches diameter, at three feet from the earth, on for- 
‘ feiture of L5- for each offence. Nor, 3dly, fhall wilfully fet fire to 
‘ any wood or forefl, in which are any fuch trees prepared for making 
‘ pitch or tar, without firfl giving notice to the owners thereof, or to a 

* magiftrate, under the penalty of Lro.’ 

‘ I’his CO be in force for nine years, from the ifl of January, 1705, 
old llile.’ [3, 4 e. 10.] 

The good confequence of this feafonable law was foon after felt : and ■ 
the colonies, at this time import into England great quantities of mer- 
chantable pitch and tar, fit for moll ufes in the navy, and which may in 
time be probably brought to ferve for all ufes, fo as to render us abfolute- 
ly independent on Sweden for thofe two moll necelTary articles. Of late al- 
fo good h emp and flax are raifed in our colonies, where there are iramenfe 
quantities of excellent lands proper for railing thofe commodities. Mr, 
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Gee wrfs of opinion, that Ruffia exported annually to Britain and 
nations hemp and flax to the value of one million flerling How nob^l 
how rational, a profpea is this, of faving great fums annLly paTd to^’ 

S CaS: ^ oppofitJSfreftt 

Upon this oecafion there were computations laid before the aovem 
iSmedfn lutp^vl foreign pitch and tar, annuaUy con- 

Britain and Ireland, annually about - . inon 

By Holland, as well for their home ufe, as for what thev 

T;VLt;’ Mediterranean? 

By Hamburgh, Lubebk, and other German ports, - 500 

Of which font fifth parts conCfied of tar, and .one fifth of pShV"®* 

T queen was empowered to annlv 

the f granted in that feffion of parliLent f^ 

inches from the earth And c 

in Anteriea was S^dedr 

royal with a broad arrow, for the ufe of the publi? 

By another ad, 1 2 ^nn, c. 9, the above aa was renewed and th^ ru 
bounties arc allowed for nav?*! -fl-ArAo u^. r vr And the like 

little or no benefirhiAer^^ t 

that there is in feveral parts of SmLnd ^ a’ flatute remarks, 

fit for mafts, and forSne nitch ftore of pine and fir trees. 

But the aa itfelf alHgns the^true reafon’* 

cheaply brought to J^aland kZ V V or 

may yield fuch navi fto^ which 

from navigable rivers; - This the Yoj* and remote 

SS,"t5"." 1™ ."“ftSSSlffSS 

and alfo in RdEa, whe’^t^^pp^d'at^A^^ whttce ^ ^aieft ^uiptity is brought} 
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ticable*; which will probably ever be the cafe as to Scotland; not- 
withftanding the bounties allowed by that ad, or any larger bounties to 
be reafonably granted. 

The czar of Ruffia, Peter the Great, having conquered from Sweden 
the fine provinces of Livonia, Ingria, and Carelia, now formed a grand 
projedfor opening a free communication between Rufiia and the Baltic 
lea ; his great genius had difcovered, that the iflands near the mouth of 
the river Neva, at the head of the Findland gulf, might be fo fortified 
as to prove to Rufiia of equal benefit for war or for cortimerce :- hence 
fprung up the fort of Cronftadt, now a commodious haven for his fliips 
of war ; by which all {hipsmuftpafs : he alfo viewed the adjacent country 
with fatisfadion, and, in fliort, determined to ered anew metropolis and 
emporium at the mouth of the Neva, from whence he might awe his 
enemies of the north, and open a naval communication with the reft of 
Europe, by a much fhorter and fafer courfe than from Archangel. He 
confidered alfo, that by ereding a royal city and port there, though in 
the 60th degree of latitude, he Ihould acquire a greater influence, by 
means of his navy, both in the Baltic, and even in the Northern and 
German oceans. He therefor brought thither labourers and artificers 
from all parts of his vafl: empire ; many thoufands of whom are faid to 
have perifiied through cold, hunger, and diflempers, in that damp place, 
which gave him little concern. Yet, in the end, he furmounted all ob- 
flacles ; and having, by his defpotic fway, obliged his nobility, mer- 
chants, artizans, &c. to ered and inhabit houfes in this new city; and, 
encouraging many feafaring people and others from Livonia and other 
parts, to fettle in it, he gave it the name of St. Peterfburgh ; and it 
very foon became a large and populous city. It was objeded by the 
people of Wologda, a city in 59 degrees of latitude, that, Ihould their 
handicrafts be removed from that city, where three German merchants 
alone employed .upwards of 25,000 perfons in drefllng hemp and flax,, 
for the Archangel market, their provifions at Peterfburgh would come 
much dearer, and fo they fliould lofe their trade; yet the czar over- 
ruled even this point. 

Mr. De Dieu, the Dutch refident wnth the czar in the year 1720, ac- 
quaints his principals, that Peterfburgh might then contain about 
300,000 fouls ; a thing fcarcely credible to be effeded in thefe modem 
times, and much more refembling the power of the antient oriental 
monarchs than any modem potentate^ There he eflablifhed his admi- 
ralty, his mathematical fchools, his' royal academies, founderies,. &c. 
His docks, powder-mills, paper-mills, &c. are at Croniladt, where alfo 
there is a good town built, and where he eflablifhed rope-walks, anchor- 
fmiths. Sec. At the faid new city of St. Peterfburgh he likewdfe efla'=- 

^ Could they not faw it into boards? Surely boards can.be earned wherever a man can walk; to fay 
nothing of the facility of Hoating them, even by the fmalleft ilreams when fwclled by floods. M 
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bliflied manufacSlories of woollen, linen, See. and every ufeful art for the 
improvement of the trade and navigation, as well as the general know- 
lege, of his people, obliging them alfo to fend their children thither 
for that end. And, in confeqiience of thefe vaft fchemes, and of his pof- 
fefling the fine port of Revel in Livonia, we have, fince the building of 
Peteriburgh, feen the new fpedacle of a Ruffian fleet triumphant in the 
Baltic fea, obliging the fleets of their opponents there, to ffielter them- 
felves under the cannon of their fortrefles. By the eredion of this new 
city the port of Archangel in the White fea, to which formerly there 
ufually reforted yearly 100 or more Chips, Englifii, Dutch, French, Ham- 
burghers, &c. is confiderably declined in its commerce, its former cuf- 
toms having by fome been reckoned to amount to Li 00,000 fterling, 
annually : Riga alfo, and Narva, will probably be more and more im- 
paired in their commerce, if Peterfburgh continues to flourifh, as the 
later is fo commodioufly fituated for the tranlportation of Ruffian mer- 
chandize, by the river Neva, and the great lakes Ladoga and Onega, as 
well as by land carriage, to and from the interior parts of the Ruffian 
empire ; from whence, and from Livonia, &c. that city is w'ell fupplied 
with whatever it has need of. The watery fituation of Peterfburgh, and 
the overflowings of the Neva, are the principal inconveniencies attend- 
ing it. 

Peter alfo ordered a canal to be made between, the river Woronitz 
and another fmall one falling into the great river Volga, whereby a com- 
munication was to be opened between the later and the river Don, the 
- one falling into the Cafpian, and the other into the Black fea, under the 
diredion of Captain John Perry, an Engliftiman, who likewife, by that 
great prince’s order, had partly executed a much greater work, being a 
grand canal between the Volga and the Don, nearer the mouths ofthofe 
two huge rivers ; but the taking of Afoph from him by the Turks put 
a flop to that vaft defign. 

The almoft unparalleled tempeft, which happened in November 1703, 
more efpecially round the fouthern coafts of Great Britain, was un- 
doubtedly a great calamity, by the lofs of many fine Englifh fhips of war, 
and a great number of merchant fhips with their valuable cargoes, as 
well as of many lives ; and was doubtlefs fome obftrudtion to the in- 
creafe of the nation’s wealth r neverthelefs it appears by D’Avenant’s* 
report to the commiffioners of accounts in the year 1712, that the ex- 
ports of England in this fame year, to all parts of the world, amounted 
to L6 ,644, 1 03 of which there was exported to Holland alone L2,4i 7,890, 
being above one third of the whole f . 


^ D!Avenant vras then infpe£lor-general of the 
cuft'©*ms. Jim ' ■ " 

f Sir Charles Whitworth, from the infpe6l:or-ge- 
nerals Accounts, ftates the 'exports to Holland in 
1703 at L2, 405*599 : and we muft remember that 
the fum of 1^473,750, the amount of coin and buly . 

' a ' 

k' ' 



lion exported, ought not to be included in the ex- 
ports, to fwell the total of a favourable balance by 
a fallacious ftatement, whereas it is in fa8: quite 
the contrary, the payment of an unfavourable ba- 
lands. ' Jf, 
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In tins fame year John Methven Efquire concluded, on the part of the 
queen of Great Britain, a famous, though concife, treaty of commerce 
with Peter king of Portugal, much to the benefit of both nations, viz. 

Article I) ‘ The king of Portugal, on his part, ftipulates, for himfelf 
‘ and his fucceUbrs, to admit forever hereafter into Portugal the wool- 

* len cloths, and the reft of the woollen manufactures of the Britons, as 

* was accuftomed till they were prohibited by the laws ; neverthelefs, 
‘ upon this condition : 

II) ‘ That her royal majefty of Great Britain fhall, in her Own name 
‘ and that of her fucceflbrs, be obliged for ever hereafter to admit the 
‘ wines of the growth of Portugal into Britain ; fo that at no time, 

* whether there ftiall be peace or war between the kingdoms of Britain 

* and France, any thing more fhall be demanded for thefe wines, by the 
‘ name of cuftom or duty, or by whatfoever other title, direCtly or indi- 

redly, whether they fhall be imported into Great Britain, in pipes, or 
‘ hogfheads, or other calks, than what fhall be demanded for the like quan- 
‘ tity or meafure of French wines, deducting or abating one third part 
‘ of the cuftom or duty. But if at any time this deduction or abate- 
ment of cuftoms, which is to be made as aforefaid, fhall in any manner 
‘ be attempted and prejudiced, it fhall be juft and lawful for his facred 
‘ majefty of Portugal again to prohibit the woollen cloths and the reft of 
‘ the Britifh woollen manufactures [Dated at Lifbon, 27th Decem- 
ber 1703.] 

By this treaty, fays Mr. King, the editor of the Britifh merchant, in 
his dedication to Sir Paul Methven, the fon of the minifter who nego- 
tiated it, ‘ we gain a greater balance from Portugal than from any 

* other country whatever. By it alfo we have increafed our exports 
‘ thither, from about L300,ooo yearly to near Li,500,ooo. 

It was by no means the intereft of Britain, during a war with France 
and Spain, to ufe the wines of thofe countries, which, doubtlefs, could 
have been imported by neutral fhips : and as Portugal’s red wines were 
therefor become in fome fort the only kind we could then convenient- 
ly and reafonably come at, this treaty tvas beneficial to both countries, 
though perhaps fomewhat exaggerated by the above author, efpecially 
as Portugal has, in return for our taking fuch vaft quantities of their 
wines, conftantly taken off a greater quantity of our manufactures, fo 
as to occafion a confiderable yearly balance in our favour. And our 
palates being long fince fo well reconciled to Portugal wine, the Por- 
tuguefe, for our fupply, have turned great quantities of their lands into 
vineyards. 

The bullion exported fromlEngland to Eaft-India in fix years, \nz. 
from 1698 to 1703, both years included, was in filver L3, 171,404 : 17 : 8, 

* Tliefe are pretty nearly the very words of this famous treaty, as it is publifhed from a copy in the 
books of the board of trade, by Mr. Chalmers in his - of treaties, V . ix, p, 303, ed^ 1790. M» 
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in gold Lt 28,229, total L3, 299, 633 : 17 : 8 ; being oh ail average, 
per annum L549, 938 : 19 : 7j 

1 704 -By a law, made about the beginning of this year, for the public 

regiftering of all deeds, conveyances, and wills, in any honours, manors, 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, within the weft riding of the coun- 
ty of York, a memorial of all deeds and conveyances, and of all wills 
and devifes in writing, whereby any honours, manors, &c. in the faid 
weft riding, may be in any way affefted in law or equity, may, at the 
eledion of the party or parties concerned, be regiftered, as is herein af- 
ter diredled. And that, after fuch regifter, every fubfequent deed or 
conveyance of the honours, manors, &c. fo regiftered, or any part there- 
of, ftiali be adjudged fraudulent and void, unlefs a memorial thereof 
{hall alfo be regiftered ; and the like of wills, &c. The regifter’s office ' 
to be kept at Wakefield. This a<ft not to extend to copy-hold eftates,' 
nor to leafes at rack-rent, nor to any leafe not exceeding 21 years. 

The very good reafons affigned for this law, in its preamble, were, 
that this weft riding is the principal place in the north for the cloth 
manufafture ; and that moft of the traders therein are freeholders, and 
have frequent occafions to borrow money upon their eftates for manag- 
ing their trade ; but, for want of a regifter, find it difficult to give fe- 
curity to the fatisfadlion of the lenders, although the fecurity they offer 
be really good, by means whereof their trade is very much obftruded, 
and many families ruined. [2, 3 Jnn. c. 4.] 

What pity it is, that fuch a regifter could not be rendered pradicable 
all over England, fince thereby undoubtedly many frauds might effec- 
tually be prevented, and this too, without expofing gentlemen’s cir- 
cumftances farther than the nature of fuch regifters abfoluteiy require. 

N. B. By an ad fj Ann. c. 18] for enrolment of bargains and fales 
in the weft riding, feveral additional provifions were made for enrolling 
all bargains, fales, &c. needlefs herein to be particularized. 

The former part of the year 1704 feemed at firft to portend much 
hazard to the liberties and commerce of the greateft part of Chriften- 
dom: France was in adual pofieffion of the whole Spanifh monarchy ; 
the German empire powerfully invaded on the fide of Bavaria by the 
French, where, as well as in Italy, their fuperiority gave them great 


^ Along with the account given by Mr, Ander- 
fon, I here lay before the reader the following of- 
ficial accounts. 

According to the account made up by the ac- 
countant of the Eaft-lndia company for the houfe 
of comipons, the bullion carried to India (partly 
from Cadiz) from 25th December 11698 to 25th 
December 1703) being five years, was, 

Infilver, 3,160,225 ounces, 

at 5/ per ounce, - L 1,290, 056 5 o 

In gold almoft 19,170 oun- 
, -ces, af iHkper ounotj.- o • o 


Total value at the prices of bullion rated by Da- 
■venaut ■ L 1,366,735 15:0. 

Agreeable to the account made up by Dodor 
Davenant, infpcdor-general of the cufioms, alfo 
for the houfe of commons, the Eaft-India goods, 
re-exported from England in the four years from 
Chriitmas 1698 to Chriftmas 1702, amounted to 
L2, 538, 953 : II ; loj. If the re-exportation of 
the year 1703 was In the fame proportion, it was 
more than double the value of the bullion exported 
by the company, and ftrongly fupports what in 
urged by the advocates for 5 ie India trade* Jf* 
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advantages, as did alfo an infurreddon in Hungary. All thefe appear- 
ances were very melancholy confi derations in England, and therefor oc- 
cafioned a great fall in the prices of the parliamentary funds and public 
Hocks. The bank of England therefor found themfelves obliged again 
to iflue their fealed bills for a large fum, bearing intereft, in order to 
keep up their credit: and the Eaft-India company were obliged to create 
a confi derable fum in their bonds, to enable them to fit out their fhips. 
Yet, fuch is the fludtuating ftate of things in time of war, two very 
great pieces of good fortune -happened to the allies before this year end- 
ed, viz. the famous and moffc complete vidlory of the confederate army, 
on the 13th of Augufl, at Blenheim or HockHadt, over the French and 
Bavarian army, on which, it may be truely faid, the fate and liberty of 
Europe, as well as more particularly of Germany, in a great meafure 
depended : and the taking of the mofl important fortrefs and port of 
Gibraltar ; both which gave a moft marvellous turn to public affairs 
all over Europe, and particularly to England’s hopes and public credit. 
Gibraltar, having been confirmed to Great Britain by the peace of 
Utrecht, has proved of very fignal advantage to us ; as it is not only a 
bridle on moft of the chriftian ftates we may be at war with, a fure fta- 
tion for our fhips of war, a fafe retreat in war for our merchant fhips,^ 
a refrefhing place for both, and a curb on the piratical ftates of the op- 
pofite Ba'rbary Ihores ; in every view, therefor, highly meriting all the 
expenfe we can beftow for preferying it in our pofleftion. It was alfo 
thought fo dangerous a thorn in the fide of Spain, that the French and 
Spaniards formally befieged it in Oftober this fame year ; but it was 
twice feafonably relieved : and the like happened again in the year 1727, 
fince which its fortifications have been much improved 

The ftatute [15 Car. Ji] for the encouragement of trade, ftiled by 
way of eminence the adi of navigation, having enadled, that no mer- 
chandize of any part of Europe fhall be imported into any part of Afia, 
Africa, or America, belonging to his majefty, but what fhall be carried 
from England, except as is therein excepted ; an aft: of this year [3, 4 
Ami. c. 8] fo far repeals the fame, as to permit the exportation of Irifh 
linen cloth to the Englifh plantations. Its preamble fees forth, that for 
as much as the proteftant intereft in Ireland ought to be fupported by 
giving the utmoft encouragement to the linen manufaftures of that 


^ To Mr. Anderfon^s opinion -of tlie mmenfe 
hemfit of Gibraltar, it may not be amifs to contrail 
that of Dr. Adam Smith, who, fpeaking of it and 
Minorca, fays, * I would not, however, be under- 

* flood to infinuate,- that either of thofe expenlive 
garrifons was ever, even m the fmalleil degree, 

* neceffary for the purpofc for which they were 

* originally difmembered from the SpaniHi mo- 

* narchy. That difmemberment, perhaps, never 

* ferved any other real purpofe than to alienate 
® from England her natural ally the king of Spain, 

and to unite the two principal branches of the 

' 4 


* houfe of Bourbon in a much flridler and more 
> permanent alliance than the ties of blood could 

* ever have united them/ [^Inquiry into the nuealth 
of nations^ V> iii, X22, ecU 17.93.] Whatever 
may be the value of Gibraltar in a political view, 
which I do not pretend to appretiate, there cannot 
be a fliadow of a doubt, that the retention of it 
midl be hurtful to the trading interefl of Great 
Britain (notwithflanding the pretended fecret ad* 
vantages) exadlly in the fame manner, that a quar- 
rel with a very good cuftomer is hurtful to a lliop- 
keeper, fi liceaf magnh componere parva* 

4 z 2 



-732 A. B. 1 7^4' 

kingdom, Irifli linen therefor might thenceforward be exported from 
any port of Ireland diredUy to any of the Englifli plantations, in Eng- 
lilh-built {hipping, navigated according to law. The linen mamifadure 
of Ireland was then, and in a great meafure ilill is, principally carried 
on in the province of Ulder and parts adjacent, where the proteftants 
are by far the majority of the people j but in mod other parts of that 
kingdom it is well known to be otherwife. 

For the encouragement of trade, aflatute was made, [3, c. 9] 

whereby promilTory notes were enaded to be affignable by indorfe- 
ment ; and adions might be maintained thereon, in like fort as was 
enaded on inland bills of exchange in the year 1698. And whereas in 
the ad of 1698 no provifion was made for protefting inland bills of ex- 
change, in cafe the party on whom fuch inland bill fhall be drawn fhall 
refufe to accept the fame, it was now enaded, that if hereafter, upon, 
prefenting any fuch bill, the party on whom it fliall be drawn fliall re- 
fufe to accept the fame by underwriting it under his hand, the perfon 
to whom the faid bill is made payable, or his fervant, agent, or ailigns, 
may, and fhall, caufe the faid bill to be protefted for non-acceptance, as 
was by the faid law of 1698 to be done, when due, for non-payment, 
and as is the cafe of foreign bills of exchange. Yet no fuch proteft fliall 
be neceffary for non-payment of fuch inland bill of exchange, unlefs 
drawn for L20 or upwards ; and alfo that the protefl: for non-accept- 
ance fhall be made by fuch perfons as are appointed by the faid ad of 
1^98 (i. e. a notary-public, or &c. as already therein recited) to protefi: 
inland bills for non-payment. Alfo, that if any perfon doth accept 
(i. e. receive and take) any fuch bill of exchange for, and in fatisfiidion 
of, any former debt, the fame fhall be accounted and efleemed a full 
and complete payment of fuch debt, though the receiver of it doth not 
take his due courfe to obtain payment thereof, by endeavouring to get 
the fame accepted and paid, or elfe by protefting, as aforefaid, either for 
non-acceptance or non-payment thereof. Laftly, nothing in this ad 
fhall difcharge any remedy which any perfon may have againft the 
drawer, accepter, or indorfer, of fuch bill. 

It is fomewhat ftrange, that two fuch falutary and important regula- 
tions as this law has made in promiflbry notes and inland bills of ex- 
change, were not fooner enaded in a country of fuch confiderable mer- 
cantile tranfadions as England has long been. But to fay the truth, 
what many have remarked of our national flownefs in reforming abufes 
and defeds feems but too well grounded. 

This law was made perpetual by an ad 7 Ann. c. 25. 

Queen Anne this year granted a charter of incorporation to Thomas 
duke of Leeds, Pawlet earl of Bolingbroke, Francis lord Guildford, Sir 
Thomas and Sir Humphry Mackworths, and other gentlemen, ‘ for 
‘ working and managing mines and minerals, and fmelting, refining, 
* and mfinufa^riiig, the fame 5 to be forever a body-pofitic, by the 
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* mme of the governor and company of the mine-adventurers of Eng- 

* land; the duke of Leeds to be governor for life ; and a deputy-go- 
‘ vernor and twelve diredors, to be eleded bytheir general courts, who 

* are alfo empowered to make bye laws, &c. as cuftomary in other royal 

charters. Hereupon - in the fame year, Sir Humphry Mackworth and’ 
William Waller, who had before purchafed fundry leafes, for terms 
of years, of certain mines in different parts of Wales, conveyed them to- 
this new corporation, on certain conditions mentioned in that convey- 
ance. The company, principally, if not folely, under Sir Humphry 
Mackworth’s direction, (who was eleded deputy-governor for life) went 
on in a pompous manner, adding fo many new fhares-as made the whole 
number amount to 6012; purchafing frefh mines, and railing vaft 
quantities of lead, copper, and litharge, from which they made a great 
deal of red lead ; and from the lead they extraded confiderable quanti- 
ties of filver ; and they iffued cafh notes, which they caufed for fome 
time to be circulated throughout a great part of Wales. They alfo 
ereded themfelves into a money bank, and circulated their fealed bills 
and cafh notes for fome time- in London,, till reftrained by a elaiife in 
an ad of parliament, of the year 1708, in favour of the bank of Eng- 
land. Sir Humphry Mackworth went on impofing on the proprietors, 
for five years from the date of the charter, by falfe and fham calcula- 
tions of their profits ; by purchafing lead and litharge from other peo- 
ple’s mines, and declaring them to be digged from the company’s mines;, 
buying alfo the filver extraded from- other men’s lead, and getting it to- 
be coined in the king’s mint, as coming from the company’s mines; 
while, at the fame time, he was not able to go on without frefh artifices 
and calls on the proprietors, nor to pay the vafl expenfe of workmen, 
&c. whofe wages were fuffered to run in- arrear ; and his fch ernes being 
too extenfive for the company’s- abilities, he was obliged to flop pay- 
ment of their fealed bills and cafh notes, being by fuch wild manage- 
ment run greatly in debt, while, at the fame time, he was ereding cha- 
rity fchools in Wales with- the company’s money,, to draw in well- 
meaning people.. . 

1705. — The French burnt and; deflroyed many of. the plantations in 
the ifland of St. Ghriftophers, at this time folely poilefled by England, 
as Ulfo the neighbouring ifland of Nevis, yet they were not able to- 
take the forts of either of thofe iflands.. The damage done to the 
planters was. afterward made good by debentures granted by parlia- 
ment. ■ 

The Englifh arms proving prpfperous both by fea and Jand againfl 
France, the fupplies were raifed with, the great eft eafe for the current 
fervices of this and feveral fucceeding years; particularly the annuities 
of 99 years at 6 -~ per cent, the capital, or principal, of 2 ~ millions for 
the enfuing year’s fupply, to be funk at the expiration of that tcrmi. 
This way of raifmg money,, we are fenfible,has fince been,cenfur.ed.by 
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many, (thougli refumed during the lafl and prefent expenfive wars) : 
yet contemporary writers were not of that opinion, and they alfo una- 
nimoufly obferve very truely, that the national or public credit of Eng- 
land was never before at fo high a pitch, nor more facredly maintained. 
Nothing indeed feemed amifs, either with regard to our foreign com- 
merce, or colonies, both which were in a profperoufly-increafing ftate, 
as well as our home manufadures. 

iyo 5 The parliament enaded, that, after midfummer lyod, any 

bankrupt who fhould not, within thirty days after public notice, fur- 
render himfelf, and difcover his effedls, fhould fuffer as a felon, unlels 
the lord-chancellor fhould enlarge the time. Five per cent was allowed 
to the bankrupt, unlefs his eflate fhould not produce 8/ per pound to 
his creditoi's. Bankrupts who have, within one year preceding their 
bankruptcy, loft L5 at once at any kind of game, or Lioo in all, re- 
ceive no benefit by this adt. And thofe not difcovering all their eftates 
were to fuffer as felons, without the benefit of clergy. [4 yhv. c. 17.] 

The moft important tranfachon that ever happened in Great Britain 
was finally and legally completed at the clofe of the year 1 706, viz. a 
confolidating union of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland, 1 04 
years after their crowns had been united in the perfon of King James I. 
This great and happy union had been feveral times before attempt- 
ed in different reigns, but had been as often obftrucled by various ob- 
jechons flatted, and not ferioufly and fteadily combated. Nothing cer- 
tainly could be more obvious, than that it was the true intereft of two 
nations folely inhabiting and pofleffing the fame ifland, perfectly to 
unite for their common defence againft all attacks from the continent ; 
for, by fuch a clofe union of hearts, as well as conftitution, a people fo 
fituated, and fo warlike, and fo numerous, as to amount to about nine 
millions of fouls, could be always able to defend themfelves againft any 
foreign attacks ; but, remaining disjointed, they had their different, and 
often contrary, interefts to purfue, not only in matters of trade and 
commerce, product, and manufactures, but even in friendfliip and affec- 
tion, with regard to different nations on the continent. Religion, or 
rather the mere external mode of it, alfo contributed its fhare in keep- 
ing up the difference ; and what had, perhaps, the greateft influence of 
all, antient, ill-judged, national prejudices on both fides ftill remaihed 
too ftrong to be eafily conquered. Finally, the great hereditary officers 
of the fraaller kingdom, and the pofleflbrs of many other lucrative ftatc 
offices there, which mull neceffarily be funk upon fuch an incorporat- 
ing union with England, had no fmall influence in obftruding it. But 
an able miniftry in both nations, more efpecially in England, joined to 
a more moderate way of thinking than formerly, of many wife men in 
both parliaments, among the commiflioners for this folemn treaty, at 
length got the better of all obftrudlions, ' And, as preparatory laws 
were made in both kingdoms, the parliam9iit of Scotland Imying firft 




